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PREFACE. 


3y an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
»enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Offi-- 
| Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Con- 
erate Armies,” and directed him ‘“to'have copied for the Public 
nter all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not hereto- 
. » copied or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 
- sppropriations for continuing such preparation have been made — 
nu time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided 
or the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of 
ur, of 10,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union 
f Confederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same 
- Opy be ready for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that ‘of 
x { number 7,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Repre-~ 

tatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for ae 
“use of the Executive Departments.” * 


~Jolumes I to V distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
just 7, 1882, provides that— 
The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distri- 
‘d as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro- 
id by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War 
ng officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three 
dred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza- 
is, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
egates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed- 
_twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of 
hb addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are 
itiched. until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele- 
tes shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those 
cetofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies 
the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
stributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of 
‘cation with ten per cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
sed into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
» address the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
sgates, who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other 
ries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the 
, session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore 
slished have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals, 
e shall also inform distributees at whose instance Ihe volumes are sent.” 


f pangs "ely ® 


n his series the reports will be nee! Se to the G 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological of 
e events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rul¢ 
mediately followed by the Confederate accounts. The corresp 
ce, &c., not embraced in the “reports” proper will follow (© 
n and next Confederate) in chronological order. ~ § 
The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, 3 
ns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war,}- 
so far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or poli 


Confederate officials) not relating specially i he sub : 
of the first and second series. It will set forth the annual and sp = 
reports of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of} 


chiefs of the several staff corps me departments; the calls for tra 4 
_and the correspondence between the national and the several § 


authorities, é 
The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, 


_ returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated 
the Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the ool 
' 


spondence between the Union and Confederate authorities ei 


that series. 


ROBERT N. SCOTT, 


Major Third Art., and But. Lieut. col 
War DEPARTMENT, August 23, 1880. ; 


_ Approved: 
ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of v@ 
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“CHAPTER XLVI. 


ATIONS IN LOUISIANA. AND THE: TRANS: MISSI 
_SIPPI STATES AND TERRITORIES 


‘January 1-June 30, 1864, 2 | 


eee ] cond 
=) : z see 


ae 
_ | -sUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL HVENTS.t 


_ Jan. seas 1864, —The Department of Kansas re-established. ap - 
Eg 1-20, 1864,—Operations in Northeastern Arkansas, es skirmishes at oe 
ee ~ . Lunenburg, Sylamore, and on Sylamore Creek. ” 
3, 1864. —Maj. Gen. Francis J. Herron, U. 8. Army, assumes command 
of the U.S. forces on the Rio Grande, Tex. 
5; 1864. —Skirmish on the Pecos River, near Fort Sumner, N. Mex. . 
+6, 1864.—The Department of Arkansas and Seventh Army Corps consti- ~ 


tuted. 
- - Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U.S. Army, assumes command 
ie: 3 of the Defenses of New Orleans. 
6-21, 1864. —Expedition against the Navajo Indians. | 

‘ 7, 1864.—Skirmish at Martin’s Creek, Ark. 
| 8— 9, 1864.--Bombardment of Confederate works at the nue of Caney 
4 Bayou, Tex. 
4 eB 10, 1864.—Skirmish at King’s River, Ark. 
j _ + 12-18, 1864.—Affair at Matamoras, Mexico. 
: 13-14, 1864.—Scout from Pine Bluff to Monticello, Ark. 
14, 1864.—Skirmish in Bollinger County, Mo. | 
Bie i 15-17, 1864.—Scouts in Jackson County, Mo. vand- 
16, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, assumes comn 
; the Department of Kansas. _a. The- 
kansas. 


*Including Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Indian Territory, Kansas, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, and Texas, andthe Department of the Northwesind skir- 
‘ing Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

+ Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this Summary, no circumstan 
are on file. All such are designated in the Index. ynsas, and 

+It had been merged into the Department of the Missouri, Septembe’ 
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skirmishes ima 
20, 1864. Simi at iad oie eve ban 
Skirmish at Roseville Creek, Ark. 
20-80, 1864, —Scouts in Jackson and La Fayette Counties, Mo. 
: _ 21,1864. —Affair at Velasco, Tex. 
92, 1864. Brig. Gen. Nathan Kimball, U. 8. Tiare assigned to comman 
: : in Department of Arkansas, north of the Arkansas River, 
during absence in the field of Major-General Steele 4 
_ Affair at Corpus Christi, Tex. aS se 
23-May 3, 1864.—The Camden (Arkansas) Expedition. Ig oa = 
24, 1864.—Skirmish near Goodrich’s Landing, La. 
24 and 27, 1864. —Skirmish (24th) at Oil Trough Conner and skirmish (27th) 
near Cross-Roads, Ark. 
24-31, 1864. —Expedition from Batesville to Coon Creek, Devil’s Fork of Red 
SAS b ha! ; River, &c., and skirmish om near Cross-Roads, Ark. 
ae eee 25, 1864,—Skirmish at Dover, Ark. ‘ 
Skirmish near White River, Ark. z 
Skirmish in Van Buren County, Ark. 
The Districts of Baton Rouge and La Fourche attache to the 
Defenses of New Orleans. * 
25-26, 1864.—Scout from Batesville to Fairview, Ark. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish near Quitman, Ark, 
|. 27, 1864.—Affair in Deepwater Township, Mo. 
27-31, 1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark. 
28, 1864.—Skirmish at Danville, Ark. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Roseville, Ark. : Z 
- 29-Apr. 1, 1864.—Scouts from Bellefonte, Ark. "y 
30, 1864.—Affair near Greenton, Mo. ; 
at Apr. 1, 1864.—Action at Fitzhugh’s Woods, near Augusta, Ark. 
Ss Affair near Bloomfield, Mo. - 
1-10, 1864.—The Pearl River (Louisiana) Expedition. Se 
2, 1864.—Skirmish at Grossetete Bayou, La. 
3, 1864.—A ffair near Clarksville, Ark. ie 
Skirmish near Fort Gibson, Ind. T. = 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Charlestown, Ark. 
4— 5, 1864.—Skirmishes at Roseville, Ark. 
5, 1864,—Skirmish at Whiteley’s Mills, Ark. 
5- 9, 1864, Expedition from New Madrid. Mo., and skirmishes in the swamps 
of Little River, near Osceola, ana on Pemiscot Bayou. 
6, 1864.—Affair at Prairie Du Rocher, Il. 
Skirmish at Piney Mountain, Ark. 
‘s 7, 1864.—Skirmishes on the Arkansas River and near Prairie Grove, 
Ark. 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Rhea’s Mills, Ark. \ 
Skirmishes near Port Hudson, La. 
Skirmish at the foot of the Sierra Bonita, N. Mex. 


Be: aor from ‘Denver, Colo., to the Republican River, 
ans, 


Page 


: 
' 
# 
| 
‘ 


May 


“45, 1964 skirmish at Spencer’ ¢ Ranch near Presidio del Norte, N. Mex. 
_. Skirmish at Roseville, Ark. pcp df [See naire 

Skirmish near Baton Ronee’ ta peed aes = S 

15-20, 1864.—Operations in the Indian Territory, = jee Soros 


ie 8165-1864, —Affair on the Osage Branch of King” S River, Ark. 


17, 1864. —Skirmish i in Limestone Valley, Ark. i 
18, 1864.—Affair at Hunnewell, Mo. aa 
19, 1864. Skirmish on King’s River, Hes 
19-20, 1864,—Skirmishes near Charleston, Mo. 
20, 1864.—Attack on Jacksonport, Ark. oa 
SS Skirmish at Waterproof, La. z 
21, 1864.—Affair at Cotton Plant, Cache River, Aves 
22, 1864.—Affair near Cotton Plant, Ark. 4 
- 22-24, 1864.—Expedition from Jacksonport to Augusta, Ark. and skirmish 
near Jacksonport. 
23, 1864.—Skirmish at Independence, Mo. 
24, 1864.—Skirmish at Pineville, La. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Berwick, La. 
Skirmish near Little Rock, Ark, 
Skirmish in Wayne County, Mo. 
27, 1864.—Skirmish at Dayton, Mo. 
28-30, 1864.—Skirmishes in Johnson County, Mo. 
28-May 7, 1864.—Scout from Springfield, Mo., toward Fayetteville, Ark. 
29, 1864.—The Districts of West Florida and of Key West and Tortugas 
x ; attached to the Defenses of New Orleans. 
; Skirmish in the Sni Hills, Mo. 
1, 1864.—Skirmish at Ashton, La. 
Skirmish at Ashwood Landing, La. 
Skirmish at Clinton, La. 
Affair at Berwick, La, 
Skirmish at Lee’s Creek, Ark. 
Skirmish at Pine Bluff, Ark. 
2, 1864. —Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U. S. Army, supersedes Maj. 
Gen. William B. Franklin in command of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps. 
Affair on Bee Creek, Mo. 
3, 1864,—Skirmish between Bayous Redwood and Olive Branch, near 
Baton, Rouge, La. 
: Skirmish at Cedar Bluffs, Colo. 
3 and 5, 1864,—Skirmishes near mouth of Richland Creek, Ark. 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Ashwood Landing, La, 
Skirmish in Doubtful Cafion, N. Mex. 


- {0-25, 1964, . Scout Fisk: Pilot ene Mo. te Gainesville, Ark. — 
“ll, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Edward R. 8. Canby, U. 8. Army, assu 
Din of the Military Division of West be pes Rares 

12, 1864,—Skirmish at Smith’s, Station, Nebr. | Ge fase 
2, 1864, —Skirmish at Spavinaw, Ark, Soap re 
Sea Skirmish near Cuba, Mo. . oe 
iA: é 13-31, 1864. eect $ operations north of the A Ar kansas Epes 


2 Foes = Ree bee: 
16, 1864.—Action at Big Bushes, near Smoky Hill, Kans. i A ae a 
Se Skirmish near Drywood Creek, Mo. mts 
SNS Affair at Spirit Lake, Minn. - s A 
Sy 16-25, 1864,—Expedition from Patterson’ to Bloomfield and Pilot | 
See : Mo. 


’ 17-22, 1864.—Scout in Northern Re ee > 
aoe 18, 1864,—Skirmish at Clarksville, Ark. rg \ : 
Affair near Searcy, Ark. ae ~ Satie 
18 23, 1864.—Scouts near Neosho and Carthage, Mo. gy SMe 
19, 1864,—Skirmish at Fayetteville, Ark. | tf ; 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Stony Point, Ark. 
Skirmish at Lamar, Mo. 
21, 1864.—Affair on the Blue River, Mo. 


Skirmish at Pine Bluff, Ark. cat 
bestest) 22, 1864.—Capture and recapture of the Stingaree, off Brazos, Tex. = be 
ees Affair near Devall’s Bluff, Ark. a a 
ee 23-25, 1864.—Scout from Warrensbur 2, Mo. , 
ee 24, 1864.—Skirmish near Little Rock, Ark. - ‘ a 


Skirmish near Morganza, La. - 
24-June 4, 1864.—Greene’s operations on the west bank of the Mississippi 
River. \ 
26, 1864.—Affair on Lane’s Prairie, Maries County, Mo. 
27, 1864.—The Department of the Missouri embraced in Military Division 
of West Mississippi. 
Skirmish near Shanghai, Mo. 
28, 1864.—Destruction of Lamar, Mo. 
Skirmish at Pleasant Hill, Mo. 
Skirmish at Warrensburg, Mo. 


U 


a 


64 : 
ads Skirmish near Neosho, Mo pe Pt: et 
; , 1864. Scout from Sedalia to the Blackwater oe Mo, Oe aie 
a » 4, 1864.—Affair at Hudson’s Crossing, Neosho River, Ind, yee a iat iy 
tr ANT, 1864.—Scouts from Huntersville and Clinton, Ark. | arc iar 
mis 66, 1864: —Skirmish at Worthington’s Landing, Arkie-. ; ere’ 
a Be 9, 1864.—Scout from Marensburg to the North | Blackwater River, a 
= MG. ase 
1, 1964.--Scous from Forsyth through Ozark and Denes Counties, : 
— Mo. 
"6, 1864. —Engagement at Old River Pies or Lake Chicot, Ark. ° 
Skirmish at Bealer’s Ferry, Little Red River, Ark. 
4, 1864.—Skirmish at Sunnyside Landing, Ark. ney Bete 
Affair at Sikeston, Mo. 2 Mat em 
Raid on New Frankfort, Mo. Be 
8, 1864. Engagement at Simsport, La. ss erg 


~ 


‘ 
é 


5 8-19, 1864.—Scout on the Osage and in its vicinity. nee 
2 9, 1864.—Affair near Breckinridge, Mo. 3. fees. ee raat 
ig ~ 9-14, 1864.—Scout from Cassville, Mo., to Cross Hollow, Ark, : : He 
| ean 10, 1864,—Maj. Gen. John G. Walker, C. 8. Army, “reat to ec 
| Jee ae of the District of West Louisiana, vice Maj. Gen. Richard 
| Se ae Taylor, relieved. ; pie 
= Affair near Saint James, Mo. EE RE or 
.. Skirmish at Lewisburg, Ark. a 
10-15, 1864.—Scout from Sedalia to Renick’s Farm, Mo. ; ; 


10-23, 1864.—Operations in the District of Central Missouri. 
Seine Gat 1864.—The Thirteenth Army Corps discontinued. 
. Skirmish at Ridgeley, Mo. 
% 12, 1864,—A ffair at Montevallo, Mo. 
Raid on Calhoun, Mo. 
Skirmish near Kingsville, Mo. . f 
13-16, 1864.—Scout from Fort Leavenworth, Kans., to Weston, Mo. 
14, 1864.—Raid on Melville, Mo. 
Skirmish near Lexington, Mo. — 
14-16, 1864.—Scouts from Pleasant Hill, Mo. 
15, 1864.—Skirmish near White Hare, Mo. 
Union evacuation of Pass Cayallo, Tex. 
15- 16, 1864.—Capture of the steamer J. R. Williams, Arkansas River, nad | 
; skirmish at San Bois Creek, Ind. Ter. 
15-17, 1864.—Attack on Union gun-boats at Ratliff’s (15th), Como (15th and 
16th), and Magnolia Landings (16th), and skirmish (17th) at 
Newport Cross-Roads, La. 


ca . eS, es z Fork C1 “ , near Pr =a ; 
16-17, 1864, LASER REIN BY TONS 4 


e w Wher 3 4 u Mo. : ike CaEs ae > ¢ reas res ce 7 ‘ 
46-20, 1864,—Expedition from-Kansas into Missouri, = © 
17, 1864,—Skirmish near Columbia, Mo. . ; 


ee 3 
_  kirmish on the Monticello Road, near Pine Bluff, Ark. — 
48, 1864.—Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman, U. 8. Army, assumes « 
EAS - - mand of the Defenses of New Orleans. eon 
tv 18-19, 1864.—Descent on Laclede, Mo., and pursuit of the raiders. 
+: 48-20, 1864.—Scout from Kansas City, Mo. fe Se 
E 19, 1864.—Affair at Bayou Grossetete, La. ree : =e 
Affair at Eagle Pass, Tex. ~ 
Skirmish at Hahn’s Farm, near Waldron, Ark, 
Skirmish at Iron Bridge, Ind. T. 
19-25, 1864.—Scout from Mount Vernon, Mo. 
20-28, 1864.—Scouts from Lewisburg, Ark. 
20-24, 1864.—Scout from Cassville, Mo., to Cross Hollow, Ark, 
20-29, 1864.—Operations on the White River, Ark. 
24, 1864.—Affair near Fayetteville, Ark. ~ 
25, 1864.—Skirmish at Rancho Las Rinas, Tex. 
Affair at Point Pleasant, La. 
26, 1864.—Affair near the Sedalia and Marshall Road, Mo. 
27-28, 1864.—Affairs near Dunksburg, Mo. 
27-29, 1864.—Scout from Brownsville, Ark. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Meffleton Lodge, Ark. . ea 
Skirmish at Davis’ Bend, La. 


GHNERAL REPORT. 


Report of Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8S. Army, commanding Armies 
| of the United States, of operations March, 1864—May, 1865. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., July 22, 1865. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
_ tions of the armies of the United States from the date of my appoint- 
ment to command the same: 

From an early period in the rebellion I had been impressed with 
the idea that active and continuous operations of all the troops that 
could be brought into the field, regardless of season and weather, 
‘were necessary to a speedy termination of the war. The resources 
of the enemy and his numerical strength were far inferior to ours ‘ 
but as an offset to this, we had a vast territory, with a population 
hostile to the Government, to garrison, and long lines of river and — 
railroad communications to protect, to enable us to supply the oper- 
ating armies. . 

The armies in the East and West acted independently and without — 
concert, like a balky team, no two ever pulling together, enabling 
the enemy to use to great advantage his interior lines of communi. 
cation for transporting troops from east to west, re-enforcing the 


en 


4 
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ether our numerical str eth and resources were no 
alanced. by these disadvantages and the enemy’s su i0 


‘rom the first, I was firm in the. conviction that no penee: cor 
ad that would be stable and conducive to the happiness of t 
le, both North and South, until the military power of the reb 


test number of troops practicable against the armed force o 


At the date when this report begins the situation of the contend- 


_ ing forces was about as follows: The Mississippi River was strongly _ 


garrisoned by Federal troops from Saint Louis, Mo., to its mouth. 
‘The line of the Arkansas was also held, thus giving us armed posses- 
sion of all west of the Mississippi, north of that stream. A few 
porns in Southern Louisiana, not remote from the river, were held 


n was entirely broken. I therefore determined, first, to use ‘the | 


e enemy, preventing him from using the same force at different | 
easons against first one and then another of our armies, and the 
_ possibility of repose for refitting and producing necessary supplies 
_ for carrying on resistance ; second, to hammer continuously against. 
the armed force of the enemy and his resources, until by mere attri- 
tion, if in no other way, there should be nothing left to him but an — 
~ ~equal submission with the loyal section of our common country to | 
__.the constitution and laws of the land. These views have been kept — 
constantly in mind, and orders given and campaigns made to carry 
them out. Whether they might have been better in conception and 
execution is for the people, who mourn the loss of friends fallen and - 

~ who have to pay the pecuniary cost, to say. All I can say is, that — 
what I have done has been done conscientiously, to the best of my ae 
ability, and in what i conceived to be for the best interests of the 
_ whole country. re 


=a 


y us, together with a small garrison at and near the mouth of the : 


Rio Grande, All the balance of the vast territory of Arkansas, 


- Louisiana, and Texas was in the almost undisputed possession of — 


the enemy, with an army of probably not less than 80,000 effective 
men that could have been brought into the field had there been suffi- 
cient opposition to have brought them out. The let-alone policy had 
demoralized this force, so that probably but little more than one-half 
of it was ever present in garrison at any onetime. But the one-half, 
or 40,000 men, with the bands of guerrillas scattered through Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and along the Mississippi River, and the disloyal 
character of much of the population, compelled the use of a large 
number of troops to keep navigation open on the river and to pro- 


~ tect the loyal people to the west of it. To the east of the Mississippi 


we held substantially with the line of the Tennessee and Holston 
Rivers, running eastward to include nearly all of the State of Ten- 
nessee. ; 

South of Chattanooga a small foothold had been obtained in 
Georgia, sufficient to protect Kast Tennessee from incursions from 
the enemy’s force at Dalton, Ga. West Virginia was substantially 
within our lines. Virginia, with the exception of the northern bor- 
der, the Potomac River, a small area about the mouth of James 
River covered by the troops at Norfolk and Fort Monroe, and _ the 
territory covered by the Army of the Potomac lying along the Rap- 
idan, was in the possession of the enemy. Along the sea-coast foot- 


+ Augustine, in Florida. Key West and Pensac: r 
poliaston, while all the important ports were ‘ockaded 
vy. The accompanying map,* a copy of which was sent 1 
Bhorman and: ther commanders in March, 1864, shows | 
es the territory occupied by us at the beginning of the reb 
d at the opening of the campaign of 1864, while those-in 
he lines which it was proposed to occupy. past 
~ Behind the Union lines there were many bands of guerrillas and a 


| guard every foot of road or river used in supplying our armies. In 


and returning them. This enabled the enemy to bring almost his 
entire strength into the field. 


_ by Lee occupied the south bank of the Rapidan, extending from 
~ Mine Run westward, strongly intrenched, covering and defending 
Richmond, the rebel capital, against the Army of the Potomac. The 


_ importance as a railroad center, against the armies under Maj. Gen. 
~W.T. Sherman. In addition tothese armies, he had a large cavalry 


force under Forrest in Northeast Mississippi; a considerable force, 


of all arms, in the Shenandoah Valley and in the western part of Vir- 
_ ‘ginia and extreme eastern part of Tennessee, and also confronting 
our sea-coast garrisons and holding blockaded ports where we had 
no foothold upon land. These two armies, and the cities covered 
_ and defended by them, were the main objective points of the cam- 
ey Palon. 
Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, who was appointed to the command of 
the Military Division of the Mississippi, embracing all the armies 
mA and territory east of the Mississippi River to the Alleghanies, and 
the Department of Arkansas, west of the Mississippi, had the im- 
oi mediate command of the armies operating against Johnston. 


Maj. Gen. George G. Meade had the immediate command of the 


Army of the Potomac, from where I exercised general supervision — 


of the movements of all our armies. 

General Sherman was instructed} to move against Johnston’s army, 
to break it up, and to go into the interior of the enemy’s country as 
far as he could, inflicting all the damage he could upon their war 
resources ; if the enemy in his front showed signs of joining Lee, 

to follow him up to the full extent of his ability, while I would 
prevent the concentration of Lee upon him if it was in the power of 
the Army of the Potomac to do so. More specific written instruc- 
tions were not given, for the reason that I had talked over with him 
the plans of the campaign, and was satisfied that he understood 
them and would execute them to the fullest extent possible. 


a ; To appear in Atlas. See also explanatory foot-note, Vol. xx Part ILL, p. 
{See Vol. XXXII, Part IIT, p. 245. 


blue are 


large population disloyal to the Government, making it necessary to _ 


the South a reign of military despotism prevailed, which made every 
man and boy capable of bearing arms a soldier, and those who could — 
not bear arms in the field acted as provosts for collecting deserters 


The enemy had concentrated the bulk of his forces east of the 
‘Mississippi into two armies, commanded by Generals R. E. Lee and | 
J. EK. Johnston, his ablest and best generals. The army commanded . 


army under Johnston occupied a strongly intrenched position at. 
Dalton, Ga., covering and defending Atlanta, Ga., a place of great 


from Arkansas, as suggested by him (General Banks), instead of a 


demonstration, as Steele thought advisable. 
On the 31st of March, in addition to the foregoing notification and 


directions, he was instructed as follows : 


Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS: 


First. If successful in your expedition against Shreveport, that you turn over the | 
defense of the Red River to General Steele and the navy. 

Second. That you abandon Texas entirely, with the exception of your hold upon 
the Rio Grande. This can be held with 4,000 men, if they will turn their attention 
immediately to fortifying their positions. At least one-half of the force required 
for this service might be taken from the colored troops. 

Third. By properly fortifying on the Mississippi River, the force to guard it from 
Port Hudson to New Orleans can be reduced to 10,000 men, if not to a less number. 
Six thousand more would then hold all the rest of the territory necessary to hold 
until active operations can again be resumed west of the river. According to your 
last returns, this would give you a force of over 30,000 effective men with which to 
move against Mobile. Tothis I expect to add 5,000 men from Missouri. . If, however, 
you think the force here stated too small to hold the territory regarded as necessary 
to hold, possession of, I would say concentrate at least 25,000 men of your present 
command for operations against Mobile. With these, and such additions as I can 
give you from elsewhere, lose no time in making a demonstration, to be followed 
by an attack upon Mobile. Two or more iron-clads will be ordered to report to 
Admiral Farragut. This gives him a strong naval fleet with which to co-operate. 
You can make your own arrangements with the admiral for his co-operation, and 
select your own line of approach. My own idea of the matter is that Pascagoula 
should be your base; but, from your long service in the Gulf Department, you 
will know best about the matter. It is intended that your movements shall be 
co-operative with movements elsewhere, and you cannot now start too soon. 
All 1 would now add is that you commence the concentration of your forces at 
once. Preserve a profound secrecy of what you intend doing, and start at the 
earliest possible moment. : 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


Major-General Meade was instructed* that Lee’s army would be 
his objective point ; that wherever Lee went he would go also. For 
his movement two plans presented themselves: One to cross the 
Rapidan below Lee, moving by his right flank ; the other above, 
moving by his left. Each presented advantages over the other, 


*See Vol. XXXII, p. 827. 


aid, But if we took this route all we did woul uve to be 
while the rations we started with held out; besides, it separate 


rom Butler, so that he could not be directed how to co-operate. ad 


hese, however, it was decided to take the lower route. 


_ B.F. Butler: 


frre Fort Monroe, Va., April 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER: | To 


early a day as practicable, it is proposed to have co-operative action of all the 
armies in the field, as far as this,object can be accomplished. 

Tt will not be possible to unite our armies into two or three large ones to act as so 
many units, owing to the absolute necessity of holding on to the territory already 
taken from the enemy. But, generally speaking, concentration can be practically 
effected by armies moving to the interior of the enemy’s country from the territory 
they have to guard. By such movement they interpose themselves between the 


2 enemy and the country to be guarded, thereby reducing the number necessary to 
guard important points, or at least occupy the attention of a part of the enemy’s 


force, if no greater object is gained. lLee’s army and Richmond being the greater 
objects toward which our attention must be directed in the next campaign, it is 
. desirable to unite all the force we can against them. The necessity of covering 
~ Washington with the Army of the Potomac, and of covering your department with 


we took the other route, Brandy Station could be used as a base of | 
pies until another was secured on the York or James Rivers. — 
O: a 


_. The following letter of instruction was addressed to Maj. Gen. S 


GENERAL: In the spring campaign, which it is desirable shall commence at as — 


your army, makes it impossible to unite these forces at the beginning of any move. | 


I propose, therefore, what comes nearest this of anything that seems practicable : 
The Army of the Potomac will act from its present base, Lee’s army being the 
objective point. You will collect all the forces from your command that can be 
spared from garrison duty—lI should say not less than 20,000 effective men—to 
operate on the south side of James River, Richmond being your objective point. 
To the force you already have will be added about 10,000 men from South 


Carolina, under Major-General Gillmore, who will command them in person. Maj. 


Gen. W. F. Smith is ordered to report to you, to command the troops sent into the 
‘field from your own department. . 

General Gillmore will be ordered to report to you at Fortress Monroe, with all the 
troops on transports, by the 18th instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable. 
Should you not receive notice by that time to move, you will make such disposition 
of them and your other forces as you may deem best calculated to deceive the 
enemy as to the real move to be made. 

When you are notified to move, take City Point with as much force as possible. 

, ~ Fortify, or rather intrench, at once, and concentrate all your troops for the field 
there as rapidly as youcan. From City Point directions cannot be given at this 
time for your further movements. 

_ The fact that has already been stated—that is, that Richmond is to be your object- 
_ive point and that there is to be co-operation between your force and the Army of 
the Potomac—must be your guide. This indicates the necessity of your holding 
close to the south bank of the James River as you advance. Then, should the 
enemy be forced into his intrenchments in Richmond, the Army of the Potomac 
would follow, and by means of transports the two armies would become a unit. 

All the minor details of your advance are left entirely to your direction. If 
however, you think.it practicable to use your cavalry south of you so as to cut the 
railroad about Hicksford about the time of the general advance, it would be of 
immense advantage. ; 

You will please forward for my information, at the earliest practicable day, all 
orders, details, and instructions you may give for the execution of this order. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


On the 16th these instructions were substantial] reiterated.* O 
- ° . =k ae : z n 
the 19th [18th], in order to secure full ce ES between his army 


*See Vol. XXXII, p. 885. 
{See Vol. XXXII p. 904, 
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and that of General Meade, he was informed that I expected him to | 
move from Fort Monroe the same day that General M 
_ from Culpeper. The exact time I was to telegraph him as soon 


as it was fixed, and that it would not be earlier than the 27th of 


. April; that it was my intention to fight Lee between Culpeper and 
_ Richmond if he would stand. Should he, however, fall back into’ 


Richmond, I would follow up and make a junction with his (Gen- 
eral Butler’s) army on the James River; that,.could I be certain he 
would be able to invest Richmond.on the south side so as to have his 
left resting on the James above the city, I would form the junction 
there; that circumstances might make this course advisable anyhow ; 
that he should use every exertion to secure footing as far up the 
south side of the river as he could, and as soon as possible after the 
see of orders to move; that if he could not carry the city, he 
should at least detain as large a force there as possible. In co-oper- 


_ation with the main movements against Lee and Johnston I was 


desirous of using all other troops necessarily kept in departments 
remote from the fields of immediate operations, and also those kept 
in the background for the protection of our extended lines between 
the loyal States and the armies operating against them. 


A. very considerable force, under command of /Major-General | 


Sigel, was so held for the protection of West Virginia and the fron- 
tiers of Maryland and Pennsylvania. While these troops could not 
be withdrawn to distant fields without exposing the North to inva- 
sion by comparatively small bodies of the enemy, they could act 
directly to their front and give better protection than if lying idlein 
garrison. By such movement they would either compel the enemy 
to detach largely for the protection of his supplies and lines of com- 
munication or he would lose them. 

General Sigel was therefore directed to organize all his available 
force into two expeditions, to move from Beverly and Charles- 
ton, under command of Generals Ord and Crook, against the Kast 
Tennessee and Virginia Railroad. Subsequently, General Ord 
having been relieved at his own request, General Sigel was in- 
structed, at his own suggestion, to give up the expedition by Beverly 


and to form two columns, one under General Crook, on the Kana- 


wha, numbering about 10,000 men, and one on the Shenandoah, 
numbering about 7,000 men. The one on the Shenandoah to assem- 
ble between Cumberland and the Shenandoah, and the infantry and 
artillery advanced to Cedar Creek, with such cavalry as could be 
made available at the moment, to threaten the enemy in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, and advance as far as possible; while General Crook 
would take possession of Lewisburg with part of his force and move 
down the Tennessee railroad, doing as much damage as he could, 
destroying the New River bridge and the salt-works at Saltville, Va.* 

Owing to the weather and bad condition of the roads operations 
were delayed until the 1st of May, when, everything being in readi- 
ness and the roads favorable, orders were given for a general move- 
ment of allthe armies not later than the 4thof May. My first object 
being to break the military power of the rebellion and capture the 
enemy’s important strongholds, made me desirous that General ‘But- 
ler should succeed in his movement against Richmond, as that would 
tend more than anything else, unless it were the capture of Lee’s 
army, to accomplish this desired result in the East. If ho failed, it 


*See Vol. XXXII, pp. 874, 901, and 911. 
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paign that it wa 
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f the James River in case of fail 
his instructions, 
ortance 
ing railroad communica~- 
owever, in the practica- 


“his army with safety, and the enemy did not have troops elsewhere % 
- to bring to the defense of the city in time to meet a rapid movement 


— from the north of James River. ; SER SOH 3 
IT may here state that, commanding all the armies as I did, I tried, 


oe as far as possible, to leave General: Meade in independent command 4 
of the Army of the Potomac. My instructions for that army were 
all through him, and were general in their nature, leaving allthe 


details and the execution to him. The campaigns that followed =~ 
_ proved him to be the right man in the right place, His command- 
ing always in the presence of an officer superior to him in rank has 
drawn from him much of that public attention that his zeal and 
ability entitle him to, and which he would otherwise have received. 

‘The movement of the Army of the Potomac commenced early on 

the morning of the 4th of May, under the immediate direction and 
orders of Major-General Meade, pursuant to instructions. Before 
night the whole army was across the Rapidan (the Fifth and Sixth 
Corps crossing at Germanna Ford, and the Second Corps at United 
States [Ely’s] Ford, the cavalry, under Major-General Sheridan, 
“moving in advance), with the greater part of its trains, numbering 
about 4,000 wagons, meeting with but slight opposition. The average 
distance traveled by the troops that day was about 12 miles. This 
IT regarded as a great success, and it removed from my mind the 
; most serious apprehensions I had entertained, that of crossing the 
river in the face of an active, large, well-appointed, and ably com- 
-manded army, and how so large a train was to be carried through a 
hostile country and protected. Early on the 5th, the advance corps 
(the Fifth, Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren commanding) met and engaged 
the enemy outside his intrenchments near Mine Run. The battle 
raged furiously all day, the whole army being brought into the fight 
as fast as the corps could be got upon the field, which, considering 
the density of the forest and narrowness of the roads, was done with 
commendable promptness. 

General Burnside, with the Ninth Corps, was, at the time the Army 
of the Potomac moved, left with the bulk of his corps at the crossing 
of the Rappahannock River and Alexandria railroad, holding the 
road back to Bull Run, with instructions not to move until he received 
notice that a crossing of the Rapidan’ was secured, but to move 
promptly as soon as such notice was received. This crossing he was 
apprised of on the afternoon of the 4th. By 6 o’clock of the morning 
of the 6th he was leading his corps into action near the Wilderness 
Tavern, some of his troops having marched a distance of over 30 miles, 
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_ accouterments of a soldier, this was a remarkable march. | ae 
me . The battle of the Wilderness was renewed by us at 5 o’clock on the — 
- morning of the 6th, and continued with unabated fury until darkness — 
 set_in, each army holding substantially the same position that they — 

had on the evening of the 5th. After dark the enemy made a feeble 


attempt to turn our right flank, capturing several hundred prisoners 


and creating considerable confusion. But the promptness of General 
_ Sedgwick, who was personally present and commanded that part of — 
- our line, soon reformed it and restored order. On the morning of | 


the 7th reconnaissances showed that the enemy had fallen behind his 


- intrenched lines, with pickets to the front, covering a part of the 
_battle-field. From this it was evident to my mind that the two days’ 
fighting had satisfied him of his inability to further maintain the 


contest in the open field, notwithstanding his advantage of posi- 


_ tion, and that he would await an attack behind his works. I there- | 


fore determined to push on and put my whole force between him 
and Richmond, and orders were at once issued for a movement 
by his right flank. On the night of the 7th the march was com- 
menced toward Spotsylvania Court-House, the Fifth Corps moving 


-on the most direct road. But the enemy having become apprised 
of our movement, and having the shorter line, was enabled to reach 


there first. On the 8th, General Warren met a force of the enemy 
which had been sent out to oppose and delay his advance, to gain 
time to fortify the line taken up at Spotsylvania. This force was 
steadily driven back on the main force, within the recently con- 
structed works, after considerable fighting, resulting in severe loss 
to both sides. On the morning of the 9th, General Sheridan started 
on a raid against the enemy’s lines of communication with Rich- 


mond. The 9th, 10th, and 11th were spent in maneuvering and | 


fighting, without decisive results. Among the killed on the 9th 
was that able and distinguished soldier, Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick, 
commanding the Sixth Army Corps. Maj. Gen. H. G. Wright suc- 


’ ceeded him in command. Early on the morning of the 12th a gen- 


eral attack was made on the enemy in position. The Second Corps, 
Major-General Hancock commanding, carried a salient of his line, 
capturing most of Johnson’s division of Ewell’s corps and twenty 
pieces of artillery. But the resistance was so obstinate that the ad- 
vantage gained did not prove decisive. The 15th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 

"th, and 18th were consumed in maneuvering and awaiting the 
arrival of re-enforcements from Washington. Deeming it imprac- 
ticable to make any further attack upon the enemy at Spotsyl- 
vania Court-House, orders were issued on the 18th with a view to 
a movement to the North Anna, to commence at 12 o’clock on the 
night of the 19th. Late in the afternoon of the 19th Ewell’s corps 
came out of its works on our extreme right flank, but the attack 
was promptly repulsed with heavy loss. This delayed the move- 
ment to the North Anna until the night of the 21st, when it was 
commenced. But the enemy, again having the shorter line and 
being in possession of the main roads, was enabled to reach the 
North Anna in advance of us, and took position behind it. The 
Fifth Corps reached the North Anna on the afternoon of the 23d, 
closely followed by the Sixth Corps. The Second and Ninth Corps 
got up about the same time, the Second holding the railroad bridge 
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reconnaissance against the Petersburg and Richmond Railroad, de- 
stroying a portion of it after some fighting. On the 9th, he tele- 
graphed as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Bermuda Landing, May 9, 1864. 


_ Hon. E. M. STANTON, 


_ Fort Darling, with small loss. 


Secretary of War: 


Our operations may be summed up in afew words. With 1,700 cavalry we have 
advanced up the Peninsula, forced the Chickahominy, and have safely brought them 
to our present position. These were colored cavalry, and are now holding our advance 
pickets toward Richmond. 

General Kautz, with 3,000 cavalry from Suffolk, on the same day with our move- 
ment up James River, forced the Blackwater, burned the railroad bridge at Stony 
Creek, below Petersburg, cutting in two Beauregard’s force at that point. 

We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed many miles of railroad, and 
gota position which, with proper supplies, we can hold out against the whole of Lee’s 
army. I have ordered up the supplies. ; 

Beauregard with a large portion of his force was left south by the cutting of the 
railroads by Kautz. That portion which reached Petersburg under Hill I have 
whipped to-day, killing and wounding many and taking many prisoners, after a 
severe and well-contested fight. 

General Grant will not be troubled with any further re-enforcements to Lee from 
Beauregard’s force. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


On the evening of the 13th and morning of the 14th, he carried a 
portion of the enemy’s first line of defenses at Drewry’s Bluff, or 
The time thus consumed from the 

6th lost to us the benefit of the surprise and capture of Richmond 
and Petersburg, enabling, as it did, Beauregard to collect his loose 


overing his railroads, the city, and all that was valuabl A 
_ His army, therefore, though in a position of great security, 
as completely shut off from further operations directly against 
chmond as if it had been in a bottle strongly corked. It required 
_ but a comparatively small force of the enemy to hold it there. On 
_ the 12th, General Kautz with his cavalry was started on a raid against 
the Danville railroad, which he struck at Coalfield, Powhatan; and. 
Chula Stations, destroying them, the railroad track, two freight | 
_ trains, and one locomotive, together with large quantities of com- 
-missary and other stores; thence crossing to the South Side road, 


destroying the road and station-houses ; thence he proceeded to City 
_ Point, which he reached on the 18th. On the 19th of April, and 
_ prior to the movement of General Butler, the enemy, with a land 
& toca under General Hoke and an iron-clad ram, attacked Plymouth, 


struck it at Wilson’s, Wellsville, and Blacks and Whites Stations, __ 


_N. C., commanded by General H. W. Wessells, and our gun-boats os 


_ there, and after severe fighting the place was carried by assault, and 
_ the entire garrison and armament captured. The gun-boat South- 
field was sunk and the Miami disabled. * 

The army sent to operate against Richmond having hermetically 
sealed itself up at Bermuda Hundred, the enemy was enabled to bring 
the most, if not all, the re-enforcements brought from the south 
_ by Beauregard against the Army of the Potomac. In addition to 
_ this re-enforcement, a very considerable one, probably not less than 
15,000 men, was obtained by calling in the scattered troops under 
_ Breckinridge from the western part of Virginia. The position at 
Bermuda Hundred was as easy to defend as it was difficult to operate 
from against the enemy. I determined, therefore, to bring from it 
all available forces, leaving enough only to secure what had been 
_ gained, and accordingly, on the 22d, I directed that they be sent for- 
ward, under command of Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, to join the Army 
of the Potomac. On the 24th of May, the Ninth Army Corps, com- 
manded by Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside, was assigned to the Army of 
the Potomac, and from this time forward constituted a portion of 
Major-General Meade’s command. 

Finding the enemy’s position on the North Anna stronger than 
either of his previous ones, I withdrew on the night of the 26th to 
the north bank of the North Anna, and moved via Hanovertown to 
turn the enemy’s position by his right. Generals Torbert and Mer- 
ritt’s divisions of cavalry, under Sheridan, and the Sixth Corps led 
the advance; crossed the Pamunkey River at Hanovertown after 
considerable fighting, and on the 28th the two divisions of cavalry 
had a severe but successful engagement with the enemy at Haw’s 
Shop. On the 29th and 30th, we advanced, with heavy skirmishing, 
to the Hanover Court-House and Cold Harbor road, and developed 
the enemy’s position north of the Chickahominy. Late on the even- 
ing of the last day the enemy came out and attacked our left, but 
was repulsed with very considerable loss. An attack was immedi- 
ately ordered by General Meade along his whole line, which resulted 


*See Vol. XXXII, p. 278. 
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in driving the enemy from a part of his intrenched skirmish line. 


On the 31st, General Wilson’s division of cavalry destroyed the rail- P 
road bridges over the South Anna River, after defeating the enemy’s + 


Joss in every instance. That night he made severa 


cavalry. General Sheridan, on the same day, reached Cold Harbor, 4 
and held it until relieved by the Sixth Corps and General Smith’s — 
~ command, which had just arrived, via White House, from General — 
Butler’s army. shart. ae 
_ On the ist of June an attack was made at 5 p.m. by the Sixth 
- Corps and the troops under General Smith, the other corps being 
held in readiness to advance on the receipt of orders. This resulted — 
in our carrying and holding the enemy’s first line of works in front — 
of the right of the Sixth Corps and in front of General Smith. — 
During the attack the enemy made repeated assaults on each of the — 
corps not engaged in the main attack, but were —— with heavy 
assaults to regain — 
what he had lost in the day, but failed. The 2d was spent in getting 


ae _ troops into position for an attack on the 3d. On the 3d of June we 


again assaulted the enemy’s works in the hope of driving him from — 
his position. In this attempt our loss was heavy, while that of the 
enemy, I have reason to believe, was comparatively light. It was 
the only general attack made from the Rapidan to the James which 
did not inflict. upon the enemy losses to compensate for our own losses. 
T would not be understood as saying that all previous attacks resulted 
in victories to our arms, or accomplished as much as I had hoped 
from them, but they inflicted upon the enemy severe losses, which 
tended in the end to the complete overthrow of the rebellion. 

From the proximity of the enemy to his defenses around Rich- 
mond it was impossible by any flank movement to interpose between 
him and the city. I was stillin a condition to either move by his left 
flank and invest Richmond from the north side or continue my move | 
by his right flank to the south side of the James. While the former 
might have been better as a covering for Washington, yet a full sur- 
ey of all the ground satisfied me that it would be impracticable to 
hold a line north and east of Richmond that would protect the Fred- 
ericksburg railroad—a long, vulnerable line which would exhaust 
much of our strength to guard, and that would have to be protected 
to supply the army, and would leave open to the enemy all his lines 
of communication on the south side of the James. My idea, from 
the start, had been to beat Lee’s army north of Richmond if possi- 
ble; then, after destroying his lines of communication north of the 
James River, to transfer the army to the south side and besiege Lee 
in Richmond or follow him south if he should retreat. After the 
battle of the Wilderness it was evident that the enemy deemed it 
of the first importance to run no risks with the army he then had. 
He acted purely on the defensive behind breast-works, or feebly on 
the offensive immediately in front of them, and where in case of re- 
pulse he could easily retire behind them. Without a greater sacri- 
fice of life than I was willing to make, all could not be accomplished ° 
that I had designed north of Richmond. I therefore determined to 
continue to hold substantially the ground we then occupied, taking 
advantage of any favorable circumstances that might present 
themselves, until the cavalry could be sent to Charlottesville and Gor- 
donsville to effectually break up the railroad connection between 
Richmond and the Shenandoah Valley and Lynchburg; and when 
the cavalry got well off to move the army to the south side of the 
James River, by the enemy’s right flank, where I felt I could cut off 
all his sources of. supply except by the canal. 


9 CL T° I 1e work 1d. 
; ighly done to jointhe Army of the Potomac 
d down in Sheridan’s instructions. On the 10th 
Butler sent a force of infantry under General Gillmo 
lry under General Kautz, to capture Petersburg if possi 
estroy the railroad and common bridges across the Appo! 
The cavalry carried the works on the south ails Paid pene- | 
ed well in toward the town, but were forced to retire. Gen- <— 
| Gillmore, finding the works which he approached very — . 
rong, and deeming an assault impracticable, returned to Bermuda 
Hundred without attempting one. Attaching great importance to 
_ the possession of , Petersburg, I sent back to Bermuda Hundred and _ 
City Point General Smith’s command by water,.via the White House, 
to reach there in advance of the Army of the Potomac. This was 
for the express purpose of securing. Petersburg before the enemy, 
_ becoming aware of our intention, could re-enforce the place. The 
- movement from Cold Harbor commenced after dark on the evening é 
of the 12th; one division of cavalry, under General Wilson, and =~ 
— the Fifth Corps crossed the Chickahominy at Long Bridge, and = 
moved out to White Oak Swamp, to cover the crossings of the other 
corps. The advance corps reached James River, at Wilcox’s Land- 
’ ing and Charles City Court-House, on the night of the 13th. 
During three long years the Armies of the Potomac and Northern. 
Virginia had been confronting each other. In that time they had 
- fought more desperate battles than it probably ever before fell to 
the lot of two armies to fight, without materially changing the vant- 
age ground of either. The Southern press and people, with more j 
shrewdness than was displayed in the North, finding that they had + © 
failed to capture Washington and march on to New York, as they 
had boasted they would do, assumed that they only defended their 
capital and Southern territory. Hence, Antietam, Gettysburg, and 
all other battles that had been fought were by them set down as 
- failures on our part and victories for them. Their army believed 
this. It produced a morale which could only be overcome by des- 
perate and continuous hard fighting. The battles of, the Wilder- 
ness, Spotsylvania, North Anna, and Cold Harbor, bloody and 
terrible as they were on our side, were even more damaging to the | 
enemy, and so crippled him as to make him wary ever after of tak- 
ing the offensive. His losses in men were probably not so great, 
owing to the fact that we were, save in the Wilderness, almost in- 
variably the attacking party, and when he did attack it was in the 
open field. The details of these battles, which for endurance and 
bravery on the part of the soldiery have rarely been surpassed, are 
given in the report of Major-General Meade, and the subordinate 
reports accompanying it.* During the campaign of forty-three days, 
from the Rapidan to James River, the army had to be supplied from 
an ever-shifting base by wagons, over narrow roads, through a 
densely wooded country, with a lack of wharves at each new base 
from which to conveniently discharge vessels. Too much credit 
cannot, therefore, be awarded to the quartermaster and commissary 
departments for the zeal and efficiency displayed by them. Under 
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_ the general supervision of the chief ar 4 
“Ingalls, the trains were made to occupy all the available roads between 

~ the army and our water base, and but little difficulty was experi- 
~ enced in protecting them. ee ee 

The movement in the Kanawha and Shenandoah Valleys, under — 
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General Sigel, commenced on the Ist of May. General Crook, who 
had the immediate command of the Kanawha expedition, divided his 
forces into two columns, giving one, composed of cavalry, to General 
Averell. They crossed the mountains by separate — Averell 
struck the Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, near Wytheville, on 
the 10th, and proceeding to New River and Christiansburg, destroyed 
the road, several important bridges and depots, including New River 
bridge, forming a junction with Crook at Union on the 15th. Gen- 
eral Sigel moved up the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy at New 
Market on the 15th, and after a severe engagement was defeated 
with heavy loss, and retired behind Cedar Creek. Not regarding 
the operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, I asked his removal 
from command, and Major-General Hunter was appointed to super- 
sede him. His instructions were embraced in the following dis- 
patches to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff of the Army: 


NEAR SPOTSYLVANIA CoURT-HOUSE, VA., May 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK : 
* * * * * s * * : 
The enemy are evidently relying for supplies greatly on such as are brought over 
the branch road running through Staunton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would 
be better for General Hunter to move in that direction ; reach Staunton and Gordons- 
. ville or Charlottesville, if he does not meet too much opposition. If he can hold 
at bay a force equal to his own, he will be doing good service. 


* * * * * * * 


‘ U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


JERICHO ForpD, VA., May 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECE : 

If Hunter can possibly get to Charlottesville and Lynchburg, he should do so, 
living on the country. The railroads and canal should be destroyed beyond possi- 
bility of repairs for weeks. Completing this, he could find his way back to his 
original base, or from about Gordonsville join this army. 

: U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


General Hunter immediately took up the offensive, and moving 
up the Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy on the Sth of June at 
Piedmont, and after a battle of ten hours routed and defeated him, 
capturing on the field of battle 1,500 men, 3 pieces of artillery, and 
300 stand of small-arms. . On the 8th of the same month he formed a 
Junction with Crook and Averell at Staunton, from which place he 
moved direct on Lynchburg, via Lexington, which place he reached 
and invested on the 16th day of June. Up to this time he was very 
successful, and but for the difficulty of taking with him sufficient 
ordnance stores over so long a march through a hostile country he 
would no doubt have captured that (to the enemy) important point. 
The destruction of the enemy’s supplies and manufactories was very 
great. To meet this movement aac General Hunter, General Lee 
sent a force, perhaps equal to a corps, a part of which reached 
Lynchburg a short time before Hunter. After some skirmishing on 
the 17th and 18th, General Hunter, owing to a want of ammunition to 


artermaster, Brig. Gen. R. — 


ottesville, eh ae Lexington, as his instructions cont 
he would have been in a position to have covered the Shenan- 
Valley against the enemy, should the force he met have seemed 
ndanger it. Ifit did not, he would have been within easy dis-— 


ce of the James River Canal, on the main line of communication _ 
tween Lynchburg and the force sent for its defense. Ihavenever * 
ken exception to the operations of General Hunter, andIam not 
‘now disposed to find fault with him, for I have no doubt he acted 
-within what he conceived to be the spirit of his instructions andthe 
_ interests of the service. The promptitude of his movements and | 
_ his gallantry should entitle him to the commendation of his country.* 
— To return to the Army of the Potomac: The Second Corps com- 
- menced crossing the James River on the morning of the 14th by 
_ ferry-boats at Wilcox’s Landing. The laying of the pontoon bridge 
* was completed about midnight of the 14th, and the crossing of the — 
balance of the army was rapidly pushed forward by both bridge F 
and ferry. After the crossing ae commenced, I proceeded bya 
steamer to Bermuda Hundred to give the necessary ordersfor the 
immediate capture of Petersburg. The instructions to General But- 
- ler were verbal, and were for him to send General Smith imme- 
diately, that night; with all the troops he could give him without 
sacrificing the position he then held. Itold him that I would return oa 
-at once to the Army of the Potomac, hasten its crossing, and throw “ 
it forward to Petersburg by divisions as —— as it could be done; 
that we could re-enforce our armies more rapidly there than the en- 
-emy could bring troops against us. General Smith got off as directed, 
and confronted the enemy’s pickets near Petersburg before daylight 
next morning, but, for some reason that I have never been able to ~ 
_ satisfactorily understand, did not get ready to assault his main lines 
until near sundown. Then, with a part of his command only, he 
~ made the assault, and carried the lines northeast of Petersburg from 
_ the Appomattox River, for a distance of over 24 miles, capturing 
- fifteen pieces of artillery and 300 prisoners. This was about 7 p.m. 
Between the line thus captured and Petersburg there were no other 
works, and there was no evidence that the enemy had re-enforced — , 
Petersburg with a single brigade from any source. The night was 
clear, the moon shining brightly, and favorable to further opera- 
tions. General Hancock, with two divisions of the Second Corps, 
reached General Smith just after dark, and offered the service of 
these troops as he (Smith) might wish, waiving rank to the named 
commander, who he naturally supposed knew best the position of 
affairs and what to do with the troops. But instead of taking these 
troops, and pushing at once into Petersburg, he requested General 
Hancock to relieve a part of his line in the captured works, which 
was done before midnight. By the time I arrived the next morning 
the enemy was in force. An attack was ordered to be made at 6 
o’clock that evening by the troops under Smith and the Second and 
Ninth Corps. It required until that time for the Ninth Corps to get up 
and into position. The attack was made as ordered, and the fighting 
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- The Fifth Corps having got up, the attacks were renewed and per- . 
sisted in with Brent vigor on the 17th and 18th, but only result 


lodged. The advantages in position gained by us were very great. — 
cone The army then proceeded to envelop Petersburg toward the South © 
' Side Railroad, as far as possible, without attacking fortifications. On 


_gontinted with but little intermission um 
ing and resulted in our carrying the adv 
~ works of the enemy to the right (our air 

by General Smith, several pieces of artil 


i 4 
~ forcing the enemy to an interior line, from which he could not be dis- ~ 


the 16th the enemy, to re-enforce Petersburg, withdrew from a part , 
of his intrenchment in front of Bermuda Hundred, expecting, no _ 
doubt, to get troops from north of the James to take the place of 


a; _ those withdrawn before we could discover it. General Butler, taking _ 


advantage of this, at once moved a force on the railroad between — 
Petersburg and Richmond. As soon asI was apprised of the ad- \ 
vantage thus gained, to retain it I ordered two divisions of the Sixth _ 
. Corps, General Wright commanding, that were embarking at Wil- . 
cox’s Landing, under orders for City Point, to report to General But- | 
ler, at Bermuda Hundred, of which General Butler was notified, and ~ 
the importance of holding a position in advance of his present line 
urged upon him. 

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon General Butler was forced back 
to the line the enemy had withdrawn from in the morning. General 
Wright, with his two divisions, joined General Butler on the forenoon 
of the 17th, the latter still holding with a strong picket-line the 

-enemy’s works. But instead of putting these divisions into the 
enemy’s works to hold them, he permitted them to halt and rest 
some distance in the rear of his own line. Between 4 and d o’clock 
in the afternoon the enemy attacked and drove in his pickets and 
reoccupied his old line. On the night of the 20th and morning of 
the 21st, a lodgment was effected by General Butler, with one bri- | 
gade of infantry, on the north bank of the James, at Deep Bottom, 
and connected by pontoon bridge with Bermuda Hundred. 

On the 19th, General Sheridan, on his return from his expedition 
against the Virginia Central Railroad, arrived at the White House. 
just as the enemy’s cavalry was about to attack it, and compelled it 

toretire. The result of this expedition was, that General Sheridan 
met the enemy’s cavalry near Trevilian Station on the morning of 
the 11th of June, whom he attacked and, after an obstinate contest, 
drove from the field in complete rout. He left his dead and nearly 
all his wounded in our hands, and about 400 prisoners and several 
hundred horses. On the 12th, he destroyed the railroad from Tre- 
vilian Station to Louisa Court-House. This occupied until 3 p. m., 
when he advanced in the direction of Gordonsville. He found the 
enemy re-enforced by infantry, behind well-constructed. rifle-pits, 
about 5 miles from the latter place, and too strong to successfully 
assault. On the extreme right, however, his reserve brigade carried ~- 
the enemy’s works twice, and was twice driven therefrom by infan- 
try. Night closed the contest. Not having sufficient ammunition 
to continue the engagement, and his animals being without forage 
(the country furnishing but inferior grazing), and hearing nothing 
from General Hunter, he withdrew his command to the north side 
of the North Anna, and commenced his return march. reaching 
White House at the time before stated. After breaking up the 
depot at that place he moved to the James River, which he reached 
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Ar the James, moved against the enemy’s railroads _ 
f Richmond. Striking the Weldon Railroad at Reams’ Sta- 
estroying the depot and several miles of the road and t] 
1 Side road about 15 miles from Petersburg, to near Nottow: 
n, where he met and defeated a force of the enemy’s cavalry, 
ached Burkeville Station on the afternoon of ie 23d, and from 
destroyed the Danville railroad to Roanoke bridge, a distance — 
miles, where he found the enemy in force, and in a position _ 
from which he could not dislodge him. He then commenced his re- 
_ turn march, and on the 28th met the enemy’s cavalry in force at the — 
Weldon railroad crossing of Stony Creek, where he had a severe 


but not decisive engagement. Thence he made a detour from his | _ 
left, with a view of reaching Reams’ Station, supposing itto bein 4 

our possession. At this place he was met by the enemy’s cavalry, 
_ supported by infantry, and forced to retire, with the loss of ‘his 
— artillery and trains. In this last encounter General Kautz, with a 
_ part of his command, became separated and made his way into our, 
lines. General Wilson, with the remainder of his force, succeeded — 
_ in crossing the Nottoway River and coming in safely on our left and 
rear. The damage to the enemy in this expedition more than com- 
-pensated for the losses we sustained. It severed all connection by 
railroad with Richmond for several weeks. 

With a view of cutting the enemy’s railroad from near Richmond 
to. the Anna Rivers and making him wary of the situation of his 
army in the Shenandoah, and, in the event of failure in this, to 
take advantage of his necessary withdrawal of troops from Peters- 
burg to explodea mine that had been prepared in front of the Ninth 
Corps and assault the enemy’s lines at that place, on the night of the 
- 6th of July the Second Corps and two divisions of the Cavalry 
Corps and Kautz’s cavalry were crossed to the north bank of the 

James River and joined the force General Butler had there. On 
the 27th, the enemy was driven from his intrenched position, with 
the loss of four pieces of artillery. On the 28th, our lines were ex- 
tended from Deep Bottom to New Market road, but in getting this 
osition were attacked by the enemy in heavy force.. The fighting 
meee) for several hours, resulting in considerable loss to both sides. 
The first object of this move having failed, by reason of the very 
large force thrown there by the enemy, I determined to take ad- 
vantage of the diversion made, by assaulting Petersburg before he 
could get his force back there. One division of the Second Corps 
was withdrawn on the night of the 28th, and moved during the 
night to*the rear of the Eighteenth Corps, to relieve that corps in 
the line, that it might be foot-loose in the assault to be made. The 
other two divisions of the Second Corps and Sheridan’s cavalry 
were crossed over on the night of the 29th and moved in front of 
Petersburg. On the morning of the 30th, between 4 and 5 o’clock, 
the mine was sprung, blowing up a battery and most of a regiment, 
and the advance of the assaulting column, formed of the Ninth 
Corps, immediately took possession of the crater made by the ex- 
_ plosion, and the line for some distance to the right and left of it, 
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‘and a detached line in front of it, but for some cause failed to ad- — 
‘vance promptly to the ridge beyond. Had they done this, I have — 
every reason to believe that Petersburg would have fallen. Other — 
troops were immediately pushed forward, but the time consumed in — 
getting them _ enabled the enemy to rally from his surprise (which 
had been complete) and get forces to this point for its defense. The _ 
captured line thus held being untenable and of no ae to us, 
the troops were withdrawn, but not without heavy loss. us ter- — 
minated in disaster what promised to be the most successful assault 
of the campaign. * . 

Immediately upon the enemy’s ascertaining that General Hunter 
was retreating from Lynchburg by way of the Kanawha River, thus 
laying the Shenandoah Valley open for raids into Maryland and | 
Pennsylvania, he returned northward, and moved down that valley. 
As soon as this movement of the enemy was ascertained, General 
Hunter, who had reached the Kanawha River, was directed to move 
his troops without delay, by river and railroad, to Harper’s Ferry ; 
but owing to the difficulty of navigation by reason of low water 
and breaks in the railroad, great delay was experienced in getting 
there. It became necessary, therefore, to find other troops to check 
this movement of the enemy. For this purpose the Sixth Corps was 
taken from the armies operating against Richmond, to which was 
added the Nineteenth Corps, then, fortunately, beginning to arrive 
in Hampton Roads from the Gulf Department, under orders issued 
immediately after the ascertainment of the result of the Red River 
expedition. 

The garrisons of Baltimore and Washington were at this time 
made up of heavy artillery regiments, hundred-day men, and de- 
tachments from the Invalid Corps. One division, under command 
of General Ricketts, of the Sixth Corps, was sent to Baltimore, and 
the remaining two divisions of the Sixth Corps, under General 
Wright, were subsequently sent to Washington. On the 3d of 
July the enemy approached. Martinsburg; General Sigel, who was 
in command of our forces there, retreated across the Potomac 
at Shepherdstown, and General Weber, commanding at Harper’s 
Ferry, crossed the river and occupied Maryland Heights. On the 
6th, the enemy occupied Hagerstown, moving a strong column to- 
ward Frederick City. General Wallace, with Ricketts’ division and 
his own command, the latter mostly new and undisciplined troops, 
pushed out from Baltimore with great promptness and met the 
enemy in force on the Monocacy, near the crossing of the railroad 
bridge. His force was not sufficient to insure success, but he fought 
the enemy nevertheless, and although it resulted in a defeat to our 
arms, yet it detained the enemy and thereby served to enable Gen- 
eral Wright to reach Washington with two divisions of the Sixth 
Corps, and the advance of the Nineteenth Corps before him. From 
Monocacy the enemy moved on Washington, his cavalry advance 
reaching Rockville on the evening of the 10th. On the 12th, a re- 
connaissance was thrown out in front of Fort Stevens, to ascertain 
the enemy’s position and force. A severe skirmish ensued, in which 
we lost about 280 in killed and wounded. The enemy’s loss was 
probably greater. He commenced retreating during the night. 
Learning the exact condition of affairs at Washington, I requested 
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t Snicker’s Ferry, on the Shenandoah, when a sharp skirmish | 
occurred ; and on the 20th, General Averell encountered and defeated — 
a portion of the rebel army at Winchester, capturing four pieces of 
‘tillery and several hundred prisoners. Learning that Early was _ 
eating south toward Lynchburg or Richmond, I directed that 
Sixth and Nineteenth Corps be got back to the armies operating 


_ defensive as much as possible. I felt that if the enemy had an: 
notion of returning the fact would be developed before the Sixt. 


_ Nineteenth Corps was excepted from the order to return to the James. — 
- About the 25th, it became evident that the enemy was again ad- 
_vancing upon Maryland and Pennsylvania, and the Sixth Corps, 
then at Washington, was ordered back to the vicinity of Harper’s 
Ferry. The rebel force moved down the valley, and sent a raiding 
party into Pennsylvania, which, on the 30th, burned Chambersburg 
and then retreated, pursued by our cavalry, toward Cumberland. 
They were met and defeated by General Kelley, and with diminished 
numbers escaped into the mountains of West Virginia. From the 
time of the first raid the telegraph wires were frequently down be- 
_ tween Washington and City Point, making it necessary to transmit 
messages a part of the way by boat. It took from twenty-four to 
_ thirty-six hours to get dispatches through and return answers back, — 
go that often orders would be given, and then information would be 
received showing a different state of facts from those on which they 
were based, causing a confusion and apparent contradiction of orders 
that must have eonsiderably embarrassed those who had to execute 
them, and rendered operations against the enemy less effective than 
they otherwise would have been. To remedy this evil, it was evi- 
dent to my mind that some person should have the supreme command 
of all the forces in the Departments of West Virginia, Washington, 
Susquehanna, and the Middle Department, and I so recommended. 
On the 2d of August I ordered General Sheridan to report in per- 
son to Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff, at Washington, with a 
view to his assignment to the command of all the forces against 
Early. At this time the enemy was concentrated in the neighbor- 
hood of Winchester, while our forces, under General Hunter, were 
concentrated on the Monocacy, at the crossing of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, leaving open to the enemy Western Maryland and 
Southern Pennsylvania, From where I was, I hesitated to give posi- 
tive orders for the movement of our forces at Monocacy, lest by so 
doing I should expose Washington.* Therefore, on the 4th, I left 
City Point to visit Hunter’s command, and determine for myself 
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_ against Richmond, so that they might be used in amovement against 
__ Lee before the return of the troops sent by him into the valley, and = 
_ that Hunter should remain in the Shenandoah Valley, keeping be- __ 

tween any force of~the enemy and Washington, acting on the — 


and Nineteenth Corps could leave Washington. Subsequently the 2 
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13 


what was best to 
teh 


beer yy 
i : 


1864-8 p.m. 


y 
- There are now onthe way to join you three other brigades of the best of cavalry, — 


4 numbering at least 5,000 men and horses. These will be instructed, in the absence 


of further orders, to join you by the south side of the Potomac. One brigade will 
probably start to-morrow. In pushing up the Shenandoah Valley, where it is ex- 
pected you will have to go first or last, it is desirable that nothing should be left to — 
invite the enemy to return. Take all provisions, forage, and stock wanted for the 
use of your command ; such as cannot be consumed destroy. It is not desirable 
that the buildings should be destroyed ; they should rather be protected, but the 
people should be informed that so long as an army can subsist among them recur- 
rences of these raids must be expected, and we are determined to stop them at all 
hazards. Bear in mind the object is to drive the enemy south, and to do this you 
want to keep him always in sight. Be guided in your course by the course he takes. 

Make your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving regular vouchers 
for such as will be taken from loyal citizens in the country through which ‘you 
march. 


U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General... 


The troops were immediately put in motion, and the advance 
reached Halltown that night. 

General Hunter having, in our conversation, expressed a willing- 
ness to be relieved from command, I telegraphed to have General 
Sheridan, then at, Washington, sent to Harper’s Ferry by the morn- 
ing train, with orders to take general command of all the troops in 
the field, and to call on General Hunter at Monocacy, who would 
turn over to him my letter of instructions. I remained at Monocacy 
until General Sheridan arrived, on the morning of the 6th, and after 
a conference with him in relation to military affairs in that vicinity, 
I returned to City Point by way of Washington. On the 7th of Au- 
gust the Middle Department and the Departments of West Virginia, 
Washington, and Susquehanna were constituted into the ‘ Middle 
Military Division,” and Major-General Sheridan was assigned to tem- 
porary command of the same. Two divisions of cavalry, commanded 
by Generals Torbert and Wilson, were sent to Sheridan from the 
Army of the Potomac. The first reached him at Harper’s Ferry 
about the 11th of August. His operations during the month of Au- 
gust and the fore part of September were both of an offensive and 
defensive character, resulting in many severe skirmishes, principally 
by the cavalry, in which we were generally successful, but no gen- 
eral engagement took place. The two armies lay in sucha position— 
the enemy on the west bank of Opequon Creek, covering Winches- 
ter, and our forces in front of Berryville—that either could bring 
on a battle at any time. Defeat to us would lay open to the enemy 
the States of Maryland and Pennsylvania for long distances before 
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another army could be interposed to check him. Under these cir-’ 
- cumstances I hesitated about allowing the initiative to be taken, | 
_ Finally, the use of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesa- 
- nt and Ohio Canal, which were both obstructed by the enemy, 
4 ecame so indispensably necessary to us, and the importance of re- 
r lieving Pennsylvania and Maryland from continuously threatened 
_ invasion so great, that I determined the risk should be taken. But 
_ fearing to telegraph the order for an attack without knowing more 
_ than I did of General Sheridan’s feelings as to what would be the 
_ probable result, I left, City Point on the 15th of September to visit 
_ him at his headquarters, to decide, after conference with him, what 
_ should be done. I met him at Charlestown, and he pointed out so 
distinctly how each army lay, what he could de the moment he was © 
authorized, and expressed such confidence of success that I saw there 
were but two words of instruction necessary—Go in! For the con- 
venience of forage the teams for supplying the army were kept at. 
Harper’s Ferry. I asked him if he could get out his teams and sup+ 
plies in time to make an attack on the ensuing Tuesday morning. 
His reply was that he could before daylight on Monday. He was 
off promptly to time, and I may here add that the result was such 
that I have never since deemed it necessary to visit General Sheridan 
before giving him orders. Early on the morning of the 19th, Gen- 
eral Sheridan attacked General Karly at the crossing on the Opequon 
Creek, and after a most sanguinary and bloody battle, lasting until 
5 o’clock in the evening, defeated him with heavy loss, carrying his 
entire position from Opequon Creek to Winchester, capturing several 
thousand prisoners and five pieces of artillery. The enemy rallied 
-and made a stand in a strong position at Fisher’s Hill, where he was 
attacked and again defeated with heavy loss on the 20th [22d]. 
Sheridan pursued him with great energy through Harrisonburg, 
Staunton, and the gaps of the Blue Ridge. After stripping the 
upper valley of most of the supplies and provisions for the rebel 
army, he returned to Strasburg and took position on the north side 
of Cedar Creek. 

Having received considerable re-enforcements, General Karly again 
returned to the valley, and on the 9th of October his cavalry encoun- 
tered ours near Strasburg, where the rebels were defeated with the loss 
of eleven pieces of artillery and 350 prisoners. On the night of the 
18th, the enemy crossed the mountains which separate the branches 
of the Shenandoah, forded the North Fork, and early on the morning 
of the 19th, under cover of the darkness and the fog, surprised and 
turned our left flank, capturing the batteries which enfiladed our 
whole'line. Our troops fell back with heavy loss and in much con- 
fusion, but were finally rallied between Middletown and Newtown. 
At this juncture General Sheridan, who was at Winchester when 
the battle commenced, arrived on the field, arranged his lines just 
in time to repulse a heavy attack of the enemy, and immediately 
assuming the offensive, he attacked in turn with great vigor. The 
enemy was defeated with great slaughter and the loss of most of his 
artillery and trains and the trophies he had captured in the morning. 
The wreck of his army escaped during the night and fled in the 
direction of Staunton and Lynchburg. Pursuit was made to Mount 
Jackson. Thus ended this, the enemy’s last attempt to invade the 
North via the Shenandoah Valley. I was now enabled to return the 
Sixth Corps to the Army of the Potomac, and to send one division 
from Sheridan’s army to the Army of the James, and another to 
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‘Savannah, Ga., to hold Sherman’s new acquisitions on the sea-coast, _ 
and thus enable him to move without detaching from his force for — 
a6 


that purpose.* oN Sarg 8 
-_ Reports from various sources led me to believe that the enemy 


had detached three divisions from Petersburg to re-enforce Karly 
in the Shenandoah Valley. I therefore sent the Second Corps and 
 Gregg’s division of cavalry, of the Army of the Potomac, and a 
force of General Butler’s army, on the night of the 13th of August, 
to threaten Richmond from the north side of the James, to prevent 
him from sending troops away, and, if possible, to draw back those 


-- gent. In this move we captured six pieces of artillery and several 


’ hundred prisoners, detained troops that were under marching orders, 
and ascertained that but one division (Kershaw’s) of the three re- 
uted detached had gone. The enemy having withdrawn heavily 
pes Petersburg to resist this movement, the Fifth Corps, General 
Warren commanding, was moved out on the 18th and took possession 
of the Weldon railroad. During the day he had considerable fight- 
ing. To regain possession of the road, the enemy made repeated and 
desperate assaults, but was each time repulsed with great loss, On 
the night of the 20th, the troops on the north side of the James were 
withdrawn, and Hancock and Gregg returned to the front of Peters- 
burg. On the 25th the Second Corps and Gregg’s division of cav- 
alry, while at Reams’ Station destroying the railroad, were attacked, 
and after desperate fighting a part of our line gave way and five pieces 
of artillery fell into the hands of the enemy. By the 12th of Sep- 
tember a branch railroad was completed from the City Point and 
Petersburg Railroad to the Weldon railroad, enabling us to supply 
without difficulty, in all weather, the army in front of Petersburg. 
The extension of our lines across the Weldon railroad compelled 

. the enemy to so extend his that it seemed he could have but few 
troops north of the James for the defense of Richmond. On the 
night of the 28th, the Tenth Corps, Major-General Birney, and the 
Highteenth Corps, Major-General Ord commanding, of General 
Butler’s army, were crossed to the north side of the James, and 
advanced on the morning of the 29th, carrying the very strong 
fortifications and intrenchments below Chaffin’s Farm, known as 
Fort Harrison, capturing fifteen pieces of artillery and the New 
_ Market road and intrenchments. This success was followed up by 
a gallant assault upon Fort Gilmer, immediately in front of the 
Chaffin’s Farm fortifications, in which we were repulsed with heavy 
loss. Kautz’s cavalry was pushed forward on the road to the right of 
this, supported by infantry, and reached the enemy’s inner line, but 
was unable to get farther. The position captured from the enemy 
was so threatening to Richmond that I determined to hold it. The 
enemy made several desperate attempts to dislodge us, all of which 
were unsuccessful, and for which he paid dearly. On the morning 
of the 30th, General Meade sent out a reconnaissance, with a view 
to attacking the enemy’s line if it was found sufficiently weakened 
by withdrawal of troops to the north side. In this reconnaissance 
we captured and held the enemy’s works near Poplar Spring Church. 
In the afternoon troops moving to get to the left of the point gained 
were attacked by the enemy in heavy force and compelled to fall 
back until supported by the forces holding the captured works. Our 


* Subordinate reports of operations in the Shenandoah Valley fr ; 
December 31, 1864, will appear in Vol. XLIII. 7 OS 


| South Side Railroad, until the Second Corps and part of the cavalry — : 
reached the Boydton plank road, where it crosses Hatcher’s Run. 


' 
r 


_which I had ae by this movement to reach and hold. But find- 


ttacked, bu 
mn the 7th of October the enemy attac’ 

the James and drove it back with hea 

d, seer <n een and the loss of all the artille 
ne pieces. This he followed up by an attack on our in- 
nfantry line, but was repulsed with severe slaughter. On 
th , a reconnaissance was sent out by General Butler with a view - 
o drive the enemy from some new works he was constructing, which _ 
ted in very heavy loss to us. — | ie ee epee 
On the 27th, the Army of the Potomac, leaving only sufficient men - 


of Hatcher’s Run, and moved up the south side of it toward the _ 


At this point we were 6 miles distant from the South Side Railroad, 


ing that we had not reached the end of the enemy’s fortifications, 


and no place presenting itself for a successful assault by which he 


might be doubled up and shortened, I determined to withdraw to 


- within our fortified lines. Orders were given accordingly. Imme-. 
_ diately upon receiving a report that General Warren had connected 
_ with General Hancock I returned to my headquarters. Soon after 
_ Lleft the enemy moved out across Hatcher’s Run, in the gap between 
- Generals Hancock and Warren, which was not closed as reported, 


& 
pf 


and made a desperate attack on General Hancock’s right and rear. 
General Hancock immediately faced his corps to meet it, and after 
a bloody combat drove the enemy within his works, and withdrew 
that night to his old position. Insupportof this movement General 
Butler made a demonstration on the north side of the James, and ° 


_ attacked the enemy on the Williamsburg road and also on the York 


River Railroad. In the former he was unsuccessful; in the latter he 
succeeded in carrying a work which was afterward abandoned, and 


his forces withdrawn to their former positions. 


From this time forward the operations in front of Petersburg and 
Richmond, until the spring campaign of 1865, were confined to the 
defense and extension of our lines and to offensive movements for 
crippling the enemy’s lines of communication and to prevent his de- |, 


_ taching any considerable force to send south.* By the 7th of Feb-- 


“ 


co 


ruary our lines were extended to Hatcher’s Run, and the Weldon 
railroad had been destroyed to Hicksford. 

General Sherman moved from Chattanooga on the 6th of May, 
with the Armies of the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio, com- 
manded, respectively, by Generals Thomas, McPherson, and Scho- 
field, upon Johnston’s army at Dalton; but finding the enemy’s posi- 
tions at Buzzard Roost, covering Dalton, too strong to be assaulted, 
General McPherson was sent through Snake [Creek] Gap to turn it, 
while Generals Thomas and Schofield threatened it in front and on 
the north. This movement was successful. Johnston, finding his 
retreat likely to be cut off, fell back to his fortified position at Resaca, 
where he was attacked on the afternoon of May 15. A heavy battle 
ensued. During the night the enemy retreated south. Late on the 


* Subordinate reports of operations against Petersburg and Richmond from Au- 
gust 1 to December 31, 1864, will appear in Vol. XLII. 


to hold its fortified line, moved by the enemy’s right flank. The 
Second Corps, followed by two divisions of the Fifth Corps, with 
_ the cavalry in advance and covering our left flank, forced a passage 


- tant was on t 
-. at Dallas, but received a terrible and bloody repulse. 
On the 4th of June Johnston abandoned his intrenched position — 
-at New Hope Church and retreated to the strong positions of Ken- 


turning the difficult pass at Allatoona. On the afternoon of the 


25th, the advance, under General Hooker, had a severe battle with 
the enemy, driving him back to New Hope Church, near Dallas. 
Several sharp encounters occurred at this point. The most impor- 

ive 28th, when the enemy assaulted General McPherson 


esaw, Pine, and Lost Mountains. He was forced to yield the two 


last-named places and concentrate his army on Kenesaw, where, on 
the 27th, Generals Thomas and McPherson made a determined but 


unsuccessful assault. On the night of the 2d of July Sherman 
commenced moving his army by the right flank, and on the morning 


of the 3d found that the enemy, in consequence of this movement, 


had abandoned Kenesaw and retreated across the Chattahoochee. 
General Sherman remained on the Chattahoochee to give his men 
rest and get up stores until the 17th of July, when he resumed his 
operations, crossed the Chattahoochee, destroyed a large portion of 
the railroad to Augusta, and drove the enemy back to Atlanta. At 
this place General Hood succeeded General Johnston in command 
of the rebel army, and, assuming the offensive-defensive policy, made 


_ several severe attacks upon*Sherman in the vicinity of Atlanta, 


the most desperate and determined of which was on the 22d of July. 
About 1 p. m. of this day the brave, accomplished, and noble-hearted 
McPherson was killed. General Logan succeeded him, and com- 
manded the Army of the Tennessee through this desperate battle, 
and until he was superseded by Major-General Howard, on the 


26th, with the same success and ability that had characterized him | 


in the command of a corps or division. In all these attacks the 
enemy was repulsed with great loss. Finding it impossible to en- 
tirely invest the place, General Sherman, after securing his line of 
communications across the Chattahoochee, moved his main. force 
round by the enemy’s left flank upon the Montgomery and Macon 
roads, to draw the enemy from his fortifications. In this he suc- 
ceeded, and, after defeating the enemy near Rough and Ready, Jones- 
borough, and_Lovejoy’s, forcing him to retreat to the south, on the 
ad of September occupied Atlanta, the objective point of his cam- 
paign. About the time of this move the rebel cavalry, under 
Wheeler, attempted to cut his communications in the rear, but was 
repulsed at Dalton and driven into East Tennessee, whence it pro- 
ceeded west to McMinnville, Murfreesborough, and Franklin, and 
was finally driven south of the Tennessee. The damage done by 
this raid was repaired in a few days. During the partial investment 
of Atlanta, General Rousseau joined General Sherman with a force 
of cavalry from Decatur, having made a successful raid upon the 
Atlanta and Montgomery Railroad and its branches near Opelika, 


ville on the 19th, but, during the ensuing night, retreated across the 
Etowah. While these operations were going on, General Jefferson 
- G. Davis’ division of Thomas’ army was sent to Rome, capturing 
it with its forts and artillery and its valuable mills vijay 4 
- General Sherman having given his army a few days’ rest at this 
point, again put it in motion on the 23d for Dallas, with a view of 


+ 
- 
“4 


7 


“a 
i 


ul, and b 
during t! 


ying it, gi 

: : 3 dependent | 

the supply of his armies upon a single-track railroad from Nashvill 

to the point where he was operating. This passed the entire dis 

tance through a hostile country, Sal every foot of it had to be pro 

tected by troops. The cavalry force of the enemy under Forrest, in — 

_ Northern Mississippi, was evidently waiting for Sherman to advance _ 

_ far enough into the mountains of Georgia to make a retreat dis- — 

__astrous, to get upon this line and destroy it beyond the possibility of | 

‘further use. To guard against this danger Sherman left what he Sips) 7 a 

_ posed to be a sufficient force to operate against Forrest in West Ten- 

_nessee. He directed General Washburn, who commanded there, to. 

_ send Brig.Gen. 8. D. Sturgis, in command of this force, to attack him, ” 

» On the morning of the 10th of June General Sturgis met the enemy __ 

near Guntown, Miss., was badly beaten, and driven back in utter = 

- rout and confusion to Memphis, a,distance of about 100 miles, hotly . 

pursued by the enemy. By this, however, the enemy was defeated 

in his designs upon Sherman’s line of communications. The per- 

sistency with which he followed up this success exhausted him, and 

- made-a season for rest and repairs necessary. In the mean time 

Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, with the troops of the Army of the Tennes- | 

see that had been sent by General Sherman to General Banks, 

arrived at Memphis on their return from Red River, where they had - 

done most excellent service. He was directed by General Sherman 

to immediately take the offensive against Forrest. This he did with  — 

the promptness and effect which has characterized his whole mili- 

tary career. On the 14th of July he met the enemy at Tupelo, Miss., 

and whipped him badly. The fighting continued through three 

days. Our loss was small compared with that of theenemy. Having 

accomplished the object of his expedition, General Smith returned to 

Memphis.+ During the months of March and April this same force 

under Forrest annoyed us considerably. On the 24th of March it 

captured Union City, Ky., and its garrison, and on the 24th rue 

attacked Paducah, commanded by Col. 8. G. Hicks, Fortieth Iinois 

Volunteers. Colonel Hicks having but a small force, withdrew to 

the forts near the river, from where he repulsed the enemy and drove 

him from the place. On the 13th of April, part of this force, under 

the rebel General Buford, summoned the garrison of Columbus, 

Ky., to surrender, but received for reply from Colonel Lawrence, 

Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers, that, being placed there by 

his Government with adequate force to hold his post and repel all 

enemies from it, surrender was out of the question. On the morn- 

ing of the same day{ Forrest attacked Fort Pillow, Tenn., garrisoned 

by a detachment of Tennessee cavalry and the First Regiment Ala- 

bama Colored Troops, commanded by Major Booth. The garrison 

fought bravely until about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when the - 
*Subordinate reports of the Atlanta campaign will appear in Vol. XXXVI. 
+Subordinate reports of Sturgis’ and A. J. Smith’s expeditions will appear in 


Vol. XXXIX. ; 
{A mistake. Forrest attacked Fort Pillow on April 12. 


details of that most successful campaign.* He was 


. tee 


~ ees 


~ enemy carried the works by assault, and, after our men threw down 


their arms, proceeded to.an inhuman and merciless massacre of the — 
garrison. On the 14th, General Buford, having failed at Columbus, - 

appeared before Paducah, but was again driven off. * ae = 
os: Gyerrifind and raiders, seemingly emboldened by Forrest’s:opera- 


tions, were also very active in Kentucky. The most noted of these 


was Morgan. With a force of from 2,000 to 3,000 cavalry he entered 


the State through Pound Gap inthe latter partof May. Onthe 11th 
of June he attacked and captured Cynthiana, with its entire garrison. 
On the 12th, he was overtaken by General Burbridge and completely 


routed with heavy loss, and was finally driven out of the State. This — 


notorious guerrilla was afterward surprised and killed near Greene- 
ville, Tenn., and his command captured and dispersed by General 
Gillem. 

In the absence of official reports of the commencement of the Red 
River expedition, except so far as relates to the movements of the 
troops sent by General Sherman under A. J. Smith, I am unable to 
give the date of its starting. The troops under General Smith, com- 


_ prising two divisions of the Sixteenth and adetachment of the Seyen- 


_teenth Army Corps, left Vicksburg on the 10th of March and reached 
the designated point on Red River one day earlier than that appointed 
by General Banks. The rebel forces at Fort De Russy, thinking to 
defeat him, left the fort on the 14th to give him battle in the open 
field ; but, while occupying the enemy with skirmishing and demon- 
strations, Smith pushed forward to Fort De Russy, which had been 
left with a weak garrison, and captured it, with its garrison, about 
350 men, eleven pieces of artillery, and many small-arms. Our loss 
was but slight. On the 145th he pushed forward to Alexandria, 
which place he reached on the 18th. On the 21st, he had an engage- 
ment with the enemy at Henderson’s Hill, in which he defeated him, 
capturing 210 puns and four pieces of artillery. On the 28th, he 
again attacked and defeated the enemy under the rebel General Tay- 
lor at Cane River.{ By the 26th, General Banks had assembled his 
whole army at Alexandria and pushed forward to Grand Ecore. On 
the morning of April 6, he moved from Grand Ecore. On the after- 
noon of the 7th, his advance engaged the enemy near Pleasant Hill 
and drove him from the field. On the same afternoon the enemy 
made a stand 8 miles beyond Pleasant Hill, but was again compelled 
to retreat. On the 8th, at Sabine Cross-Roads and Peach Hill, the 
enemy attacked and defeated his advance, capturing nineteen pieces 
of artillery and an immense amount of transportation and stores. 
During the night General Banks fell back to Pleasant Hill, where 
another battle was fought on the 9th, and the enemy repulsed with 
great loss. During the night General Banks continued his retrograde 
movement to Grand Kcore, and thence to Alexandria, which he 
reached on the 27th of April. Here a serious difficulty arose in getting 
Admiral Porter’s fleet, which accompanied the expedition, over the 
rapids, the water having fallen so much since they passed up as to 
prevent their return, At the suggestion of Colonel (now Brigadier- 
General) Bailey, and under his superintendence, wing-dams were 
constructed, by which the channel was contracted so that the fleet 
passed down the rapids in safety. 


*For subordinate reports of Forrest's expedition into West Tennesse = 
tucky, see Vol. XXXII, Part I, p. 501. : pias 


e is a subordinate reports of operations in Kentucky and East Tennessee, see Vol. 


{A mistake. A.J. Smith’s command reached Cotile Landing March 28. 
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hy The army evacuated’ Alexandria on the 14th of ‘May, after con- oe 
siderable skirmishing with the enemy’s advance, and reached Mor- 
ganza and Point Coupée near the end of the month. Thedisastrous. 
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termination of this expedition, and the lateness of the season, ren- ' 


_ dered impracticable the carrying out of my plans of a movement in 


_ force sufficient to insure the capture of Mobile. 
: 

_ the Seventh Army Corps to co-operate with General Banks’ expedi- 
tion on Red River, and reached Arkadelphia on the 28th. On the 


On the 23d of March Major-General Steele left Little Rock with 


16th of April, after driving the enemy before him, he was joined 
near Elkin’s Ferry, in Ouachita County, by General Thayer, who 


had marched from Fort Smith. After several severe skirmishes, in. 


which the enemy was defeated, General Steele reached Camden, 
which he occupied about the middle of April. On learning the 


defeat and consequent retreat of General Banks on Red River and. 


the loss of one of his own trains at Marks’ Mills, in Dallas County, 


J General Steele determined to fall back to the Arkansas River. He 


left Camden on the 26th of April and reached Little Rock on the 2d 
of May. On the 30th of April the enemy attacked him while cross- 


ing Saline River at Jenkins’ Ferry, but was repulsed wrth considera-. | 


ble loss. Our loss was about 600 in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
Major-General Canby, who had been assigned to the command of 
the Military Division of West Mississippi, was therefore directed to 
send the Nineteenth Army Corps to join the armies operating against 
Richmond, and to limit the remainder of his command to such oper- 


ations as might be necessary to hold the positions and lines of com- 


munications he then occupied. Before starting General A. J. 
Smith’s troops back to Sherman, General Canby sent a part.of it to 
disperse a force of the enemy that was collecting near the Mississippi 
River. General Smith met and defeated this force near Lake Chicot 
on the 5th of June. Our loss was about 40 killed and 70 wounded. 
In the latter part of July General Canby sent Maj. Gen. Gordon 
Granger, with such forces as he could collect, to co-operate with 
Admiral Farragut against the defenses of Mobile Bay. ‘On the 8th 
of August Fort Gaines surrendered to the combined naval and land 
forces. Fort Powell was blown up and abandoned. On the 9th, 
Fort Morgan was invested, and after a severe bombardment sur- 
rendered on the 23d. The total captures amounted to1,464 prisoners 
and 104 pieces of artillery.* 

About the last of August, it being reported that the rebel General 
Price, with a force of about 10,000 men, had reached Jacksonport, 
on his way to invade Missouri, General A. J. Smith’s command, then 
en route from Memphis to join Sherman, was ordered to Missouri. 
A eavalry force was also, at the same time, sent from Memphis, 
under command of Colonel Winslow. This made General Rosecrans’ 
forces superior to those of Price, and no doubt was entertained ‘he 
would be able to check Price and drive him back, while the forces 
under General Steele, in Arkansas; would cut off his retreat, On 
the 26th day of September Price attacked Pilot Knob and forced the 
garrison to retreat, and thence moved north tothe Missouri River, 
and continued up that river toward Kansas. General Curtis, com- 
manding Department of Kansas, immediately collected such forces 
as he could to repel his invasion of Kansas, while General Rose- 
crans’ cavalry was operating in his rear. The enemy was brought 
* Subordinate reports of operations against Mobile will appear in Vol, XXXIX, 
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General Rosecrans should not have concentrated his forces a: 

- beaten and driven Price before the latter reached Pilot Knob.* 
September 20, the enemy’s cayalry under Forrest crossed the Ten- 
~ nessee near Waterloo, Ala., and on the 23d attacked the garrison at 
after the surrender two regiments of re-enforcements arrived, and 
after a severe fight were compelled to surrender. Forrest destroyed 
the railroad westward, captured the garrison at Sulphur Branch ~ 

trestle, skirmished with the garrison at Pulaski on the 27th, and on — 
_ the same day cut the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad near Tul- 
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on the Big Blue and defeated, with the 1 
sry and trains and a large numer of pri 

pitate retreat to Northern Arkansas. 
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] ng time, and the incalculable mischief done by him, shor Ss 
purpose a superior force may be used. There is no rea 


Athens, consisting of 600 men, which capitulated on the 24th. Soon 


lahoma and Decherd. On the morning of the 30th, one column of 


_ Forrest’s command, under Buford, appeared before Huntsville, and 
summoned the surrender of the garrison. Receiving an answer in 


the negative, he remained in the vicinity of the place until next, 
morning, when he again summoned its surrender, and received the 
same reply as on the night before. He withdrew in the direction of 


Athens, which place had been regarrisoned, and attacked it on the — 


afternoon of the 1st of October, but without success. On the morn- 
ing of the 2d, he renewed his attack, but was handsomely repulsed. 
Another column under Forrest appeared before Columbia on the 
morning of the Ist, but did not make an attack. On the morning of 
the 3d, he moved toward Mount Pleasant. While these operations 
were going on every exertion was made by General Thomas to de- 
stroy the forces under Forrest before he could recross the Tennessee, 


_ but was unable to prevent his escape to Corinth, Miss. In Septem- 


vate 


ng 


ber an expedition under General Burbridge was sent to destroy the _ 


salt-works at Saltville, Va. He met the enemy on the 2d of October, 
about 34 miles from Saltville, and drove him into his strongly in- 
_ trenched position around the salt-works, from which he was unable 


to dislodge him. During the night he withdrew his command and. 


returned to Kentucky. +t 

General Sherman, immediately after the fall of Atlanta, put his 
armies in camp in and about the place, and made all preparations 
for refitting and supplying them for future service. The great 
length of road from Atlanta to the Cumberland River, however 
which had to be guarded, allowed the troops but little rest. : 

During this time Jeff. Davis made a speech in Macon, Ga., which 
was reported in the papers of the South, and soon became known 
to the whole country, disclosing the plans of the enemy, thus en- 
abling General Sherman to fully meet them. . He exhibited the weak- 
ness of supposing that an army that had been beaten and fearfully 
decimated in a vain attempt at the defensive could successfully un- 
dertake the offensive against the army that had so often defeated it. 
In execution of this plan, Hood, with his army, was soon reported 
to the southwest of Atlanta. Moving far to Sherman’s rieht, he 
succeeded in reaching the railroad about Big Shanty, and “moved 
north on it. 


* Subordinate reports of operations in Missouri will appear in Vol. XLT. 


4 Sa reports of operations in Alabama and Tennessee will appear in Vol, 
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and Peet spn me as astollows : 


ich. Short Wilson jast weeatyed.- = Hood is now Posting! ‘Clie River, 
elow Rome, bound west. If he passes over the Mobile and Ohio road, had 
better execute the plan of my letter sent by Colonel Porter, and leave Genera 
cee with the troops now in Tennessee, to defend the State? He will have an. 
ple force when the re-enforcements ordered reach Nashville. = 
: W. a SHERMAN, 

~ Major-General. a 


: 3 ‘For a full iriderstending of ie Alan referred to in this dispatch, e 
a quote from the letter sent ‘by Colonel Porter : 

££ Iwill therefore give my opinion that your army and Canby’s should ee eer ey se 
the maximum; that, after you get Wilmington, you strike for Savannah and the 
river; that Canby be instructed to hold the Mississippi River, and send a force to get 
Columbus, Ga., either by the way of the Alabama or Appalachicola, and that I keep | 
~ Hood employed and put my army in final order for a march on Augusta, Columbia, — 
_ and Charleston, to be ready as soon as eae is sealed as to commerce and the — 
city of Savannah is in our possession. i : 


_ This was in reply to a letter of mine tof date September 12, in — 

answer to a dispatch of his containing substantially the same propo- 
sition, and in which I informed him of a proposed movement against 
eg Wilming ton, and of the situation in Virginia, &c. Ae 
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City Pont, VaA., Depgher 11,,1864—11 a.m.) > 
~ Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN: eae 
Your dispatch of October 10 received. Does it not took as if Hood was going to ‘Ee 
attempt the invasion of Middle Tennessee, using the Mobile and Ohio and Memphis uae 
and Charleston roads to supply his base on the Tennessee River, about Florence or ~ 
Decatur? If he does this he ought to be met and prevented from getting north of 
the Tennessee River. If you were to cut loose, Ido not believe you would meet 
Hood’s army; but would be bushwhacked by all the old men, little boys, and such 
railroad guards as are still left at home. Hood would probably strike for Nashville, : 
_ thinking that by going north he could inflict greater damage upon us than we could ; 
% upon the rebels by going south. If there is any way of getting at Hood’s army I” 
. would prefer that ; but I must trust to your own judgment. I find I shall not be : 
able to send a force from here to act with you on Savannah. Your movements, | 
therefore, will be independent of mine, at least until the fall of Richmond takes — 
place. LIamafraid Thomas, with such lines of road as he has to protect, could not 
prevent Hood from going north. With Wilson turned loose with all your cavalry, 
- you will find the rebels put much more on the defensive than heretofore. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


i 


KINGSTON, GaA., October 11, 1864—11 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT : 

Hood moved his army from Palmetto Station across by Dallas and Cedartown, 
and is now on the Coosa River, south of Rome. He threw one corps on my road at’ 
Acworth, and I was forced to follow. I hold Atlanta with the Twentieth Corps, 
and have strong detachments along my line. This reduces my active force toa 
comparatively small army. Wecannot remain here on the defensive. With the 
25,000 men, and the bold cavalry he has, he can constantly break my roads. I 
would infinitely prefer to make a wreck of the road and of the country from Chat- 
tanooga to Atlanta, including the latter city, send back all my wounded and worth- 
less, and, with my effective army, move through Georgia, smashing things to the 
sea. Hood may turn into Tennessee and Kentucky, but I believe he will be forced 


aj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN: — Se é iy a 

_ Your dispatch of to-day received. If you are satisfied the trip to the sea-coast 

can be made, holding the line of “e pohece ae firmly, th aes 8 ue its” 
in, rai h of Dalt r Chattanooga, as you think best. _ 

paoying all the railroad south of Dalton BF i ORANT. . 

Ege cae Lieutenant-General, — 


to the coast, with a garrison left on the southern railroads leading ~ 


- West; in other words, cut the would-be Confederacy in two again, | 


River. General Sherman’s plan virtually effected this object. Gen- 
eral Sherman commenced at once his preparations for his proposed — 
movement, keeping his army in position in the mean time to watch 
Hood. Becoming satisfied that Hood had moved westward from 
Gadsden across Sand Mountain, General Sherman sent the Fourth 
~*~ Corps, Major-General Stanley commanding, and the Twenty-third 
Corps, Major-General Schofield commanding, back to Chattanooga 
to report to Major-General Thomas, at Nashville, whom he had 
placed in command of all the troops of his military division save 
__ the four army corps and cavalry division he designed to move with | 
through Georgia. With the troops thus left at his disposal, there 
was little doubt that General Thomas could hold the line of the 
_ Tennessee, or in the event Hood should force it, would be able to 
concentrate and beat him in battle. It was therefore readily con- 
- sented to that Sherman should start for the sea-coast. Having 
_concentrated his troops at Atlanta by the 14th of November, he com- 
menced his march, threatening both Augusta and Macon. His 
coming-out point could not be definitely fixed. Having to gather 
his subsistence as he marched through the country, it was not impos- 
sible that a force inferior to his own might compel him to head for 
‘such point as he could reach, instead of such as he might prefer. 
The blindness of the enemy, however, in ignoring his movement, 
and sending Hood’s army, the only considerable force he had west 
of Richmond and east of the Mississippi River, northward on an 
offensive campaign, left the whole country open and Sherman’s 
route to his own choice. How that campaign was. conducted, how 
little opposition was met with, the condition of the country through 
which the armies passed, the capture of Fort McAllister, on the 
_ Savannah River, and the occupation of Savannah on the 2st of 
_ . December, are all clearly set forth in General Sherman’s admirable 
| peport.* 
Soon after General Sherman commenced his march from Atlanta, 
_ two expeditions, one from Baton Rouge, La., and one from Vicks- 
burg, Miss., were started by General Canby to cut the enemy’s lines 
of communication with Mobile and detain troops in that field. Gen- 


tes 


* Subordinate reports of the Savannah campaign will appear in Vol. XLIV, 
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ae Tt was the original design to hold Atlanta, and by getting through I 
east and west through Georgia, to effectually sever the Kast fromthe _ 


as it had been cut once by our gaining possession of the Mississippi — 
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“eral Foster, commanding Department of the South, also sent an ex- 
cope via Broad River, to destroy the railroad between Charles: 
ton and Savannah. The expedition from Vicksburg, under command — 
: of Bvt. Brig. Gen. E. D. Osband (colonel Third U. 8. Colored Cay- 
-alry), captured, on the 27th of November, and destroyed the Missis- 
_ sippi Central Railroad bridge and trestle-work over Big Black River, | 
» near Canton, 30 miles of the road, and two locomotives, besides large |. 
_ amounts of stores. The expedition from Baton Rouge was without = 
favorable results. The expedition fromthe Department of theSouth, 
_ under the immediate command of Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, consist- 
ing of about 5,000 men of all arms, including a brigade from the 
Navy, proceeded up Broad River and embarked at. Boyd’s Neck on ~ 
the 29th of November, from where it moved to strike the railroad.at - | 
Grahamsville. At Honey Hill, about 3 miles from Grahamsville, 
the enemy was found and attacked in a strongly fortified position, 
which resulted, after severe fighting, in our repulse with a loss of | 
746 in killed, wounded, and missing. During the night General 
Hatch withdrew. On the 6th of December General Foster obtained 
a position covering the Charleston and Savannah Railroad, between 
_the Coosawhatchie and Tulifinny Rivers. Hood, instead of following 
Sherman, continued his move northward, which:seemed to me to be 
leading to his certain doom. At all events, had I had the power to © 
command both armies, I should not have changed. the orders under 
_ which he seemed to be acting. On the 26th of October the advance 
of Hood’s army attacked the garrison at Decatur, Ala., but failing 
to carry the place, withdrew toward Courtland, and succeeded, in 
the face of our cavalry, in effecting a lodgment on the north side of 
the Tennessee River, near Florence. On'the 28th, Forrest reached 
the Tennessee, at Fort Heiman, and captured a gun-boat and three 
transports. On the 2d of November he planted batteries above and 
below Johnsonville, on the opposite side of the river, isolating three 
gun-boats and eight transports. On the 4th, the enemy opened his 
batteries upon the place, and was replied to from the gun-boats and 
the garrison. The gun-boats becoming disabled were set on fire, as 
also were the transports, to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. About $1,500,000 worth of stores and property on the 
levee and in store-houses was consumed by fire. On the 5th, the en- 
emy disappeared and crossed to the north side of the Tennessee 
River, above Johnsonville, moving toward Clifton, and subsequently 
joined Hood. On the night of the 5th, General Schofield, with the 
advance of the Twenty-third Corps, reached Johnsonville, but find- 
ing the enemy gone, was ordered to Pulaski, and put in command 
of all the troops there, with instructions to watch the movements of 
Hood and retard his advance, but not to risk a general engagement 
until the arrival of General A. J. Smith’s command from Missouri, 
and until General Wilson could get his cavalry remounted. 

On the 19th, General Hood continued his advance. General 
Thomas, retarding him as much as possible, fell back toward Nash- 
ville for the purpose of concentrating his command and gaining time 
for the arrival of re-enforcements. The enemy coming up with our 
main force, commanded by General Schofield, at Franklin, on the 
30th, assaulted our works repeatedly during the afternoon until late 
at night, but were in every instance repulsed. His loss in this battle 
was 1,750 killed, 702 prisoners, and 3,800 wounded. Among his 
losses were 6 general officers killed, 6 wounded, and 1 captured. 

Our entire loss was 2,300. This was the first serious opposition the 
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defeated and drove him from the field in the utmost confusion, leav- _ 
ing in our hands most of his artillery and many thousand prisoners, 
- including 4 general officers. ; 
_ Before the battle of Nashville I grew very impatient over, as it 
- appeared to me, the unnecessary delay. This impatience was increased 
upon learning that the enemy had sent a force of eavalry across the 
Cumberland into Kentucky. I feared Hood would cross his whole 
army and give us great trouble there. After urging upon General 
_ Thomas the necessity of immediately assuming the offensive, I started 


west to superintend matters there in person. Reaching Washington 


_ City, I received General Thomas’ dispatch announcing his attack- 
upon the enemy, and the result as far as the battle had pe 
I was delighted. All fears and apprehensions were dispelled. Iam 


not yet satisfied but that General Thomas, immediately upon the 


appearance of Hood before Nashville, and before he had time to 
_ fortify, should have moved out with his whole force and given him 
battle, instead of waiting to remount his cavalry, which delayed 


him until the inclemency of the weather made it impracticable to 


attack earlier than he did. But his final defeat of Hood was so com- 
plete that it will be accepted as a vindication of that distinguished 


’ officer’s judgment. 


After Hood’s defeat at Nashville he retreated, closely pursued by 
cavalry and infantry, to the Tennessee River, being forced to abandon 
many pieces of artillery and most of his transportation. On the 28th 
of December our advance forces ascertained that he had made good 
_ his escape to the south side of the river. About this time, the rains 
having set in heavily in Tennessee and North Alabama, making it. 
difficult to move army transportation and artillery, General Thomas 
pores the pursuit by his main force at the Tennessee River. A 
small force of cavalry, under Col. W. J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsyl- 
~vyania Volunteers, continued to follow Hood for some distance, capt- 
uring considerable transportation and the enemy’s pontoon bridge. 
The details of these operations will be found clearly set forth in 

General Thomas’ report.* 

A cavalry expedition, under Brevet Major-General Grierson, 
started from Memphis on the 21st of Desert Sent On the 25th, he 
surprised and captured Forrest’s dismounted camp at Verona, Miss., 
on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, destroyed the railroad. sixteen cars 
loaced with wagons and pontoons for Hood’s army, 4,000 new English 
carbines, and large amounts of public stores. On the morning of 
the 28th, he attacked and captured a force of the enemy at Egypt, 


* Subordinate reports of the Nashville campaign will appear in Vol. XLV. 
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inder Gi eckinridge, entered 
. On the 13th of November he attacked General 
near Morristown, capturing his artillery and several hundr 
. Gillem, with what was left of his command, retreated 
. Following up his success, Breckinridge moved to ne 
e, but withdrew on the 18th, followed by General Amme: 
Under the directions of General Thomas, General Stoneman concen- 
rated the commands of Generals Burbridge and Gillem near-Bean’s- 
tion, to operate against Breckinridge and destroy or drive him 
o Virginia, destroy the salt-works at Saltville and the railroad 
into Virginia as far as he could go without endangering his com- 
— mand. Onthe 12th of December he commenced his movement, capt-. 
uring and dispersing the enemy’s forces wherever he met them. 
_ On the 16th, he struck the enemy under Vaughn at Marion, com-. 
_ pletely routing and pursuing him to Wytheville, capturing all his | 
artillery, trains, and 198 prisoners, and destroyed Wytheville with 
its stores and supplies and the extensive lead-works near there. — 

_ Returning to Marion, he met a force under Breckinridge, consisting, - 
_ among other troops, of the garrison of Saltville that had started in 
pursuit. Heat once made arrangements to attack it the next morn- 
ing, but morning found Breckinridge gone. He then moved directly 

to Saltville, and destroyed the extensive salt-works at that place, a 
large amount of stores, and captured eight pieces of artillery. Hav-. 
-ing thus successfully executed his instructions, he returned General 
_ Burbridge to Lexington and General Gillem to Knoxville.* . : 
~ Wilmington, N. C., was the most important sea-coast port left to | 
the enemy through which to get supplies from abroad and send cotton 
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_ watching for so great a distance that, without possession of the land > 
north of New Inlet or Fort Fisher, it was impossible for the navy to 
entirely close the harbor against the entrance of blockade-runners, 

To secure the possession of this land required the co-operation of a 

land force, which I agreed to furnish. Immediately commenced the 

assemblage in Hampton Roads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of the 
most formidable armada ever collected for concentration upon one 
given point. This necessarily attracted the attention of the enemy, 
as well as that of the loyal North, and through the imprudence of 
the public press, and very likely of officers of both branches of service, 
the exact object of the expedition became a subject of common dis- , 
cussion in the newspapers both North and South. The enemy, thus 
warned, prepared to meet it. This caused a postponement of the ex- 
pedition until the latter part of November, when, being again called 
upon by Hon. G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, I agreed 
to furnish the men required at once, and went myself, in company 
with Major-General Butler, to Hampton Roads, where we had a con- 


and other products out by blockade-runners, besides being a place of 

: great strategic value. The navy had been making strenuous exer- 
tions to seal the harbor of Wilmington, but with only partial effect. 
rf _ The nature of the outlet of Cape Fear River was such thatit required 


, 


*Subordinate reports of operations in East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia 
will appear in Vol. XLY. 
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by the 6th of December, if not before, Leart 
Jovember that Bragg had gone to Georgia, takin; w 
most of the forces about Wilmington, I deemed it of the utmost 
rtance that the expedition should reach its destination befo 
turn of Bragg, and directed General Butler to make all arrange- 
nts for the departure of Major-General Weitzel, who had been 
- designated to command the land forces, so that the navy might not — 
be detained one moment. ne en it pha”. 
On the 6th of December the following instructions were given: — 


Crry Porn, Va., December 6, 1864. Es 
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_ Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER : : id 
GENERAL : The first object of the expedition under General Weitzel is to close to 
the enemy the port of Wilmington. If successful in this, the second will be to — 
capture Wilmington itself. There are reasonable grounds to hope for successifad- 
- vantage can be taken of the absence of the greater part of the enemy’s forces 
now looking after Sherman in Georgia. The directions you have given for the 
- numbers and equipment of the expedition are all right, except in the unimportant 
- matter of where they embark and the amount of intrenching tools to be taken, The 
object of the expedition will be gained by effecting a landing on the mainland be- 
_ tween Cape Fear River and the Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the river, 
- Should such landing be effected while the enemy still holds Fort Fisher and the bat- 
_ teries guarding the entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves, 
and, by co-operating with the navy, effect the reduction and capture of those places. 
These in our hands, the navy could enter the harbor, and the port of Wilmington 
would be sealed. Should Fort Fisher and the point of land on which it is built fall — 
into the hands of our troops immediately on landing, then it will be worth the attempt 
to capture Wilmington by a forced march and surprise. If time isconsumedin ~— 
gaining the first object of the expedition, the second will become a matter of after 
consideration. : 

The details for execution are intrusted to you and the officer immediately in com- 
mand of the troops. : 
_ «Should the troops under General Weitzel fail to effect a landing at or near Fort 
Rates? seed they will be returned to the armies operating against Richmond without 
Weare. delay, 


PAS 


| U. 8. GRANT, 
fons Tieutenant-General.  —* 
General Butler commanding the army from which the troops were 
taken for this enterprise, and the territory within which they were 
to operate, military courtesy required that all orders and instructions 
should go through him. They were so sent; but General Weitzel 
has since officially informed me that he never received the foregoing 
instructions, nor was he aware of their, existence until he read Gen- 
eral Butler’s published officiai report of the Fort Fisher failure, with 
my indorsement and papers accompanying it. I had no idea of Gen- 
eral Butler’s accompanying the expedition until the evening before it 
got off from Bermuda Hundred, and then did not dream but that 
General Weitzel had received all the instructions and would be in 
-. command, I rather formed the idea that General Butler was actu- 
ated by a desire to witness the effect of the explosion of the powder- 
_, boat. The expedition was detained several days at Hampton Roads 
awaiting the loading of the powder-boat. The importance of getting 
the Wilmington expedition off without any delay, with or without 
the powder-boat, had been urged upon General Butler, and he ad- 
vised to so notify Admiral Porter. The expedition finally got off on 
the 13th of December, and arrived at the place of rendezvous (off 
New Inlet, near Fort Fisher) on the evening of the 15th, Admiral 


Mea ah seg Sarge Cds a ee Al Ben 
yin ce edialen 


VER 7 
al AES 


ayy 


_ about exhausted, the transport fleet put back to Beaufort to replen- de ie 
ish; this, with the state of the weather, delayed the return to the 
___ place of rendezvous until the 24th. The powder-boat was exploded | 

on the morning of the 24th before the return of General Butlerfrom 
_ Beaufort, but it would seem from the notice taken of it in the 
_ Southern newspapers that the enemy were never enlightened as to 

the object of the explosion until they were informed by the North- 
ern press. i tae 

On the 25th, a landing was effected without opposition, and a 
reconnaissance, under Brevet Brigadier-General Curtis, pushed up | 
toward the fort. But before receiving a full report of the result of 
_ this reconnaissance, General Butler, in direct violation of the in- 
structions given, ordered the re-embarkation of the troops, and the ~~ 
return of the expedition. The re-embarkation was accomplished by 

the morning of the 27th. Onthe return of the expedition, officers and 
men—among them Bvt. Maj. Gen. (then Brevet Brigadier-General) 

N. M. Curtis, First Lieut. G. W. Ross, —— Regiment Vermont Volun- | 
teers [One hundred and seventeenth New York], First Lieut. Will- | 
iam H. Walling, and Second Lieut. George Simpson, One hundred 
and forty-second New York Volunteers—voluntarily reported to me — 

that when recalled they were nearly into the fort, and, in their 
- opinion, it could have been taken without much loss.* 

Soon after the return of the expedition, I received a dispatch from 
the Secretary of the Navy and a letter from Admiral Porter, in- 
forming me that the fleet was still off Fort Fisher, and expressing 
the conviction that, under a proper leader, the place could be taken. 
The natural supposition with me was that, when the troops aban- 
doned the expedition, the navy would do so also. Finding it had 
not, however, I answered on the 30th of December, advising Ad- 
miral Porter to hold on, and that I would send a force and make 
another attempt to take the place. “This time I selected Bvt. Maj. 

Gen. (now Major-General) A. H. Terry to command the expedition. 

The troops composing it consisted of the same that composed the 
former, with the addition of asmall brigade, numbering about 1,500, 
and a small siege train. The latter it was never found necessary to 
land. I communicated direct. to the commander of the expedition 
the following instructions : 

: Ciry Port, VA,, January 3, 1865. 

Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. H. TERRY: 


GENERAL: The expedition intrusted to your command has been fitted out to re- 
new the attempt to capture Fort Fisher, N. C., and Wilmington ultimately, if the 
fort falls. You will, then, proceed with as little delay as possible to the naval fleet 
lying off Cape Fear River, and report the arrival of yourself and command to Ad- 
miral D. D. Porter, commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

It is exceedingly desirable that the most complete understanding should exist 
between yourself and the naval commander. I suggest, therefore, that you consult 
with Admiral Porter freely, and get from him the part to be performed by each 
branch of the public service, so that there may be unity of action. It would be well 
to have the whole programme laid down in writing. I have served with Admiral 
Porter, and know that you can rely on his judgment and his nerve to undertake 
what he proposes. I would, therefore, defer to him as much as is consistent with 
your own responsibilities. The first object to be attained is to get a firm position 
on the spit of land on which Fort Fisher is built, from which you can operate against 
that fort. You want to look to the practicability of receiving your supplies, and 


* Subordinate reports of Butler’s expedition will appear in Vol. XLII. 
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Lieutenant-General. | 
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kept there on the vessels until you are heard from. Should you require them the 


= | | Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, aide-de-camp (now brevet brigadier- 
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general), who accompanied the former expedition, was assigned in 


orders as chief engineer to this. It will be seen that these instruc- 
_ tions did not differ materially from those given for the first expedi- 
tion, and. that in neither instance was there an order toassault Fort 
» Fisher. This was a matter left entirely to the discretion of the com- 
- manding officer. The expedition sailed from Fort Monroe on the 
- morning of the 6th, arriving on the rendezvous, off Beaufort, on the 
8th, where, owing to the difficulties of the weather, it lay until the 
- morning of the 12th, when it got under way and reached its destina- 
tion that evening. Under cover of the fleet the disembarkation of 
the troops commenced on the morning of the 13th, and by 3 p. m. was 
completed without loss. On the 14th, a reconnaissance was pushed 
to within 500 yards of Fort Fisher, and a small advance work 
taken possession of and turned into a defensive line against any 
attempt that might be made from the fort. This reconnaissance 
_ disclosed the fact that the front of the work had been seriously in- 
, Jured by the navy fire. In the afternoon of the 15th, the fort was 
assaulted, and after most desperate fighting was captured with its 
entire garrison and armament. Thus was secured, by the combined 
efforts of the navy and army, one of the most important successes 
of the war. Our loss was, killed, 110; wounded, 536. On the 16th 
and 17th, the enemy abandoned and blew up Fort Caswéll and the 
works on Smith’s Island, which were immediately occupied by us. 
This gave us entire control of the mouth of the Cape Fear River.* 
At my request, Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler was relieved, and Maj: Gen. 
HK. O. C. Ord assigned to the command of the Department of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. : , 
The defense of the line of the Tennessee no longer requiring the force 
which had beaten and nearly destroyed the only army threatening it, 
I determined to find other fields of operation for General Thomas’ 
surplus troops—fields from which they would co-operate with other 
movements. General Thomas was therefore directed to collect all 
troops not essential to hold his communications at Eastport, in 
readiness for orders. On the 7th of January General Thomas was 
directed, if he was assured of the departure of Hood south from 
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* Subordinate reports of Terry’s expedition will appear in Vol, XLVI. 


scted to send General Smith’s command and ¢ 
cavalry to report to General Canby. By the 7th of | 
whole force was en route for its destination, = 
tate of North Carolina was constituted into a military 
t, and General Schofield assigned to command, and pl 
r the orders of Major-General Sherman. The following instru 
were given him: tae 
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en. J. M. SCHOFIELD: | 


Be Crry Pornt, VA, January 31, 1865. 


GENERAL: * * * ‘Your movements are intended as co-operative with Sher- 
an’s through the States of South and North Carolina. The first point to be attained 
s to secure Wilmington. Goldsborough will then be your objective point, moving 
_ either from Wilmington or New Berne, or both, as you deem best. Should you not 
able to reach Goldsborough, you will advance on the line or lines of railway con- 


iat 


a ints, Wilmington or New Berne, you can best use for throwing supplies from to 


for 60,000 men and 20,000 animals. You will getof these as many as you can house 
nd protect to such point in the interior as you may be able to occupy. I believe 


_ General Palmer has received some instructions direct from General Sherman on the | 
ubject of securing supplies for his army. You can learn what steps he has taken, 
nd be governed in your requisitions accordingly. A supply of ordnance stores will 


_ also be necessary. 

Make all requisitions upon the chiefs of their respective departments in the field 
with me at City Point. Communicate with me by every opportunity, and, should 
you deem it necessary at any time, send a special boat to Fort Monroe, from which 
~ point you can communicate by telegraph. 

_ The supplies referred to in these instructions are exclusive of those required for 

- your own command. : 
The movements of the enemy may justify, or even make it your imperative duty 
~ to cut loose from your base and strike for the interior to aid Sherman. In such, 
case you will act on your own judgment, without waiting for instructions. You 


i 

3 instructions are necessarily left to you. I would urge, however, if I did not know 

that you are already fully alive to the importance of it, prompt action, Sherman 
may be looked for in the neighborhood of Goldsborough any time from the 22d to _ 
the 28th of February ; this limits your time very materially. 

‘ If rolling-stock is not secured in the capture of Wilmington, it can be supplied 

from Washington. A large force of railroad men have already been sent to Beau- 

‘fort, and other mechanics will go to Fort Fisher in a day or two. On this point I 
have informed you by telegraph. ) 

U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


Previous to giving these instructions I had visited Fort Fisher, 
accompanied by General Schofield, for the purpose of seeing for 
myself the condition of things, and personally conferring with Gen- 
eral Terry and Admiral Porter as to what was best to be done. : 

Anticipating the arrival of General Sherman at Savannah—his 
army entirely foot-loose, Hood being then before Nashville, Tenn., 
the Southern railroads destroyed, so that it would take several 
months to re-establish a through line from west to east, and regard- 
ing the capture of Lee’s army as the most important operation 
toward closing the rebellion—I sent orders to General Sherman, on 
the 6th of December, that after establishing a base on the sea-coast, 
with necessary garrison to include all his artillery and cavalry, to 


necting that place with the sea-coast, as near tu itas voucan, building theroad behind ~~ 
you. The enterprise under you hastwo objects: the first is, to give GeneralSherman ~ 

material aid, if needed, in his march north; the second, to open a base of supplies for — 
on his line of march. As soon, therefore, as you can determine which of the two | 


_ the interior, you will commence the accumulation of twenty days’ rations andforage 


4 will report, however, what you purpose doing. The details for carrying out these — 
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On the 2ist of January I informed General Sherman that I had 


~ ordered the Twenty-third Corps, Major-General Schofield command- 
ing, East; that it numbered about 21,000 men; that we had at Fort — 
_. Fisher about 8,000 men, at New Berne about 4,000; that if Wilming- | 
ton was captured, General Schofield would go there ; if not, he would — 


be sent to New Berne; that, in either event, all the surplus force at 
both points would move to the interior toward Goldsborough, in co- 
operation with his movement; that from either point railroad com- 


. munication could be run out; and that all these troops would be — 
subject to his orders as he came into communication with them. In 


obedience to his instructions, General Schofield proceeded to reduce 


~ Wilmington, N. C., in co-operation with the navy under Admiral 


Porter, moving his forces up both sides of the Cape Fear River. 


_ Fort Anderson, the enemy’s main defense on the west bank of the 


river, was occupied on the morning of the 19th, the enemy having 


_ evacuated it after our appearance before it. After fighting on the 


20th and 2Ist, our troops entered Wilmington on the morning of 
the 22d, the enemy having retreated toward Goldsborough during 
the night. Preparations were at once made for a movement on 
Goldsborough in two columns—one from Wilmington, and the other 
from New Berne—and to repair the railroads leading there from each 
place, as well as to supply General Sherman by Cape Fear River, 
toward Fayetteville, if it became necessary. The column from New 
Berne was attacked on the 8th of March at Wise’s Forks, and driven 
back with the loss of several hundred prisoners. On the 11th, the 
enemy renewed his attack upon our intrenched ‘position, but was 


repulsed with severe loss, and fell back during the night. On the 


14th, the Neuse River was crossed and Kinston occupied, and on the 
21st, Goldsborough was entered. The column from Wilmington 
reached Cox’s Bridge, on the Neuse River, 10 miles above Goldshor- 
ough, on the 22d. 
By the Ist of February General Sherman’s whole army was in 
motion from Savannah. He captured Columbia, §, C.,on the 17th ; 
thence moved on Goldsborough, N. C., via Fayetteville, reaching the 


~.could probably reach me by the middle of January. The confidence _ 
~ he manifested. in this letter of being able to march up and join me — 
_ pleased me, and, without waiting for a reply to my letter of the 
- 18th, I directed him, on the 28th of December, to make preparations 
to start, as he proposed, without delay, to break up the railroads in 
North and South Carolina and join the armies operating against 
Richmond as soon as he could... Cae 


ths t " ' irks ' 


er place on the 12th of March, opening up communication with 
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_ to retreat. Our loss in the engagement was about 600; the enemy’s 
loss was much greater. On the 18th, the combined forces of the 


capturing three guns and driving it back upon the main body. 
General Slocum, who was in. the advance, ascertaining that the 


the defensive, intrenched himself, and awaited re-enforcements, 


” 
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retreated to Smithfield, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands. 
From there Sherman continued to: Goldsborough, which place had 
been occupied by General Schofield on the 2tst, crossing the Neuse 
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_ River 10.miles above there, at Cox’s Bridge, where General Terry 


had got possession and thrown a pontoon bridge, on the 22d, thus 
' forming a junction with the columns from New Berne and Wil- 
mington. Among the important fruits of this campaign was the 
fall of Charleston, S.C. It was evacuated by the enemy on the 
: ee the 17th of February, and occupied by our forces on the 
On the morning of the 31st of January General Thomas was 
directed to send a cavalry expedition under General Stoneman from 
East Tennessee, to penetrate South Carolina well down toward 
Columbia, to destroy the railroads and military resources of the 
country, and return, if he was able, to East Tennessee, by way of 
Salisbury, N. C., releasing our prisoners there, if possible. Of the 
feasibility of this latter, however, General Stoneman was to judge. 
Sherman’s movements, I had no doubt, would attract the attention 
of allthe force the enemy could collect and facilitate the execution 
of this. General Stoneman was so late in making his start on this 
expedition, and Sherman having passed out of the State of South 
Carolina, on the 27th of February I directed General Thomas to 
change his course, and ordered him to repeat his raid of last fall, 


destroying the railroad toward Lynchburg as far as he could. This. 


‘would keep him between our garrisons in Kast Tennessee and the 
enemy. I regarded it not impossible that in the event of the enemy 
being driven from Richmond he might fall back to Lynchburg and 
attempt a raid north through East Tennessee, On the 14th of Feb- 
ruary the following communication was sent to General Thomas: 


City Point, VA., February 14, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. G. H. THomas: 

General Canby is preparing a movement from Mobile Bay against Mobile and the 
interior of Alabama. His force willconsist of about 20,000 men, besides A. J. Smith’s 
command. The cavalry you have sent to Canby will be debarked at Vicksburg. 
It, with the available cavalry already in that section, will move from there eastward, 
in co-operation. Hood’s army has been terribly reduced by the severe punish- 
ment you gave it in Tennessee, by desertion consequent upon their defeat, and 
now by the withdrawal of many of them to oppose Sherman. (I take it a large 
portion of the infantry has been so withdrawn. It is so asserted in the Richmond 
papers, and a member of the rebel Congress said a few days since in a speech that 
one-half of it had been brought to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.) This being 
true, or even if it is not true, Canby’s movement will attract all the attention of the 
enemy, and leave the advance from your stand-point easy. I think it advisable, 
therefore, that you prepare as much of a cayalry force as you can spare, and hold 
itinreadiness to gosouth. The object would be three-fold : First, to attract as much 


* Subordinate reports of the campaign. of the Carolinas will appear in Vol. XLVIL 


General Schofield by way of Cape Fear River. On the 15th, heresumed 
his march on Goldsborough. He met a force of the enemy at 
Averysborough, and after a severe fight defeated and compelled it) 


enemy, under Joe Johnston, attacked his advance at Bentonville, 


whole of Johnston’s army was in the front, arranged his troops on — 


“plies were pushed forward. On the night of the 21st, the enemy | 


Ww u be so imp to 
scretion should be left to the — 
totheinformation hemay _ 


ad 
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[think it will be sufficient. It is not desirable that you should start this expedition 
until the one leaving Vicksburg has been three or four days out, or even a week. 
~I do not know when it willstart, but will inform you by telegraph as soon as Ilearn. _ 
If you should hear through other sources before hearing from me, you can act on the 
ee E information received. | : eae , ae 
~ To insure success, your cavalry should go with as little wagon train as possible, 
relying upon the country for supplies. I would also reduce the number of guns to — 
a battery, or the number of batteries, and put the extra teams to the guns taken, — 
- -No guns or caissons should be taken with less than eight horses. ; ae 
_. Please inform me by telegraph, on receipt of this, what force you think you will _ 
be able to send under these directions. a4 
/ U. S. GRANT, 


: Lieutenant-General. 

On the 15th, he was directed to start the expedition as soon after _ 

the 20th as he could get it off. I deemed it of the utmost importance, — 

before a general movement of the armies operatingagainst Richmond, — 

- that all communication with the city north of James River should — 

be cut off. The enemy having withdrawn the bulk of his force from 
the Shenandoah Valley and sent it south, or replaced troops sent 

: from Richmond, and desiring to re-enforce Sherman, if practicable, — 
whose cavalry was greatly inferior in numbers to that of the enemy, 
~ | determined to make a move from the Shenandoah, which, if suc 
cessful, would accomplish the first, at least, and possibly the latter of 
these objects. I therefore telegraphed General Sheridan as follows .- 


: City Point, Va., February 20, 1865—1 p. m. 
' Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN: ¥ 
GENERAL: As soon as it is possible to travel I think you will have no difficulty 
about reaching Lynchburg witha cavalry force alone. From there you could destroy 
the railroad and canal in every direction, so as to be of no further use to the rebellion. 
Sufficient cavalry should be left behind to look after Mosby’s gang. From Lynch- 
burg, if information you might get there would justify it, you could strike south, \. 
heading the streams in Virginia to the westward of Danville, and push on and join ~ 
General Sherman. This additional raid, with one now about starting from Kast 
Tennessee under Stoneman, numbering 4,000 or 5,000 cavalry, one from Vicksburg, 
numbering 7,000 or 8,000 cavalry, one from Eastport, Miss., 10,000 cavalry, Canby 
from Mobile Bay, with about 88,000 mixed troops, these three latter pushing for 
Tuscaloosa, Selma, and Montgomery, and Sherman with a largearmy eating out the 
vitals of South Carolina, is all that will be wanted to leave nothing for the rebellion 
to stand upon. I would advise you to overcome great obstacles to accomplish this, _ 


Charleston was evacuated on Tuesday last. 


* 


U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


On the 25th, I received a dispatch from General Sheridan, inquiring 
_ where Sherman was aiming for, and if I could give him definite in- 
formation as to the points he might be expected to move on this side of 
. Charlotte, N. C. In answer the following telegram was sent him: 


: \ Ciry Pont, Va., February 25, 1865. ; 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN: 


GENERAL: Sherman’s movements will depend on the amount of opposition he 

/ meets with from the enemy. If strongly opposed, he may possibly have to fall back 
to Georgetown, 8. C., and fit out for a new start. I think, however, all danger for 
the necessity of going to that point has passed. I believe he has passed Charlotte. 
He may take Fayetteville on his way to Goldsborough, If you reach Lynchburg, 


Tok t . ane jfeutenant: 
Sheridan moved from Winchester on the 27th of Februa: 
ivisions of cavalry, numbering about 5,000 each. O 


g to make a- reconnaissance, an _ 
osition was carried, and 1,600 — 


were captured. The prisoners, under an escort of 1,500 men, were — 
sent back to Winchester. Thence he marched on Charlottesville, — 


_ destroying effectually the railroad and bridges as he went, which _ 
: he railroad toward Richmond and Lynchburg, including the large © 

: 

| 


lace he reached on the 3d. Here he remained two days, destroying 

iron bridges over the North and South Forks of the Rivanna River, - 
and awaiting the arrival of his trains. This necessary delay caused 
him to abandon the idea of capturing Lynchburg.. On the morning’ 
of the 6th, dividing hisforce into two columns, he sent one to Scotts- 
_ ville, whence it marched up the James River Canal to New Market, ; 
- destroying every lock, and in many places the bank of the canal. 
- From here a force was pushed out from this column to Duguidsville, . 
- to obtain possession of the bridge across the James River atthat = 
_ place, but failed. The enemy burned it on ourapproach. The enemy : 
~ also burned the bridge across the river at Hardwicksville. 'The other 
~ column moved down the railroad toward Lynchburg, destroying it 

as far as Amherst Court-House, 16 miles from Lynchburg; thence 
- across the country, uniting with the column at New Market. The 
_ river being very high, his pontoons would not reach across it ; and 
- the enemy having destroyed the bridges by which he had hoped to 

_eross the river and get on the South Side Railroad about Farmville, |. 
and destroy it to Appomattox Court-House, the only thing left for : 
him was to return to Winchester or strike a base at the White House. ~ | 
Fortunately, he chose the latter. From New Market he took up his 
line of march, following the canal toward Richmond, destroying . 
every lock upon it and cutting the banks wherever practicable, 

to a point 8 miles east of Goochland, concentrating the whole force 

at Columbia on the 10th. Here he rested one day, and sent through 

by scouts information of his whereabouts and purposes, and a request 

for supplies to meet him at White House, which reached me on the 

night of the 12th. An infantry force was immediately sent to get 
possession of White House, and supplies were forwarded. Moving 
‘from Columbia in a direction to threaten Richmond, to near Ashland 
Station, he crossed the Annas, and after having destroyed all the 
bridges and many miles of the railroad, proceeded down the north 

bank of the Pamunkey to White House, which place he reached on 

the 19th.* 


* Subordinate reports of Sheridan’s expedition will’appear in Vol. XLVI. 


Blea ey 


SEE THOME Ri 8 ey ste a 
isable now for you 
to Bull’s 


U. 8. GRANT, 
Er) algen : ' E _ Lieutenant-General. 


- Thus it will be seen that in March, 1865, General Canby was moving ~ 
an adequate force against Mobile and the army defending it under _ 
General Dick Taylor; Thomas was pushing out two large and well- _ 
- appointed cavalry expeditions—one from. Middle Tennessee, under _ 
~ Brevet Major-General Wilson, against the enemy’s vital points in 
~ Alabama; the other from East Tennessee, under Major-General _ 
-. Stoneman, toward Lynchburg—and assembling the remainder of his 
available forces preparatory to offensive operations from Kast Ten- 
-— nessee; General Sheridan’s cavalry was at White House; the | 
Armies of the Potomac and James were confronting the enemy 
under Lee in his defenses of Richmond and Petersburg; General 
Sherman with his armies, re-enforced by that of General Schofield, — 
was at Goldsborotgh; General Pope was making preparations for a 
spring campaign against the enemy under Kirby Smith and Price, — 
west of the Mississippi, and General Hancock was concentrating a 
force in the vicinity of Winchester, Va., to guard against invasion 
or to operate offensively, as might prove necessary. After the long 
march by General Sheridan’s cavalry over winter roads, it was 
necessary to rest and refit at White House. At this time the 
greatest source of uneasiness to me was the fear that the enemy 
would leave his strong lines about Petersburg and Richmond for 
| the purpose of uniting with Johnston, before he was driven from: 
| them by battle or I was prepared to make an effectual pursuit. On 
the 24th of March General Sheridan moved from White House, 
crossed the James River at Jones’ Landing, and formed a junction 
with the Army of the Potomac in front of Petersburg on the 27th. 
During this move General Ord sent forces to cover the crossings of 
the Chickahominy. On the 24th of March the following instructions 
for a general movement of the armies operating against Richmond 
were issued : 


/ 
i 


City Pomnt, Va., March 24, 1865. 
Major-Generals MEADE, ORD, and SHERIDAN: 


ea 
GENERAL: On the 29th instant the armies operating against Richmond will be 
moved by our left, for the double purpose of turning the enemy out of his present 
position around Petersburg and to insure the success of the cavalry under General 
‘Sheridan, which will start at the same time, in its efforts to reach and destroy the 
South Side and Danville Railroads. Two corps of the Army of the Potomac will be 
moved at first in two columns, taking the two roads crossing Hatcher’s Run nearest 
where the present line held by us strikes that stream, both moving toward Din- - 
widdie Court-House. e 
The cavalry under General Sheridan, joined by the division now under General 
Davies, will move at the same time by the Weldon road and the Jerusalem plank 
road, turning west from the latter before crossing the Nottoway, and west with the 
whole column before reaching Stony Creek. General Sheridan will then move 


not required for guarding property. 
pe t to Brigadier-General Benham, to be added 
es oint. Major-General Parke will be left in command of a 
left for holding the lines about Petersburg and City Point, subject, of 
orders from the commander of the Army of the Potomac. The Ninth Ar 
will be left intact to hold the present line of works so long as the whole li 
cupied by us is held. If, however, the troops to the left of the Ninth Corps. 


1 such route as may be designated when the order is given. 
General Ord will detach three divisions, two white and one colored, or so much 


_Army of the Potomac. In the absence of further orders, or until further orders 
are given, the white divisions will follow the left column of the Army of the 
_ Potomac, and the colored division the right column. During the movement Major- 
_ General Weitzel will be left in command of all the forces remaining behind from 
_ the Army of the James. : 
The movement of troops from the Army of the James will commence on the 


cavalry necessary for picket duty, in the absence of the main army. A cavalry 


expedition from General Ord’s command will also be started from Suffolk, to leave 


there on Saturday, the Ist of April, under Colonel Sumner, for the purpose of cutting 


¥ the railroad about Hicksford. This, if accomplished, will have to be a surprise, | 
-__ and therefore from 300 to 500 men will be sufficient. They should, however, besup- — 
ported by all the infantry that can be spared from Norfolk and Portsmouth, as far out 


_as to where the cavalry crosses the Blackwater. The crossing should probably be at 


- Uniten. Should Colonel Sumner succeed in reaching the Weldon road he will be 


instructed to do all the damage possible to the triangle of roads between Hicksford, 
_ Weldon, and Gaston. The railroad bridge at Weldon being fitted up fot the passage 
of carriages, it might be practicable to destroy any accumulation of supplies the 
enemy may have collected south of the Roanoke. All the troops will move with 
four days’ rations in haversacks and eight days’ in wagons. Toavoid as much haul- 
ing as possible, and to give the Army of the James the same number of days’ supply 
with the Army of the Potomac, General Ord will direct his commissary and quar- 
termaster to have sufficient supplies delivered at the terminus of the road to fill up 
in passing. Sixty rounds of ammunition per man will be taken in wagons, and as 
much grain as the transportation on hand will carry, after taking the specified 
amount of other supplies. The densely wooded country in which the army has to 
operate making the use of much artillery impracticable, the amount taken with the 
army will be reduced to six or eight guns to each division, at the option of the army 
commanders. ; 

All necessary preparations for carrying these directions into operation may be 
commenced at once. The reserves of the Ninth Corps should be massed as much 
as possible. While I would not now order an unconditional attack on the enemy’s 
line by them, they should be ready, and should make the attack if the enemy 
weaken his line in their front, without waiting for orders. In case they carry the 
line, then the whole of the Ninth Corps could follow up, so as to join or co-operate 
with the balance of the army. To prepare for this the Ninth Corps will have 

- rations issued to them, same as the balance of the army. General Weitzel will keep 
vigilant watch upon his front, and if found at all practicable to break through at 
any point, he will do so. A success north of the James should be followed up with 
great promptness. An attack will not be feasible unless it is found that the enemy 
has detached largely. In that case it may be regarded as evident that the enemy 
are relying upon their local reserves, principally, for the defense of Richmond. 
Preparations may be made for abandoning all the line north of the James, except 
inclosed works—only to be abandoned, however, after a break is made in the lines 
of the enemy. : rai : , 
By these instructions a large part of the armies operating against Richmond is 
left behind. The enemy, knowing this, may, as an only chance, strip their lines to 
the merest skeleton, in the hope of advantage not being taken of it, while they hurl 
everything against the moving column, and return. It cannot be impressed too 
strongly upon commanders of troops left in the trenches not to allow this to occur 
without taking advantage of it. The very fact of the enemy coming out to attack, 
if he does so, might be regarded as almost conclusive evidence of such a weakening 
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vithdrawn, then the left of the corps may be thrown back so as to occupy the © 

ion held by the army prior to the capture of the Weldon road. All troops to | 

> left of the Ninth Corps will be held in readiness to move at the shortest notice — 
aS “4 


_ of them as he can, and hold his present lines and march for the present left of the 


night of the 27th instant. General Ord will leave behind the miminum number of | 


hy 


wy i a $ : - ; ; ts ee 
of his lines, I would have it particularly enjoined ‘upon corps rape 
incase of an attack from the enemy, those not attacked are not to wa 
z Boks the commanding officer of the army to which they belong, 

~ move ] 


_ repulse of the enemy. 


front of the Ninth Corps (which held, from the Appomattox River 


i er 


but tha 

promptly, and notify the commander of their action. I woul¢ join” 

the sive ce on the part of division commanders when other parts of t eir corps 
are engaged, In like manner, I would urge the importance of following up a 


* 23 U. 8 GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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Early on the morning of the 25th, the enemy assaulted our lines’ in. | 
toward our left) and carried Fort Stedman and a part of the line | 
to the right and left of it, established themselves, and turned the — 
guns of the fort against us; but our troops on either flank held their 

ground until the reserves were brought up, when the enemy was_ 


driven back with a heavy loss in killed and wounded and 1,900 


prisoners. Our loss was 68 killed, 337 wounded, and 506 missing. 
General Meade at once ordered the other corps to advauce and feel 
the enemy in their respective fronts, Pushing forward, they capt- 
ured and held the enemy’s strongly intrenched picket-line in front 


of the Second and Sixth Corps, and 834 prisoners. The enémy made 


desperate attempts to retake this line, but without success. Our loss. 
in front of these was 52 killed, 864 wounded, and 207 missing. The 
enemy’s loss in killed and wounded was far greater. . 

. General Sherman having got his troops-all quietly in camp about 
Goldsborough and his preparations for furnishing supplies to them 
perfected, visited me at City Point on the 27th of March, and stated 
that he would be ready to move, as he had previously written me, 
by the 10th of April, fully equipped and rationed for twenty days, if 
it should become necessary to bring his command to bear against 
Lee’s army, in co-operation with our forces in front of Richmond 
and Petersburg. General Sherman proposed in this movement to 
threaten Raleigh, and then, by turning suddenly to the right, reach 
the Roanoke at Gaston or thereabouts, whence he could move on 
to the Richmond and Danville Railroad, striking it in the vicinity 
of Burkeville, or join the armies operating against Richmond, as 


might be deemed best. This plan he was directed to carry into 


execution, if he received no further directions in the mean time. I. 
explained to him the movement I had ordered to commence on the. 
29th of March ; that if it should not prove as entirely successful as 
I hoped, I would cut the cavalry loose to destroy the Danville and 
South Side Railroads, and thus deprive the enemy of further sup- 
plies, and also prevent the rapid concentration of Lee’s and John- 
ston’s armies. 

I had spent days of anxiety lest each morning should bring the 
report that the enemy had retreated the night before. I was firmly 
convinced that Sherman’s crossing the Roanoke would be the signal 
for Lee toleave. With Johnston and him combined, along, tedious, 
and expensive campaign, consuming most of the summer, might be- 
come necessary. By moving out I would put the army in better 
condition for pursuit, and would at least, by the destruction of the 
Danville road, retard the concentration of the two armies of Lee 
and Johnston, and cause the enemy to abandon much material that he 
might otherwise save. Itherefore determined not-to delay the move- 
ment ordered. On the night of the 27th, Major-General Ord, with 
two divisions of the Twenty-fourth Corps, Major-General Gibbon 
commanding, and one division of the Twenty-fifth Corps, Brigadier- 


2 ort Haare | eae eral ieee 
rae ey _ -Crry Point, Va., March 2 
>,H. SHERIDAN: apatite eat at ange ety , sti 
ERAL: The Fifth Army Corps will move by the Vaughn road at 3a. m. to 
w morning, The Second moves at about 9 a. m., having but about 3 miles to 
reach the point designated for it to take on the Het of the Fifth Corps, -— 
atter reaching Dinwiddie Court-House. Move your cavalry atasearly an 
ho you can, and without being confined to any particular road or roads. You 
_ may go out by the nearest roads in rear of the Fifth Corps, pass by its left, and, passing — 
_ near to or through Dinwiddie, reach the right and rear of the enemy as soon as you~ 
can. It is not the intention to attack the enemy in his intrenched position, but to 
_ force him out, if possible. Should he come out and attack us, or get himself where 
_ he can be attacked, move in with your entire force in your own way, and with the __ 
_ full reliance that the army will engage or follow, as circumstances will dictate. I 
shall be on the field, and will probably be able to communicate with you. Should 
_ Inotdo so, and you find that the enemy keeps within his main intrenched line, — 
_ you may cut loose and push for the Danville road. If you find it practicable, I 
would like you to cross the South Side road, between Petersburg and Burkeville, 


_ and destroy it to some extent. I would not advise much detention, however, until | f f 
_ you reach the Danville road, which I would like you to strike as near tothe Appo- | 
-mattox as possible. Make your destruction on that road as complete as possible. — ve 


You can then pass on to the South Side road, west of Burkeville, and destroy that 
in like manner. cea a8 
_ After having accomplished the destruction of the two railroads, which are now 
the only avenues of supply to Lee’s army, you may return to this army, selectin i 
your road further south, or you may go on into North Carolina and join Genera 59 
Sherman. Should you select the latter course, get the information to me as early © ; 
as possible, so that I may send orders to meet you at Goldsborough. fic om 
Cap pee U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
- On the morning of the 29th, the movement commenced. At night 
the cavalry was at Dinwiddie Court-House, and the left of our infan- 
try line extended to the Quaker road, near its intersection with the 
Boydton plank road. The position of the troops, from left to right, ) 
was as follows: Sheridan, Warren, Humphreys, Ord, Wright, 
Parke. Everything looked favorable to the defeat of the enemy and 
the capture of Petersburg and Richmond, if the proper effort was 
made. I therefore addressed the following communication to Gen- 
eral Sheridan, having previously informed him verbally not to cut 
loose for the raid contemplated in his orders until he received notice 
from me to do so: 


| 


GRAVELLY CREEK, March 29, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN: ; 
GENERAL: Our line is now unbroken from the Appomattox to Dinwiddie. We 
are all ready, however, to give up all, from the Jerusalem plank road to Hatcher’s 
Run, whenever the forces can be used advantageously. After getting into line 
south of Hatcher’s we pushed forward to find the enemy’s position. General Griffin 
was attacked near where the Quaker road intersects the Boydton road, but repulsed 
it easily, capturing about 100 men. Humphreys reached Dabney’s Mills, and was 
pushing on when last heard from. 

I now feel like ending the matter, if it is possible to do so, before going back. I 
do not want you, therefore, to cut loose and go after the enemy’s roads at present. 
In the morning push around the enemy, if you can, and gét on to his right rear. 
The movements of the enemy’s cavalry may, of course, modify your action. We 
will act all together as one army here until it is seen what can be done with the 

enemy. The signal officer at Cobb’s Hill reported, at 11.30 a. m., that a cavalry 
column had passed that point from Richmond toward Petersburg, taking forty 


minutes to pass. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General, 
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From the night of the 29th to the morning of the 31st, the rain fel 
in such torrents as to make it impossible to move a wheeled vehicle, 
‘except as corduroy roads were laid in front of them. During the 
80th, Sheridan advanced from Dinwiddie Court-House toward Five © 
Forks, where he found the enemy in force. General Warren ad-_ 
vanced and extended his line across the Boydton plank road to near — 
the White Oak road, with a view of getting across the latter; but find- 5 
ing the enemy strong in his front and extending beyond his left, was — 
directed to hold on where he was and fortify. General Humphreys — 
drove the enemy from his front into his main line on the Hatcher, - 
near Burgess’ Mills. Generals Ord, Wright, and Parke made exam-_ 
inations in their fronts to determine the feasibility of an assault on 
the enemy’s lines. The two latter reported favorably. The enemy 
- confronting us, as he did, at every point from Richmond to our ex- 
treme left, I conceived his lines must be weakly held, and could be 
penetrated if my estimate of his forces was correct. I determined, 
therefore, to extend our line no farther, but to re-enforce General 
Sheridan with. a Corps of infantry, and thus enable him to cut loose 
and turn the enemy’s right flank, and with the other corps assault 
the enemy’s lines. The result of the offensive effort of the enemy 
the week before, when he assaulted Fort Stedman, particularly 
favored this. The enemy’s intrenched picket-line captured by us 
at that time threw the lines oecupied by the belligerents so close 
together at some points that it was but a moment’s run from one to 
the other. Preparations were at once made to relieve General Hum- 
phreys’ corps to report to General Sheridan, but the condition of 
the roads prevented immediate movement. On the morning of the 
31st General Warren reported favorably to getting possession of the 
White Oak road, and was directed to do so. To accomplish this, he 
moved with one division, instead of his whole corps, which was at- 
tacked by the enemy in superior force and driven back on the Sec-. 
ond Division before it had time to form, and it, in turn, forced back | 
upon the Third Division, when the enemy was checked. <A division 
of the Second Corps was immediately sent to his support, the enemy 
driven back with heavy loss, and possession of the White Oak road 
gained. Sheridan advanced, and with a portion of his cavalry 
got possession of the Five Forks, but the enemy, after the affair, 
with the Fifth Corps, re-enforced the rebel cavalry defending 
that point with infantry, and forced him back toward Dinwiddie 
Court-House. Here General Sheridan displayed great generalship.. 
Instead of retreating with his whole command on the main army, to 
tell the story of superior forces encountered, he deployed his cavalry 
on foot, leaving only mounted men enough to take charge of the 
horses. This compelled the enemy to deploy over a vast extent of 
wooded and broken country, and made his progress slow. At this 
juncture he dispatched to me what had taken place, and that he was 
dropping back slowly on Dinwiddie Court-House. General Mac- 
kenzie’s cavalry and one division of the Fifth Corps were immedi-. 
ately ordered to his assistance. Soon after, receiving a report from 
General Meade that Humphreys could hold our position on the Boyd- 
ton road, and that the other two divisions of the Fifth Corps could 
go to Sheridan, they were so ordered at once. Thus the operations 
of the day necessitated the sending of Warren, because of his accessi- 
bility, instead of Humphreys, as was intended, and precipitated in- 
tended movements. 


ren, d e n 
ng, he assaulted and carried his strong’ | 
pturing all his artillery and between 5,000 and 6 
. About the close of this battle Bvt. Maj. Gen. Charles’ 
elieved Major-General Warren in command of the Fifth 
The report of this reached me after nightfall. Someap- 
1ensions filled my mind lest the enemy might desert his lines — | 
y the night, and by falling upon General Sheridan before as- 
stance could reach him, drive him from his position and open — 
the way for retreat. To guard against this, General Miles’ division 
of Humphreys’ corps was sent to re-enforce him, and a bombard-— 
nt was commenced and kept up until 4 o’clock in the morning 
tA) when an assault was ordered on the enemy’s lines. Gen- 
eral Wright penetrated the lines with his whole corps, sweeping 
everything before him and to his left toward Hatcher’s Run, captur- 
ing many guns and several thousand prisoners. He was closely fol- 
lowed by two divisiéns of General Ord’s command, until he met the 
xr division of, General Ord’s that had succeeded in forcing the 
my’s lines near Hatcher’s Run. Generals WrightandOrdimme- ~ 
ately swung to the right, and closed all of the enemy on that side = — 
f them in Petersburg, while General Humphreys pushed forward 5 
with two divisions and joined General Wright on the left. General 
| succeeded in carrying the enemy’s main line, capturing guns 
and prisoners, but was unable to carry his inner line. Generdl = 
Sheridan, being advised of the condition of affairs, returned General 
Miles to his proper command. On reaching the enemy’s lines imme- 
diately surrounding Petersburg, a portion of General Gibbon’s corps, 
by a most gallant charge, captured two strong inclosed works, the 
most salient and commanding south of Petersburg, thus materially — 
shortening the line of investment necessary for taking in the city. 
The enemy south of Hatcher’s Run retreated westward to Suther- 
land’s Station, where they were overtaken by Miles’ division. A 
severe engagement ensued and lasted until both his right and 
left flanks were threatened by the approach of General Sheridan, 
who was moving from Ford’s Station toward Petersburg, and a divis- 
ion sent by General Meade from the front of Petersburg, when he 
broke in the utmost confusion, leaving in our hands his guns and 
many prisoners. This force retreated by the main road along the 
Appomattox River. During the night of the 2d, the enemy evacuated 
Petersburg and Richmond, and retreated toward Danville. On the 
morning of the 8d, pursuit was commenced. General Sheridan 
ushed for the Danville road, keeping near the Appomattox, fol- 
owed by General Meade with the Second and Sixth Corps, while 
General Ord moved for Burkeville along the South Side road; the 
Ninth Corps stretched along that road behind him. On the 4th, Gen- 
eral Sheridan struck the Danville road near Jetersville, where he 
learned that Lee was at Amelia Court-House. He immediately in- 
trenched himself and awaited the arrival of General Meade, who 
reached there the next day. General Ord reached Burkeville on \ 
the evening of the 5th. On the morning of the 5th, I addressed 
Major-General Sherman the following communication : : 


WILson’s STATION, April 5, 1865. 


Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN : 
GENERAL: All indications now are that Lee will attempt to reach Danville with 
the remnant of his force. Sheridan, who was up with him last night, reports all 
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SISSIPPI. 
| that is left, horse, foot, and dragoons, at 20,000, much demore 
peep this number one-half, ~I shall push on to Burl ceville, and if « 
- at Danville, will in avery few days go there. If you can possibly do so, pus 1 on 
from where you are, and let us see if we cannot finish the job with Lee’s and 
Johnston’s armies. Whether it will be better for you to strike for Greensborough 
or nearer to Danville, you will be better able to judge when you receive this. Rebel 
armies now are the only strategic points to strike at. wae 


U, &. GRANTS oe sapere: 
cieutenant-Genera]. 


On the morning of the 6th, it was found that General Lee was 
moving west of Jetersville toward Danville. General’ Sheridan 
moved with his cavalry (the Fifth Corps having been returned to 
General Meade on his reaching Jetersville) to strike his flank, fol- 
lowed by the Sixth Corps, while the Second and Fifth Corps pressed 
hard after, forcing him to abandon several hundred wagons and sev- 
eral pieces of artillery. General Ord advanced from Burkeville to- 
ward Farmville, sending two regiments of infantry and a squadron 
of cavalry, under Bvt. Brig. Gen. Theodore Read, to reach and de- 
stroy the bridges. This advance met the head of Lee’s column near 
Farmville, which it heroically attacked and detained until General 
Read was killed and his small force overpowered, This caused a 
delay in the enemy’s movements, and enabled General Ord to get 
well up with the remainder of his force, on meeting which the en- 
emy immediately intrenched himself. In the afternoon General 
Sheridan struck the enemy south of Sailor’s Creek, captured 16 pieces 
of artillery, and about 400 wagons, and detained him until the Sixth 
Corps got up, when a general attack of infantry and cavalry was 
made, which resulted in the capture of 6,000 or 7,000 prisoners, among 
whom were many general officers. The movements of the Second 
Corps and General Ord’s command contributed greatly to the day’s 
success, On the morning of the 7th, the pursuit was renewed, the 
cavalry, except one division, and the Fifth Corps moving by Prince 

“Edward Court-House; the Sixth Corps, General Ord’s command, 
and one division of cavalry, on Farmville, and the Second Corps by 
the High Bridge road. It was soon found that the enemy had crossed 
to the north side of the Appomattox ; but so close was the pursuit 
that the Second Corps got possession of the common bridge at High 
Bridge before the enemy could destroy it, and immediately crossed 
over, The Sixth Corps and a division of cavalry crossed at Farm- 
ville to its support. 

Feeling now that General Lee’s chance of escape was utterly hope- 
less, I addressed him the following communication from Farmville : 


- APRIL 7, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE: 

GENERAL: The result of the last week must convince you of the hopelessness of 
further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia in this struggle. 
I feel-that it isso, and regard it as my duty to shift from myself the responsibility 
of any further effusion of blood by asking of you the surrender of that portion of 
the C. 8. army known as the Army of Northern Virginia. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Karly on the morning of the 8th, before leaving, I received, at 
Farmville, the following : 


APRIL 7, 1865. 
Lieut, Gen. U. 8. GRANT: eget 


_ GENERAL: I have received your note of this date. Though not entertaining the 
opinion you express on the hopelessness of further resistance on the part of the 


Your note of last evening, in reply to mine of same date, asking t 
which I will accept the surrender of the Army of Northern Virgin 
ved. Inreply I would say that, peace being my great desire, there bere 
ion I would insist upon, namely, that the men and officers surrendered shé 
ed for taking up arms again against the Government of the United State 


ae 
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rthern Virginia will be received. Pa 


| a ‘Early on the morning of the 8th, the pursuit was resumed. Gen- 

eral Meade followed north of the Appomattox, and General Sheridan, 
with all the cavalry, pushed straight for Appomattox Station, fol- 
lowed by General Ord’s command and the Fifth Corps. During the 
_day General Meade’s advance had considerable fighting with the 


ment. Late in the evening General Sheridan struck the railroad at 
Bo eomaltor Station, drove the enemy from there, and captured 
- ears loaded with fee for Lee’s army. During this day I accom- 
_ panied General Meade’s column, and about midnight received the 
- following communication from General Lee: . 


‘a A ; APRIL 8, 1865. 
- Lieut. Gen. U; S. GRANT: : 
GENERAL: I received at a late hour your note of to-day. In mine of yesterday I 


L t ‘* 
operly exchanged. I will meet you, or will designate officers to meet any — 

S you may name for the same purpose, at any point agreeable to you, for the — 
se of arranging definitely the terms upon which the surrender of the Army | 


AU, & GRANT. Vo fee. oe 
Lieutenant-General. 


enemy’s rear guard, but was unable to bring on a general engage- 


twenty-five pieces of artillery, a hospital train, and four trains of | 


- did not intend to propose the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, but to— . 
ask the terms of your proposition. To be frank, I do not think the emergency has | 


arisen to call for the surrender of this army, but as the restoration of peace should 
_ be the sole object of all, I desixed to know whether your proposals would lead to 


that end. I cannot, therefore, meet you with a view to surrender the Army of — 


Northern Virginia, but as far as your proposal may affect the C. 8. forces under my 
command, and tend to the restoration of peace, I should be pleased to meet you at 
10 a. m., to-morrow, on the old stage road to Richmond, between the picket-lines of 
the two armies. 

R. E, LEB, 


General. 


Early on the morning of the 9th, I returned him an answer as 
follows, and immediately started to join the column south of the 
Appomattox : . 


APRIL 9, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE: 


GENERAL. Your note of yesterday is received. I have no authority to treat on 
the subject of peace; the meeting proposed for 10 a, m. to-day could lead to no good. 
I will state, however, general, that I am equally anxious for peace with yourself, 
and the whole North entertains the same feeling. The terms upon which peace can 
be had are well understood. By the South laying down their arms they will hasten 
that most desirable event, save thousands of human lives, and hundreds of millions 
of property not yet destroyed. Seriously hoping that all our difficulties may be set- 
tled without the loss of another life, I subscribe myself, &c., 

: U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


a ty 4 was » 


ND T TRANS-M] 2 *: Cuar. 


‘On the morning of the 9th, General Ord’s command and the Fifth 
Corps reached Appomattox Station just as the enemy was making a 


desperate effort to break through our cavalry. The infantry was at 


once thrown in. Soon after a white flag was received, requesting a 


suspension of hostilities pending negotiations for a surrender. Be- 
fore reaching General Sheridan’s headquarters I received the follow- 
ing from General Lee: 


Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: ¥ 

GENERAL : I received your note of this morning on the picket-line, whither I had 
come to meet you and ascertain definitely what terms were embraced in your pro- 
posal of yesterday with reference to the surrender of this army. I now ask an in- 
terview in accordance with the offer contained in your letter of yesterday for that 


rpose. 
say es R. E. LEE, 
General. 


The interview was held at Appomattox Court-House, the result of 
which is set forth in the following correspondence : 
APPOMATTOX CouRT-HousE, Va., April 9, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE: 


GENERAL : In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th instant,, 
I propose to receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on the follow: 
ing terms, to wit: Rolls of ‘all the officers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy’ 
to be given to an officer to be designated by me, the other to be retained by such 
officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to give their individual paroles 
not to take up arms against the Government of the United States until properly ex- 
changed ; and each company or regimental commander sign a like parole for the 
men of their commands. The arms, artillery, and public property to be parked and. 
stacked, and turned over to the officers appointed by me to receive them. This will. 
not embrace the side-arms of the officers nor their private horses or baggage. This 
done, each officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed. 
by U. 8. authority so long as they observe their paroles and the laws in force where: 


they may reside. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


April 9, 1865, 
Lieut. Gen. U, S. Grant: 


GENERAL: I received your letter of this date containing the terms of surrender: 
of the Army of Northern Virginia as proposed by you. As they are substantially 
the same as those expressed in your letter of the 8th instant, they are accepted. 1 
will proceed to designate the proper officers to carry the stipulations into effect. 

E. 


’ 


General. 


The command of Major-General Gibbon, the Fifth Army Corps, 
under Griffin, and Mackenzie’s cavalry, were designated to remain at 
Appomattox Court-House until the paroling of the surrendered army 
was completed, and to take charge of the public property. The re- 
mainder of the army immediately returned to the vicinity of Burke- 
ville. General Lee’s great influence throughout the whole South 
caused his example to be followed, and to-day the result is that the 
armies lately under his leadership are at their homes, desiring peace 
and quiet, and their arms are in the hands of our ordnance officers, * 

On the receipt. of my letter of the 5th, General Sherman moved 
a against Joe Johnston, who retreated rapidly on and through 
Raleigh, which place General Sherman occupied on the morning of 
the 13th. The day preceding news of the surrender of General Lee 


# Subordinate reports of the final operations against Lee’s ar v. aie 
Vol. XLVI. i g Lee’s army will appear in 


APRIL 9, 1865. 


On the 14th, a correspondence 
: and General Johnston, which resul 
n agreement: for a suspension of hostilities and a: 
d »r basis for peace, subject to the approval of the Presi 
agreement was disapproved by the President on the 21st, wh 


as by him to General Johnston for the termination of the truce 


urrender and disbandment of Johnston’s army upon substan- 
y the same terms as were given to General Lee. ney 


_ off on the 20th of March, moving by way of Boone, N. C., and struck 
the railroad at Wytheville, Chambersburg, and Big Lick. The force 
gone it at Big Lick pushed on to within a few miles of Lynch- 
| burg, destroying the important bridges, while withthe main force 
he effectually destroyed it between New River and Big Lick, and 
then turned for Greensborough, on the North Carolina railroad, 
struck that road,and destroyed the bridges between Danville and 
_ Greensborough and between Greensborough and the Yadkin, to- 
_ gether with the depots of supplies along it, and captured 400 pris- 
oners. At Salisbury he attacked and defeated a force of the enemy 
under General Gardner, capturing 14 pieces of artillery and 1,364 
prisoners, and destroyed large amounts of army stores. At this 


/ 


roval, together with your instructions, was communicated to _ ae 
eral Sherman by me in person, on the morning of the 24th, at — 
igh, N. C., in obedience to your orders, Notice was at once 


been entered into. On the 25th, another meeting between 
was agreed upon, to take place on the 26th, which terminated in 


> ; “The expedition under General Stoneman from East Tennessee got . 


place he destroyed 15 miles of railroad and the bridges toward Char- 


otte. Thence he moved to Slatersville. t 
: General Canby, who had been directed in January to make prepa- 
- rations fora movement from Mobile Bay against Mobile and the 
interior of Alabama, commenced his movement on the 20th of March. 
The Sixteenth Corps, Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith commanding, moved 
from Fort Gaines by water to Fish River; the Thirteenth Corps, under 
Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, moved from Fort Morgan and joined 


‘the Sixteenth Corps on Fish River, both moving thence on Spanish | 


- Fort and investing it on the 27th; while Major-General Steele’s com- 
mand moved from Pensacola, cut the railroad leading from Tensas 


to Montgomery, effected a junction with them, and partially invested , 


Fort Blakely. After a severe bombardment of Spanish Fort, a part 
of its line was carried on the 8th of April. During the night the 
enemy evacuated the fort. Fort Blakely was carried by assault on 
the 9th, and many prisoners captured; our loss was considerable. 
These successes practically opened to us the Alabama River, and 
enabled us to approach Mobile from the north. On the night of the 
11th, the city was evacuated, and was taken possession of by our 
forces on the morning of the 12th. t+ 

The expedition under command of Brevet Major-General Wilson, 
consisting of 12,500 mounted men, was delayed by rains until March 
22, when it moved from Chickasaw, Ala. On the Ist of April Gen- 
eral Wilson encountered the enemy in force under Forrest near Ebe- 
nezer Church, drove him in confusion, captured 300 prisoners and 
3 guns, and destroyed the Central bridge over the Cahawba River. 


* Subordinate reports of the final operations against J ohnston’s army will appear 
in Vol. XLVII. ie. f . 

+ Subordinate reports of Stoneman’s expedition and Canby’s operations against 
Mobile will appear in Vol. XLIX. 
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arsenal, armory, naval foundry, machine-shops, vast quai 
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On the 24, he attacked and captured the fortified city of Selma, de- 


fended by Forrest with 7,000 men and thirty-two guns, destro; at ae ae 
eee: ae 
stores, and captured 3,000 prisoners. On the 4th, he captured and de- 


_stroyed Tuscaloosa. On the 10th, he crossed the Alabama River, and 
after sending information of his operations to General Canby marched 
~ on Montgomery, which hans he occupied on the 14th, the enemy hav- 


ingabandoned it. At this place many stores and five steam-boats fell 


into our hands. Thence a force marched direct on Columbus, and. — 


another on West Point, both of which places were assaulted and capt- _ | 


—uredon the 16th. At the former place we got 1,500 prisoners and 52 


field guns, destroyed 2 gun-boats, the navy-yard, foundries, arsenal, 
many factories, and much other public property. At the latter 


place we got 300 prisoners, 4 guns, and destroyed 19 locomotives 


and 300 cars. On the 20th, he took possession of Macon, Ga., 
with 60 field guns, 1,200 militia, and 5 generals, surrendered by Gen- 


eral Howell Cobb. General Wilson hearing that Jeff. Davis was 


trying to make his escape, sent forces in pursuit, and succeeded in 


- capturing him on the morning of May 11. On the 4th day of May, 


General Dick Taylor surrendered to General Canby all the remain- 
ing rebel forces east of the Mississippi.* A force sufficient to insure 
an easy triumph over the enemy under Kirby Smith, west of the 
Mississippi, was immediately put in motion for Texas, and Major- 
General Sheridan designated for its immediate command; but on 
the 26th day of May, and before they reached their destination, Gen- 
eral Kirby Smith surrendered his entire command to Major-General 
Canby. This surrender did not take place, however, until after the 
capture of the rebel President and Vice-President, and the- bad. 
faith was exhibited of first disbanding most of his army and per- 


- mnitting an indiscriminate plunder of public property. 


Owing to the report that many of those lately in arms against the 
Government had taken refuge upon the soil of Mexico, carrying with 
them arms rightfully belonging to the United States, which had been 
surrendered tous by agreement (among them some of the leaders who 
had surrendered in person), and the disturbed condition of affairs on 


_ the Rio Grande, the orders for troops to proceed to Texas were not 


changed. . 
There have been severe combats, raids, expeditions, and move- 
ments to defeat the designs and purposes of the enemy, most of 


them reflecting great credit on our arms, and which contributed 


greatly to our final triumphs, that I have not mentioned. Many of 
these will be found clearly set forth in the reports herewith sub- 
mitted ; some in the telegrams and brief dispatches announcing 
them, and others, I regret to say, have not as yet been officially re- 
ported. For information touching our Indian difficulties, I would 
respectfully refer to the reports of the commanders of departments 
in which they have occurred. 

It has been my fortune to see the armies of both the West and the 
Kast fight battles, and from what I have seen I know there is no 
difference in their fighting qualities. All that it was possible for 
men to doin battle they have done. The Western armies commenced 
their battles in the Mississippi Valley, and received the final surren- 
der of, the remnant of the principal army opposed to them in North 
Carolina. The armies of the East commenced their battles on the 
river from which the Army of the Potomac derived its name, and 


* Subordinate reports of Wilson’s expedition will appear in Vol. XLIX. 
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St ANTON, fi | 
Secretary of War. 


= oes 


nee) 


- 


I 


_ JANUARY 1-30, 1864.—Operations in Northeastern Arkansas, including : a 


_\ skirmishes at Lunenburg, Sylamore, and on Sylamore Creek. 


“REPORTS. 


oN o. 1.—Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, commanding District of 


Northeastern Arkansas. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. William Baumer, First Nebraska Cavalry, of scout from Bates- — 
ville, January 23-30. 2 SIS, 


_ No. 3.—Capt. Samuel E. Turner, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, of skirmish 


on Sylamore Creek, and including operations January 16-February 6. 
= No. 1. 


Reports of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, com- 
manding District of Northeastern Arkansas. aoe 


Hpgrs. District oF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Batesville, Ark., January 26, 1864. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that since my last letter, 
under date December 31, 1863, I have kept the enemy constantly 
harassed. So eftectually has this been done so far, that not one of 
my pickets or foraging parties has been disturbed since my arrival 
here. Numerous scouting parties have been sent out in every direc- 
tion, wherever the enemy was reported to be, and we have invariably 
succeeded in demoralizing them. ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer’s expedition after Freeman, which I 
mentioned in mine of December 31, 1863, was a failure by reason of 
the extraordinary cold weather, some 60 men of his command hav- 
ing been more or less frost-bitten, and all of them so numbed by 
the cold while riding that they could not use their arms. He wisely 
returned, and I refer you to his report,* herewith transmitted, for 
other particulars. : 

On the 13th instant I sent an expedition out under Captain Majors, 
which captured avery interesting mail from Saint Louis to the Con- 
federates under General Price. The letters therein will convict 


* Not found. 


Lieutenant-General. : . 
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“several influential parties in Saint Louis. These letters are ix 
hands of District Provost Matehal Allen, who will fe eels them 
Colonel Broadhead, provost-marshal-general of the depar ent , for 


his action, 


On the 15th, I sent Lieutenant Harris out with a small reconnoiter- 


~ ing party, ostensibly to procure beef-cattle, but in reality to obtain 


4nformation of the enemy’s movements under McRae, who was 


reported at Jacksonport. He was so far successful as to get the 
cattle and also valuable news of the enemy, as per his report,* for- 


~ warded herewith. I at once organized an expedition, under Captains 
- Turner and Majors, of my regiment, the result of which is contained 


in his report.* I regret most sincerely the unfortunate circum- 
stances attending the captain’s scout. To have lost such men as he 


- had captured was virtually losing the whole fruit of his labors, but 


I beg to say that if they stay within 100 miles of me I will have them 
again, dead or alive. 

On the 19th, learning that a force of Freeman’s command were 
feeling their way toward me, I immediately sent a small party, 
under Captain Baxter, Fourth Arkansas Infantry, who charged 200 
of the enemy at Lunenburg, 30 miles from here, and drove them, 
killing and wounding several. Jinclose his report,* to which I refer 
you for particulars. The man reported missing in Captain Baxter’s 


- report was killed while gallantly refusing to surrender to superior 


numbers. He killed his man before being disabled. 

Fearing that the steamer Pocahontas, expected here by the 20th 
instant, might be detained and attacked by guerrillas from west side 
of White River, I dispatched Captain Castle, Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry,+ with 75 men, toscour the country in the neighborhood of 
the Grand Glaize. He succeeded in dispersing a band of them, 
capturing Col. Jim Rutherford and Lieutenant Stone. His report,* 
sent herewith, gives all the particulars. Thus, within the last twenty 
days, six expeditions have been sent out, besides numerous minor 
ones with forage parties. The effect of these movements is of the 
very best character, and the people see that, while I forgive those 
who surrender under the proclamation, I at the same time hunt 
down and destroy all who will not. I cannot convey in words the 
dread that armed rebels have of my command. We never stop to 
count numbers, but rush right into them and invariably rout them. 
If I had 500 more cavalry here I would be able to do the work assigned 


_ me far more effectually than at present. My horses have to be 


watched very carefully, for this heavy duty will soon break them 
down, and I frequently have to reduce the force at the post here to 
100 men, and on one occasion it was less than that ; but as the tents 
stand the encampments deceive the enemy, and the impression abroad 
is that there are many more Federals here than there really are. 
Recruiting goes on very slowly ; hope it will increase soon. ~I do not 


_ ask for troops, but as 1 am right among the enemy I could use them 


to greater advantage than where they are at many stations in Mis- 
sourl, I feel certain that with a sufficiency of men, so as to move 
on the enemy’s encampments from different directions, I would cap- 
ture and destroy all there is of them in Northern Arkansas in two 
months. 

The enemy do not seem desirous of engaging us, and from their 
untiring efforts at conscripting the men in the country and arresting 


*See Part II, pp. 105, 140, + On the 18th. 
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you. 
_ to capture Freeman’s forces. Will send dispatch as soon as I hear | 


from him. I have 95,000 rations at the mouth of Black River, but 


_ the roads are impassable and river too low to boat them up. 


Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


i . R. LIVINGSTON, 


\ 


e Lieut. Col.’O. D. GREENE, 


Colonel, Commanding District. 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of the Missouri. ae 


BATESVILLE, ARK., January 30, 1864. 


I have just heard from an expedition sent out under Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Baumer against Freeman’s command. We killed 30, wounded 


a large number, captured 60 men, and a large number of horses. Cas- 


ualties on our side, 1 sergeant wounded slightly. The command of 
rebels was completely broken up and routed. Col. Miscal Johnston — 
and Captain Mason, C. 8. Army (a nephew of Senator Mason), sur-. 
rendered under my proclamation yesterday. . . 
om R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel, Commanding District. 
Col. O. D. GREENE, 
. Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DistRicT oF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, : 
Batesville, January 30, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report, for the information of 
Major-General Steele, that I have made two very successful attacks 
onthe enemy in this neighborhood, one at Jacksonport and the other 
at Sylamore. At the first-named place we captured about 60 pris- 
oners, killing 16, and wounding a large number, without casualties 
on our side. At Sylamore we captured 40 men, 60 horses, a large 
number of arms, killing 12, and wounding many, with the wound- 
ing of 1 of our sergeants only. The attack on Jacksonport was 
made on the 19th, that at Sylamore on the 26th instant. There ought 
to be a force at Searcy, Ark. The conscript officers are untiring in 
their efforts to procure men. The enemy avoid engaging us, and 
seek only to get through the country to join Price, who either medi- 
tates an attack on Little Rock or fears one on his own forces. This 
I infer from the great energy displayed in his endeavors to increase 


oe and to destroy all bushwhackers wherever found. yee Go 
Captain Duntecmh, Uist Arkansas Cavalry, will give you further — 


my at the charge and. invariably ro ; them. Col. Miscal John 
n surrendered himself to me a few days ago. My proclamation 


ig having a salutary effect on the inhabitants. My orders to al 
- scoutin eoayase are to shoot every rebel found in Federal uniform, 


to all ; 
: 


| news of the snainy: They are numerous, but not concentrated at — 
av 


any one place. I p 
they are terrified at the appearance of any parties of my command 
in this district. I should be pleased to co-operate with any detach- 
ments sent up to this neighborhood from Little Rock, and believe 
that frequently penetrating the sseemein between us will render their 
proposed emigration to Price impossible. isd hy 
Iam, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, | 
Colonel First Nebraska Cavalry, Comdg. District. 


‘Lieutenant SOKALSKI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


Abstract from Record of Events on return of the District of North- 
eastern Arkansas for January, 1864. 


January 2.—The mail was sent to Little Rock, Ark., under charge 
of Lieutenant Thompson, acting assistant quartermaster, with an 
escort of 1 sergeant and 10 privates of the First Nebraska Cavalry. 
Lieutenant Thompson returned with the steamer Pocahontas, loaded 
with commissary aud quartermaster’s stores. The boat, not able to 
run up to Batesville on account of low water, discharged her freight 
at Jacksonport and Magnes’ Landing, Ark. Four squadrons First 
Nebraska Cavalry, under command of Captain Curran, detached to 
Jacksonport since January 17,in order to guard above stores. The 
boat Pocahontas returned to Devall’s Bluff. 

January 12.—Three men of the First Nebraska Cavalry and 1 
scout belonging to this command, captured by Major Freeman’s 
forces on December 31, 1863, came in under a flag of truce in charge 
of Captain Grace, C.S. Army. 

January 13,—Captain Majors, with a detachment of 150 men, was 
sent out on a scout to attack an encampment of guerrillas about 28 
miles from this place. The detachment returned the 14th instant 
with 6 prisoners and a captured rebel mail. Official report for- 
warded to headquarters Department of the Missouri, January 26. 

January 17.—First Battalion First Nebraska Cavalry, under com- 
mand of Captain Majors, was ordered on a scout to Jacksonport to 
attack General McRae’s forces. On the evening of the same day a 
detachment of Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, in charge of Captain 
Kauffman, was sent out to re-enfor¢e Captain Majors. Official report 
forwarded to headquarters Department of the Missouri, January 26. 

January 18.—Captain Castle, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, with a 
detachment,of same regiment, was ordered to march to Grand Glaize 
for the purpose of protecting the steamer Pocahontas coming up 
from Devall’s Bluff. is 

January 23.—Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer, with Second Battalion 
First Nebraska Cavalry, and the above-named detachment, Sixth 


e kept them apart by rapid movements, and — 
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Report of Lieut. Col. William Baumer, First ‘Nebraska Cavalry, of 


o scout from Batesville, Janwary 23-80. 


HEADQUARTERS First NEBRASKA CAVALRY, ; 
Batesville, Ark., February 1, 1864. | 


Captain: I have the honor to submit to you the report of an expe- 


dition sent out January 23, 1864, from Batesville, Ark., under the 
_ following orders received from district headquarters, viz: 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Batesville, Ark., January 23, 1864. 


Commanding Eapedition to Northwest : 


COLONEL’: You will proceed immediately and attack every rebel encampment 
you find north and west of this point. Move via Hookram, Lunenburg, Sylamore, 


‘and Big North Fork. Should you find Freeman’s command at any one of these 


points you need go no farther. Shoot every rebel soldier you find in Federal uni- 
form, and destroy all armed bushwhackers. Endeavor to reach White River Mon- 


day morning so as to co-operate with the forces I send up to Sylamore. On North' 


Fork of Sylamore you will find and destroy a powder-mill operating there. Should 
the town be occupied by guerrillas, and should they fire on your men, burn them 
out. Treat the inhabitants of the country with kindness and give receipts for all 


necessaries you have to take ; and above all, prevent: your men from pillaging or. 


straggling. Instruct your men to spare no bushwhackers. Do not divide your 
force into fractional parts, but keep them in good order, as you are liable to attack 
at any moment. Federal troops are ordered into Searcy and Newton Counties by 
General Sanborn, which you may perhaps meet. I have placed the detachment of 
Sixth Regiment Missouri State Militia Cavalry under your command. As soon as 
you get them past Freeman you will permit them to go either to Yellville or Leb- 
anon, as the captain commanding deems best. The object of this expedition is to 
capture or destroy Freeman’s camp, and I rely on your good judgment to accom- 
plish it. 

: Rapidity of movement is essential to your success, and be especially careful to 
guard all the prisoners you take. When they are encamped ina house sentinels 
should be placed inside as well as out, with orders to make them lie down at night, 
and shoot them if they rise without obtaining permission. 

Wishing you success, 1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R, R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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detachment from the Sixth Missouri State Militia, comprising 95 — 
men, under command of Captain Turner,* and 5 guides, making a ~ 
- force of 303 men, started from Batesville at 9 a.m. on the 23d day — 
of January, 1864, and took up the line of march on the road leading Ke 
northeast to Hookram. The command marched in the following ~ 
order: First, the scouts and 25 picked men and horses as patrols and 
advance guard; fifty paces in rear of them the reserve of the ad- 
vance guard, in number 40 men, The main column of four com- ~ 
panies First Nebraska Cavalry and the Sixth Missouri State Militia 
in rear followed, with distance of 150 paces from the reserve of the — 
advance guard. — mS ‘ . 
At Curia Post-Office, 13 miles distant from Batesville, the advance 
o£ guard saw a number of horses tied near a house in the woods. They 
| charged and surrounded the building, which was then occupied by 
members of a Masonic lodge. Most of the members had taken the 
oath of allegiance and some of them were personally known to me 
as loyal citizens, and the command did not further interfere with 
their meeting. The march was continued in the same order except _ 
that Company I was detailed as rear guard. At4p. m. the com- 
mand halted, the horses were fed, and the men cooked their rations, 
when the march was resumed at 5.30 o’clock and continued until 7.30 
p.m. When the column was within 14 miles from Evening Shade, 
or Hookram, I sent the advance and reserve on a by-road to take 
. postin rear of the town, and after the position was taken the com- 
mand dashed into town, one party taking the left the other the right 
hand road, and so completely surrounded the town and every house 
and searched after a party of rebels which were reported to have 
been in the place the preceding day. All the information I obtained 
there was that a fellow called Captain Adams had about 75 men in 
company with him, and had before encamped on a hill near Brushy 
Creek, about 6 miles northeast from the place. The command started 
in that direction and was halted 2 miles from town (marching in all 
27 miles that day) to give the horses rest and forage. At 12 mid- | 
night two companies were sent to the camp-ground of the rebels, 4 
miles distant, and returned at 5 a.m. January 24. They found the 
camp abandoned, the rebels having left it the day before and marched 
toward the Salem road. At6a.m.the command moved in the same 
order as before, with advance flankers and rear guard toward Frank- 
lin Post-Office, on the Salem and Batesville road. The flankers met 
2 armed rebels, who ran off. They were pursued, and 1 of them was 
mortally wounded, and upon being questioned stated that Freeman 
was collecting a force near Lunenburg to attack Batesville, and had 
already assembled a force of 800 men. 

At Franklin Post-Office I learned that Captain Adams had taken 
the military route toward Yellville the day before; and also that 
Colonel Freeman was concentrating his bands for a raid into Bates- 
ee which induced me to hunt up the rebel force under his com- 
mand. 

At 1p. m.,the command halted for one hour to feed horses, and 
then marched to Lunenburg, arriving there at 5 p. m., having 
marched that day 28 miles, During the day some prisoners had 
been taken for running off in the woods and not giving an account 
of their actions and homes. The column started next morning at 5 
a.m. toward Mount Olive, on White River. Two companies were 
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* See Turner’s report, p. 67. 
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‘illas were killed, and about 10 prisoners taken. At I p.m., the 
¢ Sylamore, 7 miles distant from Mount Olive. The advance guard 


forces from very steep and high hills. Three companies dismounted 
and advanced as skirmishers, killing and wounding several rebels 
_ and driving them from the hills. In the first attack Sergeant. Mil- 


_ len, Company G, First Nebraska Cavalry, was shot in the upper part 


- command again mounted and pursued the flying rebels for about 5 
- miles. I then moved forward toward Riggsville to meet the com- 
_ mand of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, expected to co-operate with 
the force under my command, and encamped about 9 miles south of 
Sylamore, where forage was obtained for the animals. The distance 
marched that day was 30 miles, over a very rocky and hilly road. 
At 3a.m., January 26, I started the whole force back to Sylamore, 


expecting that the rebels had gathered there again. I sent skir- | 


mishers on foot over the hills. and found that the rebels had not 
come in. From some information received I learned that Freeman 
had his whole force encamped near a mill on North Sylamore River, 
and sent Companies D and I, under command of Captain Potts, as a 
reconnoitering party tothe mill. They were fired upon several times 
from the hills when passing, but without receiving any harm. 
Freeman was encamped there before, but had moved his camp.to a 
mill on the Middle Sylamore, about 14 miles from the mouth of the 
creek and town of Sylamore. The two companies fed their horses 
and took their breakfast at the mill and returned to the command 
at 12m., bringing some prisoners with them and reporting that the 
mill had caught fire and was burned down. The remainder of the 
command had in the mean time rested in town. During the absence 
of the reconnoitering party some bandits were seen on the top of the 
hills observing our movements. Some men of the First Nebraska 
and some of the Sixth Missouri State Militia asked permission to 
ascend the hills, which I granted, ordering them, however, to remain 
within hearing distance of the bugles. They came back with 2 
captured U. S. horses and saddles, and a cavalry uniform taken 
from one of the men who had worn it. There were 4 dead’ bodies 
left on the hill; on one of them was found a recruiting commission 
as Captain Evans, given by Colonel Freeman. None of our men 
were hurt. At 1.30 p. m., after [ had sent the wounded sergeant in 
a flat-boat down the river, escorted by 3 citizens taken as prisoners, 
the command moved out to the Burrowsville and Batesville road to 
attack Freeman’s camp early the next morning. Marched 13 miles 
and camped near the Blue Mountains (having marched that day a 
distance of 32 miles), and were then only 6 miles distant from the 
rebel camp. There was a rumor in the neighborhood that Freeman 
had over 1,000 men, and would attack us during the night. The 
whole command was formed in order of battle on a favorable ground 
for a cavalry fight. The pickets were carefully posted, and every 
man rested on his arms to be ready at a moment’s warning. Nothing 
occurred that night and the column moved at 4.30 o’clock, January 
27. After advancing nearly 6 miles the advance guard came upon 
a rebel picket of 10 men, of whom 7 were captured and 2 killed; 
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nt through the hills south of the main road. ‘Three armed guer- 
rhole command forded White River to attack the rebel force then 


} charged into Sylamore, driving the rebels out, who fired into our — 


of the right leg and placed in a house, where he was left. The whole ~ 


Middle Sylamore Creek. Several shots were fired f. 
-- advance and the whole force dashed into the camp, but e rebels had — 
slipped out on a by-road, and were hiding themselves. From infor- | 

- mation obtained and judging by the tracks I ascertained that Free-_ 


‘Captain Ribble in pursuit of them, and collected the remainder of — 
my force, placing the prisoners and led horses in the-center of the 
column, and followed the advance guard. The train was overtaken, — 


before the rebels could get possession, and obtained all the forage, ~ 
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n alone escaped. The command was rapid] 


nt the nearest route to Freeman’s camp, north of R 


man’s train and a portion of his forces had moved northward along : 
the creek. I sent the advance guard and one squadron in charge of — 


4 
the wagons containing camp equipage and officers’ clothing were de- — 
stroyed by fire, 12 mules and a number of horses were captured, 3a 


~men were killed (among them a Captain Franks, who had a recruit- — 
‘ing commission with him); also 7 men were taken prisoners. 


, 
Tlearned that Freeman intended to encamp on Big Flat and had © 
his wagons directed to that point. Itherefore hastened to that place ] 
reaching Big Flat at 3 p. m., having marched 25 miles. Both horses. ; 
and men were very much exhausted, and it was necessary to halt — 


for two hours. Two squadrons were then sent out into the hills q 


toward the Burrowsville road to reconnoiter and ascertain the enemy’s 


- whereabouts. In this they were unsuccessful. At 2 0’clock on the 


morning of the 28th, I started my forces back over the hill road and 


found that the enemy had been trying to pass our camp in the night, 
» but failing in this had returned. I followed his tracks to Cooper’s 


Mill, where I heard that Freeman had retreated to the town of Syla- 
more. <A party of 25 men was sent out to the old encampment of | 
Freeman at Rohrer’s Mill. They had found no rebels, and that 
Rohrer’s Mill was burned and destroyed. 

The command of the Sixth Missouri State Militia, under Captain 
Turner, there took the road toward Burrowsville, whefe a portion of 
the Eighth Missouri State Militia were reported to have been. I rec- 
ommended that Captain Turner, after joining the Kighth Missouri 
State Militia, should march toward North Fork of White River to in- 
tercept Freeman. I continued the march with the remainder of my 
command, with prisoners and captured horses, toward Sylamore, 
sending two squadrons into that place to ascertain if the enemy had 
possession of it, All I could learn was that Freeman had probably 
crossed the river at Mount Olive, moving to the North Fork of 
White River. After marching 33 miles my command encamped 5 
miles south of Sylamore, At 4a. m., January 29, a detachment of 
two squadrons was sent to a place called Round Bottom. The re- 
‘mainder of the command continued on the Batesville road to Hinkle’s 
farm, and from there to South Rocky Bayou, where the two squad- 


_ rons from Round Bottom joined them. Some guerrillas and bandits- 


were seen upon the hills; 2 of them were killed and several wounded, 
A number of horses were captured on the same occasion. The com- 
bined forces then marched to White River and forded it at the 
mouth of Rocky Bayou, encamping upon the plantation of the rebel 
Colonel Black. The distance marched that day was 20 miles. On 
the morning of the 30th, at 2.30 0’clock, the command started and 
marched down the river to Wall’s Ferry and there took the main 
road toward Batesville, arriving there at 2 p. m., after marching 25 
miles, The main object of the expedition was not accomplished, on 


with them gave 


ea 


|; 36 prisoners were brought into Batesville, and 4 others 
ere paroled to report at district headquarters. The rebel transpor- 
tion train was captured and destroyed. The papers of Freeman’s — 
rtermaster and the colonel’s commission were taken, and 12 good — 
es and about 60 horses were taken and brought with the com- 
nand to Batesville. The weather was very fine, the roads in good 
ition, and the men in the best of spirits. In the eight days of. 
absence from Batesville the command traveled 236 miles, averag- 
nearly 30 miles per day. Sage 
he officers and men both of the First Nebraska and Sixth Mis-— 
ourl State Militia behaved very well and every order was obeyed — 
promptly. — : eae eke gg 
~ Annexed to this report is a sketch* of that portion of the country 
~ over which my command traveled, and will show how often the col. 
umn changed the direction of its march in vain endeavors to bring —* 
- onanengagement with the enemy. __ ; oe 
ae I remain, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, be 
. WM. BAUMER, ee 
Lieutenant-Colonel First Nebraska Cavalry. 


Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, $ : 2 
yea Asst. Adjt. Gen., District Northeastern Arkansas. : 
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Report of Capt. Samuel H. Turner, Sixth Missouri State Militia ~ a 
Cavalry, of skirmish on Sylamore Creek, and including opera- | 
tions January 16—February 6. 

Hpgrs. Company D, StxtH Mo. State Minitia Cav., ie 
Springfield, Mo., February 6, 1864. 


Sir: T have the honor to make the following report: Pursuant to’ 
Special Orders, No. 13, headquarters District of Southwest Missouri, 
dated January 15, 1864, I proceeded, in command of 92 men of the 
Sixth Cavalry Regiment Missouri State Militia, to take a dispatch 
to Batesville, Ark., and marched from Springfield January 16, via 
Ozark, Beaver Creek, Braton’s Store, north of White River, and 
Springfield Creek, to Batesville, Ark., distance 191 miles, where we 


* Not found. 


anuary 21, having captured 
Jieutenant, and 5 men belonging to ~ 

h 17% stands of arms, 13-horses and mules ; LST 
and a large amount of Confederate postage stamps a’ 
near Lick Creek, Ark. bis SRE 

January 23, I was joined by 200 men of the First: rent 

_ braska Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. Col. W. Baumer, and marched , 

_ from Batesville, Ark., via Hookram, north and west, via Wild Haws — 

ae and Richland, to Sylamore Creek, and attacked a rebel force said to _ 

- number at least 300 men, commanded by Colonel Freeman, camped _ 

- on Sylamore Creek. We skirmished with his retreating command ~— 

for 8 miles, capturing all his transportation, consisting of three wag- 
ons and 10 mules, and all his camp and garrison equipage, his own 

private trunk containing his commission, private letters, officialdoc- _ 

- uments, and important [papers], consisting of orders; also $5,000 _ 
in Confederate money, 49 men, about 70 stand of arms, 1,000 head 
of horses and mules; killed and wounded 20 or 25 men, making in ~ 
all captured a total of 57 prisoners, 8 of whom were officers ; about 
90 stand of arms, 125 horses and mules, completely destroying the 
‘ enemy’s entire camp, and scattering his demoralized force in every 
direction through the mountains. Our loss was 1 man severely 
wounded. 
es January 28, left Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer and command near the 

head of Sylamore Creek, he returning to Batesville, Ark., with 
the prisoners and captured property. I moved in a northwest direc- 

. tion 35 miles and joined Captain Human, commanding detachment 

of 175 men of the Eighth Cavalry Regiment Missouri State Militia 

at Burrowsville, Searcy County, Ark., sending scouts in every direc- 

tion. We had continued skirmishing several days with the scattered 

forces of the enemy and numerous bands of guerrillas, often num- 

bering 125 men. 

February 2, left Captain Human’s command in the northern part 

of Searcy County, Ark. He turned over to me 6 prisoners of war 

that he had captured in Taney and Searcy Counties, Ark., 2 of whom 

were officers. I proceeded on the road to Springfield, Mo., intending 

to ford White River, opposite Forsyth, but could not, oy account of 

recent late rains, which had raised the river almost to the top of its 

banks. At daylight February 4, we commenced to cross the river in 

ne two small canoes, forcing the horses to swim, being led by the side of 

the canoes. The whole command crossed in this manner in safety 

by sunset, being often annoyed during the day by 25 or 30 bush- 

whackers that fired upon us, whenever an opportunity offered, from 

a very high bluff commanding the river. But I succeeded, however, 

in capturing 3 of them, armed and mounted, probably wounding 

several others during the day. We arrived at Springfield, Mo., Feb- 

death 6, 1864, having been gone twenty-three days and marched 500 
miles. 

In parts of Taney and Searcy Counties and on the White River 
forage is quite plenty. In many other sections it is very scarce. 
There is but very little forage within 60 miles south of Springfield. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL E. TURNER, 
Captain Company D, Sixth Cav. Regt. Mo. State Militia. 
Brigadier-General SANBORN, 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 
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eather doubtless was the reason why it happened that any of the 
Navajoes escaped. Lieutenant Newbold’s name is respectfully sub- — 
_ mitted for favorable consideration by the War Department. ne 

Lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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EADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MExIco, ~ 
Ros Sak Santa Fé, N. Mex., January 11, 1864. 
LORENZO THOMAS, BOE RU BG Se ag BO OE 
tant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
RAL: I have the honor to inclose the official report of a sharp. 
tion with the Navajo Indians, near Fort Sumner, N. Mex., 
e Pecos River. You will see that great credit is due to Lieut. 
les Newbold, Fifth U.S. Infantry, to Mr. Labadie, Indian agent, 
‘jo Blanco, an Apache chief, and to several citizens and soldiers 
med in, Major Wallen’s report. The extreme severity of the 
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JAMES H. CARLETON, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


i 
HEADQUARTERS, / | 


- manding the department a successful scout made from this post 


ae 2 


against the Navajo Indians. Yesterday morning at 11 o’clock, Ojo 


Blanco, one of the Apache chiefs, reported to me that the Navajoes 


had run off the Apache herd about 4 miles in a southerly direction, 
from the post. I immediately started Lieutenant Newbold, Fifth 


U.S. Infantry, with 10 mounted men of Company B, Second Cav- 


_alry, California Volunteers, and Company D, Fifth U.S. Infantry 
(all the mew that could be mounted at the post), Mr. Labadie, the 


Indian agent, Mr. Carillo, Mr. Whittemore, and about 25 Apaches in 


pursuit. I also ordered Captain Calloway with his company (I, First 


Infantry, California Volunteers), with two days’ rations, to follow the 
trail of the mounted party. Lieutenant Newbold encountered over 
100 Navajoes, mounted and on foot, about 12 miles in a southeasterly 
direction from the post, and about 2.miles from the river. A sharp 


_ skirmish ensued, in which 9 Navajoes were left dead on the field. The 


Navajoes then broke into two parties and fled, briskly pursued by 
Lieutenant Newbold and Mr. Labadie, and a running fight was kept 
up with both parties for about 10 miles. Mr. Labadie and Mr. Carillo, 
with Privates Porter, McGrew, and Osier, of Company B, Second 
Cavalry, California Volunteers, and about 15 Apaches, pursued one 
party, Privates Porter and McGrew, with 8 Apaches, keeping up the 
pursuit to the point where the Navajoes again crossed the Pecos, 
about 35 miles from the post. Of this party of Navajoes only 18 es- 
caped. These men did well. Lieutenant Newbold, with Sergeant 
Welch, Corporal Flynn, and Private Fitzgeraldine, Company D, Fifth 
U.S. Infantry, Private Reilly, Company C, Seventh U.S. Infantry, 


. . Fort Sumner, N. Mex., January 6, 1864. a he | 
s Capratn: I have again the honor of reporting to the general com- 
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d Privates Misenheimer, Ross, and Dioux, Company B, S 
avalry, California Volunteers, Ojo Blanco, and two other Apache 


Lieutenant Newbold to have been left dead on the field. From the | 
nature of the ground, bottom land with high grass, it was pega i 
ple forhim to find the balance, who were doubtless killed or b 


- wounded to the number of at least 25. At 4p. m., it being intensely 
cold (so much so as to severely freeze the hands of Mr. Labadie, and Fe 
the hands, feet, and ears of several others), the horses and mules of 
__ the soldiers being very tired, and a great deal of ammunition hay- 
ing been expended, and night drawing near, it was deemed advisable | 
by Lieutenant Newbold, commanding the party, to return to the post, 
_. which’ course met with my entire approbation. The cold was so ex- — 
treme during the entire day that it was with great difficulty the men 
could load and fire their pieces. Had the weather been milder, it is 
my belief that all the Navajoes would have been killed. This is the 
game party whipped by nearly the same command onthe 16th ultimo. | 
They have lost in this latter fight 65 men killed or severely wounded. 
-. The balance of their blankets, and about 50 head of horses and — 
: mules recovered, all belonging to the Apaches, except 2 Govern- 
= ment mules and 6 of Mr. La Rue’s. 
Boe: Captain Calloway with his company left here with alacrity at the 
a double-quick, and did his best to reach the scene of action in time, 
> butin my judgment it is impossible for infantry to accomplish any- 
thing against these sudden raids. Iwould respectfully request that, 
if compatible with the interests of the service, an additional com- 
pany of cavalry may be stationed at the post, as this seems to be the 
great thoroughfare for the Navajoes in their marauding expeditions, 

_ Lwould add that some of the friendly Navajoes started in pursuit on 
foot, but could not keep near the horsemen. They all returned to 
the post, in nowise discomposed by the drubbing which their thiev- 
ing brethren had received. In this scout we lost none killed and 

. but 2 Apaches slightly wounded. Lieutenant Newbold, before at- 
ze tacking the Indians the second time, told them through the inter- 
preter that they were in our power, and that if they would surrender 
he would take them to their friends at the fort. This offer they con- 
temptuously rejected. 

I beg to call the attention of the commanding general to the gal- 
lant and handsome manner in which Lieutenant Newbold, Fifth U. 
‘8. Infantry, managed this very successful engagement. Such con- 
duct deserves well of the Government. Mr. Labadie, Indian agent, 
was particularly distinguished ; also Mr. Carillo, Mr. Whittemore, 
Ojo Blanco, and the Apaches generally who were engaged, and all the 
soldiers of Lieutenant Newbold’s command, 11 in number, and who 
have already been mentioned by name. They were cool and obeyed 
orders, and did their duty ina highly creditable manner. Wheréall 
_ behaved so well it would be invidious to particularize. 

Tam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: H. D. WALLEN, 
Major Seventh U. S. Infantry, Commanding. 
Capt. BENJAMIN C. CuTLER, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen. Department of New Mexico. 
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ursued the other party, 36 in number, until near dark.. Of this 3 
oarty 17 escaped. You will thus see that only 35 Navajoes escaped, _ 
and some of these were wounded. Forty are reported to me by ~ 
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, Carleton, U.S. Army, commanding Departme 
Ch arson, First New Mexico Cavalry. Aes e i : 
t. Albert H. Pfeiffer, First New Mexico Cavalry, 


t. Asa B. Carey, Thirteenth U. 8. Infantry. gee a : 
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_  Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF NEw Mexico, = 
fe ta as Cruces, N, Mex., Hebruary-7, 1864.4 
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to inclose a copy of the re- 
t of Col. Christopher Carson, commanding the expedition against 
he Navajo Indians, of his success in marching a command through _ 
the Cafion de Chelle, the great stronghold of that tribe, and of the 
ling of 23 of the warriors and the capture of a large number of ~~ 
soners. These, prisoners are now en route to the Bosque Redondo. 
s report is accompanied by reports of Capt. Asa B. Carey, U.S. 
my, marked B and ©, and of Capt. Albert H. Pfeiffer, of the = 
irst Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers. I also inclose a copy of © ~ 
letter from Colonel Carson, written subsequent to his return to 
ort Canby. toc 
__ It will be seen by these papers that the operations of the troops Reece 
during the severely cold weather has been of the most praiseworthy = 
- character, and been crowned with unparalleled success. Thisisthe 
first time any troops, whether when the country belonged to Mexico < 
_ or since we acquired it, have been able to pass through the Cafion de 
Chelle, which, for its great depth, its length, its perpendicular walls, 
_and its labyrinthian character, has been regarded by eminent geolo- 
_ gists as the most remarkable of any fissure (for such it is held to be) 
upon the face of the globe. It has been the great fortress of the tribe 
since time out of mind. To this point they fled when pressed by our 
troops. Colonel Washington, Colonel Sumner, and many other com- 
-/manders have made an attempt to go through it, but had to retrace = 
their steps. It was reserved for Colonel Carson to be the first to- 
succeed, and I respectfully request the Government will favorably 
notice that officer and give him a substantial reward for this crown- | 
ing act in a long life spent in various capacities in the service of his ; 
country in fighting the savages among the fastnesses of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Capt. Asa B. Carey, of the Thirteenth U.S. Infantry, the chief 
quartermaster of the expedition against the Navajoes, volunteered 
for this march, and, as usual with this gallant and energetic officer, 
was particularly distinguished. I hope the Government will rewar 
him with the compliment of a brevet. He is entitled to a brevet for 
his gallantry in assisting the intrepid Capt. William H. Lewis, Fifth 
U. 8. Infantry, who burned the Texan train in Apache Cafion on the 
28th of March, 1862, and he richly deserves that, and also a brevet 
for his distinguished services in the operations against the Navajoes. 
I am sure the Government will not be unmindful of the labors of 
these officers and the brave soldiers who followed them, even though 
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the field of their operations is far removed 


ll attention to his name. 


which have been and will continue to be made can hardly fail to_ 


bring in the whole tribe before the year ends. . ep 
[beg respectfully to call the serious attention of the Government 
_ tothe destitute condition of the captives, and beg for authority to 


‘provide clothing for the Women and children. Kvery preparation 
will be made to plant large crops for their subsistence at the Bosque 
~ Redondo the coming spring. Whether the Indian Department will 
do anything for these Indians or not, you will know, but whatever 
is to be done should be done at once. At all events, as I before wrote 
to you, ‘we can feed them cheaper than we can fight them.” 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. JAMES H. CARLETON, 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
_ Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, dia Ne 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


No. 2. ; 
Reports of Col. Christopher Carson, First New Mexico Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS NavaJo EXPEDITION, 
Fort Canby, N. Mex., January 23, 1864, 

Captain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general commanding, that on the 6th instant I left this post on an 
expedition to the Cation de Chelle, with commissioned officers, 14, 
and enlisted men, 375. Owing to the depth of the snow on the 
mountain which divides the valleys of this section with those of the 
Pueblo Colorado, it took my command three days to reach that 
place, a distance heretofore accomplished in one day. While en 
route on the 8th, my escort killed 1 warrior. On my arrival at the 
Pueblo Colorado, I was joined by the ox train and its escort, under 
Maj. José. D. Sena, which I had sent forward on the 3d, with the ex- 
pectation that he would have had time to recuperate his animals 
before the arrival of my command. In this I was disappointed, as 
it took his command five days to make 25 miles, and with a loss of 
27 oxen. This made it necessary for me to lighten the loads and 
leave one wagon to enable me to accomplish my object, which I did 
leaving behind ten days’ rations for my command and 25 men as a 
guard, On the 12th, I arrived at the west opening of the Cafion de 
Chelle. In the morning I made a detour to the right of the line of 
march, with my staff and escort, and struck the cafion about 6 miles 
from the mouth. Wishing to reconnoiter a little previous to com- 
mencing operations, [ proceeded up the cafion on the south side some 
4 or 5 miles farther, but could find no possible means for descend- 
ing to the bottom of the cafion, the heighth of the sides averaging 
about 1,000 feet and nearly perpendicular. I saw several Indians on 


ste OPE or north side of the cafion, but out of range of our small- 
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“brilliant events of the great war. Sergt. Andreas Herrera, of 

New Mexico Volunteers, it will be seen, 
gain distinguished himself, and it affords me great pleasure to — 3 


I believe this will be the last Navajo war. The ‘persistent efforts a 
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o commands to operate on each side of the cafion, with three days’ 
rations in haversacks. The first, consisting of Companies B and G, 
_ First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, under command of Capt. A. | 
_B. Carey, Thirteenth U. 8. Infantry, on the south, and the second, = 
* composed of Companies C and D, under command of Capt. Joseph 
_ Berney, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, on the north side. I | 
- accompanied the former party, being very anxious about the safety — 
_of Captain Pfeiffer’s command, whom I had sent from Fort Canby 
_to operate from the east opening, and wishing to gain a knowledge 
_ of the topography of the caiion with a view to operations within it. 

_ This day I discovered the place where Sergeant Herrerahadthe fight ~~ 
_ the day previous. Found 11dead bodiesand 5 wounded (2 mortally). | | 
The other 3, though badly wounded, owing to the skill and care be 
stowed upon them by Dr. Shout, will no doubt recover. Onthel4th, 
_ the command continued its march to a point whence the view upthe ~~ 
cafion was unobstructed to near its eastern outlet, and being unable 
to discover any signs of Captain Pfeiffer’s command, or any fresh: 
sign of Indians, and there being no grass for the animals of my — 
escort, I determined to return. I also satisfied myself of the feasi- — _ 
bility of flanking the south side of the cafion from west to east with-" 
out much trouble, there being no intersecting cafions of any extent. — 
On my return to the main camp on the evening of this day I found, 
to my great surprise and satisfaction, Captain Pfeiffer and his party 
in camp, having accomplished an undertaking never before accom- 
‘plished in war time—that of passing through the Cafion de Chelle 
from east to west, and this without having had a single casualty in 
his command. He killed 3 Indians (2 men) and brought in 19 pris- , 
oners, women and children. He found 2 bodies of Indians frozen to 
death in the cafion. I respectfully inclose his report (marked <A), 
which is very interesting. While en route on my return to camp | 
was joined by 3 Indians with a flag of truce, requesting permission 
to come in with their people and submit. I told them through my 
interpreter that they and their people might come unmolested to 
my camp up to 10a. m. next day, but after that time, if they did 
not come, my soldiers would hunt them up and the work of destrue-  ~ 
tion recommence. Accordingly, next morning, before the time ap- 
pointed, 60 Indians arrived. They had made known to them the 
intentions of the Government in regard to them, and expressed their 
- willingness to emigrate to the Bosque Redondo. They declare that | 
owing to the operations of my command they are in a complete state 
of starvation, and that many of their women and children have’ 
already died from this cause. They also state that they would have 
come in long since, but that they believed that it was a war of exter- 
mination, and that they were agreeably surprised and delighted to 
learn the contrary from an old captive whom I had sent back to 
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. fears of being killed on approaching our camp, but that their neces- 
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them for this purpose. L issuéd them some meat, and as they asked 
permission to return to their haunts and collect the remainder of 


their people, I directed them to meet me at this post in ten days. 
They have all arrived here according to promise, many of them with 


others joining and traveling in with Captain Carey’s command. 


This command of 75 men I conferred upon Captain Carey at his own 


ey request, he being desirous of passing through this stupendous cafion. 


I sent the party to return through the cafion from west to east, that 
all the peach orchards, of which there were many, might be destroyed, 
as well as the dwellings of the Indians. I sent a competent person 


- with the command to make some sketches of the cafion, which, with | 


a written description of it by Captain Carey in the shape of a report: 
(marked B), I respectfully inclose. This evening (15th) Captain 
Berney returned with his command, having accomplished the object 
of his scout with his usual energy and ability. His party surprised 
- and killed 2 Indians and captured 4. 

Having now accomplished all that was possible in this vicinity I 
determined to return to Fort Canby for the purpose of being present 
to receive the Indians as they arrived and to take measures to send 
out expeditions in other directions, as I feel certain that now isthe time 
to prosecute the campaign with vigor and effect the speedy removal 
of all the Indians north and west of Little Red River. On my first 
return to camp I was visited by 4 warriors, who stated that they 
came from the vicinity of Juanico Mountains; that they had great 


sities overcame their fears. They say that many rich Indians would 
‘come in, but were afraid. He who appeared to be the most intelli- 
gent I furnished with provisions as evidence of having been in my 
camp, and he willingly agreed to go to these Indians and assure 
them of the protection of the troops, providing they came in with 
‘the bona-fide intention of emigrating. At this camp I left the cap- 
tives with three companies and the ox train, under Major Sena, and 
pushed ahead myself with two companies and the mule train. I 
directed Major Sena to remain four whole days at the Pueblo Colo- 
rado to recuperate his animals. .He has not yet arrived. I arrived 
at this post on the 21st instant, after an absence of sixteen days. I 
found on my arrival about 110 Indians, who accompanied Captain 
Carey’s command. Since then several parties have arrived, until 
the number now drawing rations is170. Thisdoes not include small 
children. I have been anxiously looking for a train which should 
have arrived here two days since. Should it not arrive by Tuesday 
I shall send these Indians by transportation from the post. 

In summing up the immediate results of my operations on this 
expedition, I find the following: Killed, 23; prisoners, 34: volun- 
tarily surrendered, 200 souls ; captured, 200 head of sheep. In addi- 
tion, we have thoroughly explored their heretofore unknown strong- 
hold, and Cafion de Chelle has ceased to be a mystery. But it is 
to the ulterior effects of the expedition that I look for the greatest 
results. We have shown the Indians that in no place, however 
formidable or inaccessible in their opinion, are they safe from the 
pursuit of the troops of this command, and have convinced a large 
portion of them that the struggle on their part is a hopeless one 
We have also demonstrated that the intentions of the Government 
toward them are eminently humane, and dictated by an earnest 
desire to promote their welfare ; that the principle is not to destroy 
but to save them, if they are disposed to be saved. When all this is 
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now with whom I have had any means of communicating 
rriving almost hourly, and will, I believe, continue t 
ntil the last Indian in this section of the country is en r 
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regard to those Indians cannot be too highly estimated. I 
been repeatedly demonstrated that any treaties heretofore made 


recommenced to murder and rob the citizens. The policy of placing 


_ ply themselves. 


of the sergeant is deserving of praise. 
To the officers and men of my command [.return my thanks for 


the zealous and efficient manner in which they have seconded my _ 
_ efforts on this as well as on all former occasions. To Capt. A. B.~ 


_ Carey, my chief quartermaster, I am greatly indebted, not only 

_for the able and efficient manner displayed by him in the manage- 
_ ment of his department, but for valuable assistance on other occa- 
_ sions; as also to my chief commissary, Lieut. F. Cook, Fifth U. 8. 
_ Infantry. lam especially indebted to the zeal and intelligence of 
: my acting assistant adjutant-general, Lieut. Lawrence G. Murphy, 

First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, and I particularly recom- 
- mend him to the notice of the general commanding as a most efficient 


Bosque Redondo. _ The benefits to the Government and the 
tory of this wise policy introduced by the general commanding 


with those people, so long as they were permitted to remain in their 
‘country, were entirely disregarded so soon as the force applied to 
them was removed, and both by inclination and from want they _ 


In the accompanying communication from Capt. A. B. Carey, | 
chief quartermaster, marked ©, you will perceive that Sergt. J. Martin > 
_ Bird, of Company K, of my regiment, has had a fight with a party ~~ 
of Navajoes at Ojo del Oso, in which he was successful. Theconduct 
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them on reservations changes all this. The force will still bear 
upon them, but without oppressing them, and their wants will be | 
supplied until such time as by their industry they are able to sup-— 


~ 


and energetic officer. My thanks are also due to Surg. A. F. Peck © 


and Asst. Surg. J. H. Shout for their untiring attention to their 


duties. . 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
C. CARSON, 


Oolonel First Cavalry, New Mexico Vols., Comdg. 


Capt. BensamiIn C. CUTLER, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of New Mexico. 


HEADQUARTERS NavaJo EXPEDITION, 
Fort Canby, N. Mex., January [23], 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report the arrival, late this evening, of 
Major Sena’s command. He brought with him 344 Navajoes, in- 
cluding the 34 prisoners referred to in my report of this date. 
Cabara Blanco, a chief, and one of this party, assures me that 
Navajoes from various points, to the number of over 1,000, are en 
route to this post to emigrate. I have now over 500 Navajoes at this 
post, but shall have them en route to Santa Fé in two days at 
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I do not think I am Bite ae in congratulatin 
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farthest. ature in congratulatin 
eral commanding on the speedy and successful result of | 
ures to restore permanent peace and security to the people of 
Mexico. Papen es Keyes hee. 
ae _ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


C. CARSON, 
Colonel First Cavalry, New Memwico Vols., Comdg. 


ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, a 
Headquarters Department of New Mexico, 


e No. 3. : : 
t a 
‘x Report of Capt. Albert H. Pfeiffer, First New Mexico Cavalry. a 

: Fort Cansy, N. Mex., January 20,1864. 


Sir: In pursuance to General Orders, No. 29, headquarters 
Navajo expedition, dated January 2, 1864, I left Fort Canby, 
Mex., on the morning of the 6th instant, with Company H and 33 

- men of Company EH, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, en 
route for the east opening of Cafion de Chelle. ; 
- On the first day I marched to the wheat fields, but saw nothing 
of unusual or of importance ; distance traveled, 9 miles. On the 7th 

instant marched to the second hay camp, a distance of 16 miles. 
- During the journey I saw a few Indian tracks, and sent Lieut. C. 
P. Ortiz with a party of men to reconnoiter, and seeif he could dis- 
cover any Indians or overtake them if discovered. Snow about 6 
inches deep, and hard marching for the men (having had to pack 
their blankets and overcoats from the time they started until they 
- met the main body of the expedition), which they’ endured with 
_ heroic resolution. On the 8th, I marched about 10 miles, to a creek 
near the Cienego Juanico. As we approached the mountain range 
_ the snow became deeper and the marching more irksome and fatigu- 
ing. On the 9th, with the snow very deep, I traveled about 10 miles, 
On the 11th, marched about 11 miles, to the east entrance of Cafion 
de Chelle, where we encamped. During the trip, on account of the 
deep snow, which increased in volume as we journeyed along, and 
which had fallen to the depth of 18 inches or 2 feet deep, I lost the 
trails several times, which somewhat impeded the march. Having 
observed a smoke in the distance I dispatched Sergeant Trujillo, of 
_ Company H, with 15 men, to discover, if possible, the locality from 
which the smoke arose. He returned and brought back with him 8 
Indian prisoners (women and children) in an almost famishing con- 
dition. It being severely cold two of my men had their feet frozen. 

On the 11th, I divided my command into three parties, with an 
advance guard of 15 men, with picks and shovels, as ploneer sap- 
pers and miners, the main body and nfy animals being in the rear 
guard. To each party I assigned a lieutenant (Lieutenants Hub- 
bell, Ortiz, and Laughlin), with instructions to keep as closely con- 
nected as possible, and to move as one body, my presence ‘being 
required at the most dangerous points, where I could move free and 
observe the stratagems of the concealed foe. My travel through 
the cafion, for the first 12 miles, was accomplished on'the ice of the bed 
of the stream which courses through it. During the passage of the 


level of the cafion, which was very narrow and con- 
io the channel of the creek. The advance party on that da: 
Lieutenant Laughlin, who volunteered to take precedence, 
ht 4 prisoners. Lieut. C. M. Hubbell, who was in charge of the | 
r, had a great deal of trouble in proceeding with the pack trains, — 
he mules frequently broke through the ice and tumbled down © 
ith their loads. All the Indian prisoners taken thus far were half- 
arved and naked. The caiion has no road except tle bottom of | 
e creek. We traveled mostly on the ice, our animals breaking © 
through every few minutes, and one mule split completely open un-— 
der the exhausting fatigue of the march. Onthe 12th instant trav- _ 
 eled about 8 miles ; had several skirmishes with the enemy. Indians 
on both sides of the cafion whooping, yelling, and cursing, firing — 
_ shots and throwing rocks down upon my command. Killed 2 buck — 
_ Indians in the encounter and 1 squaw, who obstinately persisted in 
_ hurling rocks and pieces of wood at thesoldiers. Six prisonerswere’ 
captured on this occasion. Lieutenant Hubbell followed up some 
Indians in atributary cafion, but could not overtakethem on account 
of the steepness of the hillsides, where nothing save an Indian or a | 
mountain goat could make their way. Iencamped thateveningina  ~— 
_ secure place, where plenty of wood was to be obtained—the remains  — 
_ of old Indian lodges. Here I saw several castles or villages, 
_ one of which I named Castle Carey, in honor of Capt. A. B. Carey, => 
chief quartermaster of the expedition, which was located highup . — 
: among the rocks, solidly built, and remarkable for its substantial — 
& 
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and beautiful masonry, and denoting taste on the part of the rude | 
barbarians, where most probably some of the chiefs of the tribe re- * 
sided in summer, the village being inaccessible to the foot-prints of 
the white man ; and near to it in the cafion was a large orchard of 
peach trees, but on account of the fighting and the necessity of being 
on the constant lookout I was unable to destroy them. Krom this 
point westward the cafion widens, the rocky precipice being about 
1,200 or 1,500 feet high. At some places it spreads out like a beau- 
tiful savanna, where the corn-fields of the savages are laid out with 
farmer-like taste, and supplied with acequias for irrigation. At 
other places the cafion is confined to a narrow compass in a zigzag, 
meandering course, with high projecting rocks and houses built 
thereon, perforated with caverns and mountain fastnesses 300 or 400 
feet above the ground as hiding places. Here the Navajoes sought _ 
refuge when pursued by the invading force, whether of neighboring / 
tribes or the arms of the Government, and here they were enabled 
to jump about on the ledges of the rocks like mountain cats, halloo- 
ing at me, swearing and cursing and threatening vengeance on my 
command in every variety of Spanish they were capable of master- 
ing. A couple of shots from my soldiers with their trusty rifles caused 
the red-skins to disperse instantly, and_ gave me a safe passage 
through this celebrated Gibraltar of Navajodom. At the place » 
where I encamped the curl of the smoke from my fires ascended to 
_where a large body of Indians were resting over my head, but the 
height was so great that the Indians did not look larger than crows, 
and as we were too far apart to injure each other no damage was 
done, except with the tongue, the articulation of which was scarcely 
audible. 


the mouth of the west opening I met Maj. José D. Sena, in command — 
of the forces under Colonel Carson as an advance scout, to whomI | 
reported. Next day, the 14th instant, during the temporary ab- — 
sence of the major, 3 Indians (2 men and 1 woman) under a flag 
of truce—Drapeau Blanc, Drapeau Lous, Tache—arrived and saluted — 


me. I received them kindly, friendly, and frankly, and treated 


them accordingly until Major Sena arrived, to whom I| turned them 
_ over with the flag. Colonel Carson arrived the same day, and my 
mission was ended, Prisoners captured, 19. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that my thanks are due to Lieu- 
tenants Hubbell, Ortiz, and Laughlin, and the men of my command, 
who obeyed orders with alacrity, for the signal aid they rendered me 
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on the trying occasion, they having all determined to perish orforce 


their way through this strong defile, which they gallantly accom- 
plished without loss of life or limb. sone 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
A. H. PFEIFFER, 
Captain, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers. 
Lieut. LAWRENCE G.. MURPHY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Navajo Expedition. 


No. 4. 
Reports of Capt. Asa B. Carey, Thirteenth U. S. Infantry. 


Fort Cansy, N. MEx., January 21, 1864. 

sir: Ihave the honor to report that, in compliance with orders 
received from the colonel commanding Navajo expedition, on the 
16th instant I left the west opening of Cafion de Chelle in com- 
mand of Capt. A. H. Pfeiffer’s company (H, First Cavalry, New 
Mexico Volunteers), and detachments attached, on scouts against 
‘the Navajo Indians. I marched up the main Cafion de Chelly a dis- 
tance of 4 miles, to a point where the cafion branched, the north 
branch running about five degrees north of east, the south branch 
nearly due east. As I was totally unacquainted with the country, I 
was undecided which of the cations to follow, but on consulting 
Captain Pfeiffer I found that the north branch was his route from 
the east end. A knowledge of this almost unknown stronghold of 
the Navajoes being a valuable acquisition for future operations, I 
decided to travel the south branch. After marching up the cafion 


for 2 miles, several Indians were discovered on the north side, on the ° 


cliffs almost immediately above us, and beyond rifle-shot. I halted 
for the purpose of ascertaining if the side of the cafion could be 
ascended, but found it impossible. In the mean time the number of 
Indians on the rocks above us increased, and by signs and gestures 
indicated that they desired tocome to me. I had with me a Na- 
vajo Indian, and through him I communicated to them that if they 
desired to come to me they could do so, when I would make known 


oe 


soon came into camp in large numbers, and were disposed of in such 
-MIanner as to prevent injury to my command should they prove: 
: reacherous. That night I counted 150 full-grown Indians in my 
_ camp, besides many children. I informed them of the humane inten- — 
tions of the department commander concerning them, and thata | 
_ full and complete submission to his wishes was required, and that 
_ under no other circumstances would they be treated with, except 
_ as enemies to be fought. They then said they surrendered them- 
_ selves to me, and would be governed by any directions I might give 
_ them, and would accompany me wherever I desired, but many 
_ wished to.return to their homes in the mountains to collect and 
_ bring intheir families. I gave all who desired to leave free permis: 
sion to do so, stating to them that within ten days they must report 
_ themselves with their families at Fort Canby. They seemed well 
_ pleased, and many left stating that within the time indicated they 
_ would comply with my directions. On the morning of the 17th 
- instant [resumed my march and marched about 2 miles in the cafion, 
when I commenced the ascent to gain the table-land on the south 
side of the cafion by the only practicable trail leading out of this . 
branch. The trail was very difficult, and found it necessary toun- 
pack my mules in order to enable them to go up the trail, themen 
carrying the loads. After leaving the east opening of the cafion, I 
- marched in a direct line for this post over a broken country cov- 
ered with pine and pifion, very little grass, and no water. Snow 
from 6 to 8 inches deep, making it hard marching for the men. En- 
camped at 4.30 p. m. ina large, open bottom ; very good grass, but no 
water. The distance traveled about 20 miles. On the 15th instant 
- Jresumed my march, and at 3 p. m. arrived at this post. My route 
the first 10 miles was through pine forest, the snow from 1 foot to — 
18 inches deep, and covered with a broken crust not sufficiently hard 
to bear up the weight of a man, which made the marching exceed- 
ingly hard. No water on the line of march until I arrived at a 
point known as Ewell’s hay camp, about 10 miles from the post, 
where grass and water are abundant. 

I have the honor to state that I brought into this post 105 full-grown 
Navajo Indian prisoners, besides some children, and since my arrival 
they have been coming in in parties of from 3 to 10, following up 
my line of march. In marching through this cation, celebrated for 
its length and depth and for being an almost impregnable strong- 
hold of the Navajoes, I made such observations as my limited time 
and duties would permit. The main cafion commences on the west 
of the Pueblo Colorado Mountains, and runs almost due east, with 
one short side cafion on the south and two on the north. The aver- 
age width of this I estimated at about 800 yards, and no permanent 
water within 24 miles of its mouth, and no land which has ever been 
cultivated. At the point where the main cafion branches the streams 
of the north and south cafions unite, and. seem to be permanent. I 
was informed by all the Indians I questioned that the south branch 
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some points it is not more than 50 yards in width, and t. 


‘and in many cases overhanging, rocks. The number of side cam 
on the south are three and on the north five, which do n 
- far as I could observe, extend more than about 1,000 yards on t. 


branch of the cafion where it widens I saw signs of extensive culti- 


— and from the signs which I observed in spring time a large amount 
of water must flow through this cafion. The only timber growing 
in this branch is cotton-wood and box-elder. This cafion is practi- 
cable for wagons to the point where the trail commences, a distance 
of about 22 miles from the west end. I have the honor to inclose here- 
with views* of the east end and west openings, and a view* at my 


- _Reen, of Company C, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers. — 


sey To the officers and men of the command are due my thanks for the : 
- manner in which they performed their duties while under my orders. | 


Sea Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. CAREY, 
Captain, Thirteenth Infantry, Commanding Scouts. 
- Lieut. L. G. Murpuy, he 
wet . Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Navajo Expedition. 


wt OrFicE ActG. Asst. Q. M. NavasJo EXPEDITION, 
a Fort Canby, N. Mex., January 22, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant the party 
at the express station at Ojo del Oso, under charge of Sergt. J. Martin 
Bird, Company K, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, attacked 
and dispersed 21 Navajo Indians, and captured 6 of the party. The 
6 prisoners were turned over to Lieutenant Bishop, who passed the 
station shortly after the capture, to be taken to Fort Wingate. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, + 
A. B. CAREY, 
Captain, Thirteenth Infantry, Actg. Asst. Quartermaster. 
First Lieut. L. G. MurpHy, / 
P first Cav., New Mexico Vols.; Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


JANUARY 8-9, 1864.—Bombardment of Confederate works at the mouth 
of Caney Bayou, Tex. 


south, but the north branches are much longer. At points in ae es: 


vation of both wheat and corn. The water appears to be permanent, © 


camp, 18 miles from the west opening, executed by Sergeant Van — 
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mated height of the sides from 1,000 to 1,500 feet of perpendicv at. 


Report of Col. A. Buchel, First Texas Cavalry, commanding Sec- . 


ond Brigade, Second Division. 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, SECOND Drvisron, 
Camp near P. Mc Neil’s Farm, January 10, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that on the 8th instant, at about 
11 o’clock, a Federal gun-boat commenced shelling our works at the 


x Not found, 


uring the shelling has to be — 
ntinued, but is immediately resumed whenever the gun-boat — 

s off, which she frequently does. About 10 a, m. on the 9th, a_ 
Aree SE eneHOT said to be loaded with troops, passed down in the 
irection of Decrow’s Point about 4 p. m.; another gun-boatcame to 
chor near the one previously mentioned, off the works, and Ior- | 
ered Colonel Likens with five companies of his regiment to within 
upporting distance, where they remained all night. One of the 
in-boats having left during the night, Colonel Likens has been 


rdered to return to camp with his command this morning: * 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ay : A. BUCHEL, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


; 
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~ Capt. L. G. ALpricu, 
_ Asst, Adjt. Gien., Hastern Sub-division. 


JANUARY 12-13, 1864.—Affair at Matamoras, Mexico. 


Report of Ma. Gen. Francis J. Herron, U. S. Army, commanding 
“i forces on the Rio Grande. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. ForcES ON THE RIO GRANDE, pe, 
: Brownsville, Tex., January 15, 1864. = 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of cir- : 
cumstances that transpired here on the night of the 12th instant: 
About 8.0’clock in the evening we were startled by rapid cannon- 

-ading and musketry firing evidently going on in the streets of Mata- 
moras, just across the Rio Grande, which continued without cessa- 7 
tion, and spreading over the greater portion of the town until 10 Ae 
o’clock. At this hour I received the following communication from 

Mr. L. Pierce, jr., U. 8. consul at Matamoras : 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 
Matamoras, Mexico, January 12, 1864—10 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. F. J. HERRON, 5 
f Commanding U. S. Forces, Brownsville, Tex. : 

GENERAL: A battle is now raging in the streets of this city between the forces of 
Governor Manuel Ruiz and Col. Juan N. Cortina. My person and family are in 
great danger, as the road between here and the ferry is said to be infested witb 
robbers. I have also about $1,000,000 in specie and a large amount of other valua- 
ble property under my charge in the consulate, and from the well-known character 
of Cortina and his followers, I fear the city will be plundered. I therefore ear- 
nestly request that you will send a sufficent force to protect myself and property 
and to transport the money within the limits of the United States at the earliest 
possible moment. ee Ba cack hoa 

ir, very respectfully, your obedient ser ; 
aes 5s ea “ae L. PIERCE, Jr., 
U. S. Consul, 


6 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


pats 


following from Govern 


— 


thin a very few moments the 
washandedme: ~~ 


a Maj. Gen. FJ. : HERRON: | bu 


_ U.S. consulate and the large property of American ee 9 of different nations 
living in this town. For this reason I shall endeavor to repulse the enemy and ask 
~ you the favor to send some troops over to guard and protect the said property, which 


~ mine in high consideration and to admit my profound respects. 
Your obedient servant, 
MANUEL RUIZ, 


Se 7 Governor of Tamaulipas. 


Thad, immediately after the firing commenced, dispatched an offi- 
cer (Colonel Black, Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry) to the U. 8. 
consulate, with instructions to inform me at once of the condition 
of affairs, and hearing from him also that the road was infested with 


der, and that the family of the consul could not get away without a 
guard, and the legal governor, recognized by President Juarez, hav- 
ing informed me officially that he could not protect him, I deemed it 
not inconsistent with my instructions to send a small force into the 
city of Matamoras for the purpose of removing the family of Mr. 
~~ Pierce and the specie to this side of the river. I therefore ordered Col. 
_ Henry Bertram, Twentieth Wisconsin Infantry, to send 40 men to 
take charge of the ferry, to put one regiment under arms, and to call 
at my headquarters for further orders. Upon reporting, I instructed 
him to take four companies of his regiment across the river and pro- 
ceed to the U. §. consulate and there make proper disposition of his 
force to protect the U. 8. consul and his property and to remove them 
at the earliest possible time to this side of the river, instructing him 
at the same time inthe most positive manner not to interfere in the 
fight. I then replied to Governor Ruiz as follows : 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. Forcms ON THE RIO GRANDE, 
: Brownsville, Tex., January 12, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
-Governer MANUEL RUIZ: 
Sir: Your note dated Matamoras, 10 o’clock p. m., is at hand. Mr. Pierce, the 
U. 8. consul, wrote at 10 o’clock urging me to send a force to protect the U. S. 
consulate, and at his request I dispatched Colonel Bertram with a small force to the 

- consul’s house, to protect him in moving to this side of the river. My troops have 

positive instructions not to interfere with either persons or property, and to take no 
- partin the fight. They will protect the consulate until safely removed. 

: Regretting exceedingly the troubles which surround you, and with the hope that 
you may soon quiet matters, I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obe- 
dient servant, 

; F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


At the same time I wrote to Mr. Pierce, informing him of the in- 
structions given to Colonel Bertram, and requesting him to prepare 
for removal at once. I also sent the following notification to Gov- 
ernor Ruiz, sending a similar one to Colonel Cortina : 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES ON THE RIO GRANDE, 
Brownsville, Tex., January 12, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
Governor MANUEL RUIZ: 

Str: I have the honor to state that owing to a battle now raging in tl r 
Matamoras between your troops and those of Colonel Cortina, aie eae ene 
ing to the personand family of Mr. Pierce, U. 8. consul, I have ordered Colonel Ber- 
tram, with four companies of U.§. troops, to proceed to the house of Mr, Pierce, at 


MaTamonas, January 12, 1864—10 p. Si zi + 


Sir: The forces commanded by Colonel Cortina have attacked my positions in | 
this place. As this town is very extensive, I cannot protect all, nor guarantee the — 


itis impossible for me to protect. I ask you, general, to take this application of | 


_ robbers who were taking advantage of the fighting to rob and mur- 


now going o1 
‘that l 2 


ent servant, 
__ F, J. HERRON, 
sae o> US eeaee Major-General, Commanding. 
Jolonel Bertram proceeded without delay to the other side of the 
river, marching by the shortest route to the consulate and placing — 
his troops within the yard which is attached to the house, and such 
arrangements were then made as would prevent any possibility of 
interference by our men. At 11.30 p.m.I received the following 
note from Colonel Bertram: ~~ a So Fo AE 
oe . : ee: fies = Te po ae STATES CONSULATE, 
imi Ps Ehbes: atamoras, January 12, 1864—11.30 p.m. _ 
Maj. Gen. F, J. HERRON, $ tg a hi E ae, 
Commanding U.S. Forces: : 5 hs 
es GENERAL : I have arrived at the consul’s house and assure you he was very happy 
tosee us. I marched in by the shortest route, the firing having stopped assoonas 
_ we appeared on the street. The consul thinks Cortina has been gaining ground. 
I await further instructions. : ie ge 
Very respectfully, 


H. BERTRAM, 
Colonel, Commanding.  - 


_To which I replied as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES ON THE RIO GRANDE, 

2 Brownsville, Tex., January 12, 1864—12 [p.] m. 
Col. H. BERTRAM: . : i 
_ COLONEL: Your note from the consul’s is at hand. You will remain in your ey 
position, giving the consul sufficient time to remove his family and the valuables 
in the consulate to this side. Again let me state that you will interfere in no way 

with the fight, but keep your men at their post for the duty assigned them. Send 

a good officer with the troops at the ferry, and issue the most positive orders pro- 

hibiting straggling from the ranks or interference of any nature whatever with 

either persons or property. Should a stray shot come near, or even strike one of ° 

your men, that will not be considered a sufficient reason for your firing, I have 

notified both Ruiz and Cortina of your presence in Matamoras and the purpose. Aig: 
Should you see either of the persons named, state fully what your instructions are. yi 
Your mission is a delicate one. Be extremely careful. i 


 eaaad F. J. HERRON 
Major-General, Commanding. 


At 12.30 o’clock I received the following from Colonel Bertram : 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 
Matamoras, January 12 [13], 1864—12.30 o’clock, 


Major-General HERRON, 
Commanding U.S. Forces: 

GENERAL: I have received your letter. Your instructions are strictly obeyed, 
and I have sent the most stringent orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Laughlin not to — 
allow anything to be done that could be construed into the violation of your orders. 
Commissions from both the Ruiz and Cortina parties have been here to inquire 
into [the] object of our coming over. I told them what my instructions were, and 
both parties went away satisfied. The consul says that he has about $1,000,000 in 
specie in his possession, and that he cannot possibly remove it or his family until 
morning. I have not been able to learn positively which party is gaining, Ruiz 
still holds the plaza, and I think will hold out until morning. 


Respectfully, H. BERTRAM 
Ae 4 Wt . 


Colonel, Commanding, 


Sean Sore ise Ape DERE 
hting ceased for an hour after the appearance 
arning Shere was to be no interference both parties j 
n, taking care, however, to keep some distance from the 1 
nsulate. Matters continued so until daylight, when I sent as 
cient number of wagons to remove the family of Mr. Pierce an 
roperty from the consulate. At7a.m. of the 13th, they were safely 
landed on this side and the troops withdrew. The fighting inthe =~ 
morning was carried on bitterly until 12 o’clock, when the Ruiz | 
party retreated and were scattered in every direction. The casual- 
ties on both sides were about 50 killed and 100 wounded. Among 
_ the killed was Ex-Governor Alvino Lopez, a prominent Ruiz man. 
Governor Ruiz’ forces numbered 800 men and four pieces of artil- 
— lery, while Cortina’s force was 600 men and six pieces of artillery. 
Considerable damage was done by the artillery, and the town was — 
filled during the fight with lawless bands, plundering, &c. Colonel — 
_ Cortina has already announced himself as governor of Tamaulipas, 
while Governor Ruiz, General Rohez, and some other prominent 
officers escaped and crossed to this side, and are now here refugees. \ 
_. [have in this report given merely the facts in detail and will not | 
-/ enter into argument in justification of my course. Notified by the 
legal governor of the State that he could not protect the U.S. con- 
— sulate, and with an appeal from the consul direct for protection for = 
his family and property, I felt that it was unquestionably my duty — 4 
_ to furnish a sufficient guard to remove him from the city, taking at 
- the same time every precaution to prevent collision with either of the | 
factions. I might here state that the English consul remained dur- 
ing most of the night at the U.S. consulate under our protection. 

- Tinclose as portion of the report letters* from Governor Ruiz and 
Colonel Cortina, the former claiming to be the governor appointed 
and recognized by Juarez and complaining that I do not help him, 
and the latter expréssing his approval of the neutrality I observed. 
In conclusion, [ would say that Col. Henry Bertram, of the Twen- 
tieth Wisconsin Infantry, who commanded the troops that crossed 
over, performed the delicate mission in an admirable manner, and 
proved. himself an officer of more than ordinary judgment. His 

. officers and soldiers are entitled to thanks for their conduct. : 

I have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
. F. J. HERRON, 
Major-General. 


General CHARLES P. STONE, 
Chief of Staff, New Orleans, La. 


JANUARY 13-14, 1864,—Scout from Pine Bluff to Monticello, Ark. 
Feport of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry.' 


HEADQUARTERS Post oF PINE BLUFF, 
Pine bluff, Ark., January 14, 1864. 
GENERAL: Lieutenant McCarty, with 20 men, has just come in. 
He went 2 miles beyond Monticello. At Monticello he destroyed 


* Not found, 


ip ie od a aaa POWELL ( CLAYTON ; 
is ; Colonel, Commanding 


ie ai chert Soon . 
ieee ¢ 
pees OAT | | ee 
_ JANUARY 15-11, 1864. —Seouts in Jackson County, Mo. 


4 eseiate of poke James Me Panis: First Missouri State 5) 
BNO Cavalry. oes 


pee "Hors ‘Fist CAVALRY, Missouri STATE Mrnrrra, : 
: g $ WwW arrensburg, Mo., January 19, 1864. 


a - GeNERAL: have the honor to state that Tnerdennae Couch anidt sis3 
az Bb: troops that went to his assistance have returned. | Lieutenant — ae 
~ Couch reports that he pursued the rebels until 10 0 clock at night of — 
_ the 16th, and searched all day of the 17th for them. They scattered — 
Pajirag the night of the 16th and could not be found on the 17th. It — 
is reported by Lieutenant Couch that Blunt’s band numbers about 
50 men, and that. it is rumored there is another band under Todd in 2 ee; 
the vicinity of Round Prairie, Jackson County, number unknown. 
Some of our men from Lexington, under.Lieutenant Kessinger, found — 
- acamp near Pink Hill, in Jackson County, on the 15th; the camp- — 
: fires were burning, but the rebels could not be found; The camp 
discovered by Lieutenant Couch was in Jackson County, about 3. 
miles west of the La Fayette County line, nearly west of Chapel Hill. 5 
There are no indications of red legs on the western boundary of — 
this sub-district as yet. There is no other news of interest, ae a u 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; ae 
JAMES "McFERRAN, 
Colonel First Cav., Mo. State Militia, Comdg. Heimat 


General EK. B. Brown, 
Commanding District of Central Missourt. 


DC 


JANUARY 16-FEBRUARY 15, 1864,—Operations in Northwestern Ar- 
kansas. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EKVEHENTS. 


Jan. 22, 1864, Skirmishes at Clear Creek and Tomahawk. 
Bs 1864,—Affair at Bailey’s, on Crooked Creek. 
Skirmish on Rolling Prairie. 
Skirmishes near Burrowsville. 
~Feb. 5, 1864.—Skirmish on Crooked Creek. 


RHPORTS.* 


No. (lps. Gen. John B. ao, U.S. Army, commanding District of South- 


west Missouri. , 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. vols B. Holland, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


ey Bee Blso Cpnat Turner’s report, p. 67. 


<5 7 


Ge f Se Se ed 3 Rea S NT eeetie ‘ 
, 3.—Capt. Charles Galloway, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union), 


"—Lieut. John E. Phelps, Third U. 8. Cavalry, commanding Second Arkansas 
= Cavalry, (Union). 3 ang gs igi Sa 
No. 5.—Capt. William C. Human, Eighth Missouri State MilitiaCavalry. 
Be Ne, 6.—Maj. Lyman W. Brown, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. ; 


. ~ 


souri for January and February, 1864. 
No. 1. ea tt 


Nie “Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding 
pak District of Southwest Missourt. 


HEADQUARTERS District SOUTHWEST MISSOURI, | 
Springfield, February 19, 1864. 
GENERAL: Although addressing you a line on official business, I 
shall be permitted to express my gratification at again reporting to 
and conferring with the general under whom I fought my first bat- 


a @ No. 7.—Abstract from Record of Events on returns of the District of Southwest Mis- ing Z 


“3 


= 
y 
aa 


» 


i 


tles, and from whom I received the first commendation for the proper — 


conduct in the trying circumstances of hard-contested fields. 

I inclose herewith the reports of Brigadier-General Holland, 
Fourth Militia District, and Col. J. E. Phelps, Second Arkansas 
Cavalry, of their operations in Northwestern Arkansas during the 
- past few weeks. The reports of Captain Turner, Sixth Missouri 
State Militia, and Captain Human, Eighth Missouri State Militia, 
have already been forwarded, and that of Captain Galloway, of the 
First Arkansas, will be forwarded in a few days. 

Early in January I was advised that from 1,200 to 2,000 Confed- 
erate soldiers and bushwhackers had gathered in Newton, Searcy, 
Izard, and Carroll Counties, Ark., and were contemplating a raid 
into this State, with a view of capturing our trains, &c. As soon 
as possible after obtaining information of this kind I ordered 200 
men of the First Arkansas into Newton County, 200 of the Second 
Arkansas to the same locality, and 200 of the Eighth Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry to the same place, and to march so that they would 
arrive at Rolling Prairie about the same time. Captain Turner was 
at the same time ordered to Batesville with dispatches, with instruc- 
tions to return by way of Sylamore Creek and intercept any parties 
moving south, and report to Captain Human in Searcy County. 
Captain Human was the first to reach the position occupied by the 
rebels, and at first they manifested quite a disposition to make a 
stand and fight, but after the three columns made a junction they 
made no further stand, and all the northwestern portion of Arkan- 
sas was thoroughly scouted: After the forces that first moved into 
this section had passed south, nearly to the southern line of Searcy 
County, a force of 200 or 300 rebels suddenly made their appearance 
near Berryville and made some demonstrations that indicated an 
intention on their part to move north. I immediately sent General 
Holland with 200 men and a section of artillery to that point. He 
afterward joined the other troops in the field and continued opera- 
tions, as will appear from his report. The results of all the move- 
ments, from the best information I can gather, are the capturing of 
70 prisoners of war, 200 Confederate soldiers and bushwhackers 
(many of them notoriously bad characters) killed, and at least 1,000 
of the rebel soldiers, partisan rangers, and guerrillas driven across. 
the Arkansas River. ; 


are, and for nearly a year_have been, the great rendezvous or bas 
f operations for all bands of guerrillas and murderers that infe 
__ this section of the State. Fulton County is also a great place of r 
sort for them. It is therefore of the utmost importance to stati 
___ troops enough in these counties to drive out all these enemies. T 
farmers and people in the southern tier of counties in this State 
would then feel safe and return and cultivate their farms, an ob 
_ ject of the first importance. Forage is abundant, too, in these coun-— 
ties in Arkansas, while in the southern tier of counties of the State 
there is none; hence it is impossible to station or support any troops | 
— inthem. It seems, therefore, to be of the first importance to this de- 
_ partment, or to the people of Missouri, that this department should ~ 
extend south to the Boston Mountains, which seems the natural line 
dividing the country and departments, or that there should be a per- | 
fect understanding with General Steele that this country north of — . 
Boston Mountains should be so occupied by his troops that no large — 
bands or organizations can be found there. If this should be done, 
the Second Arkansas Cavalry might be transferred to the Depart- 
~~ ment of Arkansas, and I could manage this district with the Missouri _ 
troops alone. The people of this State will not return to their farms 


4 in the border counties unless all the counties that I enumerated in _ 

F Arkansas are occupied by our troops, or at least until a home guard 
j force is formed and organized, which can be done speedily. ae 
4 I desire to be advised whether I should withdraw all troops belong- 

: ing to my command that I am now operating with temporarily in 


; Arkansas. Many of them are enrolled militia, and Missouri State |. 
\ Militia troops. I can protect the people and property of the district 
| far better while operating there than at home here, and get forage 
much better. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. 


* 


No. 2. : Mey 
Report of Brig. Gen. Colly B. Holland, Enrolled Missouri. Militia. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 17, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of my ~ 
operations and movements against the enemy in the southern por- 
tion District of Southwest Missouri : 
In obedience to your orders I left Springfield, Mo., on the 26th 
ultimo, to assume command of the forces operating in Northern Ar- 


, I moved forw 
h one battalion o: 


of supplies not reaching me. The train conveying the same from 
Meg Caadvill 


le having arrived at White River, was on account of high 
water unable to cross. The river was swollen very high by the rains 


section by Freeman, Love, and Gunning. I formed a junction with 


the 8th at Rolling Prairie. Here I received intelligence that Freeman 
and Love, with their respective commands, had marched east of Yell- 


‘ville, while the forces of McCullough, Nichols, and Gunning had 


separated in small squads and scattered in various directions. Found 
that Phelps, Galloway, and Human had thoroughly scouted the coun- 
try on Crooked Creek, Rolling Prairie, Newton County, and as far 
south as Burrowsville, meeting the enemy often, routing them in 


every engagement, and killing 70 of their number, meeting only 


with a trivial loss. It is very evident neither of the rebel. forces 


. who have been operating on White River will risk an engagement 


with anything like an equal number. They are, however, inclined 
to make sudden dashes, invariably upon inferior numbers; ambush- 
ing, attacking trains, &ce. 

With Major [Captain] Galloway and Captain Human’s commandsI 
moved east to Yellville, where I arrived on the 9th. Discovered on the 
route numerous small parties of the enemy upon the prominent hills 


_ and cliffs that commanded our line of march, perfectly secure, as an 


attempt to dislodge them would have proved fruitless as to impor- 
tant results. I could have brought my artillery into requisition in 
many instances similar to the above, but should I have done so, my 
hopes of meeting the enemy in force would have been entirely frus- 
trated. At Yellville I captured some 8 or 10 prisoners, some of 
them notorious characters. 

At that point [ remained several days, scouting the country in all 
directions with considerable success. Information reached me at 
Yellville, placing Freeman and Love, with 600 or 800 men, across 
White River with the design of making a raid into Missouri. With 
the view of ascertaining the correctness of such report, I sent Major 
[Captain] Galloway and command to Dubuque, on White River : also 
a scout of the Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, under Lieutenant 
Finley, to Talbot’s Ferry, where it was supposed the enemy had crossed 


4 


i. 


- Colonel Phelps, Major [Captain] Galloway, and Captain Human on’ | 


a 


iN 


_ pleasure, and thus evade a battle with me, I relinquished all hop 
of meeting him, and concluded to abandon further operations for — 
_ the present. I would suggest the propriety of establishing posts (at _ 
_ least temporarily) at Rolling Prairie and Yellville. Thosearefavor- 
_ able localities, forage, meats, breadstuffs, and good water being — 
- abundant. ‘ os aes 
I was surprised to find such a thoroughly Union sentiment pre- — 
— vailing,in Carroll, Marion, and Searcy Counties, Ark. <A feeling of 
security, inspired by the presence of Union troops in the country, 
caused many to come in and acknowledge their faith inand devotion —_—- 
to the old flag. Hundreds of the citizens of Northern Arkansas are | 
loyal at heart, and are only awaiting an opportunity when they can © 
throw off the yoke of rebel tyranny to which they have so long been 
subjected, and assume again the rights, powers, and privileges of 
good loyal citizens of the United States Government. To encourage 
them in their desires and laudable purposes, I would respectfully = 
recommend that troops be stationed at the points suggested until = 
they can organize themselves into home-guard companies, arms and 
ammunition furnished them (both of which they are destitute of), 
when I think there is no doubt they will prove sufficiently vigilant | 
and powerful to protect themselves and families from the outrages, 
of guerrillas, outlaws, and jayhawkers. 
To the officers and men of the First and Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
_ Sixth, Highth, and Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, and Lieutenant , 
_ Stierlin, First Missouri Battery [Battery L, First Missouri Artillery], 
Iam under many obligations, and to whose endurance, bravery, and 
faithful execution of duty as officers and soldiers it is with pleasure 
I bear testimony. ad 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, : 
Cc. B. HOLLAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


nat 


CREF PS RETA 


Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, : 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 


; No. 3. 
Report of Capt. Charles Galloway, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK., February 21, 1864. 


CoLonEL: On the 10th of January I left Fayetteville, in command 
of 150 men of the First Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, for the pur- 


ie eee oe Seagehe Bere 
-. pose of scouting and foraging, 
On the 19th, I was re-enforced by Captai the 
regiment, with 35 men, and rations to the last of the month, and 
~ ordered to Lebanon, Searcy County, there to join a detachment of 3 
the Second Arkansas Cavalry and Highth Cavalry Missouri State — 
Militia, on the 23d January. I marched by Berryville and Carroll- — 
ton, joined the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia on Marshall r 
. Prairie, in Searcy County, on Friday, 22d January, and was shortly — 
- joined by a detachment of the Second Arkansas Cavalry. The com-_ 
bined force was as follows: First Arkansas Cavalry, 182 men, Capt. — 
Charles Galloway commanding; Eighth Cavalry Missouri State 
Militia, 150 men, Capt. W.C. Human commanding; Second Arkansas ~ 
Cavalry, 195 men, Lieut. John E. Phelps, U. S. Army, commanding, : 
and one mountain howitzer, belonging to the First Arkansas Cavalry. 
I was ascertained to be the ranking officer, and assumed command of — 
- the whole force, which then moved toward Burrowsville. Skirmish- 
ing soon began, and was continued for several miles. On Clear Creek | 
I found the rebels in line, four deep, awaiting our entrance into a — 
narrow pass. They were soon routed and driven in confusion, with — 
“the loss of several wounded. The command then proceeded on to 
the crossing of Tomahawk, where they were posted on a high bluff _ 
that overlooked the road where it passed down a narrow ravine. 
Their position could not be reached by cavalry. They attacked our 
advance as it entered the ravine, and commenced a heavy fire upon 
the column. Limmediately moved the Eighth Missouri State Militia 
upon the opposite side of the ravine on a steep hill-side and opened 
fire upon the rebels, at the same time sending the First Arkansas 
Cavalry, dismounted, in their rear and on their right flank. After 
considerable firing they mounted their horses and retreated rapidly, 
with a loss of 3 killed and a number wounded. Our loss, 2 men 
slightly wounded and several horses killed. The command moved 
on, and shortly afterward went into camp. 

The next day, 23d, moved to Burrowsville, county seat of Searcy 
County, skirmishing some and being fired upon from the brush. I 
took possession of Burrowsville without opposition. 

On the 25th, Captain Human, with the Kighth Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia, proceeded to Clinton, Van Buren County, killing and 
capturing a number of prominent rebels. On the 26th January I 
was joined by Company K, Eighth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, 
and learned that dispatches from General Sanborn, borne by 25 men 

eee Kleventh Missouri Cavalry, had been captured and 11 men — 
ciiled, 

On the 27th, the First Arkansas Cavalry moved to Bear Creek and 
scouted there until the 30th January. On the 28th, the Eighth Cav- 
alry returned from Clinton, and shortly afterward 100 of the Sixth 
Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, came in from Batesville. They 
reported having had a fight with Col. Tom. Freeman’s command, in 
which they were joined by a portion of the First Nebraska Infantry. 
Freeman was routed with a loss of 30 killed, over 50 captured, 100 
stand of arms, and his train, containing supplies, his trunk, commis- 
sion, and private papers. 

_ On the 27th, six companies of the Third Arkansas Cavalry came 
in from Dover, and reported having found Colonel Witt with 400 men 
running from our command, and that he was pursued by them across. - 
the Arkansas River below Clarksville. On the 29th ultimo Captain 
Human, with Eighth Cavalry, Missouri. State Militia, was ordered 


proceeding in an easterly direction. 
5 ain Botchfuhr, of the same — 


ceeded to Yellville, ordering the First Arkansas Cavalry and Highth 


Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, on a scout round by Tomahawk. — 
On the morning of the 10th, I was ordered to Dubuque, on White 


_ River, and remained in that vicinity scouting the country until the — 


14th instant, killing 10 of the rebels in various skirmishes. On the — 
(15th, I returned to Yellville, General Holland having in the mean — 


_ time returned to Springfield with his command. Captain Human | 
. was left in command of post by order of General Holland. The — 


same day Major Fitch arrived with orders relieving me and ordering | 
me to report to Fayetteville. 4 


p - The result of the scout is over 100 killed of the rebels, with a loss a: 
on our side of 2 killed and 3 wounded. Sees 


~ Captain Human and the detachment of the Eighth Cavalry, Mis- - 
souri State Militia, under his command deserve great credit, as 
also Lieutenant Phelps, U. 8. Army, and the detachment of the 


Second Arkansas Cavalry under his command, for their soldierly 
~ conduct and bravery in the field. . 


sip CHARLES GALLOWAY, 
Captain Company EH, First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding. 


_ Lieut. Col. A. W. BisHop, Commanding at Fayetteville. 


ONG As 


Report of Lieut. John LH. Phelps, Third U.S. Cavalry, commanding 
Second Arkansas Cavalry (Umon). 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Cassville, Mo., February 16, 1864. 

_ GENERAL: I report that, in obedience with Special Orders, No, 13, 
from your headquarters, telegraphed January 15, 1864, and also your 
instruction of the 16th, I moved on the 17th from Cassville with Com- 
panies D and E of my regiment, and arrived at Berryville, Ark., 
next day, joining Companies A, B, and C, The absence of alarge 
portion of the men there made it necessary for me to remain to the 
20th, when I moved down with my force as it was toward Carroll- 
ton, I left at Berryville all convalescents, and such horses as could 
not stand a long march, with orders for the officers and men who , 
had not reported yet to follow immediately on my trail as soon 
as they arrived, and Lieutenant Irwin to remain, in command 
of the station. I had previously dispatched to Captain Cameron to 
hasten two companies to Berryville, anticipating that the enemy 
might attempt amoyvement upon the place. I halted 5 miles north 

~of Carrollton, and was passed in the evening by Captain Galloway’s 
command, some 180 strong. Mine was then 166, The next day (21st) 


22d, 1 joined Captain Human, and Captain Galloway shortly after 4 
ead 


ville, the Missouri troops leading the advance. About midday a . 


party of some 50 or 60 guerrillas was met and dispersed after a short 
musketry and the firing of the First Arkansas Cavalry’s mountain — 


piece. Pursuit followed over a mountainous and rugged country 
to a place called Tomahawk, well calculated for a stand. The road 
sinks precipitously from a high hill into a cavity, where a column 
exposes its front and flanks to any force in front, and runs between — 
high cliffs in a pass too narrow to admit of asuccessful passage,and 
where the retreat or advance of a troop once engaged in the gap | 
would be almost impossible against a force that meant to hold the 
position. A party, ascertained since to amount to some 170 men, . 
held the position and attempted to defend it. They were compelled 
to yield, with a loss of 2 dead and 4 wounded. No Federals injured. 
My regiment being placed in front immediately after the engage- 
ment I retained my position the next day. From all information 
gathered through the country it was understood that the rebels 
would make a desperate stand at a place on Bear Creek called Rock 
Fence, an obstruction of that description running across the narrow 
valley. Dispositions were made for any emergency. The position, 
owever, was not defended, and the united forces passed on to Leb- 
anon, 4 bushwhackers only showing their heads from the summit of 
the high cliffs and beyond the reach of our arms. From Lebanon 
we made Burrowsville the same day, four shots only being exchanged 
by the rear of the column and the bushwhackers, 23d January. At 
Burrowsville no reliable information could be collected, either 
about the number of the rebels or their whereabouts ; whether they 
had, or were, concentrated or divided or who were their command- 
ers. News, however, was received of an encounter between bush- 
whackers and a party of Federals, 25 in number, carrying dispatches. 
to our forces, and in which this troop was badly cut up. The report 
proved only too true. The unfortunates belonged to the Eleventh 
Missouri Volunteers. Detachments were sent in all directions to 
scour the country. They did it for miles, and nothing was found. 
Captain Human, on the 25th, at dusk, moved with 150 or 160 men 
of his original command toward Clinton, 20 miles south-southeast. 
Captain Galloway and 50 men returned to Lebanon on the 26th, 
The same day Company K, EKighth Missouri State Militia, arrived _ 
without any serious difficulty. Information also was brought of the 
rebels having collected in our rear and moved upon Berryville. No 
enemy near us. 

Witt (rebel) has crossed the river Arkansas with 300 men; so 
Major Van Houten, Third Arkansas Cavalry, reports. He has with 
him 600 men ; has seen Witt across the river ; has been in Clinton, and 
scoured the country south of the Boston Mountains. Passing through 
Burrowsville the Third Arkansas made Wiley’s Cove, while the 


enger, 


ate Militia 


rebels in that country—officers of guerrilla bands. 


74 men; thence by Point Peter to Cave Creek, through a country 
excessively rasperous. Here, about the ruins of the saltpeter-works 
of the Southern Confederacy, I remained in camp one day. I moved 
then across the Judea Mountains, Big Creek, and Buffalo River, 
beyond Jasper, on Hudson’s Fork, 6 miles, and from there to Ewing’s 
farm, in the neighborhood of Bellefonte. The First Arkansas had 


_ tration. 

; On the 4th of February, from my camp at Ewing’s, I started with 
Company C, of my command, re-enforced by few men of other com- 
panies, to meet Galloway’s command, or ascertain his whereabouts, 
and return the next day at the camp of my command on Crooked 
Creek, where I had ordered it. Ireturned only on the 7th. In the 
mean time we had engagements on the prairie (Rolling) with the 
guerrillas. They are generally from this State and fight desperately. 
_ At various places my command alone killed 15 or 20 and wounded 


several more. In one of those engagements James A. Melton, who 


accompanied me, was slightly wounded in the left arm. 
On my return, hearing of General Holland being encamped a few 
“miles below, I repaired to his headquarters. My regiment was 
divided. Upon my representations, General Holland ordered it to 
unite at Barber’s, north of Rolling Prairie, and protect the emi- 
grants’ traineagainst all attempts of guerrillas and escort it through 
to Missouri. This has been done. The train (upward of 100 
wagons), fired upon on Osage Creek, arrived safe at Berryville on 
the 13th instant, and from there was properly escorted to Galena by 
a company of my regiment. Serviceable property captured by my 
regiment in this expedition has all been branded, and memorandum 
taken of it. To facilitate accounts other property will be turned 
over or accounted for at Springfield. 

The importance of the expedition cannot as yet be well defined ; 
the results alone will show it. There is but little doubt that with 
all the forces enumerated in my report, had time been. given to the 
enemy to concentrate, they would have been ready for any roving 


rain captured and destroyed, and his force scattered and thrown 
ss White River, leaving Love (colonel) and about 200 of those — 
ditti in the hills. This report is confirmed by Captain Human, _ 
had been equally fortunate in his reconnaissance, and succeeded 
turing several prisoners, among them some of the most bitter 


_ Upon representations made by me to Colonel Baumer in a dis-. 
patch, the Eighth Missouri State Militia remained at Berryville, 
where one company of the Sixth Missouri State Militia reported on | 
the 29th. The whole force moved immediately, the Missouri troops’ 
direct to Lebanon ; the Arkansas troops, by a detour to southwest, © 
were to form junction again with them at the same place the next 
day. Dividing forces again to meet at some point on Marshall or 
Rolling Prairies, the First and Second Arkansas moved on to Rich- 
land Creek, where Love (captain) had been the night before with © 


passed by another road from Richland toward the point of concen- 


f 
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expedition on our 3 
inclined to believe upon this State. Our fc 1rowD 
ward at the right moment, and the plans of the enemy foiled. — 
Tam, very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 


_ Brigadier-General SANBORN, PAD | 
hs ee Commanding District of Southwest Missourc. 
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oF No. 5. 

Report of Capt. William O. Human, Eighth Missouri State Militia 

ae . Cavalry. 

Hpgrs. First Batr., EigutH Mo. StaTE MILITIA, © 
Yellville, Ark., February 12, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report: In 
obedience to your orders I marched from Ozark, Mo., on the 18th of 


January, with all the available men of the First Battalion, Eighth 


Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. I marched 20 miles to Swan Creek 
~ and camped. On the 19th, marched 10 miles south of White River. 
On the 20th, marched to Baker’s Prairie. On the 2ist, marched 


through Baker’s and Hussa Prairies to Marshall Prairie. Had sev- 


eral skirmishes ; killed 4 and wounded 2 bushwhackers. The pick- 
_ ets were firing during the night. Marched on the 22d up Clear 
Creek; found about 180 rebels. I formed two of my companies 


and drove the rebels across the mountains to the south side, where | 
they secreted themselves behind the brush and rock until the column — 


came down through the ravine. They poured a heavy fire from the 
top of the mountain down on the main column. I managed to 
throw skirmishers on the opposite mountain, and drove them in 
every direction; killed 4 and wounded 2. Here I lost 2 horses 
wounded and left; also 2 men were very slightly scratched. 
Camped in the bottom near the mountain. Marched on the 23d to 
Lebanon ; fed, and marched on to Burrowsville. We were fired on 
from the tops of several hills, but no damage was done. After hav- 
ing rested for two days, I learned that there was a force in Clinton. 
I started about dark, marched 30 miles, and arrived at Clinton at 
4 o'clock on the morning of the 27th, but there was no force in that 
country. Moved to Red River, up Red River to Denton, and back 
to Burrowsville. On the 3lst, marched to Bear Creek, scouted the 
country ; scattered the rebels into small squads. I then moved to 
Ring’s Mills, near Marshall Prairie; scouted the country for several 
days ; killed 21 bushwhackers. Here I lost 1 man and 1 scout killed 
in a skirmish with a lot of bushwhackers. I then moved to Rolling 
Prairie ; scouted the country; killed 2 bushwhackers. I was then 
ordered by General Holland to this place. I have captured 32 head 
of horses. I find plenty of forage, bacon, wheat, and corn meal. 
The ee are barefooted, and some of the men need clothing very 
much. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

W. C. HUMAN, 
Capt., Comdg. First Batt., Highth Cav., Mo. State Militia, 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. Sanporn, 
Commanding District of Southwest Missowri, 


: JOHN E, PHELPS, 
-Lieut., 3d U. S. Cav., Rectg., Comdg. 24 Arkansas Cav. 
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Our forces were thrown for-_ — 
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3. DetacuMENntT ELEVENTH Cav., Missourr Vous., 
* Springfield, Mo., January 30, 1864, 


me | 


olunteers, were detailed and ordered without delay to carry dis- / 


ighth Missouri State Militia, inthe field in North Arkansas, with — 


marching on the route on Rolling Prairie, in Marion County, Ark., 
was suddenly attacked and charged upon by about 60 rebels or 
_bushwhackers, when a fight ensued, which resulted in the defeat of 
Sergeant Jones and his command. At the time of the fight several 
detachments of rebels or bushwhackers, under the command of Cap- 
tains Green, Holt, and Patten, were in the immediate vicinity, num- 
bering about 300 men. Seven men, including Sergeant Jones, were 
killed on the ground, and 5 others were taken prisoners, who, it is 
supposed, were afterward shot in cold blood. The balance of the 
“detachment escaped, and have safely arrived in camp.* 
i The major commanding begs leave to say that Sergeant Jones was 
_a brave officer, and that from reliable information the whole of said 
detachment was engaged, and did their duty faithfully and nobly 
-and fought bravely. Several of the rebels were killed in the charge. 
Owing to the overwhelming numbers of the enemy the sergeant and 
his command tried to escape and avoid a conflict, but were unable. 
-todoso. The dispatches fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. W. BROWN, ; 
Major, Comdg. Detachment Eleventh Cavalry, Mo. Vols. 


Brigadier-General SANBORN. 


\ 


i No. 7. 


Abstract from Record of Events on returns of the District of South- 
west Missouri, for January and February, 1864. .¢ 


January 16.—Capt. Samuel KE. Turner and 92 men, Sixth Cavalry 
Missouri State Militia, left Springfield with dispatches for the com- 
manding officer at Batesville, Ark., and on return was joined by a 
detachment of the First Nebraska Cavalry. Came in contact with 
the enemy in Izard County, Ark. ; routed him completely, killing 22, 
capturing 57 prisoners, about 100 horses, 3 wagons, 100 stand of 
arms, &c. Report since forwarded to department headquarters, 
Capt. W. C. Human, in command of First Battalion, Kighth Cavalry, 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 12 killed and 2 wounded. 


ERAL: The major commanding detachment Eleventh Cavalry, — 
souri Volunteers, has the honor to report that, in. obedience of ~ 
ers issued by the general commanding District Southwest Mis- | 
ri, bearing date 21st of January, 1864, Orderly Sergt. Isaac T. - 
es, Company B, and 24 men of the Eleventh Cavalry, Missouri — 


shes to W. C. Human, captain commanding First Battalion, ee 
rections to proceed by Ozark, Mo.; then procure a guide, and pro- ; ; 
eed in a southeasterly direction to the command of Captain Human. 
The detachment on the 23d day of January, 1864, about 12m., while 


ty 
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- Missouri State Militia, in the field in Northern Arkansas 


ae frequent skirmishes. 


— Capt. G. W. Murphy, with detachments Sixth Cavalry, Missouri ' 


State Militia, and Battery L, First Missouri Light Artillery, with two 
pieces of artillery, 200 men in all, marched from Springfield to 
Cassville, Mo., on December 30, ultimo; ordered from thence to Ber- 
_. ryville, Ark., to operate against the enemy then in that section yet 
in the field. Companies G and H, Sixth Cavalry, Missouri State 
_ Militia, changed station from Carthage, Mo., to Springfield since 
- Jast return. The district has been very quiet during the month, 
especially that portion in Missouri. Northern Arkansas has been 
— disturbed by commands under Colonels Love, Freeman, and Hughes, 
crossing White River at points remote from posts occupied by Fed- 
eral troops. A force of over 1,000 has made its way as far north as 


'. Searcy County, Ark.,.but has been routed and broken up, then falling — 
back in small squads. Many have been killed and numbers desert- 


ing, coming within our lines and giving themselves up, declaring 
themselves heartily tired of the rebellion. . 
February 12.—Maj. L. W. Brown, commanding battalion Eleventh 
ener Cavalry, marched from Springfield for Salem, Ark., via 
olla, Mo. 


February 14.—Lieut. Col. John E. Phelps, commanding Second Ar-. 


_ kansas'Cavalry, returned to Cassville, Mo., from Northern Arkansas. 
- Mounted force of the Second Arkansas Cavalry in the field in North- 
ern Arkansas. 

February 16.—Brig. Gen. C. B. Holland, Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
returned to Springfield from Northern Arkansas with detachments 
of the Sixth Cavairy, Missouri State Militia, and Battery L, First 
Missouri Light Artillery. Capt. W. C. Human, commanding First 
Battalion, Highth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, in the field in 
Northern Arkansas since last return; seven companies of the Sixth 

_ and Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia in Northern Ar- 
kansas. Detachment of Battery L, First Missouri Light Artillery, 


v 


ordered to Rolla, Mo., from department headquarters. 


JANUARY 17-19, 1864.—Scouts from Brownsville, Ark. 


Report of Inewt. Harrison A. Gleim, Second Missouri Light Artil- 
lery, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, CAVALRY Division, 
. Brownsville, Ark., January 19, 1864. 
Sir: The party sent to Searcy has just returned. Colonel Black, 
with his command, will leave for Little Rock this morning. An 
expedition of the Third Missouri Cavalry, under Lieutenant Hyatt, 
mortally wounded and captured the guerrilla Capt. Jim Poe and 
killed his lieutenant, named Garrison ; scattered the band of 18 men. 
McRae is still in that region, but goes about alone. Witt is west 
of Searcy, and is said to have 200 or 300 men, partly armed. 
HARRISON A. GLEIM, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Lieut. A. 8. Monrcomery, 
Adg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Division. 


the greater 
portion of month, yet in the field operating against the enemy, hav-— 


é _and started at midnight, January 18, in the direction of Monticello; 


_ away the enemy’s pickets; then stopped and fed. About daylight I 
_ moved forward, finding every few miles camp-fires, where small par- 
ties of the enemy had camped the night before. About 5milesfrom — 
the bayou the advance commenced skirmishing with the enemy’s — 


2 eee and some 3 miles farther on I found the enemy in line of ~ 


ra: Pats oe APO eT yes Rae tan Fee eRe 2 carers eae Aa 
_ Report of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 
ABS _* HEADQUARTERS Post oF PINE BLUFF, 
cae ae a Pine Bluff, Ark., January 24, 1864. 
ENERAL: T took the cavalry at this post—the Fifth Kansas Cav: 
y, the First Indiana Cavalry, the Seventh Missouri Cavalry 
mbering in all about 600 men and four pieces of light artillery— 


Os 42h 


loved down to Bayou Bartholomew, 12 miles from here, and drove ~ 


attle in thick timber, with their center resting on the road. I de-— 


ployed the First Indiana and the Fifth Kansas Cavalry on the right | 

and left of the road, and kept the artillery in the road, and formed 
the Seventh Missouri Cavalry in rear of the others asareserve. I 
' fought at this place about one-half an hour, and drove the enemy 


_ from his position and pursued him 7 miles, all of which distance he 


ae ee ee 


‘ 


contested very tenaciously. The enemy fell back all of the way in _ : 
line of battle, and I followed him in a similar manner, The firing 9 _ 


for the whole 7 miles was incessant; but as it was timbered country 


all of the way, and both sides took advantage of the timber, there 
was, for the amount of firing, comparatively little damage done to 


either side. My loss was 2 killed and a number slightly wounded. 
The different regiments report that they saw of the enemy 16 killed 
and 9 dangerously wounded. I do not know that this report is cor- 


rect; but the ground fought over was so extensive that I had no other 


oa 


way of ascertaining. 

The enemy’s main camp was at Branchville, from which I com- 
pletely routed him and drove him about 2 miles beyond, at which 
place he withdrew and ceased firing. My command was now nearly 
out of ammunition, having already fired over 40 rounds, and knowing 
that the enemy could with little difficulty cross from the Saline to 
the rear of me, I therefore concluded that I would not continue the 
pursuit farther, but return. I fed, then moved back to Bayou Bar- 
tholomew and camped for a short time ; but knowing that there was 
a force on the Saline I thought it was not best to leave so small a 
garrison at the post very long, soI marched to Pine Bluff that night, _ 
arriving there about midnight. Mr. Duces,a Union man whom the 
rebels had prisoner at the time of the engagement, reports that we 
killed Colonel Lawther. The citizens from that vicinity report the » 
cnanee 1 tfull bedient t 

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ab ae “BOWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding, 
[Major-General STEELE. | 
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=f Report of Capt. Benjamin T. 


{ 


- $1r: In compliance with instructions from the colonel command- 
, ing, have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Seventh Cavalry, Missouri Volunteers, in the engage- 
ment of January 19, 1864: ek ee 
At the opening of the engagement the regiment was deployed to — 
the right and left of the road and held in reserve in support of the — 
artillery, in which position it remained for some two hours, the en- 
tire line moving forward. The regiment was then ordered to the 
front, dismounted, to relieve the skirmishers of the First Indiana 
and Fifth Kansas Cavalry Regiments. The regiment moved forward 
at double-quick, repulsing the enemy wherever found. Our loss in 
action: Private William Munks, Company B, killed; Private Henry ~ 
Helwig, Company H, slightly wounded. One horse killed. From 
the reports of the officers of my command, there were 5 of the enemy 
killed, and from the signs of blood on the ground where the engage- — 
-ment occurred the number of wounded must have been large. We | 
fe captured from the enemy 1 mule and 1 musket. 
en _I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient — 


servant, 
- BENJ. T. HUMPHREY, 
Capt., Seventh Cav., Missouri Vols., Comdg. Regiment. 
Lieut. M. W. BENJAMIN, 
Post Adjutant, Pine Bluff, Ark, 
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JANUARY 21-25, 1864.—Reconnaissance on Matagorda Peninsula, Tex. 


REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Napoleon J. T, Dana, U. 8. Army, commanding U. 8. forces in 
Texas. 
No, 2.—Brig. Gen. Thomas E, G. Ransom, U. 8. Army, commanding expedition. 
No. et. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana, U. S. Army, convmand- 
ing U.S. forces in Texas. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forcss, 
Matagorda Peninsula, January 28, 1864. 
SiR: The reconnaissance made by my order, under direction of | 
Brigadier-General Ransom, who marched from here on the 21st in- 
stant, was entirely successful. He returned three days ago without 
loss or accident, except the sad death of Capt. Charles R. March and 
the wounding of Private Heald, of the Thirteenth Maine, both by an 
accidental shot fired by one of the sailors from a gun-boat. The 
enemy were closely reconnoitered at Caney Creek, 60 miles from 
here, and discovered in some force ; his pickets were driven in, and 
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the surf in Matagorda Bay, and that the surf is impassable, the 
channel having been filled up. The two first-named steamers are 
- cotton-clads, the other two ply with stores and supplies between’ 
_. Caney and Matagorda. The two schooners are armed, one with a_ 
_‘ 12-pounder, the other with a 6-pounder. The armament of the Carr 
' has lately been changed, and she now has a 30-pounder Parrott, taken 
from the gun-boat Westfield. . ; Ys tare eee 
__. Our reconnaissance up the peninsula was considered so threatening © 
that this was taken from her and mounted in one of the works at 
_Caney, together with another of the same kind, butit has since been = 
‘returned to her. The Cora has a 24-pounder howitzer. Oh, for 
some cavalry! If I only had even two good regiments of cavalry, I _ 
} could do good service. Believe me, chances are being thrown away, 
_ which are seriously to be regretted. Do send me cavalry, asmuch ~~ 
g as you can, but if no more can be had, send me two good regiments, 
Z 


and I can usethem profitably ; well, gloriously. ITIhopeIshall know _ 
~ soon what regiments, if any, are to be withdrawn fromhere. Idare 
not stir now, under the information of your last letter. Don’t post- 
__ pone sending my engineer officer and ordnance officer, also the quar- 
; master. 
, With much respect, Se ee” 
N. J. T. DANA, se 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. W. B. ScaATEs, ty 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Thirteenth Army Corps. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas HE. G. Ransom, U. 8S. Army, 6om- 
manding expedition. 


= Hpegrs. FourtTH Division, THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Decrow’s Point, Tex., Janwary 25, 1864. 

CAPTAIN : In obedience to the orders of the general commanding, 
-T marched at noon on the 21st instant, to make a reconnaissance up 
Matagorda Peninsula, my command consisting of the First Brigade, 
Col. W. J. Landram commanding ; one gun of White’s battery, and 
40 men of Foust’s and White’s batteries as mounted infantry, Lieu- 
tenant Throop commanding. On the night of the 21st instant, en- 
camped at Harklin’s place, having marched 14 miles; marched 25 
miles on the 22d, and on going into camp sent forward mounted men 
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to communicate with Lieutenant-Colonel Hesseltine, Thirt 
laine Infantry, who, with his regiment and boat howitzer fro: 


Se U.S. steamer Sciota, had landed at noon on the peninsulay about 45° 1 3 
miles from Decrow’s Point. The entire command continued the _ 


~ march on the 23d. Met rebel pickets at Idlebach’s place, 10 miles 


from Camp No. 2. Pushed forward rapidly, leaving the transporta- Ss 


tion at Idlebach’s under guard. Arrived at Hill’s and Forrester’s 


S places and found more rebel pickets. Captured 3 horses, the riders — 


escaping on the bay. I halted the infantry and sent forward the 


mounted men, in charge of Captain Dana, who went up beyond the ~ 


head of the peninsula without meeting any opposition. Finding 
that I could gain no more information by land without attacking 


Sciota, and moved up the coast close in shore, and from the mast- 
head of the ship I obtained a fine view of the enemy’s position and 
strength. His works are not formidable and seem to consist of two 
or three detached field-works, the one on the coast being the most 
extensive. They are situated about 4 miles from and front toward 


and excepting a strip three-fourths of a mile wide on the coast is 
reported marshy. No guns mounted on the works. The rebel 
troops were plainly distinguished in the opening bordering on the 
Caney River, and appeared to be in line preparing for an attack. I 
estimated the cavalry in sight at 3,000 and infantry at 1,000, and 
- saw one piece of field artillery. Discovering a body of rebel cav- 
alry moving down toward our forces, | immediately returned to my 
command, and having accomplished the object of the reconnais- 
sance, I withdrew to Idlebach’s place and encamped for the night. 


On the folowing day the command moved back to Duffev’s place, — 


26 miles, and on the 24th, returned to this post, marching 27 miles. 
The settlers on the peninsula are generally at home and seem well 
disposed toward Federal troops. They are poor and scantily supplied 


- with subsistence. Most of the stock that was formerly so abundant 
on the island has been driven off by rebel troops. We experienced — 


difficulty in procuring water, and for 15 miles, between Freeman’s 
ns place, there is no habitation and no water to be had 
by digging. 

Tregret to be obliged to report the death of Capt. Charles R. March, 
of the Thirteenth Maine Infantry, who died on the 23d instant of a 
wound in the head, received from a shot fired by a sailor of the steamer 


Sciota, who had landed with Colonel Hesseltine’s regiment to get a_ 


beef. Private Samuel Heald, Company C, of the Thirteenth Maine 
Infantry, was wounded in the neck by the same shot. Captain 
March was buried at Forrester’s place, 7 miles from the head of the 
peninsula. The conduct of the troops was good. Lieut. George 
Throop, of Mercantile Battery, and the officers and men under his 
command, and Captain Dana, of the staff of the general command- 
ing, deserve and receive my thanks for the efficient manner in which 
they discharged the arduous duties assigned them. 

T have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

=i oe ae by bca: 
rigadier-General Vi 
Capt. HueH G. Brown, z i Coe 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., U. S, Forces, Texas. 


the head of the peninsula. The ground in front is a level plain, — 


the rebel works on the Caney River, I went on board the steamer 


a 


ay 
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Kansas Cavalry, also wounded. 


e 


4 a JANUARY 23, 1864.—Affair at Cowskin Bottom, Newton County, Mo. 2 
Report of Capt. Milton Burch, eed Missourt State Militia Cav-— 
: ; Ss -alry. ; are 


= : Nerosuo, Mo., February 1, 1864. + 
_ Ligutenant: I have the honor to inform you of a scout I made _ 
- in the Seneca Nation on the 23d of January. I learned by one of my 
— scouts that there was a squad of rebels in the Seneca Nation, and on 
- the 22d of January I started with 30 men of my command and | 
~ marched 18 miles through the woods to avoid the rebels getting any _ 
- information of my approach; halted until 2 a. m., 23d; then moved © 
to where I supposed I would find the enemy, and about an hour after 
_ sunrise I came upon 10 of them at a house. I had 6 men in the ad- © 
- vance, which I had charge of. I made a charge on them, killing =~ 
 2of them and wounding several; the balance dispersed in the =~ 
_ thick brush in Cowskin Bottom. One of the men we killed was a “$e 
- deserter from the Sixth Kansas Regiment, and was a lieutenant in 
_ Stand Watie’s command. The other man was also one of Stand 
Watie’s men, a half-breed. The deserter’s name was Harden 
Talifaro. 
I think there are some 50 bushwhackers in the Seneca Nation, 
or in that vicinity. They do not stay all together, but are in small 
bands. I am going to make another scout in the nation before 
~ long, but I cannot take many men with me, for it would not be safe 
- todoso. Iam confident I can whip 50 of them with 25 of my men. 

It is a great place for guerrillas to hide in the Cowskin Bottom. 

Since my command has been reduced to one company | will have 

to be on the alert. I will have scouts out all the time southwest, 

which will enable me to learn of any approach of the enemy in force. 

In relation to forage, we are getting full rations of corn and about + 

one-third rations of hay. I think I can obtain forage enough to 

subsist my company until we can work on the grass. I wish you to 

call the attention of the commanding general to the large number 

of citizens that are absent from the border counties, and from what 

I can learn would come back if they had any encouragement to come. 

It would be a great advantage to the State for the loyal families to 

come back and repair their farms and raise all the grain they can, 


i; 


‘in Kansas, biseae Wort Scott, who would con if 
ding general would give them some encouragement. 
to their ith an a ‘ ne Rare 4 
a! am, with much respect, your most obedien vert 
Ween MILTON BURCH, Ae 


Bice: —Capt., Comdg. Detach. Rees Cavalry, Mo. State Mi ‘tia. 3 
eae Giant, W. D. Hupparp, hs ee — 
% ie Act, Asst. ue Gen., Dist. Sous ten Mo. . S so 


sy 
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_ JANUARY 23-27, 1864,—Scout from Patterson, Mo., to Cherokee Bay, Pe: . iy a 


2 _ Report of Capt. William T. Leeper, Third Missouri State Militia y 
a Cavalry. . \ 


Mee tes: ee PatTERSON, January 27,1864. = 
Sir: Captain Johns has returned all safe. He has marched near 
" 800 miles; been all over the Cherokee Bay. The captain and the 
swamp scouts found no force only Reves and 20 men. He killed 4 
of Reves’ men, and _ chased Reves for miles, and run him into the 
‘river. Captain Johns learned that a fight had taken ee at Bates- . 
ville, rebels commanded by Colonel Shaver, and that they were 
badly whipped and Colonel Shaver was killed, and that Jacksonport . | 
was evacuated by our forces, and that General McRae had taken 
_ possession of it, This was a ‘bold dagh for 24 men. mh 

; oe W. T. LEEPER, ba 

i: Sa Commanding Post. 

Colonel Woopson, 

Commanding Post at Pitot Knob, Mo. 


JANUARY 26, 1864. {Affair in the San Andres Mountains, N. Mex, 


Abstract from Record of Events on return of the Department of New 
Mexico for January, 1864. 


January 26.—Lieut. Thomas A. Young, Fifth California ME ee 
Infantry, with a detachment of 12 men, left Fort Craig, N. Mex., 
pursuit of a party of Indians who had run off some stock Saas 
to the post. He overtook the Indians in the San Andres Mountains, 
and was attacked by them during the night. In the morning the 
lieutenant was compelled to retreat, owing to the great number of 
Indians against him. The following is the result of the scout ; 
Four men of the command wounded ; Indian loss, 7 killed and 
several wounded. 


JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 3, 1864,.—Expedition from Batesville to near 
Searcy Landing, Ark. 


Report of Capt. Albert B. Kauffman, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


BATESVILLE, ARK., February 5, 1864. 


Str: In accordance with instructions from headquarters District 
of Northeastern Arkansas, I left Batesville with a detachment of 


ee | ‘ 


~ for the point indicated in your instructions, on Glaize Creek, the 
_ supposed camp of McRae, with the intention of attacking hiscamp 
at daybreak, but owing to the swollen condition of the streams and 


at the Glaize about two hours, until Captain Castle arrived with 
detachment of the Eleventh Missouri and Third Arkansas, und 
_ Captain Dunscomb, who had left Batesville at the same time I did, ._ 
t marched by the way of Jacksonport. Captain Castle on his 

way down captured 2 prisoners, one a river pilot, whom he brought — 
with him. Taking command of both detachments, I at once marched 


_ the difficulties encountered in crossing the Dupartee, I did not reach — 


_ his supposed camp until 8 a. m., February 1. I found his camp. an 
_ broken up, and learned he had left some two days previous, march- 


ing in the direction of Denmark. His camp did not indicate more than 


_ 30 or 40 men, and were said to be Little’s company. As Captain Duns- 


comb, with detachment of Third Arkansas, was to proceed to Little 


_ detachment I moved up to Denmark, where I bivouacked for the 
- night. The next morning I moved west to the Little Rock road, 


_ where I learned that a detachment had passed during the night from _ : Si 
Batesville. Taking their trail, I moved down the Rock road ta 


a 


within 5 miles of Searcy Landing, where I met the detachment under ° 


preceded me were of the First Nebraska and had joined Captain. — 
Dunscomb, Third Arkansas, and were sufficient to go through. ; 
~ When about to return with my command I was informed by a 
citizen, who-had returned from up the road in the direction I had 
come, that within a mile he saw several men mounted pass off the 
road. I at once directed Captain Castle to move with a portion of 
his command, making a detour to the left; with the other portion 


of his command to make a corresponding movement to the right, 


while with my own detachment I would move slowly up the road. 
It was not long before Captain Castle, in the timber to the left, came 
upon 5 of these men, whom he immediately pursued, following them 
some 38 miles, killing 1 and capturing 2 others. The rest made their 
escape, their horses being too fresh for our jaded animals. These 
men belonged to Little’s company, the same who had been encamped 

on Glaize Creek. Being satisfied that there is no considerable num- 
ber of rebels within a reasonable distance this side of Red River, I 
determined to return at once to Batesville. 

I moved with my detachment that evening bythe Rock road back 
to Denmark. Captain Castle moved with his detachment around to 
the right in the direction of Glaize Creek, and arrived at Denmark | 
about the same time with my own. I remained with the command 
in Denmark until the following morning (the 3d), and then marched 
directly to Batesville, where I arrived at about 6 p. m. of that day. 

Iam sorry to say that one manof Company L, Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, deserted at Dupartee bridge, taking with him his horse 
and arms; while another of the same company lost his horse and — 
arms by letting him stray off. Two horses were abandoned on the 
road from exhaustion and were not able to be brought back. One 
lieutenant of Little’s company and 11 prisoners were captured, and 


~ Rock, I detailed Captain Castle, with detachment of Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, to proceed with him qs far as Searcy Landing. With my | — 


Captain Castle returning. From him I learned that the troops that 


} 


Captain FILLEBROWN, s, as 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Northeastern Arkansas. 


{Indorsement, ] 


Batesville, February 6, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the colonel commanding, with the accom- 


-. panying map.* The commanding officer of the Eleventh takes this 
= orverenty to call the attention of the colonel commanding to the 
a 


mirable conduct of Captains Kauffman and Castle and the officers 


and men under their command during the march. ; 


Very respectfully, 
JOHN W. STEPHENS, 
Lieut. Col. Hleventh Cavalry, Missouri Volunteers. , 


FEBRUARY 1-3, 1864.—Expedition from Madisonville to Franklinton, 


La., and vicinity. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Cuvier Grover, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forcss, 
Madisonville, La., February 5, 1864. - 
Str: I have the honor to report as follows: I sent out a cavalry 
scout of 120 men, under Captain Grinder, Third Maryland Cavalry, 
on the 1st instant, with instructions to go as far as Franklinton, La., 
and to capture, if possible, any small party which they might find 
there, and return by a more westerly route, and scout through the 


country between the Tchefuncta and the Tangipahoa Rivers, for the> 


purpose of picking up any small parties of the enemy which were 
supposed to be gathering and driving off cattle from that neighbor- 
hood, and also for the purpose of picking up cattle and other ani- 


-mals for our own use. The above-mentioned scouts crossed the 


‘ 


Tchefuncta River at Pend Mills, on the bridge which is not yet de- 
stroyed, and struck the Franklinton road about 10 miles from the 
mills. The reconnaissance reached Franklinton about 4 p. m., but 
found the planking of the bridge taken up for some distance, the 
people having information of the advance about one-half hour before 
the arrival. Captain Grinder, however, repaired the bridge suffi- 
ciently to cross, and occupied the town for about an hour. He 
learned that there had been a small party of cavalry and 5 officers 
there ; also that the county court was in session upon his approach 
to the town, and that theimformation which was received at Frank- 
linton, just previous to the arrival of Captain Grinder, alone pre- 
vented the capture of the party and the judges of the court. Before 
dark Captain Grinder withdrew from the town, and camped about 2 
miles this side of the Bogue Chitto. 


*See p. 105, 


Captain, Eleventh ‘Missouri Cavalry Volunteers. & : 2 


: Hpars. DETACHMENT ‘ELEVENTH MissouRI CAVALRY, = 
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at es Old Place. 


4 ed ve : : 
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\ ee Searcy Landing, 


J ~p oe Houte pursued by Capt. Kauffman. 
\ ~ «Castle. 
\ 


y West \LPoine. . 
SS 


’ Hennen’s. ; 


On the 3d, both scouts returned without being able to find any 
other parties of the enemy, and without further adventure. Captain 
Grinder’s scout brought in as follows: Eight horses, 8 mules, 3 yoke 
oxen, 9 shotguns, and ‘1,000 rounds of buck cartridges, 130 cattle, 
and 76 sheep. Captain Bery’s party brought in 7 horses, 4 mules, 
and 26 cattle. The cattle and sheep are very poor, hardly worth 
driving, and the most of them were turned outside of the lines as - 
useless. They are, nevertheless, the best the country affords. . 
There is no enemy within our reach except small roving parties. 


- The nearest camps I can hear definitely of are at Brandon, Miss., 


near Greensburg, La., and at Whitestown, Miss. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. GROVER, 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[Maj. JoHn LEVERING, | 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs, Defenses of New Orleans, La. 


FEBRUARY 1-24, 1864.—Operations in the Indian Territory. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. William A. Phillips, Third Indian Home Guard, commanding Indian 
Brigade. 

No. 2.—Itinerary of the Indian Brigade. 

No. 3.—Maj. Moses B.C. Wright, Second Indian Home Guard. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Col. William A. Phillips, Third Indian Home Guard, 
commanding Indian Brigade. 
LirrLe RIVERTOWN, NEAR OLD Fort ARBUCKLE, 
Creek Nation, February 16, 1864. 
Sir: After heavy marching, day and night, I have reached this 
point, 105 miles from Fort Gibson, at which point my infantry and 


4 


art 


s of General McNeil with my present force. es eS 
‘sent a force up the Canadian to the Seminole country to sweep 
th to the Arkansas, crossing and marching to Gibson on the 
rth side; Major Foreman with another up Little River to pursue — 
1e same course. I shall send another up North Fork and return — 
with my baggage and forage train direct to Gibson. Iam getting 
out an ox train from the country with wagons to haul to Gibson _ 
what corn there is that my command do not use. Ihope tobe able 
to get oxen enough to make a commissary train for my command : 
aS Soon aS grass grows, : Ets 
We have left behind us copies of the President’s proclamation in 
the Indian languages. I learned that General Maxey was present 
with the Choctaw legislature ten days ago, and urged them to 
remain at home and raise crops. There were delegations present | — 
from the Choctaw Nation, Creek (rebel portion), Cherokee (rebel 
portion), Chickasaw, &c. The Choctaws urged a separate confed- 
 eracy, as the rebel Confederacy was unable to protect them. The 
rebel Creeks were preparing to fly into the Wichita Mountains. _ 
General Maxey has got De Morse’s Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry, _ 
_ Martin’s Fifth Texas Partisan Rangers, Bass’ Twentieth Cavalry, 
- Scanland’s and Gillett’s battalions cavalry, besides two full batteries: 
_ of 6 and 12 pounder brass and three howitzers. The two batteries 
_ have just been received and include two rifled guns. He has of: 


LS 


- Indian troops, Colonel Watie, First and Second Cherokee ; what is “ 
left of the Second Creek Regiment (which amounts to little). There fuer 
~ are two Choctaw regiments, if they do not slough off at this time, SS 
_ which is probable, and Colonel Jumper’s regiment, which consisted 

of the Chickasaw and Seminole battalions, but was broken to pieces 

inthe late battle. In addition to this, General Maxey is conscript- 

ing every man on Red River. As an offset, ] am happy to be able 
_ to say that all the Canadian Valley and its tributaries are clear of 
rebels. I shall sweep out the upper Seminole country as I return. 

I shall leave no subsistence for a rebel army, or forage, so that all 

its supplies must come from Red River in any movement toward 

the Arkansas, the stretch being 180 miles. The rebel Indians 

are entirely disheartened and discouraged. General Maxey urged 

that they remain to raise a crop, promising to place his force 

between the Canadian and Fort Gibson, and that they should be 

protected. His utter failure to do so will throw a damper on the 

efforts he has made to reorganize. 

It has rained a great deal in the past two days. I expect the 
many streams in this country to be filled soon, and, of course, shall 
recross them to my base before the rise. General Maxey has either 
to content himself with defending Northern Texas, in which case 
he will lose his Indian, allies, or recover the prestige which he has 
lost by our recent successes in an attack on us on the Arkansas 


. prefer that would under 
der all cireumstances: <1. in BoP 2s ay PS RE 
— While I could not accomplish all I would have done had I been — 

upported by Colonel Moonlight’s command, and able to enter — 
rorthern Texas, still the result, in view of the condition and temper 
of the rebel Indians, is, I think, highly satisfactory, and will mate- — 
-rially reduce their power to plant a force of these’ rebel Indians on — 
the Arkansas River ihe eotnine anine en bara 
have the honor to remain, very respectfully, ek 
Noe Y WM. A.’ PHILLIPS; = 


Colonel, Commanding. 


~ 


ue Major-General CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of Kansas. EB, ¢ 


— : 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE FRONTIER, 

‘ Fort Smith, February 22, 1864. 
: GENERAL: Colonel Phillips, commanding Indian Brigade, reports 
- tome from Middle Boggy, Choctaw Nation, on the 14th instant, as 


t 


follows: 


Thavethe honor to report a sharp engagement yesterday, in which the enemy 
were completely routed, with the loss of 47 killed ; their wounded not known. The 
-attack was made by my advance under Major Willetts, Fourteenth Kansas. The ~ 
rebel force was Seminoles, Choctaws, and Texans. ; : 


Colonel Phillips’ command belongs to Fort Gibson. 
JNO. M. THAYER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- Major-General STEELE, 
— Commanding Department of Arkansas. 


Hpagrs. First Bria., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, February 24, 1864. 

Sir: I have arrived from the south with my main command and 
a refugee ox train, I do not hesitate to say that the expedition has — 
been more eminently suceessful than any ever undertaken in the In- 
dian country. Sofar as the rebel Creek, Seminole, and Chickasaw 
Nations are concerned the war is over. They have been destroyed 
or driven from their country. Those who are not seeking peace are 
fleeing to Mexico, and the Choctaw Nation is in council. The se- 
verity of the blow has stricken terror to the enemy. My command 
reached a point near Red River Valley, 165 miles south-southwest of 
this place. We marched about 400 miles; ‘killed, as nearly as I can 
get information, in the different. fights and skirmishes, 250 men, and 
have only 4 wounded, all of whom will recover. Three are missing, 
but may turn up. Among the rebel loss there are 2 majors killed 
(Cloud and Factor), 2 captains, and 3 lieutenants. I have brought 20 
prisoners with me, and sent them to Fort Smith to be exchanged. . I 
had plenty of corn for my cavalry horses and stock. I put up acrib 
of corn for the Fourteenth [Kansas] above North Fork, and had a 
party waiting there to conduct them by abundant corn on my trail. I 
lost three days waiting on them. If they started to join me I cannot 


PH 


WWF ic, 
ation, — 


, and notifying them that their day 
-grace would soon be over. I inclose copies. Me 
If the Fourteenth had joined, I would have entered Northern 
exas, and think I could have brought out recruits for a white and — 
colored regiment. General Maxey has two batteries and is much | 
my superior in artillery, of which I have little. He has three Texas — 
regiments, besides what is left of the two rebel Cherokee and three » 
_ rebel Choctaw regiments. The Seminoles, Creeks, and Chickasaws | 
_ declare that they will not fight the Government any more. Ihave ~~ 
- captured and brought out what will make a good ox train, which I ~ 


am organizing to start to Fort Scott. pede 
_ _ In the late expedition I would have entered Fort Washita, which  - 
~ Icould have done without striking a blow, in a few hours’ march. 
_ The enemy evacuated it on my expected approach, as it is 18 miles ~ 
_.from Red River, and there is only one ford, which I could have 
- seized and captured the whole, unless they had been able to whip =~ 
- me. My reasons for not going farther were that Lintended the blow 
partly for the moral effect on the Indian nations, and wished to - _ 
attempt nothing in which I might have been required to give 
- back, and thereby revive their hopes. The Fourteenth Kansas, 
which was to be the backbone of the expedition, was not sent,and 
my men, after their fighting and skirmishing, were getting very | 
-searce of ammunition, a very small supply of which Thad beenable — 

to take. I had desired to enter Texas and bring out a regimentof — — 
mountain Federals, and also of negroes, but as the enemy could — 

have concentrated a force on me, and as I had not the cavalry for 

rapid movement, I had to forego it for the time. Z 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
‘ WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


ee ete Tan CE 


Maj. Gen. 8. R. CURTIS, 
Commanding Department of Kansas. 
\ 


{Inclosure No. 1.] : ¢ 


Heapquarters U. 8. FoRcES IN THE FIELD, 
Camp Kagi, Chickasaw Nation, February 15, 1864. 


Governor COLBERT, 
Of the Chickasaw Nation : 
GovERNOR: When I passed your house I could not find you. ~. 

Were you a fugitive from fear, or did you flee as a man who wants 

to be an enemy ? Had you come to me frankly you would have 
found a friend. The Government has not believed that you really 
desired to fight it, but your conduct leaves the matter in great doubt 

and will expose your people, Why did you send for soldiers to keep 


ie oo. pet ; 
-— the troops of the United S ut of the Chickasaw Nation 2 ! 
Laoee Sab ‘you to admit their presence. — Are we to unders nd: 
that you now want formally to break these treaties? These ques- 
tions must be answered, and answered soon. — Your power as head 
~ man was not given you to gratify your prejudice or pride. You are | 
- responsible to your people, and have no right to expose them to ruin ~ 
- when the Government offers them mercy. | ete ae 
‘The President has issued a proclamation in which he offers pardon ~ 
and peace to those who, even in this moment of its destruction, — 
- abandon this wicked and unnecessary war. You cannot fail to see — 
the end coming. Are you justified in shutting the eyes of your ~ 
“people to it? The offer now made may never come back to you if % 
neglected. The great Government of,the United States will soon — 
crush all the enemies. Let me know if you want to beamong them. ~ 
[send you some letters by a prisoner to head men of some Indian 
nations ; deliver them ; they have a right to know what the United — 
States Government says. Their blood may be upon you if you 


neglect it. I shall hold you accountable for their safe delivery, 
ae I remain, with respect, yours, &c., he 4 
2 WM. A. PHILLIPS, « 4 


Colonel, Commanding U. S. Forces, Indian Territory. — 
een (Inclosure No. 2) 


2a ae HEADQUARTERS U. 8. ForcES IN THE FIELD, 
Camp Kagi, Chickasaw Nation, February 15, 1864. 


To THE CoUNCIL OF THE CHOCTAW NATION: 


I have been told that the head men of the Choctaw Nation are in 

council. Iwrite to the council. I want to say to you who are acting ~ 

_ for the Choctaw Nation and people that the President of the United . 
States has issued a proclamation offering peace and mercy. The 
- rebellion is coming to an end, its paper money is worthless, its means 

destroyed, but little of it left, and that fast going to destruction. I~ 
should not write to you, but I know you have been grossly deceived 
by those rebels, who made this wicked and unnecessary war to over- 
throw a good Government, a Government under which all had their 
rights, and which you know never wronged you. The President 
_ does not wish to destroy you, but everything will be destroyed that 
stands in the way of peace to the great Republic. As your friend 
and the friend of peace in the Indian Territory, I write to you to 
think of these things, and to see whether your people want to be 
destroyed in the vain hope of giving aid to a wicked rebellion, 
There is no possible reason why you should want to rebel against 
the Government that fed and protected you, and under which you 
had peace. Peace you will never have again until you come back 
to its shelter. Do not deceive your people. God will curse and 
they upbraid you if you do. You have to choose between peace 

and mercy and destruction. Bad men have deceived you and bought — 
you with a little money that never did you any good. It will not be 
_ long before destruction comes. I think you understand I am in 


earnest. Do you want peace? If so, let me know before we come 
to destroy. 


Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
. WM. AY PHIGEIBS, 
Colonel, Commanding U, S, Forces in the Field, 


2 


CARRS oa aS COO ae pa ho Ais peace 
hap of Seminoles: 
NEL: I write to you, not that I have any interest in appea 
neither because I admire your courage, which I recog 
idst the disaster of your late defeat; nor do I refer to 
ion in the late engagement to taunt you with what - 


: Ler y, 
nal bravery could not prevent. I write to you because you 


ar 
recognized head of a part of the Seminole Nation, and in th 
alf of those who trust you I appeal to one whom I do not believe 
lead to a just sentiment. I suppose you know the responsibility — 
power. I donot think you desire to see your people utterly ruined. — 


that neither you nor the rebels can overthrow the Government of the — 
United States. I think you ought to know that so causeless a war to. 


overthrow so good a Government is very wicked. I feel sure you ia 
_ have had no cause to rebel against the Government. Let me ask. _ 
you, do you not see the end coming, and are you anxious to see your 
_ people destroyed in the ruins? Why let these demagogue rebels, 
who rose in arms against their Government, deceive you? Do you — 
wish to see the Seminoles perish to cover up and hide their crimes? _ 


The President of the United States has once more offered mercy, | 


_ pardon, and peace. I strike hard, but not because the Government 
—iscruel, but because everything must be destroyed that stands in ~ 


the way of the glorious American Republic. For your people, then, 


Se 


_ I tell you to think of these things. The offer ishonest; itis liberal, — 
because the Republic is great enough to be generous. If youaccept 
it soon, you may be preserved ; if you do not, you and your people. 


will be blotted out in blood. If you want peace let me know. 
From your friend and the friend of the Seminoles, |. 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 

Colonel, Commanding U. S. Forces, Indian Territory. 


No. 2. 
Ttinerary of the Indian Brigade.* 


February 1.—Battalion of infantry, under Major Wright, marched 
to Rhea’s Mills, 65 miles, to run mills and get forage and_bread- 
stuff. Commands from the First Indian Regiment, Colonel Wattles; | 
Third Indian, Major Foreman; battalion Fourteenth Kansas Cay- 
alry, Major Willetts; section of Kaufman’s howitzers, Captain 
Kaufman, with the commanding officer, marched southward across 
Arkansas River; reached Hillabee after. a march of 75 miles. 

February 5, 6, 7, and 8.—Had skirmishes, in which upward of 50 
of the enemy were killed. Rebels fleeing southward in great con- 
fusion. Pe 

February 9 and 10.—Three expeditions:as advance columns to 
Little River, which whole command reached on the 1ith. The 


ee 


* Fyrom return for February, 1864, 


I believe that you do not wish the little remnant of their children to 
curse the day when you were their head. Ithink you and they know — 


us) 
a 


ra oar Middle Boggy the advance had an engagement, 4 


in which 49 rebels were killed in action; left dead on the field. 
Rebel force completely routed and pursued considerable distance. 

February 14, 15, 16, and 17.—Marched southward toward Washita. 
The rebels fleeing in all directions toward the Wichita Mountains, 


es. 


. 


and some to Mexico. Rebel force under General Maxey and Gen- — 


eral Cooper fled across Red River. Colonel Baylor fled from Red 


River to Brazos. Ammunition expended, the command marched — 


‘back to Gibson. While detached mounted forces swept the whole 
country for 80 miles on each side, the main command proceeded to. 
Council Ground and Gibson. Creek, Seminole, and Chickasaw 


supply train. The command subsisted itself during the greater part 
of the expedition on corn taken in the country, ground in hand- 
mills taken from the enemy. 

February 29.—Got back; mustered and inspected. 


No. 3. 


countries depopulated of their rebel inhabitants. Oxen taken for — 


Br 
‘x 
Pa 


Zz 


= 
4 
3 
‘ 


Report of Maj. Moses B. C. Wright, Second Indian Home Guard, — 


Hpgrs. Deracu. 1st Bric., ARMY OF THE FRONTIER, 
Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation, February 2%, 1864. 


LIBUTENANT: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to in- 


structions from your headquarters, dated January 27, 1864, I pro- 


ceeded to Cane Hill and Rhea’s Mills, Ark., arriving there on the 29th, 


for the purpose of supplying the command with flour and foraging 
thestock. I found soonafter arriving there that Captain Buchanan 


with part of his company of guerrillas had crossed the Arkansas. 


from below and was then in the mountains near Cane Hill, but was- 


unable to get any definite information of his whereabouts, until on 
the night of the 8th of February he dashed into the command at 
Rhea’s Mills and wounded 2 men. The next morning a party was 
started in pursuit, who, after following them through the mountains 
all day, came upon them, when a skirmish ensued, which resulted in 
killing 3 of the rebels and slightly wounding their captain. After 
this affair they remained very quiet, concealed in the mountains, 
until on the night of the 20th instant they came in near Cane Hill, 
and stole a Government horse out of the corral. Upon making this 
discovery, I started Sergt. Henry Scraper, in command of a party, in 


pursuit, who, after following them over the mountains about 15° 


miles, overtook them on the side of a steep bluff, where they had 
halted to rest their stock. Scraper halted and formed his men, when 
he charged them, completely routing them, killing Captain Buch- 
anan and‘3 of his men, besides capturing their horses, arms, saddles 
bridles, blankets, clothing, &c. I captured altogether 8 horses 3 
Enfield rifles, 2 Mississippi rifles, \ 
reyolyers, together with the saddles, bridles, &c., aboye mentioned, 


1 Sharps carbine, and 2 Colt navy ~ 


of thirty days. Si: ey Aas 


or to , yo 
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BE ee FEBRUARY'1-MARCH 1, 1864,—Scouts from Rolla, Mo. 


ports of C. L. Woods, D. Causort, Aaron 8. Vail, B. R: Moore, E 
irgh: DER aes and F. L. Hard. . we 


sf . HEADQUARTERS District oF Rouua, Mo., 
, Seana ea eee : February 29, 1864.00 
We left Rolla on the 1st of February, 1864, under orders to report — 
to Captain Murphy, commanding post at Houston, Mo., and re-— 
- ported to Captain Murphy on the 3d instant, received orders from _ 
him, and on the 5th instant we started with 30 men, under command 
of Lieutenant Boyd, of Company K, Sixth Regiment Enrolled Mis- 
-souri Militia, and marched to Haton’s, on Jack’s Fork ; distance from - 
Houston, 22 miles. On the 6th we marched to Gilliland’s, in Peace — 
Valley ; distance, 22 miles. Heard that Lieutenant Carvill, of the | 
Fifth Regiment Missouri State Militia, had gone north onthe West = 
Plains and Houston road. - einai 
%th.—Marched to Widow Thomas’ place, or Gunter Valley, in  — 
- Howell County. Learned here that there were several guerrilasin =~ 
the immediate vicinity, and that a small party of them had onthe ~~ 
6th instant hung a man by the name of Judd nearly to death. We _ 
- pushed forward to the house of Mr. Judd, and learned from him 
_ that there were 84 men, under Captain Evans, about 10 miles from 
Thomasville, awaiting our approach. We found that we could do 
but little with twice our number of men, whom we heard were well 
mounted and armed. Lieutenant Boyd dispatched our situation to 
headquarters at Houston. The command encamped at Judd’s, hav-- 
- ing marched 15 miles. 8th.—Scouted and foraged in the neighbor- 
~ hood; camped at Prock’s, having marched 10 miles. 9%th.—About 7 
o’clock Lieutenant Hillerich arrived from Houston with 50 men and 
one piece of artillery. We soon formed in order, intending to march 
for Thomasville, when a man came from that place and informed us 
that Captain Evans had found out that we were expecting re-en- 
forcements and had started before daylight in the direction of Per- | 
-kins’ place,on Warm Fork of Spring River. We immediately 
changed our course, intending, if possible, to fall in with Captain, 
Evans; marched 24 miles, and camped at Roberts’. _10th.—Started 
in good time and marched to the Thomasville and Batesville road. 
Had gone about 1 mile when we saw 3 men coming toward us, who 
seeing us turned and ran. We pursued and shot one of them ; the 
others escaped. We then continued our march toward Spring River 
8 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


mand came up he iota oe some among 
a We yee ori on Warm Fork, about 1 mile above the head of Spring — 
. nee men run from a house ; we pursued and killed one of them, — 
but the other escaped; returned to camp, having marched to-day 24 


order and promptly returned the fire. Two rounds were fired on each 


pose, attacked and drove them back. They returned in an hour 


bas prc eke ena ere , 

he thought us Southern troops, and when the com- 
Y recognized hens and immediately 

he be made to stop until he was shot down. - 


lls, and about 
en Carter; but 


yoke and ran, nor coul 


n the evening we took 15 men and went up Two-Mile Creek; — 


miles. 11th.—Last night we were fired into. Themen fell in in good 


side, and the firing ceased. In about a half hour the returned and — 
gave us another volley. Our guard, which was detailed for the pur-_ 


and fired six or seven shots, but our fire was too strong for them and _ 
they left. None of our men were hurt. We heard nothing more 
of the rebels that night. . 
In the morning we started for Janes’ Creek. Had marched about 
3 miles when we found a house in which were stored two barrels of _ 
salt, some guns, and ammunition. We burned the house and every- _ 
thing in it, not allowing any contraband property to be removed at 
all. We had just reached a safe distance from the house when we 


~ heard aloud report, which we afterwards learned was made by a 
_ keg of gunpowder which had been concealed under the floor of the 


house. We then marched to Janes’ Creek and camped. Lieutenant | 
Hillerich took 15 men and went with us down the creek to recon- 
noiter. We had marched 1 mile when we met aman who said he 
could take us to the house of the rebel Captain Orchards. We pro- 
ceeded on our way a half mile farther, when we took another man. 


_ Tbisman gave hisname Henery, and he looked somewhat frightened. 


We asked him if he knew of any troops being in that neighborhood. 
He said that he did not. We then asked him where Freeman was, to 
which he replied that he knew nothing of Freeman whatever, or of 
any other command. While talking with him a party of men came 
in sight. We pursued and killed 2 of them; one of them proved to 
be William Lamb, a brother-in-law to Freeman and acting quarter-. — 
master to Freeman’s regiment. Henery said to the men who guarded 
him, as soon as we started in the chase, that we had better be called 
back, for Freeman was camped less than 2 miles below with a strong 
force; but the information came too late to stop us, and in the 
charge we got scattered, and when all assembled at the starting 
point one of the scouts was missing (Woods). One of the men reported 
that he had seen, while passing through the woods, several men well 
armed and mounted, and this, together with the prisoner’s statement 
of Freeman’s camp, caused our squad to return to camp, thinking 
that Woods might have gone before them, but when they arrived in 
camp they found that he had not yet come in, and he was supposed 
to be taken in by the rebels. The command was in motion soon and 
moving in the direction of Freeman’s camp; had marched about 1 
mile when Woods came in all right. . A council was then held, and 
it was determined that we should return to our camp, pick our 
ground, and prepare to act on the defensive in case of an attack, 
which we looked for that night. Marched that day 20 miles. 
12th.—During the night we heard nothing of the enemy, and in 
the morning we were informed that Freeman was marching to 
Couch’s place, some 10 miles in the direction of Thomasville. Of. 
course we expected that he was going there to meet and fight us, 


i! 
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Houston without making any further discoveries ; distance, 22 miles, 
—1%th.—Started in search of some rebels said to be on Possum Creek ; 
found no signs, and camped at the house of Mr. Coats; marched 20 


here that the guerrilla Bill Coats had been the night before at ; 
house on Hamilton Creek. We learned that Coats had moved hi 
camp to Big Piney. We went across to Piney, near James John 


one of us might come upon the camp. We found nothing, however, 


aide 


ch. About 8 mile 


marched 23 miles. 13th.—Marched to James Harris’, on Turl 
k, and camped ; marched 18 miles. 14th.—This day was spent 
thering together families to move north, and in scouting throug 
he neighborhood. 15th.—Marched to EKaton’s, on Jack’s Fork: 

ance, 20miles. 16th.—We left a guard with the teams and came i 


miles. 18th.—Marched down Possum to Joe Harris’ place. Learne 


ston’s place, and there scattered through the hills, hoping that some 


ie 
Rite 
ate 


and all camped together at Smiley’s Mill; marched 24 miles. 19th.— _ 
We scouted on Piney and. Possum, but found nothing; camped at 
Jos. Gladdon’s place ; distance, 20 miles. 1 Nel 

20th.—We marched to No. 1 on Piney ; distance, 18 miles. 21st.— 


-~Marched to camp at Houston without making any discoveries worthy 


2 of note. 22d.—We started in the direction of Waynesville; marched _ 


te ey See 


to commanding officer District of Rolla. 


to Kivott’s ; distance, 20 miles. 23d.—Went to Waynesville and re- 
ported to Major Fischer; 18 miles. 24th.—Started up Roubidoux;  — 
marched to Finley’s; 15 mues. 25th.—Marched up the Roubidoux 
some 20 miles, and for want of forage were obliged to march toHous- 
ton, being 40 miles from Finley’s farm. 26th.—Started for Rollain | 


the evening, and marched 8 miles. 27th.—Marched 30 miles and | 


camped. 28th,.—Arrived in Rolla safe and sound. 29th.—Reported 


C. L. WOODS. bop 

D. CAUSORT. é 

AARON 8S. VAIL, cee 
Chief of Scouts. 


HEADQUARTERS DistTRIcT oF RouuaA, Mo., 
March 2, 1364. 

Left Rolla on the ist of February, 1864, under orders to report 
to Major Fischer, commanding post at Waynesville. Reported to 
that officer on the 2d, and received orders the same day, and in com- 
pany with 5 men, under command of Lieutenant Bates, of Company | 
H, Fifth Regiment Missouri State Militia, marched north of Waynes- 
ville some 6 miles. Learned here that the guerrillas, whom we were 
in search of, had gone in a southwest direction. We pursued them 
into Texas County, near the farm of one Lowe, on the Roubidoux. 
About sunrise on the second day after we left camp we ran into the | 
camp of some 16 or 18 guerrillas, commanded by the notorious out- 
law Frank Smith. We charged on the camp and routed them com- 
pletely; killed 7 men and captured 7 horses, saddles, and. bridles, 


LO§ r with a quantity of plunder of rious k ds. We Llc 
~ the trail of the ieee as jong we could, but they bro. 


: brush, and it was impossible to 


sc 


raynesville, having lost no men or horses. — 


tween Waynesville and the Gasconade. Marched 4 miles: on the 
~ Springfield road, and then turned northwest and went into Moccasin 
Bend, on the Gasconade. Found several old camps here, but appar- 


Texas County, where they broke up and scattered through the hills, 


a northeast course and came to the farm of Judge Bates. Here we 
learned that there was a man by thename of J. W. Tigg, a man well 
known as a guerrilla, [who] was then at his home in that neighbor- 
hood. _We went to the house of Tigg, who broke and ran as we were 
- approaching the house. We pursued him, but he had the advantage 
of us, being mounted on a horse both fresh and fleet, while our own 
were completely jaded and worn out. From this place we scouted 


we arrived on the 12th all right. On the 13th we left camp and 
* marched in a southerly direction. We scouted the country in this 
_ direction, and returned to camp on the 19th without having made 
‘ any discoveries worthy of note. 
Our horses being completely worn out we were obliged to recruit 
~ them for a day or two, after which we again started in a northerly 
—. direction. We scouted the country in this direction until the 25th, 
when we returned to camp. We learned that’ Burt Woods was 
about 5 miles south of Waynesville with a gang of thieves, number- 
ing somewhere in the vicinity of 30 or 40. Westarted in an easterly 
course until we struck the trail by which we supposed Woods and 
his gang would pass in the morning. Upon examination, however, 
we found that the guerrillas had already passed. At once we com- 
»  mencedour march on histrack. About 10a. m. we ran into the party 
about 2 miles from Mr. Lewis’ place, on Spring Creek. We charged 
on them while they were in the act of making prisoners of Mr. Lewis 
and another Union man. The guerrillas undertook to give us a 
fight, but we dashed at them with such unearthly yells that they 
could not stand our approach. They broke for the woods, and we 
got but 2 men with their horses and rigging. One of the men killed 
was supposed to be Burt Woods, the leader of the band. We learned 
from one of the men before he died that there were about 60 bush- 
whackers in that vicinity, some of whom had gone north to Miller 
County. We then started for camp, where we arrived all right on 
the evening of the 29th. ‘ 
We would here state that all contraband property taken by us 
during the past month has been turned over to Major Fischer, com- 
manding post at Waynesville. On the 1st of March we started for 
Rolla, where we arrived on the same evening safe and sound. 
B. R. MOORE. 
NW, L. HARD. 
AARON §. VAIL, 
Chief of Scouts, 


them mounted. We then — se 
ted in a northeast direction, and on the 6th we arrived incamp | 


On the morning of the 7th we received orders from Major Fischer “Si 
= to go in Seaihit some guerrillas who had fired into the stage be-— 


go that we could not possibly follow them. Here we turned and took — 


through the country, generally in the direction of Waynesville, where — 


ently deserted for some weeks. We then marched south, crossed — E 
the Springfield road, and shortly afterward we struck the trail of — 
the bushwhackers going south; followed them up Roubidoux into o- 
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FEBRUARY 1-MARCH 7, 1864.—Operations in New Mexico and A 
ae REPORTS. SES Se 
‘No. 1.—Capt. Asa B. Carey, Thirteenth U.S. Infantry, of operations in New Mexico. 
No, 2.—Capt. Francis McCabe, First New Mexico Cavalry, of operations in New 
Bee Mexico. Z : : es 
No. 3.—Maj. Edward B. Willis, First California Infantry, of operations in Arizona. 
No. 4.—Capt. James H. Whitlock, Fifth California Infantry, of operations in. 

~ Arizona, 26 


o % Pe NOe 4, 32 
i ‘Reports. of Capt. Asa B. Carey, Thirteenth U. S.-Infantry, of opera- ‘ 


oY. 


= tions in New Mexico. 
HEADQUARTERS NAavaJo EXPEDITION, pee 
oy Fort Canby, N. Mex., Februqry 28, 1864. | 
Captain: I have the honor to report that on the 26th instanta = 
_. party of Mexican citizens arrived at this post from an unsuccessful = 
pursuit of a party of Navajo ladrones who had robbed them of some = 
stock. They are from the Rio Arriba, and traversed the country 
from that place through the Chusco, making a thorough examina-—. 
tion of the country at the base of the Juanico range of mountains. 
and in the vicinity of El Cafion de Chelle, but without discovering 
but one Indian, whom they killed. I informed this party that for — 

the present, that so long as the Indians continued coming in for im- 

migration in such large numbers, that active operations would not 
_ be renewed against them; that all stock of whatever description 

brought in by them is assured to them so long as they remained _ 
under my protection, and that all claims must be sent in to the - 
general commanding for adjudication; that any attack made on 
these people now would in all probability injure those who were 
coming in in good faith, the evil consequences of which it would be ~ 
; difficult to estimate. There is no question but what it would have 
the effect of stopping the arrivals, thereby protracting the war in- 
definitely and sacrificing the results of the last campaign. They 
fully coincided with my views and agreed to return. They being 
destitute, I furnished them provisions for this purpose. 

Although citizens cannot be blamed, but must, on the contrary, be 
praised for their energy in pursuing so far the robbers of their flocks, 
their hereditary foe, the Navajo, they should at the same time 
understand that any act of hostility committed against the Nayajo 
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of carrying ‘out the ao age 


lawless acts of these people. Of course this forbearance has no ~ 
srence to those who leave this country for purposes of pillage. 


Ba tbout 500 already sent from this post since the return of Colonel 
Carson from the Cafion de Chelle, and they are daily arriving. In | 
about two days I expect a train of ten teams, which, with the num- 


I think, enable me to send all away who are now here. In the mean. 
time I have them employed bringing in grass as part payment for — 
their food. The moment they cease coming in hostilities will be- 
~ again resumed with the usual vigor. Having been informed that — 
- there was a band ‘of ladrones inhabiting the hills west of Bear 
' Springs, I detached Capt. F. McCabe with 50 men yesterday morn- 
ing with instructions to break up their rendezvous and punish them. 


Taking advantage of the temporary cessation of hostilities I have 
_. established drills, by which the troops are being much benefited. 
Ngee Tam, captain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


. A. B. CAREY, 
Se ne Captain, Thirteenth Infantry, Commanding. 
_. Capt. Bensamin C. CUTLER, 

Gantt Asst, Adjt. Gen., Santa Fé, N. Mex, 


NY 


HEADQUARTERS NAVAJO EXPEDITION, 
; Fort Canby, N. Mex., March 6, 1864. 
_. .Capratn: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general commanding, that on the 4th instant I dispatched from this 
post en route to Bosque Redondo 2,103 Navajo Indians, Capt. John 
Thompson, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers, went in charge 
of the escort and Indians.. The escort consisted of the men re-en- 
listed as veteran volunteers (5 non-commissioned officers and 22 pri- 
vates) and 2 non-commissioned officers and 23 privates of Company 
K, First Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers. Captain Thompson has 
orders that on his arrival at Los Pinos he will proceed with the In- 
_ dians to the Bosque, taking with him as an escort the veteran volun- 
teers and dispatching the men of Company K as escort to my trans- 
portation, which is directed to return from Los Pinos to this post. 
The transportation furnished was a Government train (Robinson’s, 
late Russell’s) of eight 10-mule wagons and twenty 6-mule wagons 
_ from this post. Six of these are wagons which I am directed to 
return to Fort Union depot; fourteen belong to and are to return to 
this post from Los Pinos, together with the mules of the six wagons 
which are to be forwarded to Union. 
. There are now at the mail station, Old Fort Fauntleroy, 35 In- 
dians, which I directed Captain Thompson to take on with him. 
This will make the total number under his charge 2,138, a larger 
number than has ever been sent at any one time before with the 
same amount of transportation. I have now at this post 400, which 
will be forwarded as soon as practicable. On the 8th instant I shall 
start out scouting parties. One I shall send to Chusca Valley and 
its vicinity; another to Cafion de Chelle, Mesa de la Baca, and Cal- 
labasas, and to examine the country west of this post. The Indians 
who left on the 4th instant with Captain Thompson had, and took 


ures now in successful progress of freeing this Territory from _ 
<= 


have now here 2,500 Indians awaiting transportation, besides: tats 


ber of teams I shall be able to send of the depot transportation, will, — 


i 


e not come in the scouting par 
ill, I trust, very soon induce them to do Nae 
‘he party brought in by Captain McCabe, who was sent from 

on. the 27th of last month, are undoubtedly a part of the | 
has infested the road between this post and Fort Wingate. 
ake especial pains to see that all this party are disposed of. 
the honor to inclose herewith a copy of Captain McCabe’s 
ort, which explains itself. | BA Ota Se 
ince the 20th of last month 126 Indians have died at this post, — 
king, with those just sent to the Bosque, a reduction of 2,264 
ajoes from the population of this country. This, Iam satisfied, _ 
sa larger number than could have been subdued and forced to give — 
themselves up had a vigorous war been continued. Thetrucewhich 
_ Lextended to them expired on the first of this month, and Captain © 
“McCabe was in the field to convince them of the fact. I shall keep _ 
as many troops in the field as practicable until further orders. Asa 
matter of necessity, I sent nearly all my transportation to the river 
_ with the Indians, who had to be fed, and the longer they stayed 

here the lower they reduced my commissariat. Those here now will — 
_be sent to the river within ten days. I have sufficient transporta- 
tion on hand now to enablg me to push the war vigorously in this 
- vicinity. In this country men re-enlisting cannot get the benefits of 
_ the furlough granted to veteran volunteers in the States. For that. 
reason I directed Captain Thompson to proceed to the Bosque with 
the veteran volunteers as a reward to them, and to compensate for - 
the furlough which it is impossible to grant them in this country. | 
-Itrust that my policy and manner of conducting operations against =~ 
the Navajoes since the departure of Colonel Carson will meet with oe 
the approval of the department commander. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; nae 
eX - A. B. CAREY, | 7 hes 
a Captain, Thirteenth Infantry, Commanding. Meat 

Capt. BENJAMIN C. CUTLER, ; 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Capt. Francis McCabe, First New Mexico Cavalry, of 


operations in New Mexico. 


Forr Canpy, N. Mex., March 4,1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I left this post on the 27th 
ultimo with a command consisting of 3 sergeants, 5 corporals, and 
42 privates of Company L, First New Mexico Cavalry, rationed for 
ten days, pursuant to Post Orders, No. —, dated Fort Canby, N. Mex., 
February 26, 1864. On reporting to Capt. A. B, Carey, commanding 
officer, I received verbal instructions to proceed to Fort Fauntleroy 
with my command, and on my arrival to select from among the party 
at the mail station some man possessing a sufficient knowledge of 
the country in that vicinity who could conduct me in search of an 


’ ingly, when the moon rose, my party was in motion on the trail 
leading to the Indian camp. The path taken by my guide led ina 
westerly direction for several miles along the level valley of the Rio — 
Puerco, and then turned abruptly to the north, ascending an elevated 
ridge covered with a growth of evergreens, such as spruce, cedar, 
aud pifion, and traversing a country furrowed and broken in every 
direction, thereby rendering my s Aaeceaee" much slower than I had 


anticipated. I proceeded onward as rapidly as practicable, and at 
sunrise I reached a point from which my guide showed me the smokes 
of the enemy’s camp-fires. From this point the only practicable ap- 
proach was across a plain about a mile in width, and the probability 
was that my command would be observed by the savages, but as 
there was no alternative I marched forward at double-quick time. 
Ihad passed over more than two-thirds of the distance when, as I 
had anticipated, the alarm was given by 3 Indians, who had left the 
camp in search of water. The alarm spread so rapidly that by the 


_ time the head of my command reached one side of the camp the last 


Savage was retreating under cover of the forest timber on the other. 
In their flight the Indians abandoned all their camp equipage, cook- 
ing utensils, and even portions of their clothing. Large quantities 
of wild potatoes were found in camp, which formed their chief article 
of subsistence, and which they obtained in the neighboring plain by 
digging. The surface of the plain had been dug up in various direc- 


_ tions by the Indians in their search for the potatoes, and presented the 


appearance of having been rooted by herds of swine. Great numbers 
were found roasted at the camp-fires, and were eagerly eaten by my 


‘men, who had left camp in light marching order, unencumbered by 


blankets or haversacks. On entering the camp I sent my interpreter 
forward to the crest of a knoll in the vicinity, with instructions to 
hail the dispersed Navajoes, and tell them that unless they came in 
and surrendered themselves I would divide my command and pursue 
them immediately, in which case they need expect no quarter; but 
that in case they should surrender I would take them to Fort Canby, 
where the commanding officer would furnish them with means to 
travel to the reservation set apart for the friendly Navajoes. After 
a short parley, the interpreter came into camp followed by most of 
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ptured 2 Indians on the road. One of the teamsters of Russell’s 
ain recognized the Indian who shot Mr. Russell among those that 
ought in. I entertain the hope that the removal of these Indians — 
render the transmission of mails and the passage of small trains — 
uty of less danger in future. During the scout the bearing and — 
_ behavior of my men were all that I could expect from good soldiers. _ 
__-—s*Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ne 
ag FRANCIS McCABE, ~~. 
- Captain Company L, First Cavalry, New Mexico Vols, 
Second Lieut. JosepH LAUGHLIN, a 
2 é Post Adjutant. 
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No. 3. 


Report of Maj. Edward B. Willis, First California Infantry, of 
aaa ~ operations in Arizona. aoe 


. HEADQUARTERS, 
Pree Fort Whipple, Ariz., February 11, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report that since my last a party of : 
miners, under lead of Mr. King Woolsey, followed the tracks of ani- see 
mals stolen from them, and overtook the Indians in the Pinal coun- 
try beyond the San Francisco River. They succeeded in killing 24; 
a party of Maricopas at the same time killed 9, ‘To-morrow morn- 
ing I shall start in that direction accompanying Governor Goodwin. 
We propose to examine the country with a view to the selection of | 
a proper site for a town in the geographical center of the Territory ; 
also a proper location for the military post. This point, if the » 
- country meets our expectations, will undoubtedly be the capital. 
The commission appointed in General Orders, No. —, have not yet 
selected a site for the post, not having the proper opportunities for 
examining the country. A party of about 75 miners will accom- 
pany this expedition, and we propose to afford them all facilities 
possible in prospecting the country over which we pass, and at the 
same time, if possible, to strike a blow at the Indians, having at all 
times the main objects of the expedition in view. ; 
There would be considerable quantities of grain sown’ in this 
vicinity this season, but on attempting to procure seed from the 
Pima villages the rancheros have been forbidden by the Government 
agent, Mr. Allen, from purchasing a single pound. It is too late for _ 
them to send to California or New Mexico for seed, and will be a 
‘serious drawback upon this portion of Arizona. [am very much 
pleased with the agricultural and farming lands in this section, and 


lly request thatif possible 
st as soon as practicable. We have alre: 
ut need more. Grape cuttings, no doubt, 
ere. Sais ee n 


The | 
the Indi 


pectfully 1 


bs LF or 


- immediate i are taken to quell these Indians it will be of serious _ 
\ detriment to t 


with his views upon this subject. ; 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ees EDWARD B. WILLIS, 
— Maj. First Infantry, California Volunteers, Commanding. 
Capt. Brnsgamin C. CUTLER, 
| Asst, Adjt. Gen., Santa Fé, N. Mew. 
; | 


ee . No. 4. 

- Reports of Capt. James H. Whitlock, Fifth California Infantry, . 
ae of operations in Arizona, A . 
ae, _ HEADQUARTERS, 


eople of this section are very much excited with regard to — 
an disturbances, so much so that last week, during a visit to 
the mines, I noticed men working with arms beside them, and itis 
‘not considered safe to leave their dwellings without them. Unless _ 


- 


® 


7 e Territory. I shall do all in my power in this direc- 
tion, and respectfully request the general commanding to furnishme — 


. Camp Rio Mimbres, Ariz., March 1, 1864. > ~ 


COLONEL: [havethe honor to inform you that on Wednesday, the 
24th [ultimo], I received a communication from Los Pinos Altos, stat- 
i ing that Indians had visited that place on the 13th instant, and that 
the citizens were in great fear, as the Indians had told them they 
would return on or about Thursday, the 25th. Lat once concluded to 
try and catch them, if possible ; so l left with 21 men on the evening of 
the 24th instant [ultimo] at 8 p. m., taking an old and indirect route, 
determined not to be seen, traveled until 4 a. m. of the 25th, and 
secreted myself in a cafion until 9 p. m., then started again and went 
within about 3 miles of the town, hid again, and sent ina spy. He 
returned before daylight, saying there were no Indians there ; so 1 
laid over, hid in the thick brush, intending to lie there as long as I 
could to await for their arrival in town. They came about noon ; 
. word came, and I started to the place at about 5 p. m., arriving there 
just at dusk. I made an attack immediately. There were 19 of 
them, and I killed 13, including the notorious chief Louis, successor 
to Mangas Colorado, chief of the Gila tribes. In my opinion not one 
escaped witha whole hide. This chief is the same that killed Private 
Bay, of Company D, First Infantry, California Volunteers, at Fort 
West, last fall, and the same that I had a fight with in Sierra Blanca 
Mountains in September last. I also captured a Mexican woman 
from them (whose narrative I append to this report as containing 
some very useful information) and one pony and bows and arrows 
in abundance. I followed those who escaped the next day about 7 
or 8 miles, but could not overtake them. Returned safely to camp 
on the 29th without the slightest accident of any kind; not a man 
hurt. Marijenia Figueira says: 

My father’s family lived at Banamichi, a small mini ins ° 

I was seven years old the town was attacked by Indians “Miyuelt see etiee Gee | 
taken prisoners and carried off ; also a few other children of the town: besides this 


y 


rom day today. Can occasionally kill a deer. Have no powder or guns. Our 
guns are nearly all worn out. We only get a little powder occasionally, when we 
n kill somebody. The Navajoes got some of our guns. Wehave noclothing. We 


d. Rufion and Victoria get powder and lead from aman named Zuloaga, who — 
in Corralitos, Mexico. Sometimes we get some powder from Rufion. ‘Zuloaga 
ways on friendly terms with us, even when his Government ‘is at war with us. 
on and Victoria are both over this way somewhere. I think Rufion and part 
his people are in the Florida Mountains or at Lake Guzman to make campaigns 
.7ainst Las Cruces and Mimbres River. ; 


woman was turned over to him. She desires to live with her sister. 
| feel it to be my duty to acknowledge valuable service rendered by 
Mr. William Market, in connection with this report ; also Mr. Julian 


\guirre. \ 
a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. WHITLOCK, 
Capt., Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, Commanding. 


_ Col. GuorcEe W. Bowlr, — 
¥  Comdg. District of Arizona, Franklin, Tex. 

& . 
i 

i HEADQUARTERS CAMP MIMBRES, 

March 7, 1864, 

~ Caprain: I have the honor to inform the colonel commanding 
that on the morning of the 3d instant Juan Arroyas (my Mexican 
guide and scout) reported to me that some Indians had just crossed 
the road with some cattle about 6 miles from here, going southward. 
I thought best to look after them a little,,so I sent Lieutenant Bur- 
‘kett and 14 enlisted men mounted on wagon mules to give chase. 
Lieutenant Burkett followed them to the Florida Mountains, a dis- 
tance of about 50 miles, but could not overtake them. He reports 
that a very large body of Indians has been encamped there for some 
time past, and appears to have left about three or four days ago; 
that they have had a considerable amount of stock ; that stock has 
been driven to that place from every direction, but has all been 
driven away in the direction of Lake Guzman. The Indians are very 
plenty around here nowadays, and if you will give me a fair show 
T will catch some more of them, but as itis, I have hardly troops 
enough to guard my herd and keep them off it. My men come on 
euard duty every third day and on police once between guards, when 
all are here; when part are gone on a scout we all have to stand 
guard. I have had to discharge the duties of sergeant of the guard 
myself in order to keep the non-commissioned officers from remain- 


r with all the other tribes that I know of. They took all our stock; left _ 
poor; very poor indeed. We have no stock except 3 ponies, and 1of these 
lers got last night. We have no dried meat; have nothing to live uponex- 
escal ; have no dried mescal; have a very hard matter to gather enough to 


ve to live down in the valleys. ‘We cannot live up in the mountains; it is too | 


"William Aguirre is a citizen of Pinos Altos, and the captured | 


Captain, Fifth Infantry, California Vols., Commanding. 


ie _ Capt. C. A. SmirH, : 


Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hart's Mills, Tex. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1864,—Skirmish on Halcolm Island, Mo. 


Report of Capt. William Dawson, Second Missouri State Militia 


Cavalry. 


[BLoomFIELD, Mo.,| February 4, 1864. 


5 a, 
ft be Sad «Bide 


CoLONEL: Captain Shibley has returned, bringing 8 prisoners, 2 


among the number John Bolin. He killed 7 men and took 13 horses. 


The party was attacked on Halcolm Island and numbered about 35, 


principally the Bolin gang. They were on this side foraging. He ~ 


captured 15 wagons of corn—all citizens’ wagons. The captain 
reports 400 men to cross at Jones’ Ferry to-day to march for this 
place. He destroyed the ferry. All this without the loss of a man 


on our side. I will send the prisoners to-morrow morning to the 


~ Cape with Captain Shibley. 
WM. DAWSON, 
; Captain, Commanding. 
Col. J. B. RoGErs, 


Cape Girardeau. 


FEBRUARY 3-6, 1864.—Expedition from Brashear City, La. | 
Report of Col. Nicholas W. Day, One hundred and thirty-first New 
* York Infantry. 


_Heapquarters U. S. Forces, | 
Brashear City, La., February 6, 1864. 
Sir: I would respectfully submit to the colonel commanding the 


district. the following report of the expedition commanded by me, | 


consisting of 75 infantry and one section of artillery, on the steamers 
J. M. Brown and Red Chief, which left here the evening of the 3d 
instant : 2 : 

We proceeded up Grand Lake into Lac Fausse Pointe, at the ex- 
treme northern point of which we landed, at Dauterive’s plantation. 


of ac at had been occupi 
per] Strong. There was a small wor 
e road about 1,200 paces from the landing, with 
f it. Kverything was deserted, Did not see aa 
ce said to be on the lake. From there went up Bayo 
but saw nothing: Obtained some 3 mules and 3 horses. 
» was marked “*U. 8.” Have turned them over to the quarter-_ 
ter. Returned through Lac Fausse Pointe and. proceeded up 
Lake through Lake Chicot, Bayou Chene, Lake Maringoula > 
Bayou Tensas, into Grand River, and landed at Offutt’s saw-mill, _ 
ere we took on some lumber. Sent 2 men in a skiff down Grand > 
er, who returned and reported that they saw some men running | 
vn on the banks of the bayou. ~~ ee Oe oi 
_ Went down with the steamer Red Chief and came toasmall bayou, _ 
up which I sent ee Evans with a small party. The men we 
were after took to the woods, excepting one, who remained with a 
flat-boat. He was taken in tow and brought to. the steamer. He 
had on board his flat 5 or 6 bales of dry-goods, a box of sundries,a = 
lot of eurry-combs, 4 or 5 sacks of coffee, 1 bale of rope, flour, pota- 
toes, 3 bottles of quinine, with other parcels of medicine, &c., and 
_ $30,000 in Confederate money, all of which I turned over to the pro- 
_ vost-marshal. He had no papers authorizing him to take the goods 
outside of the lines, but said the officers at Plaquemine knew of it. | 
He gave his name as Thorn. I also overhauled 2 Jews, who pro. _ 
duced passes from provost-marshal to go outside the lines, and whom 
I then let go. I also took on Grand River, near Offutt’s mill, 124 
_hogsheads of sugar. A man there claimed it and also claimed to be 
-a Union man, and whom I brought down with me. The sugar I 
_ turned over to the post commissary. By all I can learn there is 
- quite an extensive trade carried on between Plaquemine and Butte 
ala Rose. I also took a Confederate soldier, who claimed to bea 
deserter; but doubting his story, brought him with me and delivered 
him to the provost-marshal. From Grand River we returned by 
way of Whisky Bay and Bayou La Rampe and Grand Lake, pick: 
ing up on the way 2 men, who were running the lines. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

NICHOLAS W. DAY, 

Colonel, Conmmanding Post. 


“perhaps 1,500. 


“STE elegy ae 


Capt. WiLLIAM J. DENSLOW, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsentent. | 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. ForRcEs, 
La Fourche District, February 7, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters, and particu- 
lar notice is called to so much as alludes to smuggling between Pla- 
‘quemine and Butte & la Rose. This same information has been 
received several times before and forwarded to department head- 


quarters, se ae ie : 
EDWARD L. MOLINEUX, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


‘ Le 


n i age f H Awan? { : ; : : Sse % a 
Report of Capt. Charles. O'Connell, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 


oe 
i 


ee ee fe ae er a Fen AS ee Pip! ‘ t 
_ FEBRUARY 4-8, 1864,—Expedition from Helena up White River, 


et ate Hetena, ARK., February 7, 1864. é 
Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of scout up 
White River: I embarked on steamer Cheek February 4, 1864, 
8.50 a. m., in command of 100 men Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, 4( 
Third Arkansas, African Descent, Captain Robinson, and 7 men, with 


one piece of artillery, Lieutenant Hadlock. Left Helena 9 a. m., 


proceeded toward Friar’s Point, destroyed one flat-boat ; arrived at 


. Friar’s Point 11 a. m.; found four cotton-boats there. The gun-boat 


had been ordered to Memphis. \g 
In your dispatch to Captain Brown, of gun-boat, you wanted the 


_steamer White ordered to Helena. I took discretionary power to 


order all of them to report to your headquarters, as I thought that 


they could be easily captured by the rebels, as they had no gun-boat 


a 


to protect them. I then proceeded on; arrived Island 63 at 12 m., 
delivered dispatches ; passed gun-boat Eastport at Island 65, the 
steamer Rike alongside; arrived at Island 66 at 2.20 lg The: 
steamer Emerald with troops stopped to wood; had no dispatch for 
the officer commanding island; arrived at mouth of White River 
6 p. m., reported to Captain Prichett, delivered dispatch, disem-_ 
barked cavalry, and remained at the mouth of White River until 
morning, as it was not safe to run up at night. 
February 5, embarked and moved up White River at 8.30 a. m., 


no convoy going up ; stopped at 12 m. on west side ; took three cords” 


wood ; arrived at the mouth of Big Creek, 3 miles below Indian Bay, | 
at 5.30 p.m. ; distance down Mississippi, 95 miles ; White, 74 miles ; 
disembarked cavalry to feed and water ; took twocords wood. I got 
information that Mayo’s and Davis’ companies had gone to General 
McRae’s headquarters ; embarked and proceeded up Indian Bay at 
12.30 a.m. ; arrived at Indian Bay Landing 2.30 a. m.; disembarked 
and left Captain Robinson, Third Arkansas, African Descent, in 
command of the boat, with orders to remain twenty-four hours at 


the landing ; then, if he did not get other orders, to report to Helena, 


Ark. I moved toward Colonel Boyce’s plantation ; captured 5 pris- 
oners at houses on the road; arrived at Boyce’s, 8.30, February 6, 
1864; got positive information that Mayo’s and Davis’ companies had 
gone to McRae’s headquarters, to organize into a battalion to return 
in about ten days. Fed horses and breakfasted at Boyce’s; examined 
his papers and letters. He informed me that he had one revolver, 
and had fifteen bales of cotton upstairs hid from the rebels. They 
had been encamped on his place. I took his revolver, but did not 
arrest him, as I could not get information that he had been giving 
aid to the rebels. They took it. He is coming to Helena to report 
in a few days. 

While there I got information that Casteel’s company was 
encamped 34 miles from Boyce’s. I started immediately for his 
camp, got within one-half mile of it. Met a negro that had just re- 
turned from the picket, informing them that we were in the country. 
T arrested him and made him pilot me to the camp. I found their 
pickets about 10 rods from their camp, on the opposite side of a 
cypress swamp; could see their men, about 18, in line, mounted. We:- 
fired at the picket, and then charged for them, We could only go 


: the compa 0 
1 as SC dvance got over the swamp they sca 
irections. The woods were very thick and very mi 
sred my men tocharge as foragers after them; followed them a 
sats, scattering them in all directions.. I captured 2 prisone 
horses, shot 1 horse, 6 guns, and all their camp and garrison eq 
rege: They had. plenty of meat, salt, meal, and corn. I burned a 
_ destroyed one crib of corn (500 bushels) and all the other stores ai 
_ equipage. My horses were very tired and nearly given out. Afte 
- the charge I started toward Big Creek. The roads were very bad 
_ andthe creek was swimming. The horses were not fit to swim, an 
- noprospectsof getting any more prisoners, I returned tothe boat after 
resting awhile; arrived at the boat at 6 p.m., embarked and pro-— 
ceeded to mouth of Big Creek; found gun-boat with convoy there 
‘bound down ; staid there till daylight February 7, then proceeded 
_ to mouth of White River ; arrived there at 12 m., stopped half an 
- hour, then moved up the Mississippi River for Helena ; landed at. 
_ wood-yard, took five cords of wood ; arrived at Helena, Ark., 3 a.m.,_ 
_ February 8, 1864. bi, ; ae 
I succeeded in capturing 7 prisoners, 16 horses, 3 mules, 6 Colt re- 
_volvers, 12 guns destroyed. The following are the names, rank, and 
regiment : Alexander Newman, Casteel’s company, Dobbin’s regi- 
“ment; W. P. Erley, Casteel’s company, Dobbin’s regiment; James 
- South, Twentieth Arkansas Regiment; Nathan Clement, Haw- 
’ _thorn’s regiment ; John M. Barry, Texas Legion ; J. F. Westbrook, 
3 


4 
Le 


- taken with Texas Legion soldier in arms ; John Darr, Ellott’s bat- 
_ talion of cavalry, He was captured, dressed in our U. 8. uniform. 
He says his company is at Cotton Plant, 50 in number, all dressed — 

~ with U. 8. uniform with red star on left breast. They have been 

detached to this side of the Mississippi River, and crossed about 

_ ‘thirty days ago. : 

; ~ When I returned to mouth of White River Captain Prichett, U. 

_ §. Army gun-boat, turned over 1 prisoner to be delivered to you. _ 
He says he is a rebel courier, and he has evidence against him that — 
he carries news of boats coming for the guerrillas to come and shoot 
at them. His name is Dawson Rouse. 

There are about fifty bales of cotton in Indian Bay settlement, but 
the cypress slough was so muddy I could [not get] it out at present. 
At the landing on Indian .Bay there are 5,000 bushels of corn, and 
through the settlement within 5 miles of the landing there are about 
25,000 bushels of corn. 

- Our troops have never been in the settlement but once before, and | 
that was a year ago last September. The country is well supplied 
to feed guerrillas, as nearly all.are strong secesh. I recruited 6 good 
soldiers for the battery of African descent. I took some meat for 
the command, but they would not take Uncle Sam’s receipt, and I 
guess the boys got some secesh chickens that had not taken the oath 
to the United States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

CHAS. O;CONNELL, 
Captain Company G, 15th Illinois Cavalry, Comdg. Scout, 


Capt. T. C. MEATYARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


_ FEBRUARY 5-17, 1864—Scout from Houston, Mo. into Arkansas, 
Sons ie cates Alves  elcheraghies. © a ioe ab 


Z 


alry. 


HEADQUARTERS Post or Houston, — 
Houston, Mo., February 18, 1864. 


ao Report of Capt. Richard Murphy, Fifth Missouri State Militia Oav- 


a 


Gi prany T have the honor to report that the scout sent out 3 
from this post on the 5th instant, under command of Lieutenant 


Boyd, returned yesterday. Lieutenant Boyd’s report shows that he 
penetrated several miles into Arkansas, and was at one time within 


about 3 miles of Colonel Freeman’s camp, though at the time not — 


aware of his proximity. From information gained, the lieutenant 
says Freeman’s whole force may be estimated at from 400 to 500 


men, and that they are very poorly armed and supplied with ammu- 


nition. The scout was frequently fired on from the brush while — 


as below Thomasville. The lieutenant returned the fire a number of 


times and in this way killed 7 of the guerrillas, including Colonel 


Freeman’s quartermaster, Lieutenant Lamb. He also captured and — 


- brought in 3 prisoners, 8 horses, 2 mules, and a few worthless guns. 


I would respectfully suggest that if a scout of about three com- — 
panies was sent down to Spring River and allowed to remain there 


for a fortnight, they could effectually break up this band of thieves. 
' Lieutenant Boyd reports that there is plenty of forage for a force of 


300 for the period mentioned, and that subsistence can easily be 


obtained for that number of men. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD MURPHY, 
Captain, Commanding. 
Capt. J. KOVELL, : 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Rolla, Mo. 


FEBRUARY 6-10, 1864.—Scout in the Sni Hills, Mo. 
- Report of Capt. Charles F. Coleman, Ninth Kansas Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Pleasant Hill, Mo., February 11, 1864. 


Captain: After hunting bushwhackers faithfully for four days, I 


returned late last night to this place, with all the troops under my 
command. I did not meet with as good success as I had hoped to, 
but did finally succeed in driving them out of the Sni Hills, in which 
place I think there were about 200 of them. We found them in 
parties numbering from 10 to 40, but they were so watchful and so 


wild that we could not get anything but a running fight out of them, ° 


of which kind we had a good many. We took 2 horses from them, 
wounded 1. They have all gone east and northeast. T intend to 
‘bushwhack them when they return. 

C. F. COLEMAN, 


= Captain, Commanding 
Capt. J. M. Hapiry, : 


Act. Asst, Adjt. Gen., Dist of the Border 


eRUEN 


4 ree ee ee ‘ yO Se n 
Brig., Gen. Hamilton P. Bee, C. 8. Army. — 
pein HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD, 
“ ae nies Hwings Plantation, February %, 1864 
_ $i: I have the honor to report that the enemy fired sixty-six shots _ 
the fort at the mouth of Caney with great accuracy, wounding ee! 
_men and 3 horses. The command behaved with great coolness, 


ree 


hen an official report is made I will forward a copy for the infor- | 


ion of the major-general commanding, 
- Very eee aah your obedient servant, os = 
a ee pee se a: Bie coved SsbA Wagon gee 
2 _ Brigadier-General, — . 


a Brigadier-General SLAUGHTER, Ohief of Staff. 


a tR 


f- 


FEBRUARY 7, 1864,—Skirmish at Vidalia, La, 


_ Report of Lieut. Col. Hubert A. McCaleb, Second Mississippi Heavy — 
Say Artillery, African Descent. ae Sega 
Hpgrs. 2D MIississipp1 ARTILLERY, AFRICAN DESCENT, 
: Natchez, Miss., February 9, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I most respectfully submit the following asacorrect 
account of the action of my command, in pursuance to your orderof 
the 7th instant, which was received by me at 2.30 p.m. of same date: 
You will get your command in readiness and cross the river by the first boat to ” 
Vidalia, La., and report to Colonel Farrar, who is being pressed by overwhelming Fad 
numbers of the enemy. eon 
Upon receiving the order, I at once formed a line of every able- = 
bodied man in camp, and leaving instructions with the senior conva- 
lescent officer to detail a camp guard from the convalescents, I started => 
on double-quick to the landing with seven companies, numbering in | 
all 432 men. To account clearly for the remainder of my command ~— _ 
I will call your attention to orders issued by you some time since, 
detaching one company (A), under command of Capt. James T. 
Organ, as mounted scouts for the post of Vidalia, and one battalion 
(Third) of four companies, under Maj. George D, Reynolds, to take 
charge of the siege guns in the fortifications surrounding Camp Mc- 
Pherson. This latter battalion being not armed with small-arms, I 
deemed it prudent to let them remain at Camp McPherson, although 
- both officers and men begged eagerly for permission to accompany me. 
On arriving at the landing I was met by Colonel Kent, who ordered 
me to embark with my command on the steamer Diligent as quickly 
as possible, which was done at the double-quick, and at the tap of 
the bell the lines were unfastened and we were sailing to help our com- 
rades at Vidalia. At the landing on the Louisiana shore there was 
an orderly with orders from Colonel Farrar to form my line of battle 
in front of the levee and await further orders; this was soon done, 
and soon an order came from Colonel Farrar to move out on the 
Trinity road 150 yards and form a new line, with one battalion of three 
companies on the right, under command of Maj. Charles W. Smith, 
the other of four companies on the left of the road, commanded by 
myself, to support the section of artillery planted directlyin the road, 
with an interval between of sufficient space to work the artillery. 
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tles. This checked the advance of their skirmishers, who were now 
from 75 to 100 paces in front of our line. ; 

On their main body came in splendid style, carrying their arms at — 
a support, presenting a most formidable front, until within about _ 
150 or 200 yards distant, when I received orders from Colonel Farrar 
» to open fire, which I immediately gave tothe men, and they executed 
it by giving one splendid volley, well aimed. This caused the enem 
to falter and lie down. Iimmediately ordered the men to load, whic! 
they did with great coolness, and with one more well-aimed volley 
the*rebel ranks were broken, and their men, panic-stricken, ranaway — 
in great confusion. J ordered my men to load and fire by file at the 
fleeing mob, and with difficulty prevented them from breaking ranks 
to follow the enemy, their anxiety being great to do so. I received 
no orders to advance. I held my position until a late hour at night, 
when I received orders to fall back to the levee. 

Thus a force of 300 colored soldiers put to flight, in great confu- 
sion, four or five times their number of the chivalrous enemy, with 
a loss to them of 1 killed, 5 wounded (some mortally), and a num- 
ber of prisoners. Nota man of my command was hurt. The line 
officers and men did their whole duty. Capt. James T. Organ, com- 
manding two companies, maneuvered them with skill and behaved 
with gallantry. 

Maj. Charles W. Smith, commanding battalion in reserve, informs 
me that he and the line officers of his command were obliged to place 
themselves before their men with drawn swords, and threaten sum- 
mary punishment to the first man who would attempt to quit the 
ranks to join their comrades fighting in the front, their eagerness to 
be engaged being almost irrepressible. k 

To Surgeons Ferris, Peal, and Mitchell are due the thanks of the 
officers and men of the regiment for their thoughtfulness in follow- 
ing with the means to make the men comfortable. 

Hoping the action of my command will meet your approval, I 
have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

H. A. McCALEB, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Second Mississippi Artillery. 
Lieutenant Bozman, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Camp McPherson. 
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Report of Col. Robert Te, aohnigaton, First Vist Cavalry. 


_ Hpgrs. DiIsTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ee : 7 
_ Batesville, Ark., February 10, 1864, 


;CoLonut: Thave the oaar to report that a scouting party of 100 S 
- men, consisting of 40 men First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry and | 
— 60 men Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, under command of Lieutenant- 
_ Colonel Stephens, while hunting a large band of guerrillas, ran into 
PiColonel Freeman’s regiment of 600 Confederate soldiers, Colonel 
Stephens had divided his forces, sending Captain Majors, of the First 
_ Nebraska, with 40 men of his regiment in one direction and he — 
_ moving with the remainder toward the enemy. Thisimprudentact | 
was committed under the impression that Freeman had only about «« . 
100 men, but the colonel was immediately surrounded and fiercely _ ae 
attacked by overwhelming numbers. He charged, running the © | 
gauntlet for nearly twenty minutes through their forces, losing 6 
men killed and 8 wounded off their horses, together with 8 captured 
by reason of their horses being shot from under them. Colonel 
Fptephens succeeded in cutting his way through them, and estimates 
- the enemy’s loss at 22 killed and many wounded, ; 
In the mean time Captain Majors, hearing the skirmish, hastened : 
to the scene, but before reaching Colonel Stephens was also sur- 
rounded and attacked. He charged the enemy, killing 6 and cap-  - ~* 
turing 6 others with their arms, horses, and equipments, as he ie 
‘rushed through them without the loss of a single man or horse, — 
The enemy’s forces consisted of Colonel Coleman’ s, Colonel Love’s,. 
~ and Colonel Freeman’s regiments. They were well armed and 
mounted ; apparently had abundance of ammunition, as a running ra 
fight was kept up for a distance of 8 miles. The enemy are very 
numerous around me, and [am constantly at work among them. I 
am, however, hampered in my movements by being compelled to 
keep a sufficient force at this station to defend the stores we have on 
hand. 
I ought to have another battalion of cavalry at the least, though . 
I do not ask for more tr oops, as I feel amply able to whip the enemy 
should they molest me. If, however, I had more men I could scour 
the country and rid it of these pestiferous hybrids, who infest the 
swamps and mountains of this district. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Colonel First Regt. Nebraska Cavalry, Comdg. Dist. 


Lieut. Col. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ee ADDENDA# obey ; 


- February 2.—The steamer Mill Boy was wrecked about 9 miles - 
above Jacksonport ; forage and subsistence stores lost; the gun on — 
“board was saved. A detachment First Nebraska Cavalry, under ~ 


Lieutenant Murphy, ordered to Devall’s Bluff for another boat, but 
returned, as the streams were so swollen. Captain Dunscomb, Third 
Arkansas Cavalry, who left this ay January 30 for Little Rock 
returned ; left this place on the 4th for Little Rock, taking the roa 


on this side of the White River; all ferry-boats destroyed. Gen- — 
eral McRae in possession of the south side of the Red River, . 


February 4.—Lieutenant Moore, First Nebraska Cavalry, left 
Batesville with 53 men for Smithville, Evening Shade, and Hook- 
ram; returned February 9. . wae 

February 6.—A. flag of truce arrived from Colonel Freeman, in 


charge of Captain Wolf, rendering up 4 men taken while on picket 
by Colonel Freeman’s forces. F 
February 7’.—Sixty men Eleventh Missouri Cavalry and 8 men - 


Fourth Arkansas Mounted Infantry, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stephens, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, 40 men First Nebraska 
Cavalry, under command of Captain Majors, same regiment, on a 
scout toward Smithville; ;returned on the 10th. 


February 9.—Steamer Dove arrived at this point. Left on the ) 


11th with the mail up to the 10th instant, inclusive; also 98 pris- 


oners. Four squadrons of First Nebraska Cavalry, detached to 
Jacksonport for the purpose of guarding commissary and quarter- 


master’s stores since January 18, returned. ; 

February 12.—Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer, with 350 men of the 
First Arkansas Cavalry, left Batesville to attack Freeman’s com- 
mand; returned February 20. Same day a flag cf truce from Col- 
onel Freeman arrived, in charge of Lieutenant Wasson, C. 8. Army, 
rendering up Capt. P. B. Rouch, Company L, Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, and 23 enlisted men Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 

February 19.—A. forage train of thirty-five wagons, escorted by 
50 men of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry and 50 men of the Fourth 
Arkansas Mounted Infantry, under command of Captain Castle, 
Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, was attacked about 12 miles from Bates- 
ville by a band under command of Captain Rutherford, C. 8. Army. 
Captain Castle and 2 men killed, 2 wounded, 29 captured, besides a 
number of teamsters. Immediately upon having received informa- 
tion 400 men were sent out. Colonel Livingston took command, but 
the enemy had fled. 

February 20,—A flag of truce from Captain Rutherford, in charge 
of Captain Monkin, First Arkansas Cavalry, OC. 8. Army, arrived. 
Same day another flag of truce, from Colonel Love, commanding 


scouts, C. 8. Army, arrived in charge of Sergeant Cooper. 


February 25.—A scout of 200 men Fourth Arkansas Mounted In- 
fantry, in charge of Colonel Baxter, was sent out to recapture the 
mules, &c., captured by Captain Rutherford on the 19th instant. 

February 27.—A detachment of 75 men of the First Nebraska 
Cavalry, under command of Captain Ribble, and 24 men Eleventh 
Missouri Cavalry, under command of Captain Kauffman, were sent 
out to re-enforce Colonel Baxter. Scout not returned yet. 
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Col. John W. Stephens, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry 


: commanding expedition, 


 Hoars. Detacu. ELEVENTH Cav., MissourRI VoLs., 
is Gametee Batesville, Ark., February 10, 1864. — 
APTAIN: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to a special 
r issued from the headquarters District of Northeastern Arkan- 
dated February 7, 1864, I moved the same day with a detach- _ 
ent of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry and First Nebraska Cavalry, — 
consisting of 4 officers and 64 men of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, | 
and Capt. T. J. Majors and 40 men of the First Nebraska Cavalry, — 
_ together with 8 men of the Fourth Arkansas Infantry, to attack the ~ 
camp of Colonel Freeman, then supposed to be encamped on the | 
Smithville road, about 25 miles from this point. On my arrival at 
the point designated, I found that the camp had broken up, and that = 
Colonel Freeman had moved with his command northwardly. 1 
then, upon consultation with Captain Majors, determined to follow 
— him, and attack him wherever I might find him. In accordance 

with this determination I moved the command through Smithville 
_ toa point on Spring River, known as the Widow Marshall’s, where ~ 
- I received the first definite information of the whereabouts of the Res 

enemy’s forces, he having left that point the same day and moved  — 

up Spring River westwardly to a point known as Morgan’s Mill,near © 

the mouth of Martin’s Creek. Finding that the men were fatigued, = | 

and that my horses were not in a condition to attack his camp that : 
night, I halted the command and encamped. : 

_ Early the next morning, the command took up its line of march . 

up both sides of Spring River, the detachment of the First Nebraska - 
Cavalry, under Captain Majors, moving up the south side of the a 

river to a point known as the farm of the Widow Crawford. With 

the remaining portion of the command, consisting of the Fourth 

Arkansas Infantry and Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, I moved cau- 

tiously up the north side of the river, crossing at Marshall’s Ford, 

Captain Majors being ordered, in case of an attack either by me upon 

the enemy, or any attack by them upon me, to-cross the river at the 

nearest point and effect a junction as rapidly as possible. About 7 ~ 

miles from the point at which I started I encountered the enemy’s | 

pickets, and immediately drove them in. My information previous 

to this time had led me to believe that the enemy did not number 

over 200 effective men, but, as it was afterward ascertained, he had 

been re-enforced during the night by about 300 men under Lieuten- 

ant-Colonel Coleman and Colonel Love, making his entire effective 

force in the neighborhood of 450 men. As soon as I ascertained this 

fact I halted my command, consisting in all of 72 officers and men, 

and determined to attack the enemy previous to his forming his line 

of batttle. ~To accomplish this object I ordered the command to 

take position on a hill which fronted the creek, from which I ex- 

pected the enemy to debouch; he, however, had anticipated my 

movements, and had already taken a position on a hill still higher 

up and immediately in my rear, his front occupying a narrow ridge 

on both sides of the Salem road, with his flanks extending down the 

sloping ravines on my right and left. Observing this disposition of 

the enemy, and during my temporary absence in another part of the 

field, Lieutenant Warrington, my acting adjutant, acting under pre- 
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a instructions Hopi ive: formed the battalion into — 
‘column of fours by the right, and charged the front of the enemy. — 


Under a heavy fire the column moved to a position in front of the — 


line formed by the eat and opened fire with considerable effect. 
_ Part of the men were still i 


from the enemy’s works, this little band of about 25 men, forming 


hae my advance, stood their ground, keeping the enemy at bay, and at_ 
one time breaking the center of their front line of-battle. This — 
advantage I was unable to improve for want of a force with which 


to charge the enemy, the men still in the rear not coming up as 
- promptly as I had expected and ordered. . ck a 
~ Inthe mean time my flanks were turned, and in order to prevent 
my being entirely surrounded I gave the order to retreat to a new 
position in a dense thicket on the opposite side of Martin’s Creek. 
~ Overwhelmed by numbers, I was forced to abandon this position, 
and as rapidly as possible and the nature of the ground would per- 
mit I again retreated in the direction of Captain Majors’ command, 
which I supposed, by this time, had reached the mill. In this I 
was prevented by the enemy, who appeared in force on the hill 
commanding the mill road. But one chance remained for me 
to escape from the overwhelming force with which I was contend- 
ing, and that was to follow an old road, which led up the hills, and 
take possession of the ridge. I did so immediately, closely pursued 
by the enemy. Forming my men on the ridge I made astand and 
opened fire. This held them in check, but I was again flanked and 
forced to retreat along the ridge to another point, which gave me a 
favorable position with which to retard their pursuit. In this man- 
ner, for nearly 8 miles, | kept up a running fight until the enemy 
ceased pursuing us, and gave my now exhausted men and horses a 
chance to recover their energies. Still retreating, I crossed the 


river at Walker’s Ford, 12 miles west of the scene of action, unmo-_ 


lested by the enemy, and hearing nothing of Captain Majors, took 
up my line of march for Batesville, where I arrived without further 
Oss. 

For an account of the part taken by Captain Majors in this action 
I beg leave to respectfully refer to his report, but must state that 
but for the gallant charge made by him on the enemy, in their rear, 
and while I was fighting them on the hills, I must have inevitably 
been surrounded and my entire command captured.* By the truly 
gallant and efficient manner in which the task assigned him was per- 
formed, fearlessly charging a largely superior force of the enemy, 
who possessed every advantage of position, he demonstrated what 
has already been shown, that ‘‘ courage and determination will over- 
come greatly superior numbers.” 

Captain Rouch, of the Eleventh Cavalry, who was, toward the 
last of the engagement, unfortunately taken prisoner by the enemy 


by reason of his horse being shot from under him, displayed great 


coolness, decision, and promptness in obeying all orders given by me. 
To Lieutenants Warrington and Harris great praise is due for the 
gallantry and determination displayed by them during the entire 
fight, always in the front, encouraging the men under their com- 
mand, and by their personal efforts in retarding the pursuit and in 


* Majors’ report not found. 


> n the rear, and efforts were made to bring © “ 
them up. At this juncture I reached the scene of action and as- 
sumed command. For the space of ten minutes, under a terrific fire 
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one-half | 
g killed, 


Pantry. =. a: 
My thanks are due to the men under my command, with a few 
_ cowardly exceptions, for the courage displayed on this occasion. 
_ Tam unable to state the exact loss of the enemy, but am fully sat- — 
_isfied that it will amount to an aggregate of 65 killed, wounded, and 


missing, including the prisoners taken by Captain Majors. 
~ _ In conclusion, 1 would respectfully recommend Lieut. John A, | 

Warrington to the favorable consideration of the commanding 
officer of the district, in order that he may receive the promotion due 
~ him for his gallant services during this action. . i eine 
— Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


JOHN W. STEPHENS, = 


. Lieut. Col. Eleventh Cav., Commanding Detachment. = 
' Capt. H. C. FILLEeBrown, . eae 
: _ Assistant Adjutant-General, Batesville, Ark. a y 


FEBRUARY 11, 1864.—Descent upon Lamar, Tex. se. 
: Report of Capt. EK. P. Upton, Local Defense Company of Refugio 


. County. : 
- Hpaers. LocaL DEFENSE CoMPANY OF REFUGIO Co., 
y Lamar, February 13, 1864, 


Sir: In my communication of the 11th instant, by special courier, F, 

I informed you of the landing of the enemy at this place in consider- 
able force. Early on the morning of the 11th the enemy landed 75 
men under 3 officers—a captain and 2 lieutenants (Lowa troops). 
They took down the large warehouse here, and removed all they 
could carry of it on board the large scow they brought with them, 
The men were then turned loose, as it seems, for indiscriminate 
plunder. They entered almost all the houses and took whatever 
they desired, defenseless families suffering the most. Just before 
dark the enemy hauled out into the bay and anchored. Early in 
the morning of the 12th, they returned toward the shore in their 
barges and boarded the schooner Lizzie Bacon, which lies sunk 
near the beach. They pumped her out, and after an ineffectual at- 
tempt to get her out they abandoned her, proceeded to their large 
scow, set sail, and at sundown of the 12th were out of sight. They 
stood toward the pass of Aransas. By design I directed J. B. 
Wells, esq., a member of my company and resident of Lamar, to 
enact the quiet citizen and meet the enemy upon their landing. He 
derived from the 3 officers before mentioned the following: They 
told him that all of Corpus Christi had come over to them ; that 


nd a Texas regiment. 


- During the invasion of the enemy on the 11th, a small boat was 


geen coming from Saint Mary’s. To my astonishment she stood on 


and landed on the beach just above the enemy, when the 2 men in 
her leaped ashore and started to run across the prairie. They were 
pursued, fired at several times, and captured without injury. Mr. 
‘Wells informed me they were a lieutenant of Captain Hobby’s com- 
pany, Colonel Hobby’s regiment, and one T. Beran, whom the lieu- 
tenant had employed at Saint Mary’s to bring him to Lamar. The 
lieutenant is from Bee County; name unknown. My scouts from 
Saint Joseph’s inform me as follows: Every building of any size on 
Saint Joseph’s has been removed to Mustang, where a city seems to 


‘be rising. The fortifications are all on Mustang. The enemy only 


occasionally cross to Saint Joseph’s in large parties to hunt cattle, 


_&e., which have become very wild from constant shooting among 


them and want of water. Their communication with Saluria is now 
by water. On Mustang is now a large force of cavalry, &c. From 
Black Jack Reef, Saint Mary’s, Carlos Head; and Nine-Mile Point 
(Live Oak) all is quiet. ' 
Among the recent invaders were several citizens of Corpus 
Christi ; one Anderson (captain) and his son were the most conspicu- 
ous. Certain it is that every movement here was well known to the 
enemy. I have determined in consequence to stop all communica- 
tion with Corpus until ordered otherwise, as well as the islands. 
* * # * * * * 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rs: P- UPTON; 
Captain, Comdg. Local Defense Co., Refugio County. 


Col. JamMES DUFF, 
Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Victoria, Tex. 


FEBRUARY 11, 1864.—Skirmishes near Madisonville, La. 
Report of Lieut. Henry P. Anderson, Third Maryland Cavalry. 


MADISONVILLE, La., Mebrwary 12, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to respectfully submit the following report 
for your observation : 

On the morning of the 11th of February, at 3 a. m.,-a detachment _ 
of the Third Maryland Cavalry, consisting of Capt. Adolph Bery 
(the commanding officer), First Lieut. Henry P. Anderson, 4sergeants, — 
3 corporals, and 23 privates, of Squadron C, and Lieutenant Moore, 
20 men, and non-commissioned officers of Squadron D; also Dr. 
Stevenson, ambulance and driver, and a guide by the name of Bailey ; 
all of which started for the point named in your instructions to the 
commanding officer. ‘The command having reached the pickets on 
the Ponchatoula road, an advance guard was immediately sent out, 


: 12 men of Squa 

‘lem: 1m, after traveling a distance of 2 

0 a. m., without molestation or difficulty. The property 
ediately searched, but nothing wasfound creating suspicio 
x<cepting several camp or picket fires on and about the premise 
One man, pretending to be a brother-in-law of Mrs. Fleming, w: 
arrested and closely questioned. He denied all knowledge of the 


$ emy being there, or of their whereabouts, which proved contra- — 
_dictory to the statement of Mrs. Fleming, who acknowledged the 
_ presence of rebel soldiers upon the farm.’ During the examination — 
of the prisoner the report was brought by Corporal Henkel, of 
_ Squadron C, to Lieutenant Moore, that a rebel soldier was seen by ~ 
him standing upon a fence on the edge of the woods about 200 yards _ 
_ distant, in an opposite direction from the house, endeavoring appar-~_ 
ently to find out the strength of our force. Lieutenant Moore pro- 
_ ceeded immediately with his advance guard to ¢apture him, and if — 
possible to discover the vicinity of others. At the same time Lieu- 
_ tenant Anderson, with a few men, by taking the road to the left, 
_ joined in the pursuit. Arriving at the river a junction was formed 
with Lieutenant Moore, after which, and unexpectedly, we were 
_ greeted by a volley of musketry from the other side of the river, 
Lieutenant Moore at the same time receiving a wound in his back near = 
his right shoulder blade. The depth of the river, the wantof crossing, 
and the impenetrability of the bushes prevented farther pursuit, or 
any means of discovering the strength or whereabouts of the enemy. Se 
We were therefore compelled to fall back on the reserve. A con- | 
sultation was immediately held, Captain Bery deciding to cross the 
_ river by some means with his whole force (excepting 10 men who 
were left at the house of said Fleming, for the protection of Lieu- 
- tenant Moore and Dr. Stevenson), pursue the enemy, andif possible | 
overtake them. The guide, Mr. Bailey, advised Captain Bery to give 
up his plan of pursuit, on the ground that in all probability the 
enemy were lying in ambush with numbers superior to our own; 
- that we would encounter an almost interminable swamp, and he 
- (Captain Bery) would thereby only incur a needless slaughter and 
a disastrous defeat. In consequence thereof Captain Bery gave up 
his idea of pursuit, formed his column, and withdrew his force upon 
the road leading to Mr. Hennen’s farm; Lieutenant Moore at the 
same time being properly cared for and placed in the ambulance, 
which was sent with a guard to the rear of the new advance sent out 
by Captain Bery. 

Lieutenant Anderson at this time, with 15 men, formea the rear 
guard. After having proceeded about a quarter of a mile several 
shots were fired from a deserted house upon the roadside, after which 
Lieutenant Anderson deployed his rear guard as skirmishers in a 
half-circle, in order to cover the retreat of the main body. Suddenly 
and unexpectedly we were attacked by a flanking movement which 
left us but one way of escape. Several volleys, however, were given 
in return, both by the skirmishers and the main body. The next 
moment the enemy came down upon us in a full charge, yelling and 
whooping. From the best of my and my men’s judgment, I should 
conclude their number to be from 70 to 100 men. In the mean time 
the horse of Captain Bery was shot from under him, which left him, * 
in the rear of his column, and consequently, left without a com- 
mander, the men became panic-stricken at seeing their commander 
down and in the hands of the enemy, which caused them to' break 
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couple of miles, but the guide objected upon the ground that a creek _ 
was running close by, the enemy in sight upon our left, and should | 
-_-we halt in all probability-in a few moments we would be cut off and 
all means of escape futile. He stated that the only chance we had 
was in gaining the turnpike road, which we reached in safety. The — 
doctor was forced to leave and abandon his ambulance and contents 
and seek refuge with the main body in retreat. The men, when ~ 

_ spoken to of the manner in which they retreated, replied they would | 
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never stand with such a weapon as the carbine they now have. My | 
- sergeants state, of their own personal knowledge, two out of every — 
_ threeshots missed fire. They also state the men wouldonly be throw- 
_ sing away their lives to no purpose whatever, and without benefit to 
any one. 
Our loss consisted, in Squadron OC, of 1 captain, 1 corporal, 1 
private, besides 3 horses with equipments, 3 carbines, 2 sabers with 
accouterments, 2 saber blades, 1 pistol ; in Squadron D, 1 lieutenant, 
_ 2 carbines, 1 saber blade, 1 horse with equipments. Wounded and — 
- missing : Squadron C—Capt. Adolph Bery, missing; Corpl. John C. | 
_  Klinke, wounded and missing; Private Wilhelm Engel, wounded 
and missing; Squadron D—Lieutenant. Moore, wounded and miss- — 
_ . ing; Squadron G—Private B. K. Jones (driver), missing; also 1 _ 
‘ ambulance, contents, and the 2 horses. 
All of which is most respectfully submitted as the true result of —_ 
the scout by you ordered. | 
Very respectfully, yours, 
HENRY P. ANDERSON, 
First Lieutenant, Commanding Company C. 
Maj. Byron Kirpy, 
Commanding Third Maryland Cavalry. 


FEBRUARY 12, 1864, Affair near the California House, Mo. 


Report of Maj. Waldemar Fischer, Fifth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


WAYNESVILLE, Mo., February 12; 1864. 

CoLONEL : The stage going west was attacked this morning, 4 miles 
west of the California House, escorted by 9 men of the Eighth Cav- 
alry, Missouri State Militia. One man of the Highth Missouri State . 
Militia was killed; bushwhackers, 20. I have sent as many men after 
them as Ican spare. The Eighth, from the Gasconade, has like- 
wise sent an escort.behind the bushwhackers, 

W. FISCHER, 


a Major, Commanding Post. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eppstein, 
Commanding District. of Rolla, 
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el Freeman’s command. Weather was clear and plensane 24 
_ Started in a northeasterly direction and traveled 6 miles and then — 
halted to close up the column. At noon we crossed junction’ of | 
_ Mount Olive and Hookram and Mount Olive and Batesville roads. — 
Just before reaching this point met. two flags of truce from Free- 
-— man’s command, bringing in Captain Rouch and 18 privates of the 


_ skirmishers in the hills, and halted for ten minutes to rest the ani- — 
mals; distance to this point,12 miles. At 1.30 p.m. passed Curia — 
_ Post-Office, taking Hookram road; distance, 15 miles. At 2 p.m. | 
— crossed road coming in from northeast; at 3 p.m. halted and fed at _ 
— McCord’s on the Hookram road, 20 miles from Batesville. Up to _ 
_ this point we passed no plantations that had either forage or beef- — 
_ cattle. One mile from McCord’s struck headwaters of Spring Creek 
and followed down its valley to Hookram. Passing through Hook- 
ram. we turned in a westerly direction and pushed on to Widow Mar- 
_ tin’s, 24 miles distant from Hookram. We camped here for the night 
and had corn and fodder for the animals. Mrs. Love (Widow Mar- 
tin’s daughter) has two head of beef-cattle (poor), which she is desir- 


- ‘ous of selling. Gave receipts for all forage used. One mile east of 
~ Widow Martin’s crossed Salem road. Day’s march, 28 miles. 

- February 13.—Left camp at 6 a.m.; weather cloudy, wind north- 
west. Traveled west three-fourths of a mile through a level bot- 
tom; crossed tributary of Strawberry, and proceeding one-fourth of 
- amile farther, crossed main Strawberry, and passed house of Widow 
Mosier ; saw but little corn here, no fodder, 5 head very small cattle. 
Pushed forward and halted at crossing of Hookram and Batesville 
and Batesville and Salem roads to await junction of forces under 
command of Captains Majors and Potts. Command formed junc- 
tion at 8.30a.m. At 10a. m. started on Salem road, having sent 
two squadrons for forage. After traveling one-fourth of a mile, 
crossed road running east and west and passed plantation of Mr. 
Jacks; no fodder, but little corn, and no cattle fit for use. One-half 
mile farther, same road, passed Hycomb’s house; no forage or cat- 
tle. One-half mile farther passed Brown’s and changed direction to 
northwest, taking road to Ash Flat, crossing at intervals of 1 mile 
each eight roads leading to the northeast. Pursued this route for 8 
miles and crossed a small stream at Couch’s house. No forage or 
cattle. One-fourth mile farther we came to Simpson’s plantation, 
where we halted (it being noon), fed, and let the men get their din- 
ners. Sent out parties in different directions to search for informa- 
tion of the enemy. One of the parties returned, bringing as a pris- 
oner Captain Adams, a noted character. No definite information 
was obtained. Left Simpson’s at 4.50 p. m., and started for Widow 
Davidson’s, on the Yellville and Jackson road, distant 6 miles; ar- 
riving there we found that she had but 50 bushels of corn, and we 


“a 


yeh 


Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, for exchange. At cross-roads deployed sath 
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then took a northeasterly 


or Phillips’. 


course f 


en route to 


Phillips’ we rps a Mr. Smiley ; he was riding a mule and hada ~ 


~ McClellan sad 


| e and bridle; he stated that he was going to Lunen- — 
burg to attend to some business before a Masonic lodge. Took him ~ 


with us as a prisoner. Arrived at Phillips’ at 7 p.m. and camped; — 


plenty of forage for the animals. Rained during the night. 
February 14.—Weather cloudy, with a little rain; left camp at 

6a. m. and traveled in a northeasterly direction for 2 miles, when 

we crossed a spring branch and passed the house of a Mr, Wolf, who 


has a cotton-gin and press. There was no forage at this place and — 


the land did not seem to have been cultivated during the past year. 


Pushing on 1 mile farther on the same course we passed Hall’s plan- 


tation. He had no forage, but we saw 5 head of work-cattle. One- 


Pra 


half mile farther we came to Smith’s farm. There was a large _ 


amount of land cleared, but little of it had been cultivated, and_ 


they had only corn enough for bread for the family. There was no 
beef-cattle on the place. Took Smith along with us. Pushed on 43 
miles farther over a good road, and then turned to the eastward ; 
passed Wright’s house, in which we caught 2 of Freeman’s men. No 
forage or cattle. Pursued this course for 1 mile, and then changed 
direction to the northwest. Struck South Fork of Spring River ; 
followed up the valley for 1 mile, and crossed a creek at Smith’s 
Mill, where we halted for afew moments. Captured 1 of Freeman’s 
men at the house. No forage here, but-we saw about 20 head of 
young cattle, poor. At 10.20 moved on down South Fork, passing 
five plantations with not enough forage on either of them for a sin- 
gle feed for the animals of the command. At the last house saw 7 
head of small beef-cattle. Halted at noon at Taylor’s for five min 
utes. No forage there, but got 2 prisoners. Pushed on to Smith’s, 
9 miles southeast of Salem, where we fed. Whilst the animals were 
feeding, sent out a scouting party of 12 men, who returned with 2 
prisoners, said to belong to Freeman’s command, At 1.30 p. m, 
moved off in a northwesterly direction, and halted for five minutes 
at Captain Bryant’s farm. Found it completely cleaned out, and 
then took the direct road for Salem, where we arrived at 6 p. m. and 
halted. Sent the quartermaster with an escort to look for forage. 
At 6.30 moved in a southwest direction to Morris’, distant 24 miles, 
where we camped for the night. Got but little forage at this place. 
During the night it rained quite hard. 

February 15.—Weather cloudy, with light fall of rain. Command 
separated this morning and moved at daylight. Captain Majors, 
with three squadrons, moved in a westerly direction, with orders to 
continue on that course for 9 miles, and then, passing through Lu- 
nenburg, join the main command at Jennings’ farm, 6 miles from 
Hookram. The remaining portion of the command, comprising 
seven squadrons, moved in a southerly direction, and, after traveling 
2 miles, came to Strawberry Creek, and passing down the valley of 
that stream for 6 miles, halted at Martin’s. At this point we re- 
mained two hours. Just as we came in sight of the house 3 men 
darted out and made for the woods; several of the men. gave chase, 
but did not succeed in overtaking them. Fed at this place and sent 
two squadrons in different directions in search of beef-cattle, with 
instructions to rejoin the command at Livingston’s farm, 2 miles 
below our present camp. Leaving Martin’s, we pushed on down 
Strawberry Creek, passing the plantation of Mr. Roberts. No cattle 
or forage. Moved on to Livingston’s, where we found one of the 


hich had been sent out under, charge of Quartermaster Lowry, also 
turned and reported having killed 2 bushwhackers, Martin and: — 
but found no forage. They fired and burned a crib of corn at 
rtin’s, as we could not carry itaway. From information gathered 
knew that this corn had been hidden for the use of a gang that — 
made Martin’s their headquarters. Pushing on half a mile farther, 
we passed Smith’s fatm ; large clearing, but little cultivated; some 
little fodder in a field, but no corn. Passed cross-roads and contin-~ : 
ued on a southerly course 2 miles farther, and came to another cross- 
roads. Sent one squadron in chase of a party of mounted men, whose _ 
fresh trail was seen leading to the eastward, and during their ab- 
sence, forty minutes, patrolled the roads in three directions. Squad- 
ron returned; met with no success. Started again inaneasterly 
_ direction, and after traveling 2 miles crossed the Batesville and = 
Salem road; one-half mile further crossed Strawberry Creek and = 
- moved on to Gault’s plantation, one-half mile from the creek, where © 
we camped; distance traveled, 21 miles. Found plenty of forage . — 
for the animals. Sent off scouting parties in different directions = 
_ during the night to gather information concerning the enemy and = 
— learn whereabouts of forage. 
 ~February 16.—Left camp at 7a. m., and traveled ina northeasterly 
direction for one-half a mile ; crossed Strawberry and continued on the 
same course until we arrived at Salem and Batesville road. Moved - 
down Batesville and Salem road 1 mile and then struck off to the — 
westward ; proceeded 1 mile on this course and halted and fedat | 
Mcllmurray’s ; remained there two hours and divided the command, 
sending the prisoners and led horses to Batesville, under escort of | 
detachments of Squadrons A and C of the First Nebraska Cavalry, : 
commanded by Lieutenants Griffin and Whitelock. The command . 
_ [marched] in a southeast direction 10 miles; passed through Wild 
Haws and halted for the night at 5 p. m. on the farmof a Mr. Phelps; 
found plenty of corn and fodder for the horses. 
February 17.—Left camp at 7 a. m., and marched in an easterly 
direction ; crossed the Salem and Batesville road, and at 8 a. m. 
halted to feed at Mr. Haliburton’s, 5 miles distant from our previous 
camp. Command separated at this place; one detachment, composed 
_ of Squadrons H, F, and K, under command of Captain Majors, moved 
on a road leading north around Hookram. Squadrons G and I, 
under command of Captain Weatherwax, [moved] on a road south 
with instructions to join the command at West’s plantation, 6 miles 
northeast of Hookram. The main command took the direct road to 
Hookram, passed through and camped at West’s at 3.30. Captain 
Majors arrived at 4 p.m. and Captain Weatherwax at 4.30 p. m. 
Captain Weatherwax reported having ran upon a squad of jayhawk- 
ers, numbering 6, who were in the act of plundering the house of a 
citizen, killed 3 and brought in 3 as prisoners. At dusk Squadrons 
K and F, in charge of Captain Lawler and Lieutenant Murphy, was 
sent from this place 10 miles northeast to Ash Flat and Richwoods ; 
they returned at 2a. m. next morning, bringing in 2 prisoners be- 
longing to Freeman’s command. Squadron H, Lieutenant Moore, 
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was sent at 6 p.m, mili 
midnight. At 9p. 


bringing ‘instructions from irectii ig me a 
I moved.at 


~ move on to Pocahontas. 


~ rebel captain of Shaver’s regiment. 
~ resumed the march ; 


farm of Mr. Lemons. ae 
ie February 19.—Resumed the march at 5 a.m. toward Pocahontas, _ 

crossing Spring River and Eleven Points River ; at the latter cross- j 
ing lost 1 man belonging to Company G by drowning. A scout was — 
here sent out, who came up with the command 4 miles from where I — 
_ had halted and reported having ran into a camp supposed to number 
. about 40. They were fired upon and were compelled to retreat to the 
eit command. One private of Company C was wounded bya shot in the _ 
foot. I immediately proceeded with the Second Battalion to their | 

-eampand found it deserted. No trace of the course they had taken 
could be found. I then returned and proceeded with the command to 
Pocahontas, where we arrived at 10a. m. Found but 2 or 3 rebelsin 
the place, and those escaped as we entered. <A ferry-boat load was 
crossing the river. Our advance fired upon the boat, wounding 1 
man. The party inthe boat gained the shore and sought protection 
behind trees and logs. On the opposite shore and a short distance 
farther down the stream a company of rebels were posted also behind 
trees and logs. A brisk fire of a few minutes was kept up between 
them and our advance. A number of horses were tied on the bank 
within range. They succeeded in getting all away except 4; these 
my men shot. Finding therewas no enemy on this side of the river, 
that there was no way of crossing, and no forage to be had, I deemed 
it impracticable to pursue them farther, and at 2 p. m. started on 
the return. I could not hear of the whereabouts of Porter’s com- 
mand, and from all information I could gather do not believe there 

_ has ever been any such a force in that neighborhood. We pushedon 
mee 14 miles, and at 6 o’clock p. m. halted to feed the animals. At this 

place met your messenger ordering me to return to Batesville. Re- 

mained here until 7.30 p.m., then moved on 21 miles, and at 2a. m., 

February 20, halted at Johnson’s plantation ; remained here until 

4.30.a. m.,when I resumed the march. At 8a. m. halted to feed; 

remained 2 hours, and proceeded to Batesville, where we arrived at 

3.30 p.m. Hound forage and beef-cattle very scarce between Poca- 

hontas and this place. In accordance with orders from district head- 

quarters 2 of the jayhawkers captured on the 18th instant were shot ° 

' on the 19th. One Barker, a jayhawker, also was shot in trying to 
escape. 

The total loss on the part of the enemy was, killed, 8; wounded, 1; 
captured, 31, Three took the oath of allegiance and were released. 
Four horses killed and about 50 were brought in with the command. 
Arms and equipments taken were destroyed. Loss on part of our 
forces during the expedition was, drowned, 1; wounded, 1; horges, 12 
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: | “WM. BAUMER, 
. fpr ctel Col. First Nebraska Oan., ei Harpeditio 
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f BRUARY oe 1864. Expedition Bec Helena up the Saint Francis 
Py ope River, Ark. 


- | Report of Capt. Charles O'Connell, Fifteenth Tilinois Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. COMPANY, G, Frrreenti ILLINoIs CAVALRY, - 
F, Helena, Ark., February 15, 1864, 


_ §1r: [have the honor to submit the following report of a scout up — 
Saint Francis River, February 14, 1864: 
TT left Helena, Ark., at 5 p.m. . February 13, 1864, in sbieane of 
100 men Fifteenth Tilinois Cavalry, and 30 men Third Arkansas, 
_ African Descent. Proceeded up Saint Francis River on steamer 
~ Hamilton Bell; arrived at Shrimp’s Landing at 10 p. m.; disembarked — 
cavalry, and ordered the boat, under command of Captain —— tO 
cross to an islandiand remain until daylight February 14; then pr O- si 
_ ceed to Linden, on Saint Francis River, and await my arrival. Itook ee 
road leading. to the hills; pressed g euides. The night was very dark 
and rainy. Arrived at "the house of Major Dawson ; searched for 
- themajor, but did not succeed in finding him. I then divided the ; 
~ command; sent Captain Wier with his company with orders to go Bi. 
- around by the house of Major Dawson’s father-in-law (object, to ane 
MY 


catch the major). I proceeded to John McDaniel’s; there awaited 
the arrival of Captain Wier and company. He arrived at 6a. m. 
had captured Captain Nall in arms away from his home before dug 
light; fed horses at McDaniel’s, then proceeded on road to Madison ; 
arrived there at 1la.m. Sent Captain Wier with Company C on 
one road into Madison, while I with the rest of the command went 
in on another road, in order to prevent persons from leaving town. 
We captured 1 soldier. I sent for all male citizens to report at the 
court-house. I learned from Dr. Pillow that Captain Stewart and 4 
men were in town awaiting my arrival to be captured. I brought 
them to Helena to obtain their parole. 

I was in Dr. Pillow’s house conversing with him when I heard 
firing on picket-post. Immediately sent orders to Captain Wier to 
have his company mount and re-enforce the picket. J mounted my 
horse and started for the picket-post ; saw 2 rebels running through 
the woods and pickets firing at them. I changed my course and 

roceeded on right-hand road leading toward railr oad, with view of 

eading them off until Captain Wier “with his company could arrive. 
When opposite them I ordered them to halt. One of them fired at 
me. I fired at the one in advance, while the rear one changed, his 
course and went toward the railroad. I pursued the advancing one, 
and after passing the rear one, he turned and followed me, continu- 
ing to fire at me, I firing at the advancing one. At that time some 
of the men had come upon the right flank of the rear man. He 


wit 


ee, 


followed the advancing one until he halted and surrendered, entreat- + 


ing me not to shoot again, as he was already wounded, I remained ” 
in charge of him until my orderly arrived ; then sent him with pris- 
oner to town. I then proceeded to the left over the railroad in pur- — 
suit of the other man. Saw his horse go by without arider. Skir- — 


“mished the woods to find him, as some of the men reported he had 


fallen from his horse; did not succeed in finding him. Returned 
to town with command, and discovered that I had captured Colonel 
Josey, Fifteenth Arkansas Infantry, wounded in the right arm. I 
learned from him that he and his adjutant had crossed the Saint — 
Francis River opposite Madison and run into my pickets, not knowin 
they were there. On coming to the picket he asked what comman 
he belonged to. Picket told him the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. 
The colonel answered, ‘‘I will have to take you in, then ;” to which 
the boy objected, ordering them to surrender. They attempted to 
draw their revolvers, and the boy fired at them. One then shot | 
at the boy, wounding him in the left breast, upon which the other 
pickets came up and commenced firing. The rebels then retreated, 
trying to escape. Icould not procure medical aid for the wounded 
men; pressed a wagon and had them conveyed to the boat at Linden. 

_ The rebels having received information that I was in the country 

I deemed it unnecessary to go into their camp; therefore returned to 
the boat, and immediately started for Helena to procure medical 
attendance for the wounded. I arrived at Helena at 1a. m., Feb- 
ruary 15; distance traveled, 135 miles. I succeeded in capturing 1 
colonel, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, and 5 privates; 5 horses, 3 re- 
volvers, 1 carbine, and 3 guns destroyed. 

Name and rank of prisoners: Col. John E. Josey, Fifteenth 
Arkansas Infantry Regiment; Capt. William Stewart, Greer’s bat- 
talion (who remained in Madison to be captured); Capt. R. C. Nall, 
Company F, Dobbin’s regiment, was captured in arms away from 
home before day; First Lieut. William Kelim, Harrison’s [ Griswold’s | 
battery, Pratt’s battalion; First Lieut. Philander Littell, General 
Walker’s staff ; Private F. A. Weatherby, Company F, Dobbin’s regi- 
ment; Private R. F. Hunt, Company A, Dobbin’s regiment (who re- 
mained in Madison to be captured) ; Private J. L. Burnett, Company 
A, Dobbin’s regiment (who remained to be captured); Private Porter 
Littell (conscripted by Captain Martin); Private William Cole, 
Groves’ company, Biffle’s regiment (a notorious guerrilla). 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. O’CONNELL, 
Capt. Company G, 15th Illinois Cav., Comdg. Scout. 
Capt. T. C. Meatyarp, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1864.—Affair near Charleston, Mo. 


Report of Capt. James A. Ewing, Second Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


CHARLESTON, Mo., February 17, 1864. 
CoLONEL: On the evening of the 15th I learned there was some 
guerrillas lurking about the country west or southwest of town. I 


Edwards was killed and Henry P. Bronson mortally wounded (since 
d). The rebels then dashed out and took the brush close by, an 


repulsed until my men took care of the dead and wounded ; the 
thought 1 or 2 of the rebels were killed, but the brush was so thic 


wards and Bronson were put ina wagon and brought into town.: The 


They were put in a wagon and the whole party came back, not 


knowing how much injury was inflicted upon the enemy, it being | 
_ impossible to do anything with them in the brush. I then started 


_ yesterday morning with 20 men and a few citizens and gave the 
country a thorough scouring, brush and all. I found + horses tied 
in the thick brush back of Vernon’s house, 2 of them saddled ready 


~ tomount. I felt sure I would find them there, but didnot. I burned — 


_ the house and all the buildings on the place, and to-day have the 
rebel citizens (their connection) hauling in a lot of corn there was 
» on the place. ; 
_- The wife of one of the scoundrels told my men when they first 
- rode up that there was no one in the house, which I suppose caused 
- them to be more careless than they would have been. I have ordered. 
her to leave the country ; if it was not for the name of the thing, I 
would shoot her sure, for she murdered those men. 
I intend to burn every house that I find harbors them, but I think 
_ they sleep mostly in the woods. We found a hat all covered with 
- blood near where we found the horses. There are not a great many 
- of these scoundrels here, but they are desperate fellows, and will 
fight to the death. 
Thus three of the best and bravest men in my company are sacri- 
 ficed by the hands of thieving scoundrels, who will not come out and 
fight openly. Iwill avenge their death. 
Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. EWING, 
Captain, Commanding. 


P. §.—The mail starts out in the morning, the first opportunity I 
have had to report. Henry P. Bronson’s fine mare and J. Van Osdol’s 
grey mare got loose in the fracas, and I think have gone to the 
Cape ; if so, please let me know, as he requested his mare sent home. 

) ) ;: : 
J. A. EWING. 


LAtTER.—Boys’ horses have come in. I would like to have afew 
copies of blank oaths of allegiance, as some of the old coons down 
here have never-taken it. 

J. A. E. 
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lesperate fight of some minutes took place, and the rebels were _ 


~ remainder then went to watch for the scoundrels, when they were a 
fired upon from an ambush, and Corpl. Thomas M. Philliber anda _ 
citizen named Hughes severely wounded, and perhaps will die. — 


they could not tell certain. One of my men came in for help, and I Bas 
sent Lieutenant Calvert with 15 men and 4 or 5 armed citizens imme- — 
diately to their rescue. When he arrived there it was dark. Ed- — 


FEBRUARY 18, : 


Nish ee tempore AT Naha Same os 

) ie ' ; y ; i a ey ; ‘ M F 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Army, commanding District of South-— 

Eine west Missouri. EEC on y 
No. 2.—Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 


No. 1. Sag a 


‘ 


Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Army, commanding. 
; ee a District of Southwest Missourt. — a 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., February 22, 1864. 


et } ~ Lieutenant Chitwood, commanding detachment in pursuit of mail | 
robbers, reports that he came upon the camp of the guerrillas near — 
+ the headwaters of the Piney, and killed 4 of the party and wounded ~ 
Bey 1, and secured several of the articles taken from the stage passen- | 


gers. Captain Human’s command at Yellville has had several affairs — 
with bushwhackers, in which 9 bushwhackers have been killed. — 
Colonel Freeman’s command is on White River, below Jacksonport. — 
Major Gunning is on Calf Creek, in Searcy County, with 75 men, 

and Major Fitch, First Arkansas Cavalry, pursuing i and within — 
one-half hour’s ride of him. Colonel Love’s command is scattered — 

in the northern part of Fulton County and some in Missouri. 

t . JOHN B. SANBORN, 
; Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Major O. D. GREENE. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Eighth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. ErautH Cav., Missourt State MInitta, 
Lebanon, Mo., February 23, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that Lieut. W. T. Chitwood, 
_ detailed, by order of Capt. John T. Wilson, to pursue the band of 

thieves which robbed the stage on the 11th instant, has returned and 
reports that he followed the trail of the robbers to the headwaters of 
the Piney. On the route he overtook 2 of the band, fired upon them, 
killed both of them and 1 horse; the horse killed was taken from 
fhe stage. Near the head of the North Fork of Piney he found the 
camp of the robbers, about 10 in number, killed 2 men, wounded 1. 
He reports 2 horses captured, 2 killed. Some harness or parts of the 
harness taken from the stage found in possession of the men killed. 
One of the horses captured belongs to a man in this county who was 
robbed some time this winter by the guerrillas near the Piney. 

have the honor, general, to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J.J. GRAVELY, * 
Colonel Eighth Cav., Missouri State Militia. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, . 
Commanding District Southwest Missouri, 


&. sville, i, ‘ =. oa i i . 
M R. Sr one ston, | First Ne One meio 
nadie District 0) Northeastern Arkansas. ,  _ 
Hpgrs. Disericr OF Shee me pean ee 
Batesville, February 21, 1864, 


Brawn: There are about 2,000 of the enemy hovering around x 
me, in bands of from 100 to 400 strong each. They are very active 
d harass my foraging trains constantly. On the 19th instant 35 
? recone, escorted by 100 men, were surprised only 12 miles from here — 
: all captured, together with 32 of this command captured, 10" 
rounded, and 4 killed. 

Captain Castle, Eleventh Missouri Siva in charge of escort, | 
paid the penalty ‘of his neglect with his life. The whole affair was. 
most disgraceful to our arms, as the enemy was just about our own 
_ strength and not as well armed or equipped, 

_. We cannot move, no matter how cautious or secret we endeavor - 
be, without the inhabitants betraying us. The principal messengers — 

BY are women, just such bitter enemies as Mrs. Neeby and her eldest 
a daughter, who have been caught in flagrante delicto. . 

I have driven Freeman across Black River and over Village Creek 
to the east, but he has moved to the south and will prove very annoy- 
ing in the swampseast of Black River. My force issmall, and I gan- ea 
not spare the necessary number of men to garrison J acksonport, be-. 
- cause my escorts and working parties with forage trains, having to 
go 40 and 50 miles for corn, necessarily require ‘to be lar ze, leaving 
but a small force for the defense of the stores at this point. Ifthe - 
major-general commanding could spare me some troops so as to 
occupy Jacksonport it would facilitate our operations here very 
materially. 

The enemy can readily iinavw | in 700 men at Jacksonport, so that 
for the ordinary purposes of foraging, picket, fatigue, and usual 
amount of detached service, aside from all scouting parties and 
forces left to defend the place, you can readily see that not less than 
a regiment would be necessary at that point. When I was sent here 
it was understood that Jacksonport was occupied, and that it would 
be held. 
I transmit herewith copies of instructions and order assigning me 
to this command, together with list of staff officers doing duty with 
me. Be pleased to notify me whether there shall be achange or if I 
shall retain these officers, and whether Iam in command of a post 
or a district. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, iu 
Ra R. LIVINGSTON, ; 
Colonel First Regt. Nebraska Cav., Comdg. District. 


Lieut. G. O. SOKALSKT, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of Arkansas, Little Rock. 
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FEBRUARY 20-26, 1864.—Expedition from Helena up White River, 


—_. REPORTS. 


wae ae, a 
No. 1.—Maj. Eagleton Carmichael, Fifteenth Ilinois Cavalry, commanding expedi- 
' tion. | 

No. 2.—Capt. Ezra King, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry. — ; : 


No. 1. a 

¥ ; oN ¥ 

+ Report of Maj. Eagleton Carmichael, Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry, 
Sue commanding expedition. ; 
7: | HELENA, ARK., February 26, 1864. : 
Boe. -Capratn: On the 20th, after leaving orders with the officers who ~ 


were to act in conjunction with me, I embarked on the Cheek and | 

deft Helena at 5 p.m. I arrived at the mouth of White River at 2_ 

o’celock. I had the stock taken ashore there and fed. Re-embarked ~ 
and started up White at daylight, 21st instant, arriving at the Bay 

Landing at 8 p.m. Wethen disembarked and went into camp. I. 

aes sent out 20 men under Lieutenant Fisher for the purpose of visiting — 
= some houses where there was likely to be some soldiers. They re- | 
= turned without learning or effecting anything. We marched at day- 
light on the 22d, passed Murrell’s, taking a westerly direction up the 
bay as far as the Widow Jackson’s. I learned that a company of 
rebels camped near Captain Mayo’s. On arriving there I found © 
there was no enemy in the country in arms. 
From thence I went to Pointer’s, and from thence to Palmerton’s, 
Found a blacksmith shop out in the woods and destroyed it. I then 
proceeded to Colonel Boyce’s; dividing the force, sending them on 
different roads with orders to meet me at Boyce’s. I there captured 
J. A. McMannis, alias Anderson’Palmerton, private, Davis’ company; ~ 
had 1 horse and saddle; noarms. I ordered Colonel Boyce to report 
to headquarters at Helena. Ibrought from there 1 mule to mount 
one of my lieutenants whose horse had become lame. I then went to 
Widow Mayo’s, learning that I could get some information there, 

_ but on arriving I learned nothing of importance. I then proceeded 
to Dr. Hendricks’, I there found a wounded soldier belonging to 
the One hundred and twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry, borrowed a mule 
of the doctor to mount him, and proceeded to Mr. Lightfoot’s, and 
camped for the night. After leaving Boyce’s captured Lieut. B. 
Ff. Thomason, Davis’ company; had a horse and saddle, 2 horse- 
pistols. William A. Ward, private, Davis’ company, had a horse 
and saddle. Henry F. Cook, private, Davis’ company, had nothing, 

Left Lightfoot’s at sunrise on the 23d, dividing the command, and 
proceeded by different roads to Buck’s Point ; from thence by Higgin- 
botham’s, striking the lower Little Rock road at Brown’s.. I cap- 

| tured Higginbotham at his house. He is a private of Casteel’s com- 
pany ; had a horse, saddle, and carbine ; also captured J. A. Brewer, 
private Company I, Twenty-fourth Texas Infantry, and Joseph E. 
Terry, private Company K, Twenty-fourth Texas Infantry. They 
had nothing. From Brown’s I sent a detachment to the Rogers and 
Bonner Settlement. They captured J. H. Rogers, private, Davis’ 
company. They brought in 3 mules belonging to a rebel, one 
Willis Macon. I proceeded thence to Simms’ plantation’ in the 
Skafe Settlement, fed there, and thence by Humphrey’s to Tren- 
ton, I then detached Lieutenant Chase with 20 men and the prison- 


£ ard a vol 
irection from my camp. I ordered the command to 


+h was ordered to be on the road from Wallace’s Ferry to 
mas’ Mill, were in ambush, and had fired at some straggling rebel — 
had undertaken to run the gauntlet. I ordered my men into~ 


night. 


omas’ Mill post, that we might strike the trail of the rebels. I 
ound that they had left in different directions, in order that their 
trail might not be easily discovered. I, however, found it, and fol- 
lowed them about 25 miles, crossing Big Creek at the mouth of 


on until I ascertained that they were marching very fast, and that — 

_ we were not gaining on them. I then concluded it was useless to 

pursue farther unless I had had rations to have kept up the pursuit 

for several days. I returned by the way of the Paradise road to 

Lander’s, where | camped for the night, forage being scarce 
ere. : 


_to Helena, by the way of La Grange, without feeding or breakfast- 

ing, being without rations. On the 24th, I captured Roach, private 

of Anderson’s company ; had a horse and saddle and old shotgun, 
which I destroyed. I arrested Thomason, citizen, who was reported 

_tomeas being always ready to carry information whenever our scouts 

are out; very disloyal. : 

- The guard sent in from Trenton with prisoners, under command — 

of Lieutenant Chase, captured M. M. Casteel, private, Casteel’s 

company. Had a horse, saddle, and broken shotgun, which is aban- 

-doned. Captain Wier turned over to Lieutenant Chase Maj. C. H. 

Carlton, Fifteenth Arkansas Infantry, and Capt. C. L. Moore, same 

regiment, each having horse and saddle. Captain King turned over 
Richard Brown, private, Company H, Fifth Mississippi Cavalry ; he 
had a horse and saddle. The horses and saddles are all turned over 
to post quartermaster. 

Owing to a number of the men being dismounted at the post that 
was surprised, I was obliged to press horses and mules for them to 
ridein. I would therefore respectfully request that I may be allowed 
to return all those to loyal owners. : 

The accompanying reports* of Captains King and Wier will show 
what wasdone under their immediate commands. I take great pleas- 
ure in saying that Captain Wier rendered important service during 
the expedition. 

On the post that was surprised there was a gross neglect of duty, 
and as soon as I can find out who is to blame I will report in writing. 

The foregoing report is very respectfully submitted. 

KH. CARMICHAEL, 
Major, Commanding Hapedition. 


> 


Capt. T. C. MEATYARD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*Wier’s report not found. 


rm, but see no more firing I supposed the detach- 


rters again. About 3 a.m. the command under Captain King “s 
ed me, and reported that the post under Lieutenant Campbell 
been surprised, and that the enemy was out of reach for the 


At daylight on the 24th, we marched in the direction of the 


Spring Creek. I then struck the Spring Creek road, and followed | 


I marched at 4 o'clock on the morning of the 25th, and returned — 
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Report of Capt. Bera King, Fifteenth I linois Cavalry. 


-Hpors. Company H, FIrreentH ILLINOIS CAVALRY, 
: Helena, Ark., February 26, 1864. 


Sir: In accordance with instructions I received from you I marched 


\ 


- from camp at 8 a, m. on the 21st of February to Simms’ farm ; there 
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encamped for the night. On the morning of the 22d I crossed Big — 


Creek after a tedious time, being delayed by the boat_having been 


destroyed previously. I then marched to Wallace’s Ferry by the © 


way of Trenton. In coming in sight of Trenton discovered some of 


the enemy ; gave chase and had 1 man thrown from his horse and  _ 


“hurt severely, which caused another delay, which caused_me to be — 


behind time on arriving at the ferry. I found Captain Wier and 
the pickets I was so anxious [about] gone. I sent Lieutenant Camp- 
bell and 15 men upon the Thomas’ Mill road. 

On the 23d instant Captain Wier came in from where he had been. 
Ithen sent 10 men and a sergeant to re-enforce Lieutenant Campbell, 
with orders, if there should be danger apprehended, to all fall back 


- tothe ferry. About 9.30 p.m. on the 23d, I received orders from you 


for me to join you at Colonel Taylor’s either that night or in the 


morning; also for me to turn over my prisoners with guard to Lieu- 


tenant Chase. About 11 o’clock that night heard firing in the direc- 


tion where Lieutenant Campbell was posted. I immediately ordered — 


the command mounted and marched to Thomas’ Mill; crossing there, 
learned that the post had been surprised and most of. the horses and, 
arms captured. I lost from my company 4 men prisoners, with 1 
lieutenant ; had 1 private wounded, who is now in camp ; also 1 
enlisted man from Company L, prisoner, and 2 wounded. TI lost, 
captured by the enemy, 11 Government horses and 6 private horses 
from my company, and 7 Government horses from detachment of 
Company L, with all the horse equipments and most of the arms. 

Learning that the enemy had left with so much the start that I 
could not reach them that night, owing to the difficulty of following 
the trail, I proceeded to Colonel Taylor’s, arriving there at 3 a.m. 
the 24th instant, and reported to you. 

Respectfully submitted. 

EZRA. KING, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 


Major CARMICHAEL. 


FEBRUARY 22, 1864.—Affair near Indianola, Tex. 
feport of Maj. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana, U. 8S. ihe 


Hrapquarters U.S. Forces In TExas, 
: Matagorda Bay, February 23, 1864. 
Sir: Brigadier-General Warren, commanding at Indianola, re- 
ports that 25 mounted infantrymen, who were scouting and driving 
cattle 8 miles from his post yesterday, were surrounded and charged 
upon by well-armed and well-mounted cavalry of the enemy, 55 


was severely but not dangerously ‘wounded ; one of the guerrillas — 


i 
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re captured, the other 11 seer n 
re orts that the affair reflects no credit on the officey a om: 
,and I have notified him. that I eevee? an investigation. Got} 
; ae Peg? 


Ne J. T. DANA... 
Be ajor-General. 
A B. SHARPE, 
_ Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 13th GOrps, Nes i OTEORS. 
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FEBRUARY 22-24, ‘1864. pga about Warrensburg, 3 Mo. 


District of Central Missouri, 


' pit ss. 
I 


Hpapguarrins DISTRICT OF CENTRAL Missourt, 
Warrensburg, Mo., February 23, 1864, 


'Masor: I have the honor to report that on the 22d instant, at 8— 
a, m., a small squad of guerrillas was attacked by Lieutenant Ham-_ 
ilton, Company D, Fourth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, under the 


‘command of Col. J ames McFerran, in which Lieutenant Hamilton 


‘was wounded. Theenemy’s force was part of the notorious Captain 


- Blunt’s band, that numbered about 20 men and were driven out of — 


the brush on the Blackwater, about 12 miles northwest of this post. 
It is the same band that has been reported as being in Jackson 
County the past four months. | 
Iam, very truly, your obedient servant, r 
E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRIcT oF CENTRAL MrssourRt, 
Warrensburg, Mo., February 24, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to report that a scout of 19 men, under 
command of Captain Burris, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 
-waylaid a small party of guerrillas, part of Blunt’s band, that I re- 
ported on the 23d, and mortally wounded 2 of them ; the balance 

escaped into the Sni Hills. 
Iam, truly, your obedient servant, 
K.-B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


Maj. O. D, GREENE, ye 
Assistant Adjutant: General, Saint Louis. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. FPlreriype U. S. Army, commanding : as 


to an order received to my de 


it Eicon 


I took up line of march from Yellville on the morning of the 28th, — 


halting 30 miles from Yellville and 6 miles below City, in 
vicinity of which I remained three days, scouring the country on 
both sides of the river. March 1, I sent detachment, Lieutenant 
Overman, Company H, Sixth Missouri State Militia, m command, 
with orders to proceed down river on opposite side, to which my 
operations were confined. I now had only 40 men left remaining 
with me. About 10 o’clock on morning of Ist, while near or not far 
from Buffalo City, I encountered a band of guerrillas, killed Lieut. J. 
B. Smith, Eighth Missouri Infantry, of C,S. Army, and a man named 
Charles Cain, known as a desperado, and regarded with terror by all 
loyal citizens. Meanwhile Lieutenant Overman was contending with 
a band of Tracy’s men, not far distant, and succeeded in killing 2 of 
the band and capturing 3. One of the men killed was of the name 
of Heron; the other, a Baptist preacher, whose name I do not know. 
On morning of March 2, I left White River, 8 miles above Calico 
Rock, crossed mountain to Bennett’s Bayou, on North Fork White 
River, where I came in contact with about 50 guerrillas with Tracey 
at their head. They had there murdered a Union man named Ander- 
son and a negro. On my approach Tracy dispersed his men among 


> 
» 


ua ’ 


the hills and fired upon my command from behind rocks and trees, - 


but without effect. : 

On the morning of March 3, deployed small detachments of skir- 
mishers, thoroughly scoured Bennett’s Bayou, killed Frank Russell, 
a notorious guerrilla from Wright County, Mo., and a man of the 
name of Howard, from Fulton County, Ark. ; also captured one of 
Freeman’s gang. Thence proceeded through Texas and Wright 
Counties, Mo., to Springfield. where I turned over to district pro- 
vost-marshal Southwest Missouri all the property captured during 
scout, and which consisted of 16 horses and a number of fire-arms. 
such as shotguns, rifles, &c. Ifound forage in abundance during 
whole of scout. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, ELI HUGHES, 
Captain Company K, Sixth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN. 


7 —The commanding officer and 21 infantry at C 
eft that post on a scout. — asetae Se ont 


ebruary 27.—Had a fight with the Indians = 
bruary 29.—Returned ; none of the party injured ; killed 13 In 


\ 


FEBRUARY 27, 1864,—Affair near Poplar Bluff, Mo. 


alry. 


: t PATTERSON, February 28, 1864. © 
_ CoLoneL: My scout in from below Poplar Bluff. Captured and 
burned rebel train, destroying a great many shotguns and rifles and | 


JOHNS, 
cS ~ Captain. 


~ Col. RicHarp G. Woopson, 3 
Pilot. Knob, Mo. 


ca = eS 

= 

_ FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 13, 1864.—-Expedition from Rolla, Mo., to Bates. 
rq me ville, Ark. 

Report of Col. William D. Wood, fileventh Missouri Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH CAVALRY, MISSOURI. VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Steele, March 15, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
colonel commanding the district, that, in obedience to Special Orders, 
No. 40, headquarters Department of the Missouri, I ordered Squad- 
rons A and M to proceed from Saint Louis to Rolla on the morning 
of the 15th ultimo, per Pacific Railroad, where I and my staff joined 
them on the 17th, and was joined on the 18th by Squadrons B, C, E, 

and G, commanded by Maj. L. W. Brown, which had for some time 
been serving in District of Southwest Missouri. As this detach- 
ment was in need of many supplies, both of ordnance and camp and 
garrison equipage, I deemed it advisable to remain there a few days 
till the necessary supplies could be obtained. Meanwhile I turned 
the occasion to account by putting my command in a more efficient 
state of discipline and drill, and by sending a quantity of forage to 
Houston. On the afternoon of the 29th ultimo I ordered tents struck 
and moved 5 miles south of Rolla, and camped on Little Beaver. 
On March 1, I moved 13 miles and camped by the side of a fine 
spring. Roads were bad and teams heavily loaded. On the morn- 


- AMI O . 


*See also p. 122. 


cluding the chief of the Mangas tribe; captured from the 
s a Mexican woman who had been in captivity fifteen years. 


Report of Capt. Abijah Johns, Third Missouri State Militia Cav- 


FS 


corn, Killed 2 jayhawkers; had 1 man slightly wounded in finger. ee 


pend 1D oar para iL f 
ing of the 2d, moved.out early; eur itt a 
- ment on the roads and country ; no forage could be obtained ; cam aca 
at Thomas Reid’s, close to a fine spring, having marched 16 miles. 
~ On the 3d, reached Arthur’s Creek, marching 16 miles; no forage on: 
the route; country very broken, barren, and destitute. Remained 


SK 


fine, and some little improv 


*y pos v 
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here one day to enable my quartermaster to repack his wagons, rest _ 
his teams, and turn in a quantity of tents which my limited trans- 
portation would not allow of bringing. Moved early on the morn- 
ing of the 5th; reached Elk River at 2.30 p.m. and camped, march- 
ing 20 miles; good water ; no forage could befound. 6th.—Marched 
28 miles to-day; camped on Black Pond, in Howell County; country _ 
still very hilly and broken; no forage. %th.—Marched 16 miles | 


to-day and camped in West Plains, county seat of Howell County ; 


good water and plenty of fuel, but no forage could be found in the coun- 


try. sth.—Moved 30 miles to-day and camped at South Fork of Spray 


River, Fulton County, Ark. ; roads better; country less broken an 


hilly, but presenting an unbroken field of desolation and ruin; houses 
-and fences burned up and inhabitants fled the country ; no forage 


or articles of subsistence could be obtained. 9th.—Marched 18 miles 


‘to-day. The rain of the afternoon rendered the roads very heavy, 


and trains were slow in getting up; camped on South Fork of Spring” 
River. As yet no reliable intelligence had been received of the 
presence of the enemy in the vicinity of my route, though I kept out 


- flankers on each side and scoured the country well for several miles; 


obtained a small quantity of forage. 10th.—Moved 8 miles to-day, 


“ and camped close to Stephens’ farm, in Izard County; here I obtained 


about 200 bushels of corn, a small quantity of sheaf oats and fodder. 
Inthe morning, learning of the existence of a gang of bushwhackers, | 
I sent Lieutenant Thomas with 20 men of Company EK, with instruc- 
tions, if found, to either kill or capture them. Coming up with a 
small squad of them, he fired upon them and gave them chase, in the 


_ end killing 2, wounding 1, and capturing a fourth; 1 of those killed 


was a negro desperado known as Wildwood Jack. 11th.—Marched 8 
miles to-day ; sent out scouting and foraging parties, and thoroughly 
scoured the country on each side of the road a distance of 5 or 6 
miles, but without any particular beneficial results; obtained but 
little forage and no definite information as to the whereabouts of 
the enemy. 12th.—Marched 15 miles to-day, keeping on the Wild 
Haws road ; sent foraging parties out on either side ; secured enough 
for present necessities, though found no considerable quantities. 
My camp was now within 7 miles of Batesville. Plenty of water. 
13th.—Arrived in Batesville at 11.30 a. m. 

May I add in conclusion that the whole of this march, a distance 
of over 200 miles, was effected without a material loss, and that, too, 
having forage to transport-more than three-fourths the distance. ‘I 
adhered strictly to the policy of allowing citizens a fair remunera- 
tion for any article of forage or subsistence taken on the route, and 
those of doubtful loyalty to report here and satisfy the authorities 
before settlement would be rendered. 

In conclusion, permit me to acknowledge the earnest and hearty — 
co-operation of both the officers and men of my command in aiding 
me to carry out all orders and instructions; all, from the highest to 
the lowest, did their duty as soldiers should. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[WM. D. WOOD, ] 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


EPO: aw x é - 
Sg See PS dl "i peer, | 

Camille J. Polignac, C. 8. Army, com 

omas A. Faries, | elican (Louisiana) Battery, 
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if Brig. Gen. Camille J. Polignae, C. 8. Army, oommibindes ; 


q HEADQUARTERS POLIGNAC’S BRIGADE, By. 
ae a oe Harrisonburg, La., March 3, 1864. 
Masor: I have the honor to report the following facts: On the 
ist instant one iron-clad boat and five other boats (semi-gun-boats 
and semi-transports), part of which belong to the Mosquito Fleet, 
_ made their appearance off Beard’s Point, on Black River, where my 
ower picket is located, and reached Trinity at 4.30 p.m. Having = 
received intelligence of their approach, I notified Captain Devoe, of | 
e engineer department, left at Trinity by Major Douglas, chief = 
gineer, in time for him to secrete the 82-pounders that had been 
taken to Trinity by the direction of the latter officer, and which 
could not be used, as only one was mounted and there was no ammu- 
nition for them. Capt. W. H. Gillespie, with 50 cavalry, engaged — 
_ the enemy on the west bank of the Black River all the way up to yee. 
_ Trinity, the enemy responding with a brisk artillery fire. The six 
_ boats stopped in front of Trinity and shelled the place and its neigh- ae 
_borhood, I had disposed my infantry force along the north bank of * 
Little River to protect as best | could the pontoon bridge, and also 
in order to detain the enemy, if possible, long enough for the cap- Se 
bs tain of the Ruby (now engaged in getting lumber on Little River for 
_ the engineer corps) to be notified of their approach by a courier 
; pe ously sent by me. The boats, however, did not come up Little 
_ River, and Lieut. O. Gaudet, in command of the only section of ar- 
- tillery that I had, opened upon them with two 12-pounder howitzers, 
_ which, of course, were unable to check their progress. This officer 
behaved very well. His section was within 300 yards of the iron- 
clad boat, and stood the unequal contest with a great deal of cool- 
ness. ape 
As soon as the gun-boats had run past Trinity, and thus made ap- vs 
parent their intention of attacking Harrisonburg, | moved my in- 
fantry and artillery back to that place that same night, as I had to 
ferry the Bushly Bayou, a navigable stream, where the enemy could 
easily head me off. It had rained on the day previous and the road 
had become almost impassable. Two caissons had to be left behind. 
I have since [had them] pulled out and brought to camp. I ordered 
the cavalry to remain at Trinity. Capt. John G. Randle, by some 
unaccountable mistake, took his cavalry up Little River, so that the 
duty of guarding the town devolved upon Captain Gillespie alone. ’ 


* The United States vessels engaged were the Conestoga, Cricket. Fort Hindman, y 
Lexington, Osage, and Ouachita. See report of Lieut. Commander Frank 8. Ram- 
say, U. S. Navy, Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864. 


This young off hr 1 coolne 

sane c8 and I take gr pleasure L commen n 
ficers above me. : 4 ree ee Toye AR ie 
~ On the 2d instant, at 10a. m., the same boats hove in sight of Hai- — 

- risonburg, I had placed two infantry regiments on the bank of the — 

Ouachita River, from the mouth of the Bushly Bayou up to the vicin- _ 

ity of the town, arid one section of artillery (6-pounder Parrott guns), — 
under Captain Faries, at a place where it could do the most effective 

firing. The other section of the same battery could not participate _ 
in the fight for want of its caissons, and also because the horses were 
so badly used up by the night’s march and the bad roads asto be — 
altogether unfit for service. The enemy’s boats were opened upon — 
by our infantry and artillery at the same time. From the nature of 
their build the iron-clad was safe against my artillery, and the wooden — 

-. boats were protected from the musketry by a plate of sheet-iron 

Sie between two thicknesses of wood on their sides. Having ascertained 
that there were no guns on the front they moved slowly up, firing as 

they went as well on the troops on the bank of the river as at the 

town, in which several houses were riddled with shot, regardless of 

the lives of the women and children. One of the boats, apparently 

somewhat damaged by the fire of the artillery, dropped back below 
| the mouth of the Bushly, and the balance went up the Ouachita. ~ 

They returned about one hour afterward and threw some incen- 

_ diary matter into a house in town immediately on the bank of the 

z river, which caused that house and the neighboring ones to ignite 

-. instantly. 

— Fortunately I was able, with considerable exertion, to stop the con- 

—_ flagration, which had liked to have swept over the whole place. After 
this the boats ran down the river and lay all night 1 mile above 
Trinity. This morning they are shelling Trinity. I have not yet 
heard the particulars, and will forward as soon as possible another 
report. The enemy fired not less than 1,000 rounds, out of 24 and 32- 
pounders and 12-pounder Parrott guns and guns of smaller caliber, 

a great deal of grape, canister, and spherical case, and some 8 and 11 
inch shells. 

The troops, as a general rule, behaved well. Colonel Taylor and 

= Lieutenant-Colonel Stone, in command of the infantry, led their 
regiments in a manner creditable to themselves. The fire fromthe 
boats was very heavy on the banks of the river. Both my aides 
(Capt. 8. Cuculler and Lieut. W. Eggeling), whose coolness I feel my 
duty to report, lost their horses killed while they were in the dis- 
charge of their duty. The casualties are 3 killed and 13 wounded, 3 
of which mortally. 

__ The enemy had troops on board of their boats firing through loop- 
holes. As they kept themselves constantly hid their number could 
not be ascertained. One of their boats was a very large one, which 
could carry 800 men, but it is believed that their force was not as 
large. The above is all I have to report. I regret that I did not 
achieve more, but, with the means at my disposal, to fight was about 
all that I could do. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. J:.POBIGNACG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ea 


aya? ae 


Maj. L. Busu, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


a WY ae, 
8 reported aground at the mouth o 
a) e are just below the mouth of that riv 
idle, commanding the cavalry, did not report to— 
y, and I was only notified this morning, and I am mo 
vo regiments back to Trinity. The road is almost impassable. 
;move any artillery over it. My troops are very much worn | 

out and deficient in rations. I will do my best. As 
Lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
me C. J. POLIGNAC, 


ke ee Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. L. Buss, ae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


on If I was provided with some incendiary matter I might try to = 
burn their fleet. The distance between Trinity and Harrisonburg 
_ and the miserable condition of the road makes it a very heavy duty | 


on me to oppose the enemy at both places. ; 
Se (Cie Pas 


HEADQUARTERS POLIGNAC’S BRIGADE, > 
Harrisonburg, March 4, 1864. 

Sir: Yesterday morning the gun-boat fleet made their appearance 
for the second time at Trinity. One of the boats ran up Little 
River and destroyed the pontoon bridge. Capt. John G. Randle, 

~ who was then at Trinity in command of the cavalry, did not even 

attempt to prevent it. I have the regret to report that I was very a 
badly assisted by this officer, who, unfortunately, was the senior ~ 
officer, and whom I had naturally placed in command. He did not 
notify me of the movement of the enemy, and it was only indirectly — 
that I heard this morning that a gun-boat was aground, as I had the 
honor to inform you. This fact occurred in the following way : 
The gun-boat No. 13 was badly crippled by the fire of my artillery 
on the 2d instant, and had to be towed down to Trinity. As she lay 
off Little River the current caught her, and in swinging to she ran 
aground. This took place about noon yesterday. The water had 
fallen considerably, and the two 32-pounders which had been rolled 
into the water at the mouth of Little River were partly visible above — 
the surface, as I am informed by Captain Gillespie, who was in town ~ 
with a cavalry picket. The enemy took them out and put them on 
board of one of the boats. During the night they dug up another of 
[the] guns which had been buried on the mound on which the fort 
was building, with the greater facility, as by burning the bridge they 
had interrupted communication between both banks of Little River. 
They also succeeded in pulling the damaged gun-boat from off the 
sand, and this morning at daybreak they left Trinity. My infantry 
consequently came too late to be of any service. 

It is with feelings of deep regret that 1 have to report the loss of 
the guns, but as I am conscious to have done as much as I could 
under the circumstances, I would respectfully remind, through you, 
the brigadier-general commanding that these guns were withdrawn 
from my charge by superior order ; that they were taken to Trinity 
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Maj. L. Buss, 


Babess 4 “+ ADDENDA. . 
GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. District Wrst LOUISIANA, 
No, —. § In the Field, April 5, 1864. 


ce General Polignac and the officers and men of his brigade his high 
of the 1st and 2d of March, 1864, with the enemy’s gun-boats on the — 


artillery, and driven off with heavy loss, by the enemy’s own admis- 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. of 


Assistant Adjutant-General, &e. Seah cco: 


t 


~The major-general commanding desires to express to Brigadier-_ 


appreciation of the gallant and soldierly bearing in their engagement 


Ouachita River. The dispositions made by General Polignac were 
excellent and were nobly sustained by his command. The gun-boats 
were successfully engaged at short range with musketry and light | 


sion. The artillery engaged consisted of two sections of Faries’ bat- — 
tery, under Captain Faries, whose conduct is highly praised in Gen- 
eral Polignac’s report. Our men were entirely without cover, ©) — 
~By command of Major-General Taylor : 
EK. SURGET, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 


. No. 2. 
Reports of Capt. Thomas A. Faries, Pelican (Lowisiana) Battery. 


IN THE FIELD, NEAR HARRISONBURG, La., 
March 2, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report that I took position with the right 
section of this battery (two 3-inch rifled guns), at daylight this morn- 
ing, on a large circular Indian mound in an old field about midway 
between Harrisonburg and Bayou Bushly, which enters the Ouachita 
River on its right bank about 800 yards below the mound. This 
mound is 200 yards from the right bank of theriver. At 10 a. m. 
the iron-clad gun-boat Osage of the enemy turned the point at the 
junction of the Ouachita and Bayou Bushly, followed by four tin- 
clads, armed stern-wheel river steamers, protected by a covering of: 
boiler iron, pierced for guns below and for musketry where it cov- 
ered the cabins, which were occupied by Federal infantry. I com- 
menced firing at 10.30 a. m., soon after our infantry on the open river 
bank below me had opened the fight. Forty-seven time-fused shell 
and 16 solid shot were fired at the four tin-clads where they had 
halted just below my position, distande 400 yards. Nearly all of the 
shot and shell from the two 3-inch rifles took effect in the pilot-houses 


ed by the two companies of infantry under Captain ———, who 
ad reported to me at 2 o’clock in the morning. a? 
_ While in position on the mound the tin-clad 


ble from the mound, her funnel alone indicating her movements. 
_ The ground being unfavorable for the protection of my caissons and — 
_ horses, I had them placed in charge of Sergeant-Major Arnauld, 
some distance in my rear on the Bushly Ferry road, from which | 
position they had to be retired, as most of the projectiles from the 
- enemy’s guns passed over my position and exploded at or near the 
 calssons. . 
‘The enemy’s vessels were armed with 6, 8, and 11 inch guns, 30- _ 
_ pounder Parrott rifles ; also 12 and 24 pounder guns, from which were _ 
_ thrown during the day an immense quantity of shot, shell, spherical _ 
case, and grape, their explosive projectiles bursting with considera- 
ble accuracy toward the latter part of the firing. In a direct. fire 
they were unable to depress their guns sufficiently todo meanydam- 
age while occupying the mound. My horses and pieces sustained =~ 
no injury, the only exception being the animal ridden by myself, = 
which was killed while I was in the act of reporting to General Po- 
; lignac for orders near the bank of the river above the mound, [I 
have no casualties to report 


z I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 2 
. . TA PARES. 7 
i Captain, Comdg. Battery, Second Division Infantry. Be 
% Maj. O. VOORHIES, ; 

3 Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., Louisiana Infty. 


IN THE FIELD, NEAR HARRISONBURG, La., 
a March 3, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the left section of this bat- 
tery (two 12-pounder field howitzers, Lieut. O. Gaudet commanding), 
stationed at Trinity, La., 12 miles below Harrisonburg, on the right : 
bank of the Ouachita River, near the mouth of Little River, opened < 
on the iron-clad gun-boat of the enemy called the Osage on the after- 
noon of March 1, instant, at 5.30 p. m., from the road or street lead- 
ing into the town on the open bank of the river, firing at 100 yards 
distance. Fired five shell without fuse as solid shot, striking the 
vessel, but glancing upward from her iron casing without effecting 
any injury or retarding her progress. The gun-boat replied from 
heavy rifled guns in her tower, firing shell and grape, but firing over 
the section, which sustained no injury in guns, men, or horses. The 
Osage was followed by four tin-clad gun-boats, protected by_a cov- 
ering of boiler iron, These, however, remained below Trinity out 


~‘ 


eee) 
one of th 
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-, the same : | Bais 
Osage, she having reached his immediate front, and was firing at or 


ant Gaudet, not having 


_ retired, as ordered, on the Harrisonburg road, marching % all night over- 
a road that had become nearly impassable by the rains for artillery — 


- gaged in moving his two guns to Harrisonburg. No casualties to — 


= ‘ 


over him from about 50 yards in a very exposed position. Lieuten-_ 
Soh ea — notified in time of the approach of the 

un-boats, was unable to,reach the position that had been pr eviously 
selected for his guns, which was lower down the river. This section 


and other carriages. To enable him to bring the pieces to this place — 
by doubling his teams, the two caissons were left on the road 6 miles — 


in the rear. They have since been brought in with mule teams. 
Lieutenant Gaudet reports the loss of some of the cartridges from _ 


his caissons, two axes, and one tarpaulin stolen the night he was en- — 


report. ; 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. A. FARIES, 
Captain, Comdg. Battery, Second Division Infantry. 
Maj. J. C. MoncurRE, a: 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., Louisiana Infty. 


IN THE FIELD, NEAR HARRISONBURG, La., | 
March 5, 1864. 
Str: I beg leave to state that Lieut. O. Gaudet, commanding the 
howitzer section of this battery, recently detached with the in- 
fantry sent to Trinity, has reported to me that on the night march. 


from that place he was ordered by Colonel Speight, of the [ Fifteenth] 
Regiment Texas Infantry, who commanded the rear’ guard, to 


abandon his two caissons in order to save his pieces, the caissons 
being left 6 miles below this place on the road to Trinity without a 
guard to protect this valuable property ; also, that when he arrived 
at the ferry on Bushly Bayou, just below Harrisonburg, he was not 
allowed to cross his pieces, horses, or men until all of the infantry 
and their wagons, including the rear guard of infantry, had been 
ferried over. 

‘I beg leave most respectfully to protest against this very unusual 
and irregular proceeding, which I believe was done without your 
knowledge or consent. As a rule, under such circumstances artil- 
lery is crossed early and placed in position on the opposite bank to ~ 
cover the crossing of troops and trains. This, sir, is written in no 
spirit of fault-finding, but only to call attention to a very unusual 
and unmilitary occurrence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. A. FARIKS, 
Captain, Commanding Battery. 
Brig. Gen. C. J. PoLignac, 
Commanding Second Brigade Infantry, 


ae aX Seek Fie. on te J Bisse ; ‘had: as 
f illed 1 rebel and took iN prisoner, Tn the afternoon the s 
rty ncountered a superior force, and in charging them lost 3m: 
ers. On the same day Lieutenant-Colonel. Logan w 
ees had a skirmish ; killed 1. rebel and lost 3 men 


RCH 10-12, 1864.—Expedition from Batesville to Wild Haws, Bane 
berry Creek, &e., Ark. 


Re praa. T have the honor to make ihe folios report af an 
Bc hedition made under orders dated March 10, 1864: — 
» I left Batesville at 11.30 a. m., and proceeded northwest on ‘Gee . 
“Wild Haws road. Meeting no enemy, I encamped for the night 1 
m lile south of Wild Haws. The same evening I sent a detachment — 
-of 40 men, under command of Captain Potts, to Wild Haws; he 
returned, reporting no enemy in the vicinity. Next morning had 
reveille sounded at 3 .30, and marched at daylight as ordered. Ay 
a roceeded northeast, passing through Wild Haws and from there to — 
ranklin Post- Office, and there, hearing that the enemy with 100 . 
“men encamped on Strawberry Creek the night before, I at once — os 
“pushed on to attack him, arriving at the place reported, ‘and found — 
“no enemy, but traces of where his horses had been fed. I made 
_frequent inquiries, and from all I could ascertain he went east of © 
Franklin Post-Office the day before, After scouting the country 
»for some miles in the vicinity, and hearing of Colonel Wood, of: the 
Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, being in the neighborhood of Wild ie 
pews, and not finding any enemy, I proceeded to join him as © «= 
“directed. En route, hearing of some 20 of the enemy between Col- yee 
~onel Wood and my detachment, I thought it policy toencamp forthe =! 
night, in the hope that if the enemy were in Colonel Wood’s rearI =.” 
: _ might pick them up early in'the morning. March 12, 1864, reveille oS 
3.30 a. m.; joined Colonel Wood about. 9 o'clock a.m. He not | 
‘thinking it necessary for me to remain, I pushed on toward White 
' River, as directed. Not finding the enemy in any considerable 
numbers, I proceeded toward Batesville, where I arrived at 9 o’clock 


~ Captain, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
EDWD. LAWLER, 
Captain, First Nebraska Cavalry. 


Capt. H. C, FILuEBROWN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of Northeastern Arkansas. 
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, (864, Skirmish at Marksville Prairie. 
Gis U. 8. Naval forces arrive at ‘Alexandria. : 
“16, 1864.—Union forces occupy Alexandria. ps Sets, 
19, 1864.—Skirmish at Black Bayou. Sak Sera 
20, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Rapides. 
-, 21, 1864.—Affair at Henderson’ s Hill. | 
Pata Be, 1864.—Steele’s column advances from Bale Rock, Ark.* 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Gampti. . 
4 f 28, 1864.—Banks’ column advances from eanies 
29-30, 1864.—Skirmishes about Monett’s Ferry and Cloutierville.. 
~ 31, 1864.—Skirmish at Natchitoches. 
\ 2, 1864,—Skirmish at Crump’s Hill. ; ates 
‘3, 1864.—Skirmish at Grand Ecore. 
- 4,.1864.—Skirmish at Campti. 
5, 1864.—Skirmish at Natchitoches. 
7%, 1864.—Skirmish at Wilson’s Plantation, near Pleasant Hill. 
8, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou De Paul (Carroll’s Mill), near Pleasant Hill, 
Pink Engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads, or battle of Mansfield or 
Ree ei .- Pleasant Grove. 


a 9, 1864.—Engagement at Pleasant Hill. 
eh 10-11, 1864.—Union forces retreat to Grand Ecore. 
12-13, 1864.—Engagement at Blair’s (or Pleasant Hill) Landing. 
* 14, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Saline. 
16, 1864.—Skirmish at Grand Ecore. 
20-21, 1864.—Skirmishes about Natchitoches. 
21, 1864.—Affair at Tunica Bend. 
21-25, 1864.—Banks’ column retires from Grand Ecore to Alexandria, 
22, 1864.—Attack on transports in Red River. 
22-24, 1864.—Skirmishes at and near Cloutierville: > 
23, 1864.—Engagement at Monett’s Ferry, or Cane River Crossing. 
25, 1864,—Skirmish at Cotile Landing. 
26, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Rapides Bridge, near McNutt’s Hill. 
Engagement at Deloach’s Bluff and destruction of the Eastport. 
26-27, 1864.—Engagement at junction of the Cane and Red Rivers. 
26-May 13, 1864.—Skirmishes about Alexandria. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Grand Ecore. ig 
May '1, 1864.—Capture of the U.S. transport Emma at Dayid’s Ferry, Red River, 
1- 4, 1864.—Skirmishes at Governor Moore’s Plantation. 
2, 1864.—Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U. 8. Army, supersedes Maj. 
Gen. William B. Franklin in command of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps. 
Skirmish at Wells’ Plantation. si 
Skirmish at Wilson’s Landing. : ee: : 


*See the Camden Expedition, March 23-May 3; post. 


- Skirmish at Netelittooteg? PORES te 
6, 1864,—Skitinish at Boyce’s Plantation, 
Skirmish at Wells’ Plantation. 
ey 6- 7, 1864. —Skirmishes at Bayou I AMMORT IO. 0 2 secret re 
7, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Boeuf, et Si SHR ate oe 
_ 8, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Robert. , M i 
ars 2, 1864.—Skirmish at Bayou Ni ooh 


ee in retreat to the Mississippi Hic 
‘ 14, 1864. —Skirmish at Wilson’s Landing. 
15, 1864.—Skirmish at Avoyelles, or Marksville, ‘Prairie. 
- 16, 1864.—Engagement at Mansura (Belle aries or Smith’s Plantation). 
17, 1864.— Action near Moreauville. 
Skirmish at Yellow Bayou. 
18, 1864.—Engagement at Yellow Bayou (Bayou De Glaize, Norwood’s 
Plantation, or Old Oaks). = i 
19, 1864,—The Union forces cross the Atchafalaya. 
21-22, 1864.—The detachment from Army of the Tennessee re benbanies for» 
Vicksburg, Miss. ; 


REPORTS, ETC.* 


‘No. 1.—Abstract from returns, and rosters of the U. 8. troops composing the Red. 
: River Expedition, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U.S. Army, command- 
ing; for March 31 and April 380, 1864. 
2.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U.S. ARDY, commanding expedition and 
Department of the Gulf. iene 
3.—Lieut. Col. John G. Chandler, U.S. Army, Acting Chief Quartermaster. Veen 
4,—Capt. Frank W. Marston, U.S. Signal Corps, Chief Signal Officer. 
5.—Col. George D. Robinson, Ninety-seventh U. 8. Colored Troops, command- 
ing Engineer Brigade. 


ee 


ZZ 


"No. 6.—Lieut. Col. Uri B. Pearsall, N were aunih U.S. Colored Troops. 
- No, %.—Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin, U.S. Army, commanding the Nineteenth | 
is and detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations April 6-25, 
| e No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Thomas E. G. Ransom, U.S. Army, commanding detachment 
a, of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations April 6-8. i 
_ No. 9.—Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U. 8. Army, commanding Third Division 


and detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations April 6-28. 
No. 10,—Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, U. 8: Army, commanding detachment of —! 

1. the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations May. 1-22. 

| No, 11.—Itinerary of the Artillery Brigade, Thirteenth Army Corps, for months of 
March, April, and May. 

No, 12.—Lieut. Henry Roe, Chicago (Illinois) Mercantile Battery, of operations 
March 15-April 8. 

No. 13.—Lieut. Charles M. Callahan, Battery A, First Missouri Light Artillery, of 
operations March 16—April 10. 


* For naval reports, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 
5, 1864. 


“Sabine CrossRoads, | ¢ 
18. Ce 1 Thomas Dillon, ' Twenty-cighth 1 Towa Infantry, of en age 


abine Cross-Roads. . a 
19. aie Maschil Manring, Fifty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of engage 
§ - Sabine Cross-Roads. / 


20.—Col. William J. Landram, Nineteenth Kentucky Dehanitry. comman: 
seers Fourth Division, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. = 
On 21. —inerary of the Fourth Division, ae 1-May 25. 


at putas uideh at Sabine Cross-Roads, 
. 23.—Maj. Francis A. Sears, Sixty-seventh Indiana Eufantry, of eaceiey at 
Rr? Sabine Cross-Roads. 
~ No. 24.—Capt. William T. Cummins, Nineteenth Kentucky Infantry, of operation 


ss April 6-11. 
No.) 25.—Maj. Joseph E. Greene, Twenty-third Wisconsin Infantry, of engagement _ fs 
at Sabine Cross-Roads. 2 


“No. >26. —Capt. Daniel De Camp, One hundred and thirtieth Illinois Infantry, ‘ 

pea Second Brigade, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads, ; 

- No. 27.—Capt. James R: Lynch, Forty-eighth Ohio Infantry, of engagement at 

RS _ . Sabine Cross-Roads. ; 

No. 28,—Lieut. Col. William H, Baldwin, Highty-third Ohio Infantry, of oneness i 

ment at Sabine Cross-Roads. <a 
No. 29.—Capt. Joseph Leonard, Ninety-sixth Ohio Infantry, of engagement at — 

é Sabine Cross-Roads. : 
- No. 380.—Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. 8. Army, commanding detachments of 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps. 
’ No. 31.—Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mower, U. S. Army, commanding detachment of eS 

i Sixteenth Army Corps. 
_ .No. 82,—Col. Lucius F, Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, commanding Second — 
3 a Brigade, First Division, of engagement at Pleasant Hill, with itinerary — 
fered of the brigade, March 1-May 24. 
No, 33,—Maj. John C. Becht, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 
No. 34,.—Col. Sylvester G. Hill, Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry, commanding Third — 
Brigade, of affair at Henderson’s Hill and engagements at Pleasant Hill ee 
a and Yellow Bayou, with itinerary of the brigade, March 4—-May 24, © | 
ie No. 35.—Lieut. Col. William B. Keeler, Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry, of affair at 
ee Henderson’s Hill and engagement at Pleasant Hill. 
No, 86.—Lieut. Col. William H. Heath, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, of affair 
at Henderson’s Hill. : 
No. 387.—Maj. George W. Van Beek, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, of engage- 
ments at Pleasant Hill and Yellow Bayou. i 
No. 38,—Col. William F. Lynch, Fifty-eighth Mlinois Infantry, Communes e 
First Brigade, Third Division, of the capture of Fort De Russy and en- 
gagement at Pleasant Hill, with itinerary of the brigade, March 1- 
May 20. 
No. .39.—Col. Thomas J. Kinney, One hundred and nineteenth Illinois Infante 
commanding regiment and First Brigade, of the capture of Fort De 
Russy and engagements at Pleasant Hill and Yellow Bayou. 


| : you the brigade, March 1 
3. Lae cal Soseph HL Newbold, Fourteenth Towa Haters of - 


(5:—Capt. Leroy A. Caine: Fourteenth Iowa Tashi of engagement t 
poaeeee Mg Yellow Bayou. - Peleg 
wo —Col. James I. Gilbert, Peentyseronih: Iowa Infantry; of the nus of 
‘ Fort De Russy and engagements at Pleasant Hill and Yellow” Bayou, 
‘ ai, —Col. John Scott, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, of the capture of Fort be 
Ais Russy and engagement at Pleasant Hill, 
Bs -48.—Maj. Gustavus A. Eberhart, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, of. engngement + 
at Yellow Bayou. 
49.—Maj. Robert W. Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, of the capt 
of Fort De Russy and engagements at Pleasant Hill and baat 
‘glee Bayou. 2 
fo. 50.—Capt. James M. Cockefair, Third Indiana Battery. 
No. 51.—Lieut. Thomas J, Ginn, Third Indiana Battery, of engagement at. Yellow. 
Bayou. 
52.—Col. Risdon M. Moore, One hundred and seventeenth Illinois Infante 
commanding Third Brigade, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. eee us 
. 58.—Maj. Thomas W. Morgan, Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry, of engagementat = 
Pleasant Hill. oer 
54,—Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam, One hundred and seventeenth itinoiet 
Infantry, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 
55.—Col. Edward Wehler, One hundred and seventy-eighth New York Infan- 
try, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 
. 56.—Brig. Gen, T. Kilby Smith, U.S. Army, commanding Provisional Division, 
Seventeenth Army Corps. 
. 57.—Lieut. John H. Tiemeyer, Battery M, First Missouri Light Artillery, of 
operations March 26—April 13. 
. 58.—Lieut. Col. Andrew W.: Rogers, Highty-first Illinois Infantry, Second 
Brigade, of operations April 7-13. 
, 59.—Col. Thomas W. Humphrey, Ninety-fifth Illinois Infantry, of operations = + 
= March 16-April 15. 
* No. 60.—Brig. Gen, William H. Emory, U. 8. Army, commanding First Division 
p2 and Nineteenth Army Corps. 
» No. 61.—Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, Acting Engineer 
a Officer Nineteenth Army Corps. 
’ No. 62,—Capt.Henry W. Closson, First U.S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, Nineteenth 
: Army Corps, of engagement at Monett’s Ferry, with itinerary of the 
Artillery Reserve, March 15-May 20. 
No. 63.—Capt. Benjamin Nields, First Delaware Battery. 
- No. 64.—Capt. William S. Hinkle, First Indiana Heavy Artillery, of engagement 
at Blair’s Landing. 
No, 65.—Lieut. Franck E. Taylor, Battery L, First U. S. Artillery. 
No. 66.—Lieut. Edward L. Appleton, Battery L, First U.S. Artillery, of engagement 
at Pleasant Hill. 


: engagements : at ‘Sane (ous Binds’ and Plea 5 
S reineivaie of the First Brigade, May 1-220" 
ol, Edwin P. Davis, One hundred and fifty-third New - York 


_ Brigade, of engagements at Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleasant an 


ce Lieut, Col. Justus W. Blanchard, One hundred and sixty-second N one 


Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, of operations April 21-26, 


y . 76.—Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Hubbard, Thirtieth Maine Infantry, 
. 77.—Brig. Gen. Frank 8. Nickerson, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade! 


. 80.—Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Department of the Gulf, March 10- 


. 83,—Capt. Ormand F. Nims, Second Massachusetts Battery, of engagement at 


é 


Second Division, of engagement at David’s Ferry, with inary of the " 
brigade, ee 15-May 22. ; 


FON SE near NeokontviTle: 


‘May 26. 


81,—Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee, U. 8. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, of sg 


operations April 4-13. 


. 82.—Brig. Gen. Richard Arnold, U.S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, of 


engagement at Monett’s Ferry and skirmish (May 2) at Wilson’s Landing. 


Sabine Cross-Roads. 

84,—Col. Thomas J. Lucas, Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, commanding _ 
First Cavalry Brigade, of affair at Henderson’s Hill. 

85.—Capt. Francis H. Whittier, Thirtieth Massachusetts Infantry, Acting As- % 


sistant Quartermaster, Fourth Cavalry Brigade, of wagons lost a 
Sabine Cross-Roads. 5 


. 86.—Capt. Elbert H. Fordham, Thirty-first Massachusetts Mounted Tale * 


of operations May 14-18. My 

87.—Col. Oliver P. Gooding, Thirty-first Massachusetts Mounted Infantry, com- An 
manding Fifth Cayalry Brigade, of skirmish at Campti and engage- : 
ment at Monett’s Ferry. AY 

88.—Capt. William Davis, Eighteenth New York Cavalry, of engagement at 
Sabine Cross-Roads. ‘ 

89.—Maj. George R. Davis, Third Rhode Island Cavalry, of skirmish at Campti ‘i 
and engagement at Pleasant Hill. : 

90.—Lieut. Col. Charles H. Parkhurst, Third Rhode Island Cavalry, of voyage : 
from New Orleans to Alexandria. 

91.—Lieut. Commander K. Randolph Breese, U. 8. Navy, of the aan of 
the steamer City Belle. 

92,—Brig. Gen. Daniel Ullmann, U.S. Army, of the capture of steamers on Red~ 
River, &e. 

93.—General E. Kirby Smith, C. S. Army, commanding Trans-Mississippi De- 
Sani including operations February 21-June 30. 


EP RS 


Bere 


Col. George W. Baylor, Second nd Arizona Cavalry, com 
cavalry brigade, of. operations April 7218.00. 
a Brig. Gen. William Steele, C. S. Army, commanding, Cavalry Di 


_of operations April 22-May 18. 
ut. Col. Samuel J. Ward, Jeffers’ Missouri Cavalry, ae rT 


Be Noaehis Bluff. 
105.—Brig. Gen. St. John R. Liddell, C, 8. Army, commanding Sub-dis 
North Louisiana, of operations January 26-May 22. ie; 


No. 1. 
stract from returns, and rosters of the U. S. troops composing the 


"Red River Expedition, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. Sv ce 
Army, commanding, for March 31 and April 30, 1864. fas 


RETURN FOR MARCH 31. 


Present for po Wek a= he a 
duty. - gz = 
E 2 ee | 3 
: Be Oe ee 
Command, 2 ee NS eens 
wa & oe iS 
® ® oa n pedis 
e} a <q < a! tas ie 
- General headquarters: z 
Staff and escort isa 20 47 106 160 ; 
Engineer troops 40 681 872 Neale ne 
UDB et Siete bral Rie Nr Moe in ACP ARR AA eRe a 60 72 978 ef ah ee f 
Thirteenth Army Corps: 
vy ATH ERE Da FSA CE 2 So se aa ee ne eS ce ae EEN Pee ITO 94 | 2,020 |} 2,275 |. 4,418 8. 
POET EOL VISE D peels ah iota ig area nd Se Aas fe aia Hintepaniy af ope 132 | 2,527 |*:2,990 | 5,971 10 
Hi Total Thirteenth Army. Corps... o..c civ iesuieuec nese cee 226 | 4,547 | 5,265 | 10,384 18 
_ Nineteenth Army Corps: 
b EVCAGG UGMPCES, jain at-.csttad Aye sierra amelie plomaetarem Ahk io’ slaalains wiaios sini? SHOW Ileep seer saga 10 DO mctsos 
- MATS ISI OMe Rs eer ccial asic ora ccarel Seep iaraicdees ial tsi tole aia ngaela\erecal | 294 | 6,198.) 7,184,| 9,733. | 14 
) Second DIVISION Glew i. cnc <'-sh diel eja.n ie gin flaiovanee mparsiviege o cenied Ss 146 | 3,700) 4,477 | 5,950 18 
PARES Ty HEV OS CLMO rr sle- simian elo: </n)eTdik 0 ele ol alayateln(ciyjatelcya''nys jal ast Ap 6 270 280 B Yi} 14 
Total Nineteenth Army Oorps...2. 6... eee tee ee ee ee tee 456 | 10,163 | 11,901 | 16,068 46) i 
= =a 
Mette DREN GIO OG sir fs Wee A fa eee eel gees B81) 1447 | 1,745 | 2,034 0.0 
EERE TSS hn ee a TAR 205 | 4,448 | 5,333 | 8,996) 12 


* w Headquarters and the Second and Third Brigades and hatteric ies. 
b First Brigade, First Division. 


ny of the ‘Tonnesses (detachment) : etl f 
BIRDBRS eo see ao ates aes fe ine, Pastner) eC peri seen gens 
irs ‘bi ision, Sixteenth Army Corps........ a see Daa | =: 108 3 we 
Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps.............. marie 237 { : 
Provisional Division, Seventeenth Army Corps....... ates 73| 1,648 | 2, 
Total Army of the Tennessee.......... Meni satrsberemelste 417 | 8,518 | 10,625 | 15,925 


EM eel See oe 1, 452 | 20,851 | 85,847 | 5 4, 374 


| General headquarters ; 
Sey Staff and escort..... ER Srah oe SER Sa See SEES Sin Wes 
Bo ~ Engineer troops «522s. se sees ees RPS Ne 38 | 657 81 | 990 vo 
GCE TB ICES saa CoA tnt IROL RIBAS Py sf BB] 702] ° 988 fT, 461 | 
Thirteenth Army Corps : Peer Re 
SHCA QUARECYS. O26: sere S ccs esisaiesans ccs Sis Medisvep hie ak Cs ee 15 19 35 ; 
~ Second Brigade, First Division. @.-.....-.. 0.222. nets cer eee 112 | 2,069 | 2,383 4,903 x4 
: poe eee tM Peehaintae PWiaatl cinta via oot csis anastin ed wt oe cia i ee ay) oe Sa 
Bee PASE OID OOVISIONE Sis wileie ieee das pislanic cgens oaulow cvecet Cau her eyes 7 p 1 OO. Yuin ane 
_ Fourth Division 9 ase |, 7806 ra : 


lineteenth Army Corps: 

MEORMQUATUCES ooo oe oad cc's Phen c weasels seta ate erence 
orp LESEN EO BAIA g CIRC a Racer eat er RI ea er Sw Rue 
BRE OCOONE DIVISION. D553. oecets detoes Sas « ben eied Sea eS 


PRMMMOT VO ROROIVG Sosa sis cmsacteoci aaah de eased aGrlew SEO 
{ ES SSR SS a ane SARS | eS eG, Pe Ce | 
.- Total Nineteenth Army Corps .,........-. Sut ees eee 417 | 9,639 | 11,602 | 15,904 
Beare A Atriquec. 5.0... o. codes Seale cbeennce uses gs} 1,447 | 1,745 | 2,034 |... 
eo Cavalry; Division dich. os. ecaoh hike ce ees pairs Sue Rees 253 | 5,003 | 6,210 | 10, 462 
Army of the Tennessee (detachment) : eal ey Wear 
Seen FOAM CMADLCIS curds oi cats cas Boss os caeaee bak ee isha as BS i arene 3 “gles ee 
First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps ...........:........5 181 | -3,221 |, 4,101 | +6,587 4.440 = 
Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps................0.0005 191 | 4,393 |! 5,464 | 7,498 
Provisional Division, Seventeenth Army Corps............ 78 | 1,607 | 2,052] 3,818 
Total Army of the Tennessee ..... es es 453 | 9,221 | 11,620 | 17,907. ; 
Grand total Red River expedition ...... Reels ste 1,584 | 31,918 | 39,041 | 61,690 80, . 
Serr See 3 , b 
a Transferred from Texas to Alexandria, April 18-26.» ‘ ea 


>The First Brigade transferred from Carrollton to Alexandria, April 15-18. 


- ~ -eAs reported March 31. tH ae ‘ 
..., @ Return reports loss of ten pieces of artillery at Sabine Cross-Roads. Battery F, First U. 8. Artil- _ 
ta (our guns), gained from Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. The Second Brigade at Port Ve 
_ Hudson. : . 
SSCS Re ee 
" 7 : 
* oe & 
Ki bess 
\ 


‘GUARDS, aC. ; 


Sictiakt troo cope (Comp anies A nd iB), Capt Richard w 


ot (Company 
THIRTEENTH ARMY corps (DETACHMENT). 


Gant. Frank ayes 


Brig. Gen. THOMAS BE G. Ransom. 
: ‘THIRD DIVISION. Be 
o Brig. Gen. ROBERT A. CAMERON, 
e First Brigade. + | Second Brigade, 
" Lieut. Col. AARON M. Frory. : Col. Witt1am H. RAYNOR. oe 


ES 46th Indiana, Capt. William M. DeHart. | 24th Towa, Maj. Edward Wright. 
, 29th Wisconsin, a, Bradford Han- | 28th Iowa, Col. John Connell. ~~ 
is cock, | | 56th Ohio, Capt. Maschil ee 


> 


Artillery. ge 


Ist Missouri Light, Battery A, Lieut. Elisha Cole. 
Ohio Light, 2d Battery, Lieut. William H. Harper, 


FOURTH DIVISION. t 


Col. WILLIAM J. LANDRAM., 


; First Brigade.§ Second Brigade. | 
; Col, FRANK EMERSON. Col. JosepH W. VANCE. ~ 
—‘W7th Ilimois, Lieut. Col, Lysander R. | 130th Ilinois, Maj. John B. Reid, 
Webb. 48th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Joseph W, Lind- 
67th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Theodore E. sey. 
Buehler. 83d Ohio, Lieut. Col, William H. Bald- 


19th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. John Cowan. win. ee 
. 23d Wisconsin, Maj. Joseph’ E. Greene. | 96th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Albert H. Brown. — 


4 Artillery. ; 

, ‘Indiana Light, ist Battery, Capt. Martin Klauss. 

: Chicago (Iinois) Mercantile Battery,*] Lieut. Pinckney 8. Cone. 
Bas L* ALN atchitoches. General Cameron assumed command March 3. 


+The Eleventh, Twenty-fourth, ane Thirty-fourth Indiana Regiments absent on 
veteran furlough. 

¢ At Natchitoches and on Cane River. Colonel Landram assigned to command 
March 15, vice Ransom, commanding the detachment. 

§ The Sixtieth Indiana on veteran furlough (non-veterans attached to Sixtyy 
seventh Indiana) and the First United States on duty in New Orleans. ees 

| The Ninety-seventh Illinois on duty in New Orleans. Ye 

"| Capt. Patrick H. White, of this battery, was chief of artillery detachment Thir- fe 
teenth Army Corps. 


fahis’ Cot’ Goorus L. Beal. | 18th Maine, Coll Henry Rust; gran 
ith Maine, Col. George L. Beal. 13th Maine, _ He ‘ust, jr. 

New | ieut. Col. Henry B. | 15th Maine, Col.Isaac Dyer. 
ee Seta e eee 160th New York, Lieut. Col. John - 


1 New York, Col. George M. Love. Van Petten. ~~ 


ue _ Kinsey. ; | 
Sot Third Brigade. 
Col, LEWIs BENEDICT. 


30th Maine; Col. Francis Fessenden. 
162d New York, Lieut. Col. Justus W. Blanchard. . , 
165th New York, Lieut. Col. Gouverneur Carr, | 
173d New York, Col. Lewis M. Peck, 


ew York, Col. Edwin P. Davis. | 47th Pennsylvania, Col. ‘Tilghn an 
t, New York, Lieut. Col. William B. ee Temas onees Steaonics 


Artillery. 
Capt. GEORGE T. HEBARD. 


New York Light, 25th Battery, Lieut. Irving D. Southworth. 
ist United States, Battery L, Lieut. Franck E. Taylor. 
. Vermont Light, ist Battery, Capt. George T. Hebard. 


SECOND DIVISION, § é 
Brig. Gen. CUVIER GROVER. 
* Second Brigade. | Third Brigade. eee 
Col. Epwarp L. Moninevx. Col. JACOB SHARPE. 


, 18th Connecticut, Col. Charles D. Blinn, | 38th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. James 
1st Louisiana, Col. William O. Fiske. P. Richardson. Ae 


©) * 90th New. York (three companies), Maj. | 128th New York, Col. James Smiip. 
; John C, Smart. | 156th New York, Capt. James J. Hoyt. 
» 159th New York, Lieut. Col. Edward L. 175th New York (three companies), Capt. 
34 Gaul, Charles McCarthey. kes 
Artillery. : 


Capt. GEORGE W. Fox. 


Massachusetts Light, 7th Battery (G), Capt. Newman W. Storer. 
New York Light, 26th Battery, Capt. George W. Fox. 

ist United States, Battery F, Lieut. Hardman P. Norris. 

2d United States, Battery C, Lieut. John T. Rodgers. 


* Marched from Franklin March 16: arrived at Alexandria March 25 ; encamped 
Specie 31 at Alexandria and on Cane River; the Third Division in Defenses of New 

tleans. § 

' | The Thirtieth Massachusetts on veteran furlough. 

{ The Eighth Vermont on veteran furlough. 

$ The First Brigade at Carrollton. Grover assumed command March 14, 

| The Ninetieth New York (except three companies) in La Fourche District, and 
One hundred and thirty-first New York at Brashear City. 


ex Y React a FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISIO: t 
Re cee COR ARAB EON UR Dae 


x < 


i st Infantry (73d U. 8. Colored Troops), Maj. Hin E. a 
3d Infantry (75th U. S. Colored Te, COL Benes Ww. a ben 
12th Infantry (84th U. S. Colored Troops), Capt. James H, Corrin, — 
_ 22d_ Infantry (92d U. 8. Colored Troops), Col. Henry N. Frisbie. 


esis ce Gani ta cs ween oe 
AE ares ' Brig. Gen, ALBERT L. LEE. in acon 
4 moe oy - . 7 x ‘ 5 x = , 
Fi First Brigade. — Fourth Brigade. 
Col. THomas J Lucas. is Col, NarHan A. M. Dubey 


16th Indiana Infantry (mounted), Lieut. | 2d ‘Tlinois, Maj. Benjamin F. Marsh 


. _ Col. James H. Redfield. 3d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. L ret ( 
2d Louisiana Infantry (mounted), Maj. \: D. Sargent. _ Aare ARO 

5 Alfred Hodsdon. 31st Massachusetts Infantry (mounted), 
6th Missouri,+ Capt. Sidney A. Breese. Capt. Elbert H. Fordham. ~ 


“14th New York, Maj. Abraham Bass- | 8th New Haiupshire Infantty (moaned 
ford. Lieut. Col. George A. Flanders, - 


Third Brigade. — Fifth Brigade. 


Be _ Col. Harat RoBINsoN. Col. OLIVER P. GoopINa. 


te 87th Ilinois Infantry (mounted), Lieut. | 2d New York Veteran, Col. Morgan 


- Col. John M. Crebs. Chrysler. y 2) 
- 1st Louisiana, Maj.Algernon §.Badger. | 18th New York, Col. James J, Byrne. _ 
3 3d Rhode Island (detachment), Maj. 
3 George R. Davis, — Bes watt 


Artillery. 


4 Massachusetts Light, 2d Battery (B), Capt. Ormand F, Nims. 
, 5th United States, Battery G, Lieut. Jacob B. Rawles. 


ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE (DETACHMENT). 
Brig. Gen. ANDREW J. SMITH. 


FIRST DIVISION, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS. ¢ 


. Second Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Col. Lucius F. HUBBARD. Col. SYLVESTER G. HILL. 
Avth Illinois, Col. John D. McClure. 35th Iowa, Lieut, Col. William B. Keeler.) — 
5th Minnesota, Maj. John C. Becht. 33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. William H. 
8th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. John W. Heath, 
Jefferson, 


* Chief of corps artillery. ze 

+ Howitzer battery, under Capt. Herbert H. Rottaken, attached. (ie ciies 

+ The First Brigade at Memphis, Tenn.; the Eleventh Missouri, of Second Brigade, 
and the Eighth and Twelfth Iowa of Third Brigade on veteran furlough; the divis- 4) 
ion artillery reported as at Memphis and Vicksburg. Brig. Gen. J oseph*A. Mower - 
assigned to command of both divisions Sixteenth Army Corps, March 9, 


f 


furray. | 27th Iowa, Col. James I. Gilbert. 
BES ah er ER ee £4 Se ee ae 
| 2th Missouri,* Maj. Robert W. 


2 Sh Third Brigades Cee aa soe a ee 


Col, RIspoNM. Moore. 


49th Illinois, Maj. Thomas W. Morgan. _ 
117th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam, 
178th New York, Col. Edward Wehler. 
ARTILLERY. eaamigcre: 


Capt. JAMES M. COCKEFAIR. f 


‘Indiana Light, 834 Battery, Capt. James M. Cockefair. es 
- Indiana Light, 9th Battery, Capt. George R. Brown. c 


Sea PROVISIONAL DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, ee 


Brig. Gen. T, KILBY SMITH. 


: First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
~» Col. JonatHan B. Moore. Col. LyMANM. Warp. = 
Aist Illinois, Lieut. Col. John H. Nale. 8ist Illinois, Lieut. Col. Andrew Ww. . 
3d Iowa, Lieut. Col. James Tullis. Rogers. mee 


gers ; 
d Wisconsin, Maj. Horatio H. Virgin. | 95th Illinois, Col, Thomas W. -Hum- 


phréeyots. Rea 
14th it eet Capt. Carlos M. G. Mans- 
oe eld, | . 


; Artillery. 
1st Missouri Light, Battery M, Lieut. John H. Tiemeyer, 


ROSTER FOR APRIL 30. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
ENGINEER BRIGADE. 
Col. GEORGE D. ROBINSON, - 


: 97th U.S. Colored Troops, ee Col. George A. Harmount 
~ 5 99th U. 8. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Uri B, Pearsall. 


GUARDS, &C. 


ee Headquarters Troops (Companies A and B), Capt. Richard W i 
Escort (Company (), Capt. Frank Sayles. ), Capt, Richard W. Francis. 


b 


* Non-veterans of Twenty-first Missouri attached, 


ess rge W. Monrc 
uh.” 16th: Ohio, | . ip Kershner: 2. oe 
114th Ohio, Kelly, 


is 1 Brig, Gen, -Ropert A, CAMERON) = 6 
First Brigade.t eR ete Second Brigade, 


Col. Tuomas H. BRINGHURST. thoes Col. James R. SLACK. 
46th Indiana, Capt. Henry Snyder, | 47th Indiana, Lieut. Col. John A. Me 


h Wisconsin, Col, William A. Green. Laughlin. | 
. 24th Iowa, Maj. Edward Wright, ~~ 
28th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Batiholoe WwW 

Wilson. Bs 
56th Ohio, Col. William H. Raynor, —- 
_ FOURTH DIVISION. : 
Col. WiLLIAM J. LANDRAM. 


First Brigade.§ Second Brigade. 
Col, FREDERICK W. Moors. Col. Jon R. PARKER. ~ 
Tags * é 
_. 77th Illinois, Maj. John A. Burdett. 130th Illinois, Capt. John H. Robinson. 


_ 19th Kentucky, Capt. William T. Cum-| 67th Indiana, Maj. Francis A. Sears. 
: mins. 48th Ohio, Capt. James R. Lynch, =. 
~ 83d Ohio, Lieut. Col. William H. Bald- | 96th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Albert H. Brown, ~~ 


_ 28d Wisconsin, Maj. Joseph E. Greene. 
ARTILLERY. a eee 
Maj. ADOLPH SCHWARTZ. . 


Indiana Light, Ist Battery, Lieut. Lawrence Jacoby. 
Chicago (Illinois) Mercantile Battery,** Lieut. Henry Roe. 
: : ist Missouri Light, Battery A, Lieut. Elisha Cole. 

; Ohio Light, 2d Battery, Lieut. William H. Harper. 
Wisconsin Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Jacob T. Foster. 


UNATTACHED. : o 
Independent Company Kentucky Infantry, Capt. William F. Patterson. 


ee ee ee 


* Corps headquarters and Second Brigade, First Division, transferred from Texas 

to Alexandria, La., April 18 to 26. The remainder of the First and all of the Sec- 
ond Division remained in Texas during the campaign. 

+The Seventh Kentucky, Forty-second Ohio, and One hundred and twentieth 
Ohio at Baton Rouge, La. ; 

+ The Eleventh, Twenty-fourth, and Thirty-fourth Indiana reported on veteran 
furlough. 

§ The Sixtieth Indiana on veteran furlough and First United States on detached 
service at New Orleans, La. ; 

|The Ninety-seventh Illinois on provost duty at New Orleans, La., and the aps 
Kighty-third Ohio attached to First Brigade. 

"| Batteries G, First Michigan Light, and F, First Missouri Light, and the Sixteenth 
Ohio Battery on Matagorda Island, Tex. Battery A, Second Mlinois Light Artillery,: 
and the Seventeenth Ohio Battery at New Orleans. Batteries B and E, First Missouri 
Light, at Brownsville, Tex. Battery E, Second Illinois Light, at Baton Rouge, La. 

* Sent to New Orleans after the battle of Sabine Cross-Roads, 


Lp BOR. bard 

4th New York, Maj. Cea H. Carts, | 1624 ee Aa Capt. | Samuel Cow. 
New York, Col. George M. Love. | 
New York, Col. Edwin P. Davis. 


£ New York, Lieut. Col. William B. ood. oa 
\ uae 173d a Noe one, Bask Howard fs Gon ali 
Pita rady. aly. oe 


7 


: Second Brigade: Artillery. 
Brig, Gen. JAMES W. McMILLAN. 4 Capt. BENJAMIN NIELps. 


th Maine, Col. Henry Rust, jr. Delaware Light, ist Battery, Hiewt. : 
th Maine, Col. Isaac Dyer. Thomas A. Porter. 
Oth New York, Lieut. Col. John B. | New varie Light, 25th Battery, Lieut. 
Van Petten. ’ Irving D. Southworth. é 
47th Pennsylvania, Col. Tilghman H. | ist United States, Battery L, Lieut. 
Good. Franck E. Taylor. fy 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen, CUVIER GROVER. 
First Brigade. Third Brigade, 


Brig. Gen, FRANK 8S, NICKERSON. Col. JACOB SHARPE. 


“1334 New York, Col. Leonard D. H. 88th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. ‘Jathes 
Currie. P. Richardson. 
: 176th New York, Maj. Charles Lewis. 128th New York, Lieut. Col. James P. 
Foster. 
156th New York, Capt. James J. Hoyt. 
175th New York (three companies), Capt. 


Charles McCarthey. 
Second Brigade.t Artillery. 
Brig. Gen. Henry W. BIRGE, Capt. GEORGE W. Fox. 

aa “48th Connecticut, Col. Charles D. ice Massachusetts Licht, 7 
ist Louisiana, Col. William O. Fiske. — Capt. pene we Poot 2), 
159th New York, Col. Edward L. Moli- | New York Light, 26th Battery, Capt. 

neux. George W. Fox. 
2d United States, Battery C, Lieut. John 
| I. Rodgers. 


-* The Thirtieth, Massachusetts on veteran furlough. 
+The Ninth Connecticut and Twelfth Maine on veteran furlough. The brigade 
Be eRe from poten to Alexandria, La., April 15 to 18, 
e Ninetieth New York at Donaldsonville and the One hundred and thirty- 
first New York at Brashear ue La. oe 


try (78d U.S, Colored Troops), Maj. Hiram BE. Perkins, 
84 Infantry (Toth U.S. Colored Trosp), Col. Henry W, Fuller, 
“12th Infantry (84th U.S. Colored Troops), Capt. James H, Corrin. 
2d Infantry (92d U.S. Colored Troops), Col. Henry N. Frisbie. 


CAVALRY.§ phe 
Brig. Gen, RIcHARD ARNOLD.) | ie 


First Brigade. — Fourth Brigade, 


' Col. THomas J, Lucas. | - Col. Epmunp J. Davis. - 
Misti dlinoi Col’ Hashtolick Davik. 2d Illinois, Maj. Benjamin F. Marsh, jr. 


'_ 16th Indiana Infantry (mounted), Capt. 3d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col, Lorenzo 
oe James M. Hildreth. ©. D. Sargent. | 


A 


» 2d Louisiana Infantry (mounted), Col. 31st Massachusetts Infantry (mounted), 


‘Cle Charles Everett. Capt. Elbert H. Fordham. 
"6th Missouri, Maj. Bacon Montgomery. | *4 New Hampshire, Lieut, Col, Geor, 
4 A, Flanders. 
4 saa _ Third Brigade. Fifth Brigade. 
| Lieut. Col. Joun M. Cress. Col. OLIVER P. GoopING. 
> Ast Louisiana, Maj. Algernon. Badger. | 2d New York Veteran, Col. Morgan H. 
87th Illinois Infantry (mounted), Maj. Chrysler. 
j George W. Land. 18th New York, Col. James J. Byrne. 
aa 8d Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Charles H.. 
it Parkhurst. 3 4 
Artillery. 


Massachusetts Light, 2d Battery (B), Capt. Ormand F. Nims. eae x ; 
1st United States, Battery F, Lieut. William L. Haskin, Ne 
5th United States, Battery G, Lieut. Jacob B. Rawles, 


UNATTACHED, 


4th Indiana Cavalry, Company C, Capt. Andrew P. Gallagher. 
3d Maryland, Lieut. Col. Byron Kirby. 


*Defenses of New Orleans. 

+Chief of Artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps. 

¢ As.organized and commanded March 31, 1864. 

‘ The Second Brigade at Port Hudson, La. 

Cal Arnold relieved Brig. Gen, Albert L. Lee, April 18, 1864, 


Tilinois, Col. John D. McClure. 
‘Minnesota, Maj. John C. Becht. 
Wisconsin, Lieut, Col. John W. Jef- 


1 5 


- oe 


ik a! 


35th Iowa, Lieut. Col. William B. Keeler. 


33d Missouri, Maj. George W. 


Beek. : a 


j t 


THIRD DIVISION, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


First Brigade. 
; Col. Wittram F. Lyncn. 
. linois, Maj. Thomas Newlan, 


Illinois, Col. Thomas J. Kinney. 
89th Indiana,’ Col, Charles D. Murray. 


‘Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM T. SHAW: 
‘ 7 a ‘ 3 
14th Iowa, Capt. Warren C. Jones. — 
27th Iowa, Col. James I.Gilbert. 
32d Iowa, Col. John Scott. + ~ 


24th Missouri, Maj. Robert W.Fyan. 
‘Third Brigade. _ J 
Col. Rispon M. Moore. 


49th Illinois, Capt. Jacob E. Gauen. 
117th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam. 
178th New York, Col. Edward Webhler. 


ARTILLERY, 


Capt. JAMES M. CocKEFAIR. 


| {ndiana Light, 3d Battery, Capt. James M. Cockefair, 
; Indiana Light, 9th Battery, Capt. George R. Brown. 


PROVISIONAL DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS. = ae 


Brig. Gen. T. Kinpy Smiru. 


First Brigade. ° 


Second Brigade. 


Col. JONATHAN B. Moore. Col, Lyman M. Warp. ae 
: Aist Illinois, Lieut. Col. John H. Nale. | 

> 8d Towa, Lieut. Col. James Tullis. 
_ 38d Wisconsin, Maj. Horatio H. Virgin. 


8ist Illinois, Lieut. Col. Andrew Ww. 
Rogers. oe 
95th Ilinois,{ Col. Thomas W. Humph- 


rey. ae: 
: 14th Wiscous) Capt. Carlos M.G. Mans-°) _ 
ONE eld. hs. 


Artillery. 


1st Missouri Light, Battery M, Lieut. John H. Tiemeyer. 


* The First Brigade on an expedition from Memphis, Tenn., in pursuit of Forrest; 
the Eleventh Missouri, of Second Brigade, and the Eighth and Twelfth Iowa, of 
Third Brigade, on veteran furlough ; the artillery reported as at Memphis, Tenn. 
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- i is oye rae beat se 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
ee New Orleans, March 18, 1864 
have the honor to inclose for your information copi 
.* which reached me yesterday morning, announcing 
of Fort De Russy on the 14th, by General.A. J. Smit 
mn, and of Alexandria on the 15th, by the co-operating nav 


orces. The army in Western Louisiana, consisting of the First 
Jivision of the Nineteenth, the Third and Fourth ah dues the 
irteenth Corps, and the Cavalry Division, with several regiments — 
the ee d’Afrique, was to have moved from Franklin on Alex- 
dria early last week, but its march was interrupted by a severe 
n-storm, rendering the roads wholly impassable. The movement 
S, however, commenced on the ———. The whole force was in 
10tion beyond New Iberia, and my headquarters were en route to 
oin the expedition when the inclosed dispatches arrived. Leaving 
General Franklin to continue his march as expeditiously as possible 
to Alexandria, I shall proceed immediately to that point. 
Bs .Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s N. P. BANKS, is 
B < Major-General, Commanding,  —— 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEckK, 

z General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure.] 


iF =a 


+ 


otf 


3 "5 Baton RovuGE, March 17, 1864. 

. Brig. Gen. C. P. Stones, 

q Chief of Staff: 
Just received from General A. J. Smith 24 officers, 300 rank and 
file, prisoners, taken at Fort De Russy, Red River. Will send them 


_ to New Orleans as soon as possible. a 
! ; P. ST. GEO. COOKE, Bee 


Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


7 HEADQUARTERS Port Hunpson, La., Boe 
; March 24, 1864. aa 
GENERAL: Dispatches from Alexandria, dated the 22d of March, 
report that a reconnoitering party of about 3,000 infantry and a 
brigade of cavalry, with two batteries, under command of General 
Mower, of General Smith’s forces, Teas the enemy 10 miles, skir-  —, 
mishing most of the distance, and driving them before them. Gen- 
eral Mower reported to General Smith at 2 o’clock that the enemy 
was in force in front, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and a 
division was sent forward with two regiments of the cavalry of Gen- f 
eral Lee. Our troops advanced on the Bayou Rapides road toward 
Natchitoches, about 21 miles from Alexandria, met the enemy in 
force, turned his flank, captured 4 pieces of artillery, with caissons, 


lo N 


* Only one inclosure found, 
12 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 
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The river 


troops. he be bated 2 S340) ae 
genel ne the honor to be, with much respect, fe obedient servant, — 


P. BANKS, | 
Perice heey ates Major-General, Commanding. 
2 Maj,-Gen: FH. W.-HaALumog,«: «). ; 
af aA + Sania Washington, D. C. 


} HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
. New Orleans, March:25, 1864. 


GENERAL: In the absence of the commanding general, and by his © 


special direction, I have the honor to forward herewith copies of a 
dispatch from Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, chief of staff, dated Alex- 


' . andria, March 23, and of Brig. Gen. A. L. Lee’s report* of the affair 


_ of Henderson’s Hill, fought on the 21st instant. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
RICH’D B. IRWIN, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure.] 


; ALEXANDRIA, March 23, 1864—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. N. P. BAnKs, 
Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans: 

GENERAL: Thesteamers Luminary and Meteor have arrived, bring- 
ing 300,000 rations, which will all be discharged to-night. General 
Franklin has reported from near Holmesville, and would pass Che- 
neyville to-day. Lhave advised him, under present circumstances, to 
turn to the left through the piney woods, and make Henderson’s Hill, 
2miles hence on the road to Natchitoches, instead of this point; to 
send his empty wagons here for supplies, to be forwarded tohim on 
the road, Should he adopt this suggestion, I shall send two bri- 
gades of cavalry to-morrow to join him on the Cotile. 

I have direct. information to-day that Green left Houston, Tex., 
on Tuesday of last week to march by Jopan [Jasper?] to Natchito- 
_. ches; he has probably reached the Sabine to-day, and if Franklin 
' moves rapidly I hope he will be able to take the enemy in detail, 


7 


he 


\ Sa 


and whip Taylor before Green gets up, or, if Taylor should succeed . 


in falling back toward Natchitoches, to catch Green by himself and 
rout him. Should Taylor retreat toward the Sabine, our cavalry 
can press him severely before he can cross, and capture his trains 
and artillery. ‘The rebels have not succeeded in building the bridge 
they intended across the Sabine. Should the enemy succeed in 


* Not found. 


ie aie se 


espectfully ren 
to present a 


# pleasantly welcomed by the people here. Saeed 
a Captain Dudley, the person authorized to raise the Western Louis- 
iana scouts, has come in. During his passage up, on the flank of 
_ Franklin’s column, he has gathered 60 recruits, making his company 
_ 80 strong. This will, I am confident, prove an acquisition to your 
_ force. The men know the country and its routes and its resources © 
_ perfectly, and all enter the service joyfully under the flag of the na- | 
tion. Our men came in thismorning from the expedition of Monday. 
_ They marched in proudly enough, bringing in Edgar’s complete bat- 
_ tery of 4 guns, captured 250 prisoners and the battle-flag of the Sec- _ 
ond Louisiana (rebel) Cavalry, under that of Lucas’ brigade. No | 
one would have thought by theirlight step that our men had marched | 
61 miles, fought, won, and rested, all in forty-eight hours, and that . 
half that time they had been exposed to a pitiless cold rain and hail 
storm. But so it was. There are 22 commissioned officers whom I | 
_ have directed to be sent down the river to-morrow morning on the 
f Luminary. The rank and file will go a few hours later on the 
k 

$ 

§ 


_ Meteor. I deem it most safe to separate the officers and men for = 
the voyage. came. 
Lieutenant Sargent, whom I sent to New Iberia last Thursday, to 

- accompany the headquarters train, arrived safely this noon. The » 

_ train has arrived with the headquarters troops within the lines here. ety 

__ Will be in town to-morrow morning. Lieutenant Sargent reports  - 

_ the troops of Thirteenth and Nineteenth Corps as in fine condition. ‘ 

Dickey’s brigade, of the Corps d’Afrique, arrived here this morn- 

_ ing in good order. | 

Since writing my first page I have ascertained that the Luminary 
has been discharged, but that the Meteor will not be discharged before 
noon to-morrow. The first will leave at 8 a. m., the second at 1 or 2 
_ p.m. to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONH, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Alexandria, La., April 2, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th of March. Our information is that General Steele 
is moving on Shreveport from Little Rock, and was at the last 
advices at Camden. We have scouts on the way to him and must 
have more definite information soon. General Smith, with a column 
of 10,000 men from the Army of the Mississippi, is with us. Our 
troops now occupy Natchitoches, and we hope to be in Shreveport by 
the 10th of April. I do not fear concentration of the enemy at that 
point. My fear is that they may not be willing to meet us there ; if 


Texas, for the sole purpos 
in my 


on that line. 


Smith’s command will return to Vicksburg on the 15th or 17th of — 


this month, under orders from General Grant. The river has been, 


and is still, very low, which has delayed our operations. The gun- — 


boats were not able to cross the rapids at Alexandria until day before 


yesterday. Admiral Porter went up to-day. I leave Alexandria for — 


Natchitoches to-night. 

Your suggestions in regard to the concentration of my command 
have been duly considered. I do not think that there is any unnec- 
essary dispersion of troops. I have garrisons on the Rio Grande, at 
Pass Cavallo, in Texas, New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Port Hudson, 
Pensacola, and Key West ; none of them large, considering the im- 
portance of the positions they occupy. I should be glad tosurrender 
any of these points if, in the judgment of the Government, it can 
be done with safety. The President has expressed the wish that our 
ground may be maintained in Texas. In my belief they are all im- 
portant. Matagorda Bay commands the entrance to Eastern and 
Central Texas from the coast; it is of great importance that this 
place should be held if we should be compelled to operate from the 
coast. The garrison is not large. It can co-operate with us the 
-moment we enter Texas in our present movement, and hold on the 
coast a force superior to its own. I inclose a statement of the 
strength of each garrison. Z 
If you glance at our positions you will see that I am able to draw 
from each the last man that can be spared from its defense. This is 
true of every garrison from Brownsville by the way of New Orleans 
to Port Hudson; Pensacola and Key West, on the Gulf, are the only 
exceptions. Ido not think it possible better to arrange the troops 
for the operations in which we are. engaged at this time, and if we 
are not limited as to time or greatly reduced in force I am confident 
of an immediate and successful issue. It will be necessary for the 
Government to designate which of the posts now held can best be 
abandoned. One brigade of troops now at Port Hudson is ordered 
to join this column. 

The following statement will present to you the strength of the 
garrisons of all the posts now held : Rio Grande, 3,000; Pass Cavallo, 
Matagorda Bay, 3,277; Pensacola, 900; Key West, 791; New Or- 
leans, 1,125; Baton Rouge, 1,565: Plaquemine (colored), 620; Port 
Hudson (colored), 9,409. 

I have the honor to be, with highest respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauuecx, 
Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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rendered it DE ApS for the larger gun-boats to crossthe rapids 
e river until the 3d of April,the lighter draught boats. - 
having crossed with great difficulty a day or two earlier. A very 


_ spirited movement was made against the enemy on Henderson’s Hill, _ 


_ by_a detachment of the Sixteenth Corps, under General Mower, and 


a detachment of cavalry of the Nineteenth Corps, in which 4 guns 


* » erg ape 


~ 


and 250 prisoners were taken from the enemy. Col. Horace B. Sar- 


gent, Hirst Massachusetts Cavalry, was seriously wounded in this 


brilliant action. 
The steamers assigned to the Marine Brigade, being unable to cross 


the rapids, were ordered to return to Vicksburg, at the request of 


General McPherson. 

_The troops anticipated the movement of the gun-boats, and reached 
Natchitoches on the 2d of April, General Smith’s column by the 
river, and the Nineteenth and Thirteenth Corps, under General 


_ Franklin, by rapid marches. The river was steadily falling, and the 


larger gun-boats were unable to passGrand Kcore. The troops of Gen- 
eral A. J. Smith’s command, except one division, which was ordered 


_ to go by the river, took up the line of march for Pleasant Hill, 38 


miles distant from Grand Kcore, where I made my headquarters on 


_ the evening of the 7th of April, the cavalry commanded by General 


Lee being several miles in advance. Very heavy rains during this 


~ march made the single road within our reach almost impassable, and 


greatly impeded the progress of the trains and troops. The cay- 
alry, which throughout had constantly pressed the rear guard of the 
enemy’s troops, had several very sharp skirmishes, in all of which 
we had been successful, although suffering considerable loss. The 


enemy made his first stand at Wilson’s farm, near Pleasant Hill, on 


the afternoon of the 7th. The fight lasted a couple of hours, when he 
was driven from the field, with considerable loss in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. The next decided stand was at Carroll’s Mill, 8 miles 
beyond Pleasant Hill, where our advance was stubbornly resisted by 
a still stronger force with artillery. A brigade of infantry was sent 
forward to support the cavalry and the enemy retired upon their ad- 
vance. They were driven steadily during the day to a position 
within 5 miles of Mansfield. 

My headquarters on the morning of the 8th were at a bayou, 10 
miles beyond Pleasant Hill, where the column halted in order that 
the rear of the column, still impeded by almost impassable roads, 
might close up. At 10 o’clock I rode to the front, where some skir- 
mishing had occurred, intending to return to my quarters on the 
bayou. The forces in the front consisted of the cavalry under Brig. 


TEAR Tied i ira aa Pee 4 My ee it Giage ides i? ee eo ee Beet 
Gen. A. L. Lee and a detachment of the Thirteenth Corps, under Brig. 
Gen. T. E. G. Ransom. Upon reaching the front I found the line 
of skirmishers already engaged with the enemy’s cavalry, although 
but few had yet shown themselves. Itsoon ag thee that our march — 

_ was likely to be resisted by a stronger force t 

y Renetred. id ady hi 
troops to the front, though without notice or peng ee of agen- | 
: irmishers soon. ~_ 


an had yet been en- 
I instantly sent orders for the rapid advance of the 


eral engagement. The active movements of ours 


asp developed a strong line of the enemy in position, extending at some — 
length on the right and left of the line of march in front of the — 


Sabine Cross-Roads. It had been deemed of considerable importance 


to occupy this position by our forces in order to prevent a concen- 
_. tration of the forces of theenemy. General Ransom moved forward 


to the support of the cavalry, and the skirmishers opened a running 


fire, which lasted for some hours, though without developing the full — 
.. strength of the enemy’s forces or position. At 4 o’clock on the 8th, 
a tremendous fire suddenly opened along the whole of this line on 


the right and left of the road, when it became manifest that the 
enemy in full force and in strong position was in our front. The 
contest lasted for an hour, our troops resisting with remarkable 
spirit and courage the onsets of the enemy, until, utterly overpowered 
by numbers, they were compelled to fall back upon the rear of the 


column. A sharp ravine or gully separated the plain where this | 


engagement had commenced from the belt.of almost impenetrable 


:. 


< 


\ 


oes des 5 dak nl a to p< 


woods through which we had marched. On passing this point it — 


appeared that the entire cavalry train, with its artillery, occupied 
the road nearly to the line of skirmishers. The fatal consequences 
of this most incautious advance of trains and artillery were appar- 
ent upon the breaking of our lines in front of the enemy’s position. 
Upon the retreat of the advanced guard the enemy instantaneously 


enveloped the train of wagons, and it was impossible to withdraw — 


the artillery in consequence of the preoccupation of the ground by 
the wagons; and the encumbered roads impeded the movements of 
troops and caused many prisoners to fall into the hands of the enemy. 
The disasters of the day are to be attributed to the fatally incau- 
tious advance of the large cavalry train and the surplus artillery 
rather than to the strength of the enemy, his unexpected resistance, 
or the deficient valor of our troops. It is always difficult to ascertain 
the position of a concealed adversary, and temporary defeat is to be 
expected when the front of an advancing columu encounters the 
base of that of the enemy. ) : 
Every possible exertion was made to rally and reform the forces 
which had been engaged, but all efforts failed. The loss of prison- 
ers, artillery, and wagons and the fierce pursuit of a victorious and 
desperate foe for the moment. seemed to paralyze individuals and 
masses. The troops fell back, for the most part in good order, fight- 
ing in front of the enemy, the men retaining their arms until toward 


sunset, when the First Division of the Nineteenth Corps, Brig. Gen. | 


W. H. Emory commanding, had advanced to our support. Under 
cover of a line of skirmishers from its First Brigade, the division 
deployed into line of battle on the crest of a hill, General Dwight’s 
brigade on the right, Colonel Benedict’s brigade on the left, and Mc- 
Millan’s in reserve. The unexpected encounter with this force, while 
in pursuit of what he thought a routed army, was very desperate. 
He attacked the line at every point with demoniac energy, but the 
division presented at every onset an immovable wall of fire; and 


ing about 15,000. General Mouton was killed. Onow 
ces were engaged at different periods of the day, excepting 
1 A. J. Smith’s command—the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 


were compelled, anticipating an attack the next morning from — 
emy, either to await the advance of General Smith’s corps or 
all back to meet him. The want of water, the weakness of the — 
tion we held, and the uncertainty of General Smith being able — 
_ to reach the position we occupied at day-break, led to the adoption — 
of the second course. Our forces silently retired during the night, 
and in the morning took up a position on Pleasant Hill, joining the 
- forces of General Smith, who had halted at Pleasant Hill upon re- = 
_ ceiving information of our movement. Pleasant Hill represents ae Pe 
_ plain about 1 mile square, the residences of the town being located. 
upon its borders. It has a gentle slope to the west. Surrounding 
_ it were extensive tracts of woodland. General Dwight’s brigade 
held the right of the line, with McMillan’s brigade in reserve. Shaw’s _ 
brigade, of the Sixteenth, upon the left and center, and Benedict’s _ 
_ brigade, of the Nineteenth, and Lynch’s brigade, of the Sixteenth | 
- Corps, on the left; Mower’s division, of the Sixteenth Corps, in re- 
- serve. The enemy began to reconnoiter the new position we had 
assumed at 11 o’clock on the morning of the 9th, and as early as lor 
2 o0’clock opened a sharp fire of skirmishers, which was kept up at 
intervals during the afternoon. The approaches of the enemy were 
— covered by thick woods, but it was evident by his maneuvers. that 
- hepas preparing for an attack upon our left. To protect this, a 
regiment was placed in the woods, and the troops of the Thirteenth  —_- 
Army Corps, under General Cameron, were directed to-occupy the 
‘road leading from Pleasant Hill to Natchitoches, covering the train He 
which had been ordered to the rear, in order that the operations of 
the army might not be‘encumbered, and at the same time protecting 
our left flank. Skirmishing continued during the afternoon, with 
occasional discharges of artillery. About 45 o’clock the enemy 
abandoned all pretension of maneuvering and made a most desper- 
ate attack upon the brigades on the left center, commanded by 
Colonels Benedict and Shaw. The line wavered at this point 
momentarily, but, supported by the First Vermont Battery, soon re- 
gained its position, and the enemy was repulsed. Finding the posi- 
tion so much stronger than anticipated, or in pursuance of other 
plans, he gradually worked his way to the center and right, where © 
the same desperate attacks were repeated upon our right flank, the | 
whole force of the enemy gradually concentrating upon our right. 
The brigades of McMillan and Dwight repelled every attack, and 
drove him back with terrible loss. The brigade commanded by 
General Dwight had been suddenly changed at the commencement 
of the action, so as to cover the right of our center and a part of the 
right flank, and became in the end the pivot upon which the entire 
lines changed front to meet the altered plans of the enemy. The 
battle lasted until 9 o’clock in the evening. The rebels had concen- 
trated their whole strength in futile efforts to break the line at dif- 
ferent points. The most severe pressure occurred toward the close 


brigade. } "ve i 
- moment and maintained our position, from which the enemy was 
driven precipitately and with terrible destruction of life. He fled 
- to the woods upon the right, and was pursued with t energy by 
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the whole of our forces until it was impossible in the darkness to 


_ distinguish friend from foe. 


The losses were great on both sides, but that of the rebels, as we 
could judge from the appearance of the battle-field, more than double 
our own. It is impossible at this time to state the exact extent of 
our losses. Col. Lewis Benedict was killed upon the left, at the 
close of the struggles, having received in the early part of the 
engagement a severe wound, against which he bore u until the 
fatal shot deprived him of life. Many most valuable officers fell in 
leading their troops. We recaptured 3 pieces of cannon, taken on 
the day previous, 4 or 5 caissons, a large number of small-arms, and 
500 prisoners. The loss of the enemy in officers commanding im- 
portant positions during the day is said by the prisoners captured 
to have been very great. The rebel officers and men who have fallen 
into our hands, as well as officers and men of our own command, 
represent this struggle as more sanguinary and desperate for the 
brief period it continued than any engagement in which they have. 
ever participated. The rout of the enemy was complete. At the 
close of the engagement the victorious party found itself without 


_ rations and without water. To clear the field for the fight, the train 


had been sent to the rear upon the-single line of communication 
through the woods, and could not be brought to the front during 
the night. There was neither water for man or beast, except such 
as reno exhausted wells had afforded during the day, for miles 
around. 

Previous to the movement of the army from Natchitoches orders 
had been given to the transport fleet, with a portion of the Sixteenth 
Corps, under the command of Brig. Gen. Kilby Smith, to move up 
the river, if it was found*practicable, to some point near Springfield 
Landing with the view of effecting a junction with the army at that 

oint on the river. The surplus ammunition and supplies were on. 

oard these transports. It was impossible to ascertain whether the 
fleet had been able to reach the point designated. The rapidly 
falling river and the increased difficulties of navigation made it 
appear almost certain that it would not be able to attain the point 
proposed. A squadron of cavalry sent down to the river, accom- 
panied by Mr. Young, of the engineer corps, who was thoroughly 
acquainted with the country, reported on the day of the battle that 
no tidings of the fleet could be obtained on the river, and we were 
compelled to assume that the increasing difficulties of navigation 
had prevented it, even if disaster had not occurred from the obstruc- 
tions which the enemy had placed in the river. These considera- 
tions, the absolute deprivation of water for man or beast, the ex- - 
haustion of rations, and the failure to effect a connection with the 
fleet on the river, made it necessary for the army, although victorious 
in the terrible struggle through which it had just passed, to retreat 
to a point where it would be certain in communicating with the fleet 
and where it would have an opportunity of reorganization. The 
shattered condition of the Thirteenth Army Corps and the cavalry 
made this indispensable. The wounded were gathered from the 
battle-field, placed in comfortable hospitals, and left under the care 


date than the 2d of April, when it is represented he had an engage- 
ment with a portion of Price’s command, which had been repulsed. 
This is confirmed by the reports of rebel prisoners, who state that 
General Price (two of whose divisions were at the battle of Pleasant 


Hill) had a contest with General Steele a week or ten days before — 


the recent battle, from which they had just returned. 

We have captured from the enemy in this campaign 23 guns and 
1,500 prisoners, who are now in our possession. The only loss we 
have sustained, except in killed and wounded, was on the morning 
of the 8th of April, when the train and batteries of the cavalry were 
abandoned. Sixteen guns, 2 mountain howitzers, and 125 wagons 
show the extent of this loss, several of which were captured this 
day. An advance will be commenced immediately upon a line 
differing somewhat from that adopted first and rendering the column 
less dependent upon a river proverbially as treacherous as the enemies 
we fight. 

I Have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Comdg. Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C. 
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‘materially affected the course of events, but I trust that the results 


- may meet with your approval. An immediate advance will be made 
upon the objective point of the expedition—Shreveport. Inmycon- 
versation with General Sherman at New Orleans I stated that I _ 
-shoped to complete our operations within thirty days after reaching 
_ Red River at Fort De Russy or Alexandria, which we should accom- 

-plish by the 15th or 17th of March. I am still of opinion that this 


would have been accomplished except for the unavoidable delays 


os that have been occasioned by the low stage of water in the Red River, 


and the very great difficulty of maintaining our communications on 
that line. My instructions, however, were from Major-General Hal- 


leck, who directed me to move upon Shreveport, and informed me 


that Generals Sherman and Steele would co-operate with me in that 
view. No limitation of time was placed upon the movement, al- 


though it was expected to be accomplished with the least possible - 


delay. I had the honor to receive from you a communication, to 
which a reply was forwarded on the 26th of March, by Lieutenant 
Towner. You instructed me in that communication that if the ex- 


eg pedition could not be accomplished within ten or fifteen days of the 


time designated by General Sherman, the command of General Smith 


' would be ordered to return to Vicksburg, even should it occasion the 


abandonment of the chief object of the expedition. The time specified 
IT understand to be the 15th or 17th of the month, and I have hopes 
that within ten or fifteen days of that time our object will be accom- 
plished, when General Smith will return. JI have the honor to sug- 


gest, however, that at this time his departure will affect other inter- 


ests besides that of the possession of Shreveport. <A large fleet of 


- gun-boats and transports are in the upper river, which cannot possi- 


bly descend below Alexandria on account of the falling water. I 
have in my immediate front an army of 25,000 men, among them 


- some of the best troops of the rebel Government, and commanded by 


distinguished and desperate officers. The withdrawal of General 
Smith’s command from my forces at this time places me at their 
mercy, and the army under my command. It will lead to the sacri- 
fice of the army and the navy, as well as the abandonment of the 
expedition. My judgment is against it, and I cannot believe that 
were the circumstances known to the Government at Washington 
that it would be insisted upon. Admiral Porter agrees with me fully 
in this view. I need not say that at the earliest moment when it may 
be done consistent with the safety of the army and navy, I shall ex- 
ecute the orders in relation to General Smith’s return ; until then, I 
hope he may be allowed to co-operate with us. 

The rebel army on the Red River comprises the whole forces of the 
Trans-Mississippi Department, except a small number on the coast 
of Texas, under Magruder. If this organized force is destroyed it 
can never be replaced. I regard that result as certain to be accom- 
plished if our movement is not interrupted. This will enable you to 
throw all the forces now occupied in the Department of the Gulf, as 
well as a large portion of those in Arkansas and Missouri, to the 
support of the armies east of the Mississippi. If this expedition is 
abandoned without the destruction of the organized forces of the 


in this department. We have been com-— 


ore, La., April 13, 1864. 
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tee -Heapquarters DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
aa Grand Ecore, April 17, 1864—(via Cairo, April 28). wes 
(Received 4.45 p.m.) 


4 I send by mail to-day a dispatch, the substance as follows : The 
enemy will defend Shreveport to the lastextremity. WhileI threaten 
it they will abandon all ideas of threatening Arkansasand Missouri. 
General Steele does not co-operate with me when moving onadifferent 
line. I request to be re-enforced by General Steele and his co-operat- 
ing force, and also by troops from Missouri or Kansas, that ]may 
~~ advanceimmediately upon Shreveport. In this manner I shall defend 
Arkansas and Missouri, and prevent offensive operations by the — 
enemy in those States, while I shall live upon and exhaust one of 
their most fertile regions, a region that they must hold or their army 
must cease to exist. This campaign cannot be abandoned without 
abandoning the navy and permitting the invasion of Missouri. see 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 
. * Major-General, Commanding. 
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Lieutenant-General GRANT, 5. Pi eal 
Comdg. Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C. daa 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Grand Eeore, La., April 17, 1864. 


GENERAL: The campaign upon which we have entered has already 
developed several facts of great importance. First. The enemy 
regards the possession of Shreveport as a point vital to the exist-— 
ence of the trans-Mississippi army, and will fight to maintain its 
possession with all their forces and with great desperation. Second. 
It has changed their operations from an offensive to a defensive 
character. It is unquestionable that they had intended to make an 
invasion of Missouri, which they hoped would have disturbed the 
arrangement of troops east of the Mississippi. By this movement 
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one column and one line, and with his forces there would be no 


obstacle to our progress. Fourth. The low stage of water in Red — 


River deprives us substantially of the assistance of the gun-boats, 
leaving us to depend entirely upon the strength of our land forces, 


with very little aid even of water transportation above the point 


~ now occupied. — 


and also that immediate success, with a concentration of our forces, 
is within our reach. I have drawn from my department all the men 
that can be spared, which gives me, at the outside, 20,000 bayonets. 
The junction of General Steele’s forces would give me all the 
strength I need. Governor Hall, of Missouri, who is here, and who 
accepts the idea I have presented, that this campaign is a defense 


_ of Missouri, represents that there is a large unoccupied force in © 
_ Missouri and Kansas, from which 10,000 men could be spared with- 


out detriment to the public service. I earnestly represent the 
increased importance of this campaign ; the impossibility of with- 
drawing from it without the sacrifice of the navy, in the present 
state of navigation ; the fact that it has changed the operations of 
the enemy from an offensive to a purely defensive attitude ; that it 
is a protection to Missouri and Arkansas, as well as Louisiana, and 
the certainty of its immediate and successful termination, as reasons 
why the forces west of the Mississippi should be concentrated as far 


~ as possible upon this line and with this column. If the rebel army 


under Smith is destroyed no other can be organized, and the defense 


_» of these States can be safely left, in a great measure, to the people 


themselves, the whole of the available force of the Union army 
being turned, in the course of the season, to the assistance of the 
troops east of the Mississippi. 

Unless this army can be destroyed or dispersed it will require all 
our forces, and more, to protect these States. I regard it of the 
highest importance, in the changed aspect of affairs, that this con- 
centration should be made. 

_ Linclose herewith a statement of the garrisons in my department, 
with the numbers of men at each, and suggest that the forces are 
not too large for the defense of the posts which they hold. The river 
is steadily falling; is scarcely navigable above this point. But our 
expedition does not depend upon the river. We only want the men 
necessary to overcome the enemy, who is in full force between us 
and Steele, moving alternately against one and the other, neither 
column being in sufficient force to effect his position. If we leave 
the Red River in possession of the unbroken forces of the enemy it 
will require constant vigilance and large forces to protect the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi or any of the trans-Mississippi States from 
invasion during the year. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

Se N. 4 Paes 
ajor-General, Commanding. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, : a 

Comdg. Armies of the U. S., Washington, D. C. 


we have defeated that expectation, and hold their full strength for — 

the defense of their position, relieving entirely Missouri and Arkan- _ 
gas. Third. The co-operation of Steele, upon the -lineon which he ~ 

is moving, renders us no assistance whatever. We should have but. 


be 
These considerations together show that the campaign is of greater _ 
importance than was generally anticipated at its commencement, 
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The above statement is as accurate, as the imperfect material at 
nd will admit of making: ees 
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pa tapeaaid aa GRAND Ecorse, LA., April 18, 1864. 
The rebel army of the West, 25,000 strong, is in our front. The 
_ withdrawal of my command without the destruction or dispersion of _ 
_ this force will enable them to commence offensive operations in Mis- | 
- souri, Arkansas, or Louisiana, or against each of these States suc- 
cessively. It will require the whole force, more than a hundred 
thousand strong, west of the Mississippi to, defend these States  ‘_ 
- against the successive attacks of this force, and it will be difficult to — 
concentrate any considerable force from the army on the Mississippi 
for operations against Mobile with such an active and powerful 
enemy in our rear. The destruction or dispersion of thisarmy, the 
desolation of the country it occupies, and the destruction of theland 
or water transportation will make it impossible fora reorganization 
or any movement against the States bordering upon the Mississippi,  —— 
and enable a strong force of our troops to commence an immediate  — 
and successful campaign against Mobile. This result is certain to 
be accomplished within thirty days, if only a portion of Steele’s com- 
mand could operate with me upon this line, independent of the river © 
and of the navy. This campaign is not of my suggestion, but its ~~ 
results are so much more important than I first thought, and so cer- 
tain to be attained, that I hesitate to withdraw my forces without 
positive orders, and I send this dispatch by telegraph, knowing that 
a reply can be telegraphed me in return without delay. Important t 
as the campaign is, I would not embarrass the greater operations of 
the army in the East. 
N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT. 


ALEXANDRIA, LA., April 30, 1864. 


My dispatch of the 24th gave you information of the arrival of my 
command at Natchitoches on the evening of the 20th instant, and 
also that an immediate advance upon the objective point of the expe- 
dition was in contemplation, upon a line differing somewhat from 
that upon which we had retired, with a view to render my column 
less dependent upon the river. The rapidly falling river, however, 
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action in killed and wounded was from 150 to 200. A full list of the 
killed and wounded will be forwarded as speedily as possible. 
Among the wounded was Colonel Fessenden, of the Thirtieth Maine 
Volunteers, who commanded the assailing brigade. The troops in 
the front, immediately upon the success of the force on the right, 
occupied the bridge and the bluff commanding the river, where we 
rested for the night. The wounded were brought in and proper 
attention paid to the burial of the dead. The troops halted in this 
position during the night, the trains being sent forward early in the 
morning. 

At 2 o'clock on the morning of the 24th, six guns were fired by 
the enemy atour rear. This was apparently a coricerted signal to the 
forces in occupation of the bluff on the 23d, that the enemy in the 
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and 15 wounded. On the afternoon of the 24th, the column took | 
up its march for Alexandria, undisturbed by the enemy in flank or 
_ rear, where it arrived on the 25th and 26th. Our forces were inno 
disorder, and in nowise dispirited. OEE ESS ae eR gs eta 
_ Had the river been in condition to admit, we might have assumed 
the advance, but the water had fallen so low that it was impossible  , 
— for the fleet to go below the rapids at Alexandria. There wasno _ 
course left for the army but to remain for the protection of the fleet. > 
The fleet above the rapids comprised nine iron-clads—the strength 
of the fleet of the upper Mississippi—indispensable to maintaining 
_ the supremacy of the Government on that river, or to the protection 
of the mouth against domestic or foreign enemies. Itbeceme,there- __ 
_ fore, indispensable that the army should remain at Alexandria for 
_ the protection of the fleet. The advanced corps of the enemy mani- 
’ fested a determined spirit to concentrate all his forces in this vicinity, © 
‘ 


either for an attack on Alexandria or to get possession of the river 
below, for the purpose of cutting off ourcommunications. Hisforce, 
concentrated for this purpose, numbers from 30,000 to 35,000 men. It 
is indispensable that all the force of this command should beretained | 
here, and the orders given to General Smith by General Sherman to — 
rejoin his command east of the Mississippi were countermanded. 
On the 28th, a reconnaissance of the enemy in force caused an ex- 
pectation of an attack anda general engagement, but the day passed 
- _ without other conflict than that of sharp skirmishing between the 
advance cavalry of eitherarmy. The movements on both sides of 
the river below Alexandria indicate his purpose to avoid an attack 
on this post, and to concentrate below for the purpose of cutting off 
our communication with the Mississippi. ta ee 
The army is in good spirits and condition, has plenty of. supplies 
for the present, and is perfectly confident of success in any engage- 
ment that may occur with the enemy. A pontoon bridge has been | 
thrown across the river, for the purpose of offensive operations 
against any detachments of the enemy on the left bank of the river, 
and the construction of a wing-dam across the river, for the purpose 
of raising the water so that the gun-boats may be floated below the 
rapids, has been commenced. The line of defense, the position of : 
the town, and the location of the bridge and the dam, to which refer- 
ence is herein made, are indicated on the map* inclosed, which will 
present an accurate view of the position of our army at this time. 
It is necessary only to say that we are confident of being able to 
maintain our position without injury, and are grieved only that it is 
at present rendered impossible for us to co-operate with any general 
movements of the armies east of the Mississippi. 
Maj. Gen. David Hunter arrived on the morning of the 28th. He 
has delivered to me your dispatch, and communicated to me your 
views as to the future operations of this force. He has made him- 
self acquainted with every feature of our situation, and can repre- 
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Major-General McClernand, with the larger part of the force — 
recently at Matagorda Bay, arrived here on the evening of the 27th. 
~The balance of the force will reach here as soon as the material at 
~ Pass Cavallo can be disposed of. I have reduced the garrisons ieee 
the river to the lowest strength consistent with safety. Nothing has 
been left undone which would strengthen the force engaged in the 
movement upon the Red River.’ In view of the great efforts made — 
by the enemy to concentrate a force sufficient to destroy this army, 


ant to you truly the necessities which control our action, It, 
Doon Mogae sdvieslee that you should be placed in possession of th 
facts as soon as possible, and he leaves for that purpose this after- 


and to capture the fleet of gun-boats and transports, it is advisable’ 


_ that our force should be increased by 5,000 or 10,000 men if possible. — 
- - It will make certain the destruction of the organized army of the 


enemy west of the Mississippi, the whole of which is here, and will, - 


: in that event, enable’us to move against the enemy east of the Mis- 


sissippi in such direction as you shall direct. Itis nearly certain that 
the whole of this force would have been directed against New Or- 
leans if we had become inextricably involved in operations east of 


- the Mississippi ; or in the event of our remaining at New Orleans, it 


is certain that the invasion of Arkansas and Missouri by this force 


_ would have occurred. Both of these dangers have been avoided by 
the campaign which we have made, and except for the delay in co- 


™~ 


operating with other forces in other parts of the country, I do not know _ 


that anything has occurred which should be a cause of serious regret 

to the Government, except the accidental loss which occurred on the 

morning of the 8th of April by the incautious advance of our cavalry 

upon the enemy, in full force, with the unprotected trains and 

artillery of our advanced guard. Except the loss sustained on this. 
occasion, we have not lost a wagon, or a gun, or any material of the 

army, and have not suffered unduly in killed and wounded in the 

several severe conflicts through which we have passed. Our loss in 

killed, wounded, and captured, including all missing men, is less 

than 3,500 ; that of the enemy exceeds 5,000. 

‘T inclose copy of dispatch received from Major-General Steele by 
Captain Dunham, an officer of my staff, which is the first communica- 
tion I have been able to effect with General Steele since the campaign 
commenced, You will observe that his language is nearly identical 
with my former dispatch—that the line upon which he was moving 
was too far distant, and rendered impossible the co-operation of the 


two armies. 
N. Pa BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant. 


‘ ALEXANDRIA, May 8, 1864. 
(Via Memphis 19th and Cairo 21st. Received 12.30 p- m., 21st.) 
The dam will be completéd to-morrow, 9th instant, and the gun- 
boats relieved ; we shall then move immediately for the Mississippi. 
N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General, Com ling. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. Granr, OT 


Washington. 
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iad been given for the construction of adam onthe Red River — 
Alexandria, for the relief of the entire fleet of the navy, which _ 
ras detained above the rapids. The dam was commenced on Mon- | 
lay, the 2d of May, and was completed on Sunday, the 8th. This — 
ork was constructed under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel | 

y, of the Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, to whom it is impos- 
e to accord too much praise for the skill and energy with which 
he pursued this work. The army gave its labor to the completion _ 
of the work, night and day, with the greatest spirit and success. 
‘Two of the gun-boats came over on Sunday evening, and on Monday 
morning, at 5 o’clock, a portion of the dam gave way, which reduced 
_ the water on the rapids to its original ‘evel. Its reconstruction was 
_ immediately commenced, and completed, with additional wing-dams 
_ above the rapids, on Thursday, the 12.h, which raised the water to a 
_ sufficient height to allow the boats to pass; andon Thursday evening 
and Friday morning they all passed over the falls created by the ate 
dam in safety. The rapids extend in length 14 miles, makng a ~— 
- gradual descent of 8 feet and some inches, and the fall occasioned ee 
_ by the water passing through an opening made in tne dam for their t. 
final escape was 53 feet, making an entire fall of 133 feet. On the \ 
_ release of the gun-boats the army took up its line of march for ~ 
_Simsport. It encountered the enemy in full force on its march, on a 
_ prairie near Mansura, where it occupied a position covering three 
_ roads, leading to Cheneyville on the right, to Simsport on the left, [and 
_ to Moreauville,] over one of which the army must pass. A sharp en- 
- gagement ensued, lasting about four hours, and chiefly confined to the j 

artillery. Our troops getting possession of the wood in which the fe 

enemy was posted drove him back on the road to Moreauville. We 
- pursued him upon the second road to Simsport, where it arrived 
on the morning of the 17th. The Atchafalaya was bridged by the 
use of the transport vessels, and the passage of the river was com- 
pleted. On the evening of the 20th [18th?], General Mower’s divis- 

ion of the Sixteenth Corps, supported by a brigade of cavalry of the 

Nineteenth Corps, had a sharp engagement on Yellow Bayou with 

the enemy, in which we captured 180 prisoners. Our loss in killed 

and wounded was 140. The enemy’s force was estimated at 8,000. 

Throughout the entire campaign, except in killed and wounded 

(in which at Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, Mansura, Yellow 

Bayou, and other battles our losses have been severe), no prisoners, 

guns, wagons, or other material of the army have been captured by 

the enemy, except that abandoned to him in the unexpected engage- 

ment at Sabine Cross-Roads on the morning of the 8th of April. 

With the exception of the losses sustained there the material of the 

army is complete. General Canby arrived at Simsport on the 18th, 

and remained until the passage of the river was completed. The | 

troops will rendezvous at Morganza, on the Mississippi, a point they 

reach to-day and to-morrow. 

N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General. 
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Secretary of War, Washington, re ee a 
. mm: Lhave the honor to transmit a report of the military opera-_ 
“4 ae of my command in the Department of the Gulf, in 1862, 1863, — 
and 1864. Itisprepared by direction of the Adjutant-General. Being 
~ absent from the records, I have been unable to state as fully and as 
much in detail as could be desired the history of the different cam- 
 paigns, After the campaign of Port Hudson the troops were en- — 
- gaged immediately and continuously, and the officers were for that _ 
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Hon. E. M. STanTon, 
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DO 


reason unable to make detailed reports of the operations of their 


respective commands. I have been unable, therefore, to name the 
officers who deserve the consideration and favor of the Government 


for distinguished services, of whom there are many, and I shall ask 
leave to submit an additional report upon that subject. The details 
of the Port Hudson campaign are drawn from such publications and 


dispatches of the time as have been within my reach. Any error | 
that may occur will be corrected at the earliest possible moment. 


With much respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. — 


Sir: While engaged in earnest efforts to effect the capture of Gal- 


veston, with a view tothose general operations contemplated for the 
winter campaign, I was informed by a dispatch, received January 23 
and dated January 11, that ‘“‘it was proposed that General Steele 
should advance to Red River if he could rely upon your (my) co-oper- 
ation and be certain of receiving supplies on that line,” and that 
‘the best military opinion of the generals of the West seemed to 
favor operations.on Red River, provided the stage of the water would 


enable the gun-boats to co-operate;” that ‘“‘this would open a better 


theater of operations than any other for such troops as General Grant 


could spare during the winter.” I was also informed that Major-- 


General Grant and Major-General Steele had been written to, and 
I was instructed to communicate with them upon this subject.. 

Having made known my plan of operations on the coast, and fully 
stated at different times the difficulties to be encountered in move- 
ments by land in the direction of Alexandria and Shreveport, I did 
not feel at liberty to decline participation in the campaign, which 
had been pressed upon my attention from the time I was assigned to 
the command of this department, and which was now supported by 
the concurrent opinions of the general officers in the West, on account 
of difficulties which might be obviated by personal conference with 
commanders, or by orders from the General-in-Chief, It was not, 
however, without well-founded apprehensions of the result of the 
campaign, and a clear view of the measures (which I suggested) in- 
dispensable to success, that I entered upon this new campaign. The 
necessity of a perfect unity of command and of purpose, as well as 
of constant communication between the forces assigned to this duty, 
and then separated by hundreds of miles, was too apparent to admit 
of question. 

I replied to this dispatch on the 23d of January, stating that ‘with 
the forces proposed,” to wit, General Sherman and General Steele and 
my own disposable force, I concurred in the opinion that the Red 
River was the shortest and best line of defense for Louisiana and. 
Arkansas, and as a base of operations against Texas, and that with 
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“ rman the success of the movements on that line might t 
ade certain and important, and that.I should cordially co-opera 


hem in executing the orders of the Government. fy 
_ In order that the inherent difficulties attending the proposed com- 
bined movement, which had been thoroughly tested in the campaign 
of 1863 and 1864, and which I had represented with as much earnest- o 
‘ness as seemed to be proper, might be presented ina manner most — 
ely to gain attention, I directed Maj. D. ©, Houston, chief engi- — 
er of the department, who possessed the highest claims to favor-  __ 
able consideration from professional qualifications and experience, Tame 
and his acquaintance with the route, to prepare a memorial Upon ==: 
; ees on Red River, which had been long under consideration. 
‘This was transmitted tothe headquarters of the Army, and appeared 
to have received the attention and approval of the General-in-Chief. © 
It stated with precision the ohstacles to be encountered and the meas- 
_ ures necessary to accomplish the object in view. No change would 
be required in this statement if it had been written inreview rather = 
than in anticipation of the campaign. It recommended as a condi- : 

_ tion indispensable to success, first, such complete preliminary organ- ee 

_ ization as would avoid the least delay inour movements after the cam- tee 

- paign had opened ; second, that a line of supply be established from 

_ the Mississippi independent of water-courses; third, the concentra- 

3 tion of the forces west of the Mississippi and such other force as should 

_ be assigned to this duty from General Sherman’s command, in such 

_ amanner as to expel the enemy from Northern Louisiana and Arkan- 

_ sas; fourth, such preparation and concert of action among the differ- 

_ ent corps employed as to prevent the enemy, by keeping him ¢on- 

_ stantly employed, from operating against our positions or forces 

_ elsewhere ; and, fifth, that the entire force should be placed under the 
command of a-single general. 

__ Preparations for along campaign were advised, and the month of 
May indicated as the point of time when the occupation of Shreve- 
port might beanticipated. Not one of these suggestions, so necessary 
in conquering the inherent difficulties of the expedition, were carried 

_ into execution, nor was it in my power to establish them. The 

_ troops under command of General Steele were acting independently 
of my command, under orders not communicated to me, and at such 

_ distance that it was impossible to ascertain his movements or to 
inform him of my own, so that we might co-operate with or support 
each other. The detachment of troops from the command of Major- 
General Sherman, though operating upon the same line with my 
own, were under special orders, having ulterior objects in view, and 
afforded an earnest but only a partial co-operation in the expedition. 
The distance which separated the different commands, the impossi- 
bility of establishing necessary communications between them, the 
absence of a general authority to command them, the time that was 
required for the transmission of orders from Washington, and the 
necessity of immediate action on account of the condition of the 
rivers and operations contemplated for the armies elsewhere, gave 
rise to embarrassments in the organization of forces and in the exe- 
cution of orders which could not be overcome. 

In the instructions I received from the Government it was left to 
my discretion whether or not I would join in this expedition, but I 
was directed to communicate with General Sherman and General 
Steele and Admiral Porter upon the subject. I expressed the satis- 
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faction I should find in co-operating with them in a movement 


* 


deemed of so much importance by the Government, to which my ~ 


own command was unequal, and my belief that with the forces desig- 
nated it would be entirely successful. Having received from them 


- similar assurances, both my discretion and my authority, so faras 


the organization of the expedition was concerned, were at an end. 


“The disposition of the enemy’s forces at that time, according to the 


best information that could be obtained, was as follows : Magruder 


had about 20,000 men of all arms, of which 15,000 were serviceable. 
The main body covered Galveston and Houston from an anticipated — 


movement from Matagorda Peninsula, still held by our troops. 


Walker’s division, numbering 7,000 men, were upon the Atchafalaya — 


~ and Red Rivers, from Opelousas to Fort De Russy; Mouton’s division, 


between the Black and Washita Rivers, from Red River to Monroe, 


numbering 6,000 men; while Price, with two heavy divisions of 
infantry, estimated at 5,000, and a large cavalry force, estimated at 
from 7,000 to 10,000, held. the country from Monroe to Camden and 


Arkadelphia, confronting Steele. Magruder could spare 10,000 of 


his force to resist an. attack from the east, leaving his fortifications 
well garrisoned on the coast, while Price could furnish at least an 
additional 5,000 from the north, making a formidable army of from 
25,000 to 30,000 men, equal to any forces that could be brought 
against them, even with the most perfect unity and co-operation of 
commands. This estimate of the strength of the enemy was given 
in my dispatch of February 2, but was thought, wpon information 
received by the Government, to be exaggerated. = 
The defenses of the enemy consisted of a series of works cover- 
_ ing the approaches to Galveston and Houston from the south, the 
defenses of Galveston Bay, Sabine Pass, and Sabine River, Fort De 
Russy, a formidable work located 3 miles from Marksville for the de- 
fense of the Red River, and extensive and formidable works at Trin- 
ity, the junction of the Tensas and Washita at Camden, commanding 
approaches from the north. To meet these forces of the enemy it 
was proposed to concentrate, in some general plan of operations, 
15,000 of the troops under command of General Steele, a detach- 
ment of 10,000 from the command of General Sherman, and a force 
from 15,000 to 17,000 men from the Army of the Gulf, making an 
army of 35,000 to 37,000 men of all arms, with such gun-boats as 
the Navy Department should order. Orders were given to my com- 
mand at once to suspend operations at Galveston, and vigorous 
preparations were made for the new campaign. Having been 
charged by the President with duties not immediately connected 
with military operations, but which were deemed important and 
required my personal attention at New Orleans, the organization of 
the troops of my command assigned to the expedition was intrusted 
to Maj. Gen. W. B. Franklin. The main body of his command, 
consisting of the Nineteenth Corps (except Grover’s division at 


. Madisonville, which was to join him) and one division of the Thir- . 


teenth Corps, under General Ransom, were at this time on Berwick 
Bay, between Berwick City and Franklin, on the Bayou Teche, 
directly on the line of march for Alexandria and Shreveport. Small 
garrisons were left at Brownsville and Matagorda Bay in Texas 


(positions which, under instructions from the President and subse- » 


quently from Lieutenant-General Grant, were not to be abandoned), 
at New Orleans, and at Port Hudson, which was threatened by a 
vigorous and active enemy ; smaller garrisons at. Baton Rouge and 


ensacola 


ce 


d that. 


> cavalry on the 19th and the infantry on the 25th. ; 
On the 13th of March, 1864, one division of the Sixteenth Corps, 
der Brigadier-General Mower, and one division of the Seven- — 
teenth Corps, under Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith, the whole under _ 
command of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, landed at Simsport, on the | 
_ Atchafalaya, and proceeded at once toward Fort De Russy, carrying 
it by assault at 4.30 p. m..on the afternoon of the 14th. Two hun-— 
dred and sixty prisoners and 10 heavy guns were captured. Our — 
loss was slight. The troops and transports, under General A. J. 
Smith, and the Marine Brigade, under General Ellet, with the gun- 
_ boats, moved to Alexandria, which was occupied without opposition 
on the 16th of the same month. General Lee, of my command, | 
arrived at Alexandria on the morning of the 19th. The enemyin ° 
the mean time continued his retreat through Cheneyville, in the 
- direction of Shreveport. coe 
Officers of my staff were at Alexandria on the 19th, and I made = — 
my headquarters there on the 24th, the forces under General Frank- : 
lin arriving on the 25th and 26th of March; but as the stage of the 
water in Red River was too low to admit the passage of the gun- © 
boats or transports over the falls, the troops encamped near Alex- 
andria, General Smith and his command moving forward 21 miles 
to Bayou Rapides, above Alexandria. There was but 6 feet of water 
in the channel, while 74} was necessary for the second-class and 10 
feet for the first-class gun-boats. The river is narrow, the channel 
tortuous, changing with every rise, making its navigation more 
difficult and dangerous probably than any of the Western rivers, 
while pilots for the transports were reluctant to enter Government - 
service for this campaign. The first gun-boat was unable to cross 
_ the rapids until the 26th; others crossed on the 28th, with some 
transports, and others still on the 2d and 3d of April, the passage 
having been made with difficulty and danger, occupying several 
days. Several gun-boats and transports, being unable then to ascend 
the river, remained at Alexandria or returned to the Mississippi. 
While at Alexandria Major-General McPherson, commanding at 
Vicksburg, called for the immediate return of the Marine Brigade— 
a part of General Smith’s command—to protect the Mississippi, for 
which service it had been specially organized. The transports of 
this brigade were unable to pass above Alexandria; the hospital-boat , 
Woodford had been wrecked on the rapids in attempting the passage 
up. The troops were suffering from small-pox, which pervaded all 
the transports, and they were reported in condition of partial mutiny. 
It was not supposed at that time that a depot or garrison at Alexan- 
dria would be required, and this command, being without available 
land or water transportation, was permitted to return to the Missis- 
sippi, in compliance with the demands of General McPherson. This 
reduced the strength of the advancing column about 3,000 men. 
The condition of the river and the inability of the transports to 
pass the falls made it necessary to establish a depot of supplies at 
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_ of the campaign, which did not contemplate a post or depot at any | 


Alexandria and a line of wagon tran 


ee 


from the steamers 
departure from the plan — 


below to those above the falls. This was a 


fi 


3 ‘point on Red River, and involved the necessity of leaving a division 


at Alexandria for the purpose of protecting the depot, transports, 


and ee Brig. Gen. C. Grover was placed in command of the — | 


post, and his division left for its defense. This reduced the force of 


the advancing column about 3,000 men. 


While at Alexandria, on the 21st instant, a movement was organ- 
ized against the enemy posted at Henderson’s Hill, 25 miles in ad- 
vance. The expedition consisted of three brigades of General A. J. 
Smith’s command and a brigade of cavalry of the Nineteenth Corps, 
under command of Colonel Lucas, of the Sixteenth Indiana Volun- 
teers, the whole under command of Brigadier-General Mower, of the 
Sixteenth Corps. The enemy was surprised, losing 250 prisoners, 


200 horses, and 4 guns with their caissons. Col. H. B. Sargent, of 


my staff, was severely wounded in this action, and disabled from 
service during the campaign. This affair reflected the highest credit 
upon the officers and men engaged. Anticipating by a few days the 

assage of the gun-boats, the army marched from Alexandria for 


- Natchitoches, 80 miles distant by land, reaching that point on the 2d 


and 3d of April. The enemy continued his retreat, skirmishing 
sharply with the advanced guard, but offering no serious resistance 
to our advance. Theshortest and only practicable road from Natch- 
itoches to Shreveport was the stage road through Pleasant Hill and ~ 
Mansfield (distance 100 miles), through a barren, sandy country, 
with little water and less forage, the greater portion an unbroken 
pine forest. 
A‘reconnaissance from Natchitoches on the 2d of April, under 
command of General Lee, discovered the enemy in force at Pleasant 


Hill, 36 miles distant, and established the fact that a portion of 


Green’s command had arrived from Texas, and were then confront- 
ing us. Prisoners captured from Price’s command indicated (what 
had been feared from the loss of time at Alexandria) a concentration 
of the entire available force of the enemy, numbering, according to 
the statements of prisoners and intercepted letters, about 25,000 men, 
with seventy-six guns. The river was perceptibly falling, and the 
larger gun-boats were unable to pass Grand Ecore. The troops, under 
command of General A. J. Smith, had hitherto moved in transports 


by the river, now marched by land from Natchitoches, with the ex- 


ception of one division of the Seventeenth Corps, 2,500 men, under 
Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith, which, by order of General A. J. Smith, 
continued its movements by the river, in company with the fleet, for 
the protection of the transports. The arrangement of land trans- 
portation for this portion of the column, the replenishing of supply 
trains from the transports, and the distribution of rations to the troops 
were made at this point, but the fleet was unable to ascend the river 
until the 7th of April. The condition of the river would have jus- 
tified the suspension of the movement altogether at either point, ex- . 
cept for the anticipation of such a change as to render it navigable. 
Upon this subject the counsel of the naval officers was implicitly 
followed. 

On the 4th of April, Col. O. P. Gooding, commanding a brigade 
of cavalry engaged upon a reconnaissance north of Red River, en- 
countered Harrison’s command, 1,500 strong, in which the enemy 
was defeated with considerable loss. Our loss was about 40 in killed, 


4 ny a i 
t of two divisions 
re A ia First Division, Nineteenth Cor 
General Emory, and a brigade of colored troops under co 
and of Colonel Dickey, the whole under the immediate command of 
ajor-General Franklin. The detachments.of the Sixteenth Army 
ps, under command of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, followed on the 
, and adivision of the Seventeenth Army Corps, under Brig. Gen. 
Kilby Smith, accompanying Admiral Porter on the viver asa 
guard for the transports. The fleet was directed to Loggy Bayou, — 
opposite Springfield, where it was expected communications would 
be established with the land forces at Sabine Cross-Roads, a distance 
of 54 miles by land from Grand Ecore, and 100 miles by water. Bets 
- IT remained with a portion of my staff to superintend the departure 
of the river and land forces from Grand Ecore until the morning of 
the 7th and then rode rapidly forward, reaching the head of the 
column at Pleasant Hill the same evening, where the main body en- 
camped. General Smith’s command was at the rear of the column | 
on the march, but passed the negro brigade on the route to Pleasant | 
Hill. A very heavy rain fell all day on the 7th, which greatly im- 
_peded the movement of the rear of the column, making the road 
almost impassable for troops, trains, or artillery. ‘The storm did | 
not reach the head of the column. In passing the troops from 
Natchitoches to Pleasant Hill I endeavored as much as possible ‘to 
accelerate their movements. The enemy offered no opposition to~ 
_ their march on the 6th. On the 7th, the advance drove asmall force 
_ to Pleasant Hill, and from there to Wilson’s farm, 3 miles beyond, — 
where a sharp fight occurred with the:enemy posted in averystrong = 
‘position, from which they were driven with serious lossand pursued 
_ to Saint Patrick’s Bayou, near Carroll’s Mill, about 9 miles from 
_ Pleasant Hill, where our forces bivouacked for the night. , We sus- 
- tained in this action a loss of 14 men killed, 39 wounded, and 9 miss- 
ing. We captured many prisoners and the enemy sustained severe 
losses in killed and wounded. During the action General Lee sent to i 
General Franklin for re-enforcements, anda brigade of infantry was 
sent forward, but the firing having ceased it was withdrawn. The 
officers and men fought with great spirit in this affair. At daybreak 
on the 8th, General Lee, to whose support a brigade of the Thir- 
teenth Corps, under Colonel Landram, had been sent by my order, 
advanced upon the enemy, drove him from his position on the opposite — 
side of Saint Patrick’s Bayou, and pursued him to Sabine Cross-Roads, 
about 3 miles from Mansfield. The advance was steady but slow, 
and the resistance of the enemy stubborn. He was only driven from 
his defensive positions on the road by artillery. At noon on the 
8th, another brigade of the Thirteenth Corps arrived_at the cross- 
roads under Brigadier-General Ransom to relieve the First Brigade. 
The infantry moved from Pleasant Hill at daybreak on the 8th, 
the head of the column halting at Saint Patrick’s Bayou in order that 
the rear might come up. I passed General Franklin’s headquarters 
at 10 a. m., giving directions to close up the column as speedily as 
possible, and rode forward to ascertain the condition of affairs at 
the front, where I arrived between 1 and 2 0’clock. General Ran- 4 
som arrived nearly at the same time, with the Second Brigade, Thir- 
teenth Corps, which was under his command in the action at the 
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3 eroas-roads: _I found the troops in line of b. 
ey engaged, the main body of the enem 


attle, the skirmishers — 
posted on the crest of — 


a hill in thick woods on both sides of a road leading over the hill to — 


Mansfield on our line of march. It was apparent that the enemy ~ 


was in much stronger force than at any previous point on the march, — 
and being confirmed in this opinion by General Lee, I sent to Gen- 
eral Franklin, immediately upon my arrival, a statement of the — 
facts and orders to hurry forward the infantry with all possible dis- — 
patch, directing General Lee at the same time to hold his ground 
steadily, but not advance until re-enforcements should arrive. Our 


- forces were for a long time stationary, with some skirmishing onthe _ 


flanks. It soon became apparent that the entire force of the enemy 
was in our front. Sevatat officers were sent to General Franklin to 
hurry forward the column. Skirmishing was incessant during the 
afternoon. At 4.30 p.m. the enemy made a general attack all along 
the lines, but with great vigor upon our right flank. It was resisted 
with resolute determination by our troops, but overpowering num- 
bers compelled them, after resisting the successive charges of the 


enemy in front and on the flank, to fall back from their position to _ 


the woods in rear of the open field, which they occupied, retreating 
in good order. The enemy pressed with great vigor upon the flanks, 
as well as in front, for the purpose of getting to the rear, but were. 
repulsed in this attempt by our cavalry. 

At the line of woods a new position was assumed, supported by 
the Third Division of the Thirteenth Army Corps, under General 


Cameron, which reached this point about 5 p. m., and formed in line 


of battle under the direction of Major-General Franklin, who accom- 
panied its advance. The enemy attacked this second line with great 
impetuosity and overpowering numbers, turning both flanks and 


advancing heavily upon the center. The assault was resisted with 


gallantry, but the troops, finding the enemy in the rear, were com- 
peed to yield the ground and fall steadily back. The road was 

adly obstructed by the supply train of the cavalry division, which 
prevented the retreat of both men and artillery. We lost ten of the 
guns of Ransom’s division in consequence of the position of the 
train, which prevented their withdrawal. Repeated efforts were 


‘made to reform the troops and resist the advance of the enemy, but 


though their progress was checked, it was without permanent suc- 
Cess. . 
Brig. Gen. W. H. Emory, commanding First Division, Nineteenth 
Corps, had been early notified of the condition of affairs, and directed 
to advance as rapidly as pessible and form a line of battle in the 
strongest position he could select, to support the troops in retreat 
and check the advance of the enemy. The order to advance found 
him 7 miles to the rear of the first battle-ground. He assumed'a po- 
sition at Pleasant Grove, about 3 miles from the cross-roads, on the 
edge of the woods commanding an open field, sloping to the front. 
The One hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers, Lieutenant- 
Oolonel Kinsey commanding, were deployed as skirmishers and - 
ordered to the foot of the hill, upon the crest of which the line was 
formed to cover the rear of the retreating forces, to check the pursuit 
of the enemy, and give time for the formation of the troops. 
General Dwight, commanding First Brigade, formed his troops 
across the road upon which the enemy was moving, commanding the 
open field in front. The Third Brigade, Colonel Benedict command- 
ing, formed to the left, and the Second Brigade, General McMillan, 


red and 
rk Volunteers were attacked ai iven 1e 
threatened, a portion of McMillan’s brigade formed on 
ight of General Dwight. The fire of our troops was reserved 
the sear was at close quarters, when the whole line opened 
* u them with most destructive volleys of musketry. The action — 
_ lasted an hour and a half. The enemy was repulsed with very great — 
_ slaughter. During the fight a determined effort was made to turn — 
__ our left flank, which was defeated. Prisoners reported the loss of 
_ the enemy in officers and men to be very great. General Mouton 
_ was. killed in the first onset. Their attack was made with great des- — 
_ peration, apparently with the idea that the dispersion of our forces 
_ at this point would end the campaign, and with the aid of thestead- 
_ ily falling river leave the fleet of transports and gun-boats in their 
hands or compel their destruction. Nothing could surpass in im- 
petuosity the assault of the enemy but the inflexible steadiness and 
valor of our troops. The First Division of the Nineteenth Corps, by | 
its great bravery in this action, saved the army and navy. But | 
for this successful resistance to the attack of the enemy at Pleasant 
_ Grove, the renewed attack of the enemy with increased force could 
: not have been successfully resisted at Pleasant Hill on the 9th of 
_ April. We occupied both battle-grounds at night. e 
rom Pleasant Grove, where this action occurred, to Pleasant Hill — — 
was 15 miles. It was certain that the enemy, who was within the | 
reach of re-enforcements, would renew the attack in the morning, © 
and it was wholly uncertain whether the command of General Smith — 
could reach the position we held in season for a second engagement. 
For this reason the army toward morning fell back to Pleasant Hill, 
General Kmory covering the rear, burying the dead, bringing off 
the wounded, and all the material of the army. It arrived there at 
8.30 on the morning of the 9th, effecting a junction with the forces — 
of General Smith and the colored brigade under Colonel Dickey, 
which had reached that point the evening previous. 

Early on the 9th, the troops were prepared for action, the move- 
ments of the enemy indicating that he was on our rear. A line of 
battle was formed in the following order: First Brigade, Nineteenth 
Corps, on the right, resting on a ravine; Second Brigade in the 
center, and Third Brigade on the left. The center was strengthened | 
by a brigade of General Smith’s forces, whose main force was held 
in reserve. The enemy moved toward our right flank. The Second 
Brigade withdrew from the center to the support of the First Bri- 
gade. The brigade in support of the center moved up into position, 
and another of General Smith’s brigades was posted to the extreme 
left position on the hill, in echelon to the rear of the left main line. 

Light skirmishing occurred during the afternoon. Between 4 and 
5 o'clock it increased in vigor, and about 5 p. m., when it appeared 

_to have nearly ceased, the enemy drove in our skirmishers and at- 
tacked in force, his first onset being against the left. He advanced 
in two oblique lines, extending well over toward the right of the 
Third Brigade, Nineteenth Corps. After a determined resistance 
this part of the line gave way and went slowly back to the reserves. 
The First and Second Brigades were soon enveloped in front, right, 
and rear. By skillful movements of General Emory the flanks of 
the two brigades, now bearing the brunt of the battle, were covered. 
The enemy pursued the brigades, passing the left.and center, until 
he approached the reserves under General Smith, when he was met 
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by a charge led by General Mower and hecked. The whole of the 
reserves were now ordered up, and in turn we drove the enemy, con- — 
- tinuing the pursuit until night compelled us to halt. — 7 


pa 


The battle of the 9th was desperate and sanguinary. The defeat ss 


pare for an advance. The train, which had been turned to the rear 


on the day of the battle, was ordered to reform and advance at day- — 

break. I communicated this purpose at the close of the day to | 

General A. J. Smith, who expressed his concurrence therein, But 

eo 25 Salem subsequently received from General Franklin and 
al 


the general officers of the Nineteenth Corps, as to the condition 
of their respective commands for immediate active operations 


| against the enemy, caused a suspension of this order, and a: confer- 
-ence of the general officers was held in the evening, in which it was 


determined, upon the urgent recommendation of all the general offi- 
cers above named, and with the acquiescence of General Smith, to 
retire upon Grand Ecore the following day. The reasons urged for 
this course by the officers commanding the Nineteenth and Thir- 


teenth Corps were, first, that the absence of water made it abso- 


lutely necessary to advance or retire without delay. General 
Emory’s command had been without rations for two days, and the 
train, which had been turned to the rear during the battle, could 
not be put in condition to move forward upon the single road through 
dense woods, in which it stood, without difficulty and loss of time. 
It was for the purpose of communicating with the fleet at Spring- 
field Landing from the Sabine Cross-Roads to the river, as well as to 
prevent the concentration of the Texan troops with the enemy at 


' Mansfield, that we had pushed for the early occupation of that 


point. Considering the difficulty with which the gun-boats passed 
Alexandria and Grand Kcore, there was every reason to believe that 
the navigation of the river would be found impracticable. A squad- 
ron of cavalry, under direction of Mr. Young, who had formerly 
been employed in the surveys of this country and was now con- 
nected with the engineer department, which had been sent upon a 


_ reconnaissance to the river, returned to Pleasant Hill on the day of 


the battle with the report that they had not been able to discover 
the fleet nor learn from the people its passage up the river. (The 
report of General T. Kilby Smith, commanding the river forces, 
states that the fleet did not arrive at Loggy Bayou until 2 p. m. on 
the 10th of April, two days after the battle at Sabine Cross-Roads.) 
This led to the belief that the low water had prevented the advance 


of the fleet. The condition of the river, which had been steadily’ 


falling since our march from Alexandria, rendered it very doubtful, 
if the fleet ascended the river, whether it could return from arly 
intermediate point, and probable, if not certain, that if it reached 
Shreveport it would never escape without a rise of the river, of 
which all hopes began to fail. The forces designated for this cam- 
paign numbered 42,000 men. Less than half that number was 
actually available for service against the enemy during its progress. 

The distance which separated General Steele’s command from the 
line of our operations (nearly 200 miles) rendered his movements of 
little moment to us or to the enemy, and reduced the strength of 


of the enemy was complete, and his loss in officers and men more _ 
-. than double that sustained by our forces. There was nothing inthe _ 
immediate position or condition of the two armies to prevent a 
- forward movement the next morning, and orders were given to pre- 


dep 


gation, with our forces — 
The retur 


ae General ( ‘Ov nO: ine Brigade 
defense of the Mississip) 1 
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to the defen » Mis i, upon the demand of Major-General 
VicPherson, and which could not How Alexandria without its steam. 
r move by land for want of land transportation, made a fur- 
reduction of 3,000 men. The protection of the fleet of trans- 
ports against the enemy on both sides of the river made it necessary 
General A.'J. Smith to detach General T. Kilby Smith’s division 
2,500 men from the main body for that duty. The army train — 
uired a guard of 500 men. These several defachments, which it 
3 : impossible to avoid, and the distance of General Steele’s com- — 
mand, which it was not in my power to correct, reduced the number 
_ of troops that we were able at any point to bring into action from > 
42,000 men to about 20,000. The losses sustained in the very severe 
battles of the 7th, 8th, and 9th of April amounted to about 3,969 — 
men, and necessarily reduced our active forces to that extent. 
_. The enemy, superior to usin numbers in the outset, by falling 
_ back was able to recover from his great losses by means of re-enforce- 
_ ments, which were within his reach as he approached his base of = __ 
_ operations, while we were growing weaker as we departed from ours. 
We had fought the battle at Pleasant Hill with about 15,000 against 
22,000 men and won a victory, which for these reasons we were un- — 
able to follow up. Other considerations connected with the actual 
military condition of affairs afforded additional reasons for the course 
_ recommended. . Between the commencement of the expedition and 
z 
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the battle of Pleasant Hill a change had occurred in the general 
command of the army, which caused a modification of my instruc- 
_ tions in regard to this expedition. 
¢ Lieutenant-General Grant, in a dispatch dated the 15th .March, 
which I received on the 27th March, at Alexandria, eight days be- 
fore we reached Grand Ecore, by special messenger, gave me the 
following instructions : 
Should you find that the taking of Shreveport will occupy ten or fifteen days 
more time than General Sherman gave his troops to be absent from their command 
you will send them back at the time specified in his note of (blank date) March, 
even if it should lead to the abandonment of the main object of the expedition. 
Should it prove successful, hold Shreveport and Red River with such force as you 
en necessary and return the balance of your troops to the neighborhood of New 
rleans. 


These instructions, I was informed, were given for the purpose of 
having ‘‘all parts of the army, or rather all armies, act as much in 
- concert as possible,” and with a view to a movement in the spring 
campaign against Mobile, which was certainly to be made “‘if troops 
enough could be obtained without embarrassing other movements 5 
in which event New Orleans would be the point of departure for 
such an expedition. ” A subsequent dispatch, though it did not con- 
trol, fully justified my action, repeated these general views and 
stated that the commanding general ‘‘ would much rather the Red 
River expedition had never been begun that that you should be de- 
tained one day beyond the 1st of May in commencing the movement 
east of the Mississippi.” 
The limitation of time referred to in these dispatches was based 
upon an opinion which I had verbally expressed to General Sher- 
man at New Orleans, that General Smith could be spared in thirty 
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days after we reached Alexandria, but it was predicted upon the ex- . 
pectation that the navigation of the river would be unobstructed ; | 
that we should advance without delay at Alexandria, Grand Kcore,, _ 
or elsewhere on account of low water, and that the forces of Gen- 
eral Steele were to co-operate with us effectively at some point on 
Red River, near Natchitoches or Monroe. It was never understood 
that an expedition that involved on the part of my command a land ~ 
ee march of nearly 400 miles into the enemy’s country, and which term1- 3 
nated at a point which we might not be ableto hold, eitheron account _ 
of the strength of the enemy or the difficulties of obtaining supplies, 
was to be limited to thirty days. The condition of our forces, and | 4 
the distance and difficulties attending the further advance into the _ 
_ enemy’s country after the battles of the 8th and 9th against an enemy 
_ superior in numbers to our own, rendered it probable that we could 
- not occupy Shreveport within the time specified, and certain that — 
without a rise in the river the troops necessary to hold it against the 
enemy would be compelled to evacuate it for want of supplies, and 
impossible that the expedition should return in any event to New 
Grisans in time to co-operate in the general movements of the army 
contemplated for the spring campaign. It was known at this time 
that the fleet could not repass the rapids at Alexandria, and it was 
doubtful, if the fleet reached any point above Grand Ecore, whether 
it would be able to return. By falling back to Grand Ecore we 
should be able to ascertain the condition of the fleet, the practica- 
bility of continuing the movement by the river, reorganize a part 
of the forces that had been shattered in the battles of the 7th, 8th, 
and 9th, possibly ascertain the position of General Steele and obtain 
from him the assistance expected for a new advance north of the 
river or upon its southern bank, and perhaps obtain definite instruc- 
tions from the Government as to the course to be pursued. 

Upon these general considerations, and without reference to the 
actual condition of the respective armies, at 12 o’clock midnight on 
the 9th I countermanded the order for the return of the train, and 
directed preparations to be made for the return of the army to 
Grand Ecore. The dead were buried and the wounded brought in 
from the field of battle and placed in the most comfortable hospitals 
that could be provided, and surgeons and supplies furnished for 
them. A second squadron of cavalry was sent, under direction of 
Mr. Young, of the engineer department, to inform the fleet of our 
retrograde movement and to direct its return, if it had ascended the 
river, and on the morning of the 10th the army leisurely returned to 
Grand Ecore. The wounded were immediately visited by Dr. San- 
ger, who took with him clothing, rations, medicines, and other sup- 
plies, and reported them in comfortable condition. The fleet sailed 
from Grand Ecore on the 7th and reached its destination at Loggy 
Bayou on the evening of the 10th, one day after the battle at Pleas- 
ant Hill and two days after the engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 
General T. Kilby Smith received a verbal message the evening of the 
10th, and on the morning of the 11th written orders to return. The 
transports were in a crippled condition, rudders unshipped and wheels 
broken. The enemy attacked the fleet on its return near Pleasant 

Hill Landing on the 12th, with a force of 2,500 cavalry, a strong 
reserve infantry, and a battery of six guns, under General Green, 
but the troops, protected by cotton bales and bales of hay, with the 
gun-boats, kept up a deadly fire, and drove the enemy from the river. 
‘or two miles the bank was strewn with the wounded and dead. 
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lled was General Gree ] 

e field. The troops of the transports saw him fa 
‘11 at his death was the work of their artillery, the gun- 
d step all firing at the same time. The enemy, under 
1, who had occupied the north bank of the river with 2,500 m 
wcked the fleet on the 13th, but'was driven back with loss. ih 
he navigation up and down the river was intricate and difficult, 
the steamers were frequently aground. Several of the boats — 
> laden with ammunition and ordnance stores, but the energy © 
the officers and men brought off every boat. The only loss in 
stores was a hundred sacks of oats, thrown overboard for the relief. 
of a steamer aground. They reached Campti on the 14th, witha _ 
loss of 1 man killed and 18 wounded, where they met a force from . 
the army sent to their assistance, and reached Grand Ecore on the 
15th without further obstruction. 2 fs O28 
General T. Kilby Smith, to whose courtesy I am indebted for all 
the official information I have received of this part of the expedition, 
mentions with commendation Maj. D. C. Houston, of the engineers, 
who had in charge the ordnance stores, and Lieut. Col. W. S. Abert, 

_ officers of my staff, who accompanied him, and also officers and men 
of his own command and masters of transport steamers. General = 
~ Smith, who commanded the land forces and transports, is entitled to 
_ the highest commendation for the energy, skill, and success with : 
-_ which he managed this most difficult affair. Lines of defense were 

_ established at Grand Ecore the 12th of April, and orders given to 

4 attack the enemy if he approached. A pontoon bridge was thrown 

3 
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across the river during the night. Our pickets were driven in on 

the 13th, but the enemy appeared, upon a reconnaissance made in 

_ force, to have gone below for the sae either of attacking our 

_ troops at Alexandria or occupying Monett’s Bluff, on Cane River. 

On the same day General Smith crossed the river with two bri- 

- gades, two batteries, and a strong cavalry force, to aid the fleet 
still above Grand Ecore. Dispatches were sent to General Steele 
informing him of the condition of affairs, and requesting him to 

_ join us at some point on the river. Orders were sent to New Orleans 
for re-enforcements, and the lieutenant-general commanding the 
Army was informed of the condition of affairs by telegraph and of 
my intention to advance upon Shreveport, if General Steele could 
come to our assistance, and my determination not to withdraw with- 
out orders. 

The fleet returned on the 15th in safety, without loss of vessels or 
material of war. Admiral Porter, with whom I had a conference 
on his arrival at Grand Ecore, advised against any further attempt 
to advance without a rise of the river, and his counsel was followed. 
The river had been steadily falling. Supplies were brought up to 
Grand Ecore with very great difficulty. It was found that two of 
the gun-boats could not go below Grand Ecore, and it was now cer- 
tain that the fleet could not pass the falls at Alexandria. Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Selfridge, left in command of the fleet by the 
admiral, who had gone to Alexandria, addressed to me a dispatch, 
dated 17th of April, stating that he had been informed the army was 
to withdraw immediately, and that it would be impossible in that 
case to get the gun-boats down the river. I informed him at once 
that the army had no intention of withdrawing from that position ; 
that I had sent to New Orleans for troops, and by a special mes- i 
senger to General Steele, urging his direct co-operation, and that 
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until it was definitely ascertained that his assistance woul 


and that my force would be insufficient to advance farther upc n hia ¥ 
Tine against the enemy, who appeared to be in full force, I should 


entertain no thought of a retrograde movement, and never if it left — 


the navy in any danger. No such purpose was then entertained, 


‘and until I received information in reply to my dispatches it was 
- - my purpose to maintain my position. A copy of this letter is 
aes via ag to this report. . 


he next day I received instructions from Lieutenant-General 
Grant (to which I have referred) that if my return to New Orleans 


= was delayed one day beyond the 1st of May, when it would be nec- 


essary for my command to te with other armies in the spring 
- campaign, it would have been better that the expedition had never 


oval attempted. These instructions, with the fact that the river 


- was not likely to rise, the report received by Capt. R. T. Dunham 
that General Steele could not co-operate with us, and that the diffi- 
- culty of passing the falls at Alexandria was hourly increasing, if 
the passage was not even then impossible, led me to change my 
determination. It was not, however, until the entire fleet was free, 
transports and gun-boats, and that Admiral Porter, in charge of 
the Eastport, which had been aground several miles below Grand 
Ecore for several days, had sent me word by Col. W. S. Abert 
(whose statement is hereto appended) that she was clear and further 
protection unnecessary, that orders were given the 2ist April to 
turn the supply trains in the direction of Alexandria. 

The army moved on the morning of the 22d of April, every vessel 
having preceded both the marching orders and the movements of 
the army. Any statement from whatever source that the army con- 
templated moving from Grand Ecore toward Alexandria against the 
advice or without the approval of the naval officers in command, or 
until after the departure of every vessel on the river, is without the 
slightest color of truth. In my interview with Admiral Porter, on 
the 15th of April, he expressed the utmost confidence that the river 
would rise, and gave me no intimation of his leaving Grand Ecore, 
nor of the proposed withdrawal of his vessels, or of his apprehensions 
of the retreat of the army. I gave him at that time distinct infor-’ 
mation of my plans, which were to advance. This fact was com- 
municated to Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, in my letter of the 
17th of April. The admiral expressed the same confidence in the 
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rise of the river to officers of the army, who from long experience — 


in the Red River country were equally confident that it would not 
rise. The difficulties attending the voyage of the Eastport were 
incident to the condition of the river, for which the army was in 
no wise responsible. I had offered every assistance possible, and 
did not leave this position while any aid was suggested or required 
Colonel Bailey, after consultation with the general officers of the 
army, offered to float the Eastport over the bars by the construction 
of wing-dams, similar to those afterward built at Alexandria, but 
the assistance was declined. No counsel from army officers was 
regarded in nautical affairs. 

The army marched from Grand Ecore on the morning of the 22d 
of April, having been detained there by the condition of the navy 
ten days, to prevent the occupation of Monett’s Bluff, on Cane 
River, a strong position, commanding the only road leading across 
the river to Alexandria, or to prevent the concentration of the 
enemy’s forces at that point. If it was in his possession it became 
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ur march, The eonflagrati on of 

hour appointed for marching partially frustrated th 
t, but the second was fully accomplished. st 

; = marched from Grand Hcore to Cane River on the 20th — 
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pril, a distance of 40 miles, and moved upon the position 
by the enemy the 23d of April before dacbesale About 8,000 
and sixteen guns, under command of General Bee, were found 
possession of the bluff on the opposite side of the river, who were 
lently surprised at the unexpected presence of our army, but 
y to dispute our only passage toward Alexandria. Atdaybreak 
one division of the Nineteenth and Thirteenth Corps each, the cav- 
alry commanded by General Arnold, and the artillery commanded 
by Captain Closson, the whole under command of General W. H. _ 
Emory, were ordered forward to the river for the purpose of forcing 
this position. The pickets of the enemy were encountered on the 
west side of the river and quickly driven across, but the main posi- 
~ tion was found to be too strong to be carried by direct attack. A 
_ reconnoitering party, under Colonel Bailey, Fourth Wisconsin Vol- — : 
-unteers, sent to ascertain the practicability of crossing the river | — 
_ below the ferry toward Red River, on the morning of the 23d re- 
‘ported that the river was not fordable below the ferry, and that, ‘— 
- owing to the impassable swamps on one side and the high bluffs on 
_ the other, it would not be possible to cross Cane River at any point | ‘ 
_ below the ferry. If we failed to dislodge the enemy at theferry the 
only alternative open to us was to attempt a crossing to the north ne 
_ side of Red River, an exceedingly difficult and dangerous movement. 
_ At the same time a force, under command of General H. W. Birge, 
- consisting of his own command, the Third Brigade of the First 
Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, Colonel Fessenden commanding, 
~ and General Cameron’s division, Thirteenth Corps, were ordered to 
cross the river 3 miles above the ferry, and, turning the left flank of 
the enemy, carry the heights in reverse if possible. Upon the suc- 
sess of this movement depended the passage of the river by the 
army. The route traveled by General Birge’s command was inter- 
sected by bayous, swamps, and almost impenetrable woods. This 
force reached its position late in the afternoon. To accomplish the 
‘purpose in view it became necessary to carry two strong positions 
held by pickets and skirmishers before the enemy was encountered 
in force on the crest of a hill, commanding an open field, over which 
our troops were compelled to crossin making the attack. The Third 
Brigade [First Division], Nineteenth Corps, Colonel Fessenden com- 
manding, carried this position, which was defended with vigor, by 
assault. Its occupation compelled the retreat of the enemy from 
the bluffs commanding the ferry and ford. Our loss in this most 
brilliant and successful affair was about 200 killed and wounded. 
Colonel Fessenden, who led his command with great gallantry, was 
severely wounded. : 
General Birge, as in all actions in which he has been engaged, de- 
served and received the highest commendation. Lieut. William S$. 
Beebe, of the ordnance department, and Mr. Young, of the engineer 
department, both volunteers, were conspicuous In the fight. Mr. 
Young was twice wounded, and died in New Orleans in July of the 
injuries received in this battle. oe 3 
The attack on the rear of the enemy’s position, covering the line 
of the enemy’s retreat, failed in consequence of the difficulties 


LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPT. 


encountered in the march and the late hour at which our troops — ” 


- gained their dais The enemy was thus enabled to escape — 
with his artillery by the Fort Jesup road to Texas. The main ~ 
body of the army had moved from Cloutierville at 4,30 a. m. on 
the 23d to the river. They drove in the enemy’s pickets 3 miles in 
advance of the river, and formed a line of battle in front of the 

enemy’s position, while General Birge was moving upon the enemy’s 
left flank. The enemy opened with a heavy cannonade from his 

‘batteries, which was returned by our artillery with spirit and effect. 

The fire was continued at intervals during the morning, but the 

troops were held in reserve for the purpose of forcing the passage of 

the river at the moment that General Birge commenced his attack 
on the right. The action lasted till dark, when the enemy retreated 
and the heights were occupied by our forces.. General A. J. Smith’s | 
~ command had sharp skirmishing with the advance of the enemy in 
our rear on the 23d. At 2o’clock on the morning of the 24th, six 
guns were fired from the camp of the enemy in the rear. It was 
interpreted as a signal that they were ready for a combined atic«ck, 
but the enemy in front had then been driven from the river and ine 
contemplated movement upon our front and rear failed. 
During the morning of the 23d, an effort had been made by a por- 
_ tion of the cavalry under Col. E. J. Davis to turn the right flank of 
the enemy’s position by crossing the river below the ferry in the 
direction of Red River, which proved impracticable on account of 
impassable swamps. <A sharp engagement occurred on the morning 
of the 24th, between the troops of General T. Kilby Smith and the 
enemy in therear, which resulted in the repulse of the latter. Our 
loss was about 50 in this affair. Had the enemy concentrated his 
forces and fortified his position at Monett’s Bluff we could not 
have forced him from it, and should have been compelled to 
accept the chances of crossing Red River above Cane River in the 
presence of the enemy on both sides of the river. Orders had been 
sent to General Grover to move with all his force upon Monett’s 

Bluff, in the event of its being occupied by the enemy or our march 

seriously obstructed, and his troops were in readiness for this move- 
ment. The army marched from Monett’s Bluff on the afternoon of 
the 24th of April, and established lines of defense at Alexandria on 

the 25th and 26th April. 

In the twenty-four days intervening between the departure of the 
army from Alexandria and its return the battles of Wilson’s Farm 
Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, Campti, Mo- 
nett’s Bluff, and several combats in the neighborhood of Grand 
Kcore, while we were in occupation of that point, had been fought. 
In every one of these engagements, except that at Sabine Cross-Roads 
we had been successful. The failure to accomplish the main object 
of the expedition was due to other considerations than the actual 
superiority of the enemy in the field. In these operations, in which 
my own command had marched by land nearly 400 miles, the total 
loss sustained was 3,980 men, of whom 289 were killed, 1,541 wounded 
and 2,150 missing. A large portion of the latter were captured and 
have been since exchanged, but a considerable portion returned to 
the army during its operations on Red River. No loss of artillery 
or of trains or any army material whatever was sustained, except that 
which oecurred at Sabine Cross-Roads. We lost there Nimg’ battery 
and a section of the Missouri Howitzer Battery, 150 wagons, and 800 
mules, captured by the enemy on account of the position of the 


; In killed, wounded, : 
much greater than ours. Among 
rn t efficient rebel commanders, whose lo: 
can never be made good. Up to this time no other loss of men or — 
material had been sustained by our army. As soon as the lines of . 
_ defense were completed preparations were made for the release of — 
_ the fleet, which was then unable to pass below the falls. From the 
_ difficulty which the supply transports had encountered in passing the 
falls, it was known at Grand Kcore as early as the 15th of April that — 
_ the navy could not go below, and the means forits release were freely ~ 
__ discussed among officers of the army. — Fe 
-  _ During the campaign at Port Hudson the steamers Starlight and 
_, Red Chief were captured by Grierson’s (Illinois) cavalry, under com- 
mand of Colonel Prince, in Thompson’s Creek. The bed of the —— 
creek was nearly dry and the steamers were sunk several feet in the 
sand. After the capture of Port Hudson, Colonel Bailey constructed = _ 
 wing-dams, which by raising the water lifted the steamers from the 
_ sand and floated them out of the creek into the Mississippi. This 
incident naturally suggested the same works at Alexandria forthe _ 
relief of the fleet. A survey was ordered for the purpose of deter- 
mining what measures could be best undertaken. The engineers of 
the army had complete surveys of the falls, captured from the enemy 
during our occupation of Alexandria in 1863, at the commencement 
of the Port Hudson campaign. It was found, upon examining these 
charts and upon a survey of the river, that the channel was narrow 
and crooked, formed in solid rock, and that it would be wholly im- | 
practicable to deepen its bed. It was therefore determined to com- 
mence the construction of a dam to raise the river to such a height 
~ as to enable the vessels to float over the falls. This project was freely 
discussed by the engineers and officers of the army, and was generally 
believed to be practicable. Capt. J. C. Palfrey, who had made the — 
survey, reported that in his judgment it was entirely feasible, and — 
the only question made related to the time that might be required for 
so great a work. 

The management of this enterprise was naturally intrusted to 
Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, who was by 
profession acivil engineer, familiar with works of that kind common 
to slackwater navigation upon all the Western rivers, and had suc- 
cessfully released the steamers from Thompson’s Creek on the Missis- 
sippi. Colonel Bailey had suggested the practicability of the dam 
while we were at Grand Kcore, and had offered to release the Kastport 
when aground below Grand Kcore by the same means, which offer 
was declined. Material was collected during these preparations, and ° 
work commenced upon the dam on Sunday, May 1. Nearly the whole 
army was engaged at different times upon this work. The dam was 
completed on Sunday, May 8, and the gun-boats Osage, Hindman, 
and two others came over the rapids about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 
The water had been raised upon the dam for 17 miles about 7 feet, 
with a fall below the dam of about 6 feet, making in all a fall of 
about 13 feet above and below the falls. The pressure of the water 
at its completion was terrific. I went over the work at 11 o’clock on 
the evening of the 8th, with one of my staff officers, and felt thatthe | 
pressure of the water was so great that it could not stand. I rode 

immediately to the point above where the fleet was anchored to ascer- 
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Pea raats or a light was to be seen. _ It was perfectly apparent th Ye, 
- poats were not in condition to take advantage of the completion of — 
the dam, and feeling that it could not stand another day, | wrotea 


ae a 

belief as to the condition of the dam and fleet, and asking that meas- 

ures should be taken to put the boats in condition to move over the 
_ rapids at the earliest possible moment in the morning. 


our boats. 


if they were ready to follow th its that had 
sed the rapids. I reached the fleet about 12 midnight. — 


note to Admiral Porter at 10’clock on the morning of the 9th, which 
was delivered in person at 2a. m. by Col. J. G. Wilson, stating my 


A little after 5 o’clock on the morning of the 9th, I saw a part of r 


_. the dam swept away. The four boats that had passed the rapids 
the afternoon before were able to pass below through the opening . 
which the waters had made. Only one of the vessels above the falls, 
_ the Lexington, was ready to move when the dam gave way, and that. 


came down after the break and passed the dam safely, with all the 
vessels that were below the rapids. Had the others been ready to 


~ move all would have passed the rapids and the dam safely on Mon- 
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day. Until after the dam had been carried away no effort had been 
made to lessen the draught of the imprisoned vessels, by lightening 


them of cargo, armament, or plating. Before the second series of | 


dams was completed a portion of the armament and the plating, 
materially lessening their draught and the depth of water required to 
float them, was removed. 5 

Lieut. William §, Beebe, of the Ordnance Department, U.S. Army, 


-superintended the removal of the heavy naval guns from above the 


rapids to a point below the dam by land, assisted by officers and 
soldiers of the army. The army immediately commenced the recon- 
struction of the dam. Winding it impossible to resist the current of 
the river entirely, the opening made by the flood was only partially 
closed, and eight or ten wing-dams were constructed on the right and 
left bank of the river, in accordance with the original plan, turning 
the current of water directly upon the channel and raising it at the 
different points sufficiently to allow the vessels to pass. This new 
work was completed on the 12th of May, and on the afternoon of 


. that day all the boats passed below the rapids to the dam. At 6 


o'clock in the evening the Mound City and Carondelet passed the 
dam. The other boats remained above until the morning of the 13th. 
The water upon the dam was steadily falling, but at 9 o’clock on the 
13th all the boats had safely passed. Preparations had been made 


for the movement of the army the evening after the passage of the 


boats below the dam on the 12th, and after all wer ( 
13th orders were given for the march. ete os 

The construction of the dam was exclusively the work of the army 
But little aid or encouragement was rendered by officers of the navy, 
except by Lieut. A. R. Langthorne, commanding the Mound City, 
who assisted in setting the cribs, and was always ready to answer 
the call of the officers charged with the construction of the work 
The soldiers labored sedulously and zealously night and day, in and 
out of the water, from the 1st to the 13th of May, inclusive when 
we passage of the Dente was completed, : 

pon. my arrival at Alexandria, on the 25th of April 

Major-General Hunter with dispatches from the iia seeoames oo 
commanding the armies, reaffirming instructions which I had received 
at Grand Kcore relating to the operations of the army elsewhere 
and to the necessity of bringing the Shreveport campaign to an end 


ecessary to concentrate our troops west of the Mississippiat the same _ 
_ point by which the army and navy could be relieved and the forces’ 
of the enemy destroyed. Major-General McClernand, with the — 
larger part of the forces recently at Matagorda Bay, which had been | 
evacuated by order of Lieutenant-General Grant, dated March 31, — 
arrived at Alexandria on the evening of the 29th of April. Brig, 
_ Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, left in command at Matagorda Bay, fol- — 
lowed with the rest of the forces in Texas, except those on the Rio | 
Grande, when the batteries of the enemy on the river near Marks- 
» ville obstructed his passage. Not having sufficient force to dislodge 
_. the enemy, he seized Fort De Russy below the batteries, which he 
- held until the passage of the fleet and army. nore sth FA 
+ While engaged in the construction of the dam a dispatch was re- 
ceived from Major-General Halleck, dated April 30, as follows: pS 
Lieutenant-General Grant directs that orders heretofore given be so modified that — Be 


no troops be withdrawn from operations against Shreveport and on Red River, and 
that operations there be continued under the officer in command until further orders. 


This dispatch was not received until it was impossible to move 

either up or down the river from Alexandria. It was, of course, 

-. impracticable to execute these instructions. ; ee 
a Until the 4th of May communication with the Mississippi by the — 
: river was unobstructed. Lieut. William Simpson, of my staff, left by | 
> 
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the gun-boat Signal with dispatches for Lieutenant-General Grant, 
Admiral Farragut, General Sherman, and General Rosecrans. The 
gun-boat Covington, having in convoy the transport Warner, ac-. 
companied the Signal. We received news on the morning of the | 
6th of the destruction of the gun-boats and the transport. The | 
enemy had established a battery near Marksville, supported by a. 
large infantry force. Communication with the Mississippi was. 
closed from this date. About 400 men of the Fifty-sixth Ohio Vol- 
unteers were on board the Warner. A part of them joined our | 
troops below, and a portion of them pierced the lines of the enemy 
and returned to Alexandria; about 150 were captured. Lieutenant | 
Simpson was captured, but destroyed his dispatches. The City 
Belle, on her way to Alexandria with 425 men of the One hundred 
and twentieth Ohio Volunteers, was captured by the enemy; 200 of 
the troops escaped. The fleet passed below Alexandria on the 13th 
of May. 

The Citing on its march from Alexandria did not encounter the 
enemy in force until near the town of Mansura. He was driven 
through the town in the evening of the 14th [?] of May, and at day- 
break next morning our advance encountered his cavalry on the 
prairie east of the town. He fell back with steady and sharp skir- 
mishing across the prairie to a belt of woods, which he occupied. 
The enemy’s position covered three roads diverging from Mansura 
to the Atchafalaya. He manifested a determination here to obsti- 
nately resist our passage. The engagement, which lasted several 
hours, was confined chiefly to the artillery until our troops got pos- 
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session of the edge of the woods, first, upon our left by General 
ne —S and Gahecqusnele on our right by General Smith, when he | 
-- was driven from the field, after a sharp and decisive fight, with con- — 
siderable loss. NESS aie . 
3 Ss aaate [2] of May we reached Simsport, on the Atchafalaya. 
- Being entirely destitute of any ordinary bridge material for the 
passage of this river (about 600 yards wide) a bridge was constructed 
of the steamers, under direction of LLieutenant-Colonel Bailey. This 
‘work was not of the same magnitude, but was as important tothe 
army as the dam at Alexandria was to the navy. It had the merit 3 
of being an entirely novel construction, no bridge of such magnitude . 
having been constructed of similar materials. The bridge wascom- 
pleted at 1 o’clock on the 19th of May. The wagon train passed in 
the afternoon, and the troops the next morning, in better spirit and 
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condition, as able and eager to meet the enemy as at any period of ‘ 

the campaign. The command of General A.J . Smith, which COV- i 

ered the rear of the army during the construction of the bridge and 
the passage of the army, had a severe engagement with the enemy ; 
under Polignac on the afternoon of the 19th [18th], at Yellow Bayou, y 
which lasted several hours. Our loss was about 150 in killed and 2 
wounded; that of the enemy much greater, besides many prisoners é 
who were taken by our troops. a : 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. Canby arrived at Simsport on the 19th May, 
and the next day assumed command of the troops as a portion of 
the forces of the Military Division of the West Mississippi, to the 
command of which he had been assigned. Rumors were circulated 
freely throughout the camp at Alexandria that upon the evacuation 
ot the town it would be burned. To prevent this destruction of. 
property, part of which belonged to loyal citizens, General Grover, 
commanding the post, was instructed to organize a thorough police, 
and to provide for its occupation by an armed force until the army 
had marched for Simsport. The measures taken were sufficient 
to prevent a conflagration in the manner in which it had been antici- 
ated, but on the morning of the evacuation, while the army was in 
full possession of the town, a fire broke out in a building on the 
levee, which had been occupied by refugees or soldiers,in such a 
manner as to make it impossible’ to prevent a general conflagration. 

' Isaw the fire when it was first discovered. The ammunition and 

ordnance transports and the depot of ammunition on the levee were 
within a few yards of the fire. The boats were floated into the river 
and the ammunition moved from the levee with all possible dispatch. 
The troops labored with alacrity and vigor. to suppress the confla- 
gration, but owing to a high wind and the combustible material of 
the buildings it was found impossible to limit its progress, and a 
considerable portion of the town was destroyed. 

On the ist of April, two or three days before the army moved from 
Alexandria to Natchitoches, an election of delegates to the consti- 
tutional convention was held at Alexandria by request of citizens of 
the parish of Rapides. No officer or soldier interfered with or had 
any part whatever in this matter. It was left exclusively tothe loyal 
citizens of the place. Three hundred votes were\given in this elec- 
tion, which was a large majority of all the voting population in that 
parish. Fifteen hundred votes were a full representation of the 
people before the war. Nearly 500 men from this and neighboring 
parishes enlisted in the army as mounted scouts, and rendered effi- 
cient and valuable services during the campaign 
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olloy p with great vigor while the fleet lay at A 
Some difficulty occurred with the marines, who insisted upon 
right to pass the lines of the army, which was terminated by — 
advance of the army and navy to Grand Ecore. ate 
was informed by parties claiming property which had been taken 
y the naval authorities, to whom I referred them, that, upon appli- 


~~ commander of the fleet. The army did not enter into competition — 


with the navy in the capture of this property. 


under any circumstances, be used to aid the rebellion against the Gov- 


the quartermaster of that post, upon the departure of the army from 


Orleans, who was instructed to turn it over té the officers of the 


” 


agent of the Treasury at New Orleans that no trade would be allowed 
with that portion of the State until it should be completely and per- 
-manently occupied by the army. No person was allowed to accom- 


-. pany the army upon this expedition as reporter, or for any other 


purpose, without a distinct and written declaration that no trade by = 
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private parties or for personal purposes would be permitted under any 
circumstances, and that no property on private account would be 
_ transported by public or private vessels to New Orleans, but that all 
- property sent to New Orleans would be consigned to the chief quar- 
termaster, and by him turned over to the Treasury agent and held — 
subject to such claims and orders as should be approved by the 
Government at Washington. Previous to my departure from New 
Orleans, the chief quartermaster, Col. 8. B. Holabird, had been in- 
structed that no privileges would be given to any party whatever, 
under any circumstances, to trade in, to dispose of, or to transport pri- 
vate property ; that all the property that came down from that coun- 
try, so far as the army was concerned, would be turned over to him, 
and by him to the proper Treasury officers. The same information 
was given to the Treasury agent. No permission was given to any 
person to accompany the army except upon these express conditions, 
and then only to such persons whose public positions seemed to be a 
full guarantee against the abuse of the privilege, and whose requests, 
could not be properly refused. They were given to reporters of the 
public press and to prominent officers of States whose troops were in 
the field. Upon representations made by officers of the Treasury De- 
partment at Alexandria that there would be difficulty in receiving 
such property except under the Treasury regulations of the 26th of 
January, 1864, those regulations were officially promulgated for that 
purpose at Alexandriaand at New Orleans. These orders were strictly 
enforced by all officers connected with or representing the army. 
There was no permission whatever given to any person to trade, to 
dispose of, or transport private property. No privilege of this kind 
was recognized under any circumstances. Kivery dollar s worth of 
property that came into the hands of the army during this campaign 


cation for relief, their property had been released to them by the — ae 


In order to remove all the products of the country which might, = a 
ernment, General Grover, in command of the post of Alexandria, and : 


. Alexandria, were directed to collect such property as should remain ~ 
Be there after its departure and transmit it to the quartermaster at New — 


Treasury, to be disposed of according to the orders of the Government. ae 
and the laws of Congress. Notice was also given to the supervising —__ 
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_ abandoned upon the river levee tothe enemy. ._ * iA 
J intend this statement to be as comprehensive upon the subject as ‘3 


language can make it, and to cover all possible methods, direct or, 
- indirect, by which officers or citizens, public or private parties, or any : 
_ persons whatever, could evade or violate. these orders on the river 
or at New Orleans, or appropriate by any means public or private 

property to private uses or personal advantage, or to deprive the ~_ 
Government or individuals of any property which, by any interpre- — 
tation of military orders or public laws, could be considered as belong- 
ing justly and properly to them. General Grover, commanding the _ 
post, Col. S. B. Holabird, chief quartermaster at New Orleans, and 
a Hon B. F. Flanders, supervising special agent Treasury Depart- 
~. ment, will be able to account to the Government for public or private 
property coming into their hands during this campaign. 

_ _T was engaged upon the Gulf coast, hoping by the capture of 

Galveston and Mobile to put my command in readiness for an * 
effective co-operation, by Mobile and the Alabama River, with Gen- 

eral Sherman, precisely in accordance with the campaign suggested 

by the lieutenant-general commanding the armies in his dispatches 

of the 15th and 31st of March, when I received instructions to com-- 

municate with the admiral and the general officers commanding the 

fleet and forces of the upper Mississippi, upon the subject of the 

campaign against Shreveport. IL immediately complied with these 

orders. They had received similar instructions, and in answer to 

my communications expressed their readiness and desire to enter upon 

the campaign. With the forces proposed and the co-operation of the 
fleet, its success was reasonably certain ; under such circumstances I 

could not decline co-operation with them. Iat once abandoned all 

other enterprises and gave my whole attention to this service. The — 

first difficulty encountered was in the navigation of the river. Six- 

teen days’ delay caused by the inability of the fleet to pass the rapids 

of Alexandria, and three days’ delay at Grand Ecore in waiting the 

rise of the river, enabled the enemy to concentrate his forces and 

rendered impossible that celerity of movement by the army which 

the success of the expedition demanded. Hight days of the delay at 

Alexandria would have been attributable to the tardy organization 
and movements of Franklin’s command, but the fleet was unable to 

pass the falls until eight days after his arrival at Alexandria. This 

delay was doubtless ‘owing to the impracticable navigation of the 

river ; but it is not improper to say that the forecast and diligence 

which are enforced upon all men in the daily affairs of life would 

have forbidden an attempt to force a fleet of so much importance to 

the free navigation of the Mississippi to a point from which it could 

never hope to escape, except upon the theory that the river ought to 

or might rise. 

The movement of the navy, ina dispatch of Rear-Admiral D. D. 
Porter, to which the Secretary of the Navy has given official publi- 
cation and sanction, is attributed to the “request” of General Banks, 
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_ Had it been left. to my discretion, I should have reluctantly under- 
_ taken, in a campaign requiring but eight or ten light-draught gun-— 
_ boats, to force twenty heavy iron-clads 490 miles upon a river | 
_ proverbially as treacherous as the rebels who defended it, and which 
- had given notice of its character by steadily falling when, as the. — 


_ admiral reports, ‘‘ail other rivers were booming.” There isa better — 
_ reason for the disregard of the palpable difficulties of navigation 
_ than the overzealous counsel of army officersin nautical affairs, 
-.. Inasubsequent dispatch Admiral | orter says that “all my ves- 
_ sels navigated the river to Grand Ecore with ease, and with some 
_ of them I reached Springfield Landing, the place designated for the = 
_ gun-boats tomeetthearmy. My part was successfully accomplished; 
the failure of the army to proceed and the retreat toGrand Ecore left = 
- mealmost at the mercy of the enemy.” The records of the campaign i 
do not at all support the reckless and fiery ardor of this statement. 
The fleet did not reach the ‘‘place appointed” until two full days | 
__ after the first decisive battle with the enemy. Theadmiral occupied  —_ 
; _ four days in moving 104 miles on what he calls “‘a rising river,” 
with ‘‘good water,” to the place appointed. General T. Kilby Smith 
states that the fleet made 20 miles on the 7th, 57 miles on the 8th, 18 
miles on the 9th, and 9 miles on the 10th of April; total, 104 miles. — 
The failure of the fleet to move up the river with ordinary expedition, 
together with the fact that the gun-boats were unable to pass Grand 
Keore until the 7th, justified the belief that its advance had been 
prevented by the low stage of water, and governed the army ex- 
clusively in its retrograde movement to Grand Heore, as it did in 
every important operation of the campaign. The admiral’s dispatch 
does not mention the fact that, in addition to the ‘‘mercy” of the 
enemy, he had the support of General T. Kilby Smith’s division of : 
2,500 men, whose most gallant and honorable part in the preserva- i 
tion of the fleet of gun-boats and transports is not referred to in what 
the admiral calls ‘‘ this curious affair between (the enemy’s) infantry 
and gun-boats.” In view of the published dispatches of Admiral 
Porter, it is proper for me to say that every position of difficulty in 
which the army was placed in this campaign was the immediate 
and direct consequence of delay in the operations of the navy. This 
may have been inevitable and entirely justifiable from the condition 
of the river. It is not my province to pass judgment upon its opera- 
tions, but the fact remains, nevertheless. 
During my term of service it has been an invariable rule of con- 
duct, from which I have never departed, to forbear the expression of 
opinion or complaint upon the official action of others, but I feel it 
to be a solemn duty to say, in this official and formal manner, that 


Paces 


with truth, of which thet 
ou: es d do foul injustice to the officers ‘3 
soldiers of the army, living and dead, to whom the Navy De- a 
partment owes exclusively the preservation and honor of its fleet. — >a 
~ The partial disintegration of the several commands assigned. to this | 
expedition was a cause of embarrassment, though not entirely of 
failure. The command of Major-General Steele, which I was in- | 
formed by Major-General Sherman would be about 15,000 men, was 
in fact but 7,000, and operating upon a line several hundred miles 
distant, with purposes and results entirely unknown to. me. ‘Feb- 
— ruary 5, 1 was informed by General Steele that if any advance was | 
to be made it must be by the Washita and Red Rivers, and that he 
- might be able to move his command by the way of Pine Bluff to 
Monroe for this purpose. This would have united our forces on Red _ 
River and insured the success of the campaign. The 28th of Feb- 
ruary he informed me that he could not move by the way of Monroe, 
~ and on the 4th of March, the day before my command was ordered _ 
to move, I was informed by General Sherman that he had written 
to General Steele to ‘‘push straight to Shreveport.” March 5, | was 
informed by General Halleck that he had no information of Gen- 
eral Steele’s plans further than that he would be directed to facili- 
tate my operations toward Shreveport. The 10th of March General 
Steele informed me that the objections to the route I wished him to 
_ take (by the way of Red River) were stronger than ever, and that he 
‘“would move with all his available force (about 7,000) to Washing- 
ton, and thence to Shreveport.” 

I received information the 26th of March, dated the 5th of March,. 
from Major-General Halleck, that he had ‘‘ directed General Steele 
to make a real move, as suggested by you (Banks), instead of a 
demonstration as he (Steele) thought advisable.” In April General 
Halleck informed me that he had telegraphed General Steele ‘‘ to 
co-operate with you (Banks) on Red River with all his available 

forces.” April 16, I was informed, under date of the 10th, by Gen- a 
eral Sherman, that General Steele’s entire force would co-operate with 
me and the navy. 

In May I received information from General Steele, under date 
of the 28th* of April, that he could not leave Camden unless sup- 
plies were sent to him, as those of the country were exhausted ; 
that we ‘‘ could not help each other operating on lines so wide apart ;” 
that he could not say definitely that he could join me ‘‘at any point 
on Red River at any given time,” and, from the distance that separated 
us, that I could render no assistance to him—an opinion in which I 
entirely concurred. I never received authority to give orders to 
General Steele. My instructions limited me to communication with 
him upon the subject of the expedition. His orders he received from - 
other sources. I have no doubt that General Steele did all in his 
power to insure success, but as communication with him was neces- 

, sarily by special messenger, and occupied from fifteen to twenty days 
at each communication, it was impossible for either of us fully to 
comprehend the relative positions of the two armies, or to assist or 
to support each other. 

The column of General A. J. Smith was a partially independent 
command, General Sherman, in his dispatch of the 10th of April, 
received the 16th, informed me that the thirty days for which he 
had loaned me General Smith’s command would expire on the 10th 
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* See Steele to Banks, April 28, Part IL, p. 267, 
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_ up he claimed the right at Grand Kcore to return to Vicksburg, irre- 
spective of thecondition of the army or the fleet, and did not con- 
ider himself at all responsible for the inevitable consequences of his 
ithdrawal to the army or the navy, nor for that detention which | 
eir preservation demanded. That responsibility I was called upon — 
Oo assume in written orders, I entertain no doubt that his official 
course was entirely consistent with his orders, and I cheerfully 
acknowledge the generous and earnest efforts of General Mower, of 
_ the Sixteenth, and General T. Kilby Smith, of the Seventeenth Corps, 
_ toinfuse into the different corps that unity of spirit which isas) 
essential to victory as the valor of the soldiers in actual battle. I 
gladly accord to the men of their commands the honor of having 
fought a desperate enemy, superior in numbers, with as much gal- 
lantry and success as that which distinguished the troops of my. __- 
immediate command. No higher praise than this can be giventoany 
soldiers. Alexander’s troops never fought better. - ae 
_ The results of the position of the cavalry train, and the looseorder > 
of march by the leading column of troops under Major-General — 
Franklin, on the 8th of April, before the battle of Sabine Cross-Roads, 
have been stated. A commanding officer is, of course, responsible for 
all that occurs to his command, whatever may have been the cause. | 
~ Ido not shrink from that responsibility. But while it was both proper 
and necessary for me to give personal attention to the prompt advance 
of all the troops and fleet from Grand Ecore on the morning of the 
7th, it was supposed that the movement of a single column of 13,000 . 
men, moving in advance on one road for a distance of less than 50 : 
miles in such manner as to be able to encounter the enemy if he offered — 
resistance, might safely be intrusted to an officer of the reputation © 
and experience of Major-General Franklin, whose rank, except in 
- one instance, was superior to that of amy officer of the expedition or 
fo the Department of the Gulf. . 
I make no complaint of the navy, but in view of its prolific dis- ~ 
patches, long since published on this campaign, I may properly repeat 
a few facts already stated. The success of the expedition depended 
solely upon celerity of movement. The navy delayed the advance 
of the army at Alexandria sixteen days, and at Grand Kcore three 
days. Itoccupied four days in moving from Grand Ecore to Spring- 
field Landing, a distance of 104 miles, upon what the dispatches call 
“arising river with good water,” where it arrived two days after 
the first battle and one day after the decisive battle of the campaign 
at Pleasant Hill. It detained the army ten days at Grand Ecore 
and eighteen days at Alexandria on its return. These are not opin- 
ions; they are events. To the army they were pregnant and bloody | 
events. ‘The difficulties of navigation, the imperfect concentration 
of forces, the incautious march of the 8th of April, and the limited, 
time allotted to the expedition were the causes of its failure. 
We owe nothing to the enemy, not even our defeat. Could any 
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concentrate at this point a force superior in numbers to the enemy, 
~ with sufficient time to pursue him wherever he should move, even if 
it took us to Galveston, on the Gulf coast. This was ie gt: asa 
possible result of the campaign, but it was not embraced vy 

- original plan, and was specially precluded by orders received from 
the lieutenant-general commanding the armies.* oa 
$ _ Lremain, sir, your obedient servant, ( 

? N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General Volunteers. 


To THE SECRETARY OF War. 
> : : {Inclosure No. 1.] 
From Major-General Banks to Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. 


See GRAND Ecors, La., April 17, 1864. 
# * ae * >i * oS 
_ TL have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
‘tion of this date. On the 15th, I had an interview with Admiral 
Porter, in which our position was fully discussed, but did not know 
_ that he was to leave this post. 


In reference to the operations of the army, I can only say at present | 


- that we are here under instructions from the Government to move 
upon Shreveport in co-operation with the forces of General Steele. 
_General Steele failed to co-operate with us, as far as we can learn, 
and thus far renders us no assistance. I have sent to him by the 

way of Little Rock and requested him to join us upon the line of the 
river, where we can move forward in column against the enemy. 
With the co-operation of his forces our occupation of Shreveport is 
certain and immediate. It is impossible to say at this time whether 

we shall receive that co-operation or not. Until it is ascertained 

_ definitely that this part of the plan of the Government at Washing- 

ton will fail us, and that my force is insufficient to advance farther 

upon this line against the enemy, who appears to be in full force, 

I shall entertain no thought of a retrograde movement, certainly not 

if it leaves the navy in any danger. No such purpose is contem- 

_ plated now. I have sent for all the troops that can be gathered from 
_ my own department to move to this point immediately. I have also 

requested, as 1 have said, the co-operation of General Steele. * * * 

In my interview with the admiral he expressed the utmost con- 

fidence in the rise of the river, and did not speak upon the sub- 

ject of the withdrawing either of his vessels or the troops. His last 
suggestion to me was that it would be imprudent for me to advance 
until the river should rise. 

* * * * * * * 


*A map illustrating the campaign under General Banks, prepared to accompany 
his report, will appear in the Atlas. Maps of the combats at Fort De Russ’y, Hen- 
derson’s Hill, Wilson’s Farm, Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill 
Monett’s Bluff, and Mansura follow on pp. 224-285. ‘ 
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together with an army transport, were the only steamers in sight. I. 
_ went on board the Cricket and delivered my message to the admiral 
He told me they had been successful in raising the Eastport, and 
that he had started her down the river. He‘hoped to get her through — 
_ safely, but at the same time expressed some doubts about it. Itold 
- him that the army would move that evening if he was ready. He , 
_ directed me to inform the general commanding that he had made 

- preparations to protect the transports, and that he was prepared to | 
move. I then returned to Grand Ecore and delivered my message _ 
_ to the general commanding. - 3 
7 ; * ** +* —- & * * *- wees 
W. S. ABERT, 

Colonel, Commanding. = 


ADDENDA. 


eB U.S. Miss. SguapRON, FLaG-SuHrp Bhack Hawk, ~ 
a 1 Ag Mound City, June 13, 1864, — 
Extracts of Admiral Porter’s report to the honorable Secretary of | 
_ the Navy concerning the building of dam and release of vessels 
from above the falls by Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey: ; 
FLAG-SHIP BLack Hawk, 
Mouth Red River, May 16, 1864, ~ 
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Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. eae 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the vessels lately caught 

by low water above the falls at Alexandria have been released from 

the unpleasant position. The water had fallen so low that I had no 
hope or expectation of getting the vessels out this season, and as the 
army had made arrangements to evacuate the country, I saw nothing 
before me but the destruction of the best part of the Mississippi 

Squadron. There seems to have been an especial providence looking — 

out for us in providing a man equal to the emergency... Lieutenant- 

Colonel Bailey, acting engineer of the Nineteenth Army Corps, pro- 

posed a plan of building a series of dams across the rocks at the falls, 

and raising the water high enough to let the vessels pass over. ‘This 
proposition looked like madness, and the best engineers ridiculed it, 
but Colonel Bailey was so sanguine of success that I requested Gen- 
eral Banks to have it done, and he entered heartily in the work, 


Provisions were short, and forage was almost out, and the dam was * 


‘promised to be finished in ten days, or the army would have to leave 
: at “I was doubtful about the time, but had no doubt about the — 
ultimate success if time would only permit. General Banks placed 
at the disposal of Colonel Bailey all the force he required, consist- > — 
ing of some 3,000 men and 200 or 300 wagons. All the neighboring 
steam mills were torn down for material. Two or three regiments 
of Maine men were set to work felling trees, and on the second day 
after my arrival in Alexandria from Grand Kcore the work had = 
fairly begun. Trees were falling with great rapidity ; teams were 
_ moving in all directions bringing in brick and stone; quarries were 
- opened ; flat-boats were built to bring stone down from above, and 
every man seemed to be working with a vigor I have seldom seen 
~ equaled, while perhaps not one in fifty believed inthe success of the 
- undertaking. ; a 
These falls are about a mile in length, filled with rugged rocks, 
. over which at the present stage of water it seemed to be impossible 
to make a channel. The work was commenced by running out from = 
the left bank of the river a tree dam, made of the bodies of very > 
large trees, brush, brick, and stone, cross-tied with other heavy 
timber, and strengthened in every way which ingenuity could devise. 
This was run out about 300 feet into the river. Four large coal 
barges were then filled with brick and sunk at the end of it. From 
the right bank of the river cribs filled with stone were built out to 
meet the barges, all of which was successfully accomplished, not- 
withstanding there was a current running of 9 milesan hour, which 
_ threatened to sweep everything before it. : 

Tt will take too much time to enter into the details of this truly 
wonderful work. Suffice it to say that the dam had nearly reached . 
completion in eight days’ working time, and the water had risen 
sufficiently on the upper falls to allow the Fort Hindman, Osage, and 
Neosho to get down and be ready to pass the dam. In another day 
it would have been high enough to enable all the other vessels to 
pass the upper falls. Unfortunately, on the morning of the 9th 
instant the pressure of water became so great that it swept away 
two of the stone barges, which swung in below the dam on one side. 

* * *k of * * Ba 
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This accident to the dam, instead of disheartening Colonel Bailey, 
only induced him to renew his exertions after he had seen the suc- 
cess of getting four vessels through. The noble-hearted soldiers, 
seeing their labor of the last eight days swept away in a moment, 
cheerfully went to work to repair damages, being confident now that 
allthe gun-boats would be finally brought over. These men had been ~ 
working for eight days and nights, up to their necks in water, in the 
broiling sun, cutting trees and wheeling bricks, and nothing but 
good humor prevailed among them. 


The force of the water and current being too great to construct a 
continuous dam of 600 feet across the river in so short a time, Col- 
onel Bailey determined to leave a gap of 55 feet in the dam, and 
build a series of wing-dams on the upper falls. This was accom- 
plished in three days’ time. 

* * tS * * * * 

Words are inadequate to express the admiration I feel for the 
abilities of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey. This is without doubt the 

» best engineering feat performed. Under the best circumstances 
a private company would not have completed this work under one 
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08! ing 0 lity as an engin 
as conferred upon the country, he has saved to thi 
raluable fleet, worth nearly $2,000,000 more ; he has depr: 
emy of a triumph which would have emboldened them to carry « 
is war a year or two longer, for the intended departure of the army 
as a fixed fact, and there was nothing left for me to do in case 
at event occurred but destroy every part of the vessels, so that the — 


foeX8) 


nt can bestow upon Colonel Bailey can never repay him for the & 


To General Banks personally I am much indebted for the happy. : 


- manner in which he forwarded this enterprise, giving it his whole © 


>? 
ee 


attention night and day, scarcely sleeping while the work was going _ 


on, tending personally to see that all the requirements of Colonel 
Bailey were complied with on the instant. I do not believe there ~ 
was ever a case where such difficulties were overcome in such a short? a 


space of time, and without any preparation. 
_ I beg leave to mention the names of some of the persons engaged 


on this work, as 1 think that credit should be given to every man © 2 
employed on it. I am unable to give the names of all, but sincerely 
trust that General Banks will do full justice to every officer engaged 


in the undertaking when he makes his report. I only regret that 
time did nof.enable me to get the names of all concerned. The fol- 
lowing are the names of the most prominent persons: Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer, Nineteenth Army Corps, | 
in charge of the work ; Lieutenant-Colonel Pearsall, assistant ; Col- 


_ onel Dwight, acting assistant inspector-general; Lieut. Col. W. B. 


Kinsey, One hundred and _ sixty-first New York Volunteers; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hubbard, Thirtieth Maine Volunteers; Major Sen- 


tell, provost-marshal, and Lieutenant Williamson, ordnance officer. 


The following were a portion of the regiments employed : Twenty-— 
ninth Maine, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Emerson; One 
hundred and sixteenth New York, commanded by Col. George M. 
Love; One hundred and sixty-first New York, commanded by Cap- 
tain Prentice; One hundred and thirty-third New York, commanded 
by Colonel Currie. The Engineer regiment and officers of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps were also employed. 

I feel that I have done but feeble justice to the work or the persons 
engaged in it. Being severely indisposed, I feel myself unable to go 
into further detail. I trust some future historian will treat this 
matter as it deserves to be treated, because it is a subject in which 
the whole country should feel an interest, and the noble men who — 
succeeded so admirably in this arduous task should not lose one 
atom of credit so justly due them. The Mississippi Squadron will 
never forget the obligations it is under to Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, 
acting military engineer of the Nineteenth Army Corps. ' 

If this expedition has not been so successful as the country hoped 
for, it has exhibited the indomitable spirit of Hastern and Western 
men to overcome obstacles deemed by most people insurmountable. 
It has presented a new feature in the war, nothing like which has 
ever been:accomplished before. * 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID D. PORTER, 


Rear-Admiral. 


_ rebels could make nothing of them. The highest honorstheGovern- __ 
me 


service he has rendered the country. 
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of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, acting military engineer of th 


teenth Army Corps. It is with no ordinary feelings of pleasure 
that the Department learns of the safe passage of this valuable — 
squadron, threatened as it was with inevitable capture or dest ( 


tion, and congratulates you and your command that the fleet, whi 


“thas borne such a conspicuous part in many of the great events of 
~~ the war, has been spared to the country for future usefulness and 


| ee 


renown. 


the enemy, the Department takes great pleasure in expressing its 

admiration of the gallant manner in which those vessels were de- 

fended, and has reason to believe that the officers and men did their 

whole duty nobly and faithfully. 
Very respectfully, 


- 


GIDEON WELLES, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON, FLAG-SHrp BLACK Hawk, 
Mound City, June 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. Cansy, 
Commanding Mil. Div., of West Mississippi: 


GENERAL: Iam directed by the honorable Secretary of the Navy to 
convey the thanks of the Department to the enterprising and gallant 


officers and men who so nobly aided the gun-boats to get down from - 


above the falls at Alexandria when there was every prospect of their 
remaining there, owing to low water, and a probability of their being 
destroyed to prevent their falling into the hands of the rebels. I 


have already expressed to the Department in my report (a copy of 


which I herewith inclose*) the high estimate I placed upon the serv- 


~ ices of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey and his associates, and I can add | 


nothing that will convey a stronger expression of feeling for the aid 
we received through the indomitable perseverance and skill of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bailey, to whom belongs the entire credit of the en- 
terprise, he having conceived the idea of building the dam. It is 


*See p. 219. 


hic account — 


above the falls at Alexandria, Red River, and of the aid which you — 
received through the indomitable perseverence and eres cil a 
e Nine- 


d ¥ : a 
You will tender the thanks of the Department to the officers and _ 
- men of the army for the cheerful aid given you in this great emer- 
-' gency, without which the squadron would unavoidably have fallen 
~~ into the hands of the rebels or been destroyed, Piteal 
While regretting the loss of the steamers Signal and Covington 
-and lamenting for the brave men who fell in the engagement with — 


_ GENERAL ORDERS, f Hpgrs. Miu. Div. or Wust Miss., 
No. 9. . New Orleans, La., June 22,1864, - ~ 
7 In communicating the desire of Rear-Admiral Porter to convey __ 
to the troops under the command of Major-General Banks the | 
thanks of the Navy Department, for the assistance rendered the gun- — 
boats of the Mississippi Squadron during the recent operations on - 
Red River, the commanding general publishes, with great pleasure, 
the subjoined extract from a dispatch from the Secretary of the — 
Navy to the commander of that squadron. To this he is authorized 
to add, on the part of the admiral and officersand men of hissquad- 
ron, the expression of the kind feeling they will always entertain for 
_ the officers and men engaged in this work. Although applying’ — 
_ specially to a part only of the troops in the division, the command- 
4 ing general considers 1t proper to make the announcement general, __ 
believing that all the troops of this command will learn with pleas- 
4 ure that their comrades have rendered important aid to another 
~ branch of the service, will appreciate the kind feelings which have 


~ 


* been expressed for them, and, like them, will always be ready to co-. 
= operate with zeal and energy in whatever tends to advance the 
ie interests of a cause in which we can have but one interest and one 
i" object. . 
ie! ‘ 

i 


i Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, May 31, 1864. 


Tt is with no ordinary feelings of pleasure that the Department learns of the safe 
passage of this valuable squadron, threatened, as it was, with inevitable capture 
‘ or destruction, and congratulates you and your command that the fleet which has 
borne such a conspicuous part in many of the great events of the war has been 
- spared to the country for future usefulness and renown. You will tender the 
thanks of the Department to the officers and men of the army, for the cheerful aid 
given you in this great emergency, without which the squadron would unavoidably 
have fallen into the hands of the rebels or been destroyed. 
* * * * * x * 


By command of Maj. Gen. E.R. 8. Canby: - 


« 


C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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FORT DE RUSSY, 
Captured March 14, 1864, 
BY FEDERAL FORCES UNDER COMMAND OF 
BRIG, GEN. J. A. MOWER. 
260 prisoners (men and officers) and 10 guns, 
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HENDERSON’S HILL, 
March 21, 1864. 


Second Lovisiana Cavalry and Edgar’s Battery (800 
men and officers and 4 gins) surprised and captured, 
on evening of March 21, 1864, by Federal forces under 
command of Brig. Gen. J. A. Mower, consisting of 2a 
Brigade, Ist Division, 16th Corps, Colonel Hubbard 
commanding; 8d Brigade, Ist Division, 16th Corps, 
Colonel Hill commanding; Cavalry Brigade, 19th Corps, 
Colonel Lucas commanding, and 9th Indiana Battery. 


B 6 BANS 
a o wil? 
Wit ii ay so) ® 


Piet cla RE Sh ets. HE. | 


15 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


Cf 
1 I OU il 
of ZA ROR Y WAZ 

ies eee 


ei tH) 
WG 
4, 


YUE 


ve 4 
O fp: nag, 
«GW 
4 “if Hyes 


4 Vg Aes 
TG = 
Dy nyse, me a 
EWA rs 

Ka 2 


Gorse 
O° Os: 


le 


s 
° 


°@, 


CAVALRY FIGHT 


AT 
WILSON’S FARM, 
April 7, 1864. 

BRIG. GEN. A. L. LEE, 


Chief of cavalry, commandin g Federal forces, 
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ATTACK 


ON 
ADVANCE GUARD OF COLUMN 
ie AT 
By, SABINH CROSS-ROADS, 
April 8, 1864, 
By three divisions of the rebel army 
under Major-General Taylor. 


POSITION No. 1, at 4 p.m. 
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ATTACK ON COLUMN 
AT 
SABINE CROSS-ROADS, 
April 8, 1864. 
Position No. 2, at 5 p.m 
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NOTE.—From this point the enemy 
attempted a flank movement on ~ 

the right, by a night march, to 


occupy Pleasant Hill in the rear- REPULSE 


OF THE ENEMY 
AT 
PLHASANT GROVE, 
April 8, 1864, 
BY 
First Division, 19th Corps, 
General Emory commanding. 
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Position No. 3, at 6 p.m. 
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Or 


PLEASANT HILL. 


Position No. 1, 5 p. m., April 9, 1864. 
Enemy’s attack on right and center with 
Jive divisions. 
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OS || 4286 Position No. 2, 5.45 p.m, April 9, 1864, 


4032 Enemy having broken the center ad- 
~ * vanced rapidly over the plain to within 
Qa? pistol-shot of the reserves; were met by 
- O5 a severe infantry and artillery fire, fol- 
Bs lowed by a charge of the entire foree, 


“9 driving them from the field. 
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BATTLE 
PLEASANT HILL. 
Position No. 3, 7 p.m, April 9, 1864, 


Tinemy driven from the field and 
pursued on the left for 3 miles. 
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MONETT’S BLUFF, © 
April 28,1864, 
Enemy attached in front by Emory’s 
division, 19th Corps; in flank and — 
o rear by General Birge. » 
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BATTLE 
OF 


MANSURA, 


May 16, 1864. 
MAJ. GEN. N. P. BANKS 
Comdg. U.S. Forces. 
Positions Nos. 1 and 2, 
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of Lieut. Col. Jo 


n 


‘ 


IR: Your letter, dated November 26, 1864, Quartermaster-Gen-_ 
s Office, Washington, D. C., requiring from me a report upon 
e operations of the quartermaster’s department in connection with 


a He 


received by me onthe 18thinstant. In compliance therewith have 
the honor oe submit the following: Onthe 8th of January, 1864, the 


: 
a i 
e commanded by Brigadier-General Emory, with a detachment of 
cavalry and artillery, took post at Franklin, La., for the winter ; 
 thisafter having returned from a feint march toward Texas. The 
~ command at this place was under Maj. Gen. W. B. Franklin, com- 
--manding Nineteenth Army Corps, to which command I was chief 
quartermaster, with no more than general instructions to prepare 
~ the command as far as pertained to my branch of the service for 
active operations when the spring should open. The material of 
the quartermaster’s department with this command was put in per- 
feet condition for any orders or exigencies that could obtain; wagons 
_ ~ completely repaired, mules and horses nursed and fatted, harness | 
. and repair material liberally supplied and renewed, the troops 
thoroughly equipped with all necessary articles of clothing, camp 
and garrison equipage, and, indeed, every preparation made by me, 
under orders from General Franklin, that could be anticipated to 
place the department in good working order. 

Just before the command was ordered to march, two divisions of 
the Thirteenth Army Corps, hastily but quite thoroughly equipped, 
_ joined our command for the march. The transportation of the 
entire command at this time numbered 307 teams in the aggregate. 


* 


= | NEw ORLEANS, NG December 26, 196454" 


the Red River expedition, and the losses incurred ee was — 


movable field force of the Nineteenth Army Corps, the First Division, 


= 


Y On the 15th of March this command left Franklin, La., under 


orders for Shreveport, and with everything pertaining to the quar- 
termaster’s department in condition for long marches, and arrived 
at Alexandria, on Red River, on the 25th March. During the few 
months our command had been posted at Franklin, Brig. Gen. A. L. 
Lee had organized a division of cavalry, or mounted men equipped 
as cavalry, and mounted infantry, at New Orleans. To this com- 
mand was attached two batteries of horse artillery. General Lee, 
with his command, had preceded us a day or two in our march from 
Franklin to Alexandria, and on my arrival at the latter place found 
he had been there several days. With the organization of the: 
- quartermaster’s department of this command, and its outfit of 
quartermaster’s supplies, I had nothing to do, and was in conse- 
quence irresponsible in every way up to the time of its joining 
General Franklin’s command. I will remark, however, that its 
transportation appeared to be thoroughly and well prepared, 
wagons, harness, and mules having been drawn from the New 
Orleans depots, new and in good order. Its train consisted of about 
250 6-mule teams. Major-General Banks arrived at Alexandria, via 
Mississippi and Red River, from New Orleans by steamer the 24th 
March, the day previous to our arrival. The command remained at 
Alexandria until the 28th March. The interval of three days was 
occupied in refitting, repairing, resting, issuing fresh supplies of 
forage and provisions, &c. 
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ortation or quartermaster’s supplies, clothing, camp and garrison 


command ; the division quartermasters had been left behind. Gen- 
* 4 


_. to move only on his transports and with the admiral. 


only until we arrived at Natchitoches, when the entire land force, 


cavalry and infantry, moved under the immediate direction of Gen- | 
eral Franklin. During our stay at Natchitoches General Banks — 


arrived at Grand Kcore. cc 
~The command under General Franklin, with which I moved, left 
Natchitoches April 6. It consisted of Lee’s cavalry division, the 
- Third and Fourth Divisions, Thirteenth Army Corps, with one bri- 
gade of colored troops; its destination Shreveport. The land trans- 
portation of this command, and moving with it, under my personal 
control, consisted of about 900 teams, inclusive of the cavalry train, 
which, however, moved out with it, and generally one day’s march‘ 
in advance of the infantry column. On the first day’s march from 
Natchitoches everything went on well, with sight skirmishing to our 
advantage in front. 

On the second day’s march, that of the 7th April, the order of 
march was as the day previous, the cavalry and its train in advance, 
followed by the infantry with its train. Theresistance to our prog- 
ress offered this day by the enemy was greater than that of the 
day previous, and at night this resistance, with the information 
received from the front, led to the general belief that we might 
expect strong opposition to our advance on the morrow. — General 
Banks and staff joined the command about 11 o’clock this night 
from Grand Ecore. 

On the night of the 7th and morning of the 8th April the cavalry 
and its train pushed on in advance, followed, as usual, by the infantry 
and train, until about 12 m. of the 8th, when the advance met the 
enemy in strong position at Sabine Cross-Roads. A division of in- 
fantry was then hurried forward to re-enforce and hold our position, 
but both cavalry and infantry met the enemy with disadvantage and 
repulse. While these events were taking place most of the cavalry 
train was halted in the road, in line of march, and well to the front, 


 equipage. Its quartermaster’s department appeared without much — 
_ system, General Smith attending personally to all the wants of his — 


eral Smith, although reporting to General Banks, seemed prepared _ 


_ Orders were issued to march to Shreveport from Alexandria. The 
— gun-boat fleet and transport fleet, with General Smith’s troops, the — 
— hospital.and supply fleet from New Orleans, and the commanding | 
general and staff left Alexandria for Shreveport, April 3, about seven. 
_ days after the command of General Franklin marched for the same 
destination by land. On our march the cavalry andits trains moved 
-aday in advance of the infantry and its trains. Our command 
_ reached Natchitoches, 3 miles off from Red River, inland from Grand — 
Ecore, April 2. I had supervision of the infantry trains and supplies ~ 


_ perhaps a little later. 


“ag 


: ee ienier oe 
- Re-enforcements were urgent : a th it. These 
demands were not such as called for response until about 3 p. m., or 


reports reach him.’ Immediately after camping orders had been 


; * given reports were received that induced him to order the other 


Gee 
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a division of the Thirteenth Corps to the front, and the First Division 


of the Nineteenth Corps to march immediately after taking supper. 
General Banks and staff had already proceeded rapidly to the front. 
‘Soon after the latter-mentioned division of the Thirteenth Army 


Corps had started, General Franklin and staff proceeded on to the 


front. Before our arrival the troops already at the front had been — 
engaged, were repulsed, and in part had stampeded. As I have be- 
- fore stated, General Lee had his train immediately in his rear, and 


in the road. Knowing that re-enforcements of infantry and artillery 
were coming up, and the road, narrow and skirted with heavy timber 
and underbrush, would, be required for the passage of the cavalry 
trains, as I had advanced I directed the teams to leave the road, by 
hauling to one side. To my surprise, on reaching the advance of this 
train, I found its quartermasters turning the teams about in the 


road, faced to the rear, and this by direction of their superior officers, 


brigade or division commanders. The certain confusion bound to 
result from this movement struck me so forcibly that I immediately 
controverted the orders, on my own responsibility, and directed these 
quartermasters to move their teams out of the road, and those already 
turned to the rear to remain out of the road, on the ground they 
found themselves. In the mean time the batteries and troops were 
passing to the front, and with but little difficulty. To account for the 
loss of part of this train by capture I have described its position, as 
well as my memory serves me. ‘To account for the unusual position 
of the train I will further add that General Franklin and General 
Lee both wanted the cavalry train to move in rear of the infantry 


force, but both generals disagreed as to the precedence of position 


when the trains should be joined. General Lee desired that his 
train should precede General Franklin’s infantry train, and the latter- 
named general insisted that.the infantry trains should move in rear 
of the infantry force. Because of this disagreement no change was 
made on this day of the engagement. The most serious loss of men 
and material occurred on this day. Just before the close of this day, 


about 5 p.m., the advantage was with the enemy. At 6 o’clock the - 


First Division of the Nineteenth Army Corps came into position, 
and after a spirited fight of ‘half an hour the enemy was severely 
checked and retired. Night then came and with it orders for the en- 
tire command to move to the rear. I at once commenced the move- 
ment of all the trains to the rear, in good order and in advance of 
the troops. The trains reached Pleasant Hill about 9 a. m., April 
9, The troops on arrival at this place, alittle later, were placed in 
position to receive the enemy, who were following closely. At about 
10 o’clock the command of General A. J. Smith reached the position 
from Grand Ecore, from which point it had been ordered up to re- 
enforce the advance. Orders were issued about the same time to 
resume the march to the rear to Grand Ecore. After an issue of 
provisions the trains were put in motion. At3 p.m. the last team 
had left the ground. Anticipating the attack to commence every 
moment, the entire force, excepting the cavalry, was put in position, 


ently le narided from the front: ‘hese 
‘General Franklin had by this time made his _ 


usual day’s march, and ordered his command of infantry intocam ee 
: iar eet pues and, perhaps, for the night, should more favorable _ 


te Nes ate cenit ae Come 


Alexandria was garrisoned by the Second Division, Nineteenth . 
_ Army Corps, and after our arrival this was attached to our force, 
‘asa part of it and to move with it. The town and vicinity, with the 


entire command, was then placed ina defensive position, temporary — 
earth-works constructed, and we were delayed there until the 12th of 


May, awaiting the construction of the dam to pass the gun-boats 


over the falls of Red River. On our arrival we found that all the 
light-draught gun-boats and the entire transport fleet had passed 
over the falls, and were lying at Alexandria. The dam having 
been completed, the remaining vessels passed over the falls on the | 
11th May in safety, and orders were very soon received to abandon 
the position ; to leave on the 12th of May and resume the march to 
the rear. I should have stated that, a few days after we arrived at 
Alexandria, our command was re-enforced by the arrival of the First. 
Division of the Thirteenth Army Corps. ’ BE 
Previous to marching from Alexandria all surplus stores, tools, 


and land transportation were embarked on the transports, the teams ~~ 


reduced in number and loaded as light as possible, as continued 
annoyance was expected from the enemy on our march. The com- 
mand, moving by land, left Alexandria on the morning of the 12th 
May ; the gun-boat and transport fleets moved simultaneously. 

The re-enforcements to the command while at Alexandria, of men 
and land transportation, added greatly to our numbers. The land 
transportation, on leaving Alexandria of the entire force, amounted 
to 976 teams, 105 ambulances, and, including cavalry, some 12,000 
animals. The march was made successfully to the mouth of Red 
River, when General A. J. Smith’s command embarked on his trans- 
ports for Vicksburg, and the remainder of the forces continued the 
march to the Mississippi River, and reached Morganza the 21st May. 
Thus ended the campaign known or styled the Red River expedition. 

The history of the operations of the quartermaster’s department is 
but.a history of the movements of the troops, and I have deemed it 
enough to set forth the marches and points of supply to give the 
proper idea of the general management of the department. During 
the entire campaign the public property of the department *was 
nourished and no abandonment or useless destruction, so usual on 
retreats, occurred under my notice, and no serious losses other than 


‘ at Sa 
the river transportation and the management of 
fl a off from the river, I could have no apt rision 
‘our advance a depot was established at Alexandria, with 
he conviction that our march to Shreveport would be made success-— 
ully, and no danger was anticipated of want of sufficient depth of — — 
er in the river for our boats. Both of these premises failed. 
+ this depot the assistant quartermaster in charge controlled the | 
transports. — s (ORR RS SES 
Lon eins departure from Alexandria and Red River all the public — 
“property was safely removed with the exception of the hospital 
steamer Woodford, which had hopelessly grounded above the falls. 
Efforts had been made by the assistant quartermaster in charge to 
raise her, force-pumps and diving apparatus sent up from New Or- a 
leans, but all efforts failed, and on our departure General Banks — - 
ordered the steamer and everything on board destroyed, to prevent 
her being useful in any way to the enemy. While on this point I 
will further add that during our stay at Alexandria the rebels below 
captured the quartermaster’s department steamer John Warner and 
the chartered steamer Emma. _ og 4 aa 
~ In connection with the narrative, it will be seen that my position. __ 
- was peculiar on this expedition. Although the senior officer of the 
department present, I was not officially announced as chief until 
May 3. 
The command of General Franklin, to which I had been closely 
attached during the winter, and which had received my undivided 
_ attention, was brought, as far as its quartermaster affairs went, toa ; 
_, state of complete efficiency. The organization of the department 
-with General Lee’s cavalry division was made by him at New Or- 
leans. His outfit was new and in good condition, and his command 
very fully equipped with all quartermaster’s supplies. His assistant 
quartermasters were generally young, and without that experience 
so necessary for handling trains in the field, especially those attached 
to light cavalry commands. 
i General A. J. Smith’s command had a very poor organization of 
its quartermaster’s department. The general was his own quarter- 
master, and attended to all details himself. His division quarter- 
masters had been left behind. When these distinct commands first 
joined a little clashing occurred, but after the troops had marched 
and fought together matters went on more smoothly. In the per- 
formance of my duties as chief quartermaster of this command, or- 
ganized as I have just stated, it was an impossibility to please or 
satisfy the demands of such a variety of individuals as I had to 
transact business with. I was obliged, in fact, to await the arrival 
of accidents and exigencies and then try to overcome them, rather 
than to foresee and prepare myself to meet them, as would under 
ordinary circumstances have been my duty. Fortunately, the as- 
sistant quartermasters, generally, with the command were experi- 
enced, brave, and energetic, and to their joint efforts alone is to be 
attributed the prompt movement and good condition of the trains 
under their charge. Complaints were never made of delay in start- 
ing, of confusion on the road, of camping improperly, or of any of 
the meen movements of the trains by any superior officers con- 
cerned. ; 
The only serious losses, as 1 have before stated, sustained by the 
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a rand tear and occasional death of anima 
upon arduous marches, were those by capture at Sabine Cross 
‘hese losses were sustained principally by the cavalry 
ion. In this division the assistant quartermasters responsibl 4 
sroperty lost their books and papers, and were unable to give — : 
rate lists of losses.. I have succeeded, however, in arriving ata 
slose approximation of the most important articles lost, with the ex- 
ception of the cavalry horses. The following gives very nearly the 
losses of land transportation : One hundred and seventy-five army 
‘wagons, complete ; 328 sets wheel harness, 584 sets lead harness, 920 
mules, 81 horses, 11 ambulances and sets wheel harness. These 
teams when captured were variously loaded with commissary, quar- 
_termaster’s, and medical supplies, with officers’ and soldiers’ bag- 
_ gage, and none of the contents were ever recovered. eae ; 
All of which is respectfully submitted. ae 
are a J. G. CHANDLER, 

_ Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster, 

Actg. Chief Q. M. in the field, Red River Expedition. 


| Maj. Gen. M. C. Mrras, 
——- Quartermaster-General U. S. Army. 


No. 4. : 


_ Report of Capt. Frank W. Marston, U. S. Signal Corps, Chief 
Signal Officer. 

; Hpgrs. SIGNAL Corps, DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 

2 Alexandria, La., May 9, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to forward, for the information of the 
- Chief Signal Officer U. 8. Army, a copy of reports of signal duty 
performed by officers of this department during the present cam- 

_ paign, with a correct transcript of messages sent and received. ‘The 
_ services of the officers have been called in requisition whenever the 
nature of the country and the position of the troops have rendered 
them practicable. In action and on the march, when not employed 

in their legitimate duties, they have been zealous in performing 
such services as the emergency of the occasion demanded. Each and 
all of them have displayed a degree of personal courage, coolness, 
and sound judgment that prove them thoroughly reliable under the 
most trying circumstances. They have all done well, but I would 
particularly mention the names of Capt. William A. Pigman, acting 
signal officer, and Lieut. A. B. Jerome, Signal Corps, U. S. Army. 
The former was severely wounded late in the action of the 8th 
ultimo, while encouraging the troops at a critical moment. He has 
received favorable mention in the report of the major-general com- 

_ manding the Nineteenth Army mae I would respectfully recom- 
mend this officer for promotion, he having displayed on all occasions 
great personal bravery, sound judgment, and cheerful obedience to . 


all orders. Lieutenant Jerome was on duty with Admiral Porter 
during the operations of the navy above Grand Ecore. While the 
gun-boats were engaging the enemy’s guns and cavalry, he directed 
their fire from an exposed post within short range of the enemy’s 
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to New Orleans on duty. During my absence the command of the 
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musketry, receiving a slight wound. Th 


with the outposts and with the gun-boats in the river guarding our 


flanks. .A number of official messages have been transmitted over 


this line, a copy of which bar A Bae this ee I neglected to 
mention that after our forces fell back to Grand Ecore I was called 


detachment devolved upon Lieutenant Jerome, who conducted the 


duties of the corps with great credit. There have been 5 officers 


‘detailed for temporary service in the corps, and have received 


orders to report to Captain Eaton, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army, for 


examination. Our communications with New Orleans have been 


' interrupted for some days, and I have received no notice of the re- 


sult of their examination. > 
During this campaign I have had constant cause for regret that 


- the instrument formerly known as the ‘‘ signal telegraph ” was no 


longer in our hands or in operation in the field. Many opportunities 
arose where its services would have been invaluable. I have laid 
these facts.before the major-general commanding the department, 
with the request that if the American Telegraph Company did not 
intend to use the instruments they might be turned over temporarily 
tothe signal corps. 

The health of this command is good. Captain Eaton and Lieu- 
tenant Herbert are at present not fit for duty in the field. Captain 
Butterfield, lately promoted in his regiment, has notified me of his 
intention to leave the service on the 1st of June. I am in hopes 
that the officers lately detailed will prove efficient and repair the 
losses this detachment has recently sustained. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK W. MARSTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Dept. of the Gulf. 
Capt. H. 8S. Tarrt, 
Signal Corps, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpars. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Emory, 
Commanding First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps: 


GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the signal party serving with your command: On the 
march from Alexandria, La., the party was ready at all times to 

-render such services as might be required. From the nature of the 
country no communication could be had by means of signals, yet the 
officers of the party frequently rendered assistance by carrying 
orders and by performing other staff duties. 

At the battle of Mansfield,*on the 8th instant, also at the battle of 
Pleasant Hill, on the 9th instant, signaling was impracticable, on 
account of the dense growth of timber on the battle-ground. 
Although unable to afford any assistance by this means, the officers 
of the party eagerly availed themselves of the opportunity to render 


‘ e enlisted men of this com-. 
~ mafid have behaved well in every instance, and have my entire confi- _ 
- dence in their steadiness under fire. | ote a 
_ Gince the retreat of the army to this place a line of signal stations, 
has been established, connecting the headquarters of the department 


servant, — 


. GEORGE W. BAILEY, 


t 
{Inclosure No. 2.] 


, 


ie eae HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT OF SIGNAL CORPS, 


Alexandria, La., April 26, 1864, : 


Lieut. A. B. JEROME: "3 
Str: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 15, headquarters Signal 


Corps, New Orleans, April 11, 1864, I proceeded with my flagmen at 


[and] signal equipments to Grand Ecore, La., and reported on the 


16th to the chief signal officer, Department of the Gulf. April 20, 
I received Field Orders, No. 3, and reported on the 21st to General _ 
A. J. Smith, commanding Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, at — 


Natchitoches, La. General Smith’s command moved on the 22d, 


covering the retreat of the army from Grand Ecore. It was _ 


harassed by the enemy until it reached Alexandria, on the 25th, and 
' fought them at Cloutierville and Cane River Crossing. By aid of 


First Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer, Comdg. Party. 
: 2 : / Sree: sf ae 
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signal glasses I was enabled, on several occasions, to discover _ 
important movements of the enemy, and reported the same, and 


as as aide upon the field, bearing dispatches to different com- 
mands, 

I was relieved from signal duty with the Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth Corps on 24th April, and reported to the signal officer at the 
headquarters of Major-General Banks. My flagmen were Sergeant 
Bailey and Privates Dix and Shoemaker. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. HALLETT, 
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


Hpgrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, 19TH ARMY CoRPS, 
Alexandria, La., April 26, 1864. 
Capt. FRANK W. MARSTON, ; 
Chief Signal Officer, Department of the Gulf: 

CapraIn: Ihave the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my party during the engagement at Cane River Ferry 
on the 22d [23d] day of April, 1864 : [crossed Cane River and opened 
communication between General Banks’ headquarters and the point at 
which General Birge’s column crossed the river to attack the enemy’s 


dank. This line became unnecessary aS soon as the column had : 
passed into the timber some distance, at which time I reported to 
te taukctens for further orders. Lieutenant Jerome directed me to 
take a position as near as possible to the enemy’s line and open com- 
munication with General Pies left flank. Iadvanced under cover 
of the timber to a position, where I opened the desired communica- 
tion, and then made every effort to ascertain General Birge’s posi- 
tion, which I did in a short time and transmitted it by signals. 
While so doing our forces charged the enemy and drove them from 
their position. I then pushed forward to the hill from which they 
had been driven, as it was a fine point from which to communicate 
with the commanding general. I there found Lieutenants Harris 
and Higbie, who had established a line and were doing good service. 
The enemy at this time commenced retreating and our forces pushed 
forward to the ferry, after which a line of signal communication was 
deemed unnecessary. . 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK A, IRVIN, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Alexandria, La., Apri 30, 1864. 


Capt. FRANK W. MARSTON, : 
Chief Signal Officer, Department of the Gulf: 


CapTaIN : I have the honor herewith to report that, in accordance 
with Special Orders, No. 76, issued from headquarters Nineteenth 
Army Corps, at Alexandria, La., March 26, 1864, I reported with my 
detachment to Brigadier-General Ransom, commanding detachment 
Thirteenth Army Corps. March 28, General Ransom’s command 
left camp near Alexandria, marching toward Shreveport, passing 
through and camping near Natchitoches, La., some four days. 

On the 8th instant, at the battle of Mansfield, Lieutenant Higbie 
and myself performed general staff duty, the nature of the country 
being such as to render signaling of but little advantage. Lieuten- 
ant Higbie rendered very efficient service by going in advance of 
our line of skirmish, learning the movements and position of the 
enemy and reporting the same to the general. During the engage- 
ment his horse was shot from under him. After the battle of Mans- 
field, General Ransom having been severely wounded, General R. 
A. Cameron took command of the detachment Thirteenth Army 
Corps, the army marching back toward Alexandria. On the 9th in- 
ee at the battle of Pleasant Hill, we performed general staff 

uties. ; 

On the morning of the 23d instant we left camp at a point some 3 
miles southeast of Cloutierville, La., and when within 2 miles of 
Cane River Crossing our advance guard discovered a battery of the 
enemy, situated upon a hill on the opposite side of theriver. Artil- 
lery was immediately brought forward, when both sides opened, 
continuing nearly an hour with but little damage to either side. The 
enemy having the advantage in position, the commanding general 
directed General Birge, commanding detachment Nineteenth Army 
Corps, and General Cameron, commanding detachment Thirteenth 
Army Corps, to cross the river at a point some 3 or 4 miles above the 
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transmitting a message from General Birge to the commanding g 
eral, announcing the result of the charge, and in return receive a 
complimentary message from the general commanding to Genera 
Birge, ordering the pursuit of the enemy; after which, assisted b 
Lieutenant Higbie, transmitted and received several important offi- 
cial messages. pete 
In the mean time the enemy made a stand on a hill in front of our 
station, it being about one-fourth mile distant, and when staff officers 
were running their horses to the rear for a position more secure, my 
flagman, Private Warren W. Palmer, stood at his post like a true and 
‘tried soldier, for which he deserves great credit. fe 
On the night of the 25th instant we camped within 3 miles of 
Alexandria. On the 26th, opened a line of signals from General 
Cameron’s headquarters to General Banks’ headquarters ; distance 
3 miles. 27th, nothing of importance transpired. 28th, transmitted 
and received several important official messages. 29th and 30th, 
nothing doing on the line, the troops having moved near the town, 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
é WA. HARRIS, oe 
First Lieut. and Actg. Sig. Officer, Comdg. Detach. 13th A. C. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


Hpgrs. S1iGNAL Corps, DEPT. OF THE GuLF, 23g 
May 1, 1864. 
Capt. FRANK W. Marston, 
Chief Signal Officer, Department of the Gulf: 


Captain: I have the honor to report that on the 5th of April I 
was, by Field Orders, No. 2, Signal Corps headquarters, Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, ordered to the flag-ship Cricket to report to 
Admiral Porter, commanding Mississippi Squadron. The expedi- 
tion moved up the river until we reaved [reached] a sunken steamer, 
which obstructed the channel. In returning we were constantly 
under fire from guerrillas and occasionally from considerable forces 
of the enemy. In one of the engagements I was slightly wounded. 
My men acted with the marines and were furnished with arms, act- 
ing as sharpshooters, and performed good service. _No opportunity 
offered for signaling. On many occasions I directed the fire of artil- 
lery by aid of my glasses. I would respectfully call your atten- 
tion to the gallant conduct of Privates Suydam and Hammond, 
who kept up a continued fire upon the enemy whenever occasion 
offered. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. JEROME, 
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army. 


df 
Goes ee 
- Capt. Frank W. Marston, — 


-- Gaprat: I have the honor to report that during your absencethe 
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Sea: Alexandria, La., May 1, 1864. 


Chief Signal Officer, Department of the Gulf: — 


~ eommand of the detachment devolved upon me. Nothing of interest 
_ transpired until the morning of the 22d of April, when the head- 
quarters of department moved with the army toward Alexandria, 
La: General A. J. Smith having the command of the rear guard, I 


ordered First Lieutenant Hallett to report to him for signal duty. 


Lieutenant Irvin remained with Major-General Franklin, and Lieu- 


_ tenants Harris and Higbie with Brigadier-General Cameron, in com- 
mand of Thirteenth Army Corps. Lieutenant Benner remained 
- with me at headquarters of the department. Nothing of interest 


transpired, with the exception of continuous skirmishing in the 


rear. Thenature of the country prevented any communication with 


Lieutenant Hallett until the advance reached Cane River. The 


enemy occupied a formidable position upon the hills commanding 


‘the crossing. General Cameron’s forces forded the river some 2 


miles above, in order to flank the position. His engineers then com- 
menced bridging the river, in order to pass over artillery and am- 
munition. I established a station at once at the bridge, Lieutenant 


Irvin fording the river in order to ascertain General Birge’s position 


and keeping communication open with my station at the bridge. 


Lieutenant Benner was posted in the center, observing the enemy, 
and performed good service under a heavy fire of artillery. I then 


moved up with the general’s headquarters, and shortly after saw a 


signal flag upon the hill, and answering it, received the following 
message : 
Maj. GrorGE B. DRAKE, Assistant, Adjutant-General : 


General Birge’s men took the hill about fifteen minutes ago, and are now pressing 
on. No signs of the enemy now in the front. Our loss is heavy. Colonel Fessenden 


wounded. 
C. 8S. SARGENT, 
Aide-de-Camp. 
_ This was from Lieutenants Harris and Higbie and was the first 
information of the success of General Birge. Several messages of 
a complimentary character then passed, with others of importance, 


copies of which will be found attached to this report. The move- 


ments of the column attacking was entirely conducted by this line 
of signals, and the officers performed their duties under a heavy fire, 
unsupported, and with marked ability. The enemy did not further 
molest us, and the country was so densely wooded that signals could 
not be made until we reached Alexandria, La., on the 25th ultimo. 
The enlisted men of the detachment performed their duties effi- 
ciently throughout the march. Arriving at Alexandria, I imme- 
diately established a line of stations between the headquarters of 


_ the Thirteenth Army Corps and artillery and cavalry headquarters 


of the department. This line is still in operation, and many impor- 
tant messages are continually being transmitted. I have the honor 
to inclose the reports of Lieutenants Harris, Irvin, and Hallett. * 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. JEROME, 
First Lieut., Signal Corps, U. S. A., Comdg. Detachment. 


* See pp. 248-245. 
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eKeep me org of the enemy’ 8 ananemaedia: 
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APRIL 8 
General BANKS: ‘ 
My last reports are that Colonel Davis is 5 miles from town and falling back slowly. 
General McClernand has pushed nk infantry forward to his support. 
ARNOLD, 
j Brigadier-General. 


a APRIL 26. 1 
2 COMMANDING OFFICER TWENTY-SECOND KENTUCKY INFANTRY : ee 
q You will report immediately with your regiment to your brigade commander. im 
. A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General. 
APRIL 28.“ 
COMMANDING OFFICER TWENTY-FOURTH INDIANA INFANTRY : : ah 
You will report with your regiment immediately to General McClernand, in the — 
front. 
J. A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, 


é MAY 2. 
General BANKS: . 


The troops have bivouacked just in front of my line on the 28th. No one hurt. 
; Idon’t think the enemy are in force equal to ours. 


LAWLER, 
Brigadier-General. 


May 2.’ 
Geaeral MCCLERNAND : | 
The troops have bivouacked just in front of my line on the 28th. No one hurt. 
I dm@’t think the enemy are in force equal to ours. 
LAWLER, 
Brigadier-General. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK A. IRVIN, 
First Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. . 
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Report of Col. George D. Robinson, Ninety-seventh U. S. Colored 4 


Troops, commanding Engineer Brigade. 
' New ORLEANS, La., June 13, 1864. 
Masor: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to 
“make the following report.of the engineer operations of my com- 
mand during the late Red River campaign: On the morning of 
March 10, 1864,I started from Berwick Bay to join General Frank- 
lin’s command, then stationed at Franklin, La. My command then 
consisted of the Third and Fifth Engineers, io d’ Afrique, with 
seventeen wagons loaded with engineer tools. 
to Major-General Franklin on the 11th of March, and was ordered 


by him to go into camp and await further orders. On the 15th of 
Ma 


rch I received orders to be ready to march with the Nineteenth 
Army Corps on the following morning. Before starting upon the 
march the regiments (Third and Fifth Engineers) were reviewed by 
you. We found nothing to do in the way of building bridges or 
repairing roads until the army arrived at Vermillion Bayou on or 
about the 18th of March. Here we found that the bridge across the 
bayou, built by the Third Engineers in October, 1863, had been 
destroyed by the enemy, and it was necessary to construct another 
before our troops could cross. Notwithstanding my command had 
marched 18 miles that day, I set a portion of them at work as soon 
as we arrived at the bayou (about 5 p. m.), and at 9 p. m. I hada 
bridge constructed of sufficient strength to pass the whole army, 
with all the trains, and without causing any delay whatever. The 
position assigned to me in the order of march was near the center 
of the column, and so I found it necessary to make a detail of 1 offi- 
cer and 30 privates, with two wagons of assorted tools, to accompany 
the advance brigade and repair the roads and bridges, in order that 
there might be no deiay in passing the trains. By this plan the 
trains were always kept well closed up. Upon our arrival at Washing- 
ton, La., March 20, | obtained two extra wagons from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Chandler, chief quartermaster Nineteenth Army Corps. 
These wagons I sent forward with assorted tools and with 20 pri. 
vates (carpenters), under command of First Lieutenant Bushnell, of 
the Third Engineers, and Second Lieutenant Bon, of the Fifth 
Engineers, with orders to accompany General Lee’s cavalry and 
repair all the bridges between Washington and Alexandria. This 
work was performed by them in a manner highly satisfactory. 
From Washington to Alexandria my command performed a great 
amount of hard labor corduroying the roads, which had become {ter- 
ribly muddy and almost impassable, owing to recent heavy rains. 
I arrived at Alexandria on the 25th of March, and on the following 
morning I took the Third Engineers and proceeded to Bayou : 
on the Red River road, 7 miles above Alexandria, and rebuilt the 
bridge across that stream, which had been destroyed by the evemy 
two or three days before. 

The pontoon bridge, in charge of Capt. John J. Smith, arrived 
at Alexandria on the 27th, having been about two days’ march 
behind the army, owing to difficulty in procuring the necessary 
transportation at Berwick Bay and to the fact that many of his mules 
died on the road from distemper. At this place I detailed First 
Lieutenant Bushnell, of the Third Engineers, and Second Liettenant 


reported for duty 
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_ from Major-General Franklin (who left on the day before) to join 


him as soon as possible. I marched to Henderson’s Hill, 18 miles, | 


and encamped at 6 p.m., and shortly afterward received orders 


from General Franklin, who was then at Cane River, 15 miles dis- 
_ tant, to move forward with the pontoon train through the pine woods 


\ 


that night, and report to him as soon as possible on the next morn- 


ing. Accordingly at 8 p.m. I took the pontoon train, with the Fifth 
_ Engineers, and started through the pine woods for Cane River. 
The task seemed almost a hopeless one, as the night was intensely 
dark and the road crooked, and rendered almost impassable on ac- - 


count of the mud. In many places the road had to be corduroyed 
with brush and logs before the train could pass at all. It was also 
necessary to build fires all along the road at intervals of 50 or 60 
yards in order to see the road. At10 a.m. on the 30th March I 


_, campals ‘morning of March 29,1 left Alexandria at 6 a. _ 
--m., with the two regiments and the pontoon train, with orders — 


reported to General Franklin, and he immediately ordered a detail . 


from the Nineteenth Army Corps to help lay the bridge, as my own 
men were nearly worn out with the fatigue of marching. At 1 p. 
m. the bridge was ready to cross the trains. In laying the bridge 
we used nine bateaus, making a bridge 200 feet in length. This was 
the first time that this bridge had been laid, and it worked admira- 
bly. For strength and durability I regard it as the best pontoon 
bridge in use. The only objection to it is the difficulty in transpor- 
tation. “On the 31st, General Franklin ordered me to send forward 
the Third Engineers with the advance of the Nineteenth Army 
Corps, and to remain behind myself with the Fifth Engineers to 


' take up the pontoon bridge as soon as all the troops and trains were 
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crossed, and then report to him as soon as possible. The trains did 
not all get over meng 10 p. m. of the 31st. As soon as all the trains 
had crossed I ordered the bridge to be taken up, and at 12 p. m. the 
bridge was all loaded and on the march. At6a.m, on the 1st of 
April I reported to Major-General Franklin at the upper crossing of 
Cane River, having marched nearly all night. At this place the 
river was fordable, and it was not necessary to lay the bridge. 
Here I found the Third Engineers awaiting my arrival. From this 
point to Natchitoches the road and bridges were in good order. My 
command arrived at Natchitoches on the 2d of April, and remained 
there in camp until the 6th, when I was ordered by General Frank- 
lin to march, with the Thirteenth Army Corps, on the road to Shreve- 
ort. 
4 I arrived at Pleasant Hill on the 8th of April, after a very fa- 
tiguing march of threedays. The roads were very bad, owing to the 
heavy rains, and had to be corduroyed in many places. At Pleasant 
Hill I received an order, at 3 p. m., from General Franklin to go 
into camp and move forward with my command on the following 
morning at 6 a. m., and report to him as soon as possible. At 12 p. 
m. I received orders from him to remain at Pleasant Hill until 
further orders; also heard of the disaster to our troops at Sabine 
Cross-Roads, and ordered my command to form in line of battle, and 
remained so until 12 m., April 9, when I received orders from Gen- 
eral Franklin to move my command and train to Grand Kcore (35 
miles back) without delay. I started immediately, marching all 
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night, and arrived at Grand Hecore on the 10th of aes 
and went into camp. On the 12th, I was ordered by } 


ril, at 12 m., 
ajor-General © 


- Banks to have the pontoon bridge laid across Red River. There was 


not bridge enough to reach across the river, so I obtained a flat-boat, | 


and, by cutting down the ends to a level with the pontoons and build- 


ing a false bottom in it, made a bridge of sufficient length to reach 


across, This bridge was very useful to the army, as they were short 
- of forage, and but little could be obtained from befow, while on the 


north bank of the river there was corn in abundance, as that country 
had not been overrun by either our own troops or those of the enemy. 
On the 16th of April the transport steamer Black Hawk, through 
the carelessness or maliciousness of her pilot, ran through the bridge, 


completely destroying three of the pontoon boats. This damage, 
however, was repaired by the use of two Birago trestles and a small — 


flat-boat. The bridge was kept down until the 21st of April, when 
it was taken up to move with the army to Alexandria, During this 
time I kept one company upon the bridge, day and night, to guard 
and keep it in repair, relieving them every six hours. On the 13th 
of April I was ordered by General Banks to take all my available 
force and construct an abatis and rifle-pits around Grand Ecore. I 
was engaged on this work until the 19th. On the 20th, I received 
orders from General Franklin to repair the road from Grand Ecore to 
Cane River, and to construct a crossing over the river at the nearest 
practicable point. I reconnoitered the road, which had never been 
much used, and found a good crossing about 24 miles from Grand 
Ecore. I immediately ordered out 200 men, under Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Pearsall, of the Fifth Engineers, to build a bridge, and make 
approaches on both sides. This was all finished at 12 p. m. on the 
night of April 20. — 

On the 21st, I was ordered by General Franklin to take up the 
pontoon bridge and be ready to march at 5 p. m., immediately in rear 
of the advance brigade (General Birge’s). I marched all that night 
and the following day, when we reached Cloutierville, only halting 
long enough to give the men time to make coffee, making about 35 
miles in twenty-four hours. On the following morning (April 23) 
the enemy was found to be strongly posted in our front, at the lower 
crossing of Cane River, with a large force threatening our rear. 
General Franklin ordered me to place my troops in such a position 
as to be able to protect the trains of the army, in case the enemy 
attempted a flank movement on our left. This position I held until 
the crossing at Cane River had been secured by our troops, when I 
was immediately ordered forward to lay the bridge. At 7p. m. the 
bridge was ready to pass the trains. The approaches to the bridge 
being very steep and difficult, I ordered three details, of 100 men 
each, to help the trains across the bridge. In this way all the trains 
were crossed before 12 m..on the following day (April 24). As soon 
as all the troops and trains had crossed I took up the bridge and re- 
sumed the march toward Alexandria, where I arrived on the night 
of April 25. On the following morning I received orders from Cap- 
tain Palfrey, U.S. Engineers, and acting chief engineer Department. 
of the Gulf, to remove all the barricades that had been erected in the 
streets of Alexandria, and to cut down all the timber within 1,200 
yards of the city, and also to construct a battery for six guns on the 
Bayou Rapides road. This work was all accomplished on the 28th 
of April, and on the 29th I received orders from General Banks to 
report to Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, acting military engineer Nine- 


« 
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/, accor ingly the dam was commenced on the morning of the 30th of 
‘April. The Third Engineers were employed in collecting and. haul- 
ing the necessary material, and the Fifth Engineers in constructing 


officers and men worked with untiring zeal and energy. On the 
morning of the 9thof May, when the dam was nearly completed, 
_ the center portion gave way, owing to the enormous pressure of the 


rapids to admit the passage of the gun-boats. _ Lieutenant-Colonel 
_ Bailey then decided to adopt the plan originally recommended by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pearsall and myself of building a dam at the 


upper rapids. This was commenced on the afternoon of May 9, and — 


on the 12th the water was raised sufficiently to admit the passage of 
all the gun-boats across the upper rapids, after which there was no 
further difficulty, and on the 13th the gun-boats were all below the 
lower rapids. I received orders May 13 from General Banks to 
march with the Nineteenth Army Corps on the Red River road. 
_ On the 14th I was ordered to report with my command and the 
pontoon bridge to Brigadier-General Grover. I reported to him at 
10 p.m., near Scraggy Point, on Red River, about 24 miles below 
_ Alexandria. From this point there had formerly been a road lead- 
ing to Marksville, but it had not been used for along time as a wagon 
road. Iwas ordered by General Grover to move forward on the fol- 
- lowing morning with a sufficient force to repair the road to Bayou 
- Choctaw (4 miles distant), and to lay the pontoon bridge across the 
bayou. Upon examination I found that the road was not practica- 
ble for the trains of the army until repaired. I therefore ordered 
the Third Engineers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Harmount, to repair 
- this road without delay, which was fully accomplished by 12m. In 
_ the mean time I went forward to Bayou Choctaw with the pontoon 
bridge, in charge of Captain Smith, and two companies of the Fifth 
_ Engineers, in charge of Captain Morrison. This stream is narrow 
but deep, with very high banks. The bridge was laid and the 
_ approaches completed at 10 a. m., though the train did not arrive 
until 12 m. I left one company of the Third Engineers, under 
- Captain Chamberlain, with orders to remain at the bridge until all 
- the troops and trains had crossed, and then to take up the bridge and 
join me as soon as possible, which he did on the following morning 
at 4a. m., having marched all night. ; 
On arriving at Marksville (May 16) the enemy was found to be in 
force in our front, and indicating a desire to give battle. I formed 
my command in line of battle about 7 a. m., and took a position on 
the left of General Grover’s command, and marched in this way 
until about 11 a. m., when the enemy was repulsed. The fighting 
was all done by the cavalry and artillery, so my troops were not en- 
gaged. Upon my arrival at Bayou De Glaize (about 10 p.m.) 1 
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that tw o dams should be built, one at the upper and one atthe lower _ 7 
falls, fearing that one dam would not stand the pressure. Lieuten- 
lonel Bailey, however, decided to build only one dam, and _ 


the dam. The regiments were divided into two reliefs, which re- _ 
lieved each other every six hours, working day and night. Both . 


water. There was, however, water enough still left on the lower. Kee 


> ae ots ALS re ie 
Literate, ce Ue Se Mie Po a eS 
cane see oye wea Re we} ay SS My 
ys AY et, ‘ ie ‘Se <4 ae at a , me 


~ - JOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPL 


received orders from General Banks to move forward that nig 
- Yellow Bush Bayou, 3 miles from Simsport, and lay the br 
across that stream. I arrived at the bayou at 4 a.m., May 17, w. 
I found Colonel Lucas, commanding the advance guard, crossing 
cavalry on a flat-boat. I immediately ordered a detail from ~ 
Third Engineers to lay the bridge, and at 6 a. m. everything was 1 
readiness to cross the troops. I immediately ordered my command 
to move across and encamp near the end of the bridge, on the east 
bank of Yellow Bush Bayou. On the west bank of the bayou the 
enemy had constructed two formidable earth-works, designed to pre- 
vent the advance of our army from Simsport. About noon, May 17, 
IT received orders from General Emory to reverse these works and 
make a téte-de-pont of them, and on the following day received. 
orders from him to destroy the works entirely. At about 7p. m.,, 
May 19, I received orders to take up the bridge as soon as General! 
A. J. Smith’s command had crossed, and at 2 a. m. the following 
morning I was informed by a staff officer from General Smith that 
his command had ail crossed, and I ordered the bridge to be im- 
mediately taken up. At4a.m. the bridge was all loaded and the 
command ready to march. Crossed the Atchafalaya at about 8 a.m. 
and halted about 4 miles from Simsport, where I remained until 
7% p. m., when I received orders from General Emory to resume the’ 
march on the road leading to Morganza. Marched all that night, 
and on the following morning (May 21) had to cut a road for about 
a mile through the woods at Tunica Bend, in order to allow the 
trains to pass. The old road, which was on the top of the levee, had 
been previously destroyed by the enemy in constructing a watér 
battery at this point. After completing this road and giving the 
men time to make coffee, I again resumed the march and encamped 
that night at 10 p. m., with the Nineteenth Army Corps, about 6 
miles from Morganza. I arrived at Morganza and went into camp 
on the 22d of May. On the following day I received orders from 
General Emory to furnish 100 men daily to do picket duty, and to 
take the rest of my command and construct embrasures and _plat- 
forms along the levee for the artillery. These details I continued to 
furnish until the 30th, when I received orders from General Emory 
to report with my command to Captain Hains, U. S. Engineers, for 
the purpose of constructing a fort at Morganza. This work was 
laid out by Captain Hains, assisted by Captain Cannon, of the Third 
Engineers, and on the 31st the work was begun, in which my com- 
mand is still engaged. 
It is Just that I should make some allusion to the services of offi- 
cers during the campaign, and accordingly I mention the follow- 
ing as worthy of particular notice: Lieut. Col. U. B. Pearsall, com- 
manding Fifth Engineers, for his untiring zeal and energy, and for 
the skill displayed by him in all the engineer operations of the com- 
mand; Maj. Samuel Pollock and Capt. William H. Morrison. Fifth 
Engineers, for their skill and energy in constructing roads and 
bridges ; Capts. Arnout Cannon and M. W. Morton, Third Engi- 
neers, for able and efficient services in reconnoitering ‘and repairing: 
roads and bridges; Capt. John J. Smith and First Lieut. A. F 
Bushnell, of Third Engineers, for their skill and perseverance in 
the management of the pontoon train; First Lieut. J. William 
Haight, jr., adjutant of Third Engineers, for the able and efficient 
manner in which he performed his duties as acting assistant adju- 
tant-general ; First Lieut. and Quartermaster J. N. Knight, Third 


e doing justice to a worthy and deserv 
urther mention of 


ole epee he labored with unceasing toil and devotion. 
an for bui 
sity was finally adopted, was originally proposed by him, and 


bored day and night, almost without rest, and seeming to know 


he final success of this dam I believe they are due to him as 
h as to any one else. In conclusion, I would say that the organ- 
tion of colored engineers is regarded as.a complete success by all 
o have witnessed their operations. The credit of this is due to 
urself, who have labored hard to bring them into their’ present 
ite of efficiency, and I hope that Congress will soon make some 
stantial acknowledgment of your services in this department. 


Respectfully submitted. 

GEO. D. ROBINSON, 
Colonel Third Engs., Corps d Afrique, Comdg. Eng. Brig. 
Maj. D. C. Houston, : : 

Chief Engineer, Department of the Gulf. 


; No. 6. 
eport of Lieut. Col. Uri B. Pearsall, Ninety-ninth U. 8. Colored 


Troops. 


NEW ORLEANS, La., August 1, 1864. 


Masor: In compliance with the request of the major-general com- 
aanding the department, I have the honor to submit the following 
eport concerning the construction of the dam across Red River in 
he month of May last.. I was in command of the Ninety-ninth U. 8. 
folored Infantry (formerly the Fifth ‘Hngineers, Corps d’ Afrique) 
uring the whole of the Red River campaign, my regiment forming a 
art of the engineer troops commanded by Col. George D. Robinson. 

On the 29th of April this force was ordered to report to Lieut. Col. 
oseph Bailey, then acting engineer Nineteenth Army Corps, for the 
urpose of constructing the dam above referred to. At the request 
f Colonel Bailey, Colonel Robinson and myself accompanied him to 
plect the place for building the dam. After a thorough examina- 
ion of the falls, Colonel Robinson and myself were of the opinion 
hat two dams were necessary—one at the foot of the upper and the 
ther at the foot of the lower falls. Colonel Bailey, however, decided 
hat one would be sufficient, and accordingly we jointly selected the 
oint at which the main dam was located. 

On the morning of the 30th of April the troops selected for this 
uty were moved to convenient points near the dam and the work 
egan at once. The force on the right bank consisted of the Ninety- 
seventh and Ninety-ninth U. $8. Colored Infantry, under command 
f Col. George D. Robinson, of the former regiment, and a detail of 


vases, but Tt 
ing officer 
w 1 the services of Lieut. Col. U. | 

of the Fifth Engineers, Corps d’Afrique. Throughout 


uccess of the dam was, in my opinion, mainly due to his efforts. — 


ing of fatigue. If the thanks of Congress are due to any one — 
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ding two dams across Red River, which from — 


A “4 ie Bi 


_ 400 men from the brigade of colored infantry, commanded by Col- 


Army Corps. Of the work on the left bank 
ment Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey placed me in charge of all the work 


on the right bank, which included the placing and the loading of the 
- barges in the center of the river, together with the building of the 


‘‘crib-dam” to the right bank. Colonel Robinson was designated | 
by Colonel Bailey to procure necessary materials (for this purpose — 
retaining the Ninety-seventh U. 8. Colored Infantry), as also all 


necessary teams employed at this Pees The remainder of the work- 
ing forces were under my control. 

The work progressed rapidly, as both officers and men became 
more confident of success than they were at the commencement, and 
on the afternoon of the 8th of May the channel was closed, with the 
exception of the three spaces of 20 feet each between the barges and 
a current of water under the second barge from the right bank, which 


was only partly loaded, it being our intention to merely scuttle it~ 


onel Dickey. On the left bank were the Twenty-ninth Maine, por-— 

tions of One hundred and tenth and One hundred and sixty-first 
> New York Volunteers, and the pioneer aya of the Thirteenth — 
7 : ‘know but little, my — 
duties confining me exclusively to the right bank. At the commence- _ 


and place a sufficient amount of railroad iron on the top to prevent — 


its rising up. Large braces were set diagonally up stream from the 

barges on each side, which, with large hawsers, were to prevent its 
_ being swept away, but the water rising rapidly, the weight proved 

insufficient for the purpose, and on the morning of the 9th it broke 

~ away, carrying with it the loaded barge nearest the right bank, both 
swinging in below and on the left-hand side of the new chute thus 
formed. This accident (so considered at the time) was in my opinion — 
the most. fortunate occurrence that could have taken place, those 
barges which were swept away serving to lengthen the chute and 
confine the volume of water passing through between them and the 
right bank, thus creating an artificial depth of water for the boats 
until they were fully below the ledge of rocks. They also answered 
as a “fender” to the boats and prevented their turning in passing 
through. The water was actually higher on the main dam when 
this took place than at any time afterward, and the navy, although 
not moving a single vessel until after the break occurred, were ena- 
bled to pass the gun-boats Lexington and Fort Hindman, also the 
light-draught monitors Neosho and Osage, over the falls above into 
the pond, and thence through the dam below in perfect safety. 

At 7 o'clock on the morning of the 9th, Colonel Bailey directed 
me to leave a reliable officer in charge of tightening and repairing 
the remaining portion of the dam extending from the right bank, 
and then report to him in person on the same side of the river near 
the head of the falls, at which point he had decided to increase the 
depth of water by means of light wing-dams thrown out from each 
side. The forces moved from the lower or main dam consisted of 
detachments from the various regiments and the pioneer corps of 
Thirteenth Army Corps. The new plan was commenced with com- 
mendable vigor, the troops being employed in constructing the same 
as originally proposed until the afternoon of the 10th, which com- 
pleted a temporary obstruction, close to each side of the channel. b 
means of light log cribs lashed together with rope and filled eh 
brush and bricks. This work raised about 14 inches of water 

I will here state that in the mean time the gun-boat Chillicothe had 
managed to work her way through. The Carondelet attempted to 
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Such, in brief, was the position of affairs on the afternoon of the — 
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‘10th of May, as Major-General Banks will doubtless remember hav-! 
Ing a conversation with Colonel Bailey and myself at that time. 


It was at this crisis that Colonel Bailey asked-me what could be 

_ done to relieve the boats. I replied in these words: ‘If you will ° 

_ allow me to build a dam where I please, on my own plan, and give | 

me the men and materials I require, I will agree to put a foot of 
water under those boats (referring to the Mound City and Caronde- © 


let) by to-morrow night.” He asked me what I required, and I told 
him the pioneer corps of the Thirteenth Army Corps to report to 


me at midnight to cross to the left bank, and that 10,000 feet of 


2-inch plank should be there at 9 o’clock the next morning. Colonel 
Bailey agreed to this proposition, and accordingly about 1 a. m. of 
that night Captain Hutchens, commanding the pioneers, reported to 
me for duty. Immediate steps were taken to get across the river. 
I hailed every boat in the fleet to obtain cutters for this purpose, 
but the reply of all was, ‘‘ wait until daylight.” We were accord- 
ingly forced to do so, and it was sunrise before all were across to 
the opposite side. I immediately instructed the men in building 


two-legged trestles for a ‘‘ bracket dam.” They worked with even 
greater energy than ever before, and the trestles were all made by 9 


a.m. Some pieces of iron bolts (size one-half inch) were procured 
and one set into the foot of the legs of each trestle; also one in the 
cap pieces at the end resting on the bottom, up stream. The place 
selected by me for this ‘* bracket dam” wag at a point opposite the 
lower end of the Carondelet, extending out close to this vessel from 
the left bank. A party of men, selected and headed by myself, 
placed these trestles in position there under very adverse circum- 
stances, the water being about 44 feet deep and very swift, and 
coupled with a very slippery bottom, making it almost impossible 
to stand against the current. Several men were swept away in this 
duty, but no lives were lost. The trestles were fastened as soon as 
they were in position by means of taking ‘“‘sets” and driving the 
iron bolts above referred to down into the bottom, All were in 
position by 10 a. m., and the plank having arrived all that remained 
was to place them. This was done in less than an hour, and by 11 
a. m. there was at least a foot of water thrown:under the Mound 
City and the Carondelet and both vessels floated off easily before 
the ultimate height of water was obtained. The five remaining 
vessels passed with but little difficulty, and at noon on the following 
day were safe below the main dam at Alexandria. 


Much has been said of the part taken by the navy in rescuing - 


their fleet, and I deem it proper to state my honest convictions in 
regard to it. To Captain Langthorne, of the Mound City, and the 
subordinate officers and men employed with him, it must be ac- 
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oe now leiaed great praise is due. In regard to any other efforts put 


- forth by them I must say that none other were observed by me, and 
it seems incredible that much could have been done by them in my 
absence. Islept but twenty-nine hours during those twelve eventful 
days. My meals were almost invariably brought to me; therefore 

my presence was almost constant. : | 
It may be said that the navy loaned ropes, made bolts, &c., but 
_-in so doing they performed the duties of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment only ; while on the other hand, there is much in this report 
showing that they caused a delay of six hours at the most critical 
point of our operations, whereas if no delay had occurred in the 
batting of the bracket dam that saved seven of their best iron-clads, 


the army could have moved a day sooner from Alexandria, These 


facts can be substantiated by many officers besides myself, and the 
impartial historian will [not], neither could, with propriety make 
any other record than that the army of General Banks saved the 
fleet of Admiral Porter. : 

In conclusion, I would beg leave to state that the project of build- 
ing a dam across Red River, although difficult, could never have 
been pronounced impracticable by any men who followed a similar 
avocation in civil life. The bottom and shores being so extremely 
favorable, and official reports having been promulgated by the naval 
authorities asserting that Colonel Bailey was the only man in the 
army who believed the plan practicable, that he was the originator 
of it, &c., I deem it my sacred duty to refute such assertions so far 
as they concern myself, having waited three months to see it con- 
tradicted by others. The major-general commanding the depart- 


ment will recollect of my assurances to him in this respect ere the © 


work had fairly begun. It canalso be proved that it was pronounced 
feasible by me while at Grand Ecore. These statements are made 
in self-defense, without doubting that the credit justly belongs to 
others; yet were such statements substantiated against an officer 
like myself, after ten years of practical experience in building dams 
on the most difficult rivers in the country, it would be deemed suffi- 
cient evidence by me of my utter incompetency to hold my present 
position: \ 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. B. PEARSALL, 
Lieut. Col. Ninety-ninth U. 8. Colored Infantry. 
Maj. GEoRGE B. DRAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 7. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. 8. Army, command- 
ing the Nineteenth and detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps 
of operations April 6-25. 

Hpars. 19TH Cores AND DETACH. 13TH Corps, 
Grand Ecore, April 14, 1864. 
Masor: I make the following report of the operations of the troops 
under my command from the date of their leaving Natchitoches until 
their arrival at this place: The cavalry force, under Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Lee, the detachment of the Thirteenth Corps, under Brigadier- 
General Ransom, and the division of the Nineteenth Corps, under 
Brigadier-General Emory, left Natchitoches on Wednesday, the 6th 
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At 5.30 a. m. on the 8th, General Ransom marched with the remain- * a 


der of his command to encamp where General Lee encamped the 


night before. General Emory was directed to go to the same place 
when his men had had something to eat. General Ransom’s com- 


mand, with my consent, marched about 2 miles beyond the point ~ 


indicated, and there went into camp. Just as they arrived there, 


about 10 a. m., I received a note from General Lee, asking for an- — 


other brigade of infantry, on account of the exhausted state of that 
with him. I dispatched another immediately, and General Ransom ° 
went with it. About this time the commanding general arrived and 
went to the front. I staid near General Cameron’s division, the 
remaining one of General Ransom’s command, until 3.15 p. m., when 
I received an order from the commanding general to move to the 
front with all of my infantry. General Cameron started immedi- 
ately, and arrived on the field, 5 miles distant, at 4.15 p.m. I ar- 
rived at the same time, and immediately placed the division at such 
points as I thought were proper for holding the ground for which 
we were then contending. The state of things upon my arrival was 
discouraging, and as the enemy far outnumbered the infantry force, 
in a short time the infantry broke, after a gallant fight, and went to 
the rear. The enemy had turned both flanks and advanced in front, 
so that before I left the field he was already in rear of the position 
occupied when I arrived. The road was badly obstructed by the 
train of the Cavalry Division, and we lost from General Ransom’s 
command ten guns, which could not be hauled away. Before the 
rout became general I had ordered General Emory to form his divis- 
ion across the road in the first good position that he could find. I 
found him in the act of forming his line when I arrived, about 2 miles 
in rear of the field. Here he was: most strenuously attacked by the 
enemy, who made vigorous charges against his front and flanks. 
He repelled them all with great loss to the rebels, and remained at 
night-fall master of the position. During the night the whole force 
retreated to Pleasant Hill, General Emory’s division forming the 


rear guard. 
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eral Smith’s regiments posted in a wood on the left, and theyin turn 
were driven from the plain and for 143 miles along the Mansfield 
‘road. The remainder of General Emory’s line fought handsomely a 
during the whole day, and the enemy was driven back along the 
whole line with the loss of two guns. During the night the army 
retreated toward this place, and arrived here on the 11th instant. -~ 
_ _ [transmitted yesterday a list of the casualties.* The behavior of =~ 


__ officers and men was excellent. I beg leave particularly to call the 3 
attention of the commanding general to the conduct of Generals ~ 
~. Emory and Dwight, which was admirable in all respects. Iregret _ 


to report the loss of Col. L. Benedict, One hundred and sixty-second _ 
New York Volunteers, killed while leading his brigade, and of Cap- _ 
tain Chapman, of my staff, who had both feet taken off by a round 
shot. Brigadier-General Ransom was severely wounded while com- 
_ manding his troops in the first action. I shall take a future occasion 
‘to make a more detailed report and mention of the names of officers 
and men who distinguished themselves. : 
: I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Maj. GEorctE B. DRAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces commanded by Maj. Gen. William B. 
Bee es S. Army, at Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleasant Hill, La., April 8 
and 9, ; ‘ 


\ ” 
[Compiled from nominal list of casualties furnished by General Franklin.] 


k + Captured or 
Killed. | Wounded. missing. 


Command. 


Enlisted men, | 
Enlisted men, 
Enlisted men. 


Officers. 
Aggregate. 


Officers. 
Officers. 


_ THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS (DETACHMENT). 


Brig. Gen. THomas FE. G. RANsom. & 
Brig. Gen. Ropert A. CAMERON. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. RoBerT A. CAMERON. 
Col. Wiut1Am H. Raynor. 


Provost guard. 
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* Embodied in table following. 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 
Col, Wint1am J. LANDRAM. 
; First Brigade. 
¥ Col. FRANK EmERSoN.b ves 
’ Maj. Francis A. SEARS. . “| 
Paeaey Hitt THINOIS . Wieee tien cet e SHE 61S 98S Teo Beka ten aaa Sali, eco 
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pS 19th Kentucky.....--.<.... Mee ee eye peed sce des ety dese 2 LS ay REx 1 
23d WISCONSIN .... 2... 6... eee e eee eee eee teen eee efee ees Med eats TOU IERG Nee 41 64 
Total First Brigade........... McA MAK ices, 1| i8| 4| ol 28). a0! bop 
Second Brigade. - Wed. 
Col. JosepH W. VANCE.b 
Lieut. Col. ALBERT H. Brown. 
NBOUE ALLO set wit iecn less oraleisjc'ale aisiele sistas each aac] oes se 2 3 20 9 223 257 
: MS ile Qed Gentine mre tes N/clatares sislogth Steels genni ble cimtspatetas tel] siciec(tlievs} oases 1 4 9 165 179 
[SOE AO] TS Cece oS SRR ACO ee Es RO it epee Paulie SoC ete ae 22 31 
. SGU ORION Ge ecaniccrts  weaciosie)s ae BORD SOO SOR AE NC Oc oan 1 3 3 20 2 28 bY¢ 
Total Second Brigade ..........00s.c0ser sees ees 2| 5| 9| 50| 20| 438]. Bed 
Artillery. 
7 Chicago (Illinois) Mercantile Battery.:.......... ..... 1 1 1 2 2 21 28 
Tridtania AAcI, 1st DAULCI ye t\eicaen nee sisn siaatcisltitslerais pets = sl |oicceeiatellnle «iniele Pea OH werarerce 2 
otal artillery 8 oe ols fev vvark eae Myo Lic- Lyte i rere 3 33 
Total Fourth Division ..... ....s0es.ee0. cree 4| 2/ 14| 134] 50] 89| 1,085 
Total Thirteenth Army Corps ........... - -. | 5! 47) 241 25) 50 1,045] 1,405 
a Wounded April 8. : 4 
b Wounded and captured April 8. 
ie if az 


‘First 


Heads 


_ Brig. Gen. Wiutiam Dwiaur.— 


te New York 
oe J ew York..... 


153d New York .. 


162d. New York .. 
— 165th New York 


Mes 


61s! New York... 


- Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen, James W. McMmuan. 


4th Pennsylvania SaaS 


i i ei ii secs sceee nee 


erotsh Becond Brigade. LY SaSEB he oe Saas rear 


Third 


yee aes - 


30th MAING A. noe atc: See 


13d now Sorkin, ce 


Brigade. 


Col. Lewis BENEDICT.b 
Col. FRANCIS FESSENDEN. 


teen eee ee Siar 


“Total Third Brigade. coc neh haste sen eee cs 


; < Artillery. 


New York Light, 25th Battery 
ist United States, Battery 


L. 


Vermont Light, 1st Battery .. Beye ease hE ASE 


Total artillery ..... 
Total First Division 


_» CAVALRY DIVISION. c 


Brig. Gen. ALBERT L, LEE. 


First Brigade. 


Col. Toomas J. Lucas. 


Total First Brigade 


10 3 Gel Beane 69} — 138 
13 3 45 1 46 111 
3 3 Lichen a val) 97 
vf 1 38 2 155 | 200 


| 
| 


1. See Ot eRe oe 32 5b 
ike eee tee 19 31 
Pie tok 3 19 
aye gs tate "7 42 
2] gil Sl aeele ee | 4147 


a Also in command of the detachment Thirteenth 


b Killed April 9, 


Army Corps and Lee’s cavalry, 


¢ Losses AG Wilson’s Plantation, April 7, also included, - ; o 


ARMY CORPS, &c.—Continued. 


Dir) 2a Massachimetia® 2 ce 
_ 31st Massachusetts (mounted infantry). 


_ 8th New Hampshire (mounted infantry) 


meee e wer ee enlecenee 


Total Fourth Brigade ..............: ego Oa 6 aie : 
Fifth Brigade. aad 
q Col. OttveR P. Goopine. ee 
Be ed New Yorke Votetan’ sis-c.4. 2b 28d oc ed OE BLAS 6 
my 6th New-York 0... 3. inst 22 ee eee pee ie 1 1 1 Of Searer 2 14 
. od. Rhode island. (detachment) — 5.5 i. c2s, we ea cawelecsie sc [oes ee|we ness i gt eee aot | See oe Re 23h : 
otal Fifth Brigadé<.......2c.-.<....--<-:+«-:-. pie ij Ss) eames 2 a 
;: : Artillery. & 
Massachusetts Light, 2d'Battery (B)............. -..-.[se0e0- Picea Wis pean 1 20 
Sth United States, Battery G22... regiptened $A AS een oa 
WisAbAriller ya ee cee kn ie ee Pele ele poe ie 
potocalCavalry Division ¢...<...~. <2 ,:kaeeea or 3/37} 21] 290| 4! 150 505 
| Grand total Franklin’s command ..............- 16} 151 7 911 66 | 1,624 2, 844 
g - a Wounded April 8. 53 
E. 
= fe, 
: ‘ 
3 HEADQUARTERS U. 8. Forces WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
; Grand Heore, April 18, 1864. 
~Masor: In mentioning the officers of my staff who were wounded 
in the battle of the 8th instant, I inadvertently neglected Captain 
_ Pigman, signal officer on my staff. This officer distinguished him- 


self by his gallantry in the first part of the fight, and was severely 
wounded at the point where General Emory’s division repulsed the 


enemy in his final attack. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_ Maj. G. B. DRAKE, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Rw 


Age & ies : Abe Wee re % rt Ee £ re a a 
Hpgrs. 19rH A. ©. anp U. 8. Forces WESTERN 


— Alexan 


is command from Grand Kcore to this place: 
The march was commenced at 5 p. m. on Thursday, April 21, and , 


in the order prescribed by General Orders, No. 39, headquarters 
‘Nineteenth Army Corps, &c., Grand Ecore, April 21,1864. Colonel — 


Gooding’s brigade of cavalry preceded the column ; that commanded 
by Colonel Davis flanked it on the right bank of Cane River, and 


that of Colonel Lucas acted as rear guard. The road taken crossed 
Cane River 2 miles below Grand Ecore, and followed the left bank of 


that stream to Monett’s Ferry. The crossing of the trains was com- 


pleted at 1.30 o’clock on the morning of Friday, the 22d, and the rear 
of the column which marched from Grand Ecore was crossed in 


little more than an hour from that time. The command of Brig. 


~ Gen. A. J. Smith, with Lucas’ cavalry, marching from Natchitoches, 
crossed Cane River at that place, and fell in rear of the column at | 
about 5 a.m. From this time the march was pursued in good order 


and without interruption or incident, except slight skirmishing with 
the rear guard, until 3 p. m. of the same day, when word was re- 


ceived from Brigadier-General Smith that his troops were in line of — E 


battle and that the enemy was pressing him heavily. Upon this the 
remaining troops in rear of the trains (the commands of Brigadier- 
Generals Emory and Cameron) were formed in line, but the attack 
on the rear not proving formidable, the march in column was re- 
sumed at about4p.m. At 9p. m. the column was halted for the 
night, the rear resting near Cloutierville, and Colonel Gooding’s cay- 
alry and the infantry under Brigadier-General Birge having reached 
Monett’s Ferry, where the enemy was found to be posted, with artil- 
lery, on the south bank of the river in a strong position to dispute 
the crossing. Brigadier-General Birge had received orders to press 
rapidly forward to the ferry, and if possible to seize the crossing 
that might. This he was unable to do on account of the strong posi- 
tion of the enemy and the fatigue of his own troops, who had marched 


35 miles in twenty-four hours. 


At daylight on the morning of Saturday, the 23d, the commands 
of Brigadier-Generals Emory and Cameron continued their march 
to the ferry, when, pursuant to orders from these headquarters, 
Brigadier-General Emory assumed command of the troops and move- 
ments at the crossing. A battery of the enemy’sartillery was found 
to be posted on a high wooded crest on the opposite bank, and in a 
sharp bend of the stream, 14 miles above the ferry. Todislodge him 
from this position Brigadier-General Birge was sent with his com- 
mand, consisting of his own brigade and the Third Brigade, First 
Division, Nineteenth Corps, supported by Brigadier-General Came- 
ron and his command, to cross Cane River 2 miles above the enemy’s 
position and to turn his flank. This task was ably performed. Gén- 
eral Birge carried the crest by a charge, after a sharp fight, and 
continued his progress toward the bluff at the crossing, where before 


this time the enemy had disclosed seven or eight pieces of artillery 


in position fully commanding the ferry and the whole open plain 

the north side. From this position ass the enemy is aan by 
the troops under General Birge, aided by the effective fire from 
five pieces of artillery under command of Captain Closson, chief 
of artillery Nineteenth Corps, planted in the edge of the woods 


ieee . dria, La. , April 29, 1864, 
Magsor: I have the eens to submit the follow brief report of the _ : 
_ march of the troops of t : 


SSI. 3 
pur: by one regiment of cavalry and the com 
adier-General Cameron. The pontoon bridge was laid 
otter dark, and the crossing of troops and trains was con: 
ued during the night, two brigades of the Nineteenth Corps being 
_ pushed forward some 6 miles to cover the train stretched jout on th 
_ toad. The crossing was completed at 2 p.m. on Sunday; the 24th. 
_ Throughout the forenoon the rear guard of General Smith’s com- — 
mand was closely pressed by the enemy’s cavalry, and was several | 
_ times severely engaged. The enemy was, however, inevery instance _ 
_ repulsed with a considerable loss of men and some artillery dis-— 
mounted. The crossing being completed, the pontoon bridge was, 
taken up, and the march was continued without further interrup- 
_ tion or annoyance. The route taken from Cane River was by the 
 erossing of Bayou Cotile at its mouth, on Red River, and,thenceto  — 
_ Henderson’s Hill by the Cotile road. The troops were halted and = 
_ eneamped forthe night between Henderson’s Hill and Bayou Rapides. 
The march was resumed the next morning (Monday, the 25th) at 
6 o'clock, The head of the column reached Alexandria (a distance — 
of 20 miles) at 2 p. m., and the whole column was encamped in and 
about the town before night. . é ay. 
The troops performed the whole of this harassing and tedious 
march from Grand Ecore in good order and without demoralization, = 
the only exception being such acts of marauding and incendiarism 
by stragglers in advance of the column as are incident to the retreat. 
of a large army. Every effort has been and is being made to dis- 
cover the perpetrators of these outrages, to whom-the severest pun- 
ishment will be awarded upon detection. 
Very respectfully, yours, 


| W. B. FRANKLIN, 
& Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Grorce B. DRrakg, oe 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


ADDENDA. 


Special field return of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded 
by Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U.S. Army, and detachment of the Thirteenth 
Army Corps, commanded by Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U, S. Army, after lig 
the action of April 8, 1864, at Sabine Cross-Roads, La. 


Killed. | Wounded.’| Missing. Eee: oe 
Troops. a 2 gf Zi 
8 3 3 fi 3 d s Ss 4) a 
q 
o ES] ® € ov € ® 6 
Stems are ls oS a 
Nineteenth Army Corps: 
First ives. Gatintey) wa 2 22 10 | 188 1 174 347 | 243 | .4,910 5, 153 
158d New York Volunteers |..... [:-.-2-[eceee [eee en fee eee ele cee weele ee eens 31 605 636 
(guarding train). , 
First Division (artillery) ...]..----|.. 2.2] csceejeeceeefee eee e leer er eee fee eens 2 i) 348 357 
Thirteenth Army Corps (de- 
tachment) : 
canes Qn SCALE aN gt 21-10 ed er eer 5 $8 DOG RE Gamera oMerircs, (ln) oAr eee ese eyes heeete 
Third Division : z | 
Anifamtey ios sae cteie-\epe1s > 1 23 6 78 9 198 315 7 | 1,475 1, 552 
GATES te Bases ose « «110 hisieiaie oie lites Peters Alin sreieiase'lis craven) ete apt ngeciare = 2 173 175 


v 


Killed. | Wounded. | 


Thirteenth Army Corps (de- 
~_ tachment)—Continued. 
Fourth Division : 
-Commandin; officer. ||...=.'=}-. Reel ee athe al 
and escort. 


: Nebilieieyite a yous honda) sain es 
Staff of the major-general com-|......].....- yO sseree[rcterefecenetes[ en Blane. cafeceeescelecespees 
sae manding. | a « 
yas Aggregate ............05. 6. 68) 27} > 
coe ; : . ; ‘2 
. 19%” Army Corps AND U.S. Forces WESTERN LOUISIANA ‘ the 
is 3 Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864, . 
W. B. FRANKLIN, | 
Major-General, Commanding. i 
WickHAamM HorrMan, % 
2 Assistant Adjutant-General. ; ‘ = < 
: 7 
No. 8. | 


Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas H. G. Ransom, U. S. Army, com- 
manding detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations ; 
April 6-8. r : 


New York City, June 11, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the move- 
ments of the troops under my command, consisting of the Third 
Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. R. A. Cameron com- 
manding, and the Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, Col. 
W. J. Landram commanding, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of April, 1864: 

On the 6th of April my detachment, having the advance of the 
infantry column, moved from Natchitoches at 6 a, m., in rear of 
the Cavalry Division, and being constantly delayed by the baggage 
train of the latter, went into camp late on Bayou Mayon, having 
marched 16 miles on the Pleasant Hill road. Moved at 5.30 a. m. on 
the 7th, the head of the column arriving at Pleasant Hill, 19 miles, 

. at 2p. m., overtaking the cavalry train on the road and Dudley’s 
brigade of cavalry at Pleasant Hill. When these had moved from 
our camping-ground I went into camp about 4 p. m., though my 
train and rear guard did not arrive until late at night. At 10 p. m. 
of the 7th, I received an order, of which the following is a copy: 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. ForcES WESTERN LOUISIANA, 


® April '7, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. T. E. G. Ransom, 
Commanding Detachment Thirteenth Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that a brigade of infantry be sent to 
General Lee, to be with him by daylight to-morrow morning. You may use your 
discretion as to sending a brigade or division. The spirit of the order will doubtless 
be carried out by sending a division. Send, therefore, a brigade or division to report 
to General Lee at or before 5 a, m. on to-morrow (Friday), 8th instant. 

Respectfully, 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
bias. | Pleasant Hill, La., April '7, 1864—10.20 p.m. ~ 
Ww. J. LANDRAM, ae Wes Loe , PE Ror, 
Commanding Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps : a ee 
ore COLONEL: In obedience to the inclosed order, you will move at 3 a.m. to-morrow —__ 
with the First Brigade of your division, and report to General Lee, 8 miles in front, 
at daylight or as soon thereafter as practicable. 3 Fi te ae eee 
By order of Brig. Gen. T. E. G. Ransom: 


, eo hate 
Se Tee atts 
es i 


¥. 


pe, C. BE. DICKEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


: ; foes. 
Colonel Landram moved with the First Brigade of his divisionand 
_ reported to General Lee at daylight on the 8th. Under orders from 

_ Major-General Franklin, I moved the remainder of the corps for- 
- ward at 5.30 a. m., and arrived with the advance at Saint Patrick’s 
_ Bayou, 10 miles, at 10.30 a. m., our march having, as before, been Bie 
_ retarded by the cavalry train. General Franklin had previously 
designated this creek as my camping-ground, and I accordingly or-- 
dered the Third Division and the Second Brigade of the Fourth 
- Division into camp at 10.45 a.m. Before the order had been com- , 
plied with a request was received from General Lee for moreinfantry = 
to relieve that already with him, and General Franklin directed me 
_to send forward the Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Col. J. W. — 
Vance commanding, to relieve the First Brigade, who were reported — 
as worn out with hard skirmishing and marching. The Second Bri- 
gade moved forward at 11a. m., and, at my request, General Franklin 
authorized me to go to the front and see that the First Brigade was 
relieved by the Second. I immediately went forward, and on the 
road received a dispatch, of which the following is a copy : 
12 NOON. 
General RANSOM : j 


My men have skirmished and marched through the bushes at thickets for 8 or 9 
miles, making in all a march of 15 or 16 miles. They have no water, and are liter- 
ally worn out. Can you have them relieved soon? General Lee insists on pushing | 


4 ahead. 
# ‘ W. J. LANDRAM, 
. Colonel, Commanding Fourth Division. 


The infantry finding much difficulty in passing the cavalry train, 
which obstructed the road, I went on in advance of them, and arrived 
at the front, 54 miles from Saint Patrick’s Bayou, about 1.30 p.m. I 
found that our forces had just driven the enemy across an open field, 
and were shelling him from a fine position on a ridge, which Colonel 
Landram occupied with his infantry and Nims’ battery about 2 p. 
m. It was determined to halt here in order to allow the Second Bri- 
gade to come up and relieve the First. In company with Brigadier- 
General Stone and Lieutenant Higbie, signal officer, [ went to the 
front of the line of skirmishers and carefully reconnoitered the posi- 
tion of the enemy. We were able to.perceive two batteries and a 
large force of infantry in line of battle in the edge of the woods, 
from one-half to three-fourths of a mile to our front, and also con- 
siderable bodies of infantry moving down the road leading to our 
right and rear. ; 

Hearing of the arrival of Major-General Banks and staff upon the 
field, about 3 p. m. I reported to him and advised him of the posi- 


‘ 


Tah 
on and apparen the emy, 


structions as to the disposition of my t. 


on the field” 


> d troops en ¢ ld and r 
of those momentarily expected. Upon the arrival of the Second — 
- Brigade the positions of two of 


i 
v2 


and in a position where I should not 


: ‘a narrow belt of timber dividing two large plantations, and having 


eats open though broken ground in front and in the rear cultivated fields, 


which descended to a small creek, and thence arose to the edge of _ 
_ the timber one-half mile to the rear of our line. Nims’ battery was 
- posted on a hill near the road about 200 yards to the left of the belt 


of timber, and was supported by the Twenty-third Wisconsin In- 


g fantry, which was on the left and behind the crest of the hill with 
open fields in front. The Sixty-seventh Indiana supported the bat-. 


tery on the right, joined by the Seventy-seventh Illinois, One hun- 
dred and thirtieth Ilinois, Forty-eighth Ohio, Nineteenth Kentucky, 
‘Ninety-sixth Ohio, a section of mounted artillery, and the Highty- 
third Ohio, making in all 2,413 infantry. The cavalry and mounted 


infantry, under General Lee, were posted on the flanks and rear, 


having Colonel Dudley’s brigade on the left and Colonel Lucas’ on 
the right, and also skirmishers deployed in front of the infantry. 


The skirmishing continued throughout the afternoon, becoming 
sharp on the right about 2.30 p.m. At this time Colonel Lucas 


reported that his skirmishers on the extreme right were driven in, 
and that a few of his men on that flank were captured. About 4 p. 
m. the enemy commenced advancing his lines across the open fields 
in our front and east of the road. I directed Colonel Landram to 


~ advance our right, consisting of the Eighty-third, Ninety-sixth, and 


Forty-eighth Ohio, One hundred and thirtieth Hlinois, and Nine- 
teenth Kentucky, and he immediately opened fire on the enemy, now 


in good range and advancing in two lines. We drove back his first | 
- line in confusion upon his second, but recovering he again advanced 


till, unable to endure our heavy fire, he halted about 200 yards from 
our front, where many of his men laid down and returned our fire. 
I felt confident that this portion of our line could not be broken, but 


_ while moving toward the left flank I was informed that the enemy 


were pressing our left and that the mounted infantry there were 
falling back. . 
At this time Captain White, chief of artillery, reported that the 
Chicago Mercantile Battery, Lieutenant Cone commanding, and the 
First Indiana Battery, Captain Klauss commanding, had arrived, 
and I directed him to place them in an advantageous position on a 
ridge to the east of the road and near a house occupied as General 
Banks’ headquarters, when they opened on the enemy, who had shown 
himself in strong force on the left. I sent Lieut. G. I. Davis. aide- 
de-camp, to order Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, commanding Highty- 
third Ohio, to move his regiment to the support of the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin. He moved promptly, but the Twenty-third Wisconsin 
and the mounted infantry were already driven back, and I directed 
him to support the batteries. Our left flank was now completely 
turned, and the enemy, having taken Nims’ battery, were in strong 
force on the hill and pouring a destructive fire info the batteries of 
the Fourth Division. I ordered the latter to the rear to a point on 
the right of the road and sent Captain Dickey, my assistant adjutant- 


its by amoynti re Ki pee ae ; E 
- Ninety-sixth Ohio Infantry, were assigned by Major Lieber, of Gen- 
: Seal Ba ested, on the ore flank from that determined on by 
General Banks and myself, L a not 
have placed them. The infantry on the right of the road occupied 
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rders, some of the regi 


superior force infront. In company with Colonel Landram, I wa 
as the troops arrived, reforming the line in the edge of the wood 
_ when I was severely wounded in the knee and carried to the rear. _ 
ound the woods and road filled with mounted men, flying in confu- 
ion from the field. ; abe i Sesrieie 
dl I desire here to bear witness to the gallantry of Brigadier-General — 
‘a Stone, who was on the left of the line with General Lee. Heused | 
_ the small force of infantry to the best advantage in bravely but 
_ unsuccessfully endeavoring to repulse the overwhelming force of the | 
_ enemy. Colonel Landram, commanding Fourth Division, was con- __ 
_ spicuous and everywhere present encouraging all by hisown gallant _ 
— conduct and judicious dispositions of hismen. Hiseffortswereably 
seconded by Colonel Vance, Ninety-sixth Ohio Infantry, commanding | 
Second Brigade, who was killed, and by Colonel Emerson, of the = 
Sixty-seventh Indiana Infantry, commanding First Brigade, who was 
-. wounded and taken prisoner. I was an eye-witness of the bravery 
; and soldierly bearing of Lieutenant-Colonel Cowan and Major Mann, 
_ of the Nineteenth Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, Highty- 
third Ohio, Major Bering, Forty-eighth Ohio, Major Reid, One hun- 
dred and thirtieth Illinois, and know the gallantry with which their - 
men repulsed the enemy in his first attack. The Twenty-third 


Wisconsin, Major Greene commanding, Sixty-seventh Indiana, Major 
7 Sears commanding, and the Seventy-seventh Ilhnois, Major Burdett 
-- commanding, are reported to me by Generals Stone and Lee to have 


acted nobly, meeting steadily the assaults of a very superior force of | 
the enemy. I desire here to thank the officers of my staff, Dr. J. 8. 
McGrew, surgeon-in-chief, Captain Buel, aide-de-camp, Capt. P.\H. 
White, chief of artillery, Lieutenant Tredway, aide-de-camp, Lieu- 
tenant Davis, aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Richardson, acting inspector- 
general, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, assistant quartermaster, all 
of whom performed their whole duty and rendered me valuable 
assistance. Lieutenants Higbie and Harris, signal officers, Captain 
Vilas and Lieutenants Ayres and Landram, of Colonel Landram’s 
staff, were also distinguished for praiseworthy conduct. 
The Chicago Mercantile Battery, Lieutenant Cone commanding, 
and the First Indiana Battery, Captain Klauss commanding, went 
romptly into action and behaved with gallantry. When the second 
ine was broken, notwithstanding their great loss in men and horses, 
‘they would have brought off their guns in safety had it not been 
that our line of retreat was blocked up by the train of the cavalry. 
Captain White, chief of artillery, was in this battie, asin all others, 
distinguished for coolness and excellent judgment. He was cap- . 
tured with Lieutenant Cone while endeavoring to save the battery. 
I regret to find it my duty to record the disgraceful conduct of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lindsey, of the Forty-eighth Ohio Infantry, whom I 
saw at some distance in the rear of his regiment lying behind a 
fallen tree, while his veteran regiment was in the thickest of the 
fight under the lamented Major Bering. The conduct of the troops 


superior force in their front, and but - 1e movement of a large — 
Boy of the enemy upon our left flan Ge could not ‘be pre- 
vented by the force at our command, would have held the first lime, _ 
d with the assistance of General Cameron’s (Third) division could _ 
have checked the enemy till the arrival of the N ineteenth She — 
~ Soon after I was wounded General Cameron arrived with the 
- Third Division, and took command of the detachment of the Thir- 

- teenth Army Corps. For further details of the battle and for the 
particulars of the casualties you are respectfully referred to his re- 

- port and that of Colonel Landram. My thanks are due to both of 

_ these distinguished officers for the valuable assistance and hearty _ 
co-operation in my plans which they uniformly rendered me while _ 
under my command, and for the able manner in which they con- _ 
ducted the affairs of their respective divisionsin camp,onthe march, 
* and in battle. . . ates 
- IT have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient 
> servant, ‘ 
eB T. HK. G. RANSOM, = 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 


‘Maj. WickHam HorrMan, a 
Assistant Adjutant-General. a 


wy, ; 


Ns No. 9. : 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron, U.S. Army, commanding a 
Third Division and detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of 
operations April 6-23. . 


Camp OF DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 11, 1864. 

MaJor: I have the honor to report to you, in reply to your com- 
munication of the 10th, asking for a report of the orders governing 
my movements on the 9th instant: . 

At 11 a. m. [ was instructed by Major-General Franklin to take 
a road leading to Crump’s Hill by a detour of 2 miles, following and 
covering a large wagon train. I moved at 12'm., and at 2 p. m. was 
about 23 miles on the road, when I received a verbal order from some 
person, to me unknown, from your headquarters, directing me to 
watch and protect our left flank and carefully cover the train, and ~ 
for that purpose to halt until the train had advanced out of the way 
of danger. At 5 o’clock I was 44 miles from Pleasant Hill, but re- 
ceived no orders, although I could distinctly hear the firing of mus- 
ketry. I received no orders during the remainder of the day except 
a note from General Lee, at 2 a. m. of the 10th, a copy of which I 
inclose. * 

R. A. CAMERON, 
Brig. Gen. of Vols., Comdg. Detach. 13th Army Corps. 
Maj. GEORGE B. Drake, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf. 


* Not found as an inclosure. 


eneral Cameron. ee 
Qn ks: elaae eta ecto BT k. 

Ge esa ; GEO. B. DRAKE, =. 
ie oe Wh pay — Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, are 
oe me Grand Eeore, La., April 12, 1864. 
a _ Respectfully referred to Mr. Le Duc, volunteer aide-de-camp, de-— 
-siring statement of any information he may have on the subject of © 
- General Cameron’s movements. : =e ee 

By command of Major-General Banks: 


, 


GEO. BODRAKE, = 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Same to Major von Herrmann and Lieutenants Sargent and 2 


_ Simpson.) oe : 

vere _ ADDENDA. Ss 
(No. 1.) 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 7 Sa 

: Camp near Grand Ecore, April 11, 1864. aoe 

_ Maj. GrorGcE B. Drake, Asst. Adjt. Gen.: aot 


Masor: The report of Brigadier-General Cameron in regard to 
the instructions he received on the 9th instant having been referred | 
to me, I have the honor to submit the following: In obedience to 
orders received from Brigadier-General Stone on the afternoon of 

- that day (I think about 2 o'clock), I rode out on the road leading 
from Pleasant Hill to (I believe) Crump’s Hill, on which General _ 
Cameron was then marching, overtook him when, in person, about 
a half of a mile, possibly three-quarters of a mile, from the brick 
house on the edge of the clearing, near which the major-general 
commanding was then stationed, and communicated to him the fol- 
lowing instructions: I said in substance precisely as follows, and as ° 
nearly as I remember in these words: ‘‘General Cameron, General 
Stone directs that you march your command out on this road until 
the rear of your column shall have passed the brick house about 
half of a mile; that you there halt your command and place it so as 
best to protect the left flank of our army.” General Cameron then 
informed me that there was a branch road of the Fort Jesup road: 
leading into that road about 4 miles farther out, and asked me 
whether he had not best march his command to that point. I in- 
formed him that I had no instructions upon that point, and he said 
that he would halt, as directed, but wished me.to report the fact to 
General Stone. He then wished to know how long he was to remain 
there. I told him that neither had I any instructions upon that 
point, but presumed that he would be relieved by further orders, 
and that I would report upon this also to General Stone. I met 
General Stone on my way back and reported. I believe my report 
then will agree exactly with this statement. Iam utterly at a loss 
to conceive how General Cameron could have understood me to say 


a 


“ * 


oye 


Suing BHootNe tecting the train. Is 
the rain. nor it hing Bit could have been construed as relatin, 


) 


to it. The above were the only subjects referred to in the conversa- e 


tion, and comprised the instructions I received. 


BOC ch 
Maj. GtorGcE B. DRAKE, 


line of skirmishers in his front, and send news to Major-General — 
~ Banks frequently as to his position and proceedings. I went about . 


\ 


Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MS . G. NORMAN LIEBER, 


a , . | | Major, Judge-Advocate. 


(No, 2.) 


| Heapqvuarters DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, — 
Grand Ecore, April 11, 1864. 


‘ ae 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf: 
~ Masor: I have the honor to report to you, in reply to your com- 


munication of this date, asking information on General Cameron’s 
movements, the following particulars: I was sent to find General 


Cameron at about 12 noon on the 9th instant, to tell him to send a 


14 miles on a road to the left, where I met pickets and vedettes, who 
did not know where General Cameron was. I met a commissioned 
_ officer, to me unknown, who told me, on inquiring, that he had seen 
General Cameron moving on the right and in the rear of where we 
were. Ireported the same to General Banks, who told me to go and 
tell it to General Stone, who was in the center of the field. After 
telling him he told me to gowith him. We went about 1 mile, when 
we met with Major Lieber, who reported to General Stone about 
General Cameron. Then we returned to the field. I was sent again 
at. 5.30 in the afternoon (as we began to drive the enemy away from 
us) to go to General Cameron and give him orders to advance his 
forces on the left so as to flank the enemy. I went to the left, and 
at about a quarter of a mile from Major-General Banks, at the edge 
of the wood, I met Colonel Wilson and asked him if he had seen 


General Cameron or any of his forces. He replied that he had seen- 


no force whatever there, and he remarked that I had been ordered 
to find him some time before. I told the colonel it was five or six 
hours since I had reported from that first expedition, and also that 
we were driving the enemy. I then went farther in the direction 
where General Stone and myself had met Major Lieber, and found 
three pieces of the Vermont battery in the rear of the left. I asked 
them who was on their left, and the lieutenant told me there was no 
force whatever there. I went farther, and as I could find nothing of 


General Cameron I came and reported to General Banks that I could. 


not find General Cameron. By this time everything was quiet on 


say ee and we were repulsing the enemy on the front and the right 
ively. 


: ALPHONSE LE DUC, 
» Volunteer Aide-de-Camp to Major-General Banks. 
(No. 3.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 


Grand Ecore, April 12, 1864. 
Maj. GEoRGE B. Drakes, d 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf: 
Masor: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to state 
that, on the 9th of April, about 5 p. m., just when the successful bayo- 


said nothing whatever about _ 


= 


i, 


q 


_ Maj. GrorcE B. DRakE, 


1 to - 
| major-general’s order to the e 
ould m his brigade to the front to support our left 
iat ese Nc he 2 cg pees Gaim ere me Ct Le ec te te a 
ent off and rode southward of those two brick houses near 


a 


> EE 


3 part of the day, toward the road which runs in a direction parallel 


which the general commanding had been staying during the greater i ti 


with the main road, and which I knew General Cameron had been 

ordered to protect. I could not see any infantry nor the general — 
himself. The cavalry officers I inquired of told me the generalhad 
_ “already gone.” I was about to inquire further as First Lieutenant _ 


Sargent appeared with orders to repeat the message. His horse Pass 


_ being faster than mine he undertook to find the general, and I re- 


_ turned to the battle-field to report tothe generalcommanding. Lieu- 
_ tenant Sargent returned very soon after me, if not atthe same time, 
_ but I do not know whether he had succeeded in finding the general _ 
Or not. 3 pace 


lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, pe 
. C. J. VON HERRMANN, 


(No. 4.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Grand Hcore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Magor: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to sub- | 


mit the following statement: Late in the afternoon of the 9th in- 


~ stant (the exact hour I cannot tell) I received verbal instructions 


from the major-general commanding to go and hurry up the detach- 
ments of the Thirteenth Corps, under command of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Cameron. I understood that General Cameron was on the 
Crump’s Hill road, just beyond the red brick house. At this time 
Major von Herrmann and Lieutenant Simpson had both been sent to 
order up General Cameron. ‘I met Major von Herrmann near the red 
brick house, who informed me that he could find nothing of General 
Cameron on the Crump’s Hill road, but that it had been reported to 
him that he had already marched his command to the extreme left 
flank of our line, and was at that time engaged with the enemy. I 
at once reported this to the commanding general, who directed me 


~ to ride to the front and find out where General Cameron’s command 


was. Ididso, accompanying Brigadier-General Stone, who was riding 
to the front at the same time. Several officers and soldiers reported 
to us that they belonged to the Thirteenth Army Corps, and by 
direction of General Stone I reported that General Cameron’s com- 
mand was engaged with the enemy on our left. I ha¥e nothing 
further to report = seme elles ee $ 

respectfully, I am, major, your obedient servant, 

ey ‘ aes C. 8. SARGENT, 
First Lieut., Aide-de-camp, and Acig. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Major, Aide-de-Camp.  — 


x 


in 


ai 
Maj. Grorce B. DRAKE, ee 
Raha A Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf: mE 
- MaJor: I have the honor to report, in reply to your communica-_ 
tion of this date, desiring a statement of any information I might 


ji sendeg amo SRG Me SRL eae BG Least ein 38 : 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 


have concerning the movements of General Cameron, that at about 


. 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the 9th instant, during the engagement 
' at Pleasant Hill, I was ordered by General Stone to proceed on the ~ 


Natchitoches road about 2 miles, where I would find General Cameron 


with about 2,000 men, and direct him to detach about one-half of 
his force, and placing them under the command of a competent — 


officer to send them to support the battery on our left flank, near the 
brick house, to which point I was to conduct them. I immediately 
started out on the road pointed out, and after riding about a mile I 
came across a road branching off to the left, and near which a com- 
pany of cavalry was stationed on picket. Not being able to learn 
which of these roads was the right one, I obtained three orderlies 
from the commanding officer of this company, and sent one of them 


' down this left-hand road with directions to go about 2 miles, and if 
* he could find General Cameron to say to him that an officer from 


General Banks’ headquarters was looking for him with such orders, 
giving him the orders I had received from General Stone. I then 
continued on, as I could get no information from the officer of this 
picket concerning the whereabouts of General Cameron, and seeing 
tracks of infantry on the road, I passed our vedettes and rode on 


some 3 or 4 miles, but seeing no signs of any force, I concluded to 
return and see what success my orderly had met with on the other | 


road, at the same time sending my two remaining orderlies to go 
about 2 miles farther on this road, so as to make sure of finding him 
if there. On my return to the picket-post above referred to I was 
informed by the commanding officer that my orderly had returned 
from the other road, reporting that he had gone on until he met the 
commanding officer of the picket stationed there, who informed him 
that there were none of our forces outside of his, and that he had 
seen nothing of General Cameron or his command in that direction. 
Having now been absent some time, and fearing a continuance of 
the same would not be justified, I gave up my search and returned 
to the field, it being nearly dark. I was unable to find General Stone 
and reported to General Banks, who told me it was all right, and 
that General Cameron had been in the engagement. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. SIMPSON, 
Lieut. and Actg. Aide-de-camp to Major-General Banks. 


€amp oF DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 16, 1864. 
Magor : In pursuance of orders, I herewith report the part taken by 
the Third Division in the campaign from Natchitoches, La., to Sabine 
Cross-Roads, and of the detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps 
consisting of the Third and Fourth Divisions, after the battle of Mans- 
field and the wounding of Brigadier-General Ransom up to their 
arrival at this place. The Third Division left Natchitoches on the 


Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. — 


a Rn ae 


-- 


De 4 (9 li k 

stant marched to Pleasant Hill, a dis 
‘th, moved to Saint Patrick’s Bayou, a dis les 
and went into camp a little after 12 o’clock. I had placed out m 
pickets, about 3 p. m., when I received orders through Major 


~ General Franklin to move some 54 miles and support the Fourth 


ivision, who were then reported to be engaged with the enemy. I 


_ moved, leaving my wagon train, which had not yet arrived, and five 
- companies of the Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry with, five 
companies of the Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, mak- 


ing a whole regiment which had been detailed in the morning to guard 


_ the trains of the Third and Fourth Divisions. The pickets fell in on — 
_ the march, and I arrived with my command at the scene of the con- 

flict about 4.15 p. m., with the following men: First Brigade, Lieu- — 
_ tenant-Colonel Flory commanding—Forty-sixth Indiana Veteran — 


Volunteer Infantry, 13 officers and 252 men; Twenty-ninth Wisconsin 


_ Volunteer Infantry (five companies), 5 officers and 183 men; total, 
18 officers and 435 men. Second Brigade, Colonel Raynor command- 


ing—Fifty-sixth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry, 9 officers and 224 


men; Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry (five companies), 6 


officers and 182 men; Twenty-eighth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 13. 


_ officers and 406 men ; total, 28 officers and 812 men. Total in division, 


46 officers and 1,247 men. 


When I arrived near the ground I found the road so full of teams” 
and stragglers on foot and on horseback as to make it impossible to _ 


move any farther, and [commenced forming a line of battle, throwing 
the First Brigade on the right of the road and the Second on the left. 
I had only commenced the movement when I received orders from 
Major-General Banks, commanding department, to do as I had com- 


menced and advance on “‘double-quick” and occupy the edge of — 


the woods in front. I pushed the command forward as rapidly 
as possible until I reached the edge of the woods, when I ordered the 
command to halt and open fire on the masses of the enemy moving 
down in.front. The entire force of the enemy was checked and held 


for nearly an hour, when they commenced moving in masses on our ~ 


left flank. Isent the Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, which 
I held in reserve, to check the movements of the enemy on our left 
flank. The enemy now moved in masses on our right flank. The 

- Forty-sixth Indiana Veteran Volunteers, being on our extreme right, 
were, by order of Lieutenant-Colonel Flory, ordered to change front 
to meet the charge, but in a few minutes they were crushed by over- 
whelming numbers and obliged to give way. The left flank was at 
about the same time turned and gave way. A heavy body of the 
enemy, moving down the road on our center in two lines and sup- 
ported by a line of cavalry, completed our discomfiture, and we were 
soon in confusion. 

' [received from time to time verbal orders from Major-General 
Banks, commanding department, from Major-General Franklin, 
commanding U. 8. forces in Western Louisiana, who were with me 
in the front, and from Brigadier-General Stone, chief of Major-Gen- 
eral Banks’ staff. I endeavored to rally the men in vain, for having 
entirely expended their ammunition not enough could be collected 
together in any one place in the dense forest to offer any hope in a 
bayonet charge against the largely superior force of the enemy. 
The jam of the cavalry train, which caused the loss of the artillery 
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nearly all of my ambulances 


‘th . Fourth 


of the train, where I arrived at 8 o’clock next morning. 


Among those reported killed is Lieutenant-Colonel Flory, command- 
ing First Brigade.* Among the wounded are Colonel Connell, 


Da an re 


- 'Twenty-eighth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, left arm amputated; and — 


Captain Dimmitt, acting assistant inspector-general, of my staff, 


Ree ~ One of my orderlies bearing the division flag was wounded in the 
_ shoulder by the discharge of a spherical case, and another had a horse 
shot under him. So far as I know, every officer did his whole duty, 
and I am every way satisfied with the conduct of the men. They 
did all that could be expected of them, crushed and overwhelmed as 
. they were by vastly superior numbers. My staff—Captain Mohr, 
acting assistant adjutant-general ; Captain Dimmitt, acting assist- 
ant inspector-general; Lieut. H. H. Hyatt, aide-de-camp, and Lieu- 
- + tenant Dougherty, First Infantry, assistant commissary of musters— 
bravely and fearlessly supported me, carrying orders, under a terrific 
_ fire, to every point indicated. : 
~ On the morning of the 9th, at 11 o’clock, I received verbal instruc- 
tions from Major-General Franklin, commanding, to move the detach- 


wel hae . 


ment of the Thirteenth Army Corps on a circuitous route and to ~ 


protect a large train which should proceed in advance of me to 
~Crump’s Hill and toward Grand Ecore, I started about 12 m., and’ 
at 2p. m. I received orders from some person to me now unknown, 
purporting to come from General Stone or Major-General Banks, I 
have forgotten which, that I must watch and protect our left flank 
- and carefully guard the train, and for that purpose halt until it had 
advanced out of the way of danger. At 5 o’clock Iwas about 44 
miles from Pleasant Hill, and could distinctly hear the musketry 
» firing of the engagement of Saturday. ~I received no other orders, 
those sent me having miscarried. Had I received the orders sent I 
think I could have carried at least 2,000 armed men into the fight 
and added very much to the enemy’s rout that day, and greatly 
gratified the feelings of the men of my command, suffering as they 
were from the mortification of their previous discomfiture. I arrived 
at Crump’s Hill about 2.30 a.m. of the 10th, and rested for three 
hours, when I moved on to Mayon Bayou, 7 miles. On the 11th I 
left Mayon Bayou at 4a. m., and arrived at this place at 10 a. m, 
Tam, truly, your obedient servant, 
capes 5 A. HENS or 
rigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Maj. WickHAm HoFFMAN, : i . 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


Camp oF DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
Alexandria, La., April 26, 1864. 
_ Capratn: T have the honor to report that in pursuance of orders 
from Brigadier-General Emory, commanding U. 8. forces in the 


* Lieutenant-Colonel Flory was wounded, not killed, 


‘as they were with wounded, increased the confusion. We a 
d about one-half mile behind the Nineteenth Army Corps, and 


‘eneral Ransom being wounded, I took command of both divisions 4 
— and collected about 800 men. I had just supplied my men with am- _ 
~ munition when I was ordered to fall back to Pleasant Hill in charge 


The loss in my division was 314 killed, wounded, and missing. 


who had his left thigh broken. Both are in the hands of the enemy. . 


a re 


rsonally cognizant. = 


driving them 


Iam, truly, your obedient servant, 


es = R. A. CAMERON, 


ait ; Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. — 


Capt. Duncan S. Watker, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 


_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, U. S. Army, command- Ss 


ing detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, of operations 
May 1-22. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Maddox’s House, May 2, 1864—10 p. m. 


GENERAL: The troops of this corps, with the command of Gen- 


eral Mower, are encamped in two lines about 2 miles from our in-~ 


trenched camp, facing to the west, with one regiment on the north 
side of Bayou Rapides. We have skirmished all the afternoon with- 
out sustaining loss. The enemy gave away readily so long as we 
advanced. Our farthest advance was about 5 miles froin Alexandria, 
at 4 p.m. Your dispatch received at that hour caused us to retire to 
this position. Ido not think it would be prudent to advance to-- 
morrow with the troops of the Thirteenth Corps alone. Your dis- 
patch directs that General Mower shall retire to his former position. 
I shall therefore await your orders for to-morrow’s movement. 
Although the enemy did not resist stubbornly to-day, he showed an 
extensive line of pickets, mostly cavalry. Some of my officers who 
were with the skirmishers saw infantry also. Just before sundown, 
as we were withdrawing, they opened three field guns, but retired 
them after half a dozen shots from our battery. I have not felt 
justified under my instructions in pushing forward so rapidly as I 
might otherwise havedone. From the extent of the enemy’s pickets 
I am satisfied he has a force of respectable dimensions not far out. 
An engagement would attend our determined advance. If allowed 
to give substantial battle I should be willing to go forward to-mor- 
row with the same force I have had to-day. At the same time a 


_ I also desire to add my testimony to the gallant conduct of Col- — 
_ onel Fessenden and his command, the Third Brigade, First Division, © 
_ of the Nineteenth Army Corps. This brigade fought splendidly, | 
_ charging the enemy up the side of a steep hill kent I 

_ from a most formidable position with, it is true, a very severe loss. — 


, 
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- yegiment or two of cavalry to examine the country on our left would — 
Ie er the greatest eee indeed, some cavalry on that flank is in- 
dispensable to a eats Fg se or # (7 a : ; oe 
j ully, your obedient servant, ae 
ee eae, ~ M. K. LAWLER, _ 
Pile Brigadier-General. 
~ Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiGHrT, | 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Gulf. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
May 7%, 1864—11 a. m. 


GENERAL: Iam now at Twelve-Mile Bridge. The enemy here- 
tofore in our front have divided, part crossing the bridge, the rest 
going south through the pine woods. I shall cross the bridge pres- 
ently and move up the island. A lady living near here, whose hus- 
band is in the U. S. service, reports that Taylor, Steele, and Price 
are at McNutt’s Hill. The rebels are driving all the stock before — 
them as they retire. We have passed some corn. I have ordered 
Captain Haskell to bring up 10,000 field rations to-morrow. The 
same wagons can be loaded with forage for the return. No cavalry 
_ has reported to us. I understand from Lieutenant Sargent, now 
here, that 300 were ordered to report yesterday. I need them very 
much. Captain Haskell has instructions to ask for a cavalry escort. 
for his subsistence train in the morning. J earnestly request a small 


force sent with him. : 
M. K. LAWLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiGHrt, ; 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH CoRPs, 
New Texas Landing, La., May 22, 1864. 

GENERAL: I respectfully submit the following report of this 
detachment of the Thirteenth Corps since May 1, on which day 
Major-General McClernand, in consequence of severe illness, trans- 
ferred the command tome: The detachment, composed of the Third 
Division, Brigadier-General Cameron commanding; the Fourth 
Division, Col. W. J. Landram; the Second Brigade, First Division, 
Col. James Keigwin, was posted as follows: The Third and Fourth 
Divisions occupied the intrenched line opposite the sugar-house, 
the right resting on Bayou Rapides, and Keigwin’s brigade the line 
of Woody Bayou, three-fourths of a mile advanced. On the 2d day 
of May, with Keigwin’s brigade and Cameron’s division, I moved 
out on the Shreveport road, under orders to advance 12 miles. The 
enemy confronted me, apparently in force, 2 miles beyond Winn’s, 
and as my instructions forbade a general engagement, after some 
slight skirmishing, I withdrew to Winn’s plantation, and bringing 
up the Fourth Division encamped there my whole command. May 
5, in accordance with orders from department headquarters, direct- 
ing that the force of the enemy which had been demonstrating in our 
front should be driven back to beyond Graham’s plantation, I moved 
with Keigwin’s brigade and Cameron’s division and drove the enemy 
beyond the puint designated, with a loss to them of 8 killed, 20 


a5< 


e 6th of | ay dixecting ‘a. second 
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-. Winn’s, until the 13th of May, when orders were received to break — 


8 


{ 


come up in the mean time, the remainder of the troops went into 
camp at the bayou, orders from the headquarters of the department 
_ directing that this line should be held with a view of covering our — 
_ forage train. Major McNeil, acting assistant inspector-general on _ 
the staff of the rebel General Bee, was killed on this day by Cam- 


ve r j a! 
1 was accordingly made in the afternoon of that day with the 
_.same troops. We reached Middle Bayou without material opposi-. 
_ tion from the enemy, and bivouacked there for the night. The next 
morning the advance was resumed, and we drove the enemy, fight- 
_ ing all the way, across Bayou Rapides, at Lamothe’s Bridge, and to 
_ McNutt’s Hill. At night I withdrew to Middle Bayou, and having — 
sent back to Beattie’s the brigade of the Fourth Division which tad 


eron’s pickets while reconnoitering our lines. The troops of the 


corps remained quietly in-camp at Middle Bayou, at Beattie’s, and 


camp and march for the Mississippi. The movement of the troops 


commenced at 3 p. m., the corps and division trains having been sent 
into Alexandria in the morning, and reported to the quartermaster 


in charge of the army train. We moved down to Winn’s plantation, | ; 
thence across to the Opelousas road, and then to the Red River, and > 


camped for the night on the right flank and rear of the train, having 
marched 14 miles. 
Early on the 14th of May the Fourth Division, under the com- 


mand of Col. F. W. Moore, Eighty-third Ohio (Colonel Landram 


being too unwell to make the journey by land), moved to the front 
and reported to Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, and was subject to his orders 
during the day. The original order of march from department 
headquarters was here changed so far as to permit Smith’s command 
to move in from the Opelousas road and take position in the front. 
This threw my corps in the rear. We marched at 10 a. m., Cam- 
eron’s division on the right flank and Keigwin’s brigade in the rear 
of the train. Our march during the day was slow and tedious, and 
continued until 2 o’clock at night, when orders were received to 
camp until the train moved on to the front. Keigwin’s brigade 
camped at the Wilson plantation, and Cameron’s-and Moore’s divis- 
ions about 2 miles.in the advance. The enemy did not annoy us dur- 
ing the day, but carried on ‘a brisk skirmish with the cavalry in our 
rear ; distance marched about 15 miles. 

May 15.—Ordered to march at 7 a. m., but in consequence of the 
delay in building bridges in front we did not get well under way 
until 5 o’clock in the afternoon. After rapid marching until 1.30 at 
night, my troops were halted in the rear of the trains near Marks- 
ville, and slept on their arms until 5 a. m. of the 16th, when the 
march was again resumed. The enemy were supposed to be in posi- 
tion in front, and my orders for the day were to move up and post 


my command in echelon at the forks of the road, just beyond Marks- __ 


ville, to protect the train and the right flank and rear of the army. 
Our advance, the Nineteenth Corps, under Brigadier-General Emory, 
found the enemy in line at Mansura Post-Office. They opened on his 
lines a very heavy artillery fire, without, however, checking his for- 
ward movement, and upon the near approach of his advance they 
withdrew from the field. At the commencement of the firing I ra 


: eg hs: a BSP 
‘ed orders to send one division to 
uc your dire 


moved accordingly, and b: 


ction. 


-Moore’s division to protect the rear, I moved with Keigwin’s brigade 
~ to the front and right of our line to the support of Brigadier-General 
- Smith’s command, but upon reaching the position designated the 


enemy: had already withdrawn, and I resumed my usual position on 
the flank and rear of the train. We marched at intervals all day 


and night, halting at Bayou De Glaize two hours, on the morning of 
the 17th, for breakfast. Here orders were again received changing 
--the order of march, placing my command in the center and Smith’s 
in the rear. Moving at sunrise, we passed General Smith’s troops 


in camp at Callahan’s plantation. Arrived at Yellow Bayou at 2 _ 


- p. m., crossed our troops with the train, and went into camp within 
- 2 miles of Simsport by sundown. The enemy made a slight dem- 

-onstration on our train during the day, and even charged in small 
: force Colonel Dickey’s brigade, of the Corps d'Afrique, but were 

promptly repulsed by these — I disposed my command — 
the right flank of the train, and, save an occasional shot, receive 
no further annoyance. The cavalry, I believe, were engaged in a 
sharp contest with the foe, and did not get off without loss, 

May 18.—The troops remained in camp on De Glaize Bayou, with 
the exception of Keigwin’s brigade, which was sent across Yellow 
- Bayou late in the afternoon to the support of Smith’s command, a 
- portion of which had been successfully engaging the enemy during 

the greater portion of the day. Keigwin, however, did not arrive in 
- time to participate in the fighting, and was withdrawn on the fol- 

lowing morning. Orders were received from department headquar- 

ters to hold my command in readiness to cross the Atchafalaya River 

on transports after the Nineteenth Corps, but on the morning of the 
_ 19th instant instructions were received delaying the crossing of the 

troops for that day, and directing me, in conjunction with the cay- 
alry forces of General Arnold, to cross Yellow Bayou at the dike, 
3 miles below Simsport, and attempt to gain the flank and rear of 
the enemy by marching to the Cut-Off road. Arriving at the dike, 
orders were received countermanding the movement unless the 
enemy should attack General Smith’s troops. They did not do so, 
and in the afternaon the corps was withdrawn, and camped for the 
night in the rear of Simsport. Brig. Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, 
being my senior, assumed command of the corps on this day, but 
retained it only until the day following. In the mean time the 
troups and trains of the army were safely crossed on the bridge of 
boats. Just before the receipt of marching orders the command of 
the corps was again transferred to me. Moving at 7 o’clock, we 
marched all night, and arrived at Red River Landing by 6 in the 
morning of the 21st, when the troops were halted for breakfast. 
Lhe march was continued without interruption from the enemy dur- 
ing the day. The trains were parked, and the troops camped on the 
banks of the Mississippi by 9 p.m. Resuming the march the next 
-morning, 22d instant, we arrived by 1 p. m., and went into camp at 
New Texas Landing, the end of our tedious and fatiguing march. 
On the march from Alexandria to this place not a man was lost in 
the detachment, either killed, wounded, or by straggling. 

M. K. LAWLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM Dwiaut, Chief of Staff. 


front. Cameron’s division — ; 
marched on the left of the 
~ yoad and opposite the head of the train during the day. Leaving 
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be DO a SEE Bi uy | 
—Headquarters_ teenth Army Corps removed fron 
leans to Matagorda Island, Tex. Maj. A. Schwartz assun 
nd of the Artillery Brigade, having been appointed chief. 
ry and ordnance of the corps. Ps ag ace tn ay Adler 


3aton Rouge. The Second Ohio Battery, Battery A, First M 
‘i Light Artillery, First Indiana Battery, and Chicago Mercant 
attery were with General Banks’ expedition on Red River. © 


men. The Second Ohio, First Wisconsin, Battery A, First Missouri 


dition on Red River. 5 


-  May.—The First Wisconsin, Second Ohio, Battery A, First Mis- 
- souri Light Artillery, and First Indiana Battery marched with the _ 
army under General Banks from Alexandria to Simsport and thence 
. to Morganza, and had several skirmishes with the enemy. Battery 


E, Second Illinois Light Artillery, has been on a reconnaissance 
under Colonel Sheldon, and had a slight skirmish with the enemy 


- near Baton Rouge. 
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No. 12. 


Report of Lieut. Henry Roe, Chicago (Illinois) Mercantile Battery, 
of operations March 15-April 8. . 


Camp CHICAGO MERCANTILE BATTERY, Uy 
Grand Ecore, La., April 17, 1864, 
Str: Below please find history of the operations of my command 
since leaving Franklin, La., as per your orders of April 17, 1864: 
~ March 15, moved from Franklin, La., joining the Fourth Division, 
Thirteenth Army Corps. March 16, moved from Franklin at 6a. m., 
marching 18 miles. March 17, moved camp at 7 a. m., going into 
camp at Camp Pratt, marching 18 miles. March 18, moved from 
Camp Pratt at 6 a. m., marching 18 miles, going into camp on Ver- 


[arch 24.—Battery E, Second Illinois Light Artillery, returned _ 


o ae iS i igo 

_ _ April 18.—Headquarters Thirteenth Army Corps removed from 
_ Matagorda Island, Tex., to Alexandria, La., arriving there April 25. 
April 23.—The First Wisconsin Battery removed from New Or- 
leans up Red River to Alexandria. The Chicago Mercantile Battery 
was engaged on the 8th at Sabine Cross-Roads. Lost all their 
materials, 4 commissioned officers and 17 enlisted men; now in New _ 
_ Orleans doing duty as infantry. The First Indiana Battery wasalso © 
engaged at Sabine Cross-Roads. Lost 4 guns, some horses, and 2 


ie 


5 ‘Light Artillery, and First Indiana Battery are still with the expe- 


million Bayou. March 19, moved from Vermillion Bayou at 7 a. m., — 


marching 18 miles, going into camp on Carrion Crow Bayou. March 
20, moved from Carrion Crow Bayou at 6 a. m., marching 15 miles, 
going into camp near Washington.’ March 21, remained in camp. 
March 22, moved from Washington at 6 a. m., marching 18 miles, 
going into camp at Bayou Boeuf. March 23, moved from Bayou 


*From monthly returns, 


camp at Lecompte Station. M 


a 


 Boeuf at 5.30 a. m., marching 20 miles, going intoc ur p on the same 3 
“bayou. March 24, moved at 7a, m., marching 18 miles, going into 
am] arch 25, moved from Lecompte Station 


at? a. m., marching 15 miles, going into camp, 5 miles from Alex- 


andria. March 26, moved camp at 7 a. m., going into camp 4 miles 
‘beyond Alexandria. March 27, remained in camp; battery paid off 
by Major Brigdon. March 28, moved from Alexandria at 6a.m.,  — 


marching about 20 miles, going into camp at Harrison’s plantation. 
March 29, moved at 9 a. m., marching about 6 miles, going into camp 
near Cane River. March 30, remained in camp until 10 p. m., when 
we crossed the river. March 31, moved at 6 a. m., marching about 


20 miles, going into camp near the ferry at Old Red River. April 1, 


moved at 8 a. m., marching about 15 miles, going into camp 4 miles 
from Natchitoches. April 2, moved at 6a. m., going into camp at 
Natchitoches. April 3,4,5,remainedincamp. April 6, moved from 
Natchitoches at 6 a. m., marching about 15 miles. April 7, moved 
at 6 a. m., marching 20 miles, going into camp at Pleasant Hill. 


April 8, moved from Pleasant Hill at 5 a. m., marching about 12 — 


miles, when we were ordered to proceed at the double-quick to the 
field, a distance of 3 miles. The field was soon reached, and we 
went into position in a plowed field on the left of the road. We 
remained there but a few moments, when we were ordered to take 
position on the right of the road at the edge of the woods. Here 
we did some very sharp firing and succeeded in keeping the enemy 
in check for a short time, but being unsupported, we were eventually 
obliged to fall back. We then took position some distance back at 
the edge of the woods, which we held for some time, and were then 
ordered to limber up and get into the road, as the retreat had by 
that time become general. We succeeded in getting the pieces all 
off the field, but the road being blockaded by the wagons we were 


compelled to leave them. Our loss was 1 officer killed, 1 wounded, — 


and 2 prisoners ; 1 enlisted man killed, 2 wounded, and 21 prisoners. 
The battery fired in all about 250 rounds. April 9, we started from 
Pleasant Hill, reaching Grand Ecore on the 11th, where we have 
been in camp since. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY ROK, 
Junior Second Lieutenant, Commanding Battery. 


Brig. Gen. RIcHARD ARNOLD 


Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 
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Report of Lieut. Charles M. Callahan, Battery A, First Missouri 
Light Artillery, of operations March 16-April 10. 


Camp BatTery A, First Rect. Missourt Licut ARt., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 18, 1864. 

_ Report of operations of the battery in connection with this army 
since it left Franklin, La.: The battery left Franklin, La., March 
16, 1864, under command of Lieut. E. Cole, marched and camped 
with the army of Western Louisiana, in a northwestern direction, 


passing the towns of New Iberia, La., March 17, 1864, Vermillion- 


€ 


t 


command, April 6, 1864, left camp near Natchitoches, La., marched = 
and camped and arrived at Pleasant Hill April 7, 1864, marchinga 
a 


_ distance of 35 miles. April 8, 1864, left Pleasant Hill and marched 


toward Sabine Cross-Roads ; did not take part in any engagement 


_ marched day and night, and arrived at Grand Ecore, La., April 10, 


_ 1864; remained in camp until April 14, 1864, when a section of bat- = 
_ tery took a position on the Natchitoches road, the rest of the battery = __ 
_ remaining in camp up to the present date. ey 


¥ 
4 
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_- 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; C. M. CALLAHAN, 
. First Lieut., Comdg. Battery A, First Missouri Light Art. 
Brig. Gen. R. ARNOLD, 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 


No. 14. 


Itinerary of the First Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, Apri 18- 
May 22.* 


The Second Brigade, under command of Brigadier-General Law- 
ler, shipped from Matagorda Island to New Orleans April 18; 
arrived in that city on the 21st, left for Alexandria on the 24th, and 
arrived there the 26th. The brigade remained in the vicinity of 
Alexandria, skirmishing more or less every day with the enemy 
until May 13, when it marched with the army for the Mississippi. 

May 22.—Arrived safely at Morganza, La., where it has since 
remained. The Thirty-fourth Iowa Volunteers was transferred to 
the Fourth Division, May 11, by order of General Lawler, com- 
manding detachment of Thirteenth Corps, in the field. 

April 25.—The Twenty-third Iowa and one wing of Twenty- 
second Iowa, belonging to First Brigade, shipped from Matagorda 
Island. Headquarters of the division and the remaining wing of 
the Twenty-second Iowa embarked for New Orleans April 29 ; arrived 
May 1. 

On May 4, left New Orleans with Twenty-third Iowa and left 
wing of T'wenty-second Iowa Volunteers for Alexandria; arrived 
at Fort De Russy and found the river blockaded by heavy batteries. 
Returned to the mouth of Red River, and remained until the army 
arrived at Simsport, when the troops joined it. The remainder of 
the First Brigade had not yet left Texas at last report. 


* From return for May. 


_ that day; marched back that same night, after the defeat of our ° 
army, to Pleasant Hill, La. April 9, 1864, left Pleasant Hill, La., — 
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Report of Maj. Bradford Hancock, Twenty-ninth Wisconsin - =a 


4 
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— fantry, commanding First Brigade, Third Division, Thirteenth 
“Army Corps, of operations April 6-8, and itinerary of the bri- — 
— gade, March 5-May 22. | om 


Hopagrs. 29TH REGT. WISCONSIN VOL. INFY... 
Grand Keore, La., April 12, 1864. 


_ Str: Ihave the honor to report the part taken by the First Bri- — 
gade, Third Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, in the campaign from 
- Natchitoches to Sabine Cross-Roads, La., as follows : The brigade, © 


composed of the Forty-sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Twenty- 
ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and First Missouri Battery [A, 
First Missouri Artillery], commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Flory, 
Forty-sixth Indiana Infantry, commenced the march from Natchi- 
toches in its proper place in column at 7.45 a. m., April 6, marching 


about 16 miles, and going into campabout 5 p.m. Commenced march 


on the 7th, marching about 20 miles, going into camp at Pleasant Hill 


about 1 p.m. Commenced march April 8at 5.45 a. m., five compa- ~ 


nies, Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, having been détailed to guard train, 


marching about 12 miles, going into camp about 1 p.m. In about 
‘one hour orders for the division to march immediately to the front 


were received and promptly obeyed, the artillery being left behind. 
oo about 5 miles, and arrived in good order on the field of 
attle. 


The First Brigade was immediately thrown into line on the. 
right of the road, and charged forward at quick and double-quick | 


time through thick underbrush, woods, and fallen timber, meeting 
the broken troops of the Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, 


and the pursuing enemy, driving them back about one-half mile, 


until reaching the edge of a large open field over which the enemy 
was advancing in heavy force. The brigade halted and commenced 
a heavy fire, driving the enemy entirely from the field, and forcing 
him to abandon some pieces of artillery. The enemy soon charged 
again into the field, attempting to gain possession of the artillery, 
but reserving the fire of the Twenty-ninth Wisconsin until the 
enemy was well advanced they opened a severe fire, driving him 
again in disorder from the field. Meanwhile the enemy fired upon 


us with artillery from the opposite side and moved several regi- . 


ments of infantry around the right of the field, and around the 
right and almost to the rear of our line, and again charged our direct 
front with a force far outnumbering ours, but were repulsed with 
severe loss. 

Information was sent to the commanding general that we were 
being flanked on our right by a heavy force. Mean time the second 
regiment had been driven back so that the enemy had passed some 
distance to the rear on our left. Lieutenant-Colonel Flory, in order 
to meet the flank movement on our right, changed the front of the 
Forty-sixth Indiana, moving it about 100 yards to the rear, so as to 
meet the enemy, who charged immediately in overwhelming num- 
bers, forcing that regiment back, Lieutenant-Colonel Flory falling 
wounded into the hands of the enemy ; but the Forty-sixth’ Indiana 
again formed line in a road nearly parallel with the first line of bat- 
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bt n, 
the enemy advancing 
t 50 yards in order to. 


clear its flan 


k “good der out 
enemy, changing front slightly toward the enemy on the r 


at the Twenty-ninth formed part of a fresh line, as it was imp< 

e to see but a short distance through the thicket. The enemy 
h had advanced across the open field now arrived close upon 
left flank, delivering a heavy fire, driving back the skirmish- 


4 " h 
back in tolerably order to get out of the terrible cross-fire they were 
elving. 


Eye 


ale as though we were completely surrounded and cut off. We, 
however, succeeded again in forming a line with about 40 men in the 
road near where the first line of battle was formed, fronted slightly 
to the right, the flanks resting in the brush on either side, intending 
Benue’ many of our guns were empty and ammunition gone) to 


Pe 


ments had arrived. Tothisend the skeleton regiment gave three 

_ cheers for Vicksburg, immediately delivering its fire upon the enemy, 

whose line was advanced within a few yards. We were, however, 

immediately attacked on our left flank by a portion of the enemy, 
~ which we had mistaken through the smoke of some burning logs for 
our own troops. Many of our men fell, either killed or wounded, 
and we were immediately driven back. As from the general confu- 
sion now prevailing, the enemy having attacked the flank of the 

_ trains and the cavalry support having fled, it became impossible to 
- make longer head against the enemy, our scattered forces fell back 
to the rear of the Nineteenth Army Corps, which was forming line, * 
and we gathered our scattered men, with the aid of the five compa- 
nies of the Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, which had now arrived from 
guarding trains. Procuring ammunition and rations we commenced 
the retreat about 10 p. m., arriving at Pleasant Hill, 16 miles distant, 
early next morning. 

_ The brigade numbered on going into battle as follows: Forty- 
sixth Indiana Infantry, 252 enlisted men, 13 officers ; five companies 
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, 183 enlisted men, 5 officers. The brigade 

“lost in the battle as follows: Forty-sixth Indiana, 8 killed, 98 


~ wounded and missing ; five companies Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, 5 ~ 


killed, 55 wounded and missing ; total number engaged, 435 enlisted 
men and 18 officers ; total loss, 13 killed, 153 wounded and missing. 
Among the killed is Lieut. J. McClung, Forty-sixth Indiana. Among 
the missing are Lieutenant-Colonel Flory, Forty-sixth Indiana, com- 
manding brigade; Chaplain H. Robb, Capt. W. M. De Hart, Lieut. 
Jacob Hudlow, all of the Forty-sixth Indiana. _Among the wounded 
who escaped are Capt. F. Swigart, Forty-sixth Indiana; Capt. G. H. 
Bryant, Twenty-ninth Wisconsin. 

Soon after the breaking of our last line Captain Blake, of the 
Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, was captured by the enemy, but succeeded 
almost immediately in making his escape. 

I would add that the men were not disheartened, but are as ready 
as ever to meet the enemy, feeling that they were driven from the 


ww advanced slowly but firing rapidly, they supposing, I think, — 


ee 


phish had been left along the fence to hinder their progress. — 
few troops now left, numbering not more than 100 men, fell | 


_ Many of our men had expended their ammunition, and it ap- ig 


deceive the enemy with the idea that the long-expected re-enforce- _~ 


umbers, The conduct of office 
: most satisfactory, all condu: 
ing themselves bravely. uot eS: 
B. HANCOCK, 
gs ‘Major Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 
Capt. Henry E. Jonzs, ; 
- Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Brig., 3d Div., 13th Corps. 


: 3 - Winertry of the First Brigade, Third Division, Thirteenth Army t 
2 Corps, March 5-May 22.* . : 


March 5.—Took cars at Algiers, La., for Brashear City; crossed _ 
as Berwick Bay and went into camp to wait for train, : 
_  \ March 14.—Left camp at Berwick. 

: March 16,—Arrived at Franklin. 

March 18.—Left Franklin. ; 

March 26.—Arrived at Alexandria. 

S ~ March 28.—Left Alexandria. ; 
March 31.—Encamped at night on Cane River; distance marched 
about 230 miles. ‘ a 

April 6.—Left camp at Natchitoches, \La., and moved on the 
Shreveport Road. 

April 8.—Arrived and took part in the engagement at Sabine 
Cross-Roads in the evening, and fell back to Pleasant Hill, where 
we arrived on the morning of the 9th. ; 

April 9.—Left Pleasant Hill. 

Apri 11.—Arrived at Grand Ecore in the evening. 

April 21.—We broke camp at Grand Ecore and marched toward 
Alexandria. 

April 23.—Arrived at Cane River, and found the enemy strongly 
posted on the opposite side to prevent our crossing. After a short 
poet they were driven back and we got possession of the. 

ord. é 

April 24.—Left Cane River. 

April 26.—Arrived at Alexandria. 

Apri 30.—Still in camp at Alexandria, La.; whole distance 

~ marched about 250 miles. 

May 1.—Still at Alexandria, La. ; part of the command engaged 
in constructing the famous dam. 

May 2.—Marched to the front 2 or 3 miles; skirmished with the 
enemy ; bivouacked for the night and next day commenced erecting 
earth-works. 

May 6.—Moved in the direction of the enemy; skirmished with 
him and drove him some 6 miles; there halted for the night ; next 
day skirmished with him and drove him 5 miles farther ; same even- 
ing fell back toward our intrenchments; halted some 6 miles from 
outer works and remained there on outpost duty until the 13th, 
skirmishing daily with the enemy. 

_ May 13.—Took up line of march in the direction of the Missis-_ 
sippi River, arriving at Morganza Bend, La., a point some 10 miles 
below the mouth of Red River, after a series of delays in skirmish- 
ing, building bridges, &c., on the 22d instant, at which point we are 
now lying. 


6 git 


* From returns for March, April, and May. 
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Col. William H. Raynor, Fift 


Rat Z| ith We 
5 i ty-siath Ohio Infantry, 
— manding Second Brigade, of operations April red ss 


— _ Hpagrs. Seconp Bria., Tutrp Div., 13TH ARMY CorRPs, 
= eh Grand Ecore, La,., April 11, 1864. 
de Capraln: I have the honor to respectfully report the part taken 
by this brigade on the march from Watehitochos to and during the | 
action near Mansfield, on the 8th instant: The brigade (composed 
follows, Twenty-eighth Iowa, Col. John Connell commanding, ~ 
aggregate, 493; Twenty-fourth Iowa, Maj. Ed. Wright command- _ 
ing, aggregate, 388 ; Fifty-sixth Ohio, Capt. M. Manring command- 
ing, aggregate, 224; total, 1,105) left Natchitoches on the morning | 
of the 6th instant, and after a march of 35 miles arrived at Pleasant 
Hill, La., about 1.30 - m. on the 7th. Soon after having been as- 
signed a camp-ground the brigade was ordered forward to support 
a portion of the cavalry command, which was heavily skirmishing 
with the enemy about 2 miles in our front. We were led forward by 
_ General Cameron (commanding division) in person. ~ After march- 
ing about 1 mile we were informed that the enemy had fallen back, 
and the men were allowed to return to camp. On the morning of 
the 8th instant the march was resumed. Soon after starting upon 
the road, the occasional sound of cannonand thecontinued dropping — 
fire of musketry told us that the advance were sharply skirmishing. 
_ This brigade was soon detached from the division and ordered to the 
front. The enemy, though stubbornly, fell back before our cavalry 
and a portion of the Fourth Division, Thirteenth Corps d’ Armée, 
and we had not reached the extreme front when we arrived at the 
first branch of Bayou Saint Patrick, where the brigade was ordered © 
- to encamp in line of battle. This was about 1la.m. Mean time, 
the large train belonging to General Lee’s cavalry passed to our 
front, and our own arrived with the remainder of the division. 
About 3 p. m. the firing at the front became brisk, and we were soon 
after ordered forward, five companies of the Twenty-fourth Iowa 
being left with our wagon train. The division hurried forward, 
marching 6 miles, mostly at the double-quick. Upon nearing the 
Moss plantation the brigade was directed to form in the thick woods 
on the left side of the Mansfield road, in the following order : The 
right of the Fifty-sixth Ohio resting on the road, and the Twenty- 
eighth Iowa on their left, while the Twenty-fourth Iowa formed a 
second line inthe rear of the two other regiments. In this order we 
moved steadily forward until the open fields of the plantation were 
reached. Here we found two guns of the First Indiana Battery and 
afew men of the Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, on the 
right of the road, hotly engaged with a heavy force of the enemy, 
who occupied a rising piece of ground in the center of the field, 
and another heavy mass with artillery posted on the extreme farther 
side. By direction of General Cameron the line pressed on into the 
open field, taking advantage of a slight elevation, and at once opened 
fire upon the enemy, whose force more than quadrupled our own. I 
soon after moved the Twenty-fourth Iowa from their position in the 
rear to the front, on the left of the Twenty-eighth Iowa. Under a - 
- heavy firethe men lay for over an hour, not daring to advance against 
an enemy who numbered thousands to our hundreds, and until their 
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the enemy’s right and advance far on our left, where they formed in — 
line perpendicular to our front and charged forward on our left. Ae 
force of cavalry which had been sent to our left to protect it fired 
one volley and fled, leaving our men exposed to a most telling enfi- 
- ~~ lading fire, and from which fire nearly all our loss occurred. Mean 
time, the First Brigade of the division had been similarly outflanked 
on the right and driven from the field, which left us as bays 
oe exposed on the right. At the same time the heavy masses which 
- had been gathering in our front came forward inan irresistible col- 
umn. The division had, with little or no support, and numbering 
Jess than 1,200, kept in check an army of 10,000 or 12,000 for at least 
~an hour and a half. . 
Our men, attacked on either flank, without support from any» 
quarter and without ammunition, fell back at first in some order, 
» but becoming broken, run down, and mixed with our own cavalry, 
‘soon became much disorganized. 
After collecting the greater portion of the brigade in rear of the 
line formed by the Nineteenth Corps d’Armée, I received orders to 
retire to Pleasaut Hill, distant about 18 miles, from which we had 
marched in the morning. This distance the exhausted men accom- 
plished by daylight on the morning of the 9th instant. 
The conduct of both officers and men was all that could be desired. 
Where all performed their duty special mention is not essential. 
.. Col. John Connell, of the Twenty-eighth Iowa, is among the missing, 
_and is supposed to have been mortally wounded. Brave even to a 
fault, he remained on the field till too late, and was seen to fall be- 
fore thé last heavy volley poured upon the devoted division. His 
loss will be severely felt, not only by his regiment, where it is irrep- 
arable, but by his brother officers and comrades in arms, to whom 
his many noble and generous qualities had endeared him. Lieut. 
Thomas Hughes, acting brigade quartermaster, was upon the field 
rendering every assistance in his power; he is also among the miss- 
ing, and is supposed to be a prisoner, we hope unhurt. Dr. With- 
erwax and Assistant Surgeon Lyons, of the Twenty-fourth Iowa, 
with Asst. Surg. P. M. McFarland, remained upon the field caring 
for our wounded, and are now in the hands of the enemy. 
The brigade entered the action as follows: Twenty-eighth Iowa, 
_ 406 men and 13 officers ; five companies of Twenty-fourth Iowa, 182 
men and 6 officers ; Fifty-sixth Ohio, 224 men and 9 officers; total, 
812 men and 28 officers. 
During the action the loss was as follows: Known to be killed, 
11; wounded, 69; missing, 65; total, 145. Many of the missing are 
either killed or wounded. Appended herewith, and made a part of 
this report, is the report of the several regimental commanders, with 
a detailed list of their casualties. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. RAYNOR, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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Capt. Oscar Monr, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Div., 13th Army Corps. 
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eurred. On the morning of the 8th, five companies, viz, A, D, I, C, 
and H, were detailed as train guard and marched in rear of the Third 


_intocamp with the brigade on a branch of Saint Patrick’s Bayou. 
About 2 p.m. the command was ordered to the front, where the 

Fourth Division was engaged with the enemy. We arrived on the 
 battle-field about 4 p. m., and were joined by Company F, provost 


guard at division headquarters. The command then numbered 149, | 


rank and file. I was ordered to move in rear of the Twenty-eighth 
Towa and Fifty-sixth Ohio, on the left of the road as reserve, and 
_ move forward, preserving a distance of 200 yards in the rear. The 

command remained in this position for about half an hour, when I 
was ordered to move forward and engage the enemy at once, which 


= 


I did by obliquing to the left and coming in on the left of the Twenty- ’ 


- eighth Iowa. We held this position for near one hour, when the 

_ balance of the brigade having exhausted their ammunition, we were 
~ compelled to retire before a much superior force both on our left. 
- flank and in our front. + Then, in obedience to orders, we fell back 
with the remainder of the brigade to Pleasant Hill, and went into 
camp on, the morning of the 9th instant at 7 o’clock. Our loss was 
1 surgeon and 29 enlisted men, a part of whom were wounded. 

My command on the morning of the 9th numbered 362 enlisted 
men, 296 of whom are armed and equipped, 23 sick, 13 on extra duty, 
30 without arms. This does not include Company F, which is still 
- on duty at division headquarters. 

Lam, very respectfully, 
ED. WRIGHT, 
: Major, Commanding Regument. 
Lieut. C. B. BRADSHAW, 
. Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 


Report of Capt. Thomas Dillon, Twenty-eighth Lowa Infantry, of 
| engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


HEADQUARTERS, TWENTY-EIGHTH lOWA INFANTRY, 
Grand Keore, La., April 18, 1864. 
Masor: In compliance with circular issued from headquarters 
U. S. Forces Western Louisiana, bearing date April 11, 1864, I here- 


Nh nel paki Pleasant Hill, La., April 9, 1864, 
1k: In obedience to orders I have the honor to make the follow- 
report of the part taken by the Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteer | — 
antry in the expedition from Natchitoches, La., to Sabine Cross- 


he regiment, numbering 388, rank and file, marched with the bri- a 
e from Natchitoches on the 6th instant, arriving at Pleasant Hill | 
on the evening of the 7th, without anything particular having oc- ~ 


Division train. The other four companies under my command 
.marched toa point 7 miles distant from Sabine Cross-Roads, and went 
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“with send y 


ou an official report of the part taken by the Twenty- — 


a eighth Iowa Volunteer Infantry in the expedition from Natchitoches — 


a -to Sabine Cross-Roads. at Sie 
The regiment left Natchitoches on the morning of the 6th of April — 


as a part of the Second Brigade, Third Division, Thirteenth Arm 


Corps, and after a rapid march of 35 miles reached Pleasant Hi ie 
on the following day at 2 p. m. After a few minutes’ pause the- 


regiment was ordered out to support General Lee’s cavalry, then 


a engaging the enemy. It went out promptly, near 500 strong, not 


leaving camp guards. SH 

After advancing 1 mile and waiting one hour we were ordered to 
return tocamp. At 5.30a. m. the following morning we moved with 
the division forward to support General Lee’s cavalry and one bri- 
-gade of the Fourth Division, then driving the enemy. _On reach- 
ing — Creek, a distance of 10 miles, we were ordered to halt in 
line of battle, our regiment resting on the right of thedivision. At 
2.30 p. m. we were ordered forward with the division to join Lee’s 


cavalry and the Fourth Division, then engaging the enemy. At. 


3.30 p. m. reached the field of action and formed on the extreme left 
of the division, supported by the Twenty-fourth Iowa, and were the 


first to open fire on the enemy and were soon exposed to the fire of — 


the enemy’s battery, which poured shrapnel and shell upon us. 


It soon became evident that the enemy were flanking us on the left, ; 


and the Twenty-fourth Iowa was sent to protect it. This not being 
_ sufficient, a small force of cavalry was sent also. Here the regiment 
advanced 100 yards into the open field, and it soon became evident 
that this position was untenable and the regiment fell back again. 
We held our position for two hours, received the constant fire of the 
enemy’s infantry, and being exposed to his artillery, which played 
with telling effect upon our ranks, our ammunition being exhausted 
and the enemy already having gained our rear, and having no sup- 
port. whatever, we were compelled to retreat, which we did in the best 
possible manner with the rest of the division. 

We went into the engagement 500 strong and in the best of order. 
I cannot personate in praises, for all most nobly did their duty. Not 
one officer flinched, not a man gave back. Col. John Connell had 
his horse shot under him early in the action, but remained on the 
field cheering and urging his men to the last, and it was supposed 
fell mortally wounded* while retreating from the field. A truer 
patriot and braver man fell not on that bloody field. Loved most 
by those who knew him best, his loss to the regiment is irreparable. 
He possessed not only the respect but the affection of hismen. Adjt. 
J. G. Strong, while heroically and fearlessly doing his duty, was 
knocked from his horse by a minie-ball, inflicting a severe wound 
in the right shoulder, and was taken from the field. Having his 
wound dressed, returned to the field, and continued rallying the men 
in the thickest of the fire. First Lieut. H. H. Weaver was wounded 
in the right cheek while leading his company and compelled to leave 
the field. Second Lieut. O. F. Dorrance, while cheering his men in 


action, was severely wounded-in theright hip and had to be borne . 


from the field. 
I regret that space will not permit me to speak of all the officers 
standing up like men and facing the rain of death, and of the pri- 


* He resigned March 17, 1865. 
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Report of Capt. Maschil Manring, Fifty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of : oe 
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No. 19. 


engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


oo Hopagrs. Firty-stxtH Ono VET. InFy. VoLs., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 14, 1864. 


5 ‘Lieutenant : I have the honor to respectfully submit the follow- 
ing réport of the part borne by this regiment in the action of the 8th 


instant : My command, numbering 224, rank and file, effective men, 


marched from Natchitoches with the brigade on the 6th instant, 


arriving at Pleasant Hill on the evening of the 7th. 


On the morning of the 8th, marched 12 miles to a point 7 miles | 


Zi ia Captain, Commanding Regiment. bg - 
-Epwarp Wnricut, oe 
Comdg. Second Brig., Third Div., 13th Army Corps. — 


distant from Sabine Cross-Roads, and encamped. About 3 p. m. 


Fourth Division was already engaged with the enemy. We arrived 
on the battle-ground about 4 o’clock, and immediately took position 


- inline on the right of the brigade and immediately on the left of 
_ the Mansfield road, and then moved forward to the edge of the tim- 


. ber, when the enemy opened a terrific fire from their batteries and 


infantry. But, notwithstanding the galling fire they were receiving, | 


the regiment steadily advanced to a point in the open field, about 
150 yards distant from the wood, which position we held about two 
hours, when the cry arose, ‘‘More ammunition!’ I immediatel 

sent an officer to the rear for supplies, but before they could reac 

us we were forced to retire before a superior force of the enemy, 
who were pressing us closely on either flank and on our center. 
The regiment, however, did not give way until we saw that the whole 
line on the left had been flanked and forced back, leaving us alone 
on the open field. In obedience to orders, fell back to Pleasant Hill 
the same night. Our loss was 40 killed, wounded, and missing. 
My command now numbers 251 present, 122 of which are armed and 
equipped ; the remainder are sick or wounded, on extra or daily duty, 


and unarmed. 


Attached find a list of killed, wounded, and missing. * 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
M. MANRING, 


Captain, Commanding Fifty-siath Ohio Vet. Vols. 


Lieut. C.'B. BRADSHAW, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Embodied in table, p. 259. 
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. the regiment, with the brigade, was ordered to the front, where the — 
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s Brig. Gen. T. E. G. RANsom, 
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Report of Col. William J. Landram, Nineteenth Kentucky Infantry, 


commanding Fourth Division, of engagement at Sabine Cross- 


_ Roads. — | 


Hpers. FourtH Div., THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
. Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
CapraIN : On the 6th instant this division marched from Natchi- 
toches, La., in rear of the cavalry of Brigadier-General Lee, a dis- 
tance of 16 miles, in the direction of Pleasant Hill, and encamped in 
a dense wood near a bayou. On the 7th instant the command 
marched 19 miles, and encamped at Pleasant Hill. At 11 p. m. of © 


the 7th, I received orders, of which the following are copies : 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. FORCES WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
April 7, 1864 


Commanding Detachment Thirteenth Army Corps : 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that a brigade of infantry be sent to 


General Lee, to be with him by daylight to-morrow morning. You may use your 


discretion as to sending a brigade or division. The spirit of the order will doubt- 
less be better carried out by sending a division. Send, therefore, a brigade or divis- 


‘ion to report to General Lee at or before 5 a.m. on to-morrow (Friday), 8th instant.* 


Respectfully, W. B. FRANKLIN 
ce Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Pleasant Hill, La., April 7, 1864—10.20 p. m. 


Col. W. J. LANDRAM, 
Commanding Fourth Division: 


COLONEL : In obedience to the inclosed order you will move at 3 a. m. to-morrow, 
with the First Brigade of your division, and report to General Lee, 8 miles in front, | 
at daylight or as soon thereafter as possible.* 

By order of Brig. Gen. T. E. G. Ransom : 

C. E. DICKEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


In obedience to these orders I moved with the First Brigade of my 
division at the time specified, and reported to Brigadier-General 
Lee very soon after daylight. By order of General Lee I followed 
his advance beyond the creek a short distance, and was ordered to 
take the front and drive the enemy, with which the cavalry was then 


skirmishing. The Sixteenth Indiana dismounted, and probably some 


other regiment of General Lee’s command, and assisted in skirmish- 
ing for several miles. General Lee then directed that I relieve all of 
his command with my infantry and drive the enemy as rapidly as 
possible, at the same time ordering his cavalry to the right and left 
of the road to protect my flanks, which was done. The timber on 
each side of the road was heavy and dense, which rendered it very 
difficult to move in line, and the marching was tedious and tiresome 
to the men, the enemy contesting every foot of the ground as we 
advanced. All the houses near the road were abandoned, and we 
saw frequent evidences of large camps which had been recently de- 
serted. ‘The enemy were thus driven 9 miles or more beyond the 


* See copies as furnished by General Ransom, pp. 264, 265, 
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Webb, of the Seventy-seventh Illinois, an accomplished gentleman — 
_ anda gallant officer, was killed while commanding his regiment in 


~ wounded. 


I avan 
Kentucky, Seventy-seven 


in, Nineteenth Kentucky, Sevent 
venth Indiana Regiments Volunteer Infantry. Lieut. Co 


the advance. The number of casualties was not large, only a fe’ 


_At a point said to be 4 miles from Mansfield, our advance came in _ 
sight of a wide opening in the timber in front of a hill of consider- 
able bea on the right, left, and top of which there was considerable 
timber, but not so thickly set as on the road over which we had ad- _ 


vanced. I had made frequent requests, before coming to this point, 


to have the brigade relieved or allowed to rest, inasmuch as the men _ 


were excessively fatigued by the loss of sleep and the difficulty ex- ae 


perienced in advancing through the underbrush, which seemed to 
extend for miles tothe right and left of the road, and was informed _ 
by General Lee that he had sent for the Second Brigade of my di- _ 
vision to relieve the First. Believing that the position in myimme- | 
diate front was too strong to be abandoned by the enemy without a ~ 
stubborn resistance, I expressed the opinion to General Lee that it 
would be dangerous to send the Nineteenth Kentucky (which was | 
then deployed as skirmishers) through the opening to sha top of the 
hill without a heavy support. By his direction, however, I ordered 


- the regiment, with the remainder of the brigade in support, to ad- 


vance, and covered their movement by a fire from two guns of a 


battery which had been ordered to report to me during the day. 


The enemy soon disappeared, and I formed line with the brigade on ~ 
the side and top of the hill. In the mean time Major-General Banks 
and Brigadier-General Ransom arrived, and upon consultation, I . 
believe, it was decided to halt at that point. About one andahalf _ 
or two hours must have elapsed before .my other brigade arrived, 
during which time the enemy made scarcely any show in front. On 
our right, however, there were frequent indications of a large force 
of the enemy moving py the left flank endeavoring to get a position © 
upon our right, parallel with the road. This induced me to com- 
mence changing front so as to face them if they came down the | 


‘road from Mansfield, or advanced in line from a road on our right 


parallel with the road upon which we had moved, and as fast as they 
extended their line I extended mine so as to effectually cover my 
front and right flank. At 3.30 p. m. the enemy placed his line (said 
by prisoners to be 8,000 infantry, with a reserve of 12,000 cavalry 
and infantry) in motion. _ 

My force consisted of the following troops: First Brigade, Col. 
Frank Emerson, Sixty-seventh Indiana, commanding: Nineteenth 
Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. John Cowan 
commanding ; Twenty-third Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infan- 
try, Maj. J. HE. Greene commanding; Seventy-seventh Regiment 
Tinois Volunteer Infantry, Maj. J. A. Burdett commanding; Sixty- 
seventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Maj. F. A. Sears 
commanding. Second Brigade, Col. J. W. Vance, Ninety-sixth Ohio, 
commanding: Ninety-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
Lieut. Col. A. H. Brown commanding ; Kighty-third Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. W. H. Baldwin commanding; Forty- 
eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. J, W, Lindsey 


art 
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teer Infantry, Maj. John B. Reid commanding. The entire force 


numbering 3,413 men. alge os 
iit stout have been impossible at that time to have retired from 


the position we occupied, and by direction of Brigadier-General 
Ransom, who had arrived upon the field and assisted in person in 
arranging the line, I assumed the offensive as soon as I saw their 


whole line advancing, so as to meet them upon better ground and - 


with a better effect. A general engagement ensued, lasting one hour 
and a half, which was by far the most desperate I ever witnessed. 
Some parts of the line were broken after a short but terrific engage- 
ment, hick in other parts it remained firm and unbroken until the 
enemy had flanked my whole force and began an attack in the rear. 
Seeing that the capture of the entire force was inevitable unless I 
withdrew, I ordered the remainder of the shattered regiments to fall 
back, which they attempted, but were unable to accomplish with 
entire success. 

The list of the killed and wounded of my command cannot be 
ascertained, inasmuch as the enemy retained possession of the field, 
but that we suffered severely there can be no doubt. Many brave 
men fell, but they fell with thetr faces to the foe. Honored be their 
memory. That the enemy suffered immensely is known by actual 
observation and by statements of prisoners captured the day follow- 
ing, who acknowledged they had pee a victory at a bloody 
price. Col. J. W. Vance, commanding Second Brigade, fell while 
gallantly cheering his men, but whether wounded or killed is un- 
known. Col. Frank Emerson, commanding First Brigade, also fell 
- wounded while nobly performing his duty, and is a prisoner in the 
hands of the enemy. Major Reid, of the One hundred and thirtieth 
Illinois, was killed while rallying his men.* Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lindsey, of the Forty-eighth Ohio, is reported wounded, and Major 
Bering, of the same regiment, killed.* Lieutenant-Colonel Cowan, 
Nineteenth Kentucky, was conspicuous for the manner in which he 
managed his regiment, directing the fire of his men and preserving, 
up to the order of retreat, an unbroken line, driving the rebels from 
his front in three distinct charges, and ordering the fire in which the 
‘rebel General Mouton was killed while leading a charge, carrying a 
regimental flag. When ordered to withdraw he remarked that he 
had driven the rebels from his'front, and if the remainder of the 
line stood firm he could not be taken. In endeavoring to obey the 
order he is reported to have been wounded and captured. Major 
Mann, of the same regiment, is reported killed or wounded. 

To Major Greene and the officers and men of the Twenty-third 
Wisconsin, for the manly and noble manner in which they supported 
the battery and held the left of the line until further resistance was 
impossible, I desire to express my admiration and gratitude. Major 
Sears and the gallant Sixty-seventh Indiana and Major Burdett and 
the brave men of the Seventy-seventh Illinois deserve the highest 
praise for their conduct. The officers and men of the One hundred 
and thirtieth Ilinois and Forty-eighth Ohio deserve equal praise. 
Though the survivors mourn the loss of their gallant field officers, 
they have the consolation of knowing that they all did their duty. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, of the Ninety-sixth Ohio, and the mén 


_ *Major Reid was mustered out August 15, 1865, and Major Bering June 16, 1865. 
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the road when ordered to fall back, and would have saved their guns __ = 


but for the immense wagon train of the cavalry which blocked up 


the road in their front and rear. Capt. P. H. White and Lieuten- — - 


ant Cone, of the Mercantile Battery, were captured. Lieutenant — 


Throop and Lieutenant Barr, of the same battery, were wounded and ~ - 


captured. Lieutenant Rogers, Second New York Veteran Cavalry, 
with his company, was with me during the day and behaved well.. | 
Two men of his command were wounded. Brigadier-General Ran- | 
som, commanding detachment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, rode 


the entire length of our line, cheering the troops and assisting in — 


rallying the men after the lines had been broken. This gallant and _ 
able officer was severely wounded while assisting me in trying to 
reform the line, and after he fell from his horse continued to give | 
directions as to the dispositions he desired me to make. 

It is proper to say that Captain Nims’ battery displayed during 
the whole fight an example of coolness and true courage unsurpassed 
in the annals of history. ‘They are entitled to the highest commen- 
dations, and although they lost their guns it is due to them to say 
that they could not have prevented it, and that the damage they 
inflicted upon the enemy was such as to entitle them to the thanks 
of the whole army. ; 

Major-General Banks, Major-General Franklin, and Brigadier- 
General Stone were active in assisting to rally the men amidst the 
hottest of the fire. Part of the men were rallied and a second line 
formed near the line of Brigadier-General Cameron, who had arrived 
with the Third Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, but it was unable 
to resist the continued assaults of the enemy, who pressed upon us 


with overwhelming numbers. The Nineteenth Army Corps, having 


arrived about sunset, checked the further advance of the enemy, and 
after dark I caused fires to be built a short distance in the rear of the 
line on both sides of the road and gathered together the shattered 
remains of my division, which, together with what came in at Pleas- 
ant Hill next day, amounted to 1,683 men, who were immediately 
reorganized and placed on duty. 

I thank Lieut. Henry P. Ayres, Seventy-seventh Illinois, acting \ 
assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. John Landram, Nineteenth Ken- 
tucky, aide-de-camp ; Capt. J. W. Wilkin, One hundred and thirtieth 
Illinois ; Capt. D. C. Holdridge, Twenty-third Wisconsin, inspector- 
general, and Capt. R. H. Brock, Seventy-seventh Illinois, for their 
gallantry and efficiency. They were all prompt and faithful in the 
discharge of duty. It is impossible to tell who were killed or who 
were wounded and were taken prisoners, but my total loss in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners is 73 officers and 1,063 enlisted men, making 


ours 


1,136. My thanks ar 


4 


aggregate of to Rev. James Matthews, 
shaplain of the Nineteenth Kentucky, who gave me valuable infor-  — 
mation at a critical moment and was active in rallying the men. 
Lieut. George H. McKinney, acting assistant quartermaster, 1s en- — 
titled to praise for care and attention to the division train, none of 
which was captured. Captain Rouse, Seventy-seventh Lllinois, act- 
ing assistant adjutant-general ; Captain Vilas, Twenty-third Wiscon- 
gin, aide-de-camp; Captain Hogg, Nineteenth Kentucky, inspector 
First Brigade ; Oe pean Lynch, Forty-eighth Ohio, acting assistant 
_ adjutant-general ; Lieutenant Campbell, Ninty-seventh Illinois, aide- 
 de-camp, and Lieutenant Rike, Forty-eighth Ohio, inspector Second =| _— 
- Brigade, were faithful in the discharge of their duties, and deserve 
_ praise for their conduct. 

- -In this report of the part taken by my division in the battle of 
_ Mansfield I have thought proper to be thus particular in specifying . 
the conduct of regiments and officers, inasmuch as the commanders 
of brigades and most of the field officers of regiments were among 

_ the killed or wounded and none are left to make reports. 
Respectfully, Heh 28 5 
W. J. LANDRAM, 


Colonel Nineteenth Kentucky, Commanding Division. 


Capt. Oscar Mour, : 
Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., Detach. Thirteenth Army Corps. 


No, 21. 
Itinerary of the Fourth Division, April 1-May 25.* 


April 1.—This division encamped at Natchitoches. 
April 6 and 7.—Marehed from Natchitoches to Pleasant Hill. 
Apri 8.—At 3 a.m. the First Brigade marched out on the Shreve- 
port road toward Mansfield, La., to the support of General Lee’s 
cavalry division, 7 or 8 miles distant. Commenced skirmishing with 
the enemy at Bayou De Paul and followed him up as he fell back to 
Sabine Cross-Roads, when the brigade was halted about 2 p. m. and 
was afterwards re-enforced by the arrival of the Second Brigade. 
About 4 p. m. the enemy made an attack and a severe engagement ~ 
_ followed, and being pressed by superior numbers the division was 
- compelled to fall back. A retreat being ordered, the division ar- 
rived at Grand Ecore on the 11th. 
April 21.—Moved from Grand Ecore. 
April 23.—Skirmished with the enemy at Cane River Crossing. 
Apri 25.—Arrived at Alexandria. 
May 13.—Joined in the retreat of the army from Alexandria. 
May 20.—Crossed the Atchafalaya and marched to the mouth of 
Red River. 
May 22.—Marched from thence to Morganza. 
r May 25.—Kmbarked at Morganza and proceeded to Baton Rouge, 
a. 


*From returns for April and May. 
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a Temporarily assigned to duty in 23d Wisconsin Volunteers, AS, 
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| JOHN D. ROUSE, 
Tae Captain and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


_ Special field return of the effective strength of the troops of the Second Brigade, j 
_ Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, in the field on April 12, 1864. pa 
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Granp Ecore, La. “3 
: JAS. R. LYNCH, ; 
‘ 2 Captain and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


No. 22. | em 


Report of Maj. John A. Burdett, Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry, 

First Brigade, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. | ia 
- Campaign of the Seventy-seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 
from Natchitoches, La., to Sabine Cross-Roads: We marched on 
the morning of the 6th of April, 1864, at 7 o’clock, and after marching 
15 miles through a timber country, encamped for the night. On the 
morning of the 7th, we started at 5.30 o’clock, and after marching 20 
miles through a‘hilly and timbered country, arrived at Pleasant Hill, 
where we encamped for the night. On the morning of the 8th, we 
started at 3 o’clock, and after marching about 13 miles, my regiment 
was thrown out as skirmishers and skirmished for 8 miles, and over 


ee ee 
eee 56 


es three Rene. Col. is R. Ww ebb, of this reg iment, was killed instantly. 
~The Nineteenth Kentucky seh ae relieved us, and we supported 
them. After they had been skirmish 


~~ main body of the enemy. We were then ordered into position, which 


took sometime. Soon after 4 p. m. we were ordered forward in line 
of battle, and engaged the enemy before we had gone 125 yards. The 
engagement was short but very severe, and resulted in the repulse 
of our division and the death or capture of 176 officers and enlisted 
men of my regiment, it being over one-half of the number engaged. 
We fell back to Pleasant Hill that night and early next morning. 
On the morning of the 9th, at 11 o’clock, we marched toward Natchi- 
toches as guard for the supply trains. We marched 25 miles, march- 
ing by.a longer route than the one we went out on. On the morning 


of the 10th we marched in. 
JOHN A. BURDETT, ~— 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 


No. 23. 


Report of Maj. Francis A. Sears, Siaty-seventh Indiana Infantry, of 
; engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


Hpgrs. SIXTY-SEVENTH REGT. INDIANA VOL. INFTY., 
In the Field, April 9, 1864, 


Str: In obedience to order No. —, I would respectfully submit the 
following report of the part taken by the Sixty-seventh Regiment 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry in the campaign from Natchitoches, La., 
to the Sabine Cross-Roads : The regiment was under my command, and 
left Natchitoches on the 6th day of April, 1864. There was nothing of 
interest to report more than the usual routine of marching until the 
morning of the 8th instant. Wearrived at Pleasant Hill, a distance 
of 35 miles, on the afternoon of the 7th instant. On the morning of 
the 8th instant, at 3 o’clock, the regiment began marching, there 
being but one regiment in advance—the Twenty-third Wisconsin., 
We were followed by the Nineteenth Kentucky and Seventy-seventh 
Illinois Regiments. About 6.30 a. m., after having marched 9 miles, 
we came up with the advance of General Lee’s cavalry forces, who 
were skirmishing with the enemy in the woods just beyond a saw-mill 
and on the road leading to Mansfield. Here theSixty-seventh Indiana 
was formed in line of battle on the left of the road, and advanced in 
connection with the Twenty-third Wisconsin, which was formed on 
the right of the road. We met with a pretty stubborn resistance at 
first, but soon routed and drove the enemy handsomely for near 4 
miles, when we were relieved by the Seventy-seventh Illinois, and 
then marched about 2 miles and again formed in line of battle on the 
right of the same road, which position we occupied, and advanced, 
driving the enemy before us for 3 miles, until we reached Sabine 
Cross-Roads. At this place the Second Brigade of the Fourth Divis- 
ion came up and formed on our right. Here the regiment was per- 
mitted to rest from 2 o’clock until 3.15 p. m., when it was advanced 
by General Lee into the edge of the woods. Captain Nims’ battery 
had taken position in the road immediately on our left, and the Sey- 
enty-seventh Illinois on our right. We remained in the woods but a 


ing a short time they foundthe | | 
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Lieut. H. P. Ayres, a 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Division. 


No. 24. 


_ Report of Capt. William T. Cummins, Nineteenth Kentucky In- 


fantry, of operations April 6-11. 


Hpagrs. NINETEENTH KENTUCKY VOL. INFANTRY, 
April 12, 1864. 


Sketch of the march from Natchitoches, La., to Sabine Cross- 
Roads, and from there back to Grand Kcore, La.: April 6, Wednes- 
day morning, the regiment moved off at 7 a. m. ; direction mostly 
west, through a heavy pine forest; the roads not very good, as the 
country is broken; crossed a small bayou and bivouacked for the 
night, about 4 p. m., in the forest, making about 16 miles; roads 
very dusty. April 7, the regiment moved off at 5.30 a. m., still in 
the forest ; roads not very good; rather broken. After marching 9 
miles the regiment crossed a small bayou, and that evening biv- 
ouacked at Pleasant Hill, La., making 19 miles that day. Friday, 
April 8, took up march at 3a. m.; marched 9 miles and came on 
the enemy, and had heavy skirmishing up till 2.30 p. m., during 
which time the enemy was driven 8 miles, when they came in such 
force that they drove the Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, 
back 1 mile, and met the Third Division, and rallied with them, and 
checked the enemy a few moments, and then fell back about 2 miles 
and met the Nineteenth Tn Corps, and the enemy was checked. 
The Thirteenth Corps fell back to Pleasant Hill, arriving there at 
6a.m. Saturday. The contest was heavy. The Nineteenth lost 20 
officers and 225 men, the greater part prisoners. April 9, the regi- 
ment was consolidated with the Seventy-seventh Illinois, and then 
was ordered to march in the direction of Natchitoches, as guard for 
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wagon train; marched till 10 p. m., and went into camp, the day’s 
march being 25 miles. Sunday, April 10, took up march at 5 o’clock, 
and marched to this place, and encamped above town. Monday, 
April 11, moved our camp below town. Nothing strange has hap- 


pened since. ‘ 
W. T. CUMMINS, | 
Capt., Comdg. Nineteenth Regt. Kentucky Vol. Infantry. 


No. 25. 


Report of Maj. Joseph E. Greene, Twentyghird Wisconsin In- 
. fantry, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads, ; 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-THIRD ReEGtT. Wis. VOL. INFTY., 
Grand Ecore, La,., April 12, 1864. 


~ §rr: In compliance with circular from your headquarters, I have 

the honor to make the following report of the.part taken by this 
~ command in the campaign from Natchitoches to Sabine Cross-Roads: 

On the 5th instant I received marching orders, and on the morning 
of the 6th, the regiment rejoined the First Brigade, Fourth Division, 
Thirteenth Army Corps, and left. Natchitoches, where it had been 
doing. provost duty, at 7 a.m. We marched 17 miles that day, and 
went intocamp. At 5.30 a. m., 7th instant, left camp and marched 
18 miles to Pleasant Hill. Received orders that night to march at 
5.30 a.m, in the morning. The order was countermanded and the 
hour for starting changed ‘to 3a, m. Started at the appointed time 
and marched about 8 miles, when we came up with General Lee’s 
cavalry, and immediately took the advance; were formed in line in 
an open field, left resting on the road, and ordered to support the 
skirmishers and advance with them. The regiment advanced in 
this way, alternately marching in line of battle through the thick 
woods and underbrush and by the flank in the road, until about 12 
m., driving the enemy before us. Arriving at an open field near Sa- 
bine Cross-Roads, were formed in line on the left of the road, and 
ordered to advance and take position on a hill and support Nims’ 
battery and two howitzers of Sixth Missouri Cavalry. Remained in 
position until about 4 p. m., when the enemy were reported moying 
to attack us. One company was thrown out as skirmishers, but was 
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soon compelled to fall back, the enemy appearing in view in force . 


and pouring a hot fire intothem. We held the position until the 
regiment on our right gave way, and then, being on the extreme 
left of the line of infantry, outflanked on both sides, and in immi- 
nent danger of capture, we were compelled to retire after all but 
one piece of the battery we were ordered to support was withdrawn. 
As we retired a destructive cross-fire swept through our ranks. 
Nearly all of the casualties (64 killed, wounded, and missing) 
were sustained by the regiment while endeavoring to hold its first 


position. Parts of the regiment were subsequently rallied under © 


their different officers, moved forward to the edge of the woods, and 
there did their utmost to stem the advance of the enemy, until their 
ammunition became exhausted and they were again forced to fall 
back, Subsequently the regiment was rallied in rear of the position 
held by the Nineteenth Corps, and remained until ordered to march 
back to Pleasant Hill, whtbh place was reached early on the follow- 


© We are now encamped. dase Sra ces Hina ‘ 
hs a have the honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully, ; 
Ai ie ES RATE GLE I SOU RO Se HL CRRETENT IN “tin aaa 
Major, Commanding. — en ‘i 


¥ Lieut. Henry P. Ayres, _ Mg 
. Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, ; ppt ay 


o No. 26.2%2 


R port of Capt. Daniel De Camp, One hundred and thirtieth Illinois ea 
~ Infantry, Second Brigade, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. Ae 


HEADQUARTERS 130TH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
teh Grand Encore, La., April 12, 1864. 

Str : In obedience to orders I beg leave to make the following re-- SA 
port: The One hundred and thirtieth Illinois left Natchitoches on. ae 
the morning of the 6th of April, by order of Col. J. W. Vance, com-- 
-~manding Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps,, 
marching as third regiment in brigade; went into camp in a pine: 
forest. Next morning started at 5.30a.m., by order of Colonel Vance,, 
and marched to Pleasant Hill, where we again encamped for the f 
night. The next morning started at 5.30 a. m., by order of Colonel ; 
Vance, and moved toward the front and formed line of battle with | 
the First Brigade between 1 and 2 p. m., where we remained until 
the charge. The order to advance was brought by Lieutenant 
Campbell, aide-de-camp to Colonel Vance; also the order-to retreat 


by same. 3 
DANIEL DE CAMP, ty 
Captain Company D, Commanding Regiment. | 
Lieutenant BEASLEY, - 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 27. 
Report of Capt. James R. Lynch, Forty-eighth Ohio Infantry, of en- 


y 


gagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


Hpgrs. FortTy-EIGHTH OHIO INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Grand EKcore, La., April 12, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that the regiment, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Col. J. W. Lindsey, left Natchitoches, by order of 
Colonel Vance, commanding Second Brigade, on the morning of the 
6th instant, at 7.15 o’clock, marched 18 miles, and went into camp at 
4.30 p.m. in pine woods. Moved forward, April 7, at 6 a. m.; 
reached Pleasant Hill at 2 p. m., having marched 17 miles. Left 
camp at Pleasant Hill at 5.30 a. m. of the 8th instant, and marched 
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ing Second Brigade. 
JAMES R. LYNCH, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. WILLIAM A. BEASLEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 28. 


Report of Lieut. Col. William H. Baldwin, Highty-third Ohio In- 
fansry, of engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


Hpgrs. EIGHTY-THIRD REGT. OHIO VOL. INFANTRY, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Eighty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under my com- 
mand from the time it left Natchitoches until the close of the battle 
of Sabine Cross-Roads : My regiment, together with the rest of the 
Fourth Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, by order of Col. W. J. 
Landram, commanding, left Natchitoches at 6.30 a. m. on Wednes- 
day, the 6th instant ; marched some 15 miles on the Pleasant Hill 
road, and encamped for the night. 

On the morning of the 7th, the division moved soon after 6 o’clock, 
and reached Pleasant Hill at 1.30 o’clock, a march of 19 miles, but 
by reason of a heavy shower the teams did not arrive until 7 o’clock 
in the evening. Friday, 8th instant, division was ordered to march 
at 5.30 o’clock, but my regiment was detailed as guard for the ammu- 
nition train, which did not leave till an hour later, and at noon the 
rear of the train had not advanced more than 6 or 7 miles. About 


12m. Captain Dickey, assistant adjutant-general, ordered me to’ 


assemble my regiment, which was disposed as guard through the 
train, and move to the front as fast as possible to support the 
balance of the division. I immediately started with the rear guard 
and assembled the regiment as I passed the train, and moved rapidly 


through the train and troops to the front about 8 miles; upon . 


arrival was ordered by Major Lieber, of General Banks’ staff, to 
move my regiment to the: right of the road diagonally toward the 
woods and form in line of battle. Immediately upon reaching the 
point designated, General Ransom ordered me to fix bayonets and 
advance in line of battle into the woods to support a battery. He 
conducted the regiment to its position, and ordered to stack arms 


2, oon a dail 


ter, by order of Colonel Vance, 2. m 
ers. At about 3 o’clock received a order fre 
ral Ransom to advance through the woods and ta. 3 a positi 
edge of the field to the right of the Ninety-sixth Ohio. The 
ny were advancing through the field in line of battle, and the — 
ment opened fire the moment they had gained the designated 
tion. There was no infantry to the right of the Highty-third. 
e enemy outflanked our line, and was closing in upon our Tight,; age 
when Captain , of General Ransom’s staff, ordered me to take _ 
the regiment from the right and move it by the left flank tosupport 
the center, which was wavering. I asked him, as we were outflanked | 
upon the right, to allow me to change the front of my regiment 
diagonally to the line of battle, and endeavor to hold my position 
-and protect the right, but he assured me that the last order must be 
_ obeyed, and I immediately moved my regiment by the left in good 
_ order to the position to which he guided me, but found that the line | 
we were to support, with the exception of a portion of the Chicago 
Mercantile Battery, had fallen Dace to the crest of the hill, to which 
line the regiment also fell back, by order of General Ransom. Here 
a stand was made, but after a short time were compelled to fall back 
with the cavalry and artillery over the crest of the hill, where we 
were supplied with ammunition. Under command of Lieut. Col. A. . 
-H. Brown, commanding the brigade, my regiment and the Ninety- 
sixth Ohio changed front perpendicular to the line of battle and 
advanced about 300 yards to the right of the line and threw forward 
skirmishers 50 yards, who were immediately engaged, when a line 
of rebels concealed among the bushes arose not more than 50 yards 
_ from the left flank of the line. The line, whose right flank we were 
endeavoring to protect, was falling back, and our two regiments, — 
under a front, flank, and reverse fire, were of no further service t6 
protect the line, and to avoid being surrounded fell back. -An 
- imperfect line was again formed, but soon broken by retreating 
cavalry. The same attempt was repeated, but with little suc- 
cess. After passing the line of battle of the Nineteenth Corps about 
400 men from my own and other regiments were formed in line and 
moved to the left of the road to support the line of battle. About 8 
_ o'clock the regiment was assembled at division headquarters, and at 
- 10 o’clock, by order of General Cameron, moved in the direction of 
Pleasant Hill. The loss of the regiment in killed, wounded, and 
missing was 3 officers and 26 men. 
I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 
W. H. BALDWIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Lieut. H.-P. AYRES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 29. 


Report of Capt. Joseph Leonard, Ninety-siath Ohio Infantry, of 
engagement at Sabine Cross-Roads. 
Hpgrs. NINETY-SIXTH REGIMENT OHIO VOL. INFTY., 
Grand Ecore, La., Apri 12, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that this regiment, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Col. A. H. Brown, left Natchitoches at 7.15 a, m., April 


j 
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« t . 5 I 
commanding Second Bri 


6, by order of Colonel Vance, c ude si- 
Be caticisaien behind the Eighty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer — 
Infantry, which was the first regiment of our brigade, the: First a 
_ Brigade of our division being in advance; marched 16 miles and 
wert into camp at 4.30 p. m. 1n pie woods. Left camp April 7, at — 


6a. m., our regiment in front of the division, by order of Colonel 


Vance, commanding Second Brigade, the Third Division, Thirteenth — 
_ Army Corps, in advance; reached Pleasant Hill and went into camp 
at 2p. m., having marched 19 miles. Left camp at Pleasant Hill at — 
6a, m. the morning of the 8th, our regiment in rear of brigade, by 


order of Colonel Vance; marched 5 miles; were halted, and our 
regiment ordered to remain behind and guard the ammunition train 
and Mercantile Battery, and advance with them when ordered for- 
ward. About 12 m. the regiment was ordered to the front by Cap- 
tain Dickey, assistant adjutant-general to General Ransom. After 
advancing rapidly about 4 miles, an order came from the rear from 
Captain White, chief of artillery on General Ransom’s staff, to halt 
the regiment and guard the battery as ordered by General Ransom. 


ade, our posi- | 
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Upon the return of Captain Dickey from ordering up the Highty- — 


third Ohio Volunteer Infantry we moved forward again under his 
orders, he assuring Lieutenant-Colonel Brown that Captain White 
was acting under former orders, and for us to be in front at the 
earliest moment practicable. Arriving in front we were assigned 
our position by General Ransom in person, upon the left of the 
Nineteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry. In about twenty minutes 
the EKighty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry arrived and was put in 
position on our right, with the Sixteenth Indiana Cavalry* in front. 
After remaining in that position a very few moments after the 
arrival of the Eighty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry we were ordered 
by General Ransom in person to advance, with skirmishers in front, 
to a fence in front of the cavalry. A few moments after our arrival 
at the fence the enemy in immense numbers made their appearance 
inour front. The regiment at once opened fire upon them, and after 
two attempts on their part to carry our position, drove them entirely 
from the field before us. In about fifteen minutes, and when the 
enemy had disappeared from our front, we were ordered to fall back 
by Colonel Vance, commanding Second Brigade, and had moved in 
good order about 150 yards to the rear, when a large body of the 
enemy that had turned the right flank of our first line were seen ad- 
vancing rapidly to interceptus. The regiment at once formed a line 
to confront them, delivered an effective volley, and was reloading, 
when an aide-de-camp gave peremptory orders to withdraw beyond 
the enemy’s advancing flank at double-quick, as the regiments on our 
left had already been cut off. This movement was carried out in as 
good order as the uneven ground would admit of, though for the 
entire distance we were exposed to an enfilading fire. At the crest 
of the hill we faced about on the line separating the cleared land and 
timber, and as Colonel Vance had received a severe wound in the 
breast and fallen into the enemy’s hand, Lieutenant-Colonel Brown 
assumed command of the brigade. Under his direction the further 
progress of the enemy was stubbornly disputed, and a battery consid- 
erably advanced from our lines, having become unserviceable and its 
safety endangered by the enemy’s near approach, was successfully re- 
moved under cover of our fire. It being evident that the rebels were 
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* Mounted infantry, 


JOSEPH LEONARD, 


Bix Lieutenant Ayrus, . 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 30. 


_ Reports of Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding 
_ detachments of Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps. 


y 


‘Heapquarrers Rep River EXpEpition, 
Alexandria, La., March 23, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 21st instant I~ 


_ ordered Brigadier-General Mower, with the First Division and 
Kighty-ninth [Indiana] Regiment, of the Third Division, with the 
Ninth Indiana Battery, together with one brigade of General Lee’s 
cavalry, to make a reconnaissance up the Bayou Rapides to Hender- 
son’s Hill, some 24 miles distant, when he encountered the Second 
Louisiana Cavalry and captured a portion of it, with a battery of four 


guns, with caissons, horses, and equipments complete. Number of . 


prisoners taken about 275, 20 of the number officers, with 150 horses. 
Our loss very slight. Iwill make a more complete report as soon as 
possible. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. J. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Commanding Department of the Tennessee. 


P. S.—General Lee, commanding the cavalry, is the only portion 
of General Banks’ army yet arrived. General Franklin is within 
two days’ march, with the infantry and artillery. General Banks 
is looked for hourly from New Orleans by the river. The river is 
now rising, and I hope we will be able to ascend it with our gun- 
boats and transports soon after the arrival of the forces ye below. 
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Hpgrs. MiniraRy Division OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Saint Louis, Mo., November 1, 1865. 


General J. A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff to Lieutenant-General_ Grant, 
Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit you herewith the very 
interesting report of Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, with sub-reports and 
statistics of the operations of his command up Red River, La., in 


pat by a vigorous | 
an 


Captain, Commanding. — a 
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the spring of 1864. By its date 
ut now the report is full, satisfactory, 


showing it to the lieutenant-general, I beg you to file it with the 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 
Iam, with great respect, 


; 2 


W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 26, 1865. 


. GENERAL: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to s 
report in full, as follows, the operations of the detachments of the | 


Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, under my command, form- 
ing a part of the Red River expedition in 1864. Partial reports were 
made and forwarded to Maj. ere N. P. Banks from time to time, 
including lists of casualties and captures. The troops under my 
command, consisting of five regiments of infantry of the First Divis- 
ion, Sixteenth Army Corps, under the immediate command of Brig. 
Gen. Joseph A. Mower, ten regiments of infantry and two batteries 
of light artillery of the Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps (my 
own division), and six regiments of infantry and one battery of light 
artillery from the Seventeenth Army Corps, under the command of 
Brig. Gen. Thomas Kilby Smith, left Vicksburg at 6 p. m. on the 
10th day of March, 1864, on transports, pursuant to orders from you, 
which were in effect as follows: 

To proceed with the command to the mouth of the Red River, 
where I would find Admiral Porter with a portion of the Mississippi 
Squadron to convoy my fleet up Red River, and after conference 
with him to proceed to Alexandria, La., and report to Maj. Gen. N. 
P. Banks, commanding Department of the Gulf, reaching Alexan- 
dria, if possible, on the 17th of March, from which point Major-Gen- 
eral Banks would assume the command and direction of the expedi- 
tion in person. 

On arriving at the mouth of the Red River, at about 12 m., March 
11, 1864, a dispatch was received from Major-General Banks, stating 
that the heavy rains had so delayed his column that he would not 
be able to reach Alexandria before March 21, 1864. On conferring 
with Admiral Porter, I learned that Fort De Russy, a strong fort on 
the right bank of Red River, equidistant from the mouth of Red 
River and Alexandria, and mounting ten guns, had been garrisoned 
by the enemy and which it would be necessary to take before we 
could proceed to Alexandria. It was therefore deemed best to act 
against it in conjunction, the army in the rear by land and the navy 
by river. Leaving the mouth of Red River at about 12 m., March 
12, 1864, we proceeded up Red River to the mouth of the Atchafalaya 
Bayou; thence with the transports down the Atchafalaya Bayou to 
Simsport, a point on its right bank near the mouth of Bayou De 


Glaize and 30 miles by land from Fort De Russy, reaching Simsport 


at about 5 p. m. of the same day. 

On the morning of the 13th, I sent out the two divisions of the Six- 
teenth Army Corps, under command of Brig. Gen. J. A. Mower 
with directions to move out about 5 miles on the Fort De Russy road, 
capture or disperse any parties of the enemy in that vicinity, and 
gain all the information possible of the state of the roads and posi- 
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ou will perceive that General — 
Smith did not make the hae till quite recently, in pursuance of 
- my-request made in person, ( : 

and completely fills up a gap in the history of the period. After — 
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Directing General Thomas Kilby Smith, who was at the rear of my 
column, to keep well closed up and watch carefully the left flank 
and rear, I at once moved forward toward Fort De Russy, leaving 


~ General Walker and his command on the left. 


_ On arriving near the fort I found that it was occupied by a garri- 
son of about 350 men. I therefore halted my column 14 miles from 
the fort, and, after covering my left flank and rear from any attack 
that Walker could possibly make, directed General Mower to ad- 

vance with the First and Second Brigades of the Third Division, 
Sixteenth Army Corps, in line of battle, with skirmishers thrown 
well to the front, followed by the Third Brigade within supporting 
distance. As soon as the line came within sight of the fort the 
enemy opened upon it with five pieces of artillery from the fort, 
doing, however, but little execution. Their guns on the land side 
all being en barbette, the skirmishers of the Second Brigade soon 
silenced them. At about 6.30 p. m. the order to charge was given, 
and the First and Second Brigades advanced under a scattering fire 
from the enemy, whose infantry were kept down by my skirmishers, 
and scaled the parapet within twenty minutes from the time the 
order to charge was given. The enemy then surrendered, . Our loss 
was 3 killed and 35 wounded; total, 38. Full lists of casualties and 


captures accompany this report. We captured 319 prisoners, 10 


pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of ordnance and ordnance 
stores, marching during the day 26 miles, bridging a bayou, and 
capturing the fort before sunset. Among the pieces of artillery 
taken were two 9-inch Dahlgren guns, which were captured by the 
enemy, one from the steamer Indianola and one from the Harriet 
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arrive until 
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would nearly level it. The magazines, which were bomb-proof and 
four in number, were totally destroyed by blowing them up with a | 
portion of the powder captured. The casemates were destroyed by 
piling wood under them and burning them down, the iron bending 
with the heat. Before they were burned the gun-boat Essex tested 
their strength with a 100-pounder Parrott at a distance of about 300 
yards, firing three shots. The projectile in each case cut through 
the iron plating, but was stopped by the oak backing. The two 6- 
pounder iron guns were also destroyed by bursting. On the morn- 
ing of the 18th, I left with the remainder of my command for Alex- 
andria, at which place we arrived about 5 p. m. same day. 
General Mower, upon his arrival on the 16th, found the place had 
' been evacuated but a few hours before, the enemy retreating toward 
Natchitoches. He took possession of three pieces of artillery and 
some ordnance stores, which the enemy had not time to remove. 
My instructions being to report to Major-General Banks at this 
place J disembarked my command and went into camp, he not havy- 
ing arrived. On the morning of the 19th, 100 cavalry, sent forward 
with dispatches from the advance of the land column of General 
Banks’ command, arrived. On the 20th, the Cavalry Division of his 
command, under command of Brig. Gen. A. L. Lee, arrived and 
went into camp, and the same day Brigadier-General Stone, chief of 
staff, with a portion of the staff of Major-General Banks, came by 
river. Learning that a portion of General Dick Taylor’s command 
were in the vicinity of Henderson’s Hill, on Bayou Rapides, about 22 
miles from Alexandria, on the direct road to Natchitoches, I directed 
Brigadier-General Mower to take the First Division, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, one, regiment of infantry and one battery of light artillery 
from the Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, and the First Bri-. 
gade, Cavalry Division, of General Lee’s command, and proceed to 
Henderson’s Hill, dislodge the enemy from that position, and send 
forward his cavalry to Red River, clearing all the country between 
Bayou Rapides and Red River. Leaving Alexandria on the morning 
of the 21st, General Mower reached the vicinity of Henderson’s Hill 
the same night and found it occupied by the enemy with both cav- 
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took tw 8 of infantry, one section.of the ba 
nd' the Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry and made a detour 

he left under cover of the darkness and came in on their rear. 

Here, capturing a courier who had been sent from the hill with 


_ dispatches for General Dick Taylor, he succeeded in obtaining the 
_ countersign, and learning from the dispatches that there was only — 
_ one regiment of cavalry and one battery of artillery on the hill he 
_ moved forward and completely surprised the whole force, capturing — 
them in detail at their camp-fires without a shot being fired. The 
_ regiment was the Second Louisiana (rebel) Cavalry, with horses and 
equipments, and Edgar’s battery of light artillery, of four pieces, all 
complete, the prisoners numbering 262. The detachment making 
_ the capture had marched that day over 30 miles through rain and 
mud. On the morning of the 22d, General Mower returned with 
his command to Alexandria. 7 a 


On the 26th, General Banks having arrived, I was directed by him 


. to march my command to Cotile Landing and await the arrival of our 


transports, it being considered dangerous to attempt to take them over 
the falls with the troops on them. I arrived with the command at 
Cotile Landing on the 28th; embarked the troops as the transports 
arrived, and on the 2d of April proceeded up the river, with orders to 
report to Major-General Banks at Grand Ecore. Arrived at Grand 
EKeore on the 3d, and was ordered by Major-General Banks to be in 
readiness to leave for Shreveport by land on the 7th instant, and to 
send the transports with all surplus subsistence stores, baggage, &c., 
with sufficient guard, by water to the mouth of Loggy Bayou; at that 
point to await further orders. I accordingly detached Brig. Gen. 
iisknad Kilby Smith with his Seventeenth Corps for duty with the 
boats, and directed him to consult with Admiral Porter as to the 
time and manner of starting. I left with the two divisions of the Six- 


_ teenth Corps on the 7th instant, bringing up the rear of the land 


column. General T. Kilby Smith also left on the same day with the 
transports, and his report of this part of the expedition is herewith 
submitted. Moving toward Pleasant Hill in the rear of the land 
column, the trains of the cavalry, Thirteenth, and Sixteenth Corps, 
all being in front of me, and the roads very bad, my progress was 
consequently slow. We kept well closed up, however, on the train, 
and envamped on the night of the 7th about 8 miles from Grand 


= 


Ecore. Moving forward at daylight on the morning of the 8th, we | 


encamped at night about 2 miles from Pleasant Hill, having marched 
about 21 miles. Heard heavy cannonading in front during the after- 
noon, and sent forward word to General Banks my exact position, 
‘and also stated that if he desired I could pass the train with a por- 
tion or all of my command. Soon after I learned that the cause of 
the cannonading was an attack by the enemy upon the cavalry and 
the Thirteenth Army Corps, which were in the advance about 8 miles 
beyond Pleasant Hill, and whom the enemy had repulsed and totally 
routed, capturing their artillery and wagons, and with a loss of 
nearly one-half the Thirteenth Corps, and that the enemy were 
only checked by night and the Nineteenth Corps. Ordering my men 
to bivouac upon their arms, and throwing out pickets to their flanks 
and rear, we rested until morning, when, by permission of General 
Banks, I moved forward to Pleasant Hill and formed line of battle 
across the Mansfield road, During the night and morning the re- 
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_ Army Corps arriving, passe 
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in the morning they, wiih the trains, were ordered to proceed imme- 


diately to Grand Ecore, leaving on the field part of the Nineteenth 


formed as follows: First Brigade of General Emory’s command of 


P _ the Nineteenth Corps on the extreme right and right flank, the Third 
2s Eat First Divisions, Sixteenth Army Corps, on the right and left 


center, and the remaining troops of the Thirteenth Corps on the ex- 
treme left and left flank, my right lapping a brigade on Emory’s 
left and about 400 yards in its rear. he Second Brigade, Third 


- Division, Col. William T. Shaw commanding, was ordered early in 


the morning to report to Brigadier-General Emory, and was ‘sta- 
‘tioned in front of the center of his command. 


The enemy’s skirmishers appeared on Colonel Shaw’s front about 
noon, and there was desultory skirmishing at different parts of the 
line until about 4.30 p. m., when the enemy made his attack on the 
right center, driving in the outposts and the brigade of the Nine- 
teenth Corps in my front through my line, they reforming in my 


rear. Advancing my line slightly to be able to close with and sup- : 


port Shaw’s brigade, the battle immediately became general. The 
enemy had been re-enforced during the afternoon with two divisions 
of infantry from Price’s command, and their troops, flushed with 
their success of the previous day, seemed determined to break 
through our line, charging it with desperate energy, Fearing that 


= and two divisions of the Sixteenth Army Corps. Line of battle was 


= 


\ GN. : oa} 
oS $e rene te ee Sap 
ally enveloped, I directed him to fall 
nd connect with eat In the mean time the enemy’s | 
right had advanced beyond my extreme left and were taken in flank — 

and rolled up by the First Brigade, Third Division, Col. William F. 
Lynch commanding. Seizing the opportunity I ordered a charge 
_by the whole line, and we drove them back, desperately fighting, 
‘step by step across the field, through the wood, and into the open 
field beyond, fully a mile from the battle-field, when they took 
_ advantage of the darkness and fell back toward Mansfield thoroughly = 
_ whipped and demoralized. In the charge we captured nearly 1,000 ae 
ate five pieces of artillery, and sixcaissons. The artillery was 
_ brought off, but the caissons were left until morning. The casual- 
ties in my command were as follows: Killed, 98 ; wounded, 529; 
- missing, 124; total, 751.* A large proportion of the missing were of 
the Thirty-second lowa, which was on the left of Shaw’s brigade, z 
and were nearly surrounded in the early part of the battle during 
the enemy’s first charge. The loss of the enemy in killed was un- 
usually severe. . 
A brigade of cavalry which charged Shaw’s brigade in the early 
part of the action were almost annihilated, he allowing them to ap- 
_ proach within 50 yards before opening fire. The prisoners captured 
_ were many of them from Missouri regiments, belonging to the divi- 
_ sions that had re-enforced the enemy during the engagement. The 
_ darkness compelled us to cease pursuit. 
_. Anticipating the order to follow up our success by a vigorous pur- 
_ suit, the next morning I sent the Third Brigade, Third Division, 
Col. R. M. Moore commanding, about 24 miles out on the road taken 
by the retreating enemy, with orders to watch their movements and 
gain all the information possible, and fell back with the remainder 
of my command and bivouacked in line on the field of battle. The 
opinion of Major-General Banks as to the action of the command 
_ and its results may be gathered from his own words to me on the 
field just after the final charge, when, riding up to me, he remarked, 
shaking me by the hand, ‘“‘God bless you, general ; you have saved 
the army.” 1 
About 12-0’clock on the night of the 9th, I received orders from 
General Banks to have my command in readiness to move at 2 o’clock 
in the morning, and at that hour to withdraw them silently from 
the field and follow the Nineteenth Army Corps back to Grand 
Kcore, making such disposition of my troops and trains as would 
enable me to repel an attack on the rear of the column. I repre- 
sented to him that the dead of my command were not buried, 
and that I had not the means of transporting my wounded; that 
many of the wounded had not yet been gathered in from the field, 
.and asked of him permission to remain until noon the next day to 
give me an opportunity to bury my dead and leave the wounded as 
well provided for as the circumstances would permit. I also urged 
the fact that General Thomas Kilby Smith’s command, then 30 miles 
above-us on transports in the river, would undoubtedly be captured 
and the transports lost if left to themselves. The permission to re- 
main was, however, refused and the order to move made peremptory. 
I therefore provided as well as possible for the wounded, left med- 
ical officers to attend to them, and moved at the designated hour, 
following the Nineteenth Corps. We reached Grand Kcore on the 


\ * But see revised statement, p. 313. 


ng ‘been made by the 


evening of the 11th, no attack on the rear havi 
‘enemy, and went into camp. On the evening o 


_ river, I marched up with two brigades of my command on the north 
bank of the river to help them through, if possible, crossing the 
river at Grand Ecore at about 4 p.m. We reached Campti, 12 miles 
above, the same night and met a portion of the fleet there, they hav- 
ing by energy, good judgment, and rare good fortune succeeded in 
running the batteries and land forces of the enemy without the loss 
of a boat, though some were completely riddled with shot. The 
report of Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith accompanies this, and you are 
also respectfully referred to the report of Rear-Admiral D. D. Por- 
ter, already on file. On the 14th, I returned to Grand Kcore with 
the rear of the fleet. ; 

Pursuant to orders from Major-General Banks, after placing a 
proper guard on each of my transports, with directions for them to 
proceed down the river to Alexandria, I moved with the remainder 
of my command on the 20th to Natchitoches. Occupying this place as 

a point de resistance with my troops, the remainder of General Banks’ 
forces passed between us and the river, continuing the retreat to 
Alexandria. 

On the morning of the 21st, I left Natchitoches and fell in the rear 

‘of the land column, which position I occupied with my command, 


the 13th, nothing © 
having been heard from a portion of our transports save that they — 
. had been attacked with infantry and artillery upon both sides of the 


alternating the divisions day by day until we reached Alexandria. , — 


From the day of, our leaving Natchitoches, the enemy pushed the 
pursuit vigorous! ; the rear was skirmishing every day and nearly 
all day. Twice during the march we were obliged to form line and 


teach them a lesson. At Cloutierville, on the 23d, they charged the ~ 


rear division, General T. Kilby Smith’s, but he repulsed them neatly 
and thoroughly after about an hour’s fighting. During this engage- 
ment in the rear, the advance, having reached Cane River, found 
the bluffs on the other side occupied by a small force of the enemy, 
who disputed the crossing. Although the cavalry, Thirteenth, and 
Nineteenth Corps, were in advance of me, and notwithstanding 
the engagement with the enemy’s cavalry in the rear, General Banks 
sent back an order for me to send General Mower with a strong bri- 
gade to force the passage of Cane River. Fearing to weaken my line 
during the engagement, I answered him in substance that it would 
be impracticable for me to comply with the order. Later in the day 
the passage was easily forced by detachments of the Thirteenth and 
Nineteenth Corps. On the afternoon of the 26th, we reached Alex- 
andria and went into camp in line of battle, the Nineteenth Corps on 
the right, the Thirteenth Corps in advancé of the center, and my 
command on the left. We remained in the vicinity of Alexandria 
in the same relative position until the 13th of May, the interim being 
occupied in getting the gun-boats over the falls and daily skirmishing 
with the enemy. 

On the 28th of April, the enemy having driven in the skirmishers 
of the Thirteenth Corps, the corps fell back reluctantly, in compli- . 
ance, it was said, with orders from Major-General Banks, three 
times repeated, abandoning and setting on fire their camp and garri- 
son equipage, stores, and forage. Not knowing that it was done by 
order, I took the Second Brigade, Third Division, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, Col, William T. Shaw commanding, and put out the fire, 


the : May, the boats having passed the falls, the retreat 
again resumed, my command falling into its old place in the 
_ Continuing down the river as far as Fort De Russy, in order _ 
«to be at hand to prowet the boats if necessary, we reached the fort — 
on the night of the 14th. From this point the guards on the boats 
were considered sufficient to protect them, and they were therefore __ 
ordered around to Simsport, on the Atchafalaya Bayou, toward — 
which the land column was turned. On the 15th instant, whil 
crossing Avoyelles Prairie, a brigade of the enemy’s cavalry, with b 
about twelve pieces of artillery, appeared in front and attempted to 
delay and annoy the column. My command was ordered forward 
_into line on the right of the Nineteenth Corps, the Thirteenth Corps 
_ being on the extreme left. Line being formed, I sentCapt. William = 
S. Burns, acting assistant inspector-general of my staff, to report — 
the fact and ask for instructions, which were given him by Brig. 
Gen. William Dwight, chief of staff of Major-General Banks, in the mie 
_ following words: ‘‘Say to General Smith that the Thirteenth Corps 
will press their (the enemy’s) right. He with his command will a 
. attack their left, while with the Nineteenth Corps we pierce their ei) 
‘center.” ieee 
As the several commands moved forward in line to execute these 
instructions, the brigade of cavalry galloped away, taking their 
artillery with them. We reached the vicinity of Simsport on the 
_ 16th, skirmishing with the pursuing cavalry. Our boats being there, 
; a bridge was made of them across the Atchafalaya, and on the 17th, 
- 18th, and 19th, the Thirteenth and Nineteenth Corps and the cavalry 


a 


_ erossed the bayou. - 
~ On the 18th of May, while lying in line protecting the crossing of 
__ the other corps, the enemy made a severe attack on the lines, driv- 
- ing in the skirmishers. I was at the time at the landing, but had 
- left orders with General Mower, in case the enemy attacked, to use 
- whatever force was necessary to drive them back. He therefore 
ordered the line forward, driving them easily for about 2 miles 
across an open field and through a briar thicket, thickly interspersed — 
with dead trees on the other side, beyond which he found them 
drawn up in force far outnumbering his, with about twenty pieces | - 
of artillery posted to support them. Withdrawing to the edge of 
the first field General Mower formed line, concealed by the thicket, 
and bringing his artillery up to close range awaited their advance. 
They soon came, when, after giving them a few rounds of canister 
and case-shot, he ordered a charge with the bayonet, repulsing them 
with terrible slaughter and driving them again through the thicket 
into the field beyond under protection of their artillery. 
Withdrawing to his old position near the thicket they charged 
him again, and were a second time driven back with severe loss. The 
firing during thesecond chargeset the thicket on fire, so that it formed 
a barrier impassable for either party. Withdrawing his troops to the 
open field, General Mower sent those that had been the heaviest 
engaged to their camps and formed a new line with the remainder, 
who bivouacked in line during the night. We captured 156 pris- 
oners in the charge. Our loss was: Killed, 38 ; wounded, 226 ; miss- 
ing, 3; total, 267. Lists of: casualties and captures are herewith 


Stoned! with reports of brigade and division commanders. i 
further attack was made, and pursuit by the enemy stopped from 


oa 


this day. 


‘I crossed the bridge on the 20th, bringing up the rear, and marched 


to Red River Landing, on the seriage tion oot whither our boats had _ = 


been sent, and reported, by order of Major-General Banks, to Maj. 


Gen. E. R. 8. Canby for further orders, and was by him directed to+- — 


proceed to Vicksburg with my command, which I did, reaching that 
place on the 23d of May, having been gone seventy-four tie 

The results of the expedition may be summed up as follows: I 
captured with my command 22 pieces of artillery, 1,757 prisoners, 
and Fort De Russy, with a strong casemated battery, which the gun- 
boats would not have been able to pass. My. loss was 153 killed, 849 
wounded, and 133 missing; total, 1,135; also 1 6-mule wagon. My 
entire command numbered originally 9,200. 

Of the general officers attached to my command I cannot speak 
too highly. Brig. Gen. (now Maj. Gen.) J. A. Mower, by his per- 
ception and prompt action at Fort De Russy, Henderson’s Hill, and 
Pleasant Hill, and by his gallantry and skill at Yellow Bayou, near 
Simsport, May 18, has won the right to a high estimate and posi- 


tion in the annals of the war. Quick perception, ready courage, an 


abundant vitality, added to skill and education, give him the power 


‘to sway men asif by magnetism. Brig. Gen. Thomas Kilby Smith, 


with excellent judgment and skill, brought the boats safely through 
the intricacies and shoals of Red River back to Grand EKcore, 
although continually under fire. His repulse of the cavalry charge 
upon his division at Cloutierville was well and neatly done. I 
commend him as a gallant officer and gentleman. I had hearty and 
energetic co-operation on the part of my brigade commanders, two 
of whom, Col. 8. G. Hill, Thirty-fifth Iowa, and Col. William F. 
Lynch, Fifty-eighth Illinois, were severely wounded. Col. William 
T. Shaw, Fourteenth lowa, commanding brigade, proved himself an 
excellent officer and rendered invaluable service at Fort De Russy, 
Pleasant Hill, and Yellow Bayou. He is a brave, energetic, and in- 
telligent officer. ; 
To all the officers and men of the command praise is due for their 
cheerful, enduring, and ready obedience. Hach and all the officers 
of my staff were untiring and active in their respective duties. I 
am much indebted to their intelligent action and ready appreciation 
of the situation. Arms, eyes, and heads seemed their main attri- 
butes during the whole campaign. I add their names as a matter of 
record, as their well-deserved promotion has overtaken all who are 
now in service: Capt. John Hough, assistant adjutant-general ; 
Capt. William 8. Burns, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, acting assistant 
inspector-general ; Capt. J. J. Lyon, Twenty-fourth Missouri In- 
fantry, judge-advocate; Surg. N. R. Derby, medical director, 
wounded May 18; Maj. E. A. Warner, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, 
provost-marshal ; Capt. Ross Wilkinson, aide-de-camp ; Capt. Sam- 
uel Caldwell, Eighth Illinois Infantry, acting aide-de-camp ; Lieut. 
George W. Fetterman, Fifteenth U.S. Infantry, assistant commis- 


sary of musters; Lieut. John B. Pannes, Seventeenth New York — 


Infantry, ordnance officer. 
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant. 
A. J. SMITH, : 


Major- 
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN. yor-General. 


Noe 
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ADDENDA. 


"Return of Casualties in the detachment of the Sixteenth Army Corps, commanded 
ae Gen. Andrew J. Smith, U. S. Army, at. en Hill, La., April 9, 


1 


[Compiled from nominal list of casualties.] 


Captured 
Killed. | Wounded. | ( esi: 


Command. 


Enlisted men. 
Enlisted men, 


FIRST AND THIRD DIVISIONS. 


a 


Brig. Gen. Josep A. Mower. 
7 First Division. 
7 Second Brigade, Col. Lucius F. Hubbard: 
Bi BET HeP PETIA OIE? Gress tool, fron a IN een oon SP vio Oe chase oo eire tee de cle eee 
5th Minnesota 
8th Wisconsin 
¢ obaleen epee: Mae tee crt Dae te te aie Ie 
; Third Brigade, Col. Sylvester G. Hill: 
SSP TO Wa Oe scs ea Boek oo ae Sees at caine ee Mec ae 1 5 3 yl ae 1 64 
SU MISSOUES: D rare lee oes wae en oP LUE Ree eet reat 3 1 16 
; ° |_—_———_| ——— 2 ——_ 
SEMEN ASSO a Pe 1 80 
Potal Mirst Division. <.cosce cscs wots mete eee oan 1 8 90. 
Third Division. 
First Brigade, Col. William F. Lynch: 
PSE P OES ae ate aier crates ected a oan es oc a Ss v'eswiee sarcie~eisims 1 hel ee Pire, BUsioc asc lao be 36 
TAHT Set DH ETE VSR espe irs ney os oS ae oe are blr aeats Bic ate breaks 3 
BUSAN Ae comarca let chia otc ils CRS earn ee ae wale [We widen. 6 2 Bi Sos 2 58 
ROME et es Oa ere ce cine 5 Senate relaare =: siaees 1 11 2 to (aa eres 2 97 
Second Brigade, Col. William T. Shaw : 
UAT TOL OW eharece mi eter tiene, «ica ar howd op satale ae moet 5 14 1 GOA Sees 9 89 
ReRUN TONED saree aaa pare asc cep tee care pe eecninte wistell Bi nlagere-> 4 5 A hee pregeee 14 88 
ECL OUR Sar Ee ta kc tel. « wren’ Sic) pa ales eee eect d. Scie 2 33 5 110 2 58 210 
ATM ANTIBSOUIN Ch .. Sateicin cats « a !ebiens.s, op cepataeteniaantte is 7a isi pls 1 8 3 Cate Kereickee 7 96 
PUA ee eee arenes p Be See tina sr pean eee abst diate SR she Takeo. 8 59 14 312 2 88 483 
Third Brigade, Col. Risdon M. Moore: 
AGO MAOIs Sis) ele ce 2 came dap eeea ieee peiciaroere eit tes nian = 8 1 O33 a sesame es 11 49 
117th Illinois. ..... De a pe a eee Pe SL OA MO NEL ta vac Phe, wig jared vatn’e) init be! ha sera te aves Aue ore ham Rate 
TT SEBSINO WY Ol Ker se c-c «ate tana ay Seer SAGAS le eee ne nk ecole 2 5 Yigal foe Tene ve 31 
IP OG AN ao PPS Farusst ltin oi css sna bona Retr acas or alata ital diac teig ols teats: af icials hes 10 6 BB ee 18 80 
ROCA EAD tC eP Ny LSIOW ia ts cctarege?icla afl cta,2- gialeds o2a's(S vat once a 9 80 22 | 439 2| 108| 660 
Artillery. 4 
InGianga EACH, SA. BaAbber ys se cpa eis te ctate a cect = epayaid sfejere < aieiate ol|isveiese,s = fe'a cinyereiffale'o saat Oa anee Pees 3 
Ms teal eet oI cet en oe a OE ce 10| 88) 26] 514) 2] 113] 753 


aNon-veterans, Eighth and Twelfth Iowa attached. 
6 Non-veterans, Eleventh Missouri attached. 

c Non- veterans, Fifty-second Indiana attached. 

d Non-veterans, Twenty-first Missouri attached. 
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32-pounder rifle... .. : : - retin tater. cea 
2-pounder smooth-bor a : om 
ounder carronades 


i 
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PATE BCH OD: 
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pounder howitzers, iron... . - eee Fabielts ete tee Aeros sie) P esate Om. mL | Senta 

POADOUMEEES Gait y-aiiciot tele eCal me wiat mee igteln went ses eesisic cae edhe nininenel p 4 2 
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_ Artillery carriages : - 2 

~~ 9-inch Dahlgren barbette.......... tee eer eS Sans Saintes # aie ce Sn ee isdareso } 


~ 
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9-inch Dahlgren casemate. ........-....0. 002202 senescence eee ieeae 25 8 eee ee ee eee | 
32-pounder barbettes.......5.2....+--200-5 : Gate telus eens Be ses ol REA 
O4-HOUNCEE DAT DELEES. 45.0-4~ 05.5 -ne en neue Nabus pean aenestaemeg rene visas OU eet streak 
12-pounder howitzers... ... REE Ree he card esti oos Sire iatste atath Met tere sien ; 2) 
Pies) ie pounder HOWINZEr CAISSON Se Jsde. ho ya's sae soos aolee ols s clalesia ae elven tere 2 
ae 6-pounder field and caissons .... 2.23.6... seen gece eecccee ere c cere 21 5 
_ Small-arms : i ; 
MMe ene ERLE = (0 ajc i1dera: hassim eiale o.com) se mipietbe nivel dele clon Ste sap apes ieee BOshes ease iis otneieve 56. 
oF _ Muskets,smooth-bore...... ....... eleie dy see eee ae nS (gl Bias ae: | tek saute 5 ks en 
2 <a By First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army Corps, and First Brigade, Cavalry Division, Depart- — a 
ment of the Gulf. 3 ; ' 
Abstract from nominal lists of prisoners captured by Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith’s 
: ee ‘ command in the Red River campaign. 7 
ra] , f 
aes ' 5 
) Place and date. z 3 Corps, regiments, etc., represented. 
4 . 3) 2 
g a 
. o | g 
‘Fort De Russy, March 14...........-- Dalia Sone C.S. Engineers. 
POE erecre C.S. Quartermaster’s Department. 
yay 2]......| 1st Louisiana Artillery. 
1s EN Veh tei ESS Culms eae far tale | eos op 1 | 3d Louisiana Cavalry, Company H. 
4 25 | Crescent (Louisiana) Regiment. 
1 44 | Saint Martin’s Siege Battery. 
ek ote 3 | Cassidy’s cavalry. 
peters 1| 8th Texas, non-commissioned staff. 


3 42 | 11th Texas, Company A. 
5 | 13th Texas, Company E. 
3 19 | 14th Texas, regimental staff, and Company G. 
3 30 | 16th Texas, Companies A,B, E,and TI. 1 
1 39 | 17th Texas, Companies A, B, D, E, G, I, and K. 
1 21 | 18th Texas, Company H. 
3 32 | 19th Texas, Companies A and H. 
2! 19} 22d Texas, Company E. 
SAC 11 | 28th Texas Cavalry, Companies D and I. 


Henderson’s Hill, March 21 .......... | sR y ame Staff of Major-General Taylor. 
ita ater C.S8. Artillery. : 
15 | 192 | 2d Louisiana Cavalry. 
a gy |e Fines Crescent (Louisiana) Regiment. 
Bey 2 | 16th Texas Cavalry, Company G. 
4 45 | Edgar’s battery. 
POLAR pats el axis vines =o s.0 ee siete 22 | 239 
¥" Grand €0t@ke tages «os ose 0 no 47 | 531 


* Statement of ammunition, equipments, implements, &c., omitted, 
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moved on the 21st instant, with the Second and Third Brigades of — 
_ the First Division, the Eighty-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, — 
_and the Ninth Indiana Battery, from the Second Brigade, Third — 
Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, together with First Brigade of | 
General Lee’s cavalry, up Bayou Rapides to Henderson’s Hill, 24 . 
miles distant, where [ encountered and captured a portion of the — 
Second Louisiana Cavalry and Edgar’s (Texas) battery of four guns, — 
_ with caissons, horses, and equipments. The number of prisoners’ — 
_ taken, about 275, with 150 horses. Our losses very slight. I will — 
make a more complete report as soon as possible. Sees 
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient == 


servant, 

aed ' » JOS. A. MOWER, — 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 

; Capt. J. Houau, am ve 

 *— Assistant Adjutant-General. Mie oes 


Hpagrs. First AND THIRD Dtivs., 16TH ARMY CoRPS, 
\ Alexandria, La., March 24, 1864. 

; CapTaIn: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with — 
- orders received from General A. J. Smith, I moved out from Alex- 
~ andria on the morning of the 2Ist instant for the purpose of driving 

the enemy from Henderson’s Hill, where they were reported to have — 
an outpost. The expedition consisted of the Second Brigade, First 
Division, Colonel Hubbard commanding; the Third Brigade, First 
Division, Colonel Hill commanding; the Eighty-ninth Regiment 
Indiana Infantry Volunteers, and the Ninth Indiana Battery ; also 
a brigade of cavalry under Colonel Lucas, of the Sixteenth Indiana 
Mounted Infantry, that regiment forming a portion of his command. 
_Asmall party of the enemy’s cavalry was met about 13 miles out 
from Alexandria, and rapidly driven by Colonel Lucas for 10 miles, 
when our advance came within range of the enemy’s battery, con- 
sisting of four field guns, in position on Henderson’s Hill. I di- 
rected the cavalry to annoy the enemy in front while I crossed a 
bayou with Colonel Hubbard’s brigade and the Sixteenth Indiana 
Mounted Infantry, of Colonel Lucas’ command, together with a sec- 
tion of artillery, for the purpose of getting in the enemy’s rear and 
capturing him. My guide, in endeavoring to take me by a near route 
to the rear of the hill, led me into a swamp which was impassable. 
I then found a road, which I followed, and from which I made my 
way to the enemy’s camp, where I captured about 250 prisoners, 200 
horses, and 4 guns, together with their caissons. The enemy were 
picked up in detail. The Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry were 
in advance until we came near the hill; they then moved off the 


2 ant adjutant-general, was the first man ‘that arrived at the 


~ 


| (Car, XLVI 


road on which the infantry advanced. Captain Sample, =r assist-. 
r 


first sec- 
tion of the enemy’s guns; their horses were harnessed and hitched. | 


> ~The Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry were in advance of the infantry, and 


came up with the guns immediately after Captain Sample, who him- 
self captured several small parties of the rebels. The Sixteenth In- 
diana Mounted Infantry claim to have captured the next section, — 
which was posted up the road ; none of them were there, however, 


~ when the Thirty-fifth Iowa arrived at the guns; the men of the Six- 


teenth Indiana may have been first at the guns and left them for the 
purpose of capturing prisoners. After capturing the battery and 
men, I recrossed the bayou and went into camp, having marched 
30 miles that day. On the morning of the 22d, I returned to Alex- 


~ andria. 


N 


' I would respectfully call attention to the conduct of Captain Sam- 
ple, my assistant adjutant-general, who, by his coolness and pru- 
dence, captured many squads of the enemy at their camp-fires without 
allowing them to firea gun. Also to the gallantry of one of my 
orderlies, Private Deacon J. Whittaker, Second lowa Battery, who, 


_ while carrying a dispatch, captured a rebel major and two privates 


and brought them in. I recommend him for promotion. No casual- 
ties to report. I send herewith an inventory of ordnance and ord-— 
nance stores captured.* A list of prisoners has already been for- 
warded. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. A. MOWER, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. First and Third Diws., 16th A. C. 
Capt. J. Houan, 

; Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. First AND THIRD Dtivs., 16TH ARMY CoRPS, 
On Steamer Des Moines, March 31, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to the 
orders of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, I advanced on Fort De Russy on 
the 14th instant at 4.30 p.m. I made the following disposition of 
the troops : Colonel Shaw’s brigade on the right of the road, except- 
ing one regiment, the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, which was 
moved up on the left, the Third Indiana Battery near the road. 
While getting these troops into position the enemy opened fire, 
throwing shell and shrapnel. Colonel Lynch’s brigade was then 
put in position to the left and rear of the fort. I then moved 
forward the Twenty-fourth Missouri at a double-quick. This was 
the signal for the assault. The troopsadvanced in gallant style, the 
regiments vying with each other in their efforts to be the first in the 
enemy’s works. The regiments of Colonel Lynch’s brigade arrived 
at the works at the same moment with the Twenty-fourth Missouri, 
of Colonel Shaw’s brigade, but owing to their (the Twenty-fourth 
Missouri) meeting with a formidable abatis they did not get their 
colors on the works at the same moment. There was not, however 
a difference of half a minute in the time of planting the colors b : 
the different regiments. That part of Colonel Shaw’s brigade whic 
moved up on the right of the road encountered a bayou, which pre- 
vented their getting into the works as soon as the others. The sharp- 


*See p. 314. 


TMP pact tecty 


deem it my duty to mention the con 
wy staff, who rendered me most efficient and valuable aid in putting 
_ troops into position. He was always ready when his services were 


gade comma 
s with skill and cooln 
uct of Captain O’Donnell, o 


roo 


required, and was one of the first in the enemy’s works. We cap- 


_ tured 260 men, as well as a large amount of ordnance and ordnance — 


stores, among them ten guns, two of them 9-inch, one 32-pounder 


_ rifled and banded ; the others of smaller caliber. ; ab 
_ Tinclose herewith a list of killed and wounded ;* also a list of 


ordnance and ordnance stores captured. + 
Lam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Le JOS. A. MOWER, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. First and Third Divs., 16th A. C. 
Capt. J. Hoven, Pe . ) 
- Asst. Adjt. Gen., Red River Expedition. 


Hpgrs. First AND THIRD Divs., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 17, 1864. 
Captain: I have the hoxor to make the following report of the 
position and movements of the troops of my command in the en- 
gagement at Pleasant Hill, La., on the 9th instant: I inclose here- 


with a diagram,{ showing the position of my command at the com- 


mencement of the action. Colonel Shaw was detached in the morn- 


ing with his brigade, and ordered to report to General Kmory. The — 


- position of the troops in my line was as follows: Commencing with 
the right, Colonel McClure, with the Forty-seventh Iinois; on his 
left, the Ninth Indiana Battery; on the left of this was the One 

~ hundred and seventy-eighth New York, and in their front the Forty- 

ninth Illinois, both of Colonel Moore’s brigade. On the left of the 
One hundred and ‘seventy-eighth was the Thirty-third Missouri, of 
Colonel Hill’s brigade; on the left of this the Third Indiana Battery, 
six guns. This was supported on the left by the Highty-ninth Indi- 
ana, Colonel Murray commanding. On the left of the Kighty-ninth 


was a Vermont battery. To the left of this, and nearly at right. 


angles to the main line and facing outward, was the One hundred 
and nineteenth Illinois. Beyond, and to the right of the One hun- 
dred and nineteenth (as they were faced), was the Fifty-eighth 
Illinois. In front of my right was the left of General Emory’s di- 


vision. In front of my line was an open field, giving an excellent: 


opportunity for our artillery to do effective service. The enemy 
made his appearance on the opposite side of the field about 4\p. m., 
and advanced rapidly on my line. They charged as though confi- 
dent of success, but were repulsed by our troops, who withstood the 
charge with great firmness, and drove them back with great slaughter. 
The enemy made a stand at a ditch, which was about three-fourths 
of the width of the field from my original position. They lost 
largely in killed and in prisoners here, and were, after a desperate 
resistance, dislodged and driven back into the woods. After follow- 
ing the enemy some distance into the timber, a piece of artillery was 
opened upon my line, the fire coming from a point some distance to 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 8 killed and 38 wounded. 
+See p. 314, tSee p. 319, 


“my right and a little to: 
- right and swung my lef 
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now dark and I did not deem it prudent to advance any farther, as I 


--was unacquainted with the ground. I, however, proceeded to place 
my troops in such a position as to be able to attack the enemy on the 


flank should he remain until morning. In this I was occupied until 


after midnight; soon after I received your order to move my com- 
mand, at 3a. m., toward Grand Kcore. 


The troops in my command behaved gallantly. Captain Cocke- 


fair, Third Indiana Battery, did excellent service ; Captain Brown’s 


battery, Ninth Indiana, being masked by a battery and troops in its 
front, was unable to fire for some time after the action commenced ; 


?, Colonel Lynch, commanding the First Brigade, Third Division, hay- 


ing become separated from the balance of the command early in the 
action, advanced some distance in a direction to the left of the one 
in which I moved, and encountered a body of the enemy which he 


- drove a long distance, when, finding them on both his flanks, he re- 


tired, bringing off a number of prisoners. Colonel Moore and Col- 


onel Hill moved forward their respective commands with great stead- 


iness, and fought the enemy until dark. I refer you to the report of 
brigade commanders, which I herewith inclose for the particulars. 
The conduct of both officers and men was admirable, defeating as 
they did, in so short a time, the enemy, who were flushed with the 
victory of the previous day. The list of casualties has already been 


forwarded. * 


Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. A. MOWER, 
: Brigader-General, Commanding. 
Capt. J. Houan, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Detach. 16th and 17th Army Corps. 


Hpagrs. First anD TurirpD Divs., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Moore’s Plantation, May 4, 1864. 
GENERAL: A negro just escaped from the rebels states that they 
are in large force in our front ; says he heard their drums beating 
this morning, which shows conclusively that they have infantry. I 
tried to develop their forces yesterday, but did not succeed, and 
also attempted the same this morning, but failed. I do not deem it 
prudent to risk an engacement with a bayou in my rear. I have 
therefore taken a position north of the bayou, near Governor 
Moore’s residence. Had I had cavalry, I could have ascertained the 
strength of the enemy without bringing on a general engagement. 
The negro from whom I have obtained the above information states 
that he heard the rebels in their conversation with one and another 
talk boastingly of having 30,000 men. This is undoubtedly an ex- 
aggeration, yet I think it evident that they are largely superior to 
the force under my command. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. A. MOWER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM Dwiaut, Chief of Staff. 


* Embodied in addenda to Smith’s report, p. 818, 
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BATTLE FIELD AT PLEASANT HILL, LA. 


 -Apars. First AND ‘THIRD Divs., 16TH Army Corps, 6) 
On Steamer Des Moines, Vicksburg, Miss., May 23, 1864. 
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Caprain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general commanding the detachment of Red River expedition, that, 
in obedience to the orders received from him to the effect that if the 
enemy should pursue me I should attack and drive them back, I 
moved across Yellow Bayou at about 11 o’clock of the 18th instant, 


with Colonel Hill’s brigade, consisting -only of two regiments, the 


~s 


Thirty-third Missouri and the Thirty-fifth Iowa, and Colonel Lynch’s 
brigade, and Colonel Shaw’s brigade of the Third Division. I 
skirmished with the enemy about 2 miles, when I came toa dense 
thicket, which I penetrated and found the enemy in large force on 
the. opposite side of a field. They opened on my line with twelve 

ieces of rifled artillery. I had with me Lieutenant Tiemeyer’s 
biter of rifled guns, with the Third Indiana Battery and four 
smooth-bore guns of the Ninth Indiana Battery. I put Lieutenant 
Tiemeyer’s battery in position on the right of the line and the Ninth 
Indiana Battery near the left, having two regiments on the left of 
it for support. I had just got my line formed after passing through 
the thicket when the enemy moved upon us, coming in columns in 
mass on our left and in line of battle in our front. J immediately 
sent for two regiments of Colonel Shaw’s brigade, which had been 
held in reserve, but before they arrived the cavalry on my left flank 
were driven back, the enemy following them and getting in rear of 


my left flank. I immediately ordered the Third Indiana Battery . 


and the two regiments on the left of it to move in such a direction 
as brought them nearly at right angles with the balance of my line 
and facing the enemy, who were moving down on our flank. I 
also ordered the other portion of the line, which had driven the 
enemy in their front, to fall back so as to connect with the right 
of the troops, whose position I had changed. The troops on the 
left were now formed facing the woods. Just as they had got into 
position the two regiments of Colonel Shaw’s brigade, which 
were held in reserve and which I had previously sent for, came 
up, and I put them into position on the left. I then ordered the 
battery to be doubled-shotted with canister. The enemy on our 
flank were soon driven back, and with great slaughter. I then 
(after resting the men a few minutes and giving them an opportunity 
to replenish their ammunition) ordered another advance. I found 
that the enemy had made an advance and had entered the thicket, 
through which the main portion of my line had to pass. We en- 
countered them in the thicket, and a short but desperate struggle 
ensued, in which they were driven into and part way across the 
open field beyond, with great loss in killed and wounded and about 
160 prisoners. My left being exposed, the cavalry having been again 
driven back, I ordered my troops back to reoccupy their original 
position, the enemy first being driven from our left. I left a line of 
skirmishers in front of the thicket. The enemy did not attempt to 
make another attack. I have been since informed by the chaplain 
of the Fifty-eighth Illinois, who was captured a few days previous 
and afterward released, that the enemy acknowledged a loss in that 
engagement of about 600 killed and wounded. This, together with 
the prisoners captured by us, would make their loss nearly three 
times as great as our own. 


Too much praise cannot be given either to officers or men in meets 
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: S | ion. — the thickest of th " 
s hit rounded, and had his horse shot. Colonel Lynch, who | 
q had permission to visit the boats at the Atchafalaya, some 4 mil 
mt, on hearing the artillery immediately repaired to the field o 
attle, and rushing in with his usual impetuosity, was almost imme- _ 
iately wounded. The command of his aipade then devolved upon | 
nlonel Kinney, of the One hundred and nineteenth Illinois, who _ 
- fought his brigade emit) until his horse was wounded and fell ~ 
upon him, injuring him so that he had to retire temporarily from the _ 
field. The command then devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Craven, — 
_EKighty-ninth Indiana, who sustained the well-earned reputation of 
the brigade. Colonel Shaw handled his men with skill and coolness 
_ and aided in repelling the charge of the enemy on theflank and in 
_ driving them back. Iwill also mention Lieutenant Tiemeyer,Com- 
_ pany M, First Missouri Light Artillery, who did good execution, not- 
withstanding his battery was exposed toa galling firefrom theen- 
emy’s batteries, who at times concentrated their whole artillery fire = 
upon him. He deserves great praise for the manner in which he 
handled his guns. Captain Brown, of the Ninth Indiana Battery, 
although his guns were not able to reach the rifled guns of the en- 

-emy, poured a deadly fire into the masses of the enemy as they —s_ 
- charged on the left. a 

To the officers of my staff, Captain Sample and Lieutenants Chris- 

- tensen, Meagher, and O’Reilly, who rendered efficient aid in convey- 
ing orders along the line, under the heaviest of the fire,my sincere * — 
thanks aredue. The last two had their horses shot under them. is 
- A list of the prisoners captured, also a list of the casualties, have 
already been forwarded. I herewith inclose the reports of the bri- 
gade commanders. 

Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_. JOS. A. MOWER, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. 1st and 3d Dws., 16th Army Corps. 


Capt. J. Houaen, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Detach. 16th and 1%th Army Corps. 
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Report of Ool. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade, First Division, of engagement at 
Pleasant Hill, with itinerary of the brigade, March 1-May 24. 


Hpgrs. SEconD Briac., First Div., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

Caprain: In compliance with circular instructions of this date, 
from headquarters First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, I have 
the honor to make the following report of the part borne by my com- 
mand in the battle at Pleasant Hill, La., on the 9th instant : | But 
one regiment of the Second Brigade (the Forty-seventh Llinois In- 
fantry) was brought into action during the progress of the fight. 
That regiment was moved toward the front by order of General 

- Mower, at about 3 p. m., and placed in position as a support to and 
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upon the right of the Third In ery 


afforded an opportunity to deliver several | 
yanks of the assaulting columns. As the enemy was driven fromthe | 
field the Forty-seventh Illinois moved a few hundred yards to the | 

front, and remained in position until after dark, when ordered _ 
by me to rejoin the brigade. The Fifth Minnesota Veteran In- _ 


remained - 


-y, where it 
the attack of the enemy was finally ial eee and 
ral effective vol 


em is 
where it was — 
leys into the — 


aa 


fantry was posted early in the afternoon as a support to a picket — 
ona road communicating with the right of our line of battle, where _ 
it remained until after dark, not having beenengaged. The Kighth -— 


- Wisconsin Veteran Infantry was held in reserve, except four com- 


anies, which latter were posted as'a picket to the rear,.on the Grand 
core road. Shortly after dark I was ordered by General Mower to | 


move the Second Brigade to the front, where it was placed in posi- 
tion, and remained until the movement to the rear commenced. The 


' _ casualties of my command are 7 wounded and 3 missing, a list of 


which has already been forwarded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. F. HUBBARD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Diwision, 16th Army Corps. 


Itinerary of the Second Brigade, First. Division, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, March 1-May 24.* 


March 1.—The brigade left Canton, Miss., and marched via Black 


River bridge to Vicksburg. 

March 5.—Arrived at Vicksburg. Here the Eleventh Missouri 
Infantry received orders to report at Saint Louis, having re-enlisted 
as veterans, and the Second Iowa Battery was ordered to Memphis, 
Tenn. 

March 9.—The remaining three regiments of the brigade embarked 
for an expedition to Red River. 

March 10.—Left Vicksburg, passing down the Mississippi and up 
Red River into the Atchafalaya. 
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March 13.—ULanded at Simsport, La., and marched to Fort De 


Russy ; embarked and moved to Alexandria. 

March 21.—Marched to Henderson’s Hill. 

March 23.—Returned to Alexandria. 

March 26.—Marched via Bayou Rapides to Cotile Landing, La. 

March 27.—Arrived and went into bivouac. Total distance 
marched, 356 miles. 

April 1.—The brigade embarked on transports at Cotile Landing, 
La., and moved to Grand Ecore. 

Apri 3.—Arrived at Grand Ecore and disembarked. 

April 4.—Drove the enemy from the town of Campti. 
ae ?.—Left Grand Ecore; marched, 7th and sth, to Pleasant 

ill, La. 

April 9.—Engaged in the battle of Pleasant Hill. 

April 10 and 11.—Marched to Grand Ecore. . 

April 20.—Left Grand Ecore and marched via Natchitoches to 
Alexandria. 


*From returns for March, April, and May. 


May 14.—Marched ee Red River via Marksville and Simsport, 
iving at the mouth of Red River on the 21st, having Bctiede the: <3: 
emy on the 14th on Red River, on the 16th at Marksville, or Belle — 
_ Prairie, and on the 18th near Yellow Bayou. aly 
May 22.—Embarked and moved up the Mississippi. | ABS, 
5A ae 24.—Arrived at Vicksburg. Total distance traveled, 275 
miles. é ‘ 7 a 
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ne No. 33. 
Report of Maj. John C. Becht, Fifth Minnesota Infantry.. 


Hpgrs. FirtH MInnNEsota Ver. Vou. INFANTRY, 
; Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1864. eh’ 
CoLonEL: I have the honor to report,as briefly as possible, the =~ 
part taken by the Fifth Minnesota Veterans in the recent Red River 
expedition. Thisexpedition has been the most severeonein whichthe — 
regiment has ever been engaged. The fact that it failed intheac- 
complishment of its professed object and, in fact, suffered unaccount- 
- able disaster, made our exodus from the State of Louisiana, consum- : 
ing forty days, all the more irksome. On the 10th of March we left 
Vicksburg on board of transports and landed at Simsport, on: the 
Atchafalaya Bayou, on the 12th. Our brigade immediately initiated 
operations on the Red River by putting to rout General Scurry’s com- 
- mand, which was encamped near our landing. Theenemy withdrew |. 
to Fort Scurry, 3 miles distant, and not fancying the aspect of affairs 
as we approached in line of battle with fixed bayonets, he forsook 
his ite and beat a hasty retreat. We pursued him for 4 miles 
and succeeded in capturing his rear guard and 4 loaded wagons, 
and were then recalled to our boats. At 9 o’clock the same evening 
General Smith’s whole command took up the line of march for Fort 
De Russy, arriving there at 4 p. m. the next day, and by dusk had 
the fort and garrison in our possession. This fort was built with 
the best of engineering skill, and was well calculated for a small force 
to successfully resist a much superior besieging one. Our brigade 
during the day was the rear guard of the Sixteenth Army Corps, and 
came up only in time to form in the second line of battle and witness 
the glorious sight of our boys scaling the parapets, which were fully 
20 feet high from the bottom of the ditch. 
~ On the 15th, we re-embarked on the transports, which had followed 
us up the river, and took peaceable possession of Alexandria on the 
16th. On the 21st, our division, accompanied by a small force of 
General Banks’ cavalry, which had just arrived, made a reconnais- 
sance to Henderson’s Hill, 22 miles from Alexandria on the Shreve- 
port road. We made a forced march and found the enemy in a 
strong position. After a short demonstration in front we com- 
menced a flank movemént, crossed a bayou, and entered a pine for- 
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reached the enemy’s rear. We relieved his pickets, substituted our 


own, and took the camp by surprise. The enemy were looking for. 
their own re-enforcements, which they were hourly expecting. We — 


captured 1 four-gun battery with caissons and_ horses, including 80 
prisoners, the darkness covering the escape of the others. 
' Onthe 26th and 27th, we marched to Cotile Landing, which is above 


the Red River rapids, and 28 miles from Alexandria, and on the 7 


_ 2d of April again embarked and arrived at Grand Kcore on the 3d. 
In the mean time, General Banks had arrived at Alexandria and 
moved on in advance of us to Natchitoches. We remained in Grand 

-Keore four or five days, during which time we made several recon- 
naissances on the east side of the river, and encountered the enemy 
in several skirmishes. On the 4th, the regiment, with the Thirty- 
fifth Iowa, Colonel Hubbard commanding, was sent out on the double- 
quick to Campti, 5 miles distant, to the relief of our cavalry, which 
was being roughly handled. We found the enemy across a small 
bayou, sheltered in the large timber, and successfully resisting the 
persistent efforts of the cavalry to dislodge him. I immediately de- 


ployed my regiment on the right and left of the road, and moved | 


rapidly forward toward and across the bayou. The boys advanced 
~ with cheers and well-directed fire, which the rebels were not able or 
disposed to withstand. They withdrew, leaving behind their killed 
and wounded, who fell into our hands. On the 7th, with cheerful 
spirits, we took up the line of march for Shreveport, never once con- 
sidering the possibility of a failure to accomplish our purpose. Gen- 
eral Banks, with the cavalry under General Lee, the Nineteenth, 
and detachment of Thirteenth Army Corps, preceded us one day. 
On the 8th, late in the evening, we reached Pleasant Hill, and from 
stragglers first heard of that day’s disaster and rout to our advance, 
which reports were afterward too fully confirmed. On the 9th, the 
enemy advanced to the attack, flushed with victory and stengthened 
with re-enforcements, and fought with reckless desperation. On that 
day it devolved upon the detachments of the Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth Army Corps, forming General Smith’s command of veteran 
troops, to arrest and turn back the tide of battle and disaster. The 
position of the Fifth during the engagement was on the extreme 
right of the Sixteenth Army Corps. During the night a new line of 
battle was formed, 14 miles in advance of our first position, the 
Fifth being placed near the center and in the first line. As we rested 
on our arms, listening to the cries and groans of the wounded, who 
were lying thickly around and among us, each one felt that morning 
would witness the opening of, if possible, a still fiercer struggle than 
that of the previous day. To our great surprise, at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, we were quietly withdrawn from the battle-field and 
marched back to Grand Ecore without molestation. 
On the 20th, the retrograde movement was resumed, General Smith 
being assigned to the rear, and to the general protection of General 
anks’ 12 miles of wagons. We were warmly attacked on leaving 


there, and on each of the three days consumed in reaching Alexan- 


dria, the regiment participating on the 22d and 23d. On the 2d of 
May the Sixteenth Army Corps, under command of General Mower 
was sent out 8 miles toward Cloutierville to hold the enemy back, 
and to get and retain possession of the large amount of forage in 
that section, Here we remained eight days, engaged in a continual 
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est. Amid the darkness and in a drenching rain-storm, we waded 
through mud and. water, over ridges and across low bottoms, till we. 
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_ skirmishers and sharpshooters. General Mower formerly com- | 
_ manded our brigade, and he accredits to the Fifth Minnesota great 
_ efficiency in this kind of duty. On the 14th, we again fell in rear of 
_ General Banks and his wagon train, followed the windings of the 
_ Red River, and camped near Fort De Russy on the night of the 15th. 
_ On the 16th occurred the battle of Marksville, or Belle Prairie. The 
_ field was a splendid one for a fair and equal contest, a smooth, clear 
prairie, slightly descending to the south, 3 or 4 miles in extent, and = 
_ surrounded by heavy timber. We were turned out before daybreak | 
and taken into the fight without our usual coffee and hard-tack. As ._ 
we marched through Marksville about sunrise we discovered the 
‘Nineteenth Army Corps already initiating operations, which it after- 
ward devolved upon us to finish. The Sixteenth and Seventeenth _ 
Army Corps were formed in column of regiments, and moved across __ 
the prairie to the right, and some distance from the Nineteenth Army 
Corps, the Fifth Minnesota in advance. It wasasplendidsight; our 
whole force and every movement could be clearly and distinctly _— 
seen. On the left was the Nineteenth Army Corps, advancing in — 
line of battle with a line of skirmishers in front, engaging and slowly 
_ forcing back those of the enemy. To the rear of the Nineteenth 
~was the Thirteenth, also advancing in line of battle. In the rear of 
. and following us was along column of regiments, the numerous ban- | 
ners glistening in the clear morning sunlight, and seeming to wave 
defiance to the foe. Our movements were soon changed from that 
in column to that en echelon and then into line of battle, all the 
regiments forming on the right of brigade. The enemy in front of 
us held a position in the edge of the timber, and only a portion of 
| his line could at first be seen. Hevery soon disclosed the positions 
~ of four excellent batteries of heavy guns, which were particularly 
devoted to us. In the mean time the Nineteenth Army Corps had _ 
halted, and the remainder of the work was left for General Smith’s' 
command. The fight lasted about four hours, and during the closing 
scene it required the extra exertions of the enemy to save his batter- 
ies from our grasp. The long wagon train heretofore referred to, 
and especial instructions on this occasion as on many others, pre- 
vented pursuit. 

The enemy followed us closely the next day, and on the 18th, on 
Bayou De Glaize, ensued the last battle of the series conducted by 
General Mower, and participated in by the troops of the Sixteenth 
Army Corps alone. The Fifth Minnesota was here used as skir- 
smishers. The fight commenced about 10 a. m., and continued for 
six hours. We drove the enemy back on this as on every other occa- 
sion, with a loss to him of upward of 500 men, and we would gladly .— 
have pursued and punished him for his insolence. 

On the 20th, we once more looked upon the waters of the noble 
Mississippi. We hailed the sight with cheers. The waters of the 
Mississippi appearéd as clear as crystal and [were] relished like the 
fountain waters of Minnesota, so great was the contrast with the 
muddy waters of the dried up Red River and its bayous. We 
arrived at Vicksburg on transports on the 24th. 5 

Great credit is due to Surgeon Kennedy, one of ‘the leading 
operating surgeons of the command, and his assistant, Dr. Leonard, 


for their exertions in behalf of the wounded. I can also heartily — 
~ commend the action of every officer and private of the regiment In ~ 
the several battles and skirmishes of this expedition. I think I am 

safe in assuring you that the Fifth lost none of its prestige and none 
of its reputation as a fighting regiment. Colonel Hubbard has been 
in command of the brigade since leaving Vicksburg. I cheerfully 


acknowledge that any credit which the regiment or the brigade has 4 
gained in the expedition is in a great measure due to the coolness, : 

' the courage, the watchful attention to duty, and thepersonalexample = 
of daring of himself and staff, Colonel Hubbard possesses the entire E 
confidence of his command. Every officer and soldier knows and 
feels that his inspiration in battle is not due to whisky, and they “i 


follow him without fear or mistrust. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the regiment has been 
providentially spared from serious loss; 15 men wounded, and most 
of them not seriously, and 3 men prisoners, embraces the entire list 
of casualties, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

j OHN C. BECHT, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 

Col. OscaR MALMROS, 

Adjutant-General of Minnesota, Saint Paul. 
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No. 34. 


Reports of Col. Sylvester G. Hill, Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry, com- 
manding Third Brigade, of affair at Henderson’s Hill and engage- 
ments at Pleasant Hill and Yellow Bayou, with itinerary of the 
brigade, March 4—-May 24. 


Hpqgrs. THIRD Bric., First Div., 16TH ARMy Corps, 
Alexandria, La., March 25, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to make the following report of the opera- 
tions of this command for March 21 and 22, 1864: In obedience to 
orders from headquarters First and Third Divisions, Sixteenth Army 
_ Corps, this brigade, consisting of Thirty-third Missouri Volunteer 
Infantry and the Thirty-fifth lowa Volunteer Infantry Regiments, 
moved from their camp in Alexandria, La., at 6.30 a. m., March 21, 
and marched in the advance of the division in the following order : 
First, the Thirty-fifth Regiment Iowa Volunteer Infantry ; second, 
the Ninth Indiana Battery ; third, the Thirty-third Regiment Mis- 
souri Volunteer Infantry. The brigade was halted at 1 p.m. about 
22 miles from this place, where the enemy had opened fire with artil- 
lery on the cavalry in our advance with some effect. It being apparent 
that the enemy had chosen a very strong position in our front, across 
Bayou Rapides, on a high hill, this brigade was ordered to the front 
to support the battery then in position. Shortly after the brigade 
was ordered across Bayou Rapides to the right of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, and after a tedious march of about 8 miles, through marshes 
and a dense pine forest, in a hard rain and cold wind, we halted. 
The men were much fatigued and thoroughly wet, suffering from 
cold and a severe hail-storm; some were compelled from exhaustion 
to leave the ranks. The enemy being seen in the advance, the 
Thirty-third Regiment Missouri Volunteers was ordered to support 
a section of Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, and Company C, 


skirmishe Arter a halt of about 2 hours w r 
the camp of the enemy was some distance to our right. 
ing now dark the Thirty-fifth Iowa Volunteers, followe 
3 Thirty-third Missouri Volunteers, was ordered forward toward 
_ the position of the enemy, and at about 10.30 p. m. arrived at the 
_ enemy’s outer pickets. Eight picket-posts were now in succession 
relieved of their guards, and three couriers, one guidon colors, and _ 
_ an ambulance, with horses, &c., captured, and the prisoners sent to 
the rear of the first regiment, without the firing of a gun or causing 
any alarm whatever. At about midnight we arrived at the main — 
camp of the rebels. The Thirty-fifth Lowa quickly surrounded a _ 
_ number of the enemy ina house, and mounted their men onthehorses 
| hitched to a section of the enemy’s battery and caissons, before our 
aaa was at all discovered by them; it was a complete surprise.’ 
“ There was every indication that the camp was in readiness for an 
attack ; horses were hitched, guns were in position, two of them 
| were charged with canister, but so silent was our approach andso 
rapid our movements in their camp, that they did not use their artil- 
lery, and fired but a few rifle shots before the capture was complete. 
After the capture of the first section of artillery and a lot of officers 
and men in a large house, as also a large lot of cavalry horses — 
equipped, both regiments were ordered with bayonets fixed to charge 
_ through the camp, and succeeded in capturing another section of — 
artillery, with caissons and horses complete, and also a number of 
rebelsmounted. Passing out of the Sean oe main camp tothe bayou, 
we found the bridge over Bayou Rapides destroyed by fire. Wethen 
moved to our left, along the bayou, the Thirty-third Regiment Mis- 
-gouri Volunteers in the advance, with two companies out as skir- 
- mishers. Passing through an open field and into an old cavalry 
camp, about 40 more prisoners and horses were taken. Finding here 
the frame-work of a partially destroyed bridge, we in half an hour 
repaired it and crossed over, and marched 23 miles, through deep 
mud and water, to near the place where we crossed the bayou at 1 : 
p. m., and bivouacked for the few remaining hours of the night at 
3a. m., having marched about 35 miles in 224 hours. 
On the morning of the 22d, the Thirty-third Missouri Volunteers 
was ordered forward to support the Ninth Indiana Battery, while 
the captured property was secured, and the enemy’s camp at Hen- 
derson’s Hill entirely destroyed. At 12 m. we took up our line of 
march toward Alexandria, the Thirty-fifth lowa Volunteers having 
in charge the prisoners of war and the captured battery. Arrived» 
within 8 miles of Alexandria and camped for the night. Next 
morning (23d) marched at 6 a. m., and arrived in Alexandria at 1 


3 Ai, 
Casualties in the brigade, 1 man wounded. Captured by the 
brigade : . 
- Prisoners of war: 
OI GOK AO ete UCU seen sere rea tecate oe aieyess oct pins tara Saapeterea tsed= gelo\ nae" 4 222 
Artillery : 
UE PIS SR Ey oni 00 onic aie a Apennines 3.3.50 coe cris ie iC apc cid 10.00) HEE aCe mee 2 
A2-pounder NOWiItZEVS... 2... vend dene nee cent es tome nnaeentoln eyes cnees 2 
@aiccons awl the Rares Q0C eaten cr) teh sia the ech meter it oe ofa t 4 
Horses (part equipped), about .............. Han ten Ch eo) hoc pk tea 280 
Small-arms and sabers, about........ Rica sheet eiae DA GPC ITS 240 
Ambulance (with surgical instruments) ........6--- + 6-2. e eee eee eee ee : 


Guidon colors........... DN re hte Kee ccei'e-e' go + ols vig atin 
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-' Much of the credit of this successful exploit is'due to Lieut. Col. 
2 WB, Keele commanding the Thirty-fifth Iowa Volunteers, and — 


to Lieut.. Col. W. H. Heath, commanding Thirty-third Missouri | 


_ Volunteers, for their promptness in obeying orders, and their activ- 
ity in bringing up theirregiments promptly and in good order, not- 

_ withstanding the men were very much fatigued ; also to Lieut. H. 
- Hoover, acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. O. O. England, ® 


acting assistant inspector-general of this brigade, for their efficiency 
and promptness in dispatching orders and capturing prisoners. 
_ [ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. G. HILL, 
Colonel Thirty-fifth Iowa Vols., Comdg. Brig. 
Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpagrs. THIRD Briac., First Div., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Third Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, 
in the action at Pleasant Hill, La., on the 9th instant: At 3 p. m. 
this brigade, consisting of the Thirty-third Missouri Volunteers and 
the Thirty-fifth Iowa Volunteers (less three companies from each 
regiment detailed on picket duty in the rear), was ordered forward 
to take position in line of battle, the enemy in force at that time 
menacing our front lines, and ordered to take position on the left 
center, as reserves, between the Third Indiana Battery and the First 
Vermont Battery, and in the rear of the Kighty-ninth Regiment 
Indiana Volunteers, then formed in line of battle on Pleasant Hill, 
in front of the woods, remaining in this position until 4.30 p. m. 
I received orders to form one regiment on the right of the Third 
Indiana Battery, to support the battery. The Thirty-third Missouri 
Volunteers was at once placed in this position, while the brigade was 
under a severe fire from the enemy, who had succeeded in breaking 
the first line of battle in front and were rapidly advancing. The 
firing becoming still more severe, the men were ordered to lie down 
to prevent unnecessary loss of life. The enemy continued to press 
the retreating brigades of the first line so closely as to prevent their 
reforming their lines. At this juncture the brigade was ordered to 
rise up and advance on the enemy, who had by this time broken 
our second line of battle. Here Lieut. Col. William H. Heath, com- 
manding the Thirty-third Missouri Volunteers, was severely wounded 
in the head while gallantly leading his command, and was compelled 
to leave the field, leaving Maj. George W. Van Beek in command. 
The brigade continued to advance, firing incessant and destructive 
volleys into the ranks of the enemy, who could no longer withstand 
the strong fire poured into them from our troops, began to waver, 
and were immediately charged very determinedly and compelled to 
fall back in great disorder, then followed closely by our troops. 
The Thirty-fifth Towa soon encountered a large force of the enemy 
in a ravine thickly covered with bushes, and suffered severely from 
their fire, but they at once gallantly charged the enemy, killing and 
wounding many and capturing about 60 prisoners. The Thirty-third 
Missouri Volunteers were exposed to the fire of a four-gun battery 
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8S. G. HILL, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


%, 


Hpgrs. THIRD Bria., First Div., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 28, 1864. 


Official report of the part taken by the Third Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, Sixteenth Army Corps, in the battle of Bayou De Glaize, La., 
May 18, 1864: This brigade, consisting of the Thirty-third Missouri 
Volunteers, Thirty-fifth Iowa Volunteers, and detachments of the 
Eleventh Missouri and Eighth and Twelfth Iowa Veteran Volunteer 
Infantry, was ordered by Brigadier-General Mower to move across 
Bayou Avoyelles, near Bayou De Glaize, at 11a. m., where the enemy 
was engaging our skirmishers. At our approach they fell back be- 
fore our skirmishers, who were exposed to a severe fire on their right 
flank from across Bayou De Glaize. Here one of the bravest and 
most efficient officers, Capt. George C. Burmeister, Thirty-fifth Iowa, 
was severely wounded (shot through the breast) while commanding 


-his company as skirmishers. After marching about 2 miles, we 


found the enemy in force with quite a number of pieces of artillery. 
I sent two companies to the front as skirmishers. After a heavy 

artillery fire from both sides, lasting about one hour, we were or- — 
dered forward. With much difficulty we moved by right of com- 
panies to the front, through a dense briar thicket, about one-half 
mile wide, all the time exposed to a severe fire from the enemy’s ar-_ 
tillery. In the edge of this thicket we encountered the forces of the 
enemy. They could not long stand the fire from our ranks, and fell 


ecb 
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fourths of a mile back we formed a new line and advanced our skir- 


i -mishers, and at 4 p. m. were again ordered to move forward, which 


was promptly done amidst cheers along our entire line. We agai 

found the enemy posted near the edge of the thicket, this time greatly 
-outnumbering us. We charged them promptly, pouring volley after 
volley, deliberately aimed, into their works as we advanced. They 


. fled before us, leaving many of their number dead and wounded on ~ 
the field. "We captured in both charges about 160 prisoners. In this _ 


last charge I was wounded in the ankle, and horse shot ; and my son, 
Fred. Hill, acting orderly, was shot through the head and killed, and 
his horse also shot. We were now exposed, in plain sight and 
at short range, to the enemy’s artillery. We soon fell back under 
cover of the thicket, carrying with us our dead and wounded. At 
6 p. m. we were ordered to the rear as reserves, Lieut. Col. William 
B. Keeler, Thirty-fifth Iowa, now commanding the brigade. At 7 
p. m. we were moved to a position in the front line, on the left, in 
the woods, and at 9 p. m. we were ordered back on account of the 
fatigue of our men across Bayou Avoyelles. . 

Our loss was , a list of which has already been furnished.* 

The wounds were generally very severe, being at very close range. 
Many of the wounded have since died. I must again express my 
admiration of the bravery and noble conduct of the officers and men 
whom I had the honor to command in this engagement. More could 
not be expected of any. 

: 8. G. HILL, 
Colonel Thirty-fifth Iowa, Commanding Brigade. 


[Capt. JAMES B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


Itinerary of the Third Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, March 4—May 24.+ 


March 4.—Left camp at Black River with the division ; marched 
6 miles and encamped for the night. 

March 5,—Marched to Vicksburg and encamped until the 8th. 

March 8.—Assigned to Red River expedition, under Brig. Gen. 
A.J. Smith. This division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph A. 
Mower, embarked at Vicksburg. 

March 9.—Left Vicksburg at 6 a. m. 

March 10 and 11.—At mouth of Red River. 

March 13.—Disembarked at Simsport, Atchafalaya Bayou, La. 

March 13 and 14.—Marched to Fort De Russy, on Red River, 
about 40 miles. After an engagement, lasting one and a half hours 
Fort De-Russy was surrendered. ; 

March 15,—Kmbarked at Fort De Russy. 

March 16,—Landed at Alexandria, La., and went into camp. 

March 21.—Marched 35 miles and captured camp at Henderson’s 
Hill, with 300 rebels, 4 pieces of artillery, and 4 caissons, 250 horses 
a lot of small-arms, &c., at midnight, without losing a man. ; 


= Nominal list shows 5 men. killed, 2 officers and 33 men wounded, and 1 man 
missing. 
{From returns for March, April, and May. 


back under cover of their batteries. By order of Brigadier-General _ 
- Mower, we now moved back to prevent a threatened flank movement 
i. on our left, carrying with us our dead and wounded. About three- — 
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-the field for the night. ee 
April 10.—At 2 a. m. received orders to move at once toward 
Grand EKcore, to cover the retreat of General Banks’ army and train, = 
_ the defeated rebels fleeing in the opposite direction. ae 

April 11.—Arrived at Grand Ecore; in camp until the 20th. 

April 20.—Moved to Natchitoches. 

April 21.—Moved at 6 p. m., in rear of the Thirteenth Army Corps, 
along Cane River toward Alexandria. eee 

~ April 22.—Heavy skirmishing in rear; formed in line of battle, 
but enemy did not attack. 

April 23.—At 3a. m. arrived at Cloutierville. At 11 a.m. formed, 
and after a short engagement the enemy retreated ; skirmishing ¢on- 

~ tinued all day. , 

April 24.—At 4a. m. the enemy opened on our camp with artil-| 
lery ; heavy engagement ensued, lasting about one and a half hours, 
when the enemy fell back from the field.. At 9 a.m. moved forward. 
At night encamped at Cotile Landing. 

April 25.—Moved toward Alexandria at 10 a. m.; heavy skirmish- 
ing at Henderson’s Hill; formed in line at 12 m.; moved forward at 
5 p. m.; encamped for the night. 

April 26.—Moved at 7 a. m.; skirmishing in rear; formed in 
ambush near Bayou Rapides bridge; the rear guard of cavalry 
passed, but the enemy discovered us too soon for the success of our 
plan; moved forward at 2p. m.; went into camp at Alexandria in 
the evening. 

April 28.—At 12 m. formed in line of battle at Alexandria. Re- 
mained in line under arms until 9 a. m. of the 29th ; no enemy came ; 
went into camp again. 

May 2.—Left camp at Alexandria, La.; marched 4 miles; found 
the enemy ; heavy skirmishing until dark. 

May 3.—Marched 10 miles to Opelousas road ; encamped on rebel 
Governor Moore’s plantation ; skirmished daily with the enemy’s 
cavalry until the 7th. ; 

May 7.—Drove the enemy about 6 miles across Bayou Lamourie, 


* See p. 313. 


with considerable loss on. : 
- ernor Moore’s plantation, where we remained until the 14th A 
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both sides. _ At night moved back to Go 
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May 14.—Marched 4 miles to Red River; joined the ‘Thirteenth — 
to Marksville. | — 


and Nineteenth Army Corps; moved along right bank of the river _ 


May 16.—Found the enemy in force at Marksville. After a heavy . 


artillery engagement our infantry skirmishers drove him from his _ 


position. We then moved on to Bayou De Glaize. 


May 17.—This brigade was rear guard to the entire army ; heavy a . 


skirmishing all day- 
May 18.—Crossed Bayou Avoyelles. At 11 a. m. the enemy ap- 
eared in force and we were ordered to recross the bayou and give 
in battle, which we did, driving him back with heavy loss on both 
sides. We captured a number of prisoners. 


May 20.—Crossed Bayou Atchafalaya on a bridge made of twenty 


steam-boats. ; 
May 21.—Marched to Red River Landing, on the Mississippi 
River. , 
May 22.—Embarked on boats. 
May 24.—Arrived at Vicksburg, where we are now temporarily 
encamped. 
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No. 35. 


| Reports of Lieut. Col. William B. Keeler, Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry, — 


of affair at Henderson’s Hill and engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-FIFTH REGT. lowa INFANTRY VOLS., 
Alexandria, La., March 24, 1864. 
Sir :, In obedience to orders I have the honor to herewith transmit 
the operations and list of casualties incident to the Thirty-fifth Regi- 
ment Jowa Infantry Volunteers from the 21st to the 23d of March, 


1864, inclusive. In obedience to orders, on the 21st the regiment was ~ 


ready to move at 5.30 a. m., left in front, and in advance of the 
division, with two days’ rations ; soon after we took up our line of 
march and arrived within 3 miles of Henderson’s Hill, the enemy 
shelling the advance. After a few moments’ rest the brigade was 
ordered forward, crossed Bayou Rapides, took a by-road, and after 
a long, tedious march in the rain and hail, through swamp and a 
dense pine forest, we arrived in the rear of Henderson’s Hill, where 
the enemy was camped, capturing the outposts and pickets, and 
arriving in the main camp about 12 m., surprising the enemy and 
capturing 4 pieces of artillery (2 were loaded with canister), 4 caissons 
filled with fixed ammunition, 32 horses attached to the artillery, 
ready for immediate action ; also 222 prisoners, including 16 officers 
126 horses equipped, 1 guidon, an ambulance with some surgical in. 
struments and medicines, which the division surgeon took charge of, 


92 stand of small-arms, many of which, through the darkness of | 


the night and for the want of transportation, were either broken up 
or thrown into the bayou, and in consequence thereof was enabled 
to bring off.only 12 stand of small-arms. 

Casualties, 1 man slightly wounded in the mouth by a pistol-shot ; 
he was carrying the colors at the time. : 


m n 22d, 
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_marched to Alexandria, La., our present camp.) 
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Most respectfully, yours, © 


Baskin Os) . ie SWAN Bs KELLER: 
 —— Lneut, Col., Comdg. Thirty-fifth Regt. lowa Infantry Vols. 
- Lieut. Henry Hoover, A thi : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- Hpgrs. THIRTY-FIFTH REGIMENT IowA VOL. INFY., _ 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 


unteer Infantry at Pleasant Hill, La., on the 9th day of April, 1864: 


- §ir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the © | 
operations and movements of the Thirty-fifth Regiment Iowa Vol- ( 


In obedience to your orders the regiment was formed in line of . 


battle in rear of Thirty-third Regiment Missouri Volunteer Infantry — 


at about 5 p. m. of the 9th instant, which position we occupied until 


ordered forward at about 5.15 o’clock; advanced a short distance in 


line of battle, when I received orders to form the regiment. on the 


- right of the Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, which movement was 


Peeing 


almost immediately countermanded by a staff officer from Major- 
General Banks, who directed me to change my course by the left 
oblique, which I did, passing to the left of the Thirty-third Missouri 
Infantry into a deserted camp in good order, where we were met by 
a terrific volley from the advance column of the enemy, who were 
strongly posted in a ravine, filled with an undergrowth of cane, 
which killed and wounded many of my men and checked our ad- 
vance for a moment, but fora moment only; the men instantly rallied, 
‘and with one prolonged cheer that arose above the din of battle 
they charged forward in the most gallant style, driving the enemy 
before them in confusion from the field into the timber, killing, 
wounding, and capturing many of them. After driving them about 
200 yards, we halted, reformed, and moved forward again nearly 
one-fourth of a mile through the timber, passing on our way two 
cannon that the enemy had abandoned. We then halted in the road, 
when I was ordered by General Mower to advance the left of the 
regiment to a position oblique with the road, and then to move for- 
ward, which I.did. Advancing a few paces I received the fire of 
an advancing column of the enemy; my brave men stood it with 
unflinching courage, and with cheers they poured into them a tre- 
mendous volley, scattering and driving them in all directions. This 
ended the battle for the day, and we were victorious. It was now 
dark, and in obedience to your orders I moved the regiment out of 
the timber by the right flank and formed on the left of Thirty-third 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry, when, after issuing ammunition, we 
bivouacked for the night. Too much praise cannot be given to both 
officers and men for their brave, courageous, and noble conduct in 
the execution of all orders, and the coolness and discipline displayed 
by them on the field of battle. All did well,and Ithank them. Our 
loss was as follows: Commissioned officers wounded, 3; killed, 1; 
enlisted men wounded, 54; killed, 5; missing, 1; total loss in regi- 
ment, 64 officers and men. 


Hoping, colonel, in your report my regiment will be favorably | 
mentioned for their gallantry and courage, I am, very respectfully, » 
_ your obedient servant, Sr. f : 


ae WM. B. KEELER, 

_ Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-fifth Iowa Infy. Regt. 

Col. 8. G. Hiun, a i 
Commanding Third Brigade. 


—— 


7 No. 36. - if 
Reports of Lieut. Col. William H. Heath, Thirty-third Missouri 
Infantry, of affair at Henderson’s Hill. 
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Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS, 
Alexandria, La., March 23, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from 
brigade headquarters, this regiment moved with other troops of the 
First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, from Alexandria, La., at 6.30 
a. m., on Monday, March 21, 1864, arriving in front of the enemy’s 
position at Henderson’s Hill, La., at about 12 m. of the same day. 
After a short rest we crossed, with other troops of the command, to 
the lower side of Bayou Rapides, and after a march of about 5 miles 
through marshy lands and pine forests, were halted and ordered to 
_ support a section of Battery G, Fifth U.S. Artillery. We moved 

in rear of that section for about 1 mile, when a halt was ordered for 

rest. The men had suffered very severely from hard marching and 

- bad roads. The rain had fallen from 1 to 6 p. m., making the ground 
very soft and slippery, and compelling some of them from sheer ex- — 
haustion to leave the ranks. In addition to this, it had hailed severely, 
and was very cold, After quite a long halt, it being ascertained that 
we were in the rear of the enemy’s camp at Henderson’s Hill, and 

_ between him and the camp of the rebel General Walker, arrange- 
ments were made for an immediate attack. The Thirty-fifth Iowa 

Infantry, being in advance, was ordered to move on the former camp, 

and the Second Brigade having come up I was ordered to leave the 

artillery with them, and move immediately forward to support the 

Thirty-fifth Iowa, which I did at once, moving rapidly up. The 

enemy's pickets were relieved by the advance and placed under 

guard, a section of his battery, with caissons and horses, captured, 
and the center of his camp gained without raising any alarm or 
meeting any opposition, the enemy mistaking us for re-enforcements 
which had been requested from General Walker. Moving rapidly 
now, with fixed bayonets, through his camp, we succeeded, without 
resistance, except a few pistol-shots, in capturing a gun and limber 
and two caissons, all with horses complete, besides a number of 
prisoners, cavalry horses and equipments, and a few small-arms. 

The Thirty-fifth Iowa being already burdened with prisoners, we were 

ordered to turn over all our captures to them, and move to the front, 

which was done at once, and we passed out of the enemy’s main camp 
to the Bayou Rapides. Finding the bridge over this bayou in our 
front destroyed by fire, we moved to our left along the bayou, under 

orders of the brigade commander, throwing out Companies D and H 

as skirmishers. Passing through an open field, our skirmishers picked 
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ed bridg : 
d my’s camp being broken up, we were ordered to cross, — 
oved back toward Alexandria in a driving rain, 24 miles, where _ 


bivouacked for the night at 2 a. m., March 22. At daylight we 


_moved back once more toward Jones’ Poitit to support the Ninth 
‘Indiana Battery, which was ordered to cover our forces while the 
captured property was being removed from the enemy’s camp. At _ 

12 m. the same da ; 


y we moved with the main column back toward | 


_ Alexandria, where we arrived at 11 a. m. this day. 
a No casualties occurred in this regiment during the affair. 


I am, sir, yours, very truly, 
ee WM. H. HEATH, 


a 2 Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-third Missouri Vols ys ae 
Lieut. H. Hoover, c s ’ ees: 


nde 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_Hopagrs. THIRTY-THIRD MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS, 
Alexandria, La,, March 24, 1864. 
Str : In compliance with orders of the brigade commander, I have 


_ the honor to make the following report of the number of arms and 
horses captured by my command on the night of the 21st instant, 


viz: Number of horses and mules, about 130. Most of these were 


taken from the yard where my men had picketed them while repair- 
ing the bridge over Bayou Rapides, by the Sixteenth Indiana Mounted — 

_ Infantry ; remainder turned in to post quartermaster. Number of 
arms captured not definitely known, as they were left in camp to be | 
transported by the ordnance officer, and no account taken of them. 

- From the best information I can gather, however, I judge the num- 


ber to be about 150 stand of small-arms, besides a small number of 
very indifferent cavalry sabers. From the rapid manner in which 
we were moved through the enemy’s camp, and the orders we had to 
turn over our captures at once, it is impossible to give an accurate 
report of numbers. 
I am, sir, very truly, yours, 
WM. H. HEATH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-third Missouri Vols. 


Lieut. H. Hoover, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No: 3%. 


Reports of Maj. George W. Van Beek, Thirty-third Missouri In- 
fantry, of engagements at Pleasant Hull and Yellow Bayou. 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD MissouRI INFANTRY VOLS., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 
CoLoNnEL : In pursuance of orders received, I have the honor to 
make the following report of the part taken by the Thirty-third Mis- 
souri Infantry Volunteers in the action of the 9th instant at Pleasant 


~ Col. William ‘ from the— 
fete we then occupied, viz, 1 mile in rear of Pleasant Hill, and — 
-, take pon at the right of the Third Brigade, First Division, Six- 


~ teenth Army Corps, and immediately in rear of the Highieesy ‘ 


~ Lieutenant-Colonel Heath ordered the men to 
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Indiana Infantry Volunteers, which had formed in line of battle 
upon the summit of Pleasant Hill and_in front of the woods. The 


regiment remained in this position until about 5 o clock, when Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Heath was ordered to move to the right a short dis- — 
tance to support the Third Indiana Battery. This movement was 
Se lieked 


under a severe fire from the enemy, who had succeeded 
in breaking our first line of battle in front and were pressing vigor- 
ously forward. The fire of the enemy being extremely severe, 

ie down to prevent 
an unnecessary loss of life. The enemy, now greatly encouraged by 
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their success, continued advancing with renewed energy upon the _ 


retreating brigades, effectually preventing their reforming and at 
the same time breaking our second line. At this juncture my regi- 
ment was ordered to rise and charge the enemy. While gallantly 


leading the regiment in this charge Lieutenant-Colonel Heath was 


severely wounded in the head and forced to leave the field, leaving 
myself incommand. I continued advancing with my regiment until 


the fire of the enemy compelled me to halt and cause my men to Le, 


down. In this position I continued to pour an incessant and destruc- 
tive fire into the ranks of the enemy, without material loss to my 


command. The enemy, being unable to withstand the effective and 


unerring fire now showered upon them by our troops, wavered. 
Perceiving their lines wavering I again ordered a charge, which 
succeeded in breaking their lines, throwing them into confusion and 
compelling them to fall back to the woods with considerable loss. 


‘At this juncture a battery of four guns opened upon me with can- 


ister, which, fortunately for my command, passed almost entirely 
over them. Well knowing that it would be impossible for me to 
withstand a successful fire from this battery, I pushed forward with 
renewed speed and charged the battery, receiving a severe volley of 
musketry from their support, which I was informed by a wounded 
rebel officer taken by my command consisted of the Ninth, Tenth, 
and Eleventh Missouri Regiments, under command of General Par- 
sons, who was killed at this place by a ball in the left temple.* After 
discharging their pieces the enemy fled, panic-stricken, leaving num- 
bers of their dead and wounded and the battery in my possession. 
I sustained my entire loss at this battery. While reforming my 
regiment preparatory to charging again, Brigadier-General Mower 
rode to the front, and pointing with his sword to the battery we had 
just taken, cheered the regiment. The men thus encouraged charged 
forward and entered the woods with an unbroken line, steadily ad- 
vancing upon the enemy, who still continued obstinately contesting 


every inch of ground, until finding themselves irretrievably lost, fled, | 


a panic-stricken mob, leaving horses, guns, equipments, and every- 
thing that impeded their progress upon the field. It now becoming 
too dark to pursue the flying enemy, I received orders to reform at 
the edge of the woods and bivouac for the night upon the field. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the officers and men of the 
regiment for their coolness and energy displayed while under the 


* A mistake. General Parsons survived the war. 


No account was taken of them. = Lapetic’ 
onor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| GEORGE W. VAN BEEK, | 
bie ihbe nae Major, Commanding Regiment. — 
ler Ge Ain, . . svetiras 
Commanding Brigade. i Eo 


PEP FE ot : — Ee 
| Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD Missourt INFANTRY VOLS.; ae 
: Vicksburg, Miss., May 29,1864. 
_ _ Sir: In pursuance of orders received, I have the honor to make 
_ the following report of the part taken by the Thirty-third Missouri — 
_ Infantry Volunteers in the battle of the 18th instant at Bayou De 
Glaize: At about 9 a.m. I received orders to move from the position 
_Ithen occupied, viz, in rear of the levee on Avoyelles Bayou, and — 
_ take a position in the center of the field, in front of Fort Carroll and. 
_on the left of Battery M, First Missouri Light Artillery. I remained 
_ in this position about half an hour, when it was ascertained that the 
enemy were advancing in force with a number of pieces of artillery, 
and I was again ordered to move forward and take position on the 
right of the Third Brigade and in the edge of the woods. At this 
_ juncture I was ordered to send forward four companies as skirmish- 
ers. I accordingly sent Companies C, D, E,and G, with orders for 
_ EK and G to advance and ascertain the position of the enemy and C ~- 
and D to deploy to the right along the bayou, to prevent the enemy’s 
sharpshooters from getting a flank fire upon us. The enemy on 
meeting our skirmishers in front of our line threw a heavy force 
against them, compelling them to fall back. At this time I received 
orders to charge the enemy, who were now pouring a heavy and 
destructive fire of musketry and artillery upon us, which I did suc- — 
cessfully, driving the enemy entirely out of the timber and compel- 
ling them to fall back upon their reserves, which were stationed mid- 
way of an open field and in rear of a sugar-mill and buildings of the 
plantation. Upon arriving at the field I received orders to fall back, 
under cover of the timber, and reform. This being accomplished, I 
was ordered to fall back to my first position in rear and on the edge 
of the above-mentioned timber. All this was accomplished under a 
heavy fire of the enemy’s artillery. In the charge my regiment lost 
quite a number wounded. The enemy seeing us fall back again 
advanced upon our lines, assisted by fresh troops, and a second time 
caused our skirmishers to fall back. At this juncture | was again 
ordered to charge the enemy and if possible dislodge them, although 
the fire was very severe. Lagain charged with the brigade, again 
compelling the enemy to retire, which they did in a confused and 
disorganized mass, leaving behind them their dead and wounded 
and many prisoners in our possession. Owing to a misunderstand- 
ing of orders received I continued charging across the open field, 
and had advanced about 150 yards into the field, when I received 
orders to fall back and reform under cover of the woods. My loss 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 3 killed, 12 wounded, and 1 missing. 
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in this charge was more severe than in the first, owing to our 
in plain view and the, enemy opening upon us with his artiller 
the purpose of covering the retreat of his troops. SHAR hee 
As soon as I could collect the prisoners and my dead and wounded 
together I was ordered to fall back to my first position. In the 
charge I succeeded in capturing about 40 prisoners, which I ordered — 
to be placed with a number the Thirty-fifth Iowa had taken in the ~ 
same charge.. By this time re-enforcements came forward, and I — 
-__-was ordered to fall back some 600 yards and form in a ditch in the ~ 
field in the rear of the timber, for the purpose of resting, as my men — 
were very much fatigued from the effects of the two charges we had 
-made. Soon after I was ordered to move and take position with my — 
brigade upon the extreme left, in which position I remained until 8 
-p.m., when I was ordered to move back to Avoyelles Bayou and biv- 
ouac for the night. ; 
The following is a list of casualties of the regiment :* A number 
of others are slightly wounded, but not sufficiently to warrant their 
being reported. Too much praise cannot be awarded to the officers 
-and men of my regiment for the coolness and bravery displayed — 
while under the enemy’s fire. 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
| GEO. W. VAN BEEK, . : 
Major, Commanding Regiment. . 
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Lieut. Henry Hoover, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. b. 


No. 38. 


Reports of Col. William F. Lynch, Fifty-eighth Minois Infantry, 

commanding First Brigade, Third Division, of the capture of 
Fort De Russy and engagement at Pleasant Hill, with itinerary 
of the brigade, March 1-—May 20. ‘ 


Hopars. First Bric., Turrp Div., 16TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Alexandria, La., March 18, 1864. 
_GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report rela- 
tive to the part taken by my command in the engagement of the 14th 
of March, 1864, which resulted in the capture of Fort De Russy, La.: 
My brigade left Simsport at 9.30 p.m. March 13, and with a rest 
of only four hours reached the town of Marksville, La., at about 2.30 
p.m. of the 14th; distance from Simsport, 33 miles. The position 
of the brigade upon the line of march was in the rear of our divis- 
ion. When about 1 mile beyond Marksville heavy cannonading was 
-heard about 14 miles in the front. My command was at this time 
well closed up, it having been previously reported that the enemy 
was in our vicinity. Orders were soon received to push forward and 
take position to support the Third Indiana Battery, which was then 
already in position and vigorously replying to the fire of the enemy. ° 
Rapidly my command advanced for about an eighth of a mile a 
formed line in front of the fort and about half a mile from it. the 
Fifty-eighth Ilinois Volunteers taking position upon the right of the 
main road, the One hundred and nineteenth Illinois Volunteers on 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 killed and 14 wounded. 
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upon the right flank of the enemy’s works—our left. Moy 


and w 
Pa! 


d and grap 
but had adyanced but a short distance when I rec ) 
from you to move to the left flank, file right, and take p 


med line of battle in sight of the enemy’s works and less than 


of artillery and pushed forward to the front of the fort to relieve the 


Third Indiana Battery, having done which they opened on the enemy, 


doing excellent service. On being again in line, threw forward three 


companies of skirmishers, who opened a brisk fire upon the enemy, 
which fire was speedily replied to from. behind the enemy’s works. 
Under orders my whole line then opened fire, and the battle from 
right toleft of the brigade commenced in good earnest. At this time 
a short pause was made to enable the right to advance to the assault, 
the order being that the right would advance so soon as the attack 
became general. _I then ordered an advance with bayonets fixed, and. 
witha yell that echoed through the timber my brigade sprang forward, 
down the slope, up the hill, through the abatis, over the moat, and 


up the wall they clambered, and in less than ten minutes from the 


time the order was given to charge the stars and stripes waved in 


triumph over the works of Fort De Russy. — 

Tomy immediate staff officers I return my sincere thanks for their 
unflinching bravery and hearty co-operation during the brief but 
sanguinary struggle. To the officers commanding the several regi- 
ments forming my brigade, and to the officers and men in their several 


~ commands, I give my warmest thanks for their bravery and efficiency 


in the execution of all order's, when in a state of almost utter exhaus- _ 
tion, the result of an unprecedented march, and while under the gall- 


ing fire which was for atime directed against them. Where all were 


_ brave, it is impossible to particularize individual bravery. All did 
well and nobly. I thank them. To Capt. M. O’Donnell, of your 


staff, I beg leave to return my thanks for the very valuable assistance 
rendered at the beginning of the engagement. Among the casual- 


ties was thatof Lieut. JamesCarey, Company H, Fifty-eighth Illinois 


Infantry, a brave and gallant young officer; fell severely wounded 
while urging his men forward. To the Highty-ninth Indiana and 


-One hundred and nineteenth Illinois Infantry belong the credit of 
being the first to enter the fort, and to the Fifty-eighth Tlinois be- 


longs the glory of planting the first flag within the enemy’s works, 
although those of the Highty-ninth Indiana were but a few seconds 


- behind. It is a matter of small import who were the first\to enter or 


the first to hoist the flag, when there is no measure of time so short 


as will enable one to discriminate to which regiment of the First 


Brigade belongs the credit ; enough it is to say, that to the First Bri- 
gade of the Third Division belongs the credit of being the first to 
enter the fort, and the first to plant our nation’s flag thereon. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Weel. LYNCH, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Illinois Infy., Comdg. First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JosepH A. MowkR, 
Comdg. First and Third Divisions, 16th Army Corps. 


infantry in the manner directed for nearly a mile, when I again ei 


100 yards from the fort. The Ninth Indiana Battery, at the com- 
n encement of this change in our position, was detached by the chief — 
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Hpagrs. First Bric., THIRD Div., 16TH ARMY CoRPs, 
. a Grand Ecore, La., April 18, 1864. — 
Caprain: I have the honor to report the following relative to the 
part taken by my brigade in the battle of Pleasant Hill, La., on the — 
9th day of April, 1864: In accordance with orders received, we — 
marched from Grand Kcore, La., on the morning of the 7th ; after 
proceeding some 15 miles on the Shreveport road went into camp for — 
the night. On the morning of the 8th, we were detained somewhat. 
in waiting for the Second and Third Brigades to pass. We started — 
at 8a. m., and arrived near Pleasant Hill at dark, having marched _ 
21 miles. During the afternoon heavy cannonading was heard in ~ 
our front, denoting an engagement between our advance (the Thir- — 
teenth and Nineteenth Corps) and the enemy. At 2 a. m. of the | 
9th, we were under arms awaiting the approach of the enemy who ~ 
had defeated the Thirteenth and Nineteenth Corps. Remained on ~ 
our arms until 10 a. m., when we moved forward about 1 mile and 
formed in the following order in the east center of the field, viz: The 
“F HKighty-ninth Indiana Infantry in front, the Ninth Indiana Battery in 
2 its rear, and the Fifty-eighth and One hundred and nineteenth [li- 
nois Infantry in rear of the battery. Remained in this position till 12 — 
oa m., when the Fifty-eighth and One hundred and nineteenth Illinois _ 
i Infantry were moved by the left flank to a point about 300 yards to 
i the left and formed on a ridge in the woods, facing outward. From 
| this point the Fifty-eighth Illinois was moved about half a mile to 
the front and left of the original position. Here this regiment was 
halted and a breast-work of fallen timber thrown up, behind which 
the men took shelter. After these arrangements were made skir- 
mishers were thrown out from this regiment and the One hundred 
and nineteenth Illinois. The Highty-ninth Indiana was then moved 
a short distance to the left, to support the Third Indiana Battery on 
the right and the First Vermont Battery on the left. The Ninth 
Indiana Battery was placed in position on the right of the Third 
Indiana Battery and about 200 yards therefrom, there being a New ~ 
York regiment between. In this position we remained until 4 p. 
m., when musketry in our front admonished us that the fight had 
begun. Soon the enemy advanced from the woods, driving before 
them a brigade of Eastern troops which had occupied a position in 
the ravine or ditch on the opposite side of the field. Pursuing this 
brigade, and flushed with victory, the rebels continued to advance 
with yells that carried terror to many a stout heart. Still pressing 
on, they drove our troops back and even had possession of one of 
our batteries (Battery L, First U. 8. Artillery), when on a sudden 
the Fifty-eighth [linois Infantry, which had been advanced to the 
left and front, appeared in the edge of the woods on the enemy’s 
right flank. The order was given to charge, and with unearthly 
yells and with lightning-like rapidity they were on the enemy. 
Fierce was the struggle, and nobly did the brave Fifty-eighth do 
their work. Driving the before victorious enemy before them, they 
halted not until the rebels were driven into the ditch in front. Here 
we captured about 400 prisoners, whom I sent to the rear in charge’ 
of an officer, with instructions to report them to Brigadier-General 
Mower, but who delivered them to a staff officer belonging, I have 
since understood, to the Nineteenth Army Corps. The Fifty-eighth 
Illinois claim to have captured more prisoners than they have men 


illery a tured by the Fifty-eighth Dlinois. During the fight a E 
on o . 


the Kighty-ninth Indiana was advanced, delivering volley after vol- 
ley. They continued to move forward. Inclining toward the right, 
_ reaching the woods, they drove the rebels in confusion before them 
into the very depths thereof. In the advance of the Eighty-ninth 
~ Regiment: they drove away a rebel brigade, which had driven in dis- 
order through the Ninth Indiana Battery an entire Maine regiment 
and a portion of a New York regiment. During the fight here many 
Be coners were captured by this regiment, among them several 
officers. 4 
_ The conduct of the officers and men of the Kighty-ninth was most 
gallant; nobly did they stand up to the work. At the time of the » 
attack by the Fifty-eighth Illinois on the enemy’s flank, the One 
hundred and nineteenth Illinois changed front obliquely to the rear, 
and advanced on the enemy, keeping the left of the field. They 
drove before them a Texas regiment, the colors of which they cap- 
tured. This regiment, although less exposed than either the Eighty- 
ninth Indiana or Fifty-eighth Uhnois, still did the work assigned to 
them with the greatest promptitude and courage. After driving 
_ the rebels far into the woods, the Kighty-ninth Indiana was with- 
_ drawn to the edge of the field and formed into a new line, where it 
~ remained until it was joined by the other regiments of the brigade 
about 6.30 p.m. The Fifty-eighth Illinois after entering the woods 
- became separated, a portion following the colors, and the remainder 
accompanying myself. After coming into the woods, I found the 
- men in the greatest confusion. But knowing that our situation was 
most precarious, I ordered all to push forward. With a rush the 
men obeyed, the color-bearers to the front. Closely we pressed the 
- rebels, driving them to the left, through the woods, and up the road 
for a distance of over 3 miles. Never did a man flinch, though the 
enemy outnumbered us six to one, the number of colors with us 
probably deceiving them as to our real strength. In this pursuit so 
close were we to the rebels that our men seized them by the collars, 
bayoneting some and capturing others while in the very act of firing 
their pieces. Six caissons and a large number of very fine horses 
were taken by us during this charge. Having pursued the enemy 3 
miles, I found him forming beyond an open field in considerable 
force. Hastily forming my broken column, I found myself opposed 
to about 3,000 rebels, while my force did not exceed as many hun- 
dred. I directed the men to open fire, which was done at once, caus- 
ing the rebels to break in confusion. Being so far from any support 
I found it necessary to rejoin our main forge, and at once ordered a 
return, during which we were unmolested. 
I can only account for the unprecedented success of my little corps 
by the complete defeat of the rebels, sustained on the open field and 
in the woods near the field. It beine auite dark and being burdened 


darmy. At the time of the driving back of the Eastern brigade 
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brought with us, I was compelled tol 


First U. S. Artillery), consequently could not be used till late in the 
engagement, at which time it made some very fine shots, dismount- 


ing one of the enemy’s guns, and totally silencing the remaining guns" 


of the battery. The officers and men of the First Brigade have fully 
indicated their great superiority over the rebel hosts to which they 
were opposed in the battle of Pleasant Hill. Feeling satisfied that 
if my brigade had been together greater would have been the results, 
I still feel a pride in knowing that to the First Brigade, Third Divis- 


‘ 


ion, Sixteenth Army Corps, belongs the credit of giving the enemy ~ 
the first check, of turning his flank, of driving him farther, and of — 


holding longer the grounds captured than any troops on the field. 
To Lieut. George Sawin, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Lieut. 
William Wallis, acting assistant inspector-general, and Lieut. 8. 
D. Sawyer, acting aide-de-camp, members of my personal staff, I 
am deeply indebted for their coolness, bravery, and efficiency. I 
would especially recommend to your favorable notice the following- 
named officers of the Fifty-eighth Illinois: Maj. Thomas Newlan, 
commanding; Capt. Robert W. Healy, acting field officer, and Lieut. 
J. O’Kane, acting adjutant. The line officers of this regiment are 
all worthy of especial mention; want of space alone prevents it. I 
must mention the extraordinary daring, coolness, and bravery of the 
two color-bearers, Sergt. Fred. Menk and Corpl. O. A. Teeple. Of 
the Kighty-ninth Indiana, Col. C. D. Murray, commanding the regi- 
ment; Lieut. Col. Hervey Craven, and Maj. Samuel Henry, also all 
the line officers, every one behaved gallantly. Of the One hundred 
and nineteenth Illinois, Col. Thomas J. Kinney, commanding the 
regiment, Maj. W .H. Watson, and all the line officers, deserve great 
credit. Capt. George R. Brown, of the Ninth Indiana Battery, has 
roved himself a capable, cool, and gallant officer. Capt. John 
obin, Company K, Fifty-eighth Lllinois, fell shot through the 
heart while gallantly leading his men in, the charge. Capt. F. S. 
Zeek, Company CO, Kighty-ninth Indiana, fell severely wounded in 


both feet while bravely leading his company across the field. In | 


this connection I would respectfully state that quite a number of 
the One hundred and seventy-eighth New York, with their colors, 
were with me on the 3-mile charge through the woods, and acquitted 
themselves with honor. Below I give you a list of casualties* in the 
First Brigade. 


Again thanking the brave officers and men whom I have the honor - 


to command, I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wok bY NCH: 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. J. B. Sampue, ; 


Asst, Adjt. Gen., First and Third Divs., 16th A. C. 
* Embodied in addenda to Smith’s report, p. 313. 


briga Lem re geea stint: 
.—Arrived at Vicksburg. The Twenty-first Reg 
uri Volunteer enaeartn having re-enlisted as veterans, C 
d Moore went home with them to superintend their reorganiza-_ 
n, in consequence of which Col. W. F. Lynch, of the Fifty-eighth — 
_ Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, assumed command of the 
brigade March 5. nS: as 
__ March 10.—The brigade embarked from Vicksburg on the Red — 
River expedition. : 
—_ March 13.—Having landed in Atchafalaya Bayou, 10 miles below _ 
_ the mouth of Red River, the brigade moved out with the expedition 
_ by land in the evening. WON ee 
__ March 14.—In the afternoon the Third Division invested Fort De 
_ Russy, situated on Red River, some 75 or 80 miles from its mouth = 
_ and 34 miles from where the brigade disembarked—Simsport, The = 
- engagement lasted two hours and was terminated by an assault upon 
~ and capture of the fortress, stores, and all the munitions of war,in 
which the First Brigade enacted a conspicuous part, the colors of | 
the brigade being the first upon the ramparts. Casualties in the | 
First Brigade, 4 killed and 26 wounded. 
March 16.—Arrived at Alexandria, La. 
March 26.—Moved on the Bayou Rapides road, 28 miles, to Cotile 
_ Landing. es 
April 2.—This brigade, forming part of the army engaged inthe + 
Red River expedition under Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, left Cotile | 
Landing, on Red River. ) 
April 3.—Arrived at Grand Ecore, La., a distance of 80 miles 
northeast, and encamped. : 
April '?.—Broke camp and marched until the evening of the 8th, 
a distance of 36 miles and to within 1 mile of Pleasant Hill, La. , 
April 9.—Marched to Pleasant Hill and formed line of battle. | 
From 4 p. m. until 6.30 p. m. was engaged in the sanguinary battle 
and Federal victory of Pleasant Hill, La. In this engagement the 
brigade acted in a highly meritorious and noble manner, driving the 
enemy before them wherever engaged, and losing in killed, wounded, 
. and missing, 98. 
April 10.—Marched toward Grand Kcore, La, 
April 12.—Arrived at that place and went into camp. 
April 20.—Broke camp again and marched 5 miles to Natchitoches, 
La., where line of battle was formed and skirmishing with the 
enemy was continued until the night of the 21st, when, with the 
balance of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, the brigade 
crossed Cane River, or Old Red River, covering the retreat of the 
army to Alexandria, La., where it arrived on the 26th. : 
May 1.—Moved out from Alexandria, La., some 6 miles, where it 
remained, doing outpost duty, until the 5th, when it was ordered out 
to fight for forage, during which day and the next there was some 
fighting, the brigade losing 6 men killed and 11 wounded. 
May 14.—Started en route for the Mississippi River, reaching 
Simsport, on the Atchafalaya Bayou, on the 17th. 
May 18.—In the afternoon had a deadly fight with almost three ¢ 


moved from Canton, Mis 


*From returns for March, April, and May. 


imes our own number on Smith’s plantation, near sport, the — 
igade losing 13 commissioned officers and 146 enlisted men killed | 4 
eae wounded. mae maar Ta 


May 20.—In the evening the brigade moved to the mouth of Red E 
_ River, where the troops were embarked and proceeded up the river — 
to Vicksburg, Miss. } ‘ ft. 
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: 
~ Reports of Col. Thomas J. Kinney, One hundred and nineteenth IMli- 
 — nois Infantry, commanding regiment and First Brigade, of the | Q 
capture of Fort De Russy and engagements at Pleasant Hill and 
— Yellow Bayou. : ; 


HEADQUARTERS 119TH ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
On board Steamer Adriatic, Alexandria, La., March 17, 1864. 
CoLoNEL: I have the honor to present the following report of the 
part taken by my regiment in the action of the 14th instant, in which 
was captured Fort De Russy: We left Simsport at 9.30 p.m. the 
13th ; marched some 8 miles; went into camp at 1 a. m. of the 14th; 
commenced the march again at 5 a. m., marching a distance of 32 
miles in less than twenty hours, our brigade being in the rear of 
division on the march. The ball was opened by the Third Indiana 
Battery before we came up. After a brisk firing on each side with 
artillery, I received your order for my regiment to move forward, 
passing the Ninth Indiana Battery, and to form line on the left of 
the road and in rear of Third Indiana Battery, with our right rest- 
~ ing on the road and to move forward, which was done. This line 
was formed at 4.45 p.m. After moving forward through the field 
and into the wood I was ordered to halt my command and wait for 
the Fifty-eighth Illinois, which had formed on the right of the road, 
- to come up on a line with me. When the line was complete, by your 
order, I moved forward again. After moving some 150 yards 
farther forward, I was ordered by Captain , of General Mow- 
er’s staff, to move by the left flank, filing to the right, in order to 
, flank the front. I accordingly did so, taking the lead of the brigade, 
followed by the Kighty-ninth Indiana (Colonel Murray) and Fifty- 
eighth Illinois (Major Newlan). We moved by the flank around to 
the extreme left of the fort, completely surrounding the same, and 
formed line within 100 yards of the works of the enemy. We halted 
for a moment to see that the formation was complete with the Kighty- 
ninth and Fifty-eighth, when the enemy opened upon us with 
musketry, which was returned with vigor and coolness for a moment; 
then your order was received to charge the works. I immediately 
gave the command to charge, and with bayonets fixed, with loud 
cheering, the men moved forward upon the works without a falter 
until the works were carried. Upon rising the works I discovered 
a white flag floating from the enemy’s works, which indicated that 
they had surrendered. In this engagement I lost in killed 1 man, 
mortally wounded 2, and slightly wounded 7; total killed and 
wounded, 10. 
_ Itis impossible for me to particularize in regard to the actions or 
bravery of any one officer or man. All did their duty well and 
bravely, and 1 am proud to say that in this the first general engage- 


the way of the charge and in ascending the works. It is a small 


ime, and there could not have been one minute’s difference in the 


_ was the last brigade in position (having passed completely around 


_ To the officers and men under my command I tender my thanks for 
_ their skill, coolness, and bravery, and to officers under whose com- 
mans I am I| can only say that I am proud to be commanded by 
them, ins 
: Tam, colonel, your obedient servant, Es 
THOMAS J. KINNEY,” 
: Colonel, Conmanding. 
Col. Wituiam F. Lyncn, 
. Commanding First Brigade. 
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Hpors. 119TH Inuinois INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Steamer Adriatic, Alexandria, La., April 26, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to send herewith the following report of the 
_ part taken by my regiment in the battle of Pleasant Hill, La., on 
' the 9th instant: We left Grand Ecore on the morning of the 7th, 


marched through mud and rain 15 miles, and camped at 5 o’clock 
near the Double Bridges. Next morning were off again at 7 o’clock ; 
marched 20 miles toa point about 1 mile east of Pleasant Hill; went 
intocamp at9 p.m. At this time we received notice of the defeat of 
the Thirteenth and Nineteenth Corps, and were informed that they 
would fall back and form in our rear. With this understanding we 
formed our commands at 2 a, m. on the 9th, and awaited the move- 
ments of the other troops. The trains of the Thirteenth and Nine- 
teenth Corps passed through our lines and were parked in our rear. 
We remained in this position until about 9 a. m., when we were 
ordered to the front to form line of battle at the hill; accordingly 
the brigade moved forward, the Highty-ninth Indiana in advance, 
the Ninth Indiana Battery next, followed by the Fifty-eighth Illinois, 
and my regiment bringing up the rear. We moved to the open field, 
_-where we were drawn up in line, and remained in that position for 
about one hour, when I received your order to move my regiment by 
the left flank and form in the wood on the left of the field, with my 
left extending obliquely to the rear, in order to guard against a flank 
movement of the enemy; the Fifty-eighth Illinois moving in the 
[same] direction, but about one-fourth of a mile to my right and 
about the same distance to the front. ‘These movements were exe- 
cuted with great dispatch at about 10 a.m. We were left in this 


llinois or the Kighty-ninth Indiana were up before my colors were, 
is was owing to the distance from the works and the obstructions - 


matter of contention who entered first, as all entered nearly the same _ 


re) 


_ time of which the whole brigade was inside the works ; and I can 
only say that the First Brigade was the rear in column on the march, — 


_ the enemy’s works), the first to make the charge, the first to enter : 
_ the works, and the first to plant the national flag inside the fort. 


part of the field. 


to cy iia the enemy’s right flank [attack], and, by order of Gen- 
era 


‘open field. I moved in this direction until I came to the lower part 


The firing in front became more general as time passed, and the 


‘Nineteenth Corps was falling back, hotly pressed by the advancing 
foe, until about 5 o’clock, when the lines of the Nineteenth Corps were 


broken and the enemy charged through the wood and into the open _ 


front to rear obliquely on the left company of my regiment, in order 


field, driving everything before them. At this moment I changed | 
¢, 


Stone, moved forward my right near the edge of the prairie or 


of the field, when I met a Texas regiment and part or all of a Mis- ; 
souri regiment. I opened a heavy fire on them at once, and pressed 
forward upon them before they could rally from the shock and drove ~ 
them in great confusion before me. At this point I took one stand 


- of rebel colors (the Texas) and several prisoners. I here halted for 


a moment and rallied a portion of the Thirtieth Maine Regiment, 


~ which had been driven back in confusion, and formed them in “ee 


rear; then moved them up to my right and moved forward throug 

the woods, swinging around to the right as I advanced, until near 
the Shreveport road. When dark came on I found myself near 2 
miles from the point of starting. J then moved back to the open 
field and awaited orders, when, after some delay, I was ordered to 
move back to the position occupied by me at the commencement of 
the fight, which I did. After stacking arms and preparing to get 


_ supper, I received another order to move my command, in connec- 


tion with the Kighty-ninth Indiana, up the Shreveport road, and 
camp in line of battle. After some delay in procuring a new supply 
of ammunition we moved, as ordered, up the road near 14 riites 
stacked arms, placed our pickets, laid down, without supper, in : 
hopes of getting some rest and to be ready to resume the fight in 
the morning or at any moment required. In about half an hout we 
were ordered to move back some half a mile, it being feared that we 
had gone too far out. I called the men up from their sleep, and 
with great caution moved back to the point indicated, where we 
again stacked arms and prepared for sleep. This occupied the time 
until about 11.30 0’clock. At 2 a.m. on the 10th, we received orders 
to form line and prepare to move immediately. This time there was 
no difficulty in getting the men up, as they expected to make a night 
attack upon the enemy and had every confidence in their ability 
under their generals and more immediate commanders to punish the 
enemy badly, when, to our astonishment, the order was given to face 
to the left and move back to Grand Ecore. This march was made 
in good order, making a distance of 22 miles to Double Bridges, near 
the camp-ground on the night of the 7th, and went into camp about 
®p.m. Next day we marched to Grand Ecore, the men weary, tired, 
and almost discouraged at what they considered an unnecessary re- 
treat. But of such things we are not the proper persons to judge. 
In this battle the First Brigade was so divided that each regiment 
had to act independently of the others, and without support ; conse- 
quently the service done might have been greater had the brigade 
been acting together and under the immediate command of our 
proper commander. But I am happy to say that they all went into 


rr 


could: 
open field. In the fight I lost 1 man killed and 1 man severe 


j oe Hill, and 1 man shot through the hand. I can only speak of the 
men and officers of my command in general terms. They all, wit! 


_, performed the duties assigned with the greatest coolness and dis- 
patch. To Maj. W. H. Watson and Adjt. H. S. Buck I tender my — 
thanks for the promptness with which they performed their duties, — 
and to all the officers and men of my command I tender my thanks 


ements after we, ihe woods, but feel an 
much as men could do, and much more than some 


‘ “ 2 Oh 
ave been done at the time the enemy charged through th 
not mortally, wounded, who was left at the hospital at Pleas 


out a single exception, came up to the work like old veterans, and 


for their courage, bravery, and coolness, and with the hope that in 


case we should have another battle that the First Brigade will not _ 


be divided, but left to the command of Colonel Lynch, under the 


direction of our much-esteemed Generals Smith and Mower; then I 
shall feel that success will surely crown our efforts, and that the flag 
of our country will wave triumphantly, and that the fair fame of . 
‘the old Sixteenth Army Corps will not be tarnished, 


lam, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; THOMAS J. KINNEY, 
Colonel, Comdg. 119th Illinois Vol. Infantry. 


Col. W. F. Lyncu, 
Comdg. First Brig., Third Div., 16th Army Corps. 


Hogrs. First Bric., THirp Div., 16TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Mouth Red River, La., May 20, 1864. — 


* 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 


taken by this brigade in the battle of Bayou De Glaize, fought on 
the 18th instant near Simsport, La. : Col. W. F. Lynch, Fifty-eighth 
Illinois Volunteers, being absent at the time, the command of the 
brigade devolved on me. At 9 a. m. skirmishing with our cav-. 
alry in front caused General Mower to move Colonel Hill’s bri- 


gade to the front, and at 11 o’clock I received orders to move the 


First Brigade forward, and in a few moments was in motion, arriv- 
ing at or near the scene of action at 12 m., having moved out by the 
flank, the One hundred and nineteenth Illinois Volunteers in ad- 


Indiana Battery, Capt. G. R. Brown commanding ; next the Fifty- 
eighth Illinois, Capt. R. W. Healy commanding, with the Highty- 
ninth Indiana, Lieut. Col. H. Craven commanding, bringing up the 
rear. I then filed to the left, and moved across the field, forming 
with my left resting on the woods. From thence I moved forward 
to a ditch, where I halted to await orders. I soon received orders 
for the Fifty-eighth Illinois to move forward and join on the left of 
Colonel Hill’s brigade, and for the other two regiments to remain in 
their position until Colonel Shaw’s brigade came up on the right, 
then to nfove forward on a line with him. I then sent for the Ninth 
Indiana Battery, which had been left near the road. In a short time 
Colonel Shaw’s brigade and the battery. came ie and we moved for- 
ward into the timber. Here Colonel Shaw’s brigade was halted, 


- vance, Lieut. Col. S. EK. Taylor commanding, followed by the Ninth - 


Ese 


-T moved forward and formed on the left of the Fifty-eighth — 
linois, when the whole line was halted. Skirmishers were thrown 
~ out in front and on the left to protect the flank, and the Ninth In- 
- diana Battery was brought into position between the One hundred 


and nineteenth Illinois and the Kighty-ninth Indiana, and opened a 


heavy fire upon the enemy. But it was not long before the enemy 


: got fine range on our battery, and put in several very close shots, 
- which compelled us to change the position of the battery farther to 


the left, which was soon done and firing renewed from the guns. 
We soon ascertained that the shots fell short, doing no great dam- 
age totheenemy. During this time, however, the enemy was stead- 
ily advancing, the skirmishing becoming heavier. ‘The-enemy was — 
gradually driving our skirmish line in, and advancing in overwhelm- 
ing numbers. The order was passed to fix bayonets and charge the 
enemy. 

In - moment the whole line was in motion, soon meeting the 
advancing foe, and pouring into his ranks a deadly fire as the 
men advanced on double-quick. With cheer upon cheer we ad- 
vanced. The enemy faltered, stopped, turned, and fled before the 
glittering line of bayonets and galling fire of our men, who nobly 
pressed forward through the woods to the open field beyond. Here 
we halted, being too weak to press the charge farther. I then dis- 
covered that an effort was being made to turn my left flank. LTim- - 
mediately changed the front of the One hundred and nineteenth 
Illinois obliquely to the rear on first company in order to protect the 
line. I then received the order to fall back, and, facing the brigade 
by the rear rank, moved back in line of battle to the open field orig- 
inally occupied by us. In checking the attempt made by the enemy 
to turn my left, the Ninth Indiana Battery rendered great service, 
double-shotting the guns with canister. The Twenty-seventh Iowa 
was ordered to its support, and one section of the Third Indiana Bat- 
tery also came to its assistance, and all poured such a murderous fire 
into the ranks of the enemy that he was compelled to fall back in 
great disorder. I then reformed the brigade, moving farther to the 
right, and then advancing again to the fence in rear of the timber. 
Here I halted until the Second Brigade, Colonel Shaw, was placed 
in position on my left. At this time I learned that Colonel Lynch 
had arrived on the field during the charge, and that he had been 
severely wounded and carried off the field in a moment after he 
arrived. The enemy, having rallied as we fell back, made another 
attack upon our skirmish lines, and with greatly superior numbers 
thought to overwhelm our little band; but the men, nothing daunted 
or disheartened at the loss of their comrades, charged the enemy the 
second time with such daring bravery that he again fell back, pur- 
sued by our men through the woods into the open field. Again we 
were ordered to fall back to the original position, and again the 
enemy attempted to turn our left flank, but with no better success 
than at first. After falling back to the open field the second time, 
re-enforcements came up, but the enemy had already received such 
punishment as induced him not to try another attack. 

‘Darkness soon came on, and the brigade was ordered back -to the 
camp across Yellow Bayou, while the fresh troops took position be- 
hind a hedge in the open ground near the battle-field. This, perhaps, 
was one of the most severe battles of the war, considering the num- 
bers engaged on our side, having but three brigades, of less than 
1,000 men each, to contend against at least three times their number, 
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as will be seen from the 


The ey 


OSS 
146 enlisted men killed and wounded. - 


charge and fallen upon my left leg, Iwas compelled, after reforming — 
the brigade and moving it forward, to transfer the command tem- 
_porarily to him. Of acts of personal bravery Iam unable to speak, 


as all did so well it isalmost impossible to particularize. The killed 


and wounded of the brigade were with two exceptions carried from _ 
the field. We took several prisoners in each charge, but Iam not. 


able to give the exact number. To Lieut. Vol. Hervey Craven and 


Maj. Samuel Henry, of the Eighty-ninth Indiana Volunteers; Capt. | 


R. W. Healy, commanding Fifty-eighth Illinois Volunteers; Lieut. © “S 


Col. Samuel E. Taylor and Maj. W. H. Watson, of the One hundred 
and nineteenth Illinois Volunteers; Lieut. George Sawin, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. Wiliam Wallis, acting assist- 
ant inspector-general, First Brigade, and to Capt. George R. Brown, 


Ninth Indiana Battery, I tender my thanks, and to all the officers 


and men under my command for their coolness and bravery in this 


engagement. My only cause of regret is that so many brave and 


good men fell at the hands of the enemy. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E THOMAS J. KINNEY, 
Colonel 119th lllinois Infantry, Comdg. Brigade. 


Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 40. 


Report of Maj. Thomas Newlan, Fifty-eighth Illinois Infantry, of 
engagement at Pleasant Hull, 


Hpgrs. Firty-HigHTtH Reer. ILLINoIs INFANTRY VOLS., 
Grand Hcore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to submit the following report regarding — 


action taken by this regiment in the battle of Pleasant Hill, La., on 
the 9th instant: At 10 a.m., April 9,our brigade moved from the 


camping-ground of the previous night, about 1 mile east of the scene _ 


of action, and took position on the field of Pleasant Hill, in front of 
the white house used as General Banks’ headquarters, in the follow- 
ing order, viz: In two lines, the Ninth Indiana Battery and Eighty- 
ninth Indiana Infantry forming the first and the One hundred and 


losteonhth Tain 


= 


th 


a 
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ois Infantry and my regiment 


the road by which we came. In this position we stacked arms and 
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rested till about 12.30 p.m., when we moved, under direction of our 
- brigade commander, withthe One hundred and nineteenth Illinois 
- Infantry, into the woods, about 300 yards directly to the left, and 


formed a new line in conjunction with the One hundred and _nine- 


* teenth Illinois on our left, facing outward and almost perpendicular 
to the original line. My regiment remained here less than an hour, | 


when it was moved by General Stone, chief of General Banks’ staff, 
about 300 yards obliquely to the right and front, and posted on a 


high point of ground in rear of a dry slough or ravine,facing the 


heavy timber in front, from which the enemy was expected to attack 


‘the left flank of our army. The ravine referred to stretched off 
to our right along the border of the woods to the main road, the 


open field of Pleasant Hill being on our right and stretching off 


over a fourth of a mile to our rear, toward the position held by the 


right of our brigade. One hundred and fifty paces to our right, 
and in the ravine, was posted Benedict’s brigade of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps, and on the ridge in their rear four guns of a regu- 
lar battery. 

In accordance with the order of Colonel Lynch I had erected 
a small breast-work of fallen timber for the protection, of m 
men, which General Stone afterward ordered [me] to hold at all 
hazards. While resting here awaiting the enemy’s attack I found 
that our army was drawn up in the shape of a crescent, the horns of 
which [extended] toward the enemy. My command formed the 
tip of the left horn facing the enemy, the right thrown slightly 
forward. In this position we were not attacked as expected. About 
4p. m. heavy skirmishing commenced on our right, and a few min- 
utes afterward the rebels charged Benedict’s brigade, which deliv- 
ered one or two volleys and fled in disorder. Being hid by an under- 
growth of pine the enemy did not observe us, but passed by our 


right flank, 200 yards distant, like an irresistible avalanche, pursuing 


the retreating brigade toward the center of the crescent. Observing 


_ this, seeing the battery referred to captured, and fearing that we 


would be cut off and captured, I fell back about 100 paces, changed 
front so as to face the enemy’s flank, and immediately opened fire 
with deadly effect. In a few minutes the enemy began to stagger 
under our fire, and finally broke in disorder. I immediately ordered 
the regiment to charge. The officers and men obeyed with alacrity, 


drove the rebels back across the ravine to the woods, and recaptured 


the lost battery and numerous prisoners.. At the edgeof the wood 
the enemy made a determined stand, pouring such a deadly volley 
into our ranks that we were obliged to fall back ; but at this moment 
the Kighty-ninth Indiana, coming to our support, poured in a volley 
which again put the rebels to flight. My men immediately rallied 
again charged with the rest of our line, and followed the flying 
enemy till darkness put an end to the pursuit. We halted and 
began to retrace our steps at a point at least 1 mile from where the 
battle began. During the pursuit my command sent more prisoners 
to the rear than it had men engaged. Our loss in the action was 
5 killed and 32 wounded. Capt. John Tobin, of Company K, was 
killed ; he fell while nobly leading his men to the charge. 

I am deeply indebted to both officers and men for the brave and 
heroic manner in which they all did their duty; so nobly did all 
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Commanding First Brigade. fs 
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hs Reports of Lieut. Col. Hervey Craven, Eighty-ninth Indiana In- 

on fantry, of skirmish at Bayou Lamourie and engagement at Yellow — 
ayou. ne | ee: 


Hpgrs. Erenry-nintu Recor. Inprana INFY. VOLS oo), 
Governor Moore’s Plantation, La., May 8, 1864. 


‘Sir: I have the honor of reporting to you that the Eighty-ninth 
Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry on yesterday, 7th day of May, 
at the time under my command and comprising a part of the First — 
Brigade, Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, commanded by-Col. 
William F. Lynch, under the command of Brig. Gen. Joseph A. 
Mower, both of whom were personally present, were engaged in a 
skirmish with the enemy on Bayou Lamourie, about 15 milesfrom 
Alexandria, La., with the following casualties, to wit:* Officersand =~ 
men behaved themselves with becoming gallantry, forming line of 
battle under severe fire, and at once charged and repulsed the enemy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. om 
HERVEY CRAVEN,’ 2 
Lieut. Col. Eighty-ninth Regt. Indiana Vols., Comdg. ars 


Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
-—  Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. 


a 


Hpgrs. EIGHTY-NINTH INDIANA INFANTRY VOLS., 
Simsport, La., May 19, 1864. 

HONORED Str: In obedience to General Orders, No. 169, War De- ‘ 
partment, 1862, I have the honor of reporting to you that the Kighty- 
ninth Regiment Indiana Infantry on yesterday, the 18th instant, 
under my command and composing a part of the First Brigade, 
Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, commanded by Col. William 
F. Lynch generally, but owing to his temporary absence at the on- 
set commanded by Colonel Kinney, of the One hundred and nine- 
teenth Illinois, and under the command of Brig. Gen. Joseph A. 
Mower, who was personally present, were engaged in battle with the — 
enemy.on Smith’s and Norwood’s plantations, on Bayou De Glaize, 
about 5 miles from Simsport, La., with the following casualties, 
to wit :+ 

* i i nitted) reports 4 killed, 11 wounded, and 1 missing. 

+ Nomingl tet Deited fess 1 officer (Capt. Bedford W. Gifford) and 6 men 
killed, and 3 officers and 41 men wounded ; aggregate, 51. 


ee mea Z site the field id parti ipating 
Jol. W. F. Lynch, riding onto the field and participati the 
Oger cht ae winded by a musket-shot in the right leg below a 
- the knee, and taken from the field. Colonel Kinney’s horse being — 
~ shot from under him, and falling on one of his legs, disabled him — 
temporarily, when he turned over the command of the brigade tor . 
me. The Fifty-eighth Ilinois, under command of Captain Healy is 
the Eighty-ninth Indiana, under command of Maj. Samuel Henry ; 
and the One hundred and nineteenth Tlinois, under command of 
- Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, officers and men, all behaved themselves 
well, and were well handled, and with great coolness, by their 
respective regimental commanders, after I had assumed the com- 
- mand of the brigade, repulsing the enemy in a desperate charge with 
great slaughter. — ; : = 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 4 
eer HERVEY CRAVEN, a 
Lieut. Col. Highty-ninth Regt. Ind. Infy. Vols., Comdg. — % 
/ Col. E. D. TowNsEND, rage 5 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. 
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_ Reports of Col. Wiliam T. Shaw, Fourteenth Towa Infantry, com- 
—manding Second Brigade, of the capture of Fort De Russy and en- 
gagements at Pleasant Hill and Yellow Bayou, with itinerary of. 

the brigade, March 10-May 24. 


-Hpgrs. SEcoND Bria., THrrD Div., 16TH Army Corps, 
Alexandria, La., March 17, 1864. 


CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
14th of March, 1864, my command, consisting of the Fourteenth, 
Twenty-seventh, and Thirty-second Iowa and Twenty-fourth Mis- 
sourl Regiments, and Third Indiana Battery, was ordered to take the 
advance in line of march toward Fort De Russy, 28 miles distant. 
We started at 6 o’clock, with the enemy’s forces close in front. They 
fell back as we advanced, attempting to burn bridges and retard our 
progress. We pressed them closely, and although several bridges 
were fired, little damage was done to affect our progress till we reached 
the Bayou De Glaize, where they had burned the bridge and made a 
stand on the opposite bank with a force of about 600 or 800 men. I 
immediately ordered forward the Third Indiana Battery, with a 
regiment of infantry, and opened fire on them, clearing the banks so 
as to enable me to cross my infantry unmolested in a scow which 
they had left uninjured, and also enable the pioneer corps to con- 
struct a bridge on which to cross the artillery and teams. I was here 
delayed about two hours. As soon as my artillery had crossed, I 
pushed rapidly forward till I arrived at the town of Marksville, 24 
miles distant from the fort. Here, by order of Brigadier-General 
Smith, the Twenty-seventh Iowa was left to close up the rear of the 


army. With the rest of my command I pushed on rapidly toward 
the fort. 


urteenth 
ft of th 


ol d Iowa, had now arrived with his regiment. I ordered him to the 
right of an open space on the Marksville road to watch the water bat- 
tery and support the skirmishers of the Fourteenth Iowa, that by 
this time extended some distance to the right. This movement was | 
promptly executed, and the position gained with but slight loss. A 
general assault was now determined on, and I was ordered to advance — 
my brigade, when I heard heavy firing on the left. Colonel Gilbert, 
~ commanding Twenty-seventh Iowa, had now arrived, and as my 
skirmishers from the Fourteenth Iowa had exhausted their ammu-  _ 
nition, I ordered him to advance with his regiment to the ground ip 
oecupied by them. The heavy firing at this time commenced onthe 
left, and the command forward was given to all the regiments except Nie 
the Twenty-fourth Missouri, to which I had already dispatched my 
- aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Berg, with the order, but just before his 
arrival the regiment was ordered forward, and led in person by Briga- 
_ dier-General Mower, commanding division. The advance was, how- 
ever, nearly simultaneous with the whole brigade, the different regi- 
ments arriving at nearly the same time at the works of the enemy. 
_ The Twenty-fourth Missouri, led by General Mower in person, has 
_ the honor of being the first of my brigade to plant their colorson ~~ 
~ the walls of the fort, and as far as my observation went the firstthat = 
were raised on the works of the enemy. At6 p.m. the enemy had 
_ surrendered. My command had in twelve hours marched 28 miles, 
- been delayed two hours in building a bridge, fought two hours, 
stormed and assisted in capturing Fort De Russy—a good day’s 
~ work. ; 

My special thanks are due to Captain Cockefair, Lieutenant Ginn, 
and the other officers and men of the Third Indiana Battery, for 
their promptness in bringing on the action and the steady bravery 
with which they maintained their fire for nearly two hours under 
the heavy fire of the enemy’s batteries; also to Colonel Gilbert, 
Twenty-seventh Iowa; Colonel Scott, Thirty-second Iowa; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Newbold, Fourteenth Iowa, and Major Fyan, Twenty- 
_ fourth Missouri, and all their officers and men, for the promptness 

and enthusiasm with which they executed all orders, and the good 

order with which they came into action, after so long and fatiguing 
amarch. Iam proud to say that not a single instance came under 
my observation of any officer or soldier attempting to shun danger or 
duty during the engagement, and my opportunity was good for 
observing each regiment as it Game under fire. To my staff officers, 

Captain Granger, Twenty-seventh Iowa; Lieutenant Buell, Four- 

teenth Iowa; Lieutenant Rapp, Thirty-third Missouri, and Lieuten- 

ant Berg, Third Indiana Battery, Iam under great obligations for 
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their 


ioe - Capt. J . B. SAMPLE, 


eet: See i Rie eee one et 
a nat ae the action; also 


ot and efficient manner in which they fulfilled the du 


positions, = o : 
_ A list of casualties has already been forwarded. 


- -Tam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
co seta WM. T. SHAW, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Mae 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., First and Third Divs., 16th Army Corps. 
a 


\ bog 
- _Hpars. Seconp Bric., THrrD Drv., 16TH Army Corps, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 15, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report that at 10 a. m., April 9, 


1864, I was ordered to report with my brigade, consisting of the — 


Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, 'wenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, Thirty- — 


second Iowa Infantry, and Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, to 


Major-General Banks. By him I was ordered to proceed with my _ 


command to the front, and report to Brigadier-General Emory, 
which I did at about 10.30 a.m. Brigadier-General Emory ordered 
me to relieve Brigadier-General McMillan, who was posted on the 
left of the Mansfield road and at right angles to it, in a dense thicket, 
with an old field in front dotted over with small pines. About 100 
yards to his front and on his right were four guns of the Twenty-fifth 


New York Battery. Brigadier-General Dwight’s command was © 


posted on McMillan’s right, and diagonally to his rear. On the right 
of the New York battery was a ridge, which completely commanded 
McMillan’s whole line and the town, and which also covered the 
approach of the enemy. I therefore deemed it proper to occupy 


this ridge with the Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, and relieve 


General McMillan with the balance of my brigade. This was accord- 


ingly done and General McMillan retired. This left a gap on my 


left and also threw my right beyond General Dwight’s support, but 
with this disadvantage,I considered the position better than the one 
occupied by the troops I had relieved. At this time General Smith 
came up, to whom I pointed out the position of my forces, which 
was approved, except that he ordered me to move my main line 
farther to the right, which brought three companies of the Four- 
teenth Iowa in and on the right of the Mansfield road; this, con- 
sequently, left a greater gap on my left. General Emory was aware 
of the changes by my brigade, but I cannot learn that he gave any 


orders for a corresponding change of Dwight’s brigade. General — 


Emory at this time left the front, and I saw no more of him till after 
dark that night, these dispositions having brought Dwight’s brigade 
in the rear of my second regiment, and nearly perpendicular to my 
line of battle. 

At this time my skirmishers were heavily engaged, and an attack 
appeared imminent. I deemed it prudent to consult with Gen- 
eral Dwight, as General Emory had left that part of the field, and 


I could neither find him or any of his staff. I ae went along ° 
rigade flag, 


the line of his brigade to the place where he had his 
but could neither find him nor any of his staff, when I was informed 
by some officers that they had seen an officer near a house in the 
rear, trying to get a tent pitched, whom they understood to be Gen- 
eral Dwight. I accordingly rode to the place, and after much 


[ 


waiting some ae T again went to ] 
o learn where he could be found. The enemy’s skirmi 
ow (3p. m.) passed my right, and my skirmishers were pres 
losely that it had become necessary to support them with anot 
mpany. I again went in search of General Dwight, and this ti 
und him after a great deal of difficulty. He appeared to und 
nd my position, and promised to send the-necessary support ; é 
e not only failed to do, but withdrew farther to the rear. At about. 
4 p.m. General Stone rode to the front. I rode with him along my 
line, showing him the change that had been made from Emory’s. 
_ original line and the necessity of a corresponding change in Dwight’s 
line. After examining this part of the field his remark was, “Your _ 
- position is well chosen ; it is admirable; it could not be better. I~ 
_ will see that your flanks are properly supported, for this position 
must be held at all hazards,” and immediately passed to my rear, as =~ 
- supposed, to give the necessary orders, but no orders came. A few _ 
- moments before 5 o’clock the enemy opened heavily on me with — 
_. artillery, which was replied to feebly, for a few moments, by the — 
Twenty-fifth New York Battery, when they limbered up and dis- _ 
gracefully left the field, leaving one caisson and one gunintheroad, 
which were drawn off by Lieutenant Buell, of my staff. Atthesame  _ 
time General Dwight fell entirely out of my sight totherear, While 
my battery was leaving a dash was made by the enemy’s cavalry to 
capture it, but they were so well received by the Fourteenth Iowa and _ 
Twenty-fourth Missouri that not a single man escaped, their leader, 
Colonel Bagley [Buchel], falling dead in the ranks of the Fourteenth | 
Iowa. This attack was followed by their infantry, which advanced. 
in two lines, extending beyond both my right and left. They ad- 
_ vanced steadily and in good order across the open field in my front, 
~~ until they got within easy range; then my whole line opened upon 
them, stopping their advance but not preventing them from reply- 
ing vigorously to my fire, causing heavy loss. My men held their 
ground, keeping up a steady and well-directed fire, which soon com- 
pelled their first line to fall back in disorder. In the mean time 
fighting had commenced on my left, and our line to my left had 
fallen back, so as to enable the enemy to pass in rear of my left. 
They had also passed around my right and were firing on my flank, 
when their second line advanced, and I was again engaged along | 
my whole front. 
At this time I received an order from General Smith to fall back, | 
as the enemy was getting in my rear. My staff officers having all 
been dispatched to different officers for support, and being myself on 
the right of my brigade, I had to ride to the left in rear of my bri- 
gade to give the order to withdraw. The brush and timber was so_ 
thick I could scarcely see 10 paces as I passed down the line. I sent 
the order to Colonel Gilbert, Twenty-seventh Iowa, to fall back as 
soon as the regiment on his right should commence retreating. I 
then pushed on to give the necessary orders to Colonel Scott, Thirty- 
second Iowa, when I met the enemy’s forces entirely in his rear, pre- 
venting me from communicating with him. _I was therefore com- 
pelled to leave him to act without orders, Hurrying back to the 
right, I found the Twenty-fourth Missouri had been compelled to 
change its front to receive the attack from the right; also that the 


re C ‘h ove Iming num 
- Lieut olonel Newbold, commanding Fo 
, shot dead, his adjutant mortally wounded. I therefore cot 
it necessary to give the orders to fall back to the three regime 
with which I could communicate, leaving Colonel Scott, 'T 
- gecond Iowa, to extricate himself as best he could. Owing to 


* 


formed and were ready again to meet the enemy, but-night had set 


in and the fighting ceased. My men fought well, holding their ‘4 


ground till ordered to retire, and although my loss was three times 
that of any other brigade on the field, they were still in such condi- 


ble post of covering the retreat of the army, which commenced at 1 
~ o’clock the next morning, and was accomplished in safety. 

I have to report the loss of many valuable officers and men. 
. Among them I will mention Lieutenant-Colonel Mix, Thirty-second 
Iowa, in whom the State has lost a valuable citizen and the army a 


good soldier ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Newbold, commanding Four- 
teenth Iowa, a Christian gentleman, and a brave, industrious, and 


conscientious officer, whose loss to his regiment is irreparable. 
ae Icannot speak too highly of my regimental commanders. Of Col. 
~ John Scott, Thirty-second Iowa, it is sufficient praise to say that he is 
worthy to command the Thirty-second Iowa Infantry—a regiment 
which, after having been entirely surrounded and cut off from the 
rest of the command, with nearly one-half of its number either killed 
or wounded, among them many of their best and most prominent 
officers, successfully forced its way through the enemy’s lines, and 
was in line ready and anxious to meet the enemy in less than 
thirty minutes. Of Colonel Gilbert, Twenty-seventh Iowa, and his 
regiment I can say that they did their whole duty. Although they 
had never been under fire before, they gave their fire with coolness 
and precision of veterans, and fully sustained the reputation of Iowa 
' ‘soldiers. Colonel Gilbert, although wounded early in the action, 
~ remained in command of his men until the fighting ceased. Of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Newbold, commanding Fourteenth Iowa, and his 
regiment, upon whose banners were inscribed Donelson, Shiloh, 
Siege of Corinth, and. Corinth, they fully maintained the credit of a 
name already glorious in the annals of their country. To Major 
Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missouri, with his command and a detach- 
ment of Twenty-first Missouri (those heroes who had learned to 
fight under old Dave Moore), I cannot give too great praise for the 
successful manner in which they defended so long the important po- 
sition that was assigned them—a position the most important in 
our whole line, and which, had it been defended less obstinately, 
might have endangered our whole army. The long list of killed and 
wounded, amounting to nearly 500, shows the desperate valor with 
which my men fought. My men were the first in the fight, the 
longest in the fight, and in the hardest of the fight, and were 
the last to leave the battle-field, and were ready and willing to 
remain and reap the fruits of a victory which they had so dearly 
purchased ; but they were soldiers and must obey the orders of their 
superiors, To Captain Granger, Lieutenant Berg, and Lieutenant 


ye e = 
heavy firing and great loss of officers in the Fourteenth Iowa and 
Twenty-fourth Missouri, Iwas compelled to give the orders to the 
men in person to fall back, which, together with the thick brush, 
- eaused a temporary confusion in their ranks, but they rapidly re- 


_ tion that the commanding general saw fit to give them the responsi- 
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ig this ty T have to state that, although under Gen 
orders, and the farthest advanced of any troops in the fi 
mishing with the enemy for six hours before the attacl 
ommenced, I neither saw General Emiory or any of his staff until 
a ter the fighting had ceased, nor was I able to find him, although I 
Bepetehed several messengers to him to report the situation ; 
affairs. Inclosed herewith please find plan* of that part of the battle- 
field occupied by my brigade. — . eS ae yt 
5 ela WW MS AS ELAW se 
ate Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. J. B. Sampie, rote. Pea pares 


so 


_ Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. SECOND BRIG., THIRD Div., 16TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 26, 1864. 


_ Captain: I have the honor to report the part taken by my brigade © 
in the action of Bayou De Glaize, May 18, 1864. 
_ My brigade was placed in reserve at the commencement of the ac- 
_ tion. I was ordered to send forward a regiment to support a battery 
 ontheright. I sent forward Major Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missourl, 
~ Inext sent to the left my two Napoleon guns, under Lieutenant Burns, = 
_ Third Indiana Battery, my two James rifles having already been = 
' engaged under Lieutenant Ginn. Iwasnext ordered to send another’ 
regiment up to support the batteries on the left. I sent forward the Vi 
- Fourteenth Iowa, commanded by Capt. L. A. Crane. This left but = 
two regiments in reserve, viz, Thirty-second Iowa, Major Eberhart = 
~ commanding, and Twenty-seventh Iowa, Colonel Gilbert command- 
ing. I soon perceived that the enemy was pressing closely our left, ee 
and without waiting orders I ordered the two regiments in reserve to fr 
move slowly to the left while I rode to the front to see how the battle 
went. I soon saw that the cavalry on the left had given way, and 
that the enemy was turning our left flank. I immediately ordered 
the reserve into line at double-quick, fronting to the left, when the 
enemy made their appearance through the timber in their front, but. 
a well-directed fire from the Twenty-seventh and Thirty-second Iowa, 
the Ninth Indiana Battery, and the two 12-pounder Napoleons of 
the Third Indiana Battery, also the Fourteenth Iowa, which had 
changed its front, soon sent them back with heavy loss. The enemy, 
having been heavily re-enforced, again advanced, when I was ordered 
to move forward and meet him. I moved forward, meeting him in 
the edge of the timber, driving him out of the timber, across an open 
field, under the protection of their artillery, inflicting upon him 
heavy loss. I then halted and withdrew with the balance of the 
line out of range of canister, and remained till dark, when we fell 
back to the ground occupied the night before. My list of casualties 
I have already forwarded. My loss, though heavy, is comparatively 


*Not found. 


“number o in al 
artillery. 


=f Colonel, Command gade. 


‘Asst. Adjt, Gen., 1st and 3d Divs., 16th Army Corps. + 


Capt. J _ B, SAMPLE 


; Shes of the Second Brigade, Third Division, Sixteenth Army : 
ee Corps, March 10-May 24.* m ae 


. March 10.—The brigade left Vicksburg as part of the Red River 
expedition, under command of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith. 
March 12.—Entered the mouth of Red River. toe 
March 14.—Marched across from Atchafalaya River to Fort De 
~ Russy, on Red River. The brigade, being in advance of the army, 


attacked, and, after fighting two hours, charged upon and captured 


the fort with upward of 200 prisoners and 10 pieces of artillery. 
The distance marched from Atchafalaya to Red River was 35 miles. 
March 16.—The brigade came to Alexandria, me 
March 26.—Marched to Cotile Landing, 20 miles. . 
, April 2,—Left Cotile Landing, on Red River, La., on board trans- 
orts. : 
: April 3.—Reached Grand Ecore, La.; lay in camp until the 7th. 
April 7.—Moved out as part of Brigadier-General Smith’s com- 
- mand on the Shreveport road. 
April 8,—Encamped at night near Pleasant Hill, La. 
April 9.—The brigade was ordered to report to General Banks at ~ 
Pleasant Hill. By him it was ordered to the front to report to Brig- — 
adier-General. Emory. General Emory ordered the brigade to 
relieve Brigadier-General McMillan’s brigade in the extreme front. 
_ Heavy skirmishing was kept up for six hours, when the enemy 
appeared in force, and a severe engagement followed, in which the 
Second Brigade lost in killed and wounded 484 men. 
April 10.—In the morning the brigade covered the retreat of the 
army. : 
_ April 11.—Reached Grand Ecore. 
- Apru 13.—Crossed Red River, and proceeded up on the opposite 
Z side a few miles above Campti to relieve the transports, hemmed in 
_ by a force of the enemy, consisting of 1,500 men and a battery of 
four guns. 

Apri 14.—This effected, it returned to Grand Ecore, where it lay 
until the 20th. 

April 20.—The brigade, with the remainder of Brig. Gen. A. J. 
Smith’s command, moved to Natchitoches, 4 miles distant, and re- 
mained there until the evening of the 21st. 

April 22.—Moved out, falling in the rear of General Banks’ army. 

April 23.—The brigade was present at the engagement which took 
place at Cane River in the afternoon and morning of the 24th. 

April 26.—The brigade reached Alexandria. 

Apri 30.—The brigade is now protecting General Banks’ army, 
whose principal business seems to be speculating in cotton and sugar. 


* From returns for March, April, and May. 
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; _ May 9.—Were ordered some 4 miles to the rear and right to pro-— e 
Fé ae ae cine to Alexandria, between General Mower’s forces | 
an e i Finis 


irteenth Army Corps. Fn eat 
May 13.—In the evening the brigade marched to Governor Moore’s — 
plantation, joining General Smith’s forces, which marched from | 
there on the morning of the 14th, covering the retreat of General 
— Banks’ army. : 
May 15,—Arrived at Marksville at night. cas 
~ May 16.—In the morning a heavy skirmish ensued, which resulted | 
in driving the enemy entirely from the field. Skirmishing more or | 
less severe occurred every day of the march until the 18th, when the 
advanced army had reached the Atchafalaya, the rear (General = 
~ Smith) having crossed and lying near Yellow Bayou. Onthefore- 
noon of that day the enemy appeared in force in our rear, and this, vag 
_ with two other brigades, was ordered to recross the bayou and meet = —— 
him. A severe engagement ensued against numbers largely superior 
to our own, while the balance of our army lay quietly 3 miles dis- 
_ tant from the action. The fight lasted until 4.30 p. m., resulting in 
- driving the enemy and capturing nearly 300 prisoners. This bri- 
_ gade lost in killed and wounded 48 men, 
7 May 19.—The brigade lay in line of battle all day and until 2 
y 


a.m, of the 20th. Ke 
— May 20.—Again crossed Yellow Bayou; marched to Atchafalaya ; é 
crossed and encamped on the opposite side. 
May 21.—Marched to mouth of Red River. 
May 22.—In the morning embarked on transports. 
May 24.—Arrived at Vicksburg early in the morning. 


No. 43. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph H. Newbold, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, 
of the capture of Fort De Russy. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH [OWA INFANTRY, 
On the Steamer Ewing, March 15, 1864. 
CoLONEL: In compliance with instructions from your headquar- 
ters I hasten to send you a list of the killed and wounded, and also 
a report of the part taken by the Fourteenth Lowa in the capture of 
Fort De Russy, March 14, 1864. On nearing the enemy, posted 
within his fortifications, two companies of my command, D and I, 
under Capt. W. ©. Jones, Company I, were ordered to deploy as 
skirmishers to the right of the road, where the enemy’s fortifications 


y seei 


ith tellin, 


quently the artillery firing in that direction entirely ceased. I ad- — 
vanced the regiment, which had been’ posted a short distance in 
rear of the skirmishers, as you directed, when the firing became brisk _ 
on the extreme left of the line. The nature of the ground fora | 
short distance was such as to break the line very much, but as soon iq 
as the open field was reached and the command forward was given 
by the officers, the regiment, joined by the skirmishers, dashed 
_, through the field into the ditch and clambered over the parapet into 
_. the fort with a shout that drowned the rattle of the enemy’s mus- 
 ketry. . 
Officers and men acted nobly. Nonewere killed. Below is a list* 
_ of the wounded, which I am happy to know is very small. 
- T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH H. NEWBOLD, 
en Lieut. Col., Comdg. Fourteenth Iowa Vol. Infantry. 
Col. WiLLIAM T. SHAW, 
= ee Commanding Second Brigade. 


eter eee 


No. 44. 


Report of Capt. Warren C. Jones, Fourteenth Towa Infantry, of 
engagement at Pleasant Hill, 


Bee, Hpagrs. FOURTEENTH Iowa INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Be Grand EHeore, La., April 12, 1864. 

CoLONEL: In compliance with instructions from your headquar- 

ters I herewith submit the following report of the part taken by 

the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry Volunteers in the battle of Pleasant 

_ Mill, La., April 9, 1864: The regiment moved out to the front 
with the brigade to which it was attached at afew minutes of 11 

a. m., taking position upon a line parallel with an open field, the 

right resting upon a road immediately in rear of the Twenty-fifth 

New York Battery. Company I, under command of Second Lieut. 

G. H. Logan; Company K, under command of Capt. William J. 
Campbell, were deployed as skirmishers across the center of the 

field, their left resting upon the skirmish line of the Twenty-seventh 

fowa, Skirmishing occurred at intervals until 4.30 p. m., when the 
enemy advanced. by a terrible cavalry charge, our skirmishers rally- 

ing in their appropriate places. The Twenty-fifth New York Bat- 

tery fell back in rear of us. We reserved our fire until the enemy 

were in easy pistol range, when we opened fire upon them, which 
almost annihilated them, horses and riders rolling almost within 

our lines. This charge was followed by an advance of infantry in 


* Nominal list (omitted) reports 6 wounded. 


chable bravery and indomitable will of the regiment. 9 
Upon the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel Newbold I assumed command 
the regiment, and I tender my most hearty thanks to the officers, 
1 oned, non-commissioned, and privates, for the gallant man- eG 
‘in which they sustained their reputation, gained upon the bloody 
elds of Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, De Russy; and Pleasant Hill. I 
ithdrew the regiment with the rest of the brigade, by your order, — 


at 6 p.m. ¥ 

coir) : WARREN ©. JONES; ee 4S 
By c- Captain, Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment Iowa Infy. Vols. — Ne 
Col. Wiii1am T. SHaw, ee 


ag r 


‘oe Commanding Second Brigade. sh cteeie y 
Y 4 » No. 45, ' Gs s& 
Report of Capt. Leroy A. Crane, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, of ae 
. engagement at Yellow Bayou. ee 
i Hpaers. Fourtrentu Iowa VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, ie 
2 In the Field, May 22, 1864. : 
A CoLOoNEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 


part taken by the Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry in the bat-  _ 
tle of Bayou De Glaize, La., on the 18th day of May, 1864: After —  ~ 
forming my command in line of battle under your direction, and 
being marched nearly to a belt of timber known as Old Oaks, I | 
- marched the regiment by the left flank, as you directed, into the 
- timber to support the Ninth Indiana Battery. The enemy being 
repulsed I reformed on the main line on the right of a section of the 
Third Indiana Battery, and again advanced, under a heavy fire from ay 
the front and left, and drove the enemy out of the timber and across 
an open field, a distance of nearly a mile, when I was ordered to 
halt my command. No further advance was made during the day. 
The conduct of both officers and men during the engagement, with 
very few exceptions, was good. The following is a list} of killed and 
wounded, as shown by reports of company commanders. 
-Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. A. CRANE, 
Captain, Comdg. Fourteenth Iowa Vol. Infantry. 
Col. W. T. SHAw, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Third Div., 16th Army Corps. 


*Lieutenant Hazlett was not killed. dg 
+ Nominal list (omitted) shows 19 killed, 61 wounded, and 9 missing ; total, 89. 
+ Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 killed and 13 wounded. 


3 ~~ and moved rapidly forward, keeping well closed up on the train just 
~*~ in my advance. When cannonading commenced the remainder of _ 
_ the brigade to which my regiment was attached were in the advance, 


uae wee 
orts of Col. James I. Gilbert, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infa 
the capture g Fort De Russy and engagements at Pleasa 
and Yellow Bayou. 


Brigade, Third Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to 


report that while on the march near the town of Marksville, La., on — 
the 14th day of! March, 1864, the Twenty-seventh Regiment Iowa Vol- 
- unteer Infantry was ordered to halt in the town as provost guards _ 
until the army had passed through, after which we were to resume 


our march. When the column had moved by I assembled the guards 


having moved forward while we were’on duty as provost guards in the 


town of Marksville. I immediately sent forward Lieutenant Peck, 


acting adjutant, to Colonel Shaw, commanding brigade, requesting ~ 


him that I might be permitted to take my place in the brigade. Lieu- 
tenant Peck returned and reported to me that he had failed to find 
Colonel Shaw. I sent him a second time. The request was granted, 
and we were directed to move forward. We were ordered to relieve 


-. the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, and moved up to do so, but at that 


moment a simultaneous charge was ordered. It was a long way to 


the fort (De Russy). The ground over which we must charge was well | 


cleared of trees. Many logs lay on the ground, and several ditches 
were to be crossed. At the command, ‘‘ Forward, double-quick, 
“march!” the entire regiment sprang forward with a will, moving too 
rapidly at times for a long charge, but all the time under apparent 
good control. We sprang into the ditch on the east and south sides 
of the fort, and mounted the parapet in all haste. When the fort 
was surrendered a part of my regiment, with others of other regi- 
ments, joined in a fire of musketry, and with them united in a wild, 
ringing, vociferous yell of joy. It was the first time we had ever 
charged upon an enemy’s works, and it has not been reported to me 
that any officer or soldier failed to do his duty and to do it well. 
Our list of casualties is as follows: Robert Beck, private, Company 
. dangerously wounded in the left breast by accidental discharge 
of gun. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


‘servant, 
JAS. I. GILBERT, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. T. GRANGER, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-SEVENTH Reat, Iowa Vou. Inry., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 11, 1864. 
CaPrTain : I have the honor to report the following list of casual- 


ties in the Twenty-seventh Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers at _ 


the battle of Pleasant Hill, April 9, 1864, together with remarks: 
About 10 a. m. we were ordered into line. Moved 14 miles on the 
road to Shreveport and took position on the left center of the brigade, 


| 


eet A ; ’ tfc. Tide 
| Alpers. TWENTY-SEVENTH ReEaT. lowa VoL. INFY., * 
On Board Steamer Diadem, Alexandria, La., March 17, 1864. 
a Ore : In compliance with orders from headquarters Second > ‘ 


» 3 ” 
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emy along the Shreveport road. Our men remained quiet until 
y had approached to within short range, when a full volley was 
fired into the rebel ranks. The effect was telling. Riders reeled 
_and fell senseless. Horses were struck as dead as if a bolt of heaven  —s_— 
had riven the very air. The scene was an appalling one. Scarcely — 
aman who made that charge but met death on the spot. Theenemy — 
had moved up on the left of the advance line in strong force. The — 
line had already broken away to the left, and news came from my —_ 
left that the enemy was flanking us. Already they were firing in — 
- our rear. Several shots had taken effect in the ranks of Companies _ 
BandG. The enemy advanced in our front in solid columns. We 
met them with a determined fire. Volley after volley was fired into 
their ranks. For two hours the rattle of musketry was incessant — _ 
and deafening. Several shot and a number of shell struck immedi- 
ately by us, bursting and wounding a number of men. About 530. e: 
p. m. the order was given to retire, but was not received by me until | 
other regiments had retired, leaving both flanks of my regiment | 
_ greatly exposed. We fell back in good order and in line until the . 
enemy was discovered to be flanking us, when the line was broken, 
and we escaped through a narrow passage, the enemy pouring a 
_ sharp fire upon both flanks, and closing in rapidly on our rear, At ~ 
this point a large part of those reported in the following list were ~~ 
killed or wounded.* We immediately formed line in the rear of oa 
pop porung column and awaited orders. a 
am well pleased with the conduct of the men on that occasion. > — 
I would like to mention the names of some of the officers and soldiers 
who distinguished themselves, but all conducted themselves so 
bravely and so well that I refrain from mentioning any save Capt. 
J. M. Holbrook, Company F, who, after having received a severe 
wound, led his company with distinguished gallantry until a second 
severe wound was received, and the regiment had reformed in the 
rear of the supporting column. 
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, 
JAS. I. GILBERT, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


I 
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Capt. C. T. GRANGER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpers. TWENTY-SEVENTH Rect. Iowa Vou. INFY., 
Steamer Diadem, May 26, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of 
the part taken by my regiment in the battle of Old Oaks, La., on 


* Nominal list (omitted) reports 4 men killed, 5 officers and 65 men wounded, and 
14 men missing ; total, 88. 
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“pattle. We staid in this position for the space of two hours, sub- — 


jected meanwhile to the artillery fire of the enemy, which was very 


1eavy. At 3p. m. we were ordered to move by the left flank ata _ 


-double-quick about 500 yards, when we formed a line perpendicu- 
larly to the rear of our former line, and at this point we were sub- 


jected to a very heavy fire from the small-arms of the enemy, but in 
- about fifteen minutes succeeded in repulsing him, We then changed 
front again by moving by the right flank and filing right, and re- 
|! “mained in this position nearly a half hour, when we were ordered 


to advance. We moved forward about 1,000 yards through a heavy | 
piece of timber, driving the enemy before us, but as we came out on 
the open ground the enemy opened on us with grape and canister, 
forcing us to retire. We fell back to our former position in good 


- order, considering the roughness of the ground and the thickness of 


the underbrush. We staid in this position about one-half hour, 


- when we were ordered to fall back by the flank nearly a half mile, — 


where we lay until sunset. We were then ordered back to the posi- 
tion occupied by the regiment the night before, where we lay all 
night. The loss of the regiment was 3 killed and 14 wounded. — Offi- 
cers and men of my command behaved with the greatest coolness 
and bravery. Where all did so well it is useless to particularize. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. I. GILBERT, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. W. G. DoNNAN, | 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 47. 


Reports of Col. John Scott, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, of the 
capture of Fort De Russy and engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-SECOND Towa INFANTRY, 

Steamer Southwester, near Fort De Russy, La., Mar. 15, 1864. 

Captain: In relation to the part sustained by my command in 
the capture of Fort De Russy, on yesterday, I have the honor to 
report that when the attack commenced my regiment, preceded by 
the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, Third Indiana Battery, and Twenty- 
fourth Missouri Infantry, was approaching on the Marksville road, 
moving by the right flank and about 2 miles distant. I advanced 
in this manner as rapidly as was consistent with efficiency until 
within supporting distance of the battery, and formed line of battle, 
my left resting on the road. I was here met by Brigadier-General 
Mower, and ordered into position on the extreme right. To obtain 
a position partially covered from the fort by uneven ground inter- 


0 high to be very destructive. ( 


fe ; ent disablin, 


rt. In this advance 2 men were wounded, 1 very dangerously, — 
verely. While all behaved well, many acted with conspicuous _ 
‘gallantry. Their highest compliment is in the words of the pris- _ 
oners: ‘“‘The men onthe right took the fort.” ; Seige 
_ With devout thankfulness that the list is so short I append state. 
ment of casualties.*¥ —— - t oe afi 
Iam, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
: ~ JOHN SCOTT, e 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


at 


a Capt. C, T. GRANGER, : | 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Greneral. as 
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Hpgrs. THIRTY-SECOND lowA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, pe 
Grand Kcore, La., April 12, 1864. 
-  §1r: In relation to the engagement at Pleasant Hill, La., on the 
9th instant, and the matters intimately connected therewith, Ihave  — 
_ the honor to report that on the morning of the 7th instant, moving 
from Grand Kcore, according to the order of the march forthat day 
my regiment was in the rear of the brigade. Everything progressed 
k satisfactorily until about 2 p. m., when we encountered the head- 
- quarters train of Major-General Banks, entirely blocking the way. 
: and hindering our progress. The wagons were overloaded, and were 
_ said to contain articles ranging in weight from paper collars to iron 
_ bedsteads. In this manner two brigades, including artillery and 
trains, were delayed more than four hours, in the midst of heavy 
rain-storms. Finally the troops passed by in an effort to reach the 
assigned camping-ground before dark, but failed, and camped 2 
' miles short of the proper position, subsistence and camp equipage 
not coming up until the night was far advanced. 
On the 8th, we moved forward 20 miles, and camped near Pleasant 
Hill at sunset. For several hours had heard heavy artillery some 
miles in advance. During the night our camp was overrun with 
stragglers from the front, who circulated the wildest stories of dis- | 
aster and loss of men, artillery, and trains. 
On the morning of the 9th, these were repeated and exaggerated. 
The road was seen to be filled with teams crowding to the rear, 
Evidences of past defeat and prospective retreat were everywltere 
visible. These were the moral surroundings as my command was 
- moved to the extreme front, and took position in line of battle at 10 | 


niet * 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 killed and 2 wounded. 


reason: still unknown to me, was without support, though thre 
ened, and might be considered a key to the whole position. I reste 
in the edge of a woods in the rear of an old field, which extended fo 
a mile to my front, and across which my skirmishers occasionally — 
_ exchanged shots with the enemy’s pickets throughout the dav, but | 


our front in heavy force, moving in column by battalion, deploy- < 


‘OAS 


tio the Nineteenth Corps. M ] i 
g on the extreme left of the brigade, was supporte 
the other regiments of the brigade, and more im 
e Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry. My left, for som 


e right by 
iately by th 


without casualty to my command. Our line was at right angles to — 
the Mansfield road, and about 1 mile from. the village of Pleasant 
Hill. About 4 p. m. the activity of the enemy’s skirmishers in- — 
creased, and in a short time he advanced across the open space in 


ing as he advanced. My skirmishers were recalled, and my left — 
company, which had been thrown forward and to the left to cover 3 
my exposed flank, was forced back with some loss, and took its — 
proper position in the line. The fire of my command was reserved 
until the enemy was within easy range, and when opened was so 
destructive that he faltered, passed to my left and through the open 
space to my rear, losing heavily by the fire of my left wing as he 
passed, but threatening to cut off my command from our main forces. — 
1 at once sent information to pe superior and to the commander of 
the troops on my immediate right of this peril to the whole line, but 
without orders to abandon my position, though very critical, I could 
do nothing but change the front of my extreme left to face the new 
danger, and protect my flank and rear, if possible. This was done, 
and a well-directed fire kept up to the front and left, which kept the 
enemy at bay. : 
Mean time he was steadily pouring his columns past my left, and 
working across the rear of my position, so that in a short time the 
battle was in full force farin my rear. In this state of affairs I . 
discovered that all the troops on my right had been withdrawn, tak- 
ing with them a portion of my right wing. Lieutenant-Colonel 


_ Mix, in charge of the right wing, and Captain Miller, commanding ~ 


Company B, on my extreme right, fell fatally wounded. My atten- 
tion had been chiefly directed to the front and left, as the exposed 
directions, and I only came to a knowledge of the retrograde of the 
right when the first three companies were already gone. The tim- 
ber and undergrowth were such that I could not observe my whole 
line from any one point. The movement was promptly checked, but 
the ground thus left vacant was promptly occupied by the enemy, 
and a destructive fire opened upon us from a new direction, render- 
ing it necessary that itshould be met by a new line, which was done. 
My lines now faced inthree directions. Iwas completely enveloped 
without orders, and virtually in the hands of the enemy, had he 
dared to close in and overwhelm us with his masses now around us. 
This was my position until after sunset, by which time the enemy 
had left my front, passing now by my right to the rear, where the 
fight was still raging, and observing by the fire and the cheers of 
our men that he had been forced back on the left, and that our forces ° 
ins that direction could not be distant, I moved by the left flank 
about 200 yards to the left and rear, where I met and joined our most 
advanced troops. My brave men were nearly out of ammunition 
which for the past hour had been well husbanded. They were ex. 
hausted, but not dismayed, and felt that the battle-field was ours. I 
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- gerously wounded, and First Lieut, Thomas O. Howard, fatally 


$ 


- wounded, I mourn the loss of good men as well as gallant soldiers. 
The record of others is found in casualty list, and in the body of this 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, ae 
. JOHN SCOTT, 
; Colonel Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, Comdg. Regt. 
Col. WILLIAM T. SHaw, 
Commanding Brigade. 


No. 48. 


Report of Maj. Gustavus A. Eberhart, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry, : 


of engagement at Yellow Bayou. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-SECOND Iowa INFANTRY, 
Steamer Southwester, May 23, 1864. 


Sir: In relation to the part taken by my command in the action 
on Bayou De Glaize, on the 18th instant, I have the honor to report 
that at 10 a.m. my regiment was ordered forward with the brigade 
to engage the enemy. In the brigade we occupied the position of 
Third Battalion; on the right, Twenty-seventh lowa and Twenty- 
fourth Missouri, on the left, Fourteenth Iowa. 

‘During the first part of the action, being in the second line, we 
were under a heavy fire from artillery. Some guns from Third and 
Ninth Indiana Batteries being thrown forward on the left, the Four- 
teenth Iowa was detached as support. A few minutes after, the 
cavalry on the left, being pressed very heavily, gave way, permitting 
the enemy to bring a heavy force against the left. At this time 
received orders to move by the left flank into the woods; but the 
enemy having advanced so rapidly as the batteries came out, Brig- 
adier-General Mower in person gave me orders to change front by 
filing the battalion to the left, which was done in time to meet. the 
attack. Being at the left of the battalion I found the right to have 
been detached from the Twenty-seventh Iowa and moved back toa 
ditch, forming an oblique line toward the enemy. This, I have 


* See addenda to Smith’s report, p. 318. 


report. To CaptainJonathan Hutchison my especial thanksare due, 
- not only for his gallant conduct, but also for repressing reckless ex- 

osure among the men of the command, and thus saving valuable 
lives. His son, a youth of much promise, was killed by his side 
_ early in the action. PED 


was repulsed after a brisk action o 
were afterward thrown forward into 


with a list of casualties. * Cee | 
ee 5 ‘ G. A. EBERHART, 

a Major, Commanding Thirty-second Lowa Infantry. — 
Lieut. W. G. Donnan, sities 
aos a Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 49. 


ee Reports of Maj. Robert W. Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, 
of the capture of Fort De Russy and engagements at Pleasant Hull 
and Yellow Bayou. | ee . ; A 


ye Hpgrs. TWENTY-FOURTH MissourRI INFANTRY VOLS., 
3 ea On board Sioux City, near Alexandria, La., March 17, 1864. \ 
--  CGapratn : In obedience to orders received this date from brigade 
y headquarters, I beg leave to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteers in the attack upon * 
and capture of Fort De Russy on the 14th instant: At or about4 ~~ 
o’clock of the f4th instant the Twenty-fourth Missouri was ordered 
up on double-quick, with instructions from the brigade commander 
_ to form on the left of the road and take position so as to protect the 
battery (Third Indiana). In this position we remained until the 
- Third Indiana had exhausted all their ammunition, and the Ninth 
Indiana Battery was brought up to relieve them, at which time 
Brigadier-General Mower ordered us to fix bayonets and advance in 
line of battle. This order was obeyed, until arriving at the edge of 
the timber in front of the west side of the fort, where the regiment 
was halted sufficiently long to correctly align it, when it was or- | 
dered to charge bayonets, an order that was obeyed not only with 
promptitude but with the utmost furor. Not a halt was made until 
our colors were planted on the walls and the fort surrendered. The 
Twenty-fourth Missouri claims its colors were first on the wall, and 
it the first inside the fortifications. 
Our loss was 1 killed, 1 mortally wounded, 4 severely wounded, 
and 7 slightly wounded. Where every man did his duty it would 
be impossible to make distinctions. 
Respectfully submitted. 


R. W. FY AN, - 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
‘Capt. C. T. GRANGER, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-FOURTH MissouURI VOLUNTEERS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 


com. 
ne 


my until 12 m., when the officer commanding reported the enemy : 
o be extending his line for the purpose of flanking our right or 
cutting us off. I sent forward Company B to assist A, and refilled 


until about 4.30,when the enemy opened with artillery upon the bat- 
tery on the left of the regiment (Twenty-fifth New York). In a 
very short time the battery we were supporting retreated. The en- 


left the ground, wounding 4 of the regiment badly. A force of 
rebel cavalry consisting of some 350 then charged upon us. We let: 
them advance within 50 paces before a gun was fired, when we poured 
a volley upon them and threw them in confusion. Ordering the 
men to reload we continued firing until we literally annihilated them. 
As the few that remained retréated the artillery of the enemy again 
opened upon us with grape, canister, and shell, and continued firing 
some ten minutes, when | observed their infantry advancing massed 
in column upon us. Such was our position that I felt satisfied we — 
_ could successfully repel any force brought against us in front. As 
the advance column of the enemy reached the hill in front I ordered 
the regiment to fire. It responded as one man. I then ordered a 
charge on the staggered column. As we rushed on with cheers they 
gave back. Finding we had cleared the hill, 1 recalled the regiment » 
to its original position. Again and again did the enemy press our 
front, and we fought each other at 15 paces. Every effort made by 
_ them resulted in their discomfiture. . At length they appeared upon 
- our right flank in force, and poured volley after volley upon us. Ex- 
_ posed as the regiment was to a heavy cross-fire against such numbers 
_ Lordered them to fall back, which they did disputing every foot. At 
_ the open field in rear of the timber the regiment reformed, and here 
- we lost the most of ourmen. The color-sergeant was shot down, | 
when Corporal Young seized the colors, and he too fell. Corporal 
_ Baker then took and retained possession of the colors, during the 
balance of the time we were engaged in the fight. Our ammunition 
being expended I withdrew the regiment until the colonel command- 
ing brigade reformed the brigade and issued ammunition, assigning 
us position on the right of the brigade, where we remained under 
arms until ordered to march in the morning. We went into action 
with 1 field officer, 1 acting adjutant, and 9 line officers, and 400 men. 
Our loss is as follows: Killed, 9; wounded, 70; wounded and miss- 
ing, 10; missing, 7; total, 96. Every oflicer and man in the regi- 
ment obeyed orders implicitly and did his duty fearlessly and as an 
American soldier. 
Respectfully submitted. 


ROBT. W. FYAN, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. C. T. GRANGER, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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the boxes of A with cartridges. These companies were engaged ? z 


emy shelled the timber in our rear some minutes after our battery | e 


—  Hpers. TWENTY-FOURTH MissouRI INFANTRY VOLS., 


_ Mouth of Red River, May 21, 1864. 


Missouri Volunteers moved out with the brigade on the morning of 


Oe the 18th instant, and formed line of battle near Bayou De Glaize, on 


the right of the brigade, remaining in that position until ordered 


forward to support the First Missouri Artillery.* On moving near. 


the point designated I found the battery limbered up and going to 


the rear, leaving one gun that appeared to be disabled by having all 


its horses killed. 


Captain Jah a assistant adjutant-general First and Third Divis- — 


ions, ordered the regiment to take position on the left of the gun, 
the right of the regiment near the road next the bayou, and the left 


not quite against the Thirty-third Missouri Infantry Volunteers. In 


this position we waited the advance of the rebels, who could be dis- 
tinctly seen moving forward in line of battle. As they were cross- 
ing the open field in front of us we received orders to advance, which 
we did, opening a destructive fire on the enemy, driving them before 
us until we were recalled by reason, as we understood, of the left of 
our line being outflanked. Falling back to our original position, we 


- lay under a very heavy artillery fire until the enemy again made 


appearance in much heavier force. Their line extended to the 
bayou, and they were suffered to approach until they had passed the 


’ field, and were coming on, apparently confident they would meet 


with no resistance, when General Mower ordered us to charge, which 
the regiment did in gallant style. The first fire we gave the enemy 
the two regiments on their left broke and fled, and the Twenty- 
fourth Missouri were flanking the Fifteenth Texas, with every rea- 
son to believe we could have captured them, as they were throwing 
down their arms and giving up as we were closing in, when we 
received an order, the second time, to fall back, which we did, carry- 
ing our prisoners with us. In falling back we were under very 
heavy artillery fire, and after we reached our original position they 
continued pouring shot and shell into us. Late in the evening we 
were ordered back, and fell in with our brigade as they returned to 
camp. Several of the regiment were seen struck, and our casualties 
were 2 killed and 13 wounded. Where every officer and soldier did 
his whole duty it would be impossible to make distinctions. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. FYAN, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. W. G. Donnan, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


~ No. 50. 


Reports of Capt. James M. Cockefair, Third Indiana Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD INDIANA BATTERY, 
Steamer Sioux City, March 20, 1864. 
CoLONEL: At about 3.30 p. m. on the 14th instant, while on the 
road running from the little town of Marksville, La., to Fort De 
Russy, on Red River, my battery was ordered forward on double- 


* Battery M, 


--Lasurenant: In obedience to orders received, the Twenty-fourth — 


attery was oe position at about 800 yarc 
t works of the fort (looking in the direction from which 
, at right angles to and on the road which we went in on, ; 
i in a woods, with about 300 yards of cleared space between the 
ds and the enemy’s works. The firing was commenced by us at 
15 p. m., and was immediately replied to by the enemy, with two 
ounders, one 7-inch rifled, and two 26-pounder smooth-bores — 
- ae n), and was kept up with spirit on both sides until 6 o’clock. — 
The officers and men of my command did their duty well, and be- | 
haved with commendable courage throughout the whole action; we 
fired near 400 rounds. Casualties in killed and wounded were, Pri- _ 
vate Charles T. Berkau, severely wounded in the head by a piece of | 
Shell, and 2 artillery horses disabled. jase 
‘Respectfully, your obedient servant Be 
as | _ JAMES M. COCKEFAIR, ee 
Captain Third Indiana Battery, 


Senco WT. SHAw,. 2. 
fies Commaraing Brigade. 


Camp THIRD INDIANA BATTERY LIGHT ARTY., 
Near Grand Ecore, La., April 18, 1864. 


GENERAL: In complhance with your circular of the 17th instant,in © 
relation to the operations of the Third Indiana Battery Light Artil- | 
lery, since it left Alexandria, La., I beg leave to make the following — 
report, viz: On the morning of the 26th of March, 1864, the battery, & 
- in company with the army, left Alexandria and marched overland 
to a point on Red River about 22 miles above Alexandria, arrivin 
there at about 4 p. m. on the 27th following. March 29, inated 
on transports Sioux City and William L. Ewing at Bayou Cotile 
- Landing, Red River, and on the 2d of April following left the same 
with the fleet of the Red River expedition and proceeded up Red 
River. April 3, arrived at Grand Ecore Landing, disembarked, and 
encamped near the same. April 7, 7.30 a. m., left camp and marched 
to Pleasant Hill, La., distance 38 miles, arriving near the same 6.30 
p.m. on April 8. April 9, left camp at 8.30 a. m. and marched to 
Pleasant Hill, and was engaged in the action with the enemy at that 
place on the same day. Had 3 men slightly wounded in the same. 
Remained on the battle-field until 3 a. m. of the 10th instant, when 
we received orders to retreat to this place, where we arrived at about 
sundown of the 11th instant. On the 15th of this month a foraging 
_ party from my company, consisting of 12 men, all mounted, started 
in company with others across the river from this, and when about 
3 miles from the same they were surprised and surrounded by a 
party of the enemy’s troops. Loss on my part, 6 men, 10 horses, 10 
saddles, 10 bridles, 10 halters, and 10 blankets. Six of the men of 
my party with 2 horses succeeded in making good their escape and 
arriving safely in camp. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
AMES M. COCKEFATR, 
Captain Third Indiana Battery Light Arty., Comdg. 


Brig. Gen. RICHARD ARNOLD, 
Chief of Artillery. 


as Feats 
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Report of Lieut. Thomas J. Ginn, Third Indiana Battery, of en= 
in gagement at Yellow Bayou. “peestaka > 


_ 


Third Indiana Battery, in the action with the enemy at Old Oaks, 
- La., on the 18th instant, viz: Early in the morning of that day I 
was ordered by Brigadier-General Mower to take the two James 
rifled guns belonging to the battery into action against the enemy, 
3 who were then attacking our forces on a road leading along Yel- 
low Bayou. I went into action with the guns mentioned at about 
8 a.m. in the day, opening fire on the enemy at a distance of 
about 14 miles and continuing the same at the same range stead- 
ily for about one hour and a half, when I withdrew the guns out of 
reach of the enemy’s fire in consequence of having exhausted all the 
long-range ammunition belonging to them, my instructions not al- 
lowing me to go any farther.. During this time the enemy opposed 
us with rifled guns, throwing projectiles of our own manufacture 
(3-inch rifled) at us, making good shots at our position. In this 
action my command behaved commendably, and I have reason to 
believe did good execution on the enemy’s forces opposed to us, 
Toward noon of the same day I was ordered to bring forward the 
remainder of the battery, consisting of two 12-pounder smooth- 
bores and two 6-pounder smooth-bores. These guns were halted 
for perhaps one hour and a half in an open field, a few hundred 
yards to the rear of the center of the line of our forces. Our forces 
were by this time more or less engaged all along the whole extent of 
their line. At about 1.30 p.m. I was ordered to bring forward the 
12-pounders and take a position in the edge of a wood on the left of 
_ our forces, which had just been vacated by the Ninth Indiana Bat- 
tery Light Artillery. We here immediately opened fire upon the 
enemy with shot and shell at a distance of nearly 2,000 yards, and 
which we had kept up but a short time when the enemy made a 
heavy charge upon our forces in that part of the field, threatening 
their left flank seriously. I immediately turned my guns upon the 
advancing columns of the enemy, and that, too, with double charges 
of canister-shot at a distance of not over 350 yards. At most the 
effect of our fire here was splendid and contributed greatly to the 
defeat and discomfiture of the enemy. I was soon compelled to 
retire these two guns, as the whole line of our forces in that part of 
the field fell back a few hundred yards before the charge of the 
enemy mentioned. In the meantime I had ordered up one of my 
James rifled guns, with a new supply of long-range ammunition, and 
with the five guns of my command now on the field went into bat- 
tery just in the edge of the woods, where I had found the center of 
the line of battle of our forces on first coming into action. Nothing 
more of any importance occurred in my command that day. I re- 
mained on the field with the five guns until late inthe evening, when 
we were relieved and fell back with the Second Brigade, Third 
Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, to a position several hundred yards 
to the rear of the line of battle. During the day we fired about 150 


Doe Hrapquarters THIRD INDIANA BATTERY, : 
a : . Vicksburg, Miss., May 24, 1864. Bs 
: Sir: In compliance with your order of this date I have the honor . 
. to report as cae concerning the part taken by my command, the . 


b T al enditu 
LON. @ wear of material consequent ‘upon hard servic 
and deserves credit for their conduct during the whole. _ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — Has 
LAE ph SDSS Ay 8 (AU: Mo: eh AM OBS.652 GINN Gc ge. 
>) Kirst Iieut., Third Indiana Battery, Comdg. Conypany. — 
Lieut. W. G. Donnan, , | | | geese ae 
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_ Report. of Col. Risdon M. Moore, One hundred and seventeenth — 
Illinois Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, of engagement at ~ 
Pleasant Hill. 


Hpqgrs. TarrD Bria., THIRD Div,, 16TH ARMY Corrs, ——_|- 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864, 
-. Captain: I have the honor to report the part my command took 
in the battle of Pleasant Hill. On the night of the 8th of April my 
brigade was encamped on the left of the main road leading from 
Natchitoches to Pleasant Hill, and about 1 mile east of the latter 
place. At2 a.m. the morning of the 9th, the brigade was ordered 
under arms, and at 4a. m. I received an order to send one regiment 
to picket a road about three-fourths of a mile to our left. I sent 
the One hundred and seventeenth Ilinois Volunteer Infantry to per- 
: form this duty. It was moved from the position assigned it at 2 p. 
* m. a half a mile to the extreme left, oat 4p. m. the regiment was 
H again moved, ordered to cover three roads immediately on the left 
of the line of battle, in which position it remained until the battle — 
was over. The regiment was not in the action, and no casualties, 
At9a.m., in obedience to orders from division headquarters, I moved 
the Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry and One hundred and seventy- 
eighth New York Infantry and Third Indiana Battery, temporarily 
assigned to my command, 1 mile west into an open field and formed 
them into column of regiments, with the battery between, the right 
resting on the road. In that position they remained until 2 p. m., 
when the Third Indiana Battery was relieved by the Ninth Indiana ~ 
Battery, which was placed in position on an elevated spot on the left 
of the road, with the One hundred and seventy-eighth New York 
Infantry on the left supporting it, and the Forty-ninth Illinois In- 
_fantry immediately in therear. At 4 p.m. I moved the Forty-ninth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers forward on the double-quick about 
100 yards in front of the One hundred and seventy-eighth Regiment 
New York Volunteers, and formed them in line of battle. In a 
few minutes afterward the enemy came rushing on the field in pur-, 
' suit of a regiment which had been posted in our front all day. As 
my command and the battery which I was supporting could not 
open on the enemy on account of this retreating regiment, and the 
battery belonging to the Nineteenth Corps being in our front, I 
instructed the commanders of regiments to cause their men to lie 
down. This was scarcely done when the enemy, advancing on a 
furious charge, fired into my command, whereupon both regiments 


“e 


arose and delivered their fire. At this time my command suffered 

_ most severely, being exposed at the same time to a murderous fire of 

musketry and on at short range, grape, shell, and spherical case - 
Thi 


being freely used. s caused my command momentarily to waver. 


‘This was speedily checked-and a charge ordered, when my command 


advanced on the double-quick on the enemy, and drove them rapidly 
back across the field, a distance of half a mile, in fifteen minutes. 
Near the woods at a deep ditch the enemy resisted very stubbornly, 
but they were soon driven backin confusion. My command entered 


the woods with the One hundred and seventy-eighth New York 


Volunteers on the left of the Forty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
Both regiments continued to advance, and the Forty-ninth Regi-. 


‘ment captured two pieces of artillery with caissons, said to belong to 


Nims’ battery. After my command had proceeded a quarter of a 
mile it was halted by Capt. J. B. Sample, assistant adjutant-general 
First and Third Divisions, to prevent our forces from being cut off 
by the enemy, who were making a flank movement to the right. I 


halted the command, when a furious fire was opened upon us by 


musketry and artillery. I then moved the command to the right 
and rear, and formed it on the left of the Third Brigade, First 
Division. It had in the mean time become quite dark. One more 
general charge was made, in which my command participated. The 
enemy now gave way rapidly and the firing ceased. My command 
was then formed on the left of the battle-field, in which position it 
remained for two hours, when it was ordered forward 24 miles. At 


’ 2 0’clock on the morning of the 10th I was ordered to be ready to 


move at a moment’s notice. At3 a.m. my command was ordered 
to return to Grand Ecore. During the action both officers and men 
of the regiments under my command behaved well. Thanks are 
due to my staff officers, who rendered me valuable assistance. The 
casualties which occurred in the two regiments in the action have 
been previously furnished.* 
IT have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, : 
R. M. MOORE, 
Colonel 117th Illinois Volunteers, Comdg. 
Capt. J. B. SAMPLE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st and 3d Divs., 16th Army Corps. 


No. 53. 


Report of Maj. Thomas W. Morgan, Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry, 
of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


Hpars. Forty-NintH Reet. Inu. VET. Vou. INFY., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
_ LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that on the 7th instant, 
in accordance with orders from headquarters Third Brigade, my 
command took up the line of march on road leading from this place. 
to Shreveport, La. On evening of 8th, camped near Pleasant 
Hill, On morning of the 9th, was in line of battle at an early hour. 
About 9 o’clock advanced about 1 mile to Pleasant Hiil, and took 
position in the open field with the right resting on the road. There 
was no change during the day until about 4 o’clock, when the enemy 


* Embodied in addenda to Smith’s report, p. 313. 
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lere I ok position in rear of § 
_ Brigade, exp to a mur 8 fire and unable to return it o 
_ account of a portion of Second Brigade being in our front. The 
_ regiment laid down and remained in line in that position until the — 
_ linein front was driven back and the enemy advancing rapidly, when, _ 
_ being unsupported, my command was forced to fall back a short dis- _ 
tance and rallied on the right of the One hundred and seventy-eighth — ee 
4 
pe 
ry 


New York Infantry. A charge was now ordered along the line, and 
my command charged acrossithe open field, driving the enemy before 
| it, entering the timber, capturing 2 pieces of artillery and 100 pris- | 
| oners, and proceeded to an open field about 14 miles beyond the — 
point of attack. At this point the enemy attacked my right flank »* 
| and forced me to fall back to a point in the open field, where I 
| reformed with the remainder of the brigade and again advanced to 
_ the edge of the timber. It was now dark and firing had ceased. | 
During the engagement both officers and men of my command acted 
with the utmost coolness and bravery. Belowisa list of the casual- 
ties of my command.* 
Respectfully submitted. Tere? 
Your obedient servant, sir, ; c 
THOS. W. MORGAN, 
Major, Comdg. Forty-ninth Regt. Illinois Infy. 
Lieut. S. H. DENEEN, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 54. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam, One hundred and seven- 
teenth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. : 


Hopars. 117TH Ree. ILLINOIS INFANTRY VOLS., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the part my command took 
in the battle of Pleasant Hill. At4 a. m. of the 9th of April, 1864, 
I took position, by order of the division commander, upon the left to 
prevent a supposed movement to turn our left. Some time after sun- 
rise I was ordered to join the brigade, then just leaving camp, which 
order wasobeyed. Shortly after I received an order to return imme- 
diately to my former position, where] remained until 2 0’clock in the ~ 
day. From this position I was moved a half mile farther to the 
extreme left on a main road, which I was specially instructed to guard 
and hold. Shortly after reaching this new position the battle of 
. Pleasant Hill commenced. As the fight became heavier on the left 
I was ordered by General Mower to cover three roads immediately 
upon the left of the line of battle. I disposed of my command upon 
these roads so as to protect them from any contemplated attack. 
ere [remained until the engagement ended. As no demonstrations 
were made on that part of the line, the regiment did not become 
engaged. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
J. MERRIAM, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. 117th Illinois Infantry, 
‘Brig. Gen. L. THomas, Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 8 men killed, 1 ofticer and 29 men wounded, and 11 
men missing. ‘ 
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_ New York Infantry, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


eae Report of Col, Edward Wehler, One.hundred and seventy-eighth 


z HEADQUARTERS 1vsta New York VOLUNTEERS, vo 

é — Camp near Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
_ §rr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the regiment under my command in the action near Pleas- 
ant Hill, La., on the 9th instant: The regiment was marched from 


' its camp near the road in the forenoon of that day, about a mile to 


the front, and there placed in position, its right resting-on the road. 
It thus remained, with slight alterations, until about 4 p. m., when 
the enemy attacked and overthrew the troops in front and drove 
-them back upon the reserves. This attack was sudden and the ad- 
vance of the enemy most rapid. A regiment lying a short distance 
in front of my command rose suddenly when the enemy appeared, 
turned, and broke. Momentarily the panic was communicated to my 
command, which fell back in considerable confusion for a few paces, 
when by the exertions of the officers the men rallied and at once 
advanced upon the enemy with the other regiments of the brigade. 
Part of a battery which had been placed in our front had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, but there his farther advance was checked. 
The battery was recovered by a spirited charge of the brigade, in 
which my command took part, and the enemy driven back despite a 
determined resistance. This pursuit was continued across the open 
fields, immediately in front, into the woods, for. a distance of 
nearly 2 miles. The regiment remained there until darkness put a 
stop to the fighting, when it was ordered to the edge of the woods, 
from where it was shortly afterward again marched to the front on 
the road, remaining by the same a distance in advance during the 
~ night. The officers and men under my command behaved well, and 
it would be injustice to name afew where all deserve praise. 
I beg to refer to the annexed list of casualties,* and remain, 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- EDWARD WEHLER, 
Colonel 178th New York Volunteers, Comdg. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY. 


No. 56. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith, U. S. Army, commanding 
Provisional Division, Seventeenth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. Division, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Red River Expedition, Fort De Russy, March 16, 1864. 
GENERAL: Agreeably to your request I have the honor to trans- 
mit unofficially brief statement of progress of the naval forces and 
General A. J. Smith’sscommand in the Red River expedition to 
present date, 12 m.: The fleet of transports sailed from Vicksburg 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 10th instant. The detachment I have the 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 men killed, 5 officers and 17 men wounded, and q 
men missing. ; 
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halted, ordered coffee for the men, and fed the animals. 


Meanwhile pioneers were reconstructing bridge by the enemy _ 


destroyed. At noon resumed march, which till this time had led us © 
for the most part through a rich and highly cultivated country, past 
extensive corn-fields and sugar-houses. Now crossing the bayou and 
penetrating a swamp for a few miles, we suddenly emerged in one 
of the most beautiful prairies imaginable, high table-land, gently 


, undulating, watered by little lakes, with occasional groves, the land- _ 


scape dotted with tasteful houses, gardens, and shrubberies. This | 
prairie, called Avoyelles, is settled exclusively by French emigrants, 
many of whom, as our army passed, sought shelter under the tricolor 
of France. Pushing bows rapidly we gained Marksville at 5.30 
p.m. Deserters had warned us that the enemy were on our left flank 
and rear as early as 3 o’clock. .My troops were well closed. Two 
and a half miles beyond Marksville, at 5.30, I formed line of battle, 
my right resting immediately on the left of the advanced forces; 
transportation and ambulances parked far to the rear, As my com- \ | 
mand came to front brisk musketry firing commenced at the fort ; 
some shells fell to the rear and right of my line. I was ordered by 
the general commanding to look well to my rear and left wing, that 
I might anticipate attack from Walker with 6,000 Texans. At 6.30 
news was brought me that the fort had surrendered. I threw out 
heavy pickets, stacked arms, and went into bivouac. 

In summary, I may remark that on the 14th instant the command 
marched 284 miles, built a substantial bridge, 60 feet in length, 
repaired minor ones, and took a fort between sunrise and sunset. 
But one brigade (Col. W. C. Ward’s [W. T. Shaw’s?], of Mower’s 
command) was actively engaged. Their casualties were 2 killed, 33 
wounded. The substantial results, 334 prisoners, 24 officers (from 
lieutenant-colonel to third lieutenant), large amount of commissary 
and ordnance, and ordnance stores, as per schedule I have the honor 
to transmit herewith. I also inclose draught* of fortifications and 
topographical map* of country immediately circumjacent. Mean- 
while convoy and fleet had made slow and devious way through the 
tortuous windings of the Red, whose navigation at present stage of 
water is difficult. Rapid current, frequent eddies, sharp bends, and 
snags are the natural obstacles. To these the enemy had added rafts 
and spiles. As the fort surrendered the Black Hawk rounded to, and 
shortly afterward the general commanding received the congratula- 


* Not found. 
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- dient servant and friend, 
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tions of the admiral, who he will compliment by present of the 9-inch 


piece of the Indianola and the pieces of the Harriet Lane, recapt- 

ured. The quartermaster has no paint, however, and we shall not be 

able to repeat the inscriptions of Haynes’ Bluff. | ; 
My command is in occupation of the fort, and will be engaged 


to-day and to-morrow in the demolition of the casemates, bridges, 


&c., and finally the blowing up of the magazine. The main body, 
under the command of General Mower, convoyed by Admiral Por- 
ter, sailed last night for Alexandria, where I expect to join them in 


three days. General A. J. Smith remains with me; also the gun- 


boat Benton, Captain Greer. My command is in excellent health 
and fine spirits ; deserve compliment for their steadiness, discipline, 
and marching qualities. Dispatch-boat waits my orders. I write 
hurriedly, or rather dictate from horseback. Shall hope to send 
you good account of my stewardship. 

I meanwhile have the honor to be, with highest respect, your obe- 


THOS. KILBY SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. J. B. MCPHERSON, 

Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg. 


P. §.—I send Colonel Nale with prisoners and dispatches to Baton 
Rouge. Opportunity permitting, he will make written reports, filing 
them on his return. 


Haste, 
TOKoS 
[{Inclosure.] 
SCHEDULE OF CAPTURED PROPERTY, 
24-pounder guns and carriages (en barbette) 0... cae cc ctw nsec ssevaces 2 
6-pounder iron smooth-bore carriages (en barbette)...................02--- 2 
9-inch Dahlgren gun and chassis (casemate)............ 0000 cece ee ee cee eee ff 
9-inch Dahlgren guns and chassis (en barbette).................02.000000: 2 
32-pounder smooth-bore gun and chassis, 1827 (en barbette)................. d. 
32-pounder rifled gun (en barbette).... 22... 25.0. . k ee rece ce cee can esececcus 1 
Oe -POUNCE! CATTONACEE. Sie e:sc sim + ecaieta m sleie zie) ete ora seis acerca eR eee 2 
Small-arms. 
Hntieldixiflesis:;Gacacctha ake P eed eh aoe ate aa ee eee 55 
Smooth-bore muskets (Harper’s Ferry) ......0......00ccccne secceeeeeceees 45 
Smooth-bore: muskets. (Springfield) g2< ¢.u:. on oss sd ssihas ie pee ree 72 
WV. AEN GY” TLE acs ia: etn, nua agnso cet oP IGuie a ent Bos RE Tiis ia Bai. 6 RR i ae eee 1 
Magazine. 
SOTICESHOD.. sce-ctaness sdeis ara.) sonido nage ohana tealane easicae atc. UGE oe eee a ae 986 
DPHEPICAT CASE oo sinc cele’ we ie oeas aers occ Le Scat eee te es 348 
(e100) | Ce Ra Eee SR ees rr Ee I eo ee 282 
Stands.of grape =. si. ose. 0 Sei ees (whe. Sates aerate 97 
Stands.of Canilsters.:.isane ves datasets ele ea aishbeers 28 
24-pounder gun cartridges (en barbette).... . <6. .0is aaseleeeve vines Beews des 110 
Cartridges for 82-pounder gun..............0....000. sc aick tudes: Senne ee 150 
Cannon powder (pounds); 2222.0 i eines... oi eee ee eens 1, 850 
Melchior peimers 2.) Pcp... eRe ete lone klik ee ee 1,000 
.58-caliber elongated ball cartridges... ... 20.0... 0.005 ce cvecceceec cece cu. 20, 000 
-68-caliber buck and ball.............-- av beeien'y's tue dens Sinaia Wet ee eae oe RG 


Col. W. T. Shaw commanded the advance, Second Brigade, Third 
Division, Our loss, 9 killed, 42 wounded. Confederate loss, 2 killed 
8 wounded. . 
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Brig. Gen. T. K. Surrey, 


Ra a ees _-—s Heapguarrers RED RIVER EXPEDITION, 


— Comdg, Division, Seventeenth Army Corps : 


_ GENERAL: You will take charge of the river transportation belonging to the Six- 


teenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, and will conduct it to the mouth of Loggy 


_ Bayou, opposite Springfield, at the foot of Lake Cannisnia, and will then, after 


a careful reconnaissance toward Springfield, disembark one regiment and push 
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it forward to Bayou Pierre, and hold the bridge at that point. On arriving at Mans- 


field I will endeavor to communicate with you at Springfield, and it may be send 
for supplies. From Mansfield you will receive further orders in regard to your 
movement toward Shreveport. tir, ‘ 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ : 

A. J. SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


With the letter of instructions I received a verbal order from Gen- 
eral Smith to communicate with Rear-Admiral Porter previous to ~ 


starting, and intimation to consult with him during the progress of 
the fleet. In obedience to orders, on the 7th of April, I embarked 
my command on the following steam-boats: Hastings, Emerald, W. 


L. Ewing, Thomas E. Tutt, and the Sioux City, and the following — 


boats reported to me for orders: Clara Bell, Liberty, Hamilton, 


J. H. Lacy, Mars, Des Moines, Adriatic, Southwester, and Diadem, | 


and issued the following order : 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ' HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 21. Steamer Hastings, Grand Ecore, La., April 7, 1864. 


I. The fleet will be prepared to sail at 11 a. m. in the following order: 1, Hast- 
ings; 2, Clara Bell; 3, Emerald; 4, W. L. Ewing ; 5, Liberty ; 6, Hamilton; 7, J. H. 
Lacy; 8, Thomas E. Tutt; 9, Sioux City ; 10, Mars; 11, Des Moines; 12, Adriatic ; 
13, Southwester ; 14, Diadem. 

The same orders and signals as heretofore will be enforced and strictly followed. 

Col. J. B. Moore, commanding First Brigade, will furnish a company, properly 
officered, to each of the following boats as a guard: Clara Bell, Liberty, Hamilton, 
and J. H. Lacy. Col. L. M. Ward, commanding Second Brigade, will furnish a 
like guard to the steamers Mars, Des Moines, Adriatic, Southwester, and Diadem. 

The officers in command of the guard will be held strictly accountable for the 
conduct of their men. The guard to be divided into proper reliefs, and must not 
take off their accouterments while on guard. None of the transports will land or 


troops debark, except by order of the commanding general or brigade commanders, — 
* * * * * B 


* * 


At 1p. m. the fleet sailed and arrived at Campti at 5 p. m., when 
the following order was issued : 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No, 22. Campti, La., April 7, 1864. 

I. Whenever the fleet lands for the night, Col. J. B. Moore, commanding First 
Brigade, will throw out a strong picket on the bank, covering the fleet from the 
steamer Hastings to the steamer Thomas E. Tutt. Col. L. M. Ward, commanding 
Second Brigade, will establish a like picket, covering all the fleet in rear of the 
steamer Thomas E. Tutt, his line joining that of Colonel Moore. “The pickets will 
be posted under the direction of the brigade officer of the day. The pickets will be 
instructed to come in at the signal for starting—one long whistle. 

Il. The order of march is modified as follows: Clara Bell will move in the ex- 
treme rear of the fleet, under convoy of the gun-boat Chillicothe, and will report to 
the commanding officer of the same for orders. | 


Stats ¢ TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. | (Cuar. XI 
Til The dene boats that have not 
in rear of the fleet in the following order : 1, 
4, Universe ; 5, Colonel Cowles ; 6, Meteor. / 4 
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reported for orders will sail immediately 


“Ty. The Black Hawk, General Banks’ headquarters boat. will move immediately 
in rear of the steamer Hastings and asconsort. Lieut. A. J. Boyington, Ninety-fifth 


Illinois Volunteers, will report-with his company on board steamer Black Hawk as 
guard till further orders. ; 4 a wa 

-V. Col. J. B. Moore, commanding First Brigade, will furnish each of the follow- 
ing boats with a guard of at least 25 men, under command of a commissioned offi- 
cer: Rob Roy, Iberville, John Warner, and Universe. Col. L. M. Ward, command- 
ing Second Brigade, will furnish each of the following boats with a like guard: 
Colonel Cowles, Meteor, and Shreveport. y 

* x * * * * * 

I also issued the following general order: 7 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. Division, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 7 Steamer Hastings, Campti, La., April 7, 1864. 


Each transport of the fleet will be governed by the signals ordered by the rear- 
admiral commanding Mississippi Squadron, a copy of which will be posted in the 
pilot-house. They will keep their position indicated in the order of march. If ac- 
cident occurs to any boat the fleet will stop till the necessary repairs are made. No 
boat will land for fuel or any purpose save by order, and transports will frequently 
communicate their condition and requirements to the commanding general on the 
headquarters boat Hastings. The most rigid discipline will be enforced by military 
commanders, not only upon the soldiers who guard the boats, but the crews and serv- 
ants of the same, being careful, however, to treat steam-boat officers with courtesy, 
and avoiding improper interference with the navigation of the boats. Pillaging will 
not be countenanced, and officers will be held personally and strictly accountable 
for their commands. 

Attention is directed to Special Orders, No. 21, prohibiting the landing of soldiers 
tine bie orders, and the same order will apply to the officers, crews, and servants of 
the boats. 


* * * * * * * 


Learning from scouts at Campti that the enemy wasn the vicin- 
ity, I ordered Colonel Moore to send a regiment to reconnoiter. The 
result of their reconnaissance was advices that the enemy passed up 
the river rapidly. 

April 8, got under way at 10.30 a. m., being delayed by the Iber- 
ville getting aground and the necessity of relieving her of a portion 
of her cargo, she drawing at that time 6 feet 6 inches. Arrived 
at Coushatta Point 6 p. m., and learning that the enemy were at or 
near the chute, 6 miles above by water and 3 miles by land, I 
ordered Colonel Ward to debark his brigade and proceed to Cou- 
shatta Chute, with instructions to keep up communication with me 
through the night, and be prepared to re-embark at that place in the 
morning. The enemy retired before them, and during the night 2 
prisoners were sent in; one Capt. Richard 8. Venables detached to 
burn cotton. April 9, got under way at 9a.m. Shortly after re- 
embarked Colonel Ward’s command and arrived at Nine-Mile Bend 
at 5.30 p.m. On the 8th and 9th, we heard rumors of the battle, 


but mostly going to show that the enemy were defeated and in full 


retreat. April 10, got under way at 10 a. m., arriving at Loggy 
Bayou at 2 p.m, At that point the large steam-boat New Falls 
City had been thrown across the river by the enemy, heavily loaded 
with mud, and sunk. Agreeably to my instructions, I immediately 
debarked troops for reconnaissance, and while placing my command 
received a verbal message, through Colonel Taylor, delivered by 


- Captain Andrew, from General Banks, to return the messenger, at 


the same time announcing reverses at Mansfield. I consulted with 
Rear-Admiral Porter, and ordered the fleet to back down the river in 


+ 


b Roy ; 2, Iberville; 3, John Warner; 


, and turn as the bayous and pockets of 
ufford facility. The river was exceedingly narrow an iU- 

ous, the bottom covered with logs and snags, and the banks full of 
drift, rendering the navigation most difficult and dangerous. Inthe 
course of the night I succeeded in getting the fleet turned, and, April 
~ il, got fairly under way at 6.30 a. m., and arrived at Coushatta iF 

Chute at 8 p. m., meeting but trifling resistance from theenemy. 

Here I received the following written order: é Wi Rabied 5 Ds 


inte 


EM ON THE RoaD, April 10, 1864. 
| Brig. Gen. Kinpy Sirsa, . ore 
ie Commanding Division, Seventeenth Army Corps: ' 
The general commanding directs that you return immediately to Grand Ecore — te 
| with supply steamers and your entire command, Please report to him upon your 
| arrival, ' ine 

By command of Major-General Banks : 


GEO. B. DRAKE, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


April 12, sailed at 7 a.m. This day the navigation was exceed- | 
ingly difficult, and almost all of the transports were ina crippled © 
condition, rudders unshipped.and wheels broken. I felt it necessary | 
to separate the fleet as much as possible to avoid collisions in turn- 
ing the bends. Keeping the meee transports under my eye and con-. 

trol, the admiral having preceded me in the lead, I kept to the rear 
of the fleet. At 12 m. the enemy began to appear in considerable 
numbers, and, firing on the Meteor, killed 1 man. Desultory firing 
was kept up continuously until, at 4 o’clock, the Hastings went. 
under the bank on the south side of the river, near Pleasant Hill 
Landing, to repair wheel, which had become unserviceable ; the 
Alice Vivian, a boat that had reported the day before, lying mid- 
way in the stream, fast aground. The Black Hawk towing the 
gun-boat Osage. The Vivian signaled for help. I ordered the Clara 
Bell to report to her. Clara Bell failing to move her the Emerald 
was ordered to her. About this time the Rob Roy ran astern of the 
Black Hawk, and the enemy, a brigade about 1,200 strong, with 
four field pieces, commanded by General Green, of Texas, formed 
upon the bank, putting their pieces in battery within point-blank 
range of the Hastings, the nearest boat. The Neosho* and Lexington 
* (gun-boats) at this time were lying at the opposite bank, half a mile 
up. lLIordered the Hastings to cast off, and just as we got under way 
the battery opened upon us, the first shot falling a little short, the 
others over us; their practice was defective. Getting a good posi- 
tion upon the opposite shore I opened upon them with one section of 
Lieutenant Tiemeyer’s battery, one gun of which was mounted upon 
the hurricane deck of the Emerald, the siege guns, which were upon 
the forecastle of the Rob Roy, and the howitzer from the hurricane 
deck of the Black Hawk, the latter admirably handled by Colonel 
Abert, of General Banks’ staff. We killed their battery horses and 
they changed position repeatedly, moving their guns up by hand. 
Meanwhile their sharpshooters had deployed up the river, and 
sheltered behind the cottonwoods that lined the banks immediately 
opposite the boats, from whence they poured in an incessant fire. 
My soldiers were all upon the hurricane decks, protected by cotton 
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* In another copy this appears as Osage. 
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pales, bales of hay, and sacks of oats, sufficient barricade to rifle. _ 


' palls, enabling them to mark the enemy with deadly aim. After 
the fight commenced the gun-boat Neosho, that had been aground 
‘above, rounded the point and getting into position delivered canister 
from her heavy guns with great effect. The Lexington, Neosho, 
No. 13, and Hindman were not idle, and the bank for 2 miles up and 
down was swept with grape and canister. Before sundown we had 
silenced the enemy’s batteries, and shortly after they fled from the 
field, leaving many dead, among them General Green, who had his 
head blown off, and who had behaved with eek gallantry through- 
out the fight. Fortunately I had ordered all the transports below, 
save the Clara Bell, Black Hawk, Emerald, the Vivian (aground as 
before stated), and the Rob Roy. My loss therefore is incredibly 
small. Just at dark, under the direction of the admiral, who below 
communicated with me by the dispatch-boat Gazelle, I ordered the 


transports down, and as time, particularly at night, was precious to — 


me, and my responsibilities as to the supplies, ordnance, and ord- 
nance stores in the fleet great, I did not deem it proper to gather up 
the wounded, but left them with the dead to the care of the enemy, 
who I knew would be upon the ground after our departure. I kept 

‘ the fleet under way till 1 a. m., when, from the darkness and ground- 
ing of boats, I hnabred the fleet tied up. . 

April 13, the John Warner got aground in the middle of the 
stream and held the fleet all day. About 12m. the enemy’s forces, 
under Liddell, upon the north bank of the river, planted their bat- 
tery, 6-pounder field pieces, upon a height commanding the fleet, 
and began to annoy us. The admiral had gone below, and com- 
municating with Captain Selfridge, of the gun-boat Osage, I went 
with him to a point oe the fleet, from which he drove the enemy 
from position, as we supposed ; at all events we silenced their bat- 
teries. At this time the fleet had become crowded close together, 
under the bluff of the south shore, wherefrom they might be easily 
fired, and a vast deal of loose powder and fixed ammunition formed 
the cargo of many boats. It was of the last importance to separate the 
fleet, therefore I ordered the Sioux City, with Colonel Humphrey’s 
regiment on board, to lead the way and the sound transports to 
follow—that is, those I did not need for tow-boats; for at that time 
many of the fleet were unmanageable from breaking of machinery. 
The Rob Roy was laden with the siege guns and ammunition, a most 
valuable cargo, under charge of Major Houston, of General Banks’ 
staff. Her rudder being broken and the boat being unmanageable, 
as represented by her officers, I ordered the Clara Bell, a light side- 
wheel steamer, without cargo, to take her in tow. Both the Sioux 
City and the Clara Bell, as they passed the point, were struck, but 
neither damaged, nor were there any lives lost. These, I believe, 
were the only boats fired into. The Osage went round the point, 
and the Hindman took her place. All that day and all night I labored 
to get the John Warner off; lightened her cargo and tugged at her 
with the Iberville, Meteor, Rob Roy, and such other boats as had 
pee At daylight of the 14th, I ordered the balance of the fleet 

own, leaving the John Warner in charge of the Hindman. Getting 
the boats to Campti, and there meeting General A. J. Smith, with a 
force, I went back for the Warner, and was glad to meet her a mile 
or two from Campti. The Hindman had got her off. 

April 15, lay all day by the Warner and Iberville, that were 
alternately on ground and swinging at the bars, and at midnight 
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] without loss of cargo save less than a hundred sacks 
f oats, thrown overboard from the Universe, to make room for hard- _ 
relieving the Iberville. The following is the list of casual-— 


as 


- I desire to compliment, in this connection, for their steadiness of 
nerve under fire and prompt obedience to all orders, the following | 
_ gentlemen, officers of the steam-boat Hastings: Capt. W. K. Hous- 
ton, George Davis, first mate; Paul Woodward, second mate, and 
_ Robert Easley, pilot. These deserve special mention, and their gal- 
_ lantry saved the boat. Colonel Moore, Colonel Ward, and the 
_ officers and soldiers of this command without any exception, behaved. 
with the greatest gallantry. I respectfully ask to be permitted to 
file, in a supplementary report, the reports of those officers when they 
_ shall be prepared. = 
= B.—The distance from Grand Ecore to Loggy Bayou is 110 _ 
miles. . 
__ I may also remark that the last battery we encountered was planted 
-by Colonel [General] Liddell (said to command a force of from 1,500 | 
_ to 2,500 men) on a bluff on the north side of the river. The fleet was — 
huddled together. I had reason to expect an attack from the south © 
side. Intervening between that part of the river and the bluff was. 

_ . White Lake. Had I debarked the whole or any portion of my com- 
mand to dislodge the battery I should not only have left the boats 
unguarded but should have been compelled to march 6 miles around 
the borders of this lake. I took all the circumstances under full 
consideration and determined to remain with the fleet. From infor- 

-mation received since, and from the general results, I feel confident 
my course was the correct one. 

3 I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. KILBY SMITH, - 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


a 
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Captain Hove, 
: Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. Division, SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Vicksburg, Miss., May 25, 1864. 
Caprain: In obedience to orders I have the honor to submit the 
following synopsis report of the part taken by my command in the 
Red River expedition : > ; pies 
First. My command consists as follows: First Brigade, Col. J. B. 
Moore commanding, composed of Thirty-third Wisconsin Volwa- 
teers, Maj. H. H. Virgin commanding ; Third Iowa Volunteers, 
Lieut. Col. James Tullis commanding ; Forty-first Ilinois Volun- 
teers, Lieut. Col. J. H. Nale commanding. | Second Brigade, Col, 
L. M. Ward commanding, composed of Ninety-fifth [linois Vol. 
unteers, Col. T. W. Humphrey commanding ; Highty-first Illinois 
Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. W. Rogers commanding ; Fourteenth 
Wisconsin Volunteers, Lieut. Col. J. W. Polleys commanding; and 
Battery M, First Missouri Light Artillery, Lieut. John H. Tiemeyer 
commanding, numbering in rank and file 2,237. 


* Nominal list (omitted) reports 2 killed and 17 wounded. 


~ near Cloutierville, April 24; (5) Moore’s Plantation, May 4; 
ne ioe 65 (2) Governor Wells’ Plantation, May 6; 
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I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. ' THOS. KILBY SMITH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. J. Houau, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Detach. 16th and 17th Army Corps. 


NOD 7. 


Report of Lieut. John H. Tiemeyer, Battery M, First Missouri Light 
Artillery, of operations March 26—-April 13. 


Hpagrs. BATTERY M, First Missourt Ligut ARTILLERY, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 18, 1864. 

Str : In compliance with orders received from headquarters chief 
of artillery, Department of the Gulf, I have the honor to very re- 
spectfully report the part taken by my command while on the Red 
River expedition since it left Alexandria, La. March 26, at 8 a. m., 
we left Alexandria by land and marched on a road leading along 
Bayou Rapides to a point on Red River called Judge Boyce’s planta- 
tion, where we arrived at 1p. m. March 27. Remained here in camp 
to await the arrival of the transports, supposed to have much diffi- 
culty in passing the falls above Alexandria. Transports having 
arrived April 2, we embarked and moved up the stream at 2p. m., 
arriving at Grand Ecore on the next date. April 7, at 6 a. m., the 
, Sixteenth Army Corps moved from our camp to join General Banks’ 
command, then on its way to Shreveport, while our division em- 
barked as a guard for the transports as they proceeded up the river, 
One section with me was on Emerald and one section with Lieuten- 
ant Shepherd on board the Thomas E. Tutt. Left Grand Ecore at 


April 12, at 9 a. m., was fired upon from the left bank, and they _ 
_ continued firing upon _us at intervals until 4p. m. from that bank, — 
_when the First Brigade and one section of my battery, being some _ 


in such a manner thai 1 
with no obstructions previ 


row we proceeded but slowly during that night and the next day, 4 


distance in rear of the fleet, were attacked from the right bank | 


- with cavalry, infantry, and artillery, supposed to be a partof the _ 
command from Pleasant Hill. They made three desperate charges © 

_ up to the very edge of the bank, but they were repulsed each time 
- with heavy loss on their side. The section did much executionin 
breaking and destroying their [battery,] especially the piece that I = 


had placed upon the hurricane roof; it being a commanding posi- — 


tion, was elevated with much precision as well as fired very rapidly — 


a & Sphere 


during the engagement, which lasted some two hours, when the boat — 


- moved down some 4 miles and tied up for the night. April 13, — 


moved down the stream some 5 miles, when we came upon a battery 


- that the enemy had planted on the left bank on some bluffs (called 
Pine Hills) that obstructed our further passage. The gun that I had 


on the hurricane roof being in a commanding position, I fired sev- 
eral destructive [shots] into it, when the boat received a shot that 
pierced her staircases and struck her furnace, exploding, severely 
wounding 2 firemen, when the boat moved back under cover of the 
right bank. During the night the enemy moved their battery, and 
we met with no more obstructions worthy of note until arriving at 


- Grand Ecore, where we arrived at 4 p. m. April 14. 


I would make special mention that Lieutenant Shepherd, who had 
command of the section on the Thomas H. Tutt, performed his duty 


- in the most commendable manner. I would also make mention that 


the men of both sections conducted themselves in the most brave 
and soldierly manner. I would make special mention of Sergeant 
Skipp and his detachment, for their cool and deliberate bravery 


while manning the gun upon the hurricane roof during the after- 


noon of the 12th of April. Number of rounds of ammunition fired, 
162; casualties, none. aes 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. TIEMEYER, 
First Lieut., First Missouri Light Arty., Comdg. Battery M. 
Brig. Gen. RICHARD ARNOLD, | 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 


i 


No. 58. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Andrew W. Rogers, Highty-first Illinois In- 
fantry, Second Brigade, of operations April 7-13. 
Hpgrs. Eiautry-First ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 16, 1864. 
Sir: In compliance with circular just received I have the honor to 
make the following report of the engagements in which my regiment 
25 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


and staff, on the Thomas ep ae 
Newsome commanding, on the steamer Southwester; H Company, _ 


j avy oo 


= 
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was engaged : ‘According to orders my regiment embarked on the- 

"th instant, on board tra eta! in the following order: Myself, field 
. Tutt; Company B, First Lieut. Edmund 


ae Second Lieut. L. G. Porter commanding, on the steamer Diadem ; 


and I Company, First Lieut. O. F. Richmond commanding, on the 
- steamer Adriatic. The passage up the river was effected withdut 
anything passing worthy of note until we reached Loggy Bayou, 
when we received orders to return to Grand Ecore Saeed 6 : 
Our retrograde movement was begun on the evening of the 11th. 


a On the 12th we were not molested. On the morning of the 13th, at 


the mouth of a bayou opposite Springdale, we were fired into by an 
enemy upon the left dln of theriver. The fire was returned with 
spirit and animation while in range, without any casualties in my regi- 
ment. A few miles below shots were fired by an unseen enemy with- | 
— out effect ; a few volleys from us silenced them, and without further 

hinderance were suffered to proceed until about 3 p. m., when from. 
a heavy woods in a bend of the river we were again fired upon with 
more animation than before, which was returned with gallantry and 
spirit by my regiment from behind rudely constructed breast-works 
of bales of hay and cracker boxes upon hurricane deck while in range. 
In this affair 2 men were severely wounded, 1 on board the steamer 
Thomas E. Tutt and 1 on the steamer Adriatic. On the 13th, the 
enemy had posted a battery of four guns, supported with infantry, 
7 miles above Campti, which kept up a severe cannonade upon all 
the boats that attempted to run by, and from the position of our 
. boats, shots from their batteries were thrown among us, though no 
reply could be made. The shelling was borne with unflinching 
courage. On the morning of the 1th, we ran down to Campti, and 
arrived at Grand Ecore in the afternoon. I cannot too highly praise 
the coolness and bravery of both officers and men in their untiring 
vigilance and promptness to duty, lying on arms for seventy-two 
hours, constantly repelling the attacks of a desperate enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. W. ROGERS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Lieut. Joon M. Reap, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 59. 


Reports of Col. Thomas W. Humphrey, Ninety-fifth Illinois In- 
fantry, of operations March 16-April 15. 


Hpgrs. NINETy-FIFTH Reet. ILLINOIS INFANTRY, 
Fort De Russy, La., March 17, 1864, 
Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from 
Col. L. M. Ward, commanding Second Brigade, First Division 
Seventeenth Army Corps, Red River expedition, of date 8 a. m., 16th 
instant, I immediately proceeded to destroy the fortifications of the 
enemy known as Fort De Russy, they having been surrendered to 
our forces on the 14th instant. I moved my command under arms 
from the brigade camp, stacking arms within the fortifications, 


-U 
Sees er 


_ for burning. All this was accomplished at5 p. m., and as my orders — 

were to burn nothing until further orders, I complimented my com- 

_ mand for the zeal with which they had worked and the success of 

_ their labor, and marched them back to the brigade camp, distant _ 

_ only about 150 yards from the fort. At 7p. m. I was notified that | 

_ the magazines (three of them within the main redoubt, oneof them — 
containing about 50 kegs and barrels of powder) would be exploded 
at 8 o’clock, and ordered to embark my transportation, and to burn | 
immediately after the explosion the timbers I had previously pre- 

pared for that purpose, and be ready to embark my men at an 
-* early hour. I received no orders to remove my command toaplace 
of greater safety, and did not feel at liberty to move from my 

_ position in the brigade without orders. My company commanders ~ 

‘were notified of the danger, and the men fell back from 100 to 200 
yards, availing themselves of such protection as they best could. 
One and two hours passed beyond the appointed time, and the ex- 
plosion did not take place. The night was cold, and the men weary, _ 
from their day’s work. One by one many of them resought their 
bunks and bivouac fire, when, at about 10.30 o’clock, the magazines 
blew up with terrific explosion, sinking the earth beneath one’s feet, _ 
and filling the air for hundreds of yards with timbers, huge lumps 
of hard red clay, and other dangerous missiles. Samuel Snyder, 
Company A, left leg broken by a lump of hard red clay, so as to 

- require amputation above the knee, and he is not expected to live. | 
The right arm of Allen Giles, Company F, was broken in the same 
manner; Lieut. John D. Abbe, acting adjutant, was slightly wounded 
in the face; also several others, while many narrowly escaped death. 
A few minutes after the explosion of the magazines an iron field 
piece, situated in the west part of the fort, was burst, scattering 
the fragments of the piece through the brigade camp, killing, among 
others in the brigade, Private Samuel H. Jackson, Company C, of my 
regiment. About 12 o’clock I proceeded to burn the piled timbers, 
which left the fortifications in ruins, and as thoroughly destroyed as 
possible within such a limited time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS W. HUMPHREY, 
Colonel, Commanding Regivment. 


Ss Oa RS : ; 


Lieut. Joun M. Reap, _ 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. NINETY-FIFTH REGIMENT ILLINOIS INFANTRY, 
Grand Heore, La., April 16, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that while at Grand Kcore, La., on 
the 7th instant, in obedience to orders I embarked on board steamer ~ 


Sioux City with eight companies of my regiment, Companies A and 


 ¥, under command of Captain Stewart, having previously embarked — 
- as guard on board steamer Hastings. The fleet left Grand EKcore — 


about 2 p. m. of that day, tying up at 6 p.m. at Campti for the 
night. At 8 p.m. Company A, Lieutenant Boyington command- 


ing, in obedience to orders from division headquarters, went on board — 


steamer Black Hawk as guard. 


At 2a. m. of the 8th instant, in obedience to orders from brigade 
headquarters, I ordered Company D, Captain Beckley commanding, 
to go on board steamer Shreveport as guard ; also Company C, Lieu- 
tenant Wells commanding, to go on board steamer Meteor as guard; 
- 8th instant proceeded up Red River without incident, tying up for 

the night a few miles below Coushatta Chute. On the 9th instant 
was fired upon with musketry without effect from east bank of the 
river, near Coushatta Chute ; returned the fire spiritedly. Company 
A, Lieutenant Boyington commanding, on board steamer Black 
Hawk, was also fired upon inalike manner. 10th, proceeded up the 
river until 2 p. m., when we met an obstruction, the steamer New Falls 
City, having been sunken by the enemy, lying directly across the 
channel, her bow and stern resting against either bank of the river. 
Disembarked my regiment, with the exception of Companies A and 
C, formed line of battle, re-eembarked in obedience to orders at 4 p. 
m., and moved down the river, floating backward about 6 miles; the 
stream being not sufficiently wide to round to, tied up for the night; 
moved on at daybreak on the morning of the 11th, rounding to 
after floating about 2 miles, and tying up for the night some miles 
above Coushatta Chute. 12th instant, was fired upon with musketry 
from the east bank of tlie river, near Coushatta Chute; returned 
the fire spiritedly. None of my men were wounded on steamer 
Sioux City. Company C, on steamer Meteor, Lieutenant Wells com- 
manding, received a similar fire, returning it gallantly, with a loss 
of Iman, Thomas J. Brown, killed. Company A, Lieutenant Boying- 
ton commanding, on steamer Black Hawk, and Company D, Captain 
Beckley commanding, on steamer Shreveport, were also fired upon 
from the same point without serious effect. At 5 p.m. of same 
day, Company A, Lieutenant Boyington, and Company F, Captain 
Stewart, bore an active and conspicuous part in the very effective 
repulse of the furious attack made from the west side of the river 
upon steamers Hastings, Black Hawk, and Emerald by the enemy, 
with artillery and 1,200 dismounted cavalry, supported by a heavy 
reserve, all under General Green. The gun-boat Osage, in tow by 
the Black Hawk, the gun-boat Lexington, four Parrott guns on bow 
of steamer Rob Roy, and one section Battery M, First Missouri Light 
Artillery, on steamer Emerald, all poured a terribly effective fire 
upon the enemy, the infantry using their muskets with great precis- 
ion and effect at very close range. Company F had 1 man wounded; 
Company A had 8 men wounded, The conduct of Lieutenant Boying- 
ton and his company elicited and merited the praise of all witnesses. 
On 13th instant, at 1 p. m., rana gauntlet of a four-gun (12-pounders) 
battery, well posted, and musketry at Vandares, on the east bank of 
the river. The shots were fired at the pilot-house with great precis- 
ion, the first. grazing the hurricane deck just forward of the pilot- 
house, demolishing at that point my breast-works of hard bread and 
wounding slightly First Sergeant Andrews, Company E, and1man; 
the balance of the shells missing the pilot-house but a few feet, and 
exploding with great precision. 
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= of musketry from the west ban 


we 
er that I had taken the pi 
le nuch as possible with hay, hard bread 
article, so that my men were quite well protecte 
ry, to which precaution and the admirable coolness with w 
sharpshooters played upon the enemy I attribute in a great 
ure my escape with so little loss. fats Bag? 
Mr. Thaddeus Sederburg, the head pilot on the steamer Sioux 
lity, disgracefully deserted the pilot-house when the first shell was 
red, leaving Captain Woolfolk (of whose coolness and bravery I 
cannot speak in too high terms) alone at the wheel. The second 
ae Mr. Lewis Allen, at the time below, went to the pilot-house. 
While the boat was under fire, the chief engineer did his full duty. 
The steamer Black Hawk was also fired upon with artillery and — 


= musketry from the same point, three of the shells striking her. é 


One man wounded, but not of Company A. The steamer Meteor 


was also fired upon by the same battery, one shot entering the pilot- 
house. None of Company C wounded. Company I was ordered to — 
steamer John Warner, and from her to steamer Universe, receiving _ 


while on the latter below cant, on the 14th instant, a heavy fire — a 
of the River; no casualties. The 


_ various transports reached Grand Ecore during the afternoon of the — 


14th and on the 15th instant. fae: 
Total casualties, 1 killed and 11 wounded. I take thisopportunity 


to manifest my appreciation of the coolness and bravery displayed 


by the officers and men of my regiment under such trying circum- 
stances, and feel that they are true soldiers and may be relied upon 


in any emergency. ee: 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. THOMAS W. HUMPHREY, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Lieut. Jon M. Reap, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 60. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U. S. Army, convmand- 
ing First Division and Nineteenth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Kcore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Magor: In obedience to orders from headquarters, I have the 
honor to submit the following report of operations of the First 
Divison at the battles of Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleasant Hill on 
the 8th and 9th instant: At 3.40 p. m. on the 8th, while bivouacked 
at a stream 7 miles east of Sabine Cross-Roads, I received orders to 
march to the front with two days’ rations. <A delay of afew minutes 
was caused in issuing the rations, when the division marched rapidly 
forward without a single halt. When within 3 miles of the field of 
battle the head of my column was met by acloud of fugitive negroes | 
on horseback, followed soon after by masses of cavalry, wagons, and 
ambulances in the utmost confusion. The head of my column, un- 
daunted by this awful spectacle, only quickened their pace to the 
front. About this time I received several messages from the major- 
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~ 


general commanding to select a position and form line of battle. I 
found one, and in the act of commencing to form, a tremendous | 
rush was made on the line by the mass of fugitives, and the enemy’s. ~ 


- ghot began to drop among us. To check the pursuit of the enemy — 
and to Sable me 3 fort's line of battle I moved to the front th, . 


-. the One hundred and sixty-first New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Kin- 


sey commanding, and deployed it as skirmishers at the foot of the hill 
I had selected for my line of battle, which was done in very gallant 
style, and enabled General Dwight, who commanded my First and 
leading brigade, to form his line across the road in the edge of the 
woods commanding the open slope in front. General McMillan, 
commanding the Second Brigade, was formed in his rear as a reserve, 
-and Colonel Benedict, commanding the Third Brigade, was formed 
into line to the left. They had scarcely formed when the One hun- 
dred and sixty-first New York was attacked and driven in. At the 
same time my right was threatened, and General McMillan was or- 
dered to the right and into line at nearly a right angle to General 
Dwight. The whole line opened on the enemy, who were driven 
back, and the prisoners report with great slaughter. During the 
fight a determined effort was made to turn the left flank, which was 
repulsed. Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 13 officers 
and 343 men. Nothing but the high discipline and morale of my 
division enabled me to form the line of battle under such discour- 
aging circumstances. 

At 12 midnight we were ordered to fall back upon Pleasant Hill, 
about 15 miles distant, and cover the retreat, which place we reached 
about 8.30 o’clock in the morning, leaving behind none of the many | 
wagons which obstructed the road and impeded our march. On 
reaching Pleasant Hill I went into line of battle, faced to the rear in 
the following order: The First Brigade, General Dwight command- 
ing, on the right, resting on a ravine which runs to the north of the 
town; second, General McMillan, commanding Second Brigade; 
third, Colonel Benedict, commanding Third Brigade. General Mc- 
Millan was posted in the edge of a wood commanding an open field 
in front and Benedict’s brigade in a ditch, his left resting in an open 
field. I sent word twice to request that Benedict’s left might be 
supported by a brigade, placed in reserve or in line of battle. The 
Twenty-fifth New York Battery was posted on the hill between the 
First and Second Brigades. The whole line was about one-half a mile 
in advance of the town. After establishing my line General McMil- 
lan was withdrawn and placed on the right and rear as a reserve, 
and his place was supplied by a brigade of General Smith’s division. 
My pickets were skirmishing, and the shots were few and desultory 
through the day, and it was not supposed the enemy would attack. 
However, at about 5.15 p. m., he emerged from the woods in all direc- 
tions, and in heavy columns completely outflanked and overpowered 
my left wing, composed of the Third Brigade and a brigade of Gen--~ 
eral Smith’s command, which broke in some tonfusion and enabled 
the enemy to get temporary possession of four pieces artillery of 
Battery L, First United States. My right stood firm and repulsed the : 
enemy handsomely, and the left, I think, would have done so but for 
the great interval which was left between it and the troops to the left, 
leaving that flank entirely exposed, and the fall of the gallant leader 
of the Third Brigade, Colonel Benedict. I immediately ordered 
General McMillan’s brigade from the right to the left, in the open 
space in the rear of the line of the Third Brigade, and ordered him 


ofl Ja 


uind this line most of th 
: in; iselves to McMillan’s brigade and som: 
ub Smith’s command ; all moved forward together, and dr 
enemy’s right flank more than 1} miles. Seeing their right 
ng driven in and thrown upon their left wing, they renewed their 
tack with great vigor upon my right, but were repulsed with great — 
_ slaughter, and during the whole day my right, which was in echelon — 
in front of the rest of my line, held its ground against several de- — 
_ termined assaults. Our loss this day was, in killed, wounded, and — 
_ missing, 28 officers and 473 men. As soon as they are received I 
_ shall forward the reports of brigade and regimental commanders, 
and take advantage of the opportunity to call to the notice of the 
major-general commanding the officers and regiments which have 
most distinguished themselves. ee 
_ Tam, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, _ oe 
: Rees ‘6 Wit He BMORWs Je > < 
bel —- Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
_ Maj. WickHam Horrman, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Nineteenth Army Corps. 
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(Indorsement, | 


Hpers. 19TH A. C. AND U.S. Forces In W. La., 
Grand Ecore, April 13, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded. ‘ 
I desire also to express my sense of the great gallantry and good 
sense and military judgment shown by Brigadier-General Emory in 


the battles reported upon. 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hogrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, | 
Grand Ecore, La., April 15, 1864. 


Masor: When I sent in my report yesterday I stated that I would 
send in the reports of brigade commanders as soon as they reached 
me, and I asked the privilege of naming those who had rendered 
themselves conspicuous by their gallantry and good conduct. Inow 
send in the reports of the three brigade commanders, Brigadier- 
General Dwight, Brigadier-General McMillan, and Colonel Fessen- 
den. I wish to name these three officers as having done their duty 
with efficiency and gallantry, and I fully indorse the names that 
they have mentioned in their several reports. I wish to mention 
more specifically Lieutenant-Colonel Kinsey, commanding One hun- 
dred and sixty-first New York, who went forward under my own 
direction and held the enemy at bay while the line was forming. 
‘There are no doubt many other deserving regimental officers than 

- those noted in the brigade reports, but these facts will be supplied 
when they come to my knowledge. : 

I desire to avail myself of this opportunity to express my thanks 
to Maj. J. M. Sizer, ane hundred and sixteenth New York, acting 
assistant inspector-general; Capt. Duncan $8. Walker, assistant 
adjutant-general; Capt. R. F. Wilkinson, judge-advocate; Capt R. 
P. York, provost-marshal; Captain Bockee, assistant ordnance 


Y 


Ry officer; Lieut. Peter French, aide-de-camp i Lieutenant Loring, F 
- qide-de-camp ; and Lieutenants Bailey and Warren, signal officers, — 
all of my staff, for the conspicuous gallantry and good con uct with 


which they behaved. They were on every part of the field where it j 


” 


was necessary to rally the men or encourage them to advance, ~ 
I am, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

, . W. H. EMORS 
‘ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. WICKHAM HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_Hogrs. First Diviston, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 18, 1864. 
Masor: In my letter commending my staff to the consideration 
of the major-general commanding I omitted to mention Surg. C. B. 
Hutchins, One hundred and sixteenth New York, acting medical 
director First Division. His care of the sick and wounded in both 
engagements and his conduct on the field were highly praiseworthy. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. WickHAM HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


te 


Hpgrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864. 
MaJsor: On the morning of the 23d instant, at 12 o’clock, after 
having just completed with my division a march of 40 miles, I re- 
ceived orders from the major-general commanding to march and 
attack the enemy at Cane River Crossing, and for this purpose he 
placed at my disposal the following forces: My own division, Gen- 
eral Cameron’s command, General Birge’s command, General Ar- 
nold’s cavalry command, and his chief of artillery, Captain Closson. 
The head of the infantry column, consisting of my own division, 
marched at 4.30 a. m., preceded by the cavalry under General Ar- 
nold, Colonel Gooding’s brigade leading. In less than 3 miles from 
Cloutierville the enemy’s pickets were encountered. The cavalry 
was ordered to drive them in and press them until they ascertained 
the line of battle occupied by the enemy. They skirmished hand- 
somely and briskly, driving in the enemy’s pickets until they got to 
the line of battle occupied by the enemy, which was very strong 
and defended by two batteries of eight pieces each, which crossed 
their fire on an open field, through which it was necessary to pass 
before we could reach the enemy’s position. The ground occupied 
by them, besides being covered with timber, was about some 100 
feet higher than that by which we were obliged to approach. This 
condition of things was partly foreseen before we started and antici- 
, pated by the inclosed copy of an order given General Birge. Fora 
sketch of the ground and the position of the troops I inclose a map* 
by my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Loring. 


*See p. 395. 
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_ LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. | 
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- Birge, re-enforced by the Third pees of my division, Colonel | 
Fessenden commanding, supported by General Cameron, command- 

ing a small portion of the Thirteenth Army Corps, was ordered to | 
cross the Cane River out of sight of the enemy, and about 3 miles 
‘above the crossing, with instructions to turn the enemy’s flank and 


carry the height in the reverse, cost what it might, for on that de- — 


pended the success of the whole movement. : : 4 
Captain Closson, chief of artillery, was ordered to bring forward 
his artillery and batter the enemy’s position, supported by General 
McMillan, commanding two brigades of the First Division. Gen- 
eral Arnold was directed to send a brigade of cavalry to our left, 


-eross below, and threaten the enemy’s right flank and rear, with 
orders, if Birge was successful, to pursue the enemy. The ground — 


over which Birge had to ee, was exceedingly difficult, traversed 
by muddy bayous, high and sharp ridges covered by a dense growth 
of pine, and other topographical difficulties. His progress was 
necessarily very slow and tedious, and he did not get into position 
until late in the afternoon. While he was getting into position the 
artillery was beautifully handled by Captain Closson, chief of artil- 
ery, and kept the enemy’s attention fully occupied, and at the mo- 


‘ment I heard the first rattle of General Birge’s musketry, I directed © 
a battery to take position directly in front of the crossing, and de- 


ployed lines of skirmishers, as if preparing for an assault. The 
enemy made one attempt to cross the river and charge this battery, | 
but was quickly repulsed by the One hundred and sixteenth New 
York Volunteers, who were supporting it, and Colonel Chrysler, 
commanding Second New York en Cavalry, dismounted as 
skirmishers, with great gallantry led his skirmishers on foot immedi- 
ately in pursuit and took possession of the crossing. The splendid 
firing of the battery, placed in the last-named position, happening 
about the time that General Birge was carrying the enemy’s flank by 
assault, caused the enemy to break and run. General Birge, after 
the circuitous and tedious march above described, at last fell upon 
the enemy’s flank, and found him in very strong position, occupying 
the crest of a high hill with an open field in front. This hill Gen- 
eral Birge caused to be carried by assault, by the Third Brigade of 
my division, Colonel Fessenden commanding. It was done in the 
most gallant style, and reflects great credit upon General Birge, 
Colonel Fessenden, and the Third Brigade. This was in fact the 
turning point of the battle, and it was here our principal loss was 
encountered. Colonel Davis, commanding cavalry brigade, did not 
succeed in gaining the enemy’s right flank and rear, but as soon as 
the enemy broke I sent forward Colonel Chrysler, supported by Col- 
onel Crebs, both cavalry commanders, supported by General Cam- 
eron, to pursue the enemy and capture his artillery, if possible. The 
main force of the enemy took the Fort Jesup road. One small 
regiment of the enemy, either because it was hard pressed of-with 
the intention of misleading our troops, retreated on the Henderson’s 
Hill road. Colonel Chrysler, unfortunately deceived by this move- 
ment of the enemy’s rear guard, the darkness of the night, and the 
order of the pursuit, led off on the wrong road. Our whole loss in ° 
killed, wounded, and missing is only about 200 men, 153 of whom 
are from the Third Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps. Inclosed are the reports of the several cOmmanders and the 
chiefs of cavalry and artillery, and I have to thank them, and also 
my staff, tor the cordial and intelligent support they gave me during 


servant, 


. ty tact SAW: Ee MOR YS 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, — 


Maj. Wicknam HorrMan, 
‘i Assistant Adjutant- General. 


eh {Inclosure.] | 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. Forcgs, 


Brigadier-General Brrcu : 


GENERAL: Inclosed is a copy of the instructions I have received 
from headquarters Department of the Gulf, through the general 
commanding the Nineteenth Army Corps: You will march as soon 
as General McMillan’s command has passed your present position, 
gain possession of the ford, turn the enemy’s left flank, and carry 
_ his position by storm if possible. To cover your operations General 
_ MeMillan, with the First and Second Brigades of the First Division, 

and all the artillery of the army that can be brought into play, will 
- make a direct attack in front upon the passage of the river. You 

_ will be supported by General Cameron. The noise of the shelling 
will be the signal for you to effect your crossing and make the assault. 


Respectfully, 
W. H. EMORY, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
= Hpgrs. 19TH ARMY Corps AND U.S. ForRcEs, 


Morganza, La., May 28, 1864. 


Masor: I have now sent off all the extra animals, wagons, and 
baggage of every description belonging to this army. I have also 
sent off all the cavalry, except 2,000, and Landram’s division of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps, numbering 2,500, and all its train. To- 
morrow I shall commence to ship the wagons of, the balance of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps, but until re-enforced, or otherwise in- 
structed, I do not think it prudent to send away any more of the 
Thirteenth Army Corps. I ask instructions on this subject. No 
additional force of the Nineteenth Corps has yet reached here. I 
have sent an officer to Vicksburg to ascertain what I am_ to ape 
from that quarter in the way of water transportation and supplies, 
the last of which I am ordered to draw from that place. A copy of 
the instructions from General Canby, which I showed the general 
commanding, was forwarded to General Dwight, chief of staff, by 
my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Loring, as requested by General- 


Near Cane River, La., April 22, 1864. | 
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W. H. EMORY, — 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


_ Special field return of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, commanded oy a 


Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U.S. Volunteers, after the action of April 9, 18 
at Pleasant Hill, La. mT 


? ‘oat | Effective strength 
Killed. | Wounded. | Missing. next day. 
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HEADQUARTERS, April 13, 1864. 
W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
WicKkHAM HoFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ao Hpgrs. NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
No. 48. Simsport, La., May 18, 1864. 


Soldiers of the First and Second Divisions, Nineteenth Army Corps! 
It is my duty to express to you my high appreciation of your uni- 
form good conduct throughout the late eventful campaign. This 
duty is rendered more imperative by the false reports of your opera- 
tions which have met you at this point. On the 8th of April, at the 
first notice that our troops in the front were engaged, the First 
Division, the only troops of the Nineteenth Corps there present, 
marched:-in double-quick time 7 miles to the front, formed line of 
battle under fire of the enemy, checked him, and drove him. back, 
under circumstances, the most trying that could befall troops. The 
whole advance, composed of 8,000 or 10,000 troops, were thrown back 
upon you in utter disorder and confusion, pell-mell with the enemy. 
You formed line of battle under fire of the enemy, and amidst this 
frightful disorder, with the regularity of forming for parade, you 
drove the enemy from before you, and held the ground until ordered 
to fall back. The next day at Pleasant Hill you of the First Division 
bore the brunt of the enemy’s furious attack, and only one brigade, 
that on the left, gave way, because its left was unsupported ; but this 
soon rallied and joined in the final charge which drove the enemy 
from the field. On the 23d, at Cane River, you, supported by the 
Thirteenth Army Corps, found the enemy strongly posted to dis- 
pute the crossing of the river. Led by the Third Brigade of the 


steadie vj . acl Brigadier-General, Commanding. ae. 
_ Maj. Gorge B. Drake, ce Sait hte 


_ Brigadier-General Emory : 7 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say to © 


Pi 
te 


flank 


S Hans and . rele 
met é hills he occupied. At Alex 
by day and night for seventeen days, 


your labor by 
ng skill of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, to the grea 


5 


judgment will be that you, at least, have done your duty faithfully. 
per” aa W. H. EMORY, ~ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
| May 20, 1864. 


you that his attention has been called to General Orders, No. 48, from 
your headquarters. Had his attention been called to it previous to 


- its publication he would have required some alterations. As it is, he 


directs me to say to you that it does not meet with his entire approval. 


_ He deems it unnecessary and unwise, in giving deserved credit to the 


-conduct of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, at the battle 
of Sabine Cross-Roads, to call attention in so marked a manner to the 


disorder and confusion among other troops of this command, and he 


thinks that the implication in the last paragraph that certain troops 


of this command did not do their duty had better have been omitted. 


. 


. 


He further directs me to say to you that in your reference to the 


battle at Cane River it appears to him that the credit is not given to - 


that portion of the Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, which 
fought at that place and contributed largely to the victory. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. DRAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Near Simsport, La., May 20, 1864. 

Maj. GrorGE B. DRAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Str: I have the honor to have received this moment the dispatch 
from headquarters Department of the Gulf, of this date, finding fault 
with my General Orders, No. 48. I have myself been too much the 
victim of injustice and misrepresentation to be capable, knowingly, 
of inflicting upon othersany injury; and if the order that I have issued 
is capable of misconstruction, I will take the greatest pleasure in 
changing it. I spoke in person to the general commanding of my 
intention to issue an order meeting the falsehoods that had been put 
forth and published in the Northern papers, and I admit that I would 
have been more prudent to have submitted it to him before I had 


relieved the fleet from its periloussituation above the falls, and _ 
ed it tothe country. At Mansura, on the 16th of May, you met. 
emy on an open plain, and, supported on your right by the | 
eee Army Corps and Colonel Lucas’ cavalry, drove him from 

the field. Mager . 
_ This, in brief, is a summary of your services for the last two _ 
_ months, and I know, when it becomes known to the country, the 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. » 


; sp 


: os pis : : of . ; : Metin. . wes F nO ; é 
— issued it. I request, however, to state this in explanation of my | 


order ; Every paper at the North has published an account of the rout _ 


of theadvance guard of ourarmy. I suppose that a manuscript order, 


issued only for the troops of my command, could not add to the pub- 
licity given to that affair. (See New York Times, herewith inclosed.) 
I must beg to say that the language referred to in my last paragraph 
‘is wholly misunderstood, and that I only intended to do justice tomy 
‘own troops by saying that they had done their duty at least. The 
Hemet 

whole of the Nineteenth Army Corps there present, and was so 
understood by those to whom I read it before issuing the order. 
Look at the list of killed and wounded in the Third Brigade of 
the First Division and see if it was not my duty to make special 
mention of this brigade, particularly as it had been censured at the 
battle of Pleasant Hill. Ihave no aher motive under Heaven than to 
do my own troops justice and to vindicate them from slander, and I 
have not the least thought of overlooking the services of the Second 
Division, which is a part of them, or of casting the shadow of reproach 
upon the brave men of the cavalry or the detachments of the Thir- 
teenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Army Corps, which have been 
serving with us with harmony and unity. If with this explanation 
the major-general commanding still thinks I have done injustice and 
wrong in issuing this order, I request I may be permitted to publish 
to the troops his letter of censure and this my letter of reply, as the 
only atonement I can make for the injury which in his opinion has 
been inflicted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yourwbedient servant, 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIicT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., October 29, 1865. 
Brigadier-General RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request authority to submit for 
the consideration of Lieutenant-General Grant, and such disposition 
as he may deem proper to make of them, the inclosed two reports, 
made on the 13th [12th] and 28th April, 1864, to Major-General 
Franklin, then commanding the Nineteenth Army Corps, and by 
him, as the indorsements on the back of the reports will show, for- 
warded to the general then commanding the army engaged in what 
is known as the Red River campaign.* This request, though not 
without precedent, is unusual, and I should not make it except from 
a sense of duty to myself and the brave men of my command, who 
whipped the enemy wherever they met them. The newspaper ac- 
counts which went to the world as true histories of that campaign 
were false in fact, and utterly unjust to my command, which was 
the First Division of the Nineteenth Army Corps, and almost the 
only part of the corps at that time engaged in the active portion of 
that campaign. I trusted to the official reports to correct the injus- 
tice which the newspapers inflicted, but in that I have been disap- 
pointed, for it does not appear that my reports, or any reports based 


* See pp. 389, 394. 
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referring to the battle of Cane River is addressed to the ~ 


u ore comprehensi 
O r tient in any res 
vritten and transmitted in the fiel immediately after: 
f melts Should the lieutenant- -general see fit to receive. 
_ these Bb ely and think it Prpbets _to- require the reports of the bri- 


_ gade commanders, referred to therein, I 
~ Thave the honor to be, general, very ae ee your “most obe- . 


ee ee 


‘shall at. once porwand them —— 


in addition. 
- dient servant, 
W. H. EMORY, | 
Major-General, Commanding. 


- Undorsement. 1 : ‘eae 


4 petits as ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 
E 7 on pedens Ere sracd to sPpare lon: of War. 
Us5. GRANT, am 


Lieutenant-General. z 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No 12: Camp Russell, | Va.,| November 22, 1864, 


The following- named regiments are hereby authorized to inscribe 
upon their colors the names of the engagements set opposite their — 
respective names, in which they bore a distinguished part : 

Thirteenth Maine Volunteers—Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, 
Cane River Crossing, La. 

Fifteenth Maine Volunteers—Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, 
Cane River Crossing, La. 

Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers—Sabine Cross- Roads, Pleasant 
Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

Thirtieth Maine Volunteers--Sabine Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, 
Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers—Sabine Cross- 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers—Sabine Cross- 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and fifty- third New York Volunteers—Sabine Cross- 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and sixtieth New York Volunteers—Sabine Cross- 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and. sixty-second New York Volunteers—Sabine 
Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and sixty- fifth New York Volunteers—Sabine Cross- 
Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers—Sabine 
Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La. 

Forty- seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers—Sabine Cross-Roads, 
Pleasant Hill, Cane River Crossing, La, 
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—, By command of Brevet Major-General Emor es ot, 

—, By comma ENE” PETER FRENOH, 

ae aa Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, 
RS 2 Acting Engineer Officer Nineteenth Army Corps. 


Hpagrs. 19TH A. C. anp U. 8. ForcES WESTERN La., 
n Monett’s Ferry, La., April 23, 1864. 
| Masor: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I 
left the Alexandria and Grand Ecore road early this morning, 4 miles 
above Monett’s Ferry, and traveled nearly north 8 miles, when I 
reached Red River at a point 10 miles above the mouth of Cane 


, River; thence down Red River to the mouth of Cane River, and — 


from there up said river to the above-named ferry, and find that 


this entire country is a swamp extending close to the bank of Red 


River, except a narrow strip of land on the west bank of Cane River 
which could be completely commanded by field artillery from the 
bluffs on the opposite side, and which has been strongly guarded 
_by the enemy during the day. : : as 
Cane River is not fordable below Monett’s Ferry, and owing to the 
impassable swamp on one side and the high bluffs on the other, it 


would not be possible to cross Cane River at any point below the 


above-named ferry with the army. 
I have the honor, major, to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BAILEY, 
Lieut. Col. 4th Wis. Cav. and Actg. Mil. Eng. 19th A. C. 
Maj. WickHAM HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 19th Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPsS, 
Simsport, La., May 1%, 1864. 

Masor: I have the honor to make the following report in refer- 
ence to the construction of the dam across Red River, at the foot of 
‘the Alexandria falls, for the purpose of releasing that portion of 
Admiral Porter’s Mississippi Squadron which was unable to pass 
the falls, owing to the low stage of the water. Immediately after our 
army received a check at Sabine Cross-Roads and the retreat com- 
menced | learned through reliable sources that the Red River was 
rapidly falling. I became assured that by the time the fleet could 
reach Alexandria there would not be sufficient water to float the 
gun-boats over the falls. ‘It was evident, therefore, that they were 
In imminent danger. Believing, as I did, that their capture or de- 
struction would involve the destruction of our army, the blockade 


. 
: 
. 


1 greate to our cause, I pro 
ren ranklin on the 9th of April, previous to the — 
> of Pleasant Hill, to increase the depth of water by means of 
am, and submitted to him my plan of the same. Inthe course 
of the conversation he expressed a favorable opinion of it. F 
_ During the halt of the army at Grand Ecore on the 17th of April, 
General Franklin, having heard that the iron-clad gun-boat Hast- 
port had struck a snag on the preceding dayand sunk at a point 
9 miles below, gave me a letter of introduction to Admiral Porter 
and directed me to do all in my power to assist in raising the East- 
2B ort, and’ to communicate to the admiral my plan of constructing a ae 
dam to relieve the fleet, with his belief in its practicability; also that ee 
_ he thought it advisable that the admiral should at once confer with a 
General Banks and urge him to make the necessary preparations, ; 
send for tools, &c. Nothing further was done until after our ar- ae 
rival at Alexandria. On the 26th, the admiral reached the head of 
the falls. I examined the river and submitted additional: details of 
the proposed dam. General Franklin approved of them and directed 
me tosee the admiral and again urge upon him the necessity of 
prevailing upon General Banks to order the work to be commenced 
immediately. - There was no doubt that the entire fleet then above 
_ the rapids would be lost unless the plan of raising the water by a 
dam was adopted and put into execution with all possible vigor. I 
represented that General Franklin had full confidence in the success 
of the undertaking, and that the admiral might rely upon him for 
all the assistance in his power. The only preliminary required was 
_anorder from General Banks. On the 29th, by order of General 
_ Franklin, I consulted with Generals Banks and Hunter, and explained 
to them the proposed plan in detail. The latter remarked that, 
_ although he had little confidence in its feasibility, he nevertheless 
thought it better to try the experiment, especially as General Frank- 
lin, who is an engineer, advised it. Upon this General Banks issued 
the necessary order for details, teams, &c., and I commenced the 
_work on the morning of the 30th. 

I presume it is sufficient in this report to say that the dam was 
constructed entirely on the plan first given to General Franklin, and 
approved by him. ; : : 

During the first few days I had some difficulty in procuring details, 
&c., but the officers and men soon gained confidence and labored 

faithfully. The work progressed rapidly, without accident or inter- 
ruption, except the breaking away of two coal barges which formed 
part of the dam. This afterward proved beneficial. In addition to 
the dam at the foot of the falls, I constructed two wing-dams on each 
side of the river at the head of the falls. Te 

The width of the river at the point where the dam was built is 758 
feet, and the depth of the water from 4 to 6 feet. The current is 
very rapid, running about 10 miles per hour. The increase of depth 
by the main dam was 5 feet 44 inches; by the wing-dams, 1 foot 2 
inches ; total, 6 feet 64 inches. On the completion of the dam, we 
had the gratification of seeing the entire fleet pass over the rapids to 
a place of safety below, and we found ample reward for our labors 
in witnessing their result. The army and navy were relieved from 
a painful suspense, and eight valuable gun-boats saved from destruc- 
tion. The cheers of the masses assembled on the shore when the 
boats passed down attested their joy and renewed confidence: To 
Major-General Franklin, who, previous to the commencement of the 


Ar 


“means of a dam, and whose persevering efforts caused its adoption, 


3 ‘ Can | og — = + ; > 3 : : <5 3 
_ work, was the only supporter of my proposition to save the fleet by 
desire to return my grateful thanks. I trust the country will join 


Ww 


with the Army of the Gulf and the Mississippi Squadron in awarding _ 


2 


to him due praise for_his earnest and intelligent efforts in their _ 


behalf. Major-General Banks promptly issued all necessary orders 
and assisted me by his constant presence and co-operation. General 


a 


Dwight, his chief of staff, Colonel Wilson and Lieutenant Sargent, a 


aides-de-camp, also rendered valuable assistance by their personal : 


attention to our wants. Admiral Porter furnished a detail from 
his ships’ crews, under command of an excellent officer, Captain 
Langthorne, of the Mound City. All his officers and men were con- 


stantly present, and to their extraordinary exertions and to the well- — 


known energy and ability of the admiral much of the success of the 
undertaking is due. I am also under many obligations to Major 
Sentell, provost-marshal, and Lieutenant Williamson, ordnance offi- 
cer, of General Franklin’s staff; to Lieut. Col. W. B. Kinsey, One 
hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers; to Lieut. Col. U. 
B. Pearsall, Ninety-ninth U. 8S. Colored Infantry, who was my 


assistant; to Capt. George W. Stein, Sixteenth Ohio, and to Cap-_ 


tains Harding, Morrison, and Harper, of the Ninety-ninth U. 8. 
Colored Infantry, all of whom exhibited much practical knowledge 
and untiring zeal. 

The following is a list of the troops who constructed the dam : 
Pioneer corps of the Thirteenth Army Corps, under Captain Hutch- 


ens, Twenty-fourth Indiana Volunteers, Lieutenant Smout, Twenty- — : 


third Wisconsin Volunteers, and Lieutenant Kimbley, Twenty- 
fourth Indiana Volunteers ; Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Emerson; Ninety-ninth U. 8. Colored Infantry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pearsall; Ninety-seventh U.S. Colored Infan- 
try, Col. G. D. Robinson; and detachments from the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-ninth Wisconsin Volunteers, Twenty-seventh Indiana 
Volunteers, Nineteenth Kentucky Volunteers, Sixteenth and Twenty- 


third Ohio Volunteers, Twenty-fourth Iowa Volunteers, Seventy- — 


seventh and One hundred and thirtieth Illinois Volunteers, and from 
other regiments. These details labored patiently and enthusiastic- 
ally by day and night, standing waist deep in the water, under a 
broiling sun, Their reward is the consciousness of having per- 
formed their duty as true soldiers, and they deserve the gratitude of 
their countrymen.* 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

j J. BAILEY, 
Ineut. Col. and Actg. Mil. Eng. 19th Army Corps, 
Maj. WickHAM HorFrFrMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 19th Army Corps. 


ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 
New Orleans, La., May 25, 1864. 


MaJor: In pursuance to instructions from the major-general com- 


manding the Department of the Gulf, I have the honor to furnish 
you the following list of officers, regiments, and detachments which 


A section map, including falls and dam in Red River, prepared by or ~ 
onel Bailey, will appear in the Atlas. eats Wks ee 
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tion of the dam acr 
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ti peberies were the Ninety-seventh U.S. Col- — 
, Col. George D. Robinson, and the Ninety-ninth U.S. 
Colored Infantry, Lieut. Col. U. B. Pearsall, whose services were in- 
valuable. Capts. W. H. Morrison, Peter Harper, M. 8. Tyler, Frank — 
. Harding, and First Lieuts. George W. Combs, E. W. Sagendorph, 
J.F. Turner, and M. G. Wilson, Ninety-ninth U. 8. Colored Infantry, 
are entitled to much credit for their industry and ability shown in 
the prosecution of this work. | ae ice 
__ Next was the Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel = 
‘Emerson, who was very energetic, and rendered very valuable ele 

services. — | . 
_ Next were detachments from the Twenty-seventh Indiana Volun- | 
teers, Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, Nineteenth Kentucky, One hundred hes 
and thirtieth Illinois, Highty-third Ohio, Twenty-fourth Iowa, * 
_ Twenty-third Wisconsin, Seventy-seventh Illinois, and Sixteenth 
Ohio, numbering in all 460 men, under command of Capt. George 
W. Stein, Company A, Sixteenth Ohio Volunteers, who showed much 
ability, and is entitled to great credit for his industry and energy. 
~ Among those detachments were Capt. William M. Ross, Sixteenth 
Ohio, and Lieut. W. H. Ruckle, Sixteenth Ohio, who are also very 
valuable officers. fae 
_ In short, the entire detail was composed of the best of men, and 
_worked faithfully without a murmur. In addition to these details 
were the pioneer corps of the Thirteenth Army Corps, under com- / 

mand of Capt. John B. Hutchens; Company H, Twenty-fourth In- 

diana; Lieut. B. Smout, Company K, Twenty-third Wisconsin, and eee 
Lieut. Perry D. Kimbley, Company G, Twenty-fourth Indiana, who | . 
are entitled to great credit, and deserve reward for their valuable 
services. 
The pioneer corps numbered 125 men, and were detachments from 
the Eleventh Indiana, Twenty-fourth Indiana, Thirty-fourth In- 

diana, Forty-sixth Indiana, Forty-seventh Indiana, Sixty-seventh 

Indiana, Fifty-sixth Ohio, Twenty-eighth lowa, Twenty-fourth Lowa, 

Twenty-ninth Wisconsin, Twenty-third Wisconsin, Highty-third 

Ohio, Ninety-sixth Ohio, Forty-eighth Ohio, One hundred and thirti- 

eth Illinois, and Nineteenth Kentucky, who toa man were invaluable. 

Among the officers who were detailed to assist in seeing that all 
orders from department headquarters were promptly obeyed, and in 

otherwise assisting in facilitating the work, were Colonel Wilson, of 

the commanding general’s staff ; Lieut. Col. William B. Kinsey, One 

hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers; Maj. W. H. Sentell, 

One hundred and sixtieth New York Volunteers; Lieut. 8. Smith 

Fairchild, One hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers; and 

Lieutenant Williamson, One hundred and twenty-eighth New York 

Volunteers, who rendered very valuable assistance and took great 

interest in the construction of the work, and are entitled to great 

credit. 

I have the honor, major, to be, most. respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J BAILEY, ~~ 
Lieut. Col. 4th Wis. Cav. and Actg. Mil. Hing. 19th A. C. 


Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, t War Dept., ADIT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 


La bY a. 


No. 211. - Washington, June 15, 1864, — 


The following resolution of Congress is published for the informa-_ 
tion of all concerned : : pee 


PUBLIC _RESOLUTION.—NO. 34. 


‘ 


Fourth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of — 


America in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they are 


hereby, tendered to Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, of the Fourth Regiment Wisconsin 


Volunteers, acting engineer of the Nineteenth Army Corps, for distinguished serv- 
ices in the recent campaign on the Red River, by which the gun-boat flotilla under 
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter was rescued from imminent peril. ib 

Src. 2. And be it further resolved, That the President of the United States be 


requested to cause a copy of this resolution to be transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel 


Bailey. 
Approved June 11, 1864. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


t 


No. 62. 


Report of Capt. Henry W. Closson, First U. S. Artillery, Chief of © 


Artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps, of engagement at Monett’s 
Ferry, with tinerary of the Artillery Reserve, March 15—May 20. - 


OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
In the Field, West La., Alexandria, April 27, 1864. 


CaPpTAIN: Reporting, as directed by General Franklin, to General 
Emory for duty during the 23d instant, I was by him instructed to 
make all the necessary arrangements and dispositions and select the 
positions for the artillery. The following batteries were ordered to 
be in readiness for service at 4 a. m. of the 23d: First Indiana 


sree : 
A resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to Lieut. Col. Joseph Bailey, of the 


Heavy Artillery, four 20-pounder Parrotts, Captain Hinkle command- — 


ing; First Delaware Battery, six 3-inch rifles, Captain Nields com- 
manding ; Twenty-fifth New York Battery, three 3-inch rifles, Lieu- 
tenant Southworth commanding ; First Vermont Battery, one 3-inch 
rifle and one 12-pounder, light, Captain Hebard commanding ; Bat- 
tery L, First U. S. Artillery, six light 12-pounders, Lieutenant 
Taylor commanding ; total, twenty-one guns. 

The rebels were developed in position on the south bank of Cane 
River, with their right on the bluff at the ferry crossing, supported 


‘by seven guns, and their left on a wooded crest, facing the river 


road, supported by four guns. Six a. m., Captain Hinkle, with two. 
guns, and Captain Nields, with six, were directed to go into battery 
and shell the rebel left, necessary to secure ground for demonstra- 
tions against his right; range, 2,000 yards. After a half hour’s can- 
nonade the rebels ceased to reply, and operations were temporarily 
suspended to secure concert of action with General Birge’s com- 


ith two gun 
orter, First Delawar 
h New York 


_ General Birge being in possession of the wooded crest across the 
er, on the rebel left, the First Delaware Battery was advanced 
d co-operated with Captain Hinkle. Shortly afterward General 
_ Emory occupied the ferry crossing the’ opposite side of the river, 
and Captain Hebard took possession of a battery wagon complete, 
left by the rebels in their flight. I should mention that a section of = 
. Battery G, Fifth U.S. Artillery, Lieutenant Baldwin commanding, =~ 
co-operated fora short time with the First Delaware Battery. 
Casualties, none. Battery L, First U. S. Artillery, was held in — 
_ reserve. i ae 
J must acknowledge the very valuable assistance rendered me by 
Colonel Chrysler, Second New York [Veteran] Cavalry, whowent 
in with his men dismounted and felt out the enemy’s force and posi- | 
- tion along the river bank. The general will recollect that Lrequested = 
of him, as special support to the artillery sent through the woods = | 
against the rebel right, the One hundred and sixteenth New York 
Infantry, Colonel Love commanding, and I am happy to report that 
in the handsome manner habitual to himand his men he disposed of 
an attempt on the part of the rebels to cross the river and take the 
- guts. Please express to the general my thanks for the courtesy and 
kindness extended to me while I had the pleasure of serving under 
- hin. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY W. CLOSSON, 
Capt. First U.S. Arty., Chief of Arty., 19th Army Corps. i 
Capt. DuNcAN S. WALKER, 
a Asst. Adjt. Gen., General Emory’s Command. 


er eee 


Itinerary of the Artillery Reserve, Nineteenth Arny Corps, March 
15-May 20.* 

March 15.—Marched from Franklin.on the Opelousas road; 16 
miles. 

March 16.—Marched to Camp Pratt; 18 miles. 

March 17.—Marched to Vermillion Bayou; 16 miles. 

March 18.—Marched 1 mile beyond Carrion Crow Bayou; 16 miles. 

March 19.—Marched to near Washington; 16 miles. 

March 20.—Marched 17 miles. 

March 22.—Marched to Holmesville ; 14 miles. 

March 23.—Marched to Cheneyville; 13 miles. 

March 24.—Marched to Wells’ plantation ; 17 miles. 

March 25.—Mavrched to Alexandria; 13 miles. 

March 28.—Marched from Alexandria on Natchitoches road; 18 
miles. 


* From returns for March, April, and May. 


~ March 29.—Marched to pine } es. ree 
~~ March 30.—Marched to Cane River; 21 miles. _ eae 
March 31.—Marched 7 miles and encamped in the woods. Capt. 


oe 


e woods; 9 miles. | 


John W. Day, of the First Indiana Artillery, Company B, with 83 
enlisted men, was relieved from duty with this command, and ordered 


~ to report to commanding officer at Baton Rouge by Special Orders, 


No. 48, headquarters Department of the Gulf. 
April 1.—Marched to camp on Cane River ; 16 miles. 
_ April 2.—Marched to Natchitoches ; 5 miles. ; 
April 6.—Marched 14 miles. 
April 7.—Marched to Pleasant Hill; 22 miles. 
April 8.—Marched 10 miles. 
April 9.—Marched back to Pleasant Hill; 10 miles. The First 
Vermont Battery was engaged in the battle of Pleasant Hill, La. 
Lost 5 horses. : 
April 10.—Marched 21 miles. 
April 11.—Marched to Grand Ecore; 14 miles. 
April 12.—The First Delaware Battery was transferred to the First 
Division, and the First Vermont Battery was transferred to the 
Artillery Reserve. 
April 22 to 25.—Marched to Alexandria. Remained until present 


' date. Four guns of the First Indiana Artillery were engaged at the 


battle of Monett’s Ferry, on the 23d. No casualties. 
May 13.—Artillery Reserve marched from Alexandria, La. 


May 15.—Four 20-pounders of First Indiana Artillery engaged at 


Marksville Plains. 
May 16.—The First Vermont Battery on duty with cavalry. 


_ May 18.—Engaged at Yellow Bayou under General Mower ; two : 


gun carriages disabled. 

May 19.—Crossed the Atchafalaya River and marched to present 
station. 

May 20.—Returned to duty with the Nineteeenth Army Corps, 
and marched from Simsport to Morganza, and remained to present 
date ; distance, 34 miles, 


No. 63. 
Report of Capt. Benjamin Nields, First Delaware Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS First DELAWARE BATTERY, 
Grand Heore, La., April 19, 1864. 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the First Delaware Bat- 
tery, from the time it left Franklin, March 15, 1864, was placed in 
the Reserve Artillery of the Nineteenth Army Corps, where it re- 
mained throughout the march to Alexandria, hence to Natchitoches 
and Pleasant Hill. That on the evening of the 8th instant it was 
ordered on the battle-field at Sabine Cross-Roads, but before it reached 
the field it was ordered to return to Pleasant Hill; that it took no 
part in the engagement at Pleasant Hill on the following day, but 
pursuant to orders proceeded to march to Grand Ecore, where it 
arrived on the evening of the 10th, and where it still remains. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. NIELDS, 
Captain First Delaware Battery. 
Brig. Gen. RicHARD ARNOLD, 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 
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INDIANA ARTY., 
tar hee ae asthe i April’ 14, 1864. 
- I have the honor herein to report that the 30-pounder battery 
our guns on board steamer Rob Roy, under command of Lieut. 
bert Fuller, became engaged with the enemy about 25 or 30 miles 


pale dg Bab xe Sis we nase 
s. DETAC Barrarion, First 


above this place at various points along the river, successfully 
driving the enemy away in every case, killing and wounding large | 
- numbers of them, and among others General Green, of C. 8. Army, 
is reported to have been seen to fall from a discharge of canister, 
- Lieut. Jesse Hadden being under arrest by your order, Lieutenant 
Fuller was in command for about an hour and a half after the action 
- began, when, after his being wounded in the thigh (flesh wound), 
_ Lieutenant Hadden was released from arrest and placed on duty, — 
and commanded during the remainder of the action. The conduct 


of the officers and men in action was creditable to all, not a man 


_ failing to do his full duty.. Our casualties were, wounded, Second 


Lieut. Robert Fuller, Company G, and 3 privates, none mortally. 


- Ammunition expended on the 12th and 13th instant was 260 rounds. 


The whole of the 30-pounder canister having been exhausted, the 


_ officers in command resorted to the use of the 20-pounder canister on 


board, using double charges with great effect. The guns are in good 


~ eondition. I herewith inclose a field report to you of the exact state 


of my command. I have with both batteries 4 officers, 8 sergeants, 
15 corporals, and 165 privates for duty. 
Tam, sir, your most obedient servant, 
W.S. HINKLE, 
Capt. First Indiana Arty., Comdg. Detached Battalion. 
[Brig. Gen. RICHARD ARNOLD, 
Chief of Artillery. | 


No. 65. 


Reports of agnib Franck E. Taylor, Battery L, First U. S. Artillery. 


Batrery L,'First U.S. ARTILLERY, 
| Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith a report ot the proceedings and movements of Battery 


‘L, First U.S. Artillery, since leaving Natchitoches, La., on April 


6, 1864. The battery moved from Natchitoches with the First Divis- 
ion, Nineteenth Army Corps, at 8 a. m. on the 6th instant, marched 
some 12 miles, and went into camp on the roadside. Moved the next 
morning at 6 a. m., marched to Pleasant Hill, La., and went into 
camp. Moved the next morning at 8 a. m., marched some 10 miles, 
and went into camp. At 5 p.m. on the same day, 8th April, 1864, 
by order of Capt. H. W. Closson, chief of artillery, Nineteenth 
Corps, [moved] the battery up the Mansfield road toward the front 
until halted by order of Brigadier-General Arnold, chief of artil- 


eae ee 
First U. 8. Artiller Remaine ad unt 
army fell back, hes the battery moved to the rear with the 
- Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


By : : : oa ia s der 3 
vered by Lieut. J. A. Sanderson, — 
on the Mansfield road until the 


o 


At % a.m. on the 9th instant went into ease by order of Cape ee. 
Peck tain Closson, chiet of artillery, Nineteenth Corps, on the crest of a hil So ae 
near Pleasant Hill, La., supported by the First Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, Nineteenth Corps. Remained in position until relieved by the 
'  Twenty-fifth New York Battery, when the battery, by orderof Brig- 
~ adier-General Emory, moved to the rear and went into park. Onthe 
opening of the engagement of April 9, 1864, by order of Brigadier- 
~. General Smith, the battery went into position on the left of General 
 §mith’s right battery. After remaining in this position for some 
three minutes the battery, by order of General Emory, moved down 

near the advance line, where it was placed in position by General 

Emory, who at the same time ordered the right section, under com- 
~ mand of Lieut. EK. L. Appleton, First U.S. Artillery, to move over | 

to the right of the main road to report to Brigadier-General Dwight. 

The remainder of the battery, four guns, remained in their position 

until the left of the infantry line being driven back, the left flank | 

of the battery was completely uncovered and exposed to the fire of 
the enemy, who had advanced in line to within 40 yards of it. The 
infantry having fallen back, and there being no support whatever « — 
for the battery, which was in imminent danger of capture, the pieces 
were ordered to be limbered to the rear for the purpose of with- — 
drawing them. At this time the horses of the limbers were nearly 
all either killed or wounded, and it was impossible to draw off but 
one piece, which was placed in position some 60. yards to the right 
of the other pieces and covering them. This piece was afterward 
still further withdrawn to the line of infantry, then forming some 
50 yards in its rear. On the advance of the Sixteenth Army Corps 
this piece was again thrown forward on the original line of the bat- 
tery. The three pieces were withdrawn by hand, refitted with the 
* caisson limbers from the rear, and were afterward used on the main 
road, supported by troops from the Sixteenth Army Corps. For the 
proceedings of the right section, on the right of the main road, I 
have the honor to refer to the report of Lieutenant Appleton, com- 
manding it, which is herewith inclosed. 
The battery moved to the rear at 2 a. m. on the 10th instant, with 
the First Division, Nineteenth Corps ; marched 17 miles and went 
into camp. Moved next morning at 6 a. m., and reached Grand 
Keore, La., same day and went into camp in its present position. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
FRANCK E. TAYLOR, 
Lieut., First U.S. Artillery, Commanding Battery L. 
CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, 
first Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


BaTTERY L, First U. 8. ARTILLERY, 
Alexandria, La., April 29, 1864, 
Sir: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to 
make the following report of the movements of Battery L, First 
Artillery, since leaving Alexandria, La., on March 28, 1864, and its 


_ position by General Emary, who at the same time directed the right’ 


section, under command of Lieut. E. L. Appleton, Battery L, First | 


Artillery, to move over to the right of the main road to report TO ae 


Brigadier-General Dwight. The remainder of the battery, four guns, 
- remained in their position until the left of the infantry line being 
driven back, the left flank of the battery was completely uncovered 
and exposed to the fire of the enemy, who had advanced to within. 


40 yards of it. The infantry having fallen back, and there being no 


support whatever for the battery, which was in imminent danger of 


_ capture, the pieces were ordered to be limbered to the rear for the — 


purpose of withdrawing them. At this time the horses were nearly 
all killed or wounded, and it was impossible to draw off but one piece, 


which was placed in position some 60 yards to the right of the other 


pieces and covering them. On the advance of the Sixteenth Army. _ 


Corps this piece was again thrown forward on the original line of 


the battery. The three pieces were withdrawn by hand, refitted *: 


with the caisson limbers, and were afterward used on the main road, 


supported by troops from the Sixteenth Corps. For the movements | 


of the right section I have the honor to refer to the report of Lieu- 
tenant Appleton, First U. 8. Artillery, commanding it, which is 
herewith inclosed. The battery moved to the rear at 2a. m. on the 
10th April with the First Division, Nineteenth Corps, and went into 
camp at Grand Ecore, La., on the 11th April, 1864. 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
FRANCK EK. TAYLOR, 
First Lieut., First U. S. Artillery, Comdg. Battery L. 


Brig. Gen. RICHARD ARNOLD, . 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 


No. 66. 


Report of Lieut. Hdward L. Appleton, Battery L, First U. S. Ar- 
tillery, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


HEADQUARTERS BatTEeRY L, First ARTILLERY, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

’ $rr : I have the honor to submit the following report of the right 
section of Battery L, during the action of the 9th of April at Pleasant 
Hill: The section having reported to Brigadier-General Dwight as 
ordered, he said he could see no place where we could be of use and 


i 


‘ 
~ 


told me to take the section back, but directly after ordered that it. 


should be halted. Accordingly it was halted in the road some dis- — 


tance in rear of the infantry. Soon after the enemy charged across 
the open field in our rear and through the woods on the flank of us, 
and in reversing the pieces in order to get into position, both poles 


were broken and it became impossible to unlimber them so that they 


‘could be fired. The road at that point was very narrow, and the 


‘carriage wheels in a ditch. In the mean time the enemy were ad- 


vancing upon our flank and rear, keeping up a hot fire of musketry, 
and I found it impossible to get the pieces in position to fire, though 
the most strenuous efforts were made by the cannoneers to do so, 
I therefore ordered, when the enemy were within a few yards of the 


~ guns, that the horses be unhitched and the cannoneers to fall back 


with them from the attack. Shortly aftergthe enemy were repulsed 
and the pieces drawn to the rear to be repaired, having been tempo- 
rarily disabled in order to prevent the enemy from using them 


- against us. The caisson horses were mostly killed or wounded in 


the charge ; otherwise repairs were easily effected, and the section was 
ready for action again early in the evening. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWD. L. APPLETON, 
First Lieutenant, First U. 8S. Artillery. 


Lieut. FRancK E. TAYLOR, 
Commanding Battery L, First U. S. Artillery. 


No. 67. 
Reports of Capt. George T. Hebard, First Vermont Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS First VERMONT BATTERY, 
In the Field, Grand Eeore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
sustained by my battery during the engagements of the 8th and 9th 
instant : The batteries of the First Division were ordered to remain 
at the saw-mill on the 8th instant, by order of Brigadier-General 
Emory, commanding First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, until 
further orders. At 7 p. m., the 8th, my battery was ordered to the 


‘front by Captain Closson, chief of artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps, 


with orders to report to Brigadier-General Arnold, chief of artillery, 
Department of the Gulf, which order I endeavored to obey, but the 
roads were so completely blocked with cavalry and baggage wagons 
that after working until past midnight, when within about 2 miles 
of the division, I was, by order of General Stone, through Lieutenant 
Sanderson, ordered to halt. About 1 a. m., the 9th, I was ordered 
by Captain Closson, through Captain Nields, First Delaware Bat- 
tery, to reverse my battery and retire to Pleasant Hill with General 
Cameron’s division of the Thirteenth Army Corps, which I did 
arriving at Pleasant Hill at 8a. m. the 9th instant, where I bivouacked 
until 1 p. m., when, by order of Brigadier-General Arnold, I took 
position on the left of the road leading to Natchitoches, and on the 
right of the Third Brigade, First Division. At 3.15 p.m. Iwasordered 
by Brigadier-General Arnold to open fire on the enemy’s artillery 
which resulted in dismounting a 10-pounder Parrott in use by the 


i a 


Captain, Commanding First Vermont Battery. 


Capt. Duncan S. WALKER, 
_ Asst, Adjt. Gen., First Div., Nineteenth Army Corps. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. First Drv., NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 15, 1864. 


On forwarding these reports I have to lament the loss of Lieuten- 
ant Sanderson, Battery L, First U. S. Artillery, who fell at his post 
while bravely defending his pieces against the assault of the enemy 
in the engagement of the 9th instant at Pleasant Hill. 

W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS First VERMONT BATTERY, 
Grand Ecore, La., Apri 17, 1864. 


Srr: In obedience to instructions from your office, April 17, 1864, 
I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
my battery since leaving Franklin, March 15, 1864: 

On Tuesday, March 15, by command of Brigadier-General Emory, 
I left Franklin and marched to within 15 miles of New Iberia. On 
the 16th, Imarched to Camp Pratt, and encamped with our division. 
On the 17th, bivouacked on Vermillion Bayou; the 18th, encamped 
near Carrion Crow Bayou; the 19th, passed through Opelousas and 
Washington, and encamped on Bayou Coteau; the 20th, remained 
in camp; the 21st, marched to Chotier’s plantation; the 22d, biv- 
ouacked near Holmesville; 23d, bivouacked near Cheneyville; the 
24th, marched to and encamped on Bayou Roberts; 25th, arrived at 
Alexandria at 2 p. m.; encamped at Alexandria until the 28th, when 
we marched to Bayou Rapides, about 16 miles ; 29th, marched about 
6 miles; the 30th, marched about 10 miles ; 31st, marched to Cloutier- 
ville; April 1, forded Cane River, and marched about 10 miles; 


a 


Ba Sy LS a ay ' ot 7 3) 
April 2, encamped a dade sea ; remained in Natchitoches until — 
April 6, then marched about 16 miles; April 7, marched to Pleasant =—_ 


Hill; April 8, marched to the saw-mill, 5 miles from the Sabine 


 Cross-Roads, bivouacked, and by order of General Emory remained 


in reserve until further orders. About sundown I was ordered to 


the front to report to Brigadier-General Arnold by Captain Closson, 
- chief of artillery, Nineteenth Army Corps. The roads were so ~ 
~ plocked with cavalry and the wagon train that after working until 


ast midnight, by order of Captain Closson, through Captain Nields, | 
First Delaware Battery, I reversed my battery and retired to Pleas- 


ant Hill, with General Cameron’s division, and bivouacked about 8 


o’clock, April 9. At about 12 o’clock, by order of Brigadicr-General 
Arnold, I took position on the left of the Natchitoches road with 


four pieces, and placed two pieces on the hill covering the left flank 


= 


— artil 
- silencing the artillery fire from that quarter. Inthemeantimethe rest 


of the line. Soon after the action commenced I commenced firing 
uber the enemy, directing the fire of the left section on the enemy’s 
ery, which resulted in dismounting a 10-pounder Parrott and in 


of the battery kept up a brisk fire on the enemy, who were advanc- 
ing on the battery. The enemy came within range of canister which 
I ordered fired from the whole battery, which checked their advance, 


when my support, the Eighty-ninth Indiana, charged and drove — 


them from the ground. The right section, Lieutenant Rice’s, was’ 
then ordered to re-enforce Battery L, [First U.S. Artillery,] but was 


not engaged, owing to nature of the ground and the position of our 


forces. The remainder of the battery moved forward and was held 
in readiness for any point, but were not called upon. Both officers 
and men behaved with coolness and bravery under the hottest fire ; 
no one left his post or sought cover. My loss was trifling ; but 1 man 
seriously wounded, and 5 horses killed and wounded. On the morn- 
ing of the 10th, by order of Brigadier-General Emory, I joined the 
division, and 2 a. m. commenced the march for Grand Ecore, which 
town we reached on the 11th of April. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEHO. T. HEBARD, 
Captain, Commanding First Vermont Battery. 


Brig. Gen. RICHARD ARNOLD, 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 


/ HEADQUARTERS First VERMONT BATTERY, 
Camp near Morganza, La., May 24, 1864. 
GENERAL: 
* * # * * * * 

While at Grand Ecore my battery was, by order of Captain Clos- 
son, transferred from the First Division to the Reserve Artillery of 
the corps, and my guns were sent away on detached service as guards 
on board transports during their trips to Alexandria and down the 
river. I received orders to fall back to Alexandria April 22, but 
had but two guns, as my others had not yet rejoined the battery 
from detached service. On arriving at Cane River, April 23, the 
enemy were found posted on a bluff at the crossing and with seven 
pieces of artillery in position commanding it, with a large force of 
mounted infantry as support. In conneétion with the forces of 
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F joined their command from detached service and reported having had- 


a few slight skirmishes with guerrillas, but no casualties. Sergeant 


Emery, in charge of one gun on board transport Laurel Hill, had a 


_ very severe engagement of about two hours’ duration the 2d of May, 


about 25 miles below Alexandria, with about 500 mounted infantry 
and one piece of artillery, but succeeded in driving them off with 


q great loss and dismounting their gun, with no casualties to the 


PUR 


battery. Marched from Alexandria May 12. Our forces met the 
enemy at Marksville the 16th, but my battery took no active part. 


_ After the engagement was over my battery was ordered to report to 


Colonel Lucas, commanding the advance guard of cavalry. Marched 
with the advance guard, arriving at Simsport and joining the Re- 
serve Artillery the 17th May. The 18th day of May Lieutenant Rice 
received orders from Captain Closson to report with four guns to 
Brigadier-General Mower, of the Sixteenth Army Corps, command- 
ing rear guard, at Yellow Bayou, and was by him ordered into posi- 
tion near Bayou De Glaize and on the left of the First Delaware 
Battery. Lieutenant Rice having been ordered to report to General 
Mower in person, the battery was placed in position by Lieutenant 
Greenleaf, under a very severe fire from three of the enemy’s bat- 
teries, which concentrated their fire upon the position he was to 
occupy. Getting in position, he engaged the enemy’s batteries for 
thirty minutes, when, by order of General Mower, the infantry re- 
tired, followed by the battery about 1,000 yards, where it again went 
into position. At 2 a.m. the 19th, by order of General Mower, fell 
back 2 miles, going into position near Bayou De Glaize, lying until 
3 a.m. the 20th, when, by order of General Mower, retired and cross- 
ing Yellow Bayou went into position on its east bank. At 9 a.m, 
engaged the enemy for two hours at long range, getting but, few 
shots in return. At 2 p.m.,no enemy appearing, retired slowly to 
Simsport, and crossing the Atchafalaya River, rejoined the Reserve 
Antiliory of the Nineteenth Army Corps and marched to Morganza, 
arriving May 23. , 
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: . The nantes of the battery during the engagements at Yellow 3 
Bayou were none. The battery was highly commended by General _ 
Mower for its efficiency. The battery has fought in all the engage- | 


ments since the first day (April 7), and in every case has proved from 
what State it came. The officers and-men behaved with determined 


courage. Lieutenants Rice and Greenleaf were of the greatest assist- : K 
ance and deserve especial mention. Private Peter Lemwin, of Plain- — 


field, deserves promotion for bravery. The battery is now at Mor- 
ganza, after a march of nearly 500 miles, and having participated in 
six engagements, in good condition and still ready. _ 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE T. HEBARD, 
Capt. 1st Vt. Batty., Chief 19th A. C. Reserve Artillery. 
' Peter T. WASHBURN, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. of Vermont, Woodstock, Vt. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. James W. McMillan, U. S. Army, command- 
ing Second Brigade and First Division, of engagements at Sabine 
Cross-Roads, Pleasant Hill, and Monetts Ferry, with itinerary 
of division, Apri 1-30. 


Hpagrs. SECOND Bria., First Div., 19TH ARMY CORPS, 
April 12, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report that my brigade, in pursuance of 
orders received from division headquarters, marched from Natchi- 
toches at 9 a. m., April 6, and encamped ‘about 8.30 p. m. at Bayou 
Mayon, a distance of about 18 miles from Natchitoches, on the route 
to Pleasant Hill. In obedience to orders, my brigade resumed the 
march at 8 a.m. onthe 7th, and went into camp at Pleasant Hill 
about 6 p.m. Resuming the march about 7 a.m. on the 8th, 
it went into camp at saw-mill, about 6 miles from Pleasant Hill, 
on the road to Mansfield, at about 12 noon. At about 3p. m. I re- 
ceived orders to proceed to the front as rapidly as possible, and at 


about 5.30 p. m. went into line of battle, in rear of First Brigade of . 


this division, at a distance of about 5 miles from saw-mill on the 
Mansfield road. About 1 mile to the rear of the ground where line 
of battle was formed, I encountered a dense mass of disorganized 
cavalry, moving to the rear, in utter confusion, and only succeeded 
in getting through by the use of the bayonet. Iam sorry to be com- 
pelled to report that there were officers who exclaimed in great con- 
fusion, ** All is lost,” “*You had better turn back,” “‘ We are badly 
whipped,” &c., but Iam proud to say my men gave but little heed 
to the cowardly remarks made to them. By direction of the divis- 
ion commander my brigade was held in reserve, in rear of First Bri- 
gade, but before the action commenced it was deemed prudent to 
change the disposition of a part of the brigade, and the Fifteenth 
Maine and One hundred and sixtieth New York were ordered up in 
continuation and on the left of the line of the First Brigade, to fill 
a gap between the First and Third Brigades. These two regiments 
gotinto the new position just as the enemy opened fire, but without 
confusion. Their position was not again changed until the action 
ended. The Forty-seventh Pennsylvania and the Thirteenth Maine 
were the right regiments of the brigade, and were not engaged until 
about 6.15 p. m., when I discovered a véry considerable force of the 


our right flank, but was ordered back or driven back. In changing 

the position of the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania and Thirteenth Maine 
there was some confusion, but only temporary, and both did well as’ 
soon as they got into position. The Fifteenth Maine and One hun- 
dred and sixtieth New York did well and repelled the rebel force in 
their front in splendid style. Theaction closed on the right at about 
6.45 ie m., and a short time after the rebel fire had ceased in front. 


The Forty-seventh Pennsylvania lost 1 officer and 3 men killed, 11 
men wounded, mostly slightly, and 15 men missing; the Thirteenth 
Maine, 2 men killed, 7 wounded, and 5 missing; the Fifteenth Maine, 
1 man killed, 4 wounded, and 10 missing; the One hundred and six- 
tieth New York, 1 man killed, 2 wounded, and 1 officer and 6 men 
missing. 

About 9 p. m. I was ordered to be ready to march at 10 p. m., 
leaving the pickets to be brought in by a reliable officer from each 
regiment at 12 o’clock midnight, and join the rear brigade. All were 
safely brought in but 1 officer and? men, put into a gap, at first over- 
looked and not known of by the officer left to bring them in. The 
officer remained until sunrise Saturday, and then marched to camp 
with hismen. My brigade marched at about 10.30 p. m. in the direc- 
tion of Pleasant Hill, where it arrived abont 10 a. m. on Saturday, 
the 9th instant, and went into line of battle in the edge of the tim- 
ber about three-fourths of a mile from Pleasant Hill, but was re- 
lieved by a brigade of the Sixteenth Army Corps, and by direction 
of division commander, went into position on our extreme right, 
where it remained until the action commenced, Saturday, the 9th. 
Soon after the action became general I received an order from divis- 
ion commander to put my brigade in position on the right of the 
First Brigade, and had established the Thirteenth Maine when the 
left of our line in the field gave way, my other regiments yet mov- 
ing, when I received an order from division commander to go to the 
support of the faltering line as soon as possible. I immediately 
placed myself at the head of the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania and was 
moving at double-quick when it received a volley from the rebels, 
who had charged through the open field and taken possession of some 
houses near my position, when it broke in confusion, running through 
the One hundred and sixtieth New York and Fifteenth Maine. Jim- 
mediately rode up to the gallant little One hundred and sixtieth and 
asked them to hold their position, as all depended onthem. While 
in their front talking to them they received a withering fire, killing 
2 captains, wounding 1, and 2 lieutenants, and killing and wounding 
several men. I ordered the Fifteenth Maine to advance, and while 
it was doing so I succeeded in rallying most of the Forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania, with the assistance of the lieutenant-colonel and most 
of the line officers. I then advanced withthe above three regiments, 
and sent astaff officer to orderup the Thirteenth Maine, which had 
been ordered on the immediate right of the First Brigade. As soon 
as I began to advance in good order the rebels began to retreat, and 
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I ordered the regiments reformed in the field near the woods, except 
the One hundred and sixtieth New York, which was left in the field at 
General Mower’s request, it being in line with one of his regiments. 
It was not moved until I was ordered to move my brigade into the 
position it last occupied previous to the action. 

I regret, while giving expression to my admiration of the steady 
courage of my officers and men, that I am compelled to except some 
of my field officers and one line officer, whose conduct was unpardon- 


able. Many noble deeds of daring came under my notice, but Ican- | 


not detail them. I will only mention Major Sizer, of division staff ; 
Capts. Oscar P. Hervey, John A. Lynch, Henry P. Underhill, and 
John T. Metcalf, whose conduct was worthy the highest praise and 
admiration. My staff did its whole duty. 

In the action of Saturday the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania lost 4 
men killed, 24 men wounded, and 34 missing (since reduced to 21 
missing); the Thirteenth Maine lost 3 men killed, 1 officer and~20 
men wounded, and 21 missing; the Fifteenth Maine lost 3 officers 
and 9 men wounded, and the One hundred and sixtieth New York 
lost 2 officers killed and 4 wounded, 5 men killed and 22 wounded, 
and 14 missing. In obedience to orders from division commander, 
at about 2 a. m. on the 10th instant, my brigade resumed the march 
to the rear and encamped on old camp-ground on Bayou Mayon, 
about 3 p.m. Resuming the march at 6 a.m. the 11th, arrived: in 
its present position at Grand Ecore about 3 p. m. of same day. The 
reports of regimental commanders will be forwarded as soon as 
received, and a full list of casualties furnished as soon as received. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAS. W. McMILLAN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Capt. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. First Division, NINETEENTH ARMY CorRPs, 
In the Field, April 24, 1864, 

Str: I have the honor to report the following facts relating to my 
command on the 23d and 24th instant: About 5 a. m. of the 23d, T 
was placed in command of the First Division, to enable Brigadier- 
General Emory to take command of all the forces to be used in dis- 
lodging the enemy from the heights at the lower crossing of Cane 
River, on the road to Shreveport from Alexandria. Said heights 
being held by a strong force of the enemy, and they being naturally 
extremely strong, it was regarded very difficult to dislodge them 
Brigadier-General Emory ordered me to march rapidly down to the 
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vicinity of the ford in rear of the cavalry force under Brigadier- 
General Arnold. Slight skirmishing was heard in front, but no 
enemy seen by my command until, within about 2,000 yards above 
the ford, the enemy opened on our cavalry with two guns from a 
high hill on the opposite bank of the river, at a distance of about 
1,000 yards from the advance of my command. Being close on the 
cavalry, so as to give them prompt support, I was ordered to halt by 
the commanding general and await orders. About 1,000 yards to 
the rear of this position I was ordered by General Emory to send for- 
ward the One hundred and_ sixteenth and One hundred and fifty- 
third Regiments New York Volunteers, Colonel Love, as skirmish- 
ers, and on halting, as above stated, General Emory ordered the 
First Brigade, Colonel Beal commanding, forward into the woods on 
the left front to support the skirmishers and batteries, where it was 

laced about 10 a. m., and there remained until the enemy were 
driven from the ford, when the First Brigade was advanced, and I 
was ordered by General Emory to send the Second Brigade, Colonel 
Rust commanding, to advance to support the First, and by alternate 
and gradual approaches I occupied the field at the ford with First 
and Second Brigades, and the hill on opposite side, lately held by the 
enemy, by two regiments, One hundred and sixteenth New York and 
-—, Re Audio Canara Emory personally superintending the move- 
ments usually. The Second Brigade was shelled while in rear of the 
batteries engaged shelling the rebel battery on the hill, and 3 men 
slightly wounded, but no trepidation was manifested by officers or 
men. A list of casualties will be forwarded as soon as received. 
My staff did their duty well, and I cannot in justice omit to honor- 
ably mention Capt. J. A. Lynch, Twenty-sixth Massachusetts, and 
acting assistant inspector-general, and John T. Metcalf, my volun- 
teer aide, for coolness and courage displayed in discharge of their 
duties. I also beg leave to state, for the information of the briga- 
dier-general commanding, that he owes much to Captain Lynch’s 
ersistent bravery in getting the battery into position, that finally, 
by a few well-directed shots, expelled the rebels from the ford. 

About 9 p. m. of the 23d, in pursuance to orders from General 
Emory, I moved with my command in the direction of Alexandria, 
continuing the march aiaus % miles, when I encamped at about 
midnight and resumed the march at 6 a. m.; continued until about 
9a.m. of the 24th, when I ascertained I was on the wrong road. 
While bewildered about the road General Emory arrived and resumed 
command of the division. Iwas led off the Henderson’s Hill road by 
Colonel Chrysler, of the Second New York UMeices Cavalry, who 
had joined me about 7 a. m., 24th. General Emory directed me to 
continue on the road I had taken, and found my blunder had proved 
beneficial rather than injurious. After leaving Cane River I saw no 
enemy, but heard of a small force, estimated at from 200 to 500 men, 
badly discouraged and anxiously inquiring for a road leading to 
Texas. In obedience to orders, I ordered Colonel Chrysler to go for- 
ward to Henderson’s Hill, occupy, and feed his horses, and commu- 
nicate with General Grover and report facts. Before getting his 
report I was relieved of command of the division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAS. W. McMILLAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. D. S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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April 1.—The division marched from a point 3 miles in rear of 


- Monett’s Ferry, Cane River, La. ; crossed the ferry and encamped. 


at Cloutier’s plantation, about 18 miles.” , _ 
April 2.—Reached Natchitoches, La. pte a 
April 6.—Left Natchitoches; marched to Bayou Dupont, about 


15 miles. : 


April 7.—Marched to Pleasant Hill, about 17 miles. © Ma 
April 8.—Marched to bayou, about 8 miles; halted there by orders 
from corps headquarters. About 4 p. m. received orders to march 


~ toward Mansfield, La., to re-enforce the Cavalry Division and Thir- _ 
teenth Corps, then hotly engaged. Arrived there about 5.30 p.m.; 


engaged and repulsed the enemy ; marched about 10 p. m., bringing 
up the rear of the army, to Pleasant Hill. | 

venue 9.—About 5 p.m. was attacked by the enemy and repulsed 
them. 

April 10.—At 2 a.m. marched to Grand Ecore, La. 

April 22.—Marched from Grand Ecore to Cloutierville. 

April 23.—Brigadier-General Emory having been ordered to as- 
sume command of the army to attack the enemy’s position at Cane 
River Ferry, Brigadier-General McMillan assumed command of the 
division; and during the engagement supported the artillery and 
pant iepen with theenemy. At night moved across the ferry about 
5 miles. 

April 24.—Marched about 17 miles; encamped on Bayou Rapides. 

April 25.—Marched to Alexandria, where the division is now, 
April 30, stationed. 


No. 69. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William Dwight, U. S. Army, commanding — 


First Brigade, of engagements at Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleas- 
ant Fill. 


Hpagrs. First Bria., First Div., 19TH ARMy Corps, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 

Str: This command marched from Natchitoches on the morning 
of the 6th April, in obedience to orders from the headquarters of the 
division. It encamped late on the same evening just beyond the 
bayou bridge on the road from Natchitoches to Mansfield, and about 
16 miles from Natchitoches. This march was a fatiguing one, be- 
cause of the delays caused by it coming in contact with many trains, 
much artillery, and the Thirteenth Army Corps on the road. The 
brigade marched early the next morning for Pleasant Hill, where it 
encamped between 4 and 5 o’clock that afternoon on ground selected 
by the division commander. The brigade marched next morning at 
8 a. m., and bivouacked beyond the saw-mill on the Mansfield road 
about 8 miles from Pleasant Hill, by orders from headquarters. The 
brigade remained in this bivouac for about two hours. 

At about 3 p. m. orders were received from the division com- 
mander to get in readiness to move to the front, with canteens filled 
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water, and hard bread, coffee, and sugar for two days. B : 
W a ad, . ar fortwo days. Batte 
‘First U. S. Artillery, which had ceed with the bri Ade ae 
with the wagon train left at this point, and the One hundred and 
_ fifty-third Regiment New York Volunteers, of this brigade, was left 
as a guard for the train and artillery of the division. The brigade | 
marched in the following order: The One hundred and sixty-first 
New York Volunteers in advance, from which four companies were 
detached as an advance tape for the division, followed by the One 
_ hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers, the One hundred and’ 
fourteenth New York Volunteers, and the Twenty-ninth Maine Vol- 
unteers, in the order in which they are here mentioned. As the 
brigade proceeded on this march, the firing in the front became ° 
heavier, and the rumors from the field were of disaster, and indicated 
that the presence of the command was necessary. Its march was 
hastened in consequence. Soon fugitives from the field appeared, 
consisting, at first, principally of negroes with spare horses,’ fol- 
lowed by cavalrymen and wagons. Acting on instructions from the 
brigadier-general commanding the division, these fugitives were 
checked and turned back, but their number continuing to increase, 
two companies from the One hundred and sixty-first New York Vol- 
unteers were marched in line of battle on each side of the column. 
In this order the command reached the top of a hill, where it met ' 
the whole of that portion of the army which had preceded it, in 
utter rout and panic, flying before the enemy, who were in hot pur- 
suit. On the crest of this hill the brigadier-general commanding the 
division directed that the line of battle should be formed. In face 
of the rout of the army, this became a difficult task, for through the 
- brigade column in many places rushed cavalry, artillery, and wagons 
in frightful confusion. The companies of the One hundred and 
sixty-first New York Volunteers were utterly unable to protect the 
flanks of this column, One of these companies joined its regiment ; 
the other joined the column of the One hundred and sixteenth New 
York Volunteers. The whole of the One hundred and sixty-first 
New York Volunteers, with the exception of the company driven 
into the column of the One hundred and sixteenth New York Vol- 
unteers, followed the brigadier-general commanding the division in 
advance of the line on which he had directed that the brigade should 
be deployed, and this regiment was used by the brigadier-general 
commanding the division in checking the advance of the enemy and 
covering the deployment. There were thus left but three regiments 
of this brigade to be immediately posted. The One hundred and 
sixteenth New York Volunteers was placed on the right, with the 
One hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers on its left, and 
the Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers on the left of the line, and 
stretching across the road upon which the routed army was passing. 
After being posted, these regiments were directed to remain firmly 
in their positions, to reserve their fire until the last moment, and to 
fire as low as possible. The first attack of the enemy was made 
upon the front of this line, and was repulsed by its steady and with- 
ering fire. 
This attack had barely subsided when a body of the enemy 
appeared to be moving toward the right flank of the brigade. 
Some shots from their direction falling OF ie the right flank of the 
One hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers caused some con- 
fusion in its ranks. I went immediately to the right of the line to 
restore order, when I found certain troops on the right of the One 
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hundred and sixteenth New 


unknown to me, in much greater confusion than that which existed 
in the ranks of the One hundred and sixteenth New York Volun- 
_ teers. I endeavored to rally the men on my right, and to move them 
on to the line of battle, when a few shots from the enemy falling 
~ among them, they began to fire wildly in the air and to fall back. 
After a few moments they became calmer, a portion of them moved 
up to the line of battle, and by this time order seemed to be restored 
on the right of this brigade. I immediately went to the left of the 
brigade. On my way to this point I found the One hundred and 
sixty-first New York Volunteers, which had retired from in front 
of the brigade line of battle, formed in rear of the Twenty-ninth 
Maine Volunteers, and I directed it to the right of the line to render 
that secure against further disorder. Perceiving that the enemy 
were about to make a similar demonstration on the left, I went to 
that point, rectified the alignment of certain regiments which I 
found there belonging to other brigades, and remained there and on 
the line of this brigade until the heavy firing ceased, and the enemy 
were repulsed in every attack. As I passed frequently along the 
line I had occasion to note accurately the conduct of all the regi- 
ments, and with the exception of the momentary disorder which 
occurred in the ranks of the One hundred and sixteenth New York 
Volunteers too much praise cannot be awarded them for their firm- 
ness and good conduct, but especial praise is due to the officers and 
soldiers of the Twenty-ninth Meine Volunteers, whose conduct left 
nothing to be desired. 
After firing had ceased strong pickets were thrown to the front of 


this brigade, and many prisoners were taken by them. They were ~ 


carefully directed on no account to fire, but to use all their exertions 
to capture. In the stillness of evening which followed nothing was 
to be heard at first but the groans of the wounded and dying in front 
of this position, mingled with the shouts of the enemy over the spoils 
found in the wagons which they had captured. These sounds were 
followed by the rumbling of wagons going to the enemy’s rear. 
Mean time my pickets and the prisoners they captured gave accurate 
information of the movement of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry, 
all of which indicated that the position was to be attacked at cet 
dawn. Between 9 and 10 p. m. I was informed of the intention to 
retire the army to Pleasant Hill, and at the same time the brigadier- 
general commanding the division charged this, brigade with the 
duty of bringing up the rear. As the brigade pickets were within 
a few feet of those of the enemy, to do this without his knowledge 
was a difficult operation. I sent for the commanding officers of the 
different regiments and gave them the most minute instructions as to 
the proceeding. The remainder of the army having retired shortly 
before midnight this brigade retired silently from in front of the 
enemy. 

The brigade moved upon the road in the following order : The One 
hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers, the One hundred and 
fourteenth New York Volunteers, the One hundred and sixteenth 
New York Volunteers, the Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers bringing 
up the extreme rear and furnishing a suitable rear guard. “This 
march to Pleasant Hill was a painful one, as many delays were caused 
owing to the long wagon trains and great number of stragglers along 
the road. The greatest care was taken to drive in and forward all 
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- York Volunteers, belonging, appar- 
ently, to several different regiments, whose names and numbers are — 
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pian before Pleasant Hill the enemy’s cavalry appeared, — 
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it had left the previous morning, having wig ie in twenty- 
ghting, and a deli- 


aay a brigade of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith’s troops, came to me, 
saying t 


out a regiment to his BAR DOE I. As I had no authority to do more 
declined to march out from it. Between 
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placed them across the line upon which the enemy appeared to be 
advancing, and from which direction his bullets were already begin- 
ning to drop into my camp. At the same time the colonel of the 
One hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers, desiring to change 
the position of his regiment, was permitted to take up the position 
he donived. These dispositions were hardly accomplished when Col- 
onel Shaw, of General Smith’s division, with some artillery and a 
regiment of infantry, came fleeing through my lines, and the enemy 
was upon me. At this moment two pieces of artillery from Battery 
L, First U. S. Artillery, reported to me by order of the brigadier- 
general commanding the division. I immediately sent them to my 
rear, asthe position in which I was situated admitted of no use being 
made of them. They had just retired when, from the confusion in 
my rear, I perceived the enemy was there, and occupied the only 
road through which I could communicate with the brigadier-general 
commanding the division. The enemy also appeared on the left 


flank of the One hundred and fourteenth New York Volunteers. I 
- immediately ordered the Twenty-ninth Maine Infantry, under Colonel 
Beal, tomove so as to clear the left flank of this regiment from annoy- 

ance, and I directed the One hundred and sixty-first New York Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Kinsey, to move in column of companies 
upon the road to clear it of the enemy, if necessary with the bayonet. 
This movement was executed with promptness. e officers, and par- 
ticularly Lieutenant-Colonel Kinsey, who commanded, are deserving 
of especial praise and mention. At this time this brigade was en- 
tirely surrounded by the enemy with the exception of the ravine 
on its right, and balls were falling into its position from all direc- 
tions—a most trying position for the soldiers of this brigade, and 
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~ one which fully attests their steadfastness and devotion. Having 


cautioned the three regiments, viz, One hundred and fourteenth New 
York Volunteers, One hundred and sixteenth New York Volunteers, 
and One hundred and fifty-third New York Volunteers, which were 
in position, to remain firm, and on no account to give way in the least 
‘or to retire, I afterward moved the Twenty-ninth Maine Volun- 
teers and One hundred and sixty-first New York Volunteers in such 
a manner as to protect the flanks of the other regiments and the 
right of the army. These movements were made under the eye, and 
forthe most part under the immediate direction, of the brigadier- 
general commanding the division. Neither of these regiments did 
much firing, but the attacks upon the three other regiments were 
incessant, and their fire was constantly maintained until darkness 
put an end to the battle. The attacks of the enemy upon the posi- 
‘tion of this brigade continued to the end, and showed the enemy to 
be in force near my position up to the time when all firing ceased. 


In their movements and entire conduct during this day, the regi- | 


ments of this brigade were steady and extremely well behaved, while 
the fire of the three regiments that remained in position could not 
have been EE PEOY Se. 

I would call especial attention to the One hundred and fifty-third 
New York Volunteers, which on this occasion made its first appearance 
on a battle-field. The officers and soldiers of this command have 
received my thanks for their conduct on these two trying occasions. 
My thanks are due to the members of my staff, Capt. Oliver Matthews, 
assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. Chitty, acting assistant inspector- 
general; Lieut. D. C. Payne, aide-de-camp ; Lieut. 8. 8. Fairchild, 
aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant Fillebrown, ordnance officer, and Lieut. 
S. W. Phinney, provost-marshal, for the faithful and gallant man- 
ner in which they performed all their duties, The efficiency of Capt. 
Oliver Matthews is especially worthy of attention. I was imme- 
diately accompanied during both battles by my brother, Mr. D. A. 
Dwight, who rendered me much efficient service. I would most 
respectfully call the attention of the brigadier-general commanding 
the division to Colonel Beal, of the Twenty-ninth Maine Volunteers 
and to his peculiar fitness for a higher command. I inclose a list 
of casualties,* This brigade retired from Pleasant Hill to this point 
with the main body of the army. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv. 

; — WILLIAM DWIGHT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade, 
Capt. DUNCAN 8S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generat. 


* See p. 260. 
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Itinerary of the First Brigade, May 1-22.* 


May 1.—The brigade was at Alexandria, La., on the Red River 
_ expedition, the Twenty-ninth Maine being across the river at work 
on the dam for the relief of the naval squadron. 

_ _ May 2.—The brigade, except Twenty-ninth Maine, went out toward 
Cheneyville with trains for forage ; opposed by superior force of the 
enemy; skirmished all day ; killed 3 and wounded others ; our loss, 
none. . 

' May {4|.—The One hundred and sixteenth New York sent over 

_ river to work on dam. : 

_ _ May 5.—Forage rations reduced one-third ; rations of troops re- 

_ duced one-third. 

; May 9.—The One hundred and sixteenth New York transferred 
to Third Brigade. 

tpg 13.—Marched down Red River to Osborne’s plantation, 12 
miles. 

May 14.—Passed Wilson’s Landing and Choctaw Bayou. 

May 15.—Marched to Marksville, cavalry skirmishing, 12 miles. 

May 16.—Marched through Marksville, the First Brigade skir- 
mishing all morning on the extreme left of Federal line; 2 wounded 
in the One hundred and sixty-first New York; bivouac at Bayou De 
Glaize, 16 miles. 

May 17.—Marched to Simsport without opposition, 8 miles. 

May 19.—Crossed on transports and ea up the Atchafalaya, 
2 miles. 

May 20.—Marched to Mississippi River and down, 12 miles. 

May 21.—Marched through Williamsport, 13 miles. 

May 22.—Marched to Morganza Bend, Mississippi River, and went 
into camp, 3 miles. 


No. 71. 


Report of Col. Edwin P. Davis, One hundred and fifty-third New 
York Infantry, of engagements at Sabine Cross-Roads and Pleas- 
ant Hill. 


Hpgrs. 153p REGIMENT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 12, 1864. 

Caprain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the , 
campaign since we left Natchitoches: On the morning of the 6th 
instant (Wednesday) I broke camp at Natchitoches at 7.30 a. m., 
joined my brigade, and took up a line of march in direction of Pleas- 
ant Hill. After proceeding about 17 miles we bivouacked for the 
night at 5.30 p.m. At 5.30 a.m, of Thursday, the 7th instant, we 
broke camp and took up line of march ; reached Pleasant Hill about 
4p. m.and went into bivouac about 5p.m. Heard firing in our 
front: rumors of our cavalry having engaged the enemy. 

The next morning, being Friday, we broke camp at 6 a. m. My 
regiment was detached from the brigade, being detailed as rear guard 
tothe division trains to relieve the Thirtieth Maine Volunteers, which 
I did at 11 o’clock that day. At 3p. m. I reached the old saw-mill, 


*From return for May. 


- where the First Brigade had gone into bivouac, but soon the divis-  _ 
- jon moved forward and my regiment was ordered to remain and 
guard the wagons and artillery which were left in camp at the old — 
saw-mill, which I did. The next morning at4a.m., 9th instant,I 
rejoined my brigade at the old saw-mill, and took the rear of the 
column en route for Pleasant Hill, where we arrived at 8.30 a. m. of 
same day, and took up a position in the woods on the right of the 
main road, where I remained until 5 e m., when I received orders 
to move my regiment up the main road leading from Pleasant Hill, 
and to take up a position, the right of my regiment resting on the 
road, and the line of battle directly diagonal across the wood ; also 
to throw out my skirmishers with orders to hold their position and 
not to fire a shot until the enemy made their appearance. I had been 
here but a short time when the enemy made their appearance in a 
strong force, drove in my skirmishers, and fired a terrific volley 
into my regiment, which was handsomely met by my men, who — 
poured volley after volley and succeeded in driving them out of the 
woods. Again they made their appearance and endeavored to turn 
my regiment and left flankers, but were driven back pell-mell. 
They again made several attempts to drive me from my position 
without success. I maintained it until I was ordered to retire, my 
ammunition being all exhausted, about 8 o’clock, and took up a new 
postion in the rear about 40 yards. About 2 a. m. of the 10th instant 

joined the brigade, and took our line of march for Grand EKcore. 
We bivouacked about 2 o’clock on Sunday, the 10th instant, for the 
night. Broke camp at 5.50 of the morning of the 11th instant and 
reached Grand Ecore at 3.30 p.m. My men behaved nobly, and I 
attach much credit to the noble manner in which my line officers 
acted, and Lieutenant-Colonel Strain, Major Sammons, and Adju- 
tant Davis rendered me valuable assistance in keeping my line > 
Meena and maintaining my position. The casualties are as fol- 
OWS: 

Respectfully, 


EDWIN P. DAVIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. OLIVER MATTHEWS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 72. 


Itinerary of the Second Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army 
Corps, March 15-May 22.+ 


March 15.—The brigade marched from Franklin for Alexandria 
a distance of 150 miles. 

March 25.—-Arrived at Alexandria. 

March 28.—Resumed the march, passing up Bayou Rapides; thence 
crossing Bayou Rapides we followed up the Old River, or, as it is 
now called, the Cane River, to within 25 miles of Natchitoches. a dis- 
tance of 45 miles. 

Brigade marched from Cane River, 45 miles below Natchitoches 
La., to Sabine-Cross-Roads, near Mansfield, La., making a distance 
of 93 miles, where it arrived on the Sth instant and fought in the 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 killed, 28 wounded, and 12 missing. 
{ From returns for March, April, and May. 
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rived at Grand Ecore, a distance of 36 miles. — 
ft atnight for Alexandria, La. = = = © 
3.—Marched to Cane aye ates crossing), and was en- 
in the battie of Cane River Crossing as reserve. That night 
ched toward Alexandria, La. oe. 

April 27.—Arrived at Alexandria, since which time it has been on 
duty in and around that placee POE 
_At Alexandria, La., the brigade was engaged until the morning 
13th [May] in building a dam, for the purpose of raising the river 
to enable the fleet to pass over the falls, and in building fortifica- 
tions. — 

4 i ena ae Alexandria for Simsport, La., where it arrived on 
th i ‘ 2 \ i ‘ 
fay 16.—The enemy were met in force on the prairie at Mansura, 
but were finally driven from the field. 
May 18 to 20.—Were occupied in crossing the Atchafalaya River. i, 
Night of the 20th the brigade moved for Morganza, La. * 
May 22.—Arvived at Morganza. es 


No. 73. 


Itinerary of the Third Brigade, First Division, March 15-May 22.* 


March 15.—Left Franklin, La., at 8 a. m., and marched about 20 
miles, nearly to Jeanerette. 
March 16.—On the move again at 7.30 a. m., and marched about / 
18 miles to Camp Pratt. 
March 17.—Left Camp Pratt at 7.30 a. m., and marched 15 miles 
to Vermillion Bayou. 
March 18.—Left Vermillion Bayou at 6 a. m., and marched 18 
_ miles to Bayou Boudreau. 
' March 19.—Left Bayou Boudreau at 6 a. m., and marched about 
- 14 miles to Bayou Grand Coteau, near Washington, La. 
March 20,—To-day the troops are resting. 
March 21.—On the march again at 6 a.m. To-day we reached 
Chotier’s plantation, and marched about 14 miles. It rained to-day. 
March 22.—Left Chotier’s plantation this morning at 7 a. m., and 
marched about 14 miles to Holmesville. The roads were very bad 
to-day. 
bee 23.—Left Holmesville at 6.30 a. m., and had a pleasant 
march of 14 miles to Cheneyville, La. 
March 24.—Left Cheneyville at 6 a. m., and marched 17 miles to 
Bayou Roberts. It rained very hard in the afternoon. 
March 25.—Left Bayou,Roberts at 7 a. m., and marched 14 miles, 
reaching Alexandria about 2 p. m. 
March 26 and 27.—In camp at Alexandria, La. . 
March 28.—Left Alexandria at 9 a. m., and marched 17 miles to 
Roberts’ plantation, on Bayou Rapides. 
March 29.—On the move again at 9a. m., and marched about 5 
miles; encamped near Cotile, La. 


*From returns for March, April, and May. 


March 30.— 
~ encamped in t 


_— 
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; 5 DORE) Sar Po cae ee eae ar 
Br Re camp at 11 a. m., and marched about 7 miles; _ 
he piney woods. & meee aeon 

March ay Brakaeane at 7a. m., and marched 21 miles ; encamped ~ 
on the Old Red River. rus pie Pity ck 

April 1.—Broke camp_at Red River Crossing at 11.a. m., and — 
marched to within 7 miles of Natchitoches. : : : 

April 2.—Broke camp at 8.30 a, m., and marched to Natchitoches. _ 
April 3 to 5.—In camp at Natchitoches. pee . 
April 6.—Marched 15 miles and encamped at Sand Hill. 


ant Hill. ' ; 

April 8.—Broke camp at_8 a.m. At 3 p.m. encamped in the 
woods, 6 miles from Sabine Cross-Roads. At4 p.m. moved forward 
to the support of the Thirteenth Corps, which had engaged the 
enemy under fire about an hour. At 10 p. m. fell back to Pleasant 
Hill. 

April 9.—The brigade was under fire again at 2p. m. The action 
continued until dark, leaving our forces in possession of the field. 

April 10.—Left Pleasant Hill at 2 a.m., and marched 20 miles 
toward Grand Ecore. 

April 11.—Broke camp at 6 a. m., and marched 12 miles to Grand 
Keore. . 

April 12 to 20.—In camp at Grand Ecore. 

April 21.—Broke camp at 5 p. m., and marched with General 
Birge’s command 20 miles toward Cane River. 

Apri 22.—Broke camp at 9 a. m., and marched 15 miles toward 
Cane River Crossing. 

April 23.—Broke camp at 6 a. m. and reached Cane River Cross- 
ing at 9a, m.; forded Cane River with General Birge’s command, 
and at 3 p. m. charged the enemy, posted on a high hill at the 
peers The brigade was under fire about three-quarters of an | 

our, . 

Ss April 24.—Broke camp at 11 o’clock, and marched to near Cotile, - 

a, 

April 25.—Broke camp at 5 a. m.; rejoined the division and 
marched to Alexandria, where the brigade is now [April 30] en- 
camped. 

May 1 to 12.—Encamped at Alexandria, La. 

May 13.—Left Alexandria at 7 a. m., and marched 15 miles to 
Osborne’s plantation. 

May 14.—Moved at 5.30 a. m,, and encamped at Bird’s plantation, 
about 6 miles from Cheneyville. 

May 15.—Moved at 5 a. m., and marched to Marksville, La. 

May 16.—Moved upon the enemy at4.a.m. During the day a very 
ae artillery fight took place upon the open plain near Mansura, 

a. 

May 17.—Broke camp at 6a, m., and marched to Simsport, La. 

May 18.—Brigade in biyouac at Simsport. 

May 19.—Crossed and went into bivouac on the east side of the 
Atchafalaya River. 

May 20.—Broke camp at 7 p. m. 

May 21.—Encamped at 1 a. m., moved at 6.30 a. m., and marched 
to Old River. 

May 22.—Moved at 10 a. m., and encamped within 3 miles of Mor- 
ganza, on the Mississippi. 


April '7.—Broke camp at 8 a, m., and marched 20 miles to Pleas- 7 | 


ant Hill. 


$ 4 BR cit ie Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

‘Sir: [have the honor to submit the following report of the move- 
ments of the Third Brigade of this division cuore the six days 
from the 6th to the 11th instant: On the morning of the 6th, at 9 
_m., the brigade moved with the division on the Fort Jesup road, 
south of Spanish Lake, 15 miles from Natchitoches, and camped at 
[Sand Hill]. -On the morning of the 7th instant the brigade marched 
with the division 20 miles to Pleasant Hill, and went into camp at 4 


woods. The Thirtieth Maine Volunteers was on this day detached 
asarear guard to the army trains,and did not move till 10 a. m., 
and went into camp at 10.30 p. m. 7 miles in rear of Pleasant Hill, 


darkness of the night. 

On the morning of the 8th, at 9 a. m., the brigade, then consisting 
of the One hundred and sixty-second, One hundred and sixty-fifth, 
and One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers, moved 
with the division 7 miles on the road to Mansfield, and camped on 
Ten-Mile Bayou at 1.30 p.m. At 3p. m. the Thirtieth Maine Vol- 
unteers joined the brigade. At4p. m. the regiments were ordered 
to take two days’ rations and be prepared to march at once. At 4.30 
p.m. the brigade, being third in the division column, marched 6 
miles to a position near Sabine Cross-Roads to the support of the 
Thirteenth Corps, which was then engaged in a severe action with 
the enemy. The brigade, on arriving near the field of battle, passed 
through a demoralized mass of retreating cavalry, infantry, artillery- 
men, and camp followers, crowding together in the midst of wagons 
and ambulances, and entered the field to the left of the road. The 
troops were immediately deployed in line in the following order: 
The One hundred and sixty-second New York Volunteers on the 
right of the brigade, resting upon the left of the Second Brigade. 
The One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers doRiernd 
upon the left of the One hundred and sixty-second New York Vol- 
unteers, both regiments being upon the crest of a hill with a ravine 
in front, and the enemy behind a similar crest beyond. The Thir- 
tieth Maine Volunteers were deployed in rear of the One hundred 
and seventy-third New York Volunteers, and the One hundred and 
sixty-fifth New York Volunteers upon its left and a few rods in ad- 
vance. The brigade was immediately subjected to the fire of the 
enemy, which was returned with effect by the One hundred and 
sixty-second New York, One hundred and seventy-third New York 
Volunteers, and One hundred and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers. 
The enemy speedily disappeared. In this action the One hundred 
and sixty-fif af New York Volunteers were subjected to the fire of 
the enemy while forming in line, and fell to the rear in some con- 
fusion, running through the left company of the Thirtieth Maine 
Volunteers. They soon rallied and were deployed as skirmishers on 
the left of the line, while the Thirtieth Maine Volunteers was moved 
to the left of the last line of battle while the enemy were yet firing. 


a ee a a 


___ -Hogrs. Turrp Brie., First Div., 19TH ARMY Corps, 


p.m. on the open ground in front of Pleasant Hill, and near the 


the trains being stopped by the bad condition of the roads and the | 


ing upon the main road. The beleae was under fire Waeic ; 


in rear of the division, the Third Brigade was drawn up in line of 
~ battle upon the front of road under the direction of Colonel Peck, 
One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers, then com- 
manding brigade, but was soon after moved to its camping-ground, 
on the night of the 7th instant, in the skirt of the woods at the 
lower end of the open ground in front of Pleasant Hill, and com- 
panies deployed from each regiment as skirmishers. The men passed 
the day till 3 p. m. in cooking, sleeping, and finding water. At 3 p. 
m. the brigade fell into line and prepared to move at a moment’s 
notice. At 3.30 p.m. our cavalry skirmishers were driven in upon 
our left flank, through our infantry skirmishers, and reported that 
they were attacked by infantry. The skirmishers in front of the 
brigade in the woods were strengthened, and the line of battle of the 
brigade was changed from its position in the skirt of the woods to a 
position 300 yards to the rear, behind a deep ditch, the edges of which 
were overgrown with reeds and underbrush, which partially concealed 
the troops from view when lying down. The ground sloped toward 
the ditah from the woods, and ascended again to the rear. The regi- 
ments were posted in the following order: The One hundred and 
sixty-fifth New York was on the right of the brigade, the One hun- 
dred and seventy-third New York on the right center, the One hun- 
dred and sixty-second New York on the left center, and the Thirtieth 
Maine Veteran Volunteers on the extreme left of the brigade, the 
brigade being the left of the front line of battle. The right of: the 
brigade was near the woods on the right of the open ground, while 
the left of the line rested on open ground and was entirely uncovered. 
The companies of skirmishers were directed to remain in the woods. _ 
Shortly after 5 p. m. a company of colored soldiers, deployed as skir- 

mishers between the skirmishers of the brigade and the skirmishers 
of the troops of the Sixteenth Corps, who were in line in echelon 
some 400 yards to our left rear, in the woods beyond the slope in our 
rear, were driven in across the open ground on my left. Shortly 
after the skirmishers of the brigade in the woods were driven in, and 


talion when the enemy 
ds front and bey: ) 

pidly in two lines obli upon the left. 
the brigade, extending 


y-second New York Volunteers, opened a 


_ sharp fire upon the Stes but without checking them in the least. 


eo 


_ seventy-third New York Volunteers next, the regiments delivering 


their fire as they fell back in disorder to the rear. On that day I com- 
manded the Thirtieth Maine Volunteers upon the left of the line, and 


_had received orders from Colonel Benedict, commanding brigade, to 


retreat when the other regiments fell back. I held my regiment in 
its position behind the ditch, firing upon the enemy, until I perceived 
that the other regiments were retiring over the brow of the slope 
and myself enveloped on both flanks and severely pressed in front, 
when I gave the order to retreat. The regiment retreated up the 
slope under a severe fire, halted and partially reformed, and fired 
again upon the enemy, and retired in some confusion into the woods, 
where they were rallied upon the right of General Smith’s troops, 
who were in line in that position. aving rallied the regiment on 
the right of General Smith’s troops, in which I was greatly assisted 
by Captain Wilkinson, of Cieneral Emory’s staff, I ordered a charge 
and advanced with the regiment formed on the right of General 
Smith’s troops in a charge upon the flank of the enemy, who had b 
this time penetrated the line as far as Battery L, Fifth [First] U.S. 
Artillery. The enemy retreated to the low ground, when they re- 
ceived support from another line then advancing from the woods. 
They atternpted to reform and resist our advance, delivering a heavy 
fire. General Smith’s troops, however, continued to advance from 
the left, and, aided by another line, the Second Brigade of First 
Division, Nineteenth Corps, advancing between General Smith’s 
troops and Battery L, Fifth [First] U. 8. Artillery, completed the 
discomfiture of the enemy in that quarter, and they were speedily 
driven beyond the open ground and through the woods. In this 
movement the erate became much scattered, portions of the dif- 
ferent regiments advancing with other brigades until the battle 
ceased, 

The reports of the One hundred and sixty-second and One hun- 
dred and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers do not say what portions 
of their regiments advanced. Part of the One hundred and seventy- 
third New York Volunteers, with its colors, fought the remainder of 


ments for thei 
- hundred and sixty-second New York on the first attack 


b: 
Maine Volunteers, mistaking th f General Smit 
r own, advanced with brigade until t 


ceased. The company of skirmishers that fell back after 


of the field, I halted to reform the regiment. Finding that Colonel 
Benedict had been killed, and that Colonel Peck was not on the field, 
IT assumed command of the brigade, and ehdeavored-to collect it 


| together, which I succeeded in doing about 9 p.m. The brigade — 


i. 


bivouacked in the field on the ground where it was first attacked. 


Here the troops were supplied with ammunition. ' At 11.30 p. m. I 
received orders to hold the troops in readiness to move at a moment’s 


notice, and at 1.40 a. m. the brigade took up its line of march to the 
rear, reaching its original camping-ground, 15 miles from Natchi- 
toches, at about 12.30 p.m. April 10. The troops rested here till the 
following morning, when the brigade moved at 6 a. m. to its present 
camping-ground at Grand Ecore. Its loss in the last engagement 
of Saturday, the 9th instant, was as follows: One hundred and sixty- 


second New York Volunteers, 13 killed, 44 wounded, 48 missing; — 


One hundred and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, 2 killed, 10 


wounded, 61 missing; One hundred and seventy-third New York ~ 


Volunteers, 5 killed, 37 wounded, 147 missing; Thirtieth Maine Vet- 


eran Volunteers, 9 killed, 50 wounded, 28 missing; total, 29 killed, — 


141 wounded, 284 missing. The total loss in both actions was as fol- 
lows: 33 killed, 172 wounded, 371 missing. 

The losses of the brigade in this action of the 9th, as has been seen, 
were heavy. Colonel Benedict was instantly killed early in the 
action. Lieutenant-Colonel Green, One hundred and seventy-third 
New York Volunteers, was severely wounded, and was compelled 
to be assisted from the field. A number of officers were killed, 
wounded, and missing. Thestaff officers of the brigade were greatly 
exposed during the action, and behaved with coolness and bravery. 
The battle was a short one, and the number of killed, wounded, and 
missing in the brigade bears testimony to the severity of the conflict 
in which they participated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS FESSENDEN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. DuncAN 8. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpa@rs. DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
No. 57. j Alexandria, La., May 8, 1864. 


A court of inquiry, convened at the request of Col. Lewis M. Peck 
One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers, having 
found that Colonel Peck preceded his regiment to the rear at the 
battle of Pleasant Hill, April 9, 1864; that Colonel Peck did not 
make proper attempts to rally his regiment while in confusion ; that 
Colonel Peck was not with his regimental colors, or with those of 
his men who were rallied around them when they advanced against 


dvanced — 
- with the troops that charged on the right of General Smith’s troops, 
leaving the colors and four companies with the field officers. Hav- — 
ing advanced until the enemy were entirely repulsed from that part _ 


sm 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 75. - 


| Report of Lieut. Col. Justus W. Blanchard, One hundred and siaty- 
se 


€ New York Infantry, commanding Third Brigade, of opera- 
tions April 21-25. 


Hpgrs. Turrp Bria., First Div., 19TH ARMY CorRPs, 
Alexandria, La., April 30, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the move- 
ments of the Third Brigade, First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, 


' during the five days from the 21st to the 25th instant: On the after- 
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noon of the 2ist, the brigade having been temporarily detached, 
moved at 5 bp m. at the head of General Birge’s command, in the 
advance on the river road, 20 miles from Grand Ecore, and camped 
on the banks of the Cane River at 3a.m. On the morning of the 
22d, at 11 a. m., the brigade moved with the command 15 miles, 
passing through Cloutierville about 4p. m., and camped about 5 p. 
m. on the popiaien adjoining the residence of At 6 
a.m. on the morning of the 23d, the brigade moved with the com- 
mand, in the rear of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, on 
the river road, 5 miles toward Cane River Crossing, and halted, 
the advance having met the enemy and opened upon them with artil- 


4 lery. At 9 a. m.-the brigade moved with the command (General 


Birge’s) about 1 mile tothe rear and forded the river, moving thence 
by the right flank, through a marshy piece of timber, for some dis- 
tance, and then in line of battle through the woods to an open field, 
skirted by a deep, muddy bayou on the opposite side; thence in line 
of battle over the field and across the bayou, through a swampy 
undergrowth, to the crest of a hill beyond; thence by the right flank, 
in a semicircle, about 1 mile to a small clearing at the foot of a high 
hill upon which the enemy were posted. 

Orders were given by General Birge to Colonel Fessenden to take 
the hill by such disposition of his forces as seemed best tohim. By 
a reconnaissance it appeared that the left flank of the enemy’s posi- 
tion on the hill was made impregnable by a marsh and lake. Col- 
onel Fessenden accordingly gave orders to dislodge the enemy by a 
charge upon his front, and disposed his regiments in the following 


* This order of dismissal confirmed by the War Department June 10, 1864; con- 
firmatory orders revoked July 8, with view to Colonel Peck’s trial by court-martial. 
He was tried by general court-martial in November, and acquitted, and was honor- 
ably discharged by expiration of service October 18, 1869. 
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order, viz: On the right, the One hundred and sixty-fifth New York 


Volunteers ; second, the One hundred and seventy-third New York — 


Volunteers; third, the Thirtieth Maine Volunteers, and on the left 
the One hundred and sixty-second New York Volunteers. To pre- 
pare for the attack it was necessary to move the regiments somewhat, 


and to tear down a high rail fence immediately in our front, which = 


obstructed our advance. As a determined resistance was expected — 
from the enemy upon the hill, orders were given by Colonel Fes- 
senden that the regiments should advance simultaneously over the 
open field at his command, rapidly, yet in as good order as possible, — 
close the ranks, and reform the line without delay at the foot of the — 
hill, then ascend and dislodge the enemy at all hazards. Before the 
line was properly formed or the fence removed the One hundred and 
seventy- ae New York Volunteers was ordered forward by a staff 
officer (a lieutenant of General Banks’ staff). The Thirtieth Maine 
and the One hundred and sixty-second New York Volunteers were 
then ordered to move on to its support, though the latter regiment 
had hardly yet gained its position. Despite the want of concert 
which this unwarranted officiousness occasioned, the regiments ad- 
vanced rapidly, charged at a run over nearly a quarter of a mile of 
open field, and passing over another fence and some fallen timber 
at the foot of the hill climbed its steep sides under a most rapid 
and galling fire from the enemy. . The One hundred and sixty-second 
New York Volunteers, then under my command, the Thirtieth Maine, 
led by Lieutenant-Colonel Hubbard, and the One hundred and seventy- 
third New York Volunteers, led by Captain Conrady, gained the sum- 
mit of the hill almost simultaneously, though at different. points, 
according to their respective positions in line. The One hundred 
and sixty-fifth New York Volunteers, moving through the woods on 
the right, was somewhat obstructed by the marsh before mentioned, 
and its arrival at the top of the hill was a little later than that of 
the other regiments, though in good order and well held together. 
On reaching the summit of the hill a destructive fire was delivered 
on the enemy in view and in full retreat. Quite a number of them 
were either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. 

Colonel Fessenden, commanding the brigade, was severely wounded 
in the leg while leading the charge across the field, and, having been 
notified of such by astaff officer, I assumed command of the brigade. 
The scattered condition of our forces, occasioned by the interference 
before mentioned, rendered it necessary to halt for fifteen or twenty 
minutes in order to reform the lines for an advance. _This being done 
the brigade moved steadily forward half a mile until its advance was 
checked by adeep ravine. Here a movement was made by the right 
flank; the First Louisiana Infantry and Thirteenth Connecticut In- 
fantry, heretofore in rear, passed to our right at this point, and filed 
to the left into an open field. Here the whole force was exposed 
to a severe fire from the enemy, to: whom our pause had given 
time to take position on a second hill. The advance line moved to a 
ditch in the center of the field and laid down; the Third Brigade 
formed in rear (with the One hundred and seventy-third New York 
Volunteers deployed as skirmishers in a ditch at right angles to the left 
flank of the advance line) and halted for a few minutes until joined 
by the One hundred and sixty-fiffh New York Volunteers and a few 
men separated in the charge from the other regiments. The brigade 
then moved forward over the protected line in front, and advanced 
to the enemy’s second position, which was found to be evacuated, 


the foot of the hill and filed 
the brigade in this affair was as follows: 


im d New York Volunteers 
0th Maine Volunteers. 


€ 


a One officer since died of wounds received in action. 
6 One enlisted man since died of wounds received in action. 


The Ae es loss of the Thirtieth Maine Volunteers results 
from the fact that its position in line made it necessary for it to pass 
a longer distance in the open field. The result of the charge, though 
arfectly successful, would have been more certain and attended 
with less loss had it not been for the officious interference of the staff 

' officer before mentioned. 

_ Captain Broach, acting assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, 
» Lieutenants Halland Dwinal, of the brigade staff, and Colonel Pook: 
of the One hundred and seventy-third New York Volunteers, acting 
- as a volunteer aide, are entitled to especial thanks for their assist- 
_ ance in disposing the troops and bringing up the charge. To Lieu- 
~ tenant Halleck, the efficient provost-marshal of the brigade, the 
~ command is indebted for the small number of stragglers and miss- 
ing. At8 p. m. the brigade made its bivouac near the Cane River, 

_ at the crossing, and hel peers through the night. 
-- Itis with regret that the lieutenant-colonel commanding feels in 
~ duty bound to mention the absence of Lieutenant Hoffman from the 
- field, at a time when his services were greatly needed to assist the 
‘other members of the staff in urging the men on to the attack, and 
his unsoldierly conduct in the presence of the brigade after the heat 
of the action had passed. 

At 11 a. m. of the 24th, the dead having been buried, and the 
troops, trains, and wounded brought over in safety, the brigade 
moved forward on the Alexandria road, followed by the forces of 
General Smith. The march of the 24th was unobstructed by the 
enemy, and at 9 p. m. the brigade camped on Bayou el ate 18 miles 
southeast of Cane River. At 5.30 a. m. on the 25th, the march was 
resumed, and at 7 a. m. the brigade rejoined the First Division, Nine- 
teenth Army Corps, which had camped 4 miles in advance the pre- 
vious night. The march of the 25th was continued until 3,30 p. m., 
he the brigade camped north of Alexandria, 1 mile up the Red 

iver. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
J. W. BLANCHARD, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. DuncAN S. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


8, 1864. 


‘GENERAL: An extra copy of my return of killed, wounded, 
missing from this regiment lost in battles of April 8 and 9 ha 
made for your office, and I have the honor to transmit the sam 
the subjoined brief account of the part which this regime. 
ase engagements.* On the 7th of April, when 15 miles north 
- Natchitoches, this regiment was detached from the main column 
ear guard to the supply trains of the First. Division, Ninete 
Army Corps. Aftera tedious march in a drenching rain-storm, an 
- during the last three hours over muddy and uneven roads and in 
utter darkness, a part of the train became mired, and at-10.30 p. m. the’ 
~ regiment was compelled to bivouac in the woods 7 miles in rear of 
- the troops of the division. At 6.30 a.m. of the 8th, the march was 
~ resumed, and at 3.30 p. m. of the same day, having marched 18 miles, 
_ the regiment joined its brigade, which had been in camp nearly two 
hours at Mill Springs, 11 miles northwest of Pleasant Hill. At4p. — 
m. of the same day, the regiment being much fatigued, received — 
orders to prepare to move forward at once, and at 4.45 commenced — 
-a rapid aech toward Sabine Cross-Roads, near Mansfield. At this — 
time the firing of artillery and musketry, which had been heard at 
~ intervals during the day, was heavy and continuous in our front. At) — 

6 p.m. we had marched a distance of nearly 6 miles from the last — 
halting ground, and reached the theater of the engagement between 
Lee’s cavalry and the Thirteenth Army Corps of the Union forces 
and the troops of the enemy under Taylor, Green, and Mouton. The 
cavalry and Thirteenth Corps had been engaged with superior forces, — 
and were very much shattered. Thecavalry trains and artillery had 
been taken by the enemy, and the cavalry with its immediate infan- 
try supports driven back in confusion. My regiment, passing at - 
double-quick step through a road crowded with retreating troops and 
trains, filed to the left and formed line of battle under fire in a pine 
wood near the summit of a hill and in rear of a large open field. 
The regiment was held at first as reserve of the Third Brigade, but 
was almost immediately moved forward and to the left to assist in 
checking an attempted movement of the enemy upon the left flank 
of the division ; here the enemy’s fire was quite galling. Major 
Whitman, while dressing the ranks upon the front and left, was 
wounded, and here we met with nearly all the loss suffered in this 
action. The enemy was checked chiefly by the fire of the other regi- 
ments of the division, and at 8 p.m. my regiment, without having 
delivered a full volley,;was moved to the right, rested upon the main 
road, and lay under arms awaiting orders. The loss of the regiment 
in this action, as will appear by the inclosed list, was 1 commissioned 
officer wounded, 2 enlisted men killed, 7 enlisted men wounded, and 
42 enlisted men missing. The missing men fell out from exhaus- 
tion before reaching the field of battle, and were probably captured 
when our forces had retreated. 

At midnight of the 8th, the regiment took up the line of march 
with the division, and at 9 a.m. of the 9th had reached Pleasant 


* Casualties embodied in table, p. 260. 
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tain Boynton’s company (D) was Babee’ as our advance skirmis 
line in the woods in front, supported by Captain Randall’s compan 
(H). Captain Prince’s company (F) was deployed upon either paat 
of the ditch, 30 yards in advance of ourline. Shortly after the firing 
had become general upon our advance lines Company D came on in 
ood order, having delivered three volleys upon the enemy, and 
ormed upon the left of the battalion; Company E retiring at about 


the same time, farther to the right, was ordered by Colonel Benedict, 


commanding the brigade, to occupy the interval between the right 
of the One hundred and sixty-second and left of the One hundred 
and seventy-third New York Volunteers. These regiments, in the 
order given, formed the continuation of the brigade line upon our 
right. Immediately behind our companies of skirmishers a full 
brigade of the enemy emerged from the wood, deployed in line of 
battle, with no skirmishers advanced, and moved upon us rapid! 
and in excellent order, delivering a heavy fire as they advanced. 
Our interior line of skirmishers then opened fire and did the enemy 
considerable damage, but failed to check him. When the enem 
was within 100 yards the battalion opened fire and continued an ef- 
fective discharge until ordered to retreat. This order was not given 
until the three regiments which formed the entire right of our bri- 

ade line had broken and retreated nearly a quarter of a mile up the 

ill. At this time our flanks were almost enveloped by the enemy 
gaining the unoccupied ground upon our left and that abandoned 
on our right, and our line was strongly pressed in front. At the 
command the battalion retired in iors le order up the hill, our 
ground very much exposed and under a very heavy fire. 

Arrived at the summit of the hill, the line was partially reformed, 
and another volley delivered upon theenemy. The regiment again fell 
back toward the wood before mentioned, and on the edge of 1t made 
a final stand. Here a portion of General Smith’s force advanced to 
our support, and under our combined fire the enemy commenced to 
fall back, followed closely by our forces. In this advance the regi- 
ment became much broken; four companies formed upon the left of 
an Ohio regiment, mistaking their colors for our own ; nearly all the 
remainder advanced with our colors across the open field and drove 
the enemy beyond our first position. Here the second: line of the 
enemy emerged from the wood, and rallying their retreating forces 
made a stand for several minutes. Under our rapid fire they finally 
broke and were pursued by our forces for 2 miles. The forces of the 
enemy engaged on the 8th are estimated by their prisoners at about 
8,000; those engaged on the 9th instant are estimated by them at 


\ ction co i 


: peel Sore, re beaten. On the 9th ins 

gaged numbered about 10,000; the Thirteenth Army Corp 
valry took no part in this engagement. At midnight of th 
our forces again fell back, and on the 11th reached the Red Riv 
Grand Ecore. : me Ree et 3 
- The loss of this regiment in the engagement of the 9th instant 
was 9 killed, 58 wounded, and 29 missing. The peer in this | 
-action are nearly all ffom our companies, and are probably killed, — 
~ wounded, and prisoners. a ee 
__ In both of these actions both officers and men of the regiment © 
behaved admirably. If any deserve special praise I shall*mention — 
Capt. George W. Randall, of Company E, who, though separated — 
from the battalion by order of the brigade commander, and severely — 
wounded in the shoulder in the earlier part of the action, was last to 
E retreat, first to reform his company, and among the last to relin- 
a uish the pursuit, and with the exception of an hour given to the 
= ressing of his wound has remained with his company up to this date. 
cr I would also mention Sergt. Edmund R. Shaw, of Vassalborough, 
% the color-bearer of the regiment. _He behaved with marked coolness _ 
2 
x 


and gallantry throughout the day and_ received a severe and dan- 
gerous wound in the knee. Sergeant Shaw is likely to be perma- — 
nently disabled and deserves a commission in the Invalid Corps. 
Among the killed in the action of the 9th is First Lieut. Sumner ~ 
~ N. Stout, of Company E, a most gallant and esteemed young officer. - 
His loss is formals reported in a letter which accompanies this re- 
port. Colonel Benedict, the brigade commander, was killed in the 
action of the 9th, leaving the brigade in command of Colonel Fes- 
senden, of this regiment. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
THOS. H. HUBBARD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Thirtieth Maine Infantry. 


[Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General U, S. Army. | 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTIETH MAINE VOLUNTEERS, 

Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864. 

CAPTAIN: In pursuance to instructions and of paragraph 742, — 
Reyised Army Regulations, I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the marches performed by this regiment between April 21 
and April 26, 1864, on the route from Grand Ecore to Alexandria, 
and of its conduct in the affair of April 23 at Cane River Crossing : 
At 3p. m. of April 21, orders were received that the army would 
march at 5 o’clock, and that the Third Brigade, First Division, Nine- 
teenth Army Corps, to which this regiment is attached, would report 
for orders to General Birge. At 4.30 o’clock the regiment broke 
camp on the Pleasant Hill road; moved by the landing to the river 
road ; crossed the Cane River 1 mile below Grand Ecore, and with 
few halts marched in a southeasterly direction, down the island 
formed by the Cane and Red Rivers, 20 miles. The regiment halted 
and bivouacked at 2.30 a, m, of the 22d April with General Birge’s 


a 


4 marched was about 12 miles. 


ment of trains and troops i 
march continued in the sam 


direction as during the 


ving been received that 


E . _ [THOS. H. HUBBARD. ] 
[Capt. Jonn H. Broacn, — Sas 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade. | 


Hpgrs. THIRTIETH REGT. MAINE VETERAN VOLS., 
Alexandria, La., May 1, 1864. 

Str: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a list* of the killed, 
wounded, and missing, lost from this regiment in the battle of Cane 
River Crossing, April 23, 1864, and to submit the following report of 
the battle and of the marches which immediately preceded and fol- 
lowed it: On the 21st of April, 1864, the regiment broke camp at 
Grand Ecore, La., and reported, with the Third Brigade of General 
Emory’s First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, to General Birge. 
At 5p. m. the troops moved from Grand Ecore, General Birge’s 
command taking the advance of.the infantry. The march was con- 
tinued until 2.30.a. m. of the 22d April, when the regiment bivouacked 
20 miles southeast from Grand Ecore, and on the northeast shore of 
Cane River, which had been crossed at a point 1 mile distant from 
the camp. At 11a. m. of the 22d, the troops of General Franklin’s 
and General Smith’s commands, which had marched in the order 
mentioned, reached a point near the advance, and this regiment 
moved on. The march was continued, without obstruction from the 
enemy, until 7 p.m. This regiment, which had been deployed. on 
the flanks of the pontoon, supply, and ammunition trains, to resist 
an anticipated attack from the enemy’s cavalry, was then relieved, 
and made its bivouac at 10 p.m. The advance was then 3 miles 
south of Cloutierville, on the northeast shore of Cane River. At 6 
a.m. of the 23d, the march was resumed. At about 7 a, m. General 
Emory’s division, which led the advance, approached the crossing 
and found the enemy strongly posted on the southern bank of the 
river. Eight pieces of artillery, well supported by infantry, held 
the road, while two pieces of artillery and a strong infantry support 
held a high bluff a short distance west of the crossing, and com- 
manded the field over which our advance was to be made. To turn 
the flank of the enemy, dislodge him, and open the road for the 
movements of our army, General Birge, with his command, followed 
by a part of the Thirteenth Corps, under General Cameron, forded 
Cane River 3 miles above the crossing. This regiment formed part 


* Nominal list omitted. See summary statement near end of this report, p. 441, 


he enemy’s skirmishers in the wood across the field. A 
of ten minutes our line advanced, crossed the field without | 


tion, forded a narrow but deep and muddy bayou, changed direc % 
with the brigade line to the left, passing through a tangled under- 


- growth of reeds, vines, and thorn bushes, moved across two smal 
hills, in a southerly direction, and halted behind a hedge and a hig 


rapidly across the open field, reform lines, if necessary, under cover 
of the hill, and finally dislodge the enemy from its summit at all 
hazards. Before the fence was torn down, and while as yet two 
regiments of the brigade had not gained the designated position 
in line, an officer of General Banks’ staff (Lieutenant Beebe, as I 
am informed) ordered forward the One hundred and seventy-third 
New York Volunteers, without communicating with Colonel Fes- 
senden, and contrary.to his intentions. I immediately led my new 
regiment forward, and the One hundred and sixty-second followed, 
though compelled to face by the rear rank to commence the move- 
ment in time. 

This regiment advanced rapidly over the field and ascended the 
hill under a severe fire from the enemy. Its colors reached the sum- 
mit of the hill almost entirely unsupported by its line, inasmuch as 
the men, although they advanced without the slightest hesitation, - 
and at a run, were impeded by the weight of their knapsacks and by 
the fences mentioned before. The colors of the One hundred and 
sixty-second New York Volunteers reached the summit of the hill 


almost simultaneously with those of this regiment. The enemy 4 
inflicted a severe loss upon our lines during the entire advance, but d 
did not make an obstinate resistance, as expected, upon the hill. } 

The conduct of this regiment, as well as of the entire Third Bri- ‘ 


gade, was all that could be wished, yet the harmony of the attack 
and the designs of Colonel Fessenden were so far frustrated by 
the untimely excitement and officious interference of the staff 
officer before mentioned as to hazard the success of the entire 
enterprise. The troops were so much seattered from the same cause 
that a halt of twenty minutes was necessary in order to reform the 
lines upon the hill. This delay enabled the enemy to take a second 
position upon a hillhalf a mile in our advance. After reforming, 
this regiment moved forward with the brigade, now under command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Blanchard, of the One hundred and sixty- 
second New York Volunteers, Colonel Fessenden haying been 


ne 


- 


ie throu 


open field, 


> enemy, charged up 


~ 


were 


_ men missing. ; 


The conduct of officers and men cannot be too araty praised. 


: es formed, advanced, and carried an almost impregnable position 
she 


ee numbers, and this under a severe and well-directed 
fire. The loss of the enemy was much less than the loss of our 
troops. So many were conspicuously brave that the mention of 
their names would form too long a list. 

During the night of the 23d, is bridge was laid and trains brought 
over the river. Onthe 24th, at 11 a. m., the Thirtieth Regiment 
moved up the Alexandria road, marched 22 miles, and encamped 
at 9 p. m. on Bayou Rapides, south of Cotile. At 5.30 a.m. of the 
25th April the regiment broke camp, reported with its brigade to 
General Emory’s division, and marched 20 miles to Alexandria. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. H. HUBBARD, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Thirtieth Maine Infantry. 


Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTIETH MAINE VOLUNTEERS, 
Alexandria, La., May 6, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders received at midnight, May 4, the 
Thirtieth Maine Volunteers, with two wagons and two days’ rations, 
was on board the transport Rob Roy at 5 minutes before 6 a, m. of 
the 5thinstant. The boat was aground at her berth and an hour anda 
half was lost in getting her into the stream, although I putehalf the 
regiment on shore to lighten. At 7.30 a.m. got underway. Passed 
General Nickerson’s brigade 3 miles down the river, and 1 mile far- 
ther met the gun-boat Saint Clair, which was to convoy the trans- 
port. The two boats then proceeded down the river, made landing 
at two places and searched for forage, but found none until we 
reached Mr. Osborne’s plantation, some 17 miles below Alexandria ; 
here the teams were put on shore, guards stationed, and the men put 
at work on the teams. General Nickerson’s brigade overtook us at 
this place, and, having halted a few moments, went farther down 
accompanied by the gun-boat. I remained at Osborne’s from noon 
until 5 p. m.; took twelye wagon loads of corn and six of corn fod- 
der, Two squadrons of cavalry from General Smith’s forces came 
down and fed their horses here. At 5 p. m. moved a mile farther 
down the river, taking the regiment and the teams down by land to 
the plantations of D. A. Smith and of Mr. Compton. At Smith's 
plantation a large quantity of corn and fodder was found ; worked 
my teams until dark. About dusk General Nickerson’s boats, ac- 
companied by the gun-boat, came up theriver and lay off the shore just 


‘siderably exhausted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Paes oy 
THOS. H. HUBBARD, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Thirtieth Maine Volunteers, 
Capt. Joun H. Broacn, 
Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade. 


1 


No. 7%. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Frank S. Nickerson, U. S. Army, command- 
ing First Brigade, Second Division, of engagement.at David's 


Ferry, with ratinerary of the brigade, April 15-May 22. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., SEconD Div., 19TH ARMy CoRPs, 
Wilson’s Plantation, May 5, 1864. 
Magor: No trouble at Wilson’s (Smith’s we have burned all); but 
below the John Warner and two gun-boats were captured this morn- 
ing at 8. All the force has been concentrated below at Dunn’s 
Bayou, where from the best report from prisoners captured (several), 


negroe8, &c., they have eight guns, 800 men, with Polignac’s (for-— 


merly Mouton’s) division at Paul’s Stores. It is now 7 o’clock after- 
noon. I shall proceed no farther to-night. I sent back dispatches, 
and request 2,000 more men. With them I will clear the river. 
The gun-boats can afford us no assistance, as the river is so low that 
they can hurt no one. Prisoners say that not a man has been 


wounded by them. Infantry must land in the rear of their batteries, - 


T landed 2 miles above at: Wilson’s with the infantry, and found no 
opposition at Wilson’s. What Isay about Dunn’s is correct, I think. 
ore me the force. I will send it back in two days. Send it to- 

night. 
= Respectfully, your obedient servant,, 
F. S. NICKERSON, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. W. HorrMan, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P.S.—If you think best to send more artillery, do so. I shall 
save the infantry, I don’t know about the artillery. 


Pea 


wah,» 


_ New York) embarked on steamer Chouteau for Alexandria. 
April 18.—Arrived at Alexandria; encamped in rear of town, 


_ May 4.—The brigade was ordered to embark on steamers and pro- 
ceed to and occupy Fort De Russy, stopping at Wilson’s farm and 
driving the enemy from it. 

May 5.—Arrived at Wilson’s; found the enemy in force. 

May 6.—In the morning received dispatches from headquarters 
Department of the Gulf ordering an immediate return. Arrived in 
Alexandria at 2 p.m. and encamped. 

May 11.—Broke camp; advance of army. 

May 16.—In line of battle during theday. Artillery duel at Man- 
sura, but no general engagement. 

May 22.—Arrived at Morganza, where we are now encamped. 


No. 78. 


Report of Col. William H. Dickey, Eighty-fourth U. S. Colored 
Troops, commanding First Brigade, First Division, Corps 
Wd Afrique, of action near. Moreawville. 


Hpagrs. 1st Bria., 1st Div., U. 8. Inry. (COLORED), 
Morganza, La., May 27, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 17th of May, while 
marching on the Bayou De Glaize road, 5 miles beyond Simsport, the 
enemy appeared, about 300 strong, coming from the wood to the 
right of th road, a little in advance of my position in the general 
column, and immediately advanced across the fields, firing on the 
train. I had just previously deployed a battalion as skirmishers, 
and it was then marching by the flank near the edge of the wood 
and in front of the rebel line. This regiment attacked the enemy 
vigorously, drove him from the field, and pursued some distance. 
Our loss was 2 killed, 8 wounded, and 2 missing. The enemy left 9 
dead on the field. The rebel troops were mounted. No damage was 
done the train, except, perhaps, the slight wounding of a few horses 
and mules. The battohion of my command engaged behaved with 
the utmost coolness, and deliyered its fire with excellent effect. 
No one who witnessed their conduct on this occasion can doubt that 
it is perfectly safe to trust colored troops in action, and depend upon 
their doing their full share of fighting. ‘This report has been de- 
layed by the failure of Lieutenant-Colonel Chadwick, the officer 
commanding the regiment engaged, to forward his report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
WM. H. DICKEY, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


SPS a AS 


Capt. FREDERIC SPEED, , _ 
Assistant Adjutant-General, near Morganza. 


*From returns for April and May, 


---s- Hpars. NINETY-SEcOND U. 8. CoLORED TROOPS, 
Faas pote Soca < ~ . Morganza, La., June 13,1 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 17th o! 
while acting as a part of the convoy to the trains of the recent R 
River expedition on their passagé from Mansura to Yellow Bay 
near Simsport, this regiment was ordered out as flankers and ski 
mishers. Soon after entering the woods the enemy was discoverec 
in some-force, and was at once engaged. Skirmishing with them 
continued for an hour and a half, which resulted in their being forced 
back, and a safe passage to the trains guaranteed. This was the first 
- time this regiment; as a whole, had been engaged with the enemy, 

and I must say that their conduct was as good as that of any new _ 
__ troops. There were instances of cool courage and determined bray- 
ery which would compare with the conduct on the battle-field of any 
__veteran. Antoine Davis, acting first sergeant of Company EH, was . 
shot in the head, left breast, and groin by the same weapon, a pistol, 
in the hands of a rebel cavalryman, but could not be moved from ~ 
his ground until the shot in the groin laid him upon the earth. He 
received the enemy’s fire with the muzzle of the pistol resting against — 
his left breast. I regret to be obliged to report his death in hospital 
at New Orleans on the night of the 22d instant. The regiment was 
and is now armed with the Springfield smooth-bore musket, of 
very inferior and defective quality, many of them becoming useless 
at the first fire. 

Nine of the enemy are known to have been killed. The casualties 
in this command are as“follows, viz: Killed, 2; wounded, 4; miss- 
ing, 6; total, 12. 

I have the honor to be, general, your very obedient servant, 
. O. C. CHADWICK, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Ninety-second U. 8. Colored Infantry. 


Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General U.S. Army. 


No. 80. 


Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Department of the Gulf, March - 
10-May 26.* 


The First, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Brigades, Second Massachu- 
setts Battery, and Battery G, Fifth U. S. Artillery, were concen- 
trated at Franklin, La., by the 10th instant. 

. March 14.—This force, Brig. Gen. A. L. Lee commanding, left 
Franklin for Alexandria via New Iberia, Opelousas, Washington, 
and Cheneyville,.and arrived near Alexandria on the 19th, having 
captured a few stragglers, but encountered no force of the enemy. 
At Alexandria was General A. J. Smith’s infantry command. 


* From returns for March, April, and May. 
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= March 25.— e march was continued to Monett’s Ferry, on Cane - 
River, where the time was occupied until noon of the 30th building 


a bridge. Small squads of the enemy were encountered at this 
point, and there was some slight skirmishing. The bridge being 


- completed, the division again moved forward to a short distance 


above Cloutierville, where another crossing of Cane River was made. 
Small parties of rebels retired before the advance, skirmishing to 
this point, and losing 2 or 3 killed and some wounded. 

March 31.—The command moved forward at an early hour, and 
met with no resistance until about 1 p. m., when a small force of 
rebels was encountered about 6 miles from Natchitoches. Therebels, 
1,000 strong, with four pieces of artillery, were driven rapidly 
through the town, losing several killed and wounded and 35 pris- 
oners. 

April 1.—The First Brigade, Col. T. J. Lucas commanding, ad- 
vanced to White’s Store, 12 miles from Natchitoches, on the Shreve- 
port road, 

April 2.—The First, Third, and Fourth Brigades, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Lee commanding, made a reconnaissance to Crump’s Hill, where 
the rebels were encountered and defeated by the First and Fourth 
Brigades. Their force consisted of about 2,000 men, with six pieces 
of artillery. One officer and 28 men were captured and a number 
killed and wounded. 

April 3.—The enemy were pressed on the Pleasant Hill road, but 
showed strong force. The division then, pursuant to orders, returned 
to White’s Store and Natchitoches. 

April 4.—A portion of the Fifth Brigade made a reconnaissance to 
Campti; engaged a superior force of the enemy, who were compelled 
to retire after a sharp fight. 

April 6.—The division moved from Natchitoches, in advance of 
the army under Major-General Banks, to Crump’s Hill. 

April 7.—The march continued. The Third Brigade, Col. H. 
Robinson commanding, having the advance, engaged 3,000 of Green’s 
mounted Texans at Wilson’s farm, 3 miles from Pleasant Hill, but 
was unable to dislodge them and was forced to retire some distance. 


- Three regiments of the First Brigade, under Colonel Lucas, moved 


to their support, charged, and drove the rebels from their position 
with Bene tosh, They retired to Carroll’s Mill, where they received 
heavy re-enforcements, and were so strongly posted that it was found 
impossible to dislodge them with the force at hand. 

April 8.—Colonel Landram arrived at daylight with a brigade of 
infantry to assist in the advance. A strong resistance was made, 
but the enemy was soon compelled to retire to Sabine Cross-Roads, 
where the forces of Generals Green, Polignac, Mouton, and Dick 


came 


eenth Army Corps. 
of the forces made to 
‘was some distance in 
v 


they succeeded in breaking the infantry and a portion of the cava 
line and driving them in confusion from the field. The First, Thirc 
and a part of the Fourth Brigades (cavalry) covering the retrea 
~ contested every foot of the ground. The Nineteenth Army Corps 
“was met 3 miles from the field and the enemy was checked. During 
_ the night the cavalry retired to Pleasant Hill, having sustained a 
-_ Joss of about one-fifth of the number engaged, 6 guns of the Second ~ 
Massachusetts Battery, 2 guns of Battery G, Fifth U.S. Artillery, — 
- and 2 guns of the Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery, 156 wagons, ~ 
about 800 mules, together with all the books and records of the 
-_ division and of the First and Fourth Brigades. The Fifth Brigade 
__was not engaged in this battle. a 
) April 9.—Detachments of 500 men each from the First and Fifth 
; Brigades, under Colonel Lucas, :participated in the engagement at 
Pleasant Hill. The remainder of the division, under General Lee, - - 
serving as escort to the train of wagons and ambulances, moved. 
_ back to White’s Store, and thence on the 10th to Grand Ecore, where 
% the entire army arrived on the 11th and 12th. Skirmishing was of 
daily occurrence until the 21st, when the march was resumed. 

April 22.—The First and Third Brigades skirmished with the 
enemy on the flank and rear of the army. 

April 23.—It was ascertained that the enemy was strongly posted 
on the bluff at Monett’s Ferry, on Cane River, a short diststes in 
advance, while a heavy force threatened the rear. General Arnold, 
with the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Brigades, supported by a detach- 
ment of the Nineteenth Army Corps, was updaroll to attack and dis- 
lodge the force in front, Colonel Lucas, with the First Brigade, ' 
having reported to General A. J. Smith for duty in therear. FWight- 
ing commenced in front and rear about daylight and continued until 
4p. m., when the enemy in front was routed and those in the rear 

| defeated and driven back, and the army began to cross Cane River. 

April 24.—The enemy again attacked Colonel Lucas, and were 
promptly met and repulsed. The entire army then crossed the river 
in safety and the march was continued to Henderson’s Hill. 

April 25.—The command encamped near Alexandria. 

April 26 and 27.—The rebels approached the picket-lines and there 
was some skirmishing. 

April 28.—An attack was made on the First Brigade, Colonel 
Lucas commanding, which was repulsed with some loss. 

April 29 and 30.—There was some skirmishing along the line held 
by the Third and Fourth Brigades. 

The division in the field, Brigadier-General Arnold commanding, 
was stationed at and near Alexandria, La., on outpost duty, and was 
engaged in skirmishes with the enemy almost every day until the 
13th [May], at which time Alexandria was evacuated and the army 
moved down the Red River. 

May 14.—The First Brigade, being in advance, encountered: a 
small force of rebels and drove them back with some loss from Wil- 
son’s Landing. 
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rear, where the Fourth and Fifth Brigades, supported by a detach- 
ment of the Thirteenth Army Corps, was stationed. The rebels 
opened with artillery on the Fifth Brigade near Marksville, but 
soon retired toward Cheneyville. — ~ oan BT” 
_ May 17.—The rebels attacked the Fourth Brigade near Moreau- 
ville, and heavy skirmishing continued throughout the day, in which 
the Fourth and Fifth Brigades lost several men killed, wounded, and 
missing. The First and Third Brigades having arrived at Sims- 
port, the Fourth and Fifth encamped near Yellow Bayou. 
May 18.—The rebels threatened the rear guard, when Brig. Gen. 
A. J. Smith, with detachments from the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 


_ Army Corps and the Fourth Cavairy Brigade, moved out to meet 
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them. A desperate fight ensued, in which the rebels were defeated, 


' the cavalry behaving with great gallantry and losing heavily. 


May 19.—The trains crossed the Atchafalaya. | 

May 20.—The command marched for Morganza, where it arrived 
on the 21st. 

May 24.—The Third and Fourth Brigades, and Battery F, First 
U. S. Artillery, were assigned to the Nineteenth Army Corps as 
cavalry forces Nineteenth Army Ores Col. Edmund J. Davis, 
First Texas Cavalry, was assigned to the command. 

May 26.—General Arnold, with the First and Fifth Brigades, and 
Battery G, Fifth U. 8S. Artillery, marched via Waterloo and Plaque- 
mine to Donaldsonville, La., arriving on the 30th. The command 
went into camp, while General Arnold and staff proceeded to New 
Orleans by water. 


No. 81. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Albert L. Lee, U. S. Army, commanding Cav- 
alry Division, of operations Apri 4-13. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Natchitoches, April 4, 1864. 
GENERAL: A deserter from the Sixteenth Texas has just been sent 
me from the front. He speaks freely, and reports that on the even- 
ing of the 2d, Walker’s and Mouton’s divisions were at Pieasant Hill. 
Mouton’s division consisted of two brigades—Mouton’s and Polig- 
nac’s; Walker’s division of four brigades—Scurry’s, Randal’s, 
Hawes’, and one other whose commander he cannot name ; that these 
brigadés consist of about four regiments- each; that his brigade 
eourey #) has four regiments, Fitzhugh’s, Allen’s, Waterhouse’s, and 
lournoy’s ; each regiment has about 300 men for duty ; that after I 
had driven their cavalry from Crump’s Hill, on the evening of the 
2d instant, Mouton’s brigade’and Scurry’s were advanced at mid- 
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Hpers. CAVALRY Div., DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Natchitoches, La., April 5, 1864. 


Magor: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders ~ 
from Maj. Gen. W. B. Franklin, commanding U.S. forces near Nat- 
chitoches, on the morning of the 2d instant I moved from this place a 

__ with the First, Third, and Fourth Brigades of the Cavalry Division — 
> onthe Shreveport road. Twelve miies from this point, at a bridge ~ 
just. below White's Store, near where my own advance pickets were 
stationed, the enemy’s pickets were encountered. They were driven | 
rapidly, but were strongly re-enforced, and at Crump’s plantation 
retired behind a strongly posted body of their force. At this place 
55 the road forks, in one direction ee to Many, in the other to 
: Pleasant Hill. The country, before this heavily wooded, here shows 
an open field about a half mile square. On each road were planted — 
three pieces of artillery, which opened on our advance as it appeared. 
The First Brigade, Col. T. J. Lucas commanding, led our column. 
The Fourteenth New York Cavalry, in advance, charged with sabers 
a body of the enemy, driving them in disorder, and capturing sev- 
eral prisoners. The Sixteenth Indiana and Second Louisiana 
Mounted Infantry were immediately dismounted and thrown for- 
ward as skirmishers, and a section of Rawles’ battery (G, Fifth U. ; 
S. Light Artillery) placed in position, supported by a battalion of the 
Sixth Missouri Cavalry. hile placing the section in battery, a : 
regiment of the enemy’s cavalry charged it in column, approaching 
within 20 yards, when they were received by a discharge of canister 
and a charge by the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, before which they fled 
in confusion. The fork of the road was now gained, but the wood 
beyond was filled with dismounted skirmishers. An advance was 
made by our force and the rebels were slowly driven from the shelter 
of trees and ravines. The Fourth Brigade, Colonel Dudley com- 
manding, joined in this skirmishing, ap did good service. At 6 p. 
m. the First Brigade had gained 4 miles on the Many road, and was 
ordered to bivouac. The Fourth Brigade rested:at a point 3 miles 
from the fork. on the Pleasant Hill road; the Third Brigade at the 
fork. Positive information was gained that Walker’s and Mouton’s 
infantry divisions were in camp at Pleasant Hill, 8 miles distant. 

At daylight the enemy was pressed on the Pleasant Hill road, 
but showed strong force, Under my orders it was only left me to 
withdraw my force, which retired slowly to the White Store, 12 
miles from this place, where are still encamped two brigades, the 
Third retiring to this place. 
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I have the honor to be, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EE, 
i Brigadier- General. 
Maj. GEorGE B. DRAKE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Grand Heore, April 12, 1864. 
| GevyerAu: I have the left in very good shape except that if we 
_ should make a fight here considerable timber should be cut.. I have 
no axes, and if preparation is desirable would request a detail of 100 
of the colored engineers with axes, for labor to-morrow. 


- Iam, respectfully, yours, 
F : A. L. LEE, 
€ Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 
Brigadier-General STONE, . 
; Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

Masor: Regarding the part taken by the Cavalry Division in the 
events of the last few days, I have the honor to report that on 
the 6th instant, in pursuance of orders from Major-General Frank- 
lin, to whom I was ordered to report, I moved my force, consisting 
of the First, Third, and Fourth Brigades, from Natchitoches, on the 
road toward Shreveport, as the advance of the army. No enemy 
was.seen this day. My camp was at Crump’s Corners, 23 miles from 
Natchitoches. 
al ss * Not found. 
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First Louisiana Fenty Soyer: 
Mounted Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs, constituting th 
~~ vance of the division, moved up the road toward Mansfield, and at 

‘Wilson’s farm, 3 miles distant from Pleasant Hill, encountered t 
~~ enemy in considerable force posted in the timber on the hill beyon 
a clearing, with their left protected by a ravine; a lesser ‘hill, one- 
~ fourth mile in the enemy’s front, was immediately occupied by us. — 
_ The Kighty-seventh Illinois was at once dismounted and de loyed to 
the right, the First Louisiana taking position on the left anc 
reserve. Soon, however, the entire brigade was dismounted anc 
moved to the front. A section of the howitzer battery, Sixth Mis- 
souri Cavalry, was put in position on the crést of the hill, and — 
S opened fire on the enemy. In the mean time the firing was hea 
a on both sides and the resistance of the enemy so decided that the — 
ae First Brigade, Colonel Lucas, was hastened to Colonel Robinson’s — 
support. Just before it moved to take position, the enemy charged — 
ms with great impetuosity our front and right flank, driving the Third — 
* Brigade about 100 yards, but the First Brigade, advancing imme- — 
diately dismounted, united with the Third Brigade, and im etuously 
a! charging the enemy drove them in turn, breaking their lines and 
7 dislodging them from their original position. A pursuit was ordered 
and continued until near night-fall, the rebels being driven to Carroll’s — 
Mill, 10 miles beyond Pleasant Hill. Atthis point they opened upon 
us with four pieces of artillery, and were so strongly posted on the 
_ opposite side of a bayou or creek that it was impossible to dislodge © 
them at the time ane with the force we had. The division held this 
point and bivouacked on the field. 

In the action at Wilson’s farm we captured 23 prisoners, and killed 
and wounded a large number of the enemy. 

Herewith I transmit schedule, marked A,* giving full lists of 
casualties in the command, showing a total of 11 enlisted men 
killed, 3 officers and 39 enlisted men wounded, and 9 enlisted men 
missing. 

I also transmit, marked B, a sketch+ of the field and position of 
troops. From prisoners it was ascertained that the enemy had on 
the ground six regiments, in number about 3,000 men, a portion of 
Green’s mounted force of Texans. The character of ground over 
which we fought was the thick pine woods of this region, and for- 

bade the use of mounted men. In the action at Wilson’s farm both 
officers and men behaved well, and had not the ammunition of a large 
proportion of the Highty-seventh Illinois been entirely exhausted, 
the enemy could not even temporarily have driven them from their 
ground. 

On the morning of the 8th, a brigade of the Fourth Division, Thir- 
teenth Army Corps, Colonel Landram commanding, was reported 
to me to assist in the advance. The First Brigade of my division 
Col. T. J. Lucas commanding, was placed in the advance, and | 
shortly after sunrise the command moved on the enemy. His resist- 
ance was strong, but he was quickly driven from his position. The 
advance continued steadily, but slowly, a regiment of the First 
Brigade, dismounted, moving as skirmishers before two regiments 
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* Nominal list of casualties omitted. 
+ Not found as an inclosure; but see p. 226, 


fantry advancing in line. About 1 p.m. we had advanced 5 — 
miles from our camp of the night previous, and were distant 4 or 5 
miles from Mansfield, when a heavy force of the enemy appeared in 
our front and on our right flank. At about this time General Ran- . 
som appeared on the ground with the Second Brigade of the Fourth ‘ 
Division, Thirteenth Army Corps, to relieve the First Brigade from MZ 
its duty with the cavalry advance. Immediately in our front was a om 
large clearing on the slope of a hill, over which was the course of 
the road. But little resistance was offered to our advance to the 
crest of this hill, and we were soon in position. Two regiments of 
the Fourth Brigade Cavalry, Colonel Dudley commanding, the Third 
and Sixth Massachusetts Cavalry,* were placed on the left flank, 
_ deployed in the woods. The ne) Geet ew Hampshire Cavalry, 

of the same brigade, was deployed on the right flank. The Second 
Ulinois Cavalry formed a half mile in rear of the first lines. Nims’ 
battery of horse artillery, rifled 6-pounders, was placed in position 
on the crest of the hill in and to the right and lott of the road. A 
section of the Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery was placed on the left 
of Nims’, A neta of infantry was placed in the front, one regi- 
ment to the left of Nims’ battery, the others to the right. A second 
brigade.of infantry was placed on our Beh flank, facing the enemy, 
who appeared in that direction. The First Brigade Cavalry, Col. 
T. J. Lucas commanding, was placed on the extreme right of the 
: line and fought dismounted. With this brigade was a section of 
: 


the Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery. The Third Cavalry Brigade 
was in rear, escorting the train of the division, which was. moving 
_ behind. 
- Meanwhile, and shortly after occupying the ground, the major- 
- general commanding had, with his staff, arrived upon the field and 
assumed the general direction of affairs. Brigadier-General Stone, 
chief of staff, had ridden with the advance since an early hour in the 
morning. 

The pboye dispositions being made, our force was stationary for 
about two hours, slight skirmishing, however, continuing on the 
flanks. The enemy meanwhile could be observed to shift the 
position of strong columns, using for such purpose roads crossing 
the Mansfield road and passing not distant from our right. About 
4 p.m. he made a general advance all along our lines in strong 
force, and though an obstinate resistance was made, our lines were 
forced back to the wood at the foot of the hill. In the attack on the 
front Nims’ battery did most excellent service, repelling three suc- 
cessive charges of the enemy. Twenty minutes after the action 
opened the battery was ordered to retire, the infantry support having 
already given way in confusion. Three pieces were taken to the 
rear in good ee three pieces were left on the field, it being 
impossible to remove them, the horses being disabled. The section 
of Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery retired in good order. The 
First Brigade meanwhile was doing splendid service as infantry on 
the right flank, being the last to retire. A section of Battery G, 
Fifth U. §. Artillery, Lieutenant Rawles commanding, had been 
placed in position on the right flank and acted with the First Brigade; 
also a section of the Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery. On falling 
back, lines were formed at the line of woods, assisted by small in- 
fantry re-enforcements. The retreat was soon extended, troops falling 
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captured by the enemy 156 wagons and about 900 mules of the Cav- 
alry Division. Here the Third Brigade, Colonel Robinson com- 
manding, did good service in checking the enemy, Colonel Robin- 
gon being himself seriously wounded. The detachment of the Nine- 
teenth Army Corps was soon met, deployed across the road, and 


my troops, with others, formed behind it. The enemy’s advance — 
was checked, and during the night the entire force fell back to — 


Pleasant Hill. per ons 
On. this day the First Brigade, Colonel Lucas commanding, lost, 


killed, 11; wounded, 57; missing, 83; total loss, 151. The Fourth — 
Brigade, Colonel Dudley commanding, lost, killed, 17; wounded, 143; ~ 


missing, 52; total loss, 212. Two companies only of the Fifth Bri- ~~ 


gade were engaged in this action—Companies K and D, Kighteenth 
New York Cavalry, Capt. William Davis commanding. Having 


_ been detailed as escort to General Ransom, they were left without ‘g 


orders and reported to Colonel Lucas, of First Brigade, who assigned 
them to duty. They acquitted themselves well. Their loss was, 
killed, 2; wounded, 9; missing, 2; total loss, 13. The Third Bri- 
gade, Colonel Robinson commanding, lost, killed, 2; wounded, 10; 
missing, 7; total loss, 19. _ Nims’ battery lost, killed, 2; wounded, 
18; total loss, 20. Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery lost, wounded, 
3. Rawles’ battery (Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artillery) lost, killed, 
5; wounded, 10; total loss, 15 men. 

April 9, detachments of 500 men each from First and Fifth Brigades. 
were ordered to report to General Franklin. Colonel Lucas, command- 
ing First Brigade, was detached with Sixteenth Indiana Mounted 
Infantry, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, and Fourteenth New York Cay- 
alry. They participated in the battle at Pleasant Hill, as did the 
detachment of Fifth Brigade. The Sixteenth Indiana, in a charge 
on the left (dismounted), captured the flag of the First Texas Cavalry 
and many of their led horses. The loss of the First Brigade on the 
9th was, killed, 1; wounded, 4; total loss, 5. The detachment 
Fifth Brigade lost in wounded, 21 men; in missing, 2 men; total 
loss, 23. With the remainder of the division and General Cameron’s 
detachment of Thirteenth Army Corps I was ordered to escort the 
army trains to Grand KEcore, which was successfully done, arriving 


at this place on the evening of the 10th instant. During the period - 


covered in this report the total known loss of the Cavalry Division 
was, killed, officers and men, 51; wounded, officers and’ men, 317; 
missing, officers and men, 155; total known loss, 523. Added to this 
a detachment of Fourteenth New York Cavalry of 50 men, Captain 


Andres commanding, was sent at midnight on the 9th instant by « 


General Banks to communicate with the fleet on Red River, and have 
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en., Department of the Gulf. 
_-—— — CHEADQUARTERS CAVALRY. DIVISION, . 
. ire page _ April 14, 1864—8 p. m. ~ 
_ GENERAL: I send you a prisoner, taken y Fifth Brigade detach- 
“ment, which accompanied General Smith above on the river. He 
displays much intelligence and gives information of great impor- 
tance if it betrue. He is a thorough rebel, however. ie states that 
he left Shreveport on Friday to report to Liddell for scouting. That 
day news came that Steele had destroyed Government works at Wash- 
‘ington, but while doing it Price had cut off his train and some artil- a 
ery he had left in rear. Steele was now falling back. "Washington “at 
is 100 miles from Shreveport. General Green, with two brigades of Z 
cavalry, came to the river on this side and, dismounting his men, ; 
attacked the gun-boats. His men were exposed in an open field and 
suffered much from, our shells. Green gave an order to retire, and 
as he was mounting his horse a shell burst and took off the top of 
his head. This man was 3 miles from the spot, saw friends who had 
' seen Green’s body, which was to be carried back for burial. In his 
» judgment the enemy will not attack us when we are near our gun- 
ats. General Churchill’s brigade of Price’s army was at Mans- 4 
field, and some of Marmaduke’s cavalry. Price was at Washington, 
- Isend the man to you, 
Yours, respectfully, 


A. L. LEE, 
Brigadier-General. 
General FRANKLIN. ‘ 


OFFICE CHIEF OF CAVALRY, DEPT. OF THE GULF, 
New Orleans, April 29, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to forward to the major-general com- 
manding the following amended report of the part taken by the 
Cavalry Division in the march of our forces from Natchitoches 
on the 6th instant and the events of the succeeding days, my former 
report, from the necessary haste of preparation, not setting forth 
so fully as may be desirable the various orders which I received 
and which governed the action of the division. I-would therefore 
report that on the 6th instant, in pursuance of orders from Major- 
General Franklin, to whom I was ordered to report, 1 moved my 
force, consisting of the First, Third, and Fourth Brigades of the 
Cavalry Division, with Nims’ (Second Massachusetts) battery of 
horse artillery, six guns ; Rawles’ (Company G, Fifth U.5. Artillery) 
battery horse artillery, four guns; a battery of four mountain howit- 
gers, manned by a company of Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Capt. H. H. 
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- First Louisiana Cavalry, Major Badger, and Highty-seventh Illinois 


‘Wilson’s farm, 3 miles distant from Pleasant Hill, encountered the 


- the enemy so decided that the First Brigade, Colonel Lucas, was- 
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tion and camp equipage. No enemy was seen that day. My cam 
at night was rt ee Corners, 23 miles from Natchitoches. O 
the 7th the division moved to and through Pleasant Hill, drivir 
some 200 of the enemy’s cavalry before them. About 12 m, 
Third Brigade, Colonel Robinson commanding, conrposed of 


Mounted Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs, constituting the ad 
vance of the division, moved up the road toward Mansfield, and a 


enemy in considerable force posted in the timber'on a hill beyond a ~ 
clearing, with their left protected by a ravine. A lesser hill one- - 
fourth mile in the enemy’s front was immediately occupied by us. 4 
The Highty-seventh Illinois was at once dismounted and deployed ~ 
to the right, the First Louisiana taking position on the left and in a 
reserve. Soon, however, the entire brigade was dismounted and S 
moved to the front. A section of the howitzer battery, Sixth Mis- 
souri Cavalry, and a section of Rawles’. battery, were put in posi- 


tion on the crest of the hill, and opened fire on the.enemy. In the 
mean time the firing was heavy on both sides and the resistance of — 


hastened to Colonel Robinson’s support. Just before it moved to ~ 
take position the enemy charged with great impetuosity our front 
and right flank, driving the Third Brigade about 100 yards and 
forcing our artillery to retire; but the First Brigade, advancing im- 
mediately (dismounted), united with the Third Brigade, and impetu- 
ously charging the enemy, drove them in turn, breaking their line — 
and dislodging them from their original position. During the — 
action I sent a staff officer to General Franklin, informing him that — 
the enemy were in force in my front, and suggesting that a brigade 
of infantry should be moved near me for a support in case of need. 
General Franklin was found at Pleasant Hil and sent forward a — 
brigade of infantry, but before reaching me, the heavy firing hav- — 
ing ceased, it was withdrawn to Pleasant Hill. At 2p. m.I sent to — 
General Franklin the following dispatch : : 
APRIL 7, 1864—2 p. m. : 
General FRANKLIN : 7 


The enemy drove us with considerable lost in killed and wounded. We have 
driven them in turn and regained our ground and firing has ceased. I shall ad- 
vance a little cautiously. 

Yours, respectfully, 
A. L. LEE, 
Brigadier-General. 


A pursuit was ordered and the enemy driven, though resisting 
stubbornly at every favorable point. About 5 p. m. I received the’ 
following dispatch from General Franklin’s adjutant : 


Hpgrs, U. S. Forces WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
Pleasant Hill, April '7, 1864. 
GENERAL : The general commanding has received your dispatch of 2 p.m. A 
brigade of infantry went to the front, but the firing having ceased it was with- 


a : 
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your whole train, im order 9 giv BS Om Die tonight 


“WICKHAM HOFFMAN,  —— 
: E ; y __ Assistant Adjutant-General. 
I was at this time about 6 miles from Pleasant Hill, and continued 
my advance till near night-fall, the rebels being driven to Carroll’s 
‘Mill, 10 miles beyond Pleasant Hill. At this point they opened 
upon us with four aoe of artillery, and were so strongly posted on 


the oe side of a bayou or creek that it was impossible to dis- 
lodge them at the time and with the force we had. 


_ The division held this point and bivouacked on the field. In the 
action at Wilson’s farm we captured 23 prisoners and killed and 
wounded a large number of the enemy. I have heretofore trans- 
mitted list of casualties, showing from our force a total of 11 enlisted 
men killed, 3 officers and 39 enlisted men wounded, and 9 enlisted 
men missing. I herewith transmit, marked A,* a sketch of the 
field and position of troops. 
From prisoners it was ascertained that the enemy had engaged six 
regiments, in number about 3,000 men, a portion of Green’s mounted 
force of Texans. The character of ground over which we fought 
was the thick pine woods of this region, and forbade the use of 
mounted men. So thick and impenetrable was the growth of wood 
near our camp of that night that it was necessary to allow a large 
portion of my train to remain in the road. It was so left, the wag- 
ons faced to the rear. 
In the action at Wilson’s farm both officers and men behaved well, 
_ and had not the ammunition of a large proportion of the Highty- 
- seventh been entirely exhausted the sae could not even tempo- 
rarily have driven them from this ground. At 9 p.m. I sent the 
following dispatch to General Franklin, then at Pleasant Hill : 


AxBout 8 MILES FROM PLEASANT HILL, 
April 7, 1864—9 p. m. 

GENERAL: I am camped with most of my force along the road near this point ; 
Fourth Brigade is camped on the battle-ground ofto-day. At sundown the enemy 
was just in our advance, in strong position, with four pieces of artillery, which 
vhey used freely. We suffered here somewhat. Iam simply holding the ground. 
I deem it much more expensive to life to fight the enemy in this immediate country 
with dismounted and, necessarily, somewhat confused cavalry than with infantry. 
I had intended visiting you to-night, but think I had better not leave. I will, how- 
ever, with an entire deference to what may be your own judgment, suggest that a 
brigade of infantry be ordered to the front at an early hour to-morrow morning, to 
act with me in the conduct of the advance. If a resistance should be obstinate I 
should like to leave my train with the advance of infantry. I shall have my com- 
mand ready to move at daylight. I find here almost no water. 

I am, general, respectfully, yours, 


EE eae, 


A. L. LEE, 
Brigadier-General. 


During the latter part of the night I received the following reply: 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. Forces, &c., 
April 7, 1864—12.30 a. m. 
GENERAL : General Franklin is in receipt of your dispatch. He directs me to 
say that General Banks is here, and by his order a brigade of infantry will move to 
your ll at3a.m, The orderly is detained to act as guide to this brigade, 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully : 3 
Si DAVID LYON, 


Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


*Not found as an inclosure ; but see p, 226, 
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The following report was sent to General Franklin: ~~ 


Five MILES FROM MANSFIELD, April 8, 1864—11.45 a. m. 
Major-General FRANKLIN : = : 
The enemy have thus far disputed our progress at every favorable position. We — 
suffer in killed and wounded, but advance steadily. Lieutenant-Colonel Webb, 
Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry, was just killed. Two or three other officers are 
killed and several SS 
Yours, respectf : 
Spee ee 3 Pee wea: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 


eat) 


The disposition of my force on the march had placed the First — 
Brigade Cavalry, Colonel Lucas commanding, in connection with | 
the infantry brigade, in the front; Fourth Brigade Cavalry, Colonel 
Dudley commanding, followed, two regiments in column in the road, ~ 
: and a regiment covering either flank. The Third Brigade, Colonel ‘~ 
Robinson commanding, was next in column, in charge of the entire 
train and such artillery as was not engaged in front, This brigade 
with the train was often halted by my order in case of heavy skirmish- 
ing, and again moved forward on a stretch of country being gained. — 
It is perhaps not out of place to state that Brigadier-General Stone, —— 
chief of staff, was riding with me in front during almost the entire 
march of this day, About 12 m. we had advanced 5 miles from our _ 
camp of the night previous, and were distant 4 ord miles from Mans- : 
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field, when a heavy force of the enemy appeared in our front and on 
our right flank. At about this time General Ransom appeared on 
3 the ground with the Second Brigade of the Fourth Division, Thir- 
teenth Army Corps, to relieve the First Brigade from its duty with the 
cavalry advance. Immediately in our front was a large clearing on 
the slope of a hill, over which was the course of the road. “But little 


. 
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and alles oat egy an officer to the rear to hasten forward the 
infantry. At this moment I received the following dispatch from 
General Franklin : 


TEN MILES FROM PLEASANT HILL, 
April 8, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. A. L. LEE, 
Commanding Cavalry : 


¥ GENERAL: I have just received your dispatch of 11.45a.m. You have doubtless 
f been joined by General Ransom with another brigade by this time, and General 
Banks left here about 11 o’clock to go to the front. I hope to be able to get up part 
of General Emory’s force to you to-morrow to relieve General Ransom’s. In the 
mean time let me know anything that may occur. 

Yours, respectfully, 


al i a ae i 


W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


I do not understand that it is General Banks’ or General Ransom’s intention to 
stay with you, but merely to see what is going on. 


I sent this dispatch by a staff officer to General Banks for his 
information. He replied that himself and General Ransom would 
remain. 

About 4.30 p. m. the enemy made a general advance all along our 
lines in strong force, and though an obstinate resistance was made, 
the attacking force was so overwhelming in numbers that our lines 
were soon forced back and driven for about a mile to the wood at 
the foot of the hill. No re-enforcements had at that time arrived, 


* Not found as an inclosure ; but see pp. 227, 228. 
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The cavalry (mounted) formed repeatedly lines behind our retreat- 


‘ing forces and stayed the advance of the rebels.. Their gallantry and 


coolness was marked, and the repeated checks given the enemy, I am 
confident, went very far toward saving the routed army, which could 
now only hope for safety behind re-enforcements in the rear. About 
1 mile from the field of battle was found a portion of the train of 
the Cavalry Division, which had become blocked in the ruts and mud 
of the narrow road in attempting to retreat. The road was here so 
obstructed, and the rush of retreating forces so great, that the re- 
maining three guns of Nims’ battery, a section of the Sixth Missouri 
Howitzer Battery, fell into the hands of the enemy, who were closely 
pressing the rear and flanks. At this point were captured by the 
enemy 156 wagons and about 800 mules of the Cavalry Division. 
These wagons were mostly loaded with forage... Besides forage there 
were in the train about 20,000 rations and most of the camp equi- 
page of the First and Fourth Brigades. The ammunition train was 
saved. In view of this considerable loss from the train of my com- 
mand, a loss which has provoked some criticism, I desire, in explana- 
tion of its presence and continued presence, to call attention to the 
order of General Franklin, cited in this report and received by me 
about 5 p.m. of the preceding day, directing me to proceed that 
night as far as possible with my whole train to give the infantry 
room on the following day. 

I will state also that I had frequently requested that my train or 
the bulk of it might be left with the advance train of the infantry, 
as I found it a great charge and incumbrance, in conducting the 
advance, Such permission had never been granted. On the night 
of the 7th,in my dispatch of 9 p. m., I again indicated such wish, 
but without eliciting reply. My own dispatches cited in report eould 
hardly fail torepresent the current condition of affairs to my superiors, 
and under such explicit instructions and orders I can see little room 
left me as a soldier for the exercise of personal judgment. About 10 
or 11 a.m. of the 8th, my train was at the creek near Carroll’s Mill 
5 or 6 miles from the battle-field. While a halt was being made to 
construct a bridge, General Banks and staff and General Franklin 
and staff came up and observed its construction. General Franklin 
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p the train well closed.” 
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battle Capt. H. Hoge, division Merely was directed by an offi- _ 
_cer of General Banks’ staff and an officer of General Franklin’s staff 
not to move the wagons, as it would impede the advance of the in- 
fantry. Near the train the Third Brigade, Colonel Robinson com- 
manding, was deployed and did good service in checking the enemy, 
Colonel Robinson being himself seriously wounded. The detachment 
of the Nineteenth Army Corps was soon met, deployed across the 
road, and my troops atthe others formed behind it. The enemy’s ad- 
vance was checked, and oe the night the entire force fell back to 
Pleasant Hill. On this day the First Brigade, Colonel: Lucas com- 
manding, lost, killed, 11; wounded, 57; missing, 83; total loss, 151. 
The Fourth Brigade, Colonel Dudley commanding, lost 17 killed; 
wounded, 143; missing, 83; total loss, 212. Two companies only of 
the Fifth Brigade were engaged in this action, Companies K and D, 
Kighteenth New York Cavalry, Capt. William Davis commanding, 
having been detailed as escort to General Ransom; they were left - 
without order's, and reported to Colonel Lucas, of First Brigade, 
' who assigned them to duty. They acquitted themselves well. Their 
loss was, killed, 2; wounded, 9; missing, 2; total loss, 13. The 
Third Brigade, Colonel Robinson commanding, lost, killed, 2; 
wounded, 10; missing, 7; total loss, 19. Nims’ battery lost, killed, 
2; wounded, 18; total loss, 20. Sixth Missouri Howitzer Battery 
lost, wounded, 3. Rawles’ battery (Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artillery) 
lost, killed, 5; wounded, 10; total loss, 15 men. 

April 9, detachments of 500 men each from First and Fifth Bri- 
gades were ordered to report to General Franklin. Colonel Lucas, 
commanding First Brigade, was detached, with Sixteenth Indiana 
Mounted Infantry, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, and Fourteenth New 
York Cavalry. They participated in the battle at Pleasant Hill, as 
did the detachment of Fifth Brigade. The Sixteenth Indiana, in a 
charge on the left (dismounted), captured the flag of the First Texas 
Cavalry and many of their led horses. The loss of the First Brigade 
on the 9th was, killed, 1; wounded, 4; total loss,5. The detachment 
Fifth Brigade lost in wounded 21 men; in missing, 2 men ; total, 23. 
With the remainder of the division and General Cameron’s detach- 
ment of Thirteenth Army Corps, I was ordered to escort the army 
train to Grand Ecore, which was successfully done, arriving at that 
place on the evening of the 10th instant, During the period covered 
in this report the total known loss of the Cavalry Division was, 
killed, officers and men, 51; wounded, officers and men, 317; missing, 
officers and men, 155; total known loss, 523. ee 

It would be difficult in this report to mention in detail the names 
of officers who particularly acquitted themselves with credit during 
these days. With scarcely an exception their conduct was deserv- 
ing of the highest praise. I desire, however, to mention Col, T. J. 
Lucas, Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, as an officer on whom I learned to repose the most perfect 


*See Whittier’s report, p. 464, 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. Richard Arnold, U. S. Army, command 
- Cavalry Division, of engagement at Monett’s Ferry and skirmis 
(May 2) at Wilson’s Landing. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Division, DEPT. OF THE GULF, : 
Alexandria, La., May 5, 1864. - 


‘Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the — 
operations of three brigades of cavalry under my command in the 
operations against the enemy at Cane River on the 23d ultimo: In ~ 
accordance with General Emory’s instructions of the 22d of April, — 
Colonel Gooding’s command, the Fifth Brigade, was moved forward _ 
at 5 a.m. of the 23d, and immediately engaged the enemy, driving 
the skirmishers steadily forward until they crossed the river. Col- 
onel Davis’ brigade was posted partly on Gooding’s left and in rear to | 
support his command, and, if necessary, the left flank. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Crebs’ brigade was held in reserve. As soon as the advance =~ 
of the enemy had been driven across the river a brisk fire of artil- 
- _ lery was opened upon the cavalry in the plain, when, by General 
-. Emory’s orders, all but the dismounted men were withdrawn, and a : 
__iine of infantry skirmishers thrown forward. The artillery was = 
: then placed in position and the cavalry withdrawn under cover of 
~*~ the woods. Colonel Davis was then ordered to move his command 
- through the woods to the left to the river and endeavor to find a 
practicable ford, in order to cross to attack the enemy’s right and 
rear, Colonel Davis, owing to swampy ground, ravines, &c., did 
not reach the river until afternoon, and not finding any practicable 
ford was then ordered to make positive demonstration on the enemy’s 
right to divert their attention from the movement on the left. He 
: succeeded in driving about 200 of the enemy across the stream. 
While these operations were going on the First Vermont Battery, 

under Captain Hebard, was moved forward through the woods at 
the suggestion of Colonel Chrysler, and immediately opened with 
most admirable effect upon the principal battery of the enemy near 
the ferry, and soon forced it to retire. About this time the Second 
New York [Veteran] Cavalry, under Colonel Chrysler, was specially 
selected to move through the woods upon the open plain and deter- 
mine if the enemy were still in force in our front. This service 
was handsomely performed and deserves commendation. Discover- 
ing confusion in their ranks, the colonel immediately ordered his 
men across the field, forded the stream, and occupied the heights 
just abandoned: The enemy being in full retreat, this regiment was 
immediately ordered in pursuit, followed by the Second Hlinois, and 


ed -on-thesstt tank. == =~ = ae 
rep of the killed and wounded of the various commands ~ 
been submitted. = : Fee onde 


Lam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Rs eo Benge Se es RICHARD ARNOLD, — 
pee _ Brigadier-General, Chief of Cavalry. 

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, re . aor 
First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


[Indorsement. ] 


“i - HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

_ Alexandria, La., May 5, 1864. 
The within report should have gone in with my report of the 27th, 
but was only received to-day. It is proper to state that the reference 
in this report to the First Vermont Battery requires this correction: 
There was only one gun of this battery at the place referred to. 
- Captain Hinkle, First Indiana, was in command of the battery, com- 
; ed of pieces from several batteries, and that place was suggested 
by Colonel Chrysler. It was: after it had been selected and deter- 
mined upon to place a battery there as soon as it was proper to do so. 
See my report and that of chief of artillery, Captain Closson. If it | 
is of any consequence, and I think it is, it is due to Captain Morey a 
and Captain Rice, both of the Sixth Massachusetts Cavalry, to say 
they both called attention to the place early in the morning. I have 
already in my report commended Colonel Chrysler, whose gallant 
conduct I was eye-witness to, and who was sent by me in- pursuit. 
- In submitting this report, I take pleasure in stating that the cavalry 
; generally, directed by General Arnold, although unfortunate in 
: missing the road when I sent them in pursuit, behaved very well on “Se 
that day, particularly the Fifth Brigade, Colonel Gooding com- 3 


manding. 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hpgrs. CAVALRY Division, DEPT. OF THE GULF, 
Alexandria, May 2, 1864. 

Masor: Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs, with his force of 500 men, sent 
below at 2 o’clock this morning, has returned. He reports that 10 
miles below here he met a considerable picket force of the enemy. 
He drove them as far as Wilsons Landing, where he met a force 
variously estimated at from 600 to 1,500 strong. After moderate 
skirmishing the rebels opened upon him with one piece of artillery. 
Deeming that no advantage would result from an attack, Colonel 
Crebs held his ground for a while, and then slowly retired, the 
enemy not following. Having proceeded 2 or 3 miles on his return, 
the colonel met transports moving down river, and immediately 
faced his column about and moved toward the enemy to prevent his 
firing upon our boats. The boats having passed without molestation 

: mer ae 

the command was moved back to camp without incident, Frem 


~ 


IGHARD ARNOLD, 
Brigadier-General. Ba 


Maj. GEORGE B. DRAKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 83. 


Report of Capt. Ormand F. Nims, Second Massachusetts Battery, of 
engagement at Sabine Cross- Roads. 4 


ieee” 
Hpagrs. Battery B, Massacuuserts Licut HorsE ARTY., 
Grand Ecore, La., April 11, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that my company left Natchi- 
toches April 6, at daylight, marching in the center of the division as 
reserve artillery ; encamped with the Third Brigade at Crump’s 
Corners ; distance marched, 23 miles. April 7, marched at 6 a. m. in 
the center of the division as reserve artillery. Reached Pleasant | 
Hill at 1 p. m.; was ordered to the front (Wilson’s farm), but being 
unable to get into position was ordered back to Pleasant Hill; at 7 
p. m. moved up to Wilson’s farm and encamped. April 8, marched 
at 6a. m.in the advance. At8a.m. four pieces were ordered to 
the front of the column ; went into position in the road, and shelled 
the woods in front. Moved in that position until we reached a posi- 
tion one-half mile from Sabine Cross-Roads, where we went into 
_. battery and shelled the enemy from the heights. Then the whole 

was ordered into position on the heights.. Four pieces in battery to 
. the front and two pieces in battery to the right flank within 250 
yards of the woods. Upon the approach of the enemy, who came 
out of the woods in front and on the right flank, the battery opened 
fire, using shell and canister with good effect, repulsing three suc- 
cessive charges of the enemy ; within twenty minutes from the time 
when the action commenced, the battery was ordered to retire from 
the hill, the infantry support having previously retired in disorder. 
Three pieces were taken to the rear in good order. Three pieces 
were left on the field, being unable to remove them on account of 
the horses being disabled. During the action First Lieut. War- 
ren K. Snow received a mortal wound while assisting to limber up 
a gun. He fell into the hands of the enemy. Second Lieut. 
Charles B. Slack was slightly wounded in the neck. The pieces that 
were brought off were prepared for action, but in consequence of 
the panic and the enemy’s pressing upon the flanks were placed in 
the road, preparatory to marching in retreat. The roads becoming 
blocked with teams, from which the mules had been detached, we 
were compelled to abandon the pieces brought from the hill as well 
as the caissons, baggage wagons, battery wagon, and forge, 
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the company was ordered tor mantel, wits the Ooraiee Ts 
he co 'y was 0 d to march with the Ca’ Divisio1 

nition train, acting as guard to the same. Marched at noon 

and all night. April 10, arrived at Grand Ecore at 4 p- m., where — 

_ Weare nowencamped. Casualties, 2 commissioned officers wounded, | 

16 ex men wounded, 1 enlisted man killed, 1 enlisted man miss- _ 

é ing, 64 horses, 18 mules lost. a : : ee 

_ Ihave the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient — 


_ servant, ze 

eee | ; : . ORMAND F. NIMS, 

3 Captain, Comdg. Battery B, Mass. Light Horse Artillery. 
Brig. Gen. RicHARD ARNOLD, 

- Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. 


No. 84. z 


ae of Col. Thomas J. Lucas, Sixteenth Indiana Mounted In- a 
vet hee SO First Cavalry Brigade, of affair at Hender- 
son’s Hilt, 


Hopgrs. First BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Near Alexandria, La., March 23, 1864. 


CapTAIN : In compliance with orders from headquarters Cavalry 
Division, I reported at 5 o’clock the morning of 21st instant, with the 
Sixteenth Indiana Mounted Infantry, Sixth Missouri Cavalry, Sec- 
' ond Louisiana Mounted Infantry, and Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artil- 
' ery, to Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, commanding Red River expedition, 
_ for orders, and was by him directed to report to Brigadier-General 
Mower. General Mower ordered me to place my command in the 
advance on the Bayou Rapides road, 13 miles beyond Alexandria. I 
met the enemy in small force, and drove them 7 miles to Hender- 
son’s Hill. he Louisiana cavalry (rebel) were holding the hill, 
occupying a very strong position. Arrived in front of their posi- 
tion, oes ordered to-report one regiment of cavalry and a section 
of artillery to the general to make a detour and take the enemy in 
rear, while with the remainder of: my command I should occupy 
their attention and present a front which with the force thrown in 
rear would prevent their escape. The Sixteenth Indiana Mounted 
Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Redfield, and a section of Rawles’ bat; 
tery proceeded in accordance with the directions, marching 16 miles 
to the rear of the enemy, reaching the pickets at about 9.30 p. m. 
With the remainder of my command I occupied the enemy’s atten. 
tion until Colonel Redfield with his force had entered the rebel camp. 
Colonel Redfield captured, when near the enemy’s camp, a courier 
with dispatches from General Taylor to Colonel Vincent. The dis- 
patches were sent to General Mower. He successively captured, 
without firing a shot and without giving general alarm, the picket 
guarding the camp. A portion of the regiment advanced into the 
camp, while another detachment was thrown in the direction of 
General Taylor’s army to guard against any attack upon the rear of 
the command from re-enforcements. A body of the enemy were 
met, said by prisoners to be the advance of re-enforcements, and 
driven back, A major, captain on Taylor’s staff, 1 lieutenant, and 


- fantry. I suppose 300 officers and men and 400 horses were taken. 


n Doxey, with t 
van erin; re 
loyed on his right, and the mounted and dismot 
line, capturing almost without resistance the astoni: enemy. 
- Four pieces of artillery were captured, two by the mounted men as: 
they were being brought into action. Ido not know the number. 
prisoners captured, as they were immediately turned over to the in- 


_. Iam gratified to state that Colonel Redfield’s yea te 
enemy’s famous scout Smith and 15 of his men. At da, ght 
“morning I was directed to make a reconnaissance to Bowles’ Ford, 
where we surprised and captured a picket post of a lieutenant and 6 
men. Further on we captured 2 more men, On returning, was _ 


directed to move to camp 10 miles from Alexandria, guarding the x 
rear of the infantry. My loss was 2 men killed and weunded and 3 = 


missing. Will report their names at once. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
T. J. LUCAS, | 
Colonel, Comdg. First Brigade, Cavalry Division. 


Capt. F. W. Emery, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 8d. 


Report of Capt. Francis H. Whittier, Thirtieth Massachusetts 
Infantry, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, Fourth Cavalry Bri- . 
gade, of wagons lost at Sabine Cross-Roads. 


Hogrs. FouRTH BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, 
In the Field, Grand Ecore, April 18, 1864. 


CoLONEL: In reply to the communicatién referred to me this day 
by you from headquarters Cavalry Division, requiring a statement of 
the number of wagons lost during the engagement of the 8th instant, 
and further as to the orders I received in regard to the same, I 
would respectfully state that on the night of the 7th instant my 
train was parked at Wilson’s farm, about 3 miles beyond Pleasant 
Hill. It consisted of eighty-five 6-mule army wagons (the mules in 
excellent condition and the wagons in- good order), eight 2-horse 
ambulances, and one 6-horse medicine wagon, loaded with medical 
stores. At an early hour on the 8th instant it was moved forward, 
in rear of the train of the First Brigade, in obedience to an order 
received from headquarters Cavalry Division. During the forenoon 
of the 8th instant, about 10 or 11 o’clock, the head of the train 
reached a creek near Carroll’s Mill, from 5 to 6 miles this side of 
the battle-field of Sabine Cross-Roads. Heavy skirmishing being 
reported and heard in front, the train of the First Brigade was halted, 
thereby compelling me to halt my train. My standing orders from 
you were, when firing was heard in front to any considerable extent, 
to draw my train out on the side of the road when possible to do 
so, inorder to permit troops or artillery to pass either way ; and 
also to so arrange my train that I could easil y pass it without con- 
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then directed me to keep my train closed up. I think his words 

_ were, “* Do your best to keep the train well closed.” The train was _ 

ee cordingly advanced steadily until it reached the point where it — 

was finally captured. Here it was halted on account of the heavy 

firing in front. I then moved the greater portion of my train to an 

_ open space on either side of the road. The train remained in this 
ri 


 teries of artillery had passed by me up to the front. Having been. 
to the front, from my own observation and the information I 
received I ees it possible thatthe troops in front might be 
compelled to, fall back until re-enforcements came up, and, if so, 
they would require the open space my train then occupied to form 


Z new lines of battle. I therefore asked Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, 


chief Laat alia if I had not better move my train back, and he 
-replied, ‘‘No; you must not turn a single wagon ;” adding, ‘‘If you 
lose your wagons lose them facing the enemy.” I therefore remained 
with the trains in the position I have described until the rout became 
general, when I received an order from Major Howe, acting assistant 
adjutant-general, Cavalry Division, to move my train to the rear, 
which order I commenced to execute, when I found the road in my 
rear, at a point near a slough, blockaded by capsized and stalled 
teams belonging to another brigade, which made it wholly impossi- 
ble to carry out the order further. In this position the entire train 
was captured. I would further state that previous to the instruc- 
tions I received from Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, Captain Hoge, 
division quartermaster, told me that the instructions were positive 

not to move the train to the rear. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, 

F. H. WHITTIER, 
Capt. and Actg. Asst. Quartermaster, Fourth Brig. 

Col. N. A. M. DUDLEY, 
Commanding Fourth Brigade, Cav. Division. 


No, 86. 


Report of Capt. Elbert H. Fordham, Thirty-first Massachusetts 
Mounted Infantry, of operations May 14-18. 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-FIRST MASSACHUSETTS VOLS. (CAVALRY), 
Near Morganza, May 22, 1864. 
Srr: I have the honor to report that the Thirty-first Massachusetts 
Volunteers (Cavalry) moved with the brigade from Chambers’ 
jlantation on the morning of the 14th instant. By order of Colonel 
Hovis I reported with the regiment to Major Marsh, Second Illinois 
Cavalry, commanding the rear guard. At about 2 p. m. the enemy 


- attacked our rear and brought a force of from 200 to 300 on our 


left flank. By direction of Major Marsh I dismounted the regiment, 

repulsed the attack in rear, and drove the enemy from our left. 

In this engagement my loss was 2 killed and 1 wounded. On the 

15th, skirmished with the enemy on the left in woods; no casualties, 
380 R R—VOL XXXIV, PTI 


ition until Brigadier-General Cameron’s command and two bat- 


“On the 16th, my r iment was ssociated with the Secon 
es hivales Sinise the rear. At? a.m. of the 17th, | 


erie the enemy advanced on us in large force. My regiment and 
G haecorid [llinoys held them in check until orcered within a new 
line formed by other regiments of the brigade. It. bein reported to 
Colonel Davis that the enemy was in our front as well as rear, by 
his order I took my regiment forward to ascertain. Found the en- ~ 
-emy’s skirmishers strongly posted across the bayou. — I dismounted = 
two squadrons, under Lieuts. N. F. Bond and Hayden, with orders to 
“+ drive the enemy away, which was handsomely executed. The Thirty- 
first bore no important part in the action of that morning, being at 
first posted on the extreme left, and afterward ordered to. the right ~ 
of the line. At 12 m. I was ordered to report with the regiment to — 
Colonel Gooding, commanding Fifth Cavalry Brigade, and by him — 
was ordered to cover the left of the army in retiring. On this after- — 
noon I lost 1 officer missing and 1 man taken prisoner. The former — 
assistant surgeon, E. P. Clark, had been engaged in assisting the 
wounded and is supposed to have fallen into the enemy’s hands. 
Encamped this night on the Yellow Bayou. On the 18th, my regi-  ~ 
ment was sent early in the morning to support the pickets. Four ~ 
squadrons were sent to the right, the remaining five to the left. 
Two of the former, A and F, under Capt. L. F. Rice, I sent to hold 
-a row of houses immediately in front of the picket-line. At 9 a.m. 
the enemy charged the pickets heavily on the right, left, and center, 
at the same time opening briskly from across the bayou in rear of 
the right of the line. Our right was forced back on the support, 
creating a momentary confusion, Pee officers and myself soon 
rallied the men, charged the enemy, and drove him beyond his point 
of attack, regaining our former position. _My loss on this occasion 
was 3 men wounded, 

The regiment held its position until 10.30 a. m., when General 
Mower came up with infantry and artillery to attack the enemy. A 
and F squadrons, under Captain Rice, advanced as skirmishers on . 
the bayou road to the open ground beyond the woods, where they 
remained until the infantry came up, when they were withdrawn to 
the cover of the woods. They afterward took position on the right 
of a battery; skirmished with the enemy until he was repulsed. 
When the enemy again advanced they fought them until their am- 
munition was exhausted, when they rejoined the regiment on the 

; left. The rest of the regiment, about 125 officers and men, under 
my command, advanced with the left of the line. When the line of 
battle was formed my regiment was posted on the extreme left and 
rear, to prevent a flank attack. I threw out a line of skirmishers, 
H and D squadrons, under Lieuts. N. F. Bond and W. H. Pelton, 
connecting on the right with the infantry line of skirmishers. The 
enemy soon advanced in large force, and almost instantly the skir- 
mishers of the regiment on my right began falling back. In afew 
minutes the regiment itself, without firing a shot, went to the rear, 
out of my sight. This movement left my right exposed, so that the 
enemy got in rear of the right of my skirmishers, when Lieutenant 
Bond, commanding the skirmish line, ordered his men to retire 
slowly, firing. As the enemy came on, by direction of Captain 
Allen, acting assistant adjutant-general, I moved the regiment about 
50 yards to the left, wheeled into line, and commenced firing. The 
enemy outnumbering us at least five to one, I was compelled to fall 
back, which I did slowly, in good order, and firing constantly until 


a 
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ported by a regiment of infantry. 

he latter ae Ti Iv checked the advance of po ees il 
ve ae PROF unity to draw sabers and ordered a charg : 
ely routed the enemy, killing and wounding many and <ep 
prisoners, among them 2 captains and fF Hentouant Tho 
prisoners r nted six different regiments of mounted infantry. — 

_ I then retired to the opening before mentioned, and by order of Col- 

_ onel Dayis took position on the left of the second line, where I 
_ remained until about 10 p. m., when with the rest of the brigade I 
_moved across Yellow Bayou to the Atchafalaya. My loss in this —- 


_ engagement was 6 men killed, 1 officer and 24 men wounded, and 1 


ry yhich 4 “. 
Bee oe 
0 a] 


missing. . 
__Inelosing this report, I have to express my warmest approbation 
_ of the conduct of all my officers and men throughout the entire Fi 
- tinarch. To make comparisons would seem invidious. Every officer 5 
- and man did his duty—his whole duty. : 
_ ~~ Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
EK. H. FORDHAM, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. W. I. ALLEN, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Brigade. 


No. 87. 


bee of Col. Oliver P. popagny Thirty-first Massachusetts 
ounted Infantry, commanding Fifth Cavalry Brigade, of skir- 
mish at Campti and engagement at Monett’s Ferry. 


HEADQUARTERS FirtH BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Grand Ecore, La,., April 12, 1864. 

Masor: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to orders from 
Major-General Franklin, I marched on the 3d instant to the village 
of Grand Ecore, on the Red River, with a detachment of the Second 
New York Veteran Cavalry, 250 strong, under Colonel Chrysler; a 
detachment of the Highteenth New York Cavalry, 80 strong, under 
Colonel Byrne, and a detachment of the Third Rhode Island Cav- 
alry, 20Q strong, under Major Davis, and reported in person to Brig- 
adier-General Arnold, U.S. Volunteers. The same evening my com- 
* mand was transferred to the opposite shore of the river, and pursuant 
to orders from General APiold I pe to Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, 
commanding detachments Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps. 
General Smith ordered me to proceed the next morning with my 
command to the village of Campti, 6 miles distant, and drive the 
enemy’s forces from that place, but not to pass beyond the town. 
He at the same time notified me that there would be an infantry forge 
ordered to take position on a bayou, 3 miles below the village, upon 
which I could fall back or call upon for support whenever I might 
find I was unable to handle the enemy with my own force. , On the 
morning of the 4th instant I marched as ordered, placing Colonel 
Byrne in advance with his detachment of the Eighteenth New York 
Cavalry, followed by detachment of Second New York Veteran Cay- 
alry, under Colonel Chrysler, that followed by detachment of Third 
Rhode Island Cavalry, under Major Davis. On reaching the village 
my advance was fired upon from the houses. I immediately sent 
Major Davis to burn the town and intercept the retreat of the enemy, 
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‘which movement was prevented by the fire { é u 
boats lying just below the village. The position was favorab} 
the movement ordered, and but for the fire of the gun-boat would 
all probability have resulted in the capture of all the enemy’s fo 
in the village. The enemy retired from the village, and att 
to form a line on a hill just in rear of the same, but was so 
~ pressed by my advance that he broke and rapidly retreated across a 
5. oon; some 500 yards distant, tearing up the bridge as he went. 

The Kighteenth New York Cavalry pursued them in the wood, fight- _ 
ing them as skirmishers, and near the bridge Captain Power was 
“wounded and fell from his horse while gallantly leading his men. 


Owing to the convex form of the bridge it appeared unbroken from ~ : 


our side of the bayou, and I ordered the Second New York Veteran 
Cavalry to charge the same, which was gallantly done; but finding 
when on the bridge about 10 feet of it on the side next the enemy 
torn up, they wheeled about and slowly retired under a severe tire. 
They were then by my order dismounted and fought on foot. I 
then sent Captain Bushee with one squadron Third Rhode Island 
Cavalry, dismounted, to turn the enemy’s right flank, while I held 
the remainder of that regiment in reserve on the road, mounted and 
with sabers drawn. After a severe contest of about fifty minutes — 
the enemy rapidly retreated through the woods. 

When the fighting first commenced I sent Lieutenant Payne, of 
my staff, to order up the infantry, which arrived, however, too late 
to engage the enemy or to be of any assistance whatever to me., The 
commander of the infantry, although my junior in rank by six 
months, was not ordered to report to me, but came with written 
orders from his commanding general for his guidance. Leaving the 
infantry to take care of the road, I marched with my cavalry on a 
road leading north from the town, where my information led me to 
believe a portion of the enemy’s force was posted. About 1 mile 
from the village my advance came upon a squad of 15 or 20 rebels, 
which [ ordered Captain Perry, of the Third Rhode Island Cavalry, 
to charge with his company, which was gallantly done, resulting in 
the capture of 1 prisoner. I continued my march about 2 miles 
farther, and came upon the burning camp from which General Lid- 
dell, with a superior force of artillery and cavalry, rapidly retreated 
before my advance. I then returned to the village and destroyed 
every house from which a shot had been fired by the enemy at the 
beginning of the action. I then collected my dead and wounded and 
sent them to the transports opposite Grand Kcore, and slowly retired 
to my camp of the night before, opposite Grand Ecore. My loss was 
4 killed and 18 wounded. Among the killed was First Lieut. M. 8. 
Dunn, acting adjutant Second New York Veteran Cavalry, who fell 
like a true soldier. From the dead found on the field, prisoners 
taken, and statements of citizens, white and black, on the enemy’s 
line of retreat, Iam enabled to estimate his loss at 8 killed, among 
whom were 2 commissioned officers, about 18 or 20 wounded, and 3 
prisoners. 

I desire to express in this report my entire satisfaction at the con- 
duct of regimental commanders and their commands, My thanks are 
due to members of my staff for valuable services on the occasion. 

Repectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. P. GOODING, 

Colonel, Commanding. 
Major Horrman, esas 

Asst, Adjt. Gen,, Nineteenth Army Corps. 


AS Tipe! 


/ THE RED RIVER CAMPAIGN. © 6 
‘Heapquarrers Fier Bricape, Cavanry Drvistox, 
Inthe Field, near Alexandria, La., April 28, 1864. 


3 a Caprarn : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to orders from 
_ Brigadier-General Arnold, chief re rear. I marched with my 


, accompanied by one section Battery G, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, 


_ under Lieutenant Baldwin, on the 2ist instant, from Grand Ecore, 
f. La. , to oceupy Monett’s Ferry, across Cane River. On the march I 
learned from citizens, white and black, that the enemy, from 5,000 

to 7,000, strong with ten pieces of artillery, under Generals Bee 


and Major, had gone below to occupy Monett’s Ferry and cut off our 


_ retreat. About 1 o’clock in the morning of the 22d instant my 


advance came upon the enemy’s pickets and exchanged shots with 
them, mortally wounding 1 and losing 1 man killed and 1 wounded. 
The enemy retired toward Cloutierville, and at the same time I dis- 
covered a large body of cavalry coming down the road on the oppo- 
site side of Cane River, and placed my command in position at the 
crossing to receive them, Fortunately I discovered in time to pre- 
vent accident that it was the Fourth Brigade of our cavalry divis- 
ion, under Colonel Davis. Leaving this brigade at the crossing, I . 
proceeded with my command toward Cloutierville and drave in the 
enemy’s pickets, and about 1 mile from the village discovered the 
enemy in position, flanking my approach both on the right and left. 
I then halted, placed my command in position, and ordered up the 
Fourth Brigade, and after some maneuvering on both sides, each 
expecting the other to attack, the enemy retired beyond the town, 
followed by my advance, the Third Rhode Island Cavalry, which 
skirmished with them, driving them 5 miles beyond the town, where 
I encamped for the night. 

On the morning of the 23d instant I proceeded with my com- 
mand, the Highteenth New York Cavalry in advance, toward the 
ferry, skirmishing with the enemy all the way. The enemy retired 
before my advance across an open plain toward the ferry, from 
which he opened fire with ery, Discovering a range of hills 
on the opposite side of the river which flanked the plain, I ordered 
all but my line of skirmishers to halt, and immediately sent an 
order to Lieutenant Dolan, commanding company of Second New 
York Veteran Cavalry, on the opposite side of the river, to recon- 
noiter the hills, which he did, finding the enemy in position. I then 
sent Captain Morey, of my staff, to report the situation to General 
Emory, by whose order I retired my cavalry to the rear. Later in 
the day the Second New York Veteran Cavalry was ordered 
to advance toward the right of the enemy’s position in order to 
divert his attention from a flank attack about to be made on his left 
by General Birge. The artillery firing from the range of hills on 
the enemy’s left having ceased, about 50 men of the Second New 
York Veteran Cavalry were ordered to cross the field in front of 
his position and ascertain, if possible, if it had been abandoned. 
They were fired upon from the woods opposite, but advanced to the 
river bank and remained there. Subsequently, at Colonel Chrysler’s 
request, a battery of artillery was sent to the point of woods directly 
in front of the enemy’s main position on the right. It having opened 
a brisk fire on their position and Colonel Chrysler discovering con- 
siderable confusion among the enemy in consequence, his regiment 
was advanced under considerable fire directly across the field in front 
of this position. A portion of his regiment crossed the ferry and 
posted their colors on the enemy’s abandoned position, which moye- 
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side of Bayou Rapides through Alexandria, and encamped on Genet 
aGtion about 5 miles below the town. During the whole 

march my command captured — prisoners. : ie Sie 
Throughout the whole march my command behaved to my entire 


satisfaction. The Eighteenth New York Cavalry, commanded by 


Colonel Byrne, having the advance at the time the position of the ~ : 


enemy’s artillery was developed, drove the enemy handsomely, and 
to Colonel Byrne and his regiment my thanks are due. The Third 
Rhode Tstand. Cavalry was ably commanded by Capt. Asa A. Ellis, 
and did well what was required of.them. To Captain Perry and 
Captain Morey, of my staff, I desire to express my appreciation of 
their valuable services. A portion of the Third Rhode Island Cav- 
alry, just arrived in the department and on their way from New 
Orleans to Alexandria, was attacked while on transports in Red 
River, I inclose report of Lieutenant-Colone! Parkhurst, who com- 
manded the detachment at the time. I also inclose a detailed report* 
of casualties. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
O. P. GOODING, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. F. W. EMERY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Division. 


No. 88. 


Report of Capt. William Davis, Highteenth New York Cavalry, of 
engagement at Sabine Cross- Roads, 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
Camp near Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to report the part taken by my squadron in 
the battle near Mansfield, on the afternoon of the 8th instant. Being 
temporarily attached to Brigadier-General Ransom, commanding 
detachment of Thirteenth Army Corps, was left by him on the road 
near 1} miles from the battle-field. Having nothing to do, and no one 
to give me any instructions, I reported to Colonel Lucas, command- 
ing First Cavalry Brigade, who ordered me to form on the right of 
the Fourteenth New York Cavalry. Reported to Major Bassford 
of the Fourteenth, who assigned me to the position ordered by Col- 
onel Lucas, and remained there during the whole time they were 
under fire. Being left on the field when the Fourteenth retired, and 


* Not found, 


- the ferry; the balance of my brigade I encamped about a half mile — 
below ae ferry. I cearcleedt on the morning of the 24th instant, — 
covering the flanks of the train, encamping on Bayou.Rapides, about _ 
3 miles below Henderson’s Hill. On the morning of the 25th,I _ 
marched my brigade on the flank of the train and on the opposite — 


Judiey's brigade, and left the field after they 
The following is a list of the casualties:* 
, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


| “WILLIAM DAVIS, 
eee Captain, Commanding Squadron. 
2 ~ Capt. F. W. Emery, » 3 Mg es pare 


~~ Assistant Adjutant-General. sn. eee 


ese — 
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No. 89. 


Reports of Maj. George R. Davis, Third Rhode Island Cavalry, of 
tg skirmish at Campti and engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


Hpgrs. THIRD RHODE ISLAND CAVALRY, . 

. - In the Field, near Grand Ecore, La., April 13, 1864. 

GENERAL: I herein inclose a report of the participation of this 
battalion in a skirmish which ook place at Campti, La., on the 
opposite side of Red River, on the 3d [4th] of April, 1864. I crossed 
Red River at Grand Ecore, in pursuance of orders, on the afternoon 
of the 3d of April, 1864. Sent one squadron down the river road 
4 miles to ascertain if there was any enemy in that direction; the 
squadron reported back at 9 p. m., under command of Captain 
Perry, that there was no enemy in that direction. I was ordered, 
on the morning of April 4, 1864, to march. Taking position in the 
center of the brigade I marched my command to the vicinity of 
Campti, when I received orders to flank the town, which I at once 
performed, on the right and rear; and while in line of battle, 
advancing upon the town, I halted my command on account of the 
. firing of the gun-boats, whose range was within 20 yards of my 
- front. I immediately sent word to the colonel commanding con- 
cerning it. I was then ordered to move forward by the right flank 
across the bayou, and take position upon the hill in the rear of the 
town, which I immediately performed. I then formed my com- 
mand in column of platoons and caused the saber to be drawn. I 
then moved forward in column within supporting distance of the 
Second New York Veteran Cavalry, which had taken position near 
the bridge. I dismounted 12 men and deployed them as skirmishers 
on the right flank, under charge of Lieutenant Tefft. I then dis- 
mounted the remainder of the First Squadron and all of the Second 
to fight on foot ; sent them, in pursuance of orders, under charge of 
Captain Bushee, with orders to march to the bayou, cross it if pos- 
sible, find the enemy and fight him, and dislodge them from the 
bridge by the right flank. The captain marched his command to 
the bayou and crossed on the left flank, at which time, or imme- 
diately previous, the enemy retreated from the bridge. I was then 
ordered to countermarch my command and move down the road 
leading to the church to the right. After moving down the road 
about half a mile the skirmishers were fired upon by the pickets of 
the enemy stationed at that point, when the first platoon of the 
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* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 officer and 1 man killed, 1 officer and 8 men 
wounded, and 2 men missing. Twenty horses were also lost. 


‘third Squ \ e e nl 
Z Sronpty rformed under command of Captain Perry. The en 
E Fanpdaicly retreated. In this charge I had 1 man wounded and 1 
horse killed, and captured 1 prisoner, mounted, who belonged to the — 
~ Second Louisiana Mounted Infantry. I then moved down the road, 
- in pursuance of orders, about 2 miles, and finding no enemy was” 
ordered to retire, forming the rear guard. The command was halted — 
upon the hill near the church and pickets thrown out; wasthen 
- ordered to retire toward Grand Ecore, encamping on the side of Red 
River opposite to Grand Ecore. Ordered to march at daylight the 
following morning, took up the line of march at 6 a. m., April 5, 
_ position on the right of brigade; was ordered to send-forward a 
latoon to move rapidly to Campti. I sent forward first platoon of 
iret Squadron, under command of Lieutenant Tefft. Finding no _ 
~ enemy, I marched tothe rear of the town and formed line of battle 
on the hill, rear of the church, and picketed the road to the front 
and to the left as far as the bridge. In pursuance of orders I then 
z) sent forward Acting Second Lieutenant Wilson, with 12 men, to — 
-. cross the bridge and move up the road 4 miles. He reported in 
se about two hours that he had advanced 4 or 5 milesand foundno  — 
enemy. Was then ordered to return; crossed Red River on the : 
preune 5th of April; arrived in camp at 3.30 o’clock on the 6th of 
April. 
E Your obedient servant, 


: GEORGE R. DAVIS, 
a Major, Comdg. First Batt., Third Rhode Island Cav. 
Brig. Gen. EpwarD C. MAURAN, 
Adjutant-General, State of Rhode Island. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD RHODE ISLAND CAVALRY, 
In the Field, near Grand Heore, La., April 12, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to report the following as the part 
taken by this command in the action of April 9, 1864: I received 
orders from headquarters Fifth Brigade to report one squadron to 
Brigadier-General Smith at 5 a. m. April 9, 1864. Captain Bushee 
reported with the Second Squadron. [ received orders to picket the 
road on the left and front of Pleasant Hill for 5 miles. I ordered 
Captain Perry with his troop (I) to perform this duty upon the 
left (first) road, and First Lieutenant Avery, with troop K, the 
second road on the left. I then marched the remainder of my com- 
mand, one squadron, under command of Captain Bicknell, to the 
front on road leading to Texas, placing the reserve at 2 miles dis- 
tant from the hill, and went forward and posted the vedettes out for 
3 miles farther, capturing 2 of the enemy’s mounted pickets, I was 
ordered, in about an hour, to slowly withdraw my pickets. They 
retired slowly, skirmishing as they came in. I «withdrew the reserve 
to the left of the line of battle formed by the infantry on my right, 
and formed a skirmish line three-quarters of a mile in length in the 
front. The skirmishers having more ground to cover than they 
could properly pravee’s I re-enforced them with my whole reserve 
save 8 men, and sent my horses to the rear of a line of battle formed 
by infantry at my left. My skirmishers on the left were quite 
actively engaged, and having no support to give them, ordered them 
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wait the pleastire of General Smith. ae 
Lam, captain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


z Capt. B. F. Morry, - 
_  Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fifth Brigade. 


No. 90. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Charles H. Parkhurst, Third Rhode Island 
avalry, of voyage from New Orleans to Alexandria. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD RHODE ISLAND CAVALRY, 
Alexandria, La., April 23, 1864. 


CoLoNnEL: IJ have the honor to submit the following report of our 
voyage from New Orleans to this place: In obedience to orders 
from General Reynolds, we embarked on board the steamer Superior 
Tuesday night, April 19, and sailed the next morning. Nothing of 
particular interest occurred until we reached Tunica Bend, some 30 
miles below the mouth of the Red River, when we were fired upon 
by the rebels from the easterly bank of the Mississippi. They hada 
6-pounder well supported by infantry. Three shell and shot passed 
through the cabin, and Corporal Logue, of Company F, received a 
severe gunshot wound in the right arm, badly shattering the bones. 
This was the only casualty. At the mouth of the Red River we took 
the convoy of a gun-boat, and when we drew up for the night had a 
slight picket skirmish. The next day, Friday, we started a little in 
advance of the gun-boat, and when we were about 30 miles below 
this place we were again attacked by guerrillas with two pieces of 
artillery, with cavalry and infantry. From the narrowness of the 
river we were exposed for some time to a most galling fire. My men 
were posted as well as the character of the vessel permitted, and we 
succeeded in driving the men from their guns by the well-directed 
fire of our carbines. The gun-boat was aground at the time some 
distance below us, and could therefore give us no assistance. After 
we had got out of range of their artillery, the boat was run upon the 
easterly shore, and 1 put my men on shore and posted them dis- 
mounted so as to prevent the rebels from getting a position where 
they could annoy us further, and awaited the arrival of the gun-boat. 


nder her convoy up the river, being sever 
the shore. We allowed no guerrilla to show 
without paying him the necessary leaden co 
here about 3 p.m. yesterday, 
Where all, both officers and men, did so well, it is unnecess 
-_ make distinctions. Nomen could have defended themselves w 
‘more bravery and coolness than did my entire command. I cannot’ 
omit to pay a cordial tribute of respect and admiration to Mrs 
~ Charles Pr Gordon and Mrs. Horace P. Lester for their constant and 
unceasing attention and kindness to the wounded and dying asthey 
were brought into the saloon. And to the officers and-men of my — 
command, one-and all, I can only say that no officer ever had braver ~ 
- or more efficient and faithful officers under his command than those — 
of the Third Rhode Island Cavalry. | : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
HARLES H. PARKHURST, 
Lieut. Col. Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 
Col. WILLARD SAYLES, : = 
Commanding Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 
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No. 91. 


Report of Lieut. Commander K. Randolph Breese, U. S. Navy, of 
the capture of the steamer City Belle. 
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* U.S. Sreamer BLACK Hawk, 
Mouth of Red River, May 4, 1864—p. m. 


Sir: I regret to inform you that the transport City Belle was cap- 
tured and destroyed by the rebels about 30 miles above Fort De Russy. 
She had on board an Ohio regiment and a bearer of dispatches from 

- Washington to General Banks, all of whom, with the exception of 
half a dozen, were captured or killed. They made a gallant fight, I 
am informed, but it is a pity she should have gone without convoy. 
Will you please instruct the transports bound to Alexandria not to 
go beyond Black River without convoy, and to report to me or the 
senior naval officer at this place for instructions ? 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. R. BREESE, 


Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding. 
COMMANDING GENERAL AT NEW ORLEANS. 


No. 92. 


Report of Brig. Gen, Daniel Ullmann, U. 8. Army, of the capture of 
steamers on Red River, &e. 


Port Hupson, May 6, 1864. 

I have the honor to report that the telegraph lines are down, both 
above and below this post. The steamer Shreveport has just arrived, 
returning from attempting to ascend the Red River.. She has on 
board several detachments of colored regiments and a portion of the 
Fifty-sixth Ohio. Lieut. Col. J. F. Wade, General Banks’ staff 
reports batteries are located 20 to 25 miles above Fort De Russy, on 


pported by a heavy force of infantry, 


ad and twentieth Ohio, 700 strong, being on board. About 
alf the regiment escaped, and are on the left bank of the river, 
papen, ©The jela W : 

not kr ‘ e Jo arner was destroyed yesterday morning, 
the Fifty-sixth Ohio on board. Two hanced Bad fifteen are hens 
on i the steamer Shreveport. Two gun-boats are said to have 


fantry (colored), is killed ; colonel of the ifty-sixth Ohio left behind 
wounded. Communication is entirely cut off with Alexandria. Cap- 
_ tain Breese, commanding the fleet, states he has no gun-boats that 
_ can run by the batteries. It was thought that a force was about to 
_ leave Alexandria to open communication, but nothing certain known. 
_, Citizens report a force moving down to occupy Fort De Russy. Ves- 

sels are detained at the mouth of Red River by the gun-boats. Offi- 
_ cers on board steamer Shreveport report a piece of artillery seen on 
the bank of paSeisn ete about 15 miles above this post. Captain 

Riggs, Ninety-second U. 8. Infantry (colored), was on board steamer 
City Belle, destroyed by the batteries about 20 miles above Fort De 
Russy ; One hundred and twentieth Ohio on board. The loss of this 
regiment I understand to be one-third. The battery which fired on 
us consisted of two 20-pounder Parrotts on the right bank of the 
river, supported, as citizens state, by 1,000 infantry. I saw the 

ieces. y detachment consisted of 50 men, with another officer. 
F he vessel was burned. Many were saved by jumping from the 
- vessel and proceeding to the shores. Infantry fire was hot on both 
sides. About 5,000 rebels are reported near the batteries in reserve. 
Colonel Bassett, First Regiment, Corps d’ Afrique; Colonel Mudd, 
- Second Illinois Cavalry, and Colonel Spiegel, One hundred and twen- 
_ tieth Ohio, are known to be killed. Capt. M. Manring, Fifty-sixth 
Ohio, reports : 

T left Alexandria with my regiment, 250 strong, May 4, at 9.30 a. m., on steamer 
John Warner. About 25 miles below Alexandria, at 5 p. m., we were fired upon 
from the shore bya force of infantry, estimated at about 500. We passed, when 
one of the gun-boats, Covington, broke her rudder. We could not repair and reach 
Fort De Russy that night; so we laid up till most morning, at 5 o’clock. At that 
hour we proceeded down the river about 2 miles, transport in the advance, when 
firing commenced on the boat by infantry. The tiller got out of order and the 
rudder would not work. Boat stopped, when artillery opened on us both above and 
below. The first shot cut the steam-pipe ; this at daybreak. Fire was returned by 
infantry on transport till about 8 a. m. Fifteen shots of artillery went through 
the cabin; 4 through the pilot-house. During this 34 men were killed and 
wounded. Gun-boats were firing all this time. The colonel commanding ordered 
the regiment to leave the boat and goon shore, it having been fired twice. Colonel 
Raynor, commanding, was wounded and taken prisoner. I was ordered to go on 
board the gun-boat, which was beyond the battery. Before the regiment could be 
formed the gun-boat had left the shore. I saw it was impossible to gain a boat, so 
I marched through the woods to the river below. 


I have the honor further to state that the rebels are reported to 
me to bein stronger force than they have been heretofore. I re- 
spectfully request that I be not long left without a steamer attached 
to the pos 


have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL ULLMANN, 


Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


Capt. J. 8. Crossy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, New Orleans, 
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exandria. The loss on board the Emma — 


been destroyed. Colonel Bassett, SA erties Regiment U. S. In- — 
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Reports of General, B. Kirby Smith, 0. 8. Army, 
 Trans-Mississippi Department, including operations 
Best eNOS BO SP yn Oe SY PES Bee ee 
ae “HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssIssIPP1 DEPARTMENT, 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the Thirteenth Army: 


of General Banks’ command, was si 


which 28,000 were engaged at Pleasant Hill on the 9th. Our cay- 

- alry pursued to Natchitoches. General Taylor commanded on the 

field. The whole disposable infantry force of the department had 
been concentrated from Arkansas and Texas. Our whole force was ~ 
under 16,000. We captured 21 pieces of artillery and over 3,000 
prisoners; over 200 wagons. Our loss is severe—over 2,000 killed 

* and wounded. General Mouton, Colonels Beard, Noble, Armant, 

- ‘Taylor, and Buchel among the casualties. Providence has given a 

signal and glorious victory. I shall immediately march to meet 

Steele, who is advancing with 12,000 from Little Rock. 


Yours, respectfully, 
. EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
General, Commanding. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

Shreveport, April 16, 1864. 
Sir: I leave this morning with a portion of Major-General Tay- 
lor’s command for Arkansas, for the purpose of endeavoring to meet 
Major-General Steele, commanding U. S. forces, now near Camden. 
In view of any contingency arising whereby the command of the 
Trans-Mississippi Department might devolve on another, I have 
issued an order appointing Major-General Taylor lieutenant-general. 
Of the three district commanders, Major-Generals Magruder, Price, 
and Taylor, the latter is the junior, and the only one of the three 
I consider suited to take charge of the affairs of the department. 
He is also, for his past services and eminent qualifications, justly 
entitled to the promotion. Should the contingency arise to which 
I have referred the good of the country and the cause demand that 
he should succeed to the command. These reasons have induced 
me to make the appointment, which I hope, under the circumstances 

will meet with the approbation and sanction of Your Excellency. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. KIRBY SMITH, 
General. 
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His Excellency Jerrerson Davis, 
Président of the Confederate States, 


| DEPARTMENT, 
a a eB eo j Camden, May 4, 1864. — 
apaign in this department opened on March 12 by the land- _ 
ing o the Vickst urg column at Samed General tae ee ae 
by a formidable naval expedition, moved up the valley of Red River 
. rr apie 4 General Steele at the same time advanced from Little 

Rock with 12,000 effective men. Rapidly concentrating the infantry 
nea eo Ay gag while the cavalry of the District of Arkansas im- 
peded and checked the march of Steele, our little army (15,000) was 
hurled upon Banks’ column, defeating it in two signal victories on 

April 8 and 9 at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. While Taylor, pursu- 
ing his advantages, followed Banks’ retreating and demoralized 
army, defeating him at Cloutierville, capturing and destroyin 
-gun-boats and transports, the divisions of Walker, Churchill, an 
_ Parsons were pushed rapidly against Steele’s advancing column. 

Taken in detail, he was signally defeated at Poison Springs, near 
_ Camden, at Marks’ Mills, and finally at Jenkins’ Ferry, on the Saline. 
A freshet which overflowed the banks of the Saline for 2 miles alone 
saved Steele’s army from destruction. 
~ The fruits of this brilliant campaign, inaugurated at Mansfield on 
the day of national fast and humiliation, are, under Providence, most 
_ glorious and satisfactory. In Louisiana, 5,000 killed and wounded, 
4,000 prisoners, 21 pieces of artillery, 200 wagons, 1 gun-boat (the 
Kastport), and 3 transports have already been reported. In Arkansas, 
1,400 killed, 2,000 wounded, 1,500 prisoners, 13 pieces of artillery, 
and 900 wagons arethe results of the campaign. Two brigades of 
Steele’s command, with almost his entire transportation, have been 
destroyed or captured. 

This grand expedition, for which with formidable numbers and 
Roastful confiderice the enemy has been for months preparing, has 
in less than fifty days been broken and hurled back in shame and 
disgrace by a force not much more than one-third their numerical 
strength. When the distances marched, the obstacles encountered, 
and the enemy’s superiority in numbers are considered, this army 
deserves well of their country. Since the opening of the campaign 
the troops have marched from 400 to 4500 miles, made forced marches 
of 40 miles on short rations, and fought three general engagements. 
Prisoners were taken from the Ninth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Six- 
teenth, Seventeenth, and Nineteenth Army Corps. We have to re- 
gret the loss of Generals Mouton and Green in Louisiana and Gen- 
erals Scurry and Randal in Arkansas. Our losses will not fall much 
short of 3,000 killed, wounded, and missing. The enemy’s is full 
14,000. I will shortly forward my report in detail. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 


General. 
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General S. CooPER, ‘ 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Camden, May 5, 1864. 


Sir: I send my friend and assistant adjutant-general, Maj. Guy 
M. Bryan, to Richmond. He is the bearer of adispatch announcing 


our successes at Poison Springs, Marks’ Mills, and Jenkins’ Ferry, 


ose of the heart 
matte 


the depa 


servant, : 
Ss EK. KIRBY SMITH, 


. , General., 
His Excellency President Davis. 
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HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 

Shreveport, June 11, 1864. 

es Smr: The history of the late campaign in this department will be 

3 made and forwarded as soon as the reports of the district command- 
ers in Arkansas and Louisiana have been received. I desire, how- 
ever, for the information of Your Excellency, to anticipate this report 
by a statement of facts bearing generally upon the campaign. Soon 
after my arrival in this department I became convinced that the 
valley of Red River was the only practicable line of operations by 
which the enemy could penetrate the country. This fact was well 
understood and appreciated by their generals. 

In the latter part of August I received information that a formid- 
able expedition was preparing under the auspices of Generals Grant 
and Banks. ‘The main advance would be up Red River Valley, 
with subordinate columns moving from Helena and Berwick Bay. 
The defeat of Rosecrans at Chickamauga frustrated this plan, Gen- 
eral Grant, with the larger portion of his command, was drawn to 
Tennessee. The columns from Helena and Berwick Bay moved, with 
what success has already been reported to the Department. 

Feeling assured that the Red River expedition, so suddenly inter- 
rupted, would be renewed at some future day, I addressed myself to 
the task of meeting it with the slender means at my disposal. For- 

2 tifications were directed on the lower Red River. Shreveport and 
Camden were fortified, and works were ordered on the Sabine and 
the crossings of upper Red River. Depots were’ established on the 
shortest lines of communication between the Red River Valley and 
the troops serving in Arkansas and Texas. Those commands were 
directed to be held ready to move with little delay, and every prepa- 
ration was made in advance for accelerating a concentration, at all 
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over long distances ane: through a country destitute = 


: 


of rincipal theater of operations, 
nd that Shreveport would be the Bbjpotive point of tie columns 
moving from Arkansas and Louisiana. I continued steadily pre- 
‘pa for that event On February 21, General Magruder was or- 
dered to hold Green’s division of cavalry in readiness to move at a 
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*The inclosures found with this report have been arranged in chronological order 

with other correspondence, &c., relating to operations in March, April,and May, 
_ 1864. These were as follows : 
; No. 1. 2047, Cunningham to Magruder, February 21; 2191, Smith to Magruder, 
March 5; 2207; Cunningham to Magruder, March 7: 2265, same to same, March 
12; 2274, Boggs to Magruder, March 12; 2278, Smith to Price, March 14; 2490, 
Cunningham to Price, March 31; 2510, Smith to Taylor, April 1; 2514, same to 
same, March 31; 2534, same, April 3; 2572, same, April 5; 2595, same, April 8; 
2646, same, April 12; 2676, Cunningham to Taylor, April 14, 2 p. m.; 2678, Cun- 
ningham to Price, April 14, 12 m.; 2687, same to same, April 15; 10 a. m.; M, Tay- 
lor to Boggs, March 11; N, same to same, March 23, 

Now2. Duplicate of letter of transmittal. 

No. 3. Smith to Taylor, May 26. , 

No. 4. Smith to Taylor, June 5. 

No. 5. List of soldiers and citizens (16 in all) employed in the bureaus of the De- 
partment. Omitted as unimportant. 

No. 6. Haynes to Boggs, June 10. 

No. 7. Extracts from special orders issued in 1863 and 1864, authorizing parties to 
raise cavalry forces. Omitted as unimportant. 

No. 8. Smith to Taylor, April 22. 

No. 9. Anderson to Fauntleroy, April 26, 

No. 10. Pratt to Taylor, April 26. 

No. 11. A schedule of the inclosures 1 to 15. 

No. 12. Special order relieving Major-General Taylor from command, June 10. 

No. 13. Smith to Davis, June 11, inclosing letters from Taylor of April 28, May 
4, and June 5. ; 4 

No. 14. Boggs to Taylor, January 12, Matters of detail omitted. 

No. 15. Carr to Smith, June 10. 


rh 


General Taylor having reported the advance of the enemy’s Cav- 
alry to Pleasant Hill, on the morning of April 8, I wrote him the 


inclosed letter (numbered 2595). His headquarters was between . 


four and five hours by courier from Shreveport. The action was 


unexpectedly brought on by Mouton engaging the enemy at 5 o’clock — 


in the evening of April 8. 

I received General Taylor’s dispatch announcing the engagement 
at 4 o’clock on the morning of April 9, and rode 65 miles that day to 
Pleasant Hill, but did not reach there in time for the battle, which 
opened at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. On April 10, General Taylor 
returned with me to Mansfield, where the further operations of the~ 
campaign were discussed and determined’ upon by us. Banks was 
in full retreat, with the cavalry in pursuit. Our infantry was with- 
drawn by General Taylor to Mansfield for supplies. The country 
below Natchitoches had been completely desolated and stripped of 
supplies. The navigation of the river was obstructed, and even had 
our whole force been available for pursuit it could not have been 
subsisted below Natchitoches. General Steele was advancing, and 
to have pushed our whole force in pursuit of a fleeing enemy, while 
Steele’s column was in position to march upon our base and destroy 
our depots and shops, would have been sacrificing the advantages 
of our central position and abandoning the plan of campaign at the 
very time we were in position to have insured its success. 

General Taylor agreed with me that the main body of our infan- 
try should be pushed against ‘Steele, and requested that he might 
accompany the column moving to Arkansas. He selected the troops 
that were to remain, placed General Polignac in command, and 
gave him his instructions for pushing the retreating army of Gen- 
eral Banks. 

On the morning of April 11, I returned to Shreveport and made 
preparations for the prosecution of the campaign in Arkansas. On 
April 14, I received information that Steele had turned the head of 
his column and was moving toward Camden, General Price was 
instructed that the infantry were moving to his support. He was 
ordered to throw his force within the fortifications at Camden if he 
believed himself strong enough to hold them against General Steele. 
(See 2687.) If too weak he was directed to throw a division of cav- 
alry across the Ouachita and intercept all communication with and 
cut off all supplies going into Camden. (See 2678.) 

General Taylor arrived at Shreveport on the morning of April 16. 
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I med him that the change of Steele’s column and his march 
oward Camden had determined me in leaving him to conduct the 
_ operations on Red River, while in person I marched withthecolumn 
moving to Arkansas ; that should Steele retreat across the Ouachita — 
_ the infantry column under my command would be turned at Minden 
_ and take the direct route to Campti, and thus be in time to operate 
against Banks’ retreating column. 
___ In the mean time orders were given to remove the obstructions in 
_ Red River and to float the pontoon bridge down to Campti. Banks 
was reported ls oy 5 at Grand Ecore; Steele about occupying 
our fortifications at Camden. His dislodgment was an absolute — 
necessity. He threatened any movement down Red River against 
Banks. He held a strong base from which he could either unite 
with Banks at Grand Ecore or by a short line of march occupy 
Shreveport and destroy our shops, depots, and supplies while the 
army was operating on Red River below. _ 

The infantry passed through Shreveport on April 16. I moved in 
person to the neighborhood of General Price’s headquarters. Gen- 
eral Walker was halted at his camp, 19 miles from Minden, on April 
20, 21, and 22. By reference to the map* you will see that this was 
the strategic point from which he could be thrown rapidly to Cam- 
: den, Campti, or Shreveport, The fortifications at Camden were too 
: strong to be taken by assault. A few days’ delay in operations 
awaiting the arrival of the pontoon train was necessary. Minden, 
from its strategic position, was the point for detaining Walker dur- 
ing this delay. 

On April 17, I made my headquarters near Calhoun, in telegraphic 
communication with Shreveport, and a few hours’ distance from 
General Price by courier. e here submitted to me his proposed. 
attack upon the enemy’s train, which on April 18 resulted in the 
battle of Poison Springs, under General Maxey. On April 19, I 
found that General Price had not crossed any cavalry to the north 
side of the Arkansas River as directed, and that the day previous 
the enemy had received from Pine Bluff a commissary train of 200 
wagons, guarded by an escort of 50 cavalry. I immediately organ- 
ized an expedition of 4,000 picked cavalry, under General Fagan, 
who were ordered across the Ouachita, under instructions to destroy 
the supplies at Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and Devall’s Bluff, and then 
throw himself between the enemy and Little Rock. The destruc- 
tion of these depots would have insured the loss of Steele’s entire 
army. Neither man nor beast could be sustained in the exhausted 
country between the Ouachita and White Rivers. The destruction 
of the enemy’s entire supply train and the capture of its escort at 
Marks’ Mills by General Pavan precipitated General Steele’s retreat 
from Camden. He evacuated the place on the morning of April 27. 
By a forced march of 42 miles we overtook him at Saline Bottom on 
the morning of April 30. Our troops marched through mud and 
rain during the previous night and attacked under great disadvan- 
tages—tired, exhausted, with mud and water up to their knees and 
waists. Marmaduke’s brigade of cavalry, dismounted as skirmish- 
ers, opened the fight, and were hotly engaged through the morning. 
The battle closed at 1 o’clock, a complete victory; the enemy leaving 
his dead, wounded, wagons, &c., on the field. The rise of the river, 
which flooded the bottom for some miles, and the exhausted con- 
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*To appear in the Atlas. 
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of the enemy imperatively 3s presence. Hac 
Fagan, with his command, thrown himself on the enerey front on 
his march from Camden, Steele would have been broug: t to battle — 
~ and his command utterly destroyed long before he reached the Saline. — 
~ Ido not mean to censure General Fagan. That gallant officer taking | 
the road to Arkadelphia after the battle of Marks’ Mills was one of © 
- those accidents which are liable to befall the best of officer, 
the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry the infantry divisions of Churehill, 
sons, and Walker were marched by the most direct route to Lo 
siana, with orders to report to General Taylor. The evacuation of — 
Alexandria and the reoccupation of the lower Red River Valley — 
closed the campaign. 7 
T understand that efforts have been made in Richmond to have me 
relieved from command of the department. I know that facts will 
be misrepresented and distorted by certain parties in Louisiana who 
-— are waging a bitter war against me. I have made a plain statement 
—inadyvyance of my reports that Your Excellency might havethemeans 
of judging impartially of past events. = aS 
; While I believe that my operations in the late campaign, founded. 
x on true military principles, have been productive of at least as great 
results as would have been achieved by a different course, I do not 
- ask to be retained in command, but will gladly and cheerfully yield 
to a successor whenever it is deemed the interests of the. service require 
a change. 
Respectfully and faithfully, your obedient servant, 
K. KIRBY SMITH, 


General. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States, Richmond, Va. f 


SHREVEPORT, La., August 28, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the general commanding the 
department has been sick for the last ten days with an attack of acute 
dysentery. Being very weak, he directs me to write you as follows: 

I was very much surprised at receiving your telegram* informing 
me that no order was on file directing the infantry of my command 
to cross the Mississippi River. Your telegram implies that I should 
have followed the enemy’s troops lately operating in this department 
and that I was saredtans to so employ my forces as to prevent him at 
least from re-enforcing the armies of Grant and Sherman. I beg 
leave to submit the following résumé of events which have trans- 
poet since my arrival in this department, as also my plans for the 

ast campaign, and the reasons why I was unable to detain longer the 
armies opposed to me: 

After I reached the department, and before I could become fully 
acquainted with the character and position of the troops, the opera- 
tions against Vicksburg and Port Hudson absorbed all my attention. 
Banks’ first raid, in which he overpowered General Taylor at Camp 


* Davis to Chipley, August 8, 1864, sty 
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CAMPAIGN, 


, swept through the most productive portions of Louisiana 
1 caused the loss of our ip erkeendeoliin ; Whe navigation ofthe = 
Red River and Atchafalaya. This was cuboriinate to the investment. 


of Port Hudson. I made the best disposition I could of my troops’ 

_ to aid in the relief of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. General Tag io: 
with Walker's division drawn from Arkansas, moved secretly up the 

-Tensasin transports, and landing a few miles from where Grant crossed 

_ the Mississippi River, attempted a coup de main upon his communica-_ 
tions. The enterprise succeeded, but did not produce the important 

_ results anticipated, Grant having previously acquired a Baca of 


supplies upon the Yazoo River. (General Taylor now moved into the 
a Fourche country, where he operated successfully in interruptin 


the navigation of the Mississippi River between Port Hudson an 


New Orleans. His position became perilous after the fall of Port 
Hudson, and he recrossed Berwick Bay. . General Holmes reported 
that it was practicable for him to take Helena, and permission was 
given him to attempt it. The position was unsuccessfully assailed 
on July 4. The enemy subsequently advanced, General Price aban- 


~doned Little Rock, and our forces fell back to Camden. 


¥ ‘ 


~~ 


In the fall of 1863 the enemy made two attempts upon Texas. In 
the first, he landed at the mouth of the Sabine, where, by the gallantry 
of asingle company occupying a small fort, he was beaten, two of his 
gun-boats captured, and his design frustrated. He then concentrated 
a column at Berwick Bay in the season of low water, intending to 

roceed along the coast, drawing his supplies from its numerous 
inlets. I met this by placing Magruder’s small force at the Sabine, 
holding Taylor on his flank. The latter, by avoiding a general 
engagement, while he harassed and menaced his communications, 
caused him to retire, when by a brilliant rear-guard action General 
Green punished him severely. Banks then commenced his series of 
grand maneuvers upon the whole length of the coast of Texas. 
General Green’s division was transferred to Galveston and the mouth 
of the Brazos to meet a powerful force landed on Matagorda Peninsula, 

Throughout the winter General Magruder was occupied in foiling 
the designs of the enemy, who, numerically, was greatly hissuperior. 
This brings me to the point of time when the spring campaign openéd, 
and I beg you to remark the position of the opposing forces. My 
lines extended from the Indian Territory, through Arkansas, to the 
Mississippi and down to the mouth of the Red River, thence by the 
Atchafalaya to Berwick Bay, and from thence. by the coast to the 
Colorado. A small body of troops was engaged in observing the 
enemy at Brownsville. My forces were massed in three principal 
bodies, to wit, under Magruder, opposite Banks, on Matagorda Pen- 
insula; under Price, confronting Steele ; under Taylor, holding the 
lower Red River. The immense transportation of the enemy 
admitted of his taking the initiative with his entire force at any 
moment against any portion of my extended lines, while my limited 
transportation and the wide distances which separated my commands 
madeit impossible to effect rapid concentration or assume the offensive. 
My only alternative was to wait the development of the enemy’s 
plans, to retire before him until I effected my concentrations, and to 
endeavor to maneuver to throw the principal mass, if not my whole 
force, against one of his columns. i 

As L wrote you in the fall of 1863, I was satisfied that the line of 
Red River would be the line of his principal attack, because, as I 
then said, when the water rose so as to Eaaih his powerful naval 


- armament in | ion wit d 1 é 
[sic]. In accordance with this view, I had established las 
sistence and forage depots along the Bait ater et los 
_ try between Texas and Red River and between Camden and Natchi- 
ae eae I omitted to state that I had been obliged to 
-_ the Indian Territory to hold in check several thousand 
. Thayer at Fort Smith, and to cover Northern Texas, filled 1 ith di 
- loyal people. ‘The water in the beginning of ae — 
stage to admit gun-boats into Red River, General Banks ‘sud enl 
transferred his force to New Orleans and Berwick Bay, leaving bu 
6,000 or 8,000 men in Matagorda Peninsula, who subsequently joined 
him at Alexandria after the retreat from Mansfield. + SHE Te 
Between February 21 and 26, I directed General Magruder to hold 


Green’s division in constant marching order. On March 6, the divis-- — 


ion was ordered to move with dispatch to join General Taylor, who 
was embarrassed for want of cavalry. : 
On March 12, a body of 8,000 or 10,000 men, composed of portions ~_ 
of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, under General A. J. 
- Smith, moved down from Vicksburg to Simsport, and subsequently 
advanced with such celerity on Fort De Russy, taking it in reverse, 
that General Taylor was not allowed time to concentrate and cover — 
this most important work, our only means of arresting the progress 
of the gun-boats. The fall of the work and the immediate move- 
ment of the enemy by means of his transports to Alexandria placed 
General Taylor in a very embarrassing situation. He extricated 
himself, with his characteristic tact, by a march of 70 miles ies = 
the pine woods. Banks now pressed forward from Berwick Bay by 
the line of the Teche, and by the aid of steamers both on the Missis- 
sippi and Red Rivers concentrated at Alexandria a force of 30,000 
men, supported by the most powerful naval armament ever em- 
ployed on a river. 
As soon as I had received intelligence of the debarkation of the 
enemy at Simsport, I ordered General Price to dispatch his entire 
infantry to Shreveport, and General Maxey to move toward Price, 
and when Steele advanced, to join Price with his whole command, 
Indians included. The cavalry east of the Ouachita was directed to 
fall back toward Natchitoches, and subsequently to oppose, as faras 
possible, the advance of the enemy’s fleet. It was under command 
of General Liddell. All disposable infantry detachments in Texas 
were directed on Marshall ; and although the enemy still had a force 
of several thousand on the coast, I reduced the number of men hold- 
ing the defenses to an absolute minimum. General Magruder’s field 
report shows that but 2,300 men were left in the entire District of 
Texas. Except these, every effective soldier in the department was 
putin front of Steele or in support of Taylor. When this was accom- 
plished the disparity in numbers was frightful. Taylor had at Mans- 
field, after the junction of Green, 11,000 effectives, with 5,000 infantry 
from Price’s army in one day’s march of him at Keachie. Price, 
with 6,000 or 8,000 cavalry, was engaged in impeding the advance of 
Steele, whose column did not number less than 15,000 of all arms, 
Banks pushed on to Natchitoches. It was expected he would be 
detained there several days in accumulating supplies. Steele, on the 
Little Missouri, and Banks, at Natchitoches, were either but about 
100 miles from Shreveport or Marshall. The character of the coun- 
try did not admit of their forming a junction above Natchitoches, 
and if they advanced equally I hoped by refusing one to fight the 


with. my whole ‘force. | 
would come up first a 


ee 
_ lor. Neither believed that Banks could get advanced his afeeees 
aeross the barren country stretching between Natchitoches and 

_ Mansfield. ‘, 2 e 

__ Ireturned to Shreveport and wrote to General Taylor, instructing ~~ 

_ him to choose a hp cision in which to fight, and move a reconnais- 

_ sance in force and compel the enemy to display his infantry ; to no- 
tify me as soon as he had done so, and I would join him in the ; 
front, I hoped to derive an element of morale from the arrival of . 
Churchill’s command and my own presence at the moment of action. 

The reconnaissance was converted into a decisive engagement with 

_ the advance corps of the enemy (a portion of the Thirteenth and his 
_ eavalry), and by the rare intrepidity of Mouton’s division resulted 
_ in a complete victory over the forces engaged. General Taylor 
ushed forward his troops in pursuit, met, engaged, and repulsed 

he Nineteenth Corps, which was hastening to the support of the 

Thirteenth Corps. Price’s infantry came up from Keachie that 
' night. The next morning our whole army advanced and found the 
enemy in position at Pleasant Hill. Our troops attacked with vigor 
_ and at first with success, but by superiority of numbers were finally 
repulsed and thrown into confusion, The Missouri and Arkansas 
troops, with a brigade of Walker’s division, were broken and scat- 
tered. The enemy recovered cannon which we had captured, and two 
of our pieces were left in his hands. To my great relief I found in 
the morning that the enemy had fallen back during the night. He 
continued his retreat to Grand Ecore, where he intrenched himself 
and remained until the return of his fleet and its passage over the 
bars, made especially difficult this season by the unusual fall of the 
river. 

The question may be asked why the enemy was not pursued at 
once. I answer, because our seg were completely paralyzed by 
the repulse at Pleasant Hill, and the cavalry, worn by the long 
march from Texas, had been constantly engaged for three days, 
almost without food or forage. Before we could reorganize at Mans- 
field and get into condition to advance over the 55 miles of the wil- 
derness which separated the armies, the enemy was re-enforced and 
intrenched at Grand Ecore. If we could not whip him at Pleasant 
Hill in a fair fight, it would have been madness to have attacked 
him at Grand Ecore in his intrenchments, supported by a formida- 
ble fleet of gun-boats. No sustained operations for dislodging him 
could be undertaken, because it was impossible to transport supplies 
for the entire army from Shreveport, distant 100 miles. The enemy 
held possession of the river until he evacuated Grand Kcore. A 
large steam-boat which had been sunk in the narrowest part of the 
channel for the purpose of obstructing the passage upward of this 
fleet had to be removed before the river could again be used. 

Should I with the bulk of my forces pursue Banks until he left the 
Red River Valley, or should I march against Steele, who threatened 


| PX ae 


was, if possible, to mass my whole force against a si 
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was still slowly advancing from the 
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d for the following reasons : 
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ie ry. This had been done successfully against Banks. St 
ee cail Little Miscute: to the Prai 
D’Ane. I deemed it imprudent to follow Banks below Grand E 


‘and leave Steele so near Shreveport. Were I able to throw Banks : 


across the Atchafalaya, the high water of that stream would arrest 
my further progress. If Red River continued to fall it seemed prob-— 


ab e that Banks would be compelled to withdraw to Alexandria. — 


It was hoped that the falls would detain him‘ there until we could” 
finish Steele, when the entire force of the department would be free 
to operate against him. I confidently hoped that if I could reach 
Steele with my infantry to beat him at a distance from his depot, in 
a poor country, and with my large cavalry force destroy his army. _ 
The prize would have been the Arkansas Valley and the fortifica- 
tions of Little Rock, now too strong to be taken by either siege or 
assault with any force at my command. By the time my infantry 
reached Shreveport Steele had moved by his left flank to Camden. 


He held the fortifications we had constructed there. They were. e 


strong. I could not think of allowing Steele time to establish him- ~ 


self finally in Camden. “I moved upon the place. The enemy aban-— E: 


doned it. I pursued, overtook, and beat him atthe Saline. I failed 
to accomplish what I had reasonably hoped for, but succeeded in 
driving Steele from the valley of the Ouachita, with signal loss of 
men and material, and left myself free to move my entire force to 
the support of Taylor. . 

After the enemy left Grand Ecore General Taylor attacked his 
rear at Cloutierville, while a part of his force held his front in 
check at Monett’s Ferry. General Taylor’s force was too weak to 
warrant the hope that he could successfully impede the march of 
Banks’ column. After the latter reached Alexandria Taylor trans- 
ferred part of his command to the river below Alexandria, and with 
unparalleled audacity and great ability so operated on the enemy’s 
gun-boats and transports as to compel him, with a force quadruple 
his own, to abandon that important position. A temporary rise in 
Red River enabled Admiral Porter to get his fleet over the falls. 
Had he delayed but one week longer our whole infantry would have 
been with Taylor. 

Some idea may be formed of the character of our operations when 
it is stated that Walker’s division, from the opening of the campaign 
at Simsport to the time of its arrival at Alexandria, a period of 
about two months, marched 700 miles and fought three pitched 
battles. 

Information having been received that A. J. Smith’s command 
was proceeding up the Mississippi River, I threw Marmaduke across 
from Camden to dispute its progress. He attacked the fleet, dis- 
abled or destroyed three of its boats, compelled it to halt and land 
its infantry, which he engaged for ceca hours. 

Here ends the campaign in which, with a force of 25,000 men, all 
told, in the entire department, I drove back whence they came 
armies 60,000 strong, supported by an enormous fleet, inflicting im- 
mense loss in both men and material. Tt is not difficult to under- 
stand that at its close my forces required rest and reorganization. 


enemy. This was pe im . 
ps was sent to New York or Washington. The portions of the 
_ ‘Sixteenth and Seventeenth pee under A. J. Smith, were with- 

drawn to Memphis, delayed, as I have said, for a few days by Mar- 
_ maduke, while the Thirteenth Corps was dissolved by order of Mr. 
- Lincoln, thus leaving in Louisiana, so far as we could ascertain, the 


2 


' re-enlisted men of the Thirteenth Corps and the Corpsd’Afrique. I 


» should have mentioned that by a captured dispatch it was ascer- 


Mei SA eg 


tained that the command of A. J. Smith received on April 5 orders 

to immediately join Sherman at Vicksburg. The operations of Tay- 
lor on Red River and Marmaduke on the Mississippi prevented Smith 
from executing this movement until the middle of June, or for a 
period of more than sixty days. I had not sufficient reason to believe 
that there remained a large force disposable for an attack on Mobile. 
How could I employ my command s0 as to attract a large force from 
either Sherman or Grant, or prevent a movement on Mobile? First, 
no demonstration could be made on New Orleans because of the 
Mississippi River. Any operations in the La Fourche country would 
necessarily be hazardous with the enemy at Morganza; would have 
been barren of military results ; would have-ravaged a country from 
which we should have been obliged to withdraw whenever the water 
rose. In the second place, if I had seized a point on the Mississippi 
River with a view of causing the enemy to send a large force to dis- 
lodge me the attempt would have failed unless I had guns sufficiently 
heavy to contend with iron-clads. Had I had these my entire army 
would have been committed to their defense, and the ultimate result 
would probably have been a repetition of the Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson affairs. There remained a third plan, viz, to push a large 
cavalry force into Missouri and support the movement by occupying 
my infantry in operations against Steele. Should he weaken him- 
self to defend Saint Louis I might possibly take his works at Little 
Rock; Pine Bluff, and Devall’s Blatt, and recover the State of 
Arkansas. If he proved too strong for me I would be at hand to 
help Price extricate himself in case of failure or disaster. This plan 
I was putting in execution, and had it not been for the telegrams* of 
Generals Bragg and Lee, herewith inclosed, my infantry would have 
been now in the Arkansas Valley and Price would have been enter- 
ing Missouri. 

i have written thus at length in advance of my report, delayed by 
being unable to get the reports of my subordinate commanders, be- 
cause I learn that my policy and plans have been much discussed at 
Richmond, and that it has been charged that but for my errors much 
more important results would have been achieved. In this connec- 
tion I have only to remark that I have honestly done what appeared 
to me to be right and proper. I claim that my combinations lrave 
resulted in great successes, and beg to doubt whether more could 
have been accomplished under a different system of operations. 
Certain it is that my heart overflowed with thankfulness when | 
realized the fact that the valor and good conduct of the officers and 


* See p. 548, 
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ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Bocas, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of dispatch 
(No. 2171*) from department headquarters. Iconcurfullyinopinion _ 
that General Holmes should not be weakened, both for thé reason ~~ 
stated in the dispatch and because the enemy will certainly advance _ 
from Little Rock and Fort Smith unless some great disaster east  — 
should force him to withdraw troops from Arkansas. The brigade 
from General Holmes had _ best move down the Ouachita and report 
; directly to General Liddell, who will be instructed to keep it as near 
as possible to the Arkansas line. This will enable me to draw to- 
* ward the Red River or south of it the mounted force under Colonel 
Harrison. The views expressed in my communication of yesterday ~ 
are again respectfully urged, viz, that every soldier in Southern and 
Western Texas, over and above the small garrisons necessary, is out 
of the spring campaign. I most respectfully urge these views on 
the attention of the lieutenant-general commanding. To insure 
promptness in the movement of troops from Texas and overcome the 
natural repugnance of the commander of that district to see his force 
reduced, General Magruder could be assigned to command here until 
the campaign is over. His experience and capacity would be emi- 
nently useful to the cause. Whatever assistance and support I can 
give will be cordially afforded. There has been nothing definite 
from the enemy since my letter of yesterday, but I am more and 
more disposed to think that Banks will be forced to move Mobile- 
ward, Should this occur I shall throw everything forward to the 
Mississippi, and push mounted men (if I can concentrate enough of 
this arm) into the La Fourche. A few feet more fall in the Mis- 
sissippi will render this move safe and certain. Until I receive defi- 
nite information, however, the present arrangements looking to an 
advance this way will be maintained. 

I beg to inclose a copy of the last dispatch from General Polignae,+ 
who has displayed energy and capactty in his late operations. The 
loss of the guns is very unfortunate, They were taken to Trinity 
by the engineer department and not by any instructions of General 
Polignac, Orders have been given to prefer charges against Captain 
Randle, whose inefficiency is complained of. 


*Of March 8. +Of March 4. See p. 157, 


" Brigadier-General Bocas, 


-R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS DIsTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
1323 $5 Alexandria, March 9, 1864. 


A) Ohief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report as follows: The boats 


_ recently in the Ouachita have returned to the Mississippi, and there 
are now twelve lying at the mouth. Eleven feet reported on the bar 


at the entrance, and river falling at the rate of 8 inches per day; 


_ same rate of fall in the Atchafalaya. Twenty transports laden with 


horses have passed down within a week. 

On the 4th instant a brigade of cavalry was marching down the 
La Fourche toward Berwick Bay. Troops are still returning from 
Texas tothe same point. Spies from the La Fourche represent all the 


- enemy’s infantry moving to the bay, but there is no report from Col- 


onel Vincent for the last two days. If the enemy is concentrating 
anything more than cavalry at the bay he has changed his plans 
since Sherman’s visit to New Orleans, and an advance of Banks’ 
whole force by the Teche will indicate ¢o-operation by Sherman 
from Vicksburg or Natchez. I am anxiously awaiting news from 
Vincent to verify the La Fourche report. It can hardly be sup- 


- posed that Grant will permit any forces under his command to leave 


the principal theater of operations, yet common sense forbids the 
idea that Banks would move from the Teche asa base with his entire 
force without Sherman’s co-operation. The possession of Monroe, 
Harrisonburg, Alexandria, oun Washington is much desired by the 
Federals, as this would entirely cut off communication with the 
East, secure the navigation of the Mississippi from annoyance, and 
enable the pet scheme of colonization to be carried on, The next 
report from the Teche will decide the point as to the intentions of 
Banks. General Walker reports that ten days-will complete De 
Russy. Captain Devoe, engineer in charge, desires the planters on 
the river to send down the drift as rapidly as possible. From pres- 
ent appearance at the raft he states that if drift is sent down at 
once in sufficient quantities a most formidable obst ruction to the 
assage of boats will be insured. The planters in the vicinity of 
erceort ‘an be most speedily notified from department head- 
quarters, Pate 
a8 pec r, your obedient servant, 

pero any: 3 R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


rigadier-General Boces, Chief o, 

_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report as 

to Berwick Bay the enemy has twelve reg 
skeletons), six regiments of cavalry (small ar lly mount 

~ twenty-four guns. A brigade of cavalry was on the march doy 

‘the La Fourche fot the bay. This on the 8th instant, and no a 

pearance of a move. Should Banks move by the Teche and 

River we ought to beat him, and, I hope, will. Sherman has 

turned to Vicksburg. I shall not believe that he will_send a m 
this side of the Mississippi until he is actually in motion. Should he 
however, attempt a raid to assist Banks, he must move from Vicksburg 
to Monroe or from Natchez to this point. The former would not affee 
me here at all, and the latter would only foree me to leave Alexan- 
dria temporarily, holding the Bayous Robert and Boeuf. I am ar- 
ranging everything here to be moved in case of necessity, and General 

Liddell reports everything [ready] west of the Ouachita. There are 

thirteen boats at the mouth of Red River, including the six lately in _ 

the Ouachita. There are tem guns mounted at De Russy, and I feel — 
some confidence that nothing can pass, even if the obstructions are ~ 
removed. The non-arrival of the brigade from Arkansas will mate- 

rially interfere with my plans for General Liddell’s district, but I 

am satisfied that General Holmes should only be weakened in the — 

last extremity. *The movement from Little Rock and Fort Smith — 
will probably be serious, and it will be necessary to strengthen Gen- 
eral Hobnes This can perhaps be done to some extent from here, if 

Green arrives promptly and Sherman does not worry me too much. 

Even without Green I should hope to give a good account of Banks 

ifthe rivers will keep down.* Two twenty-fours on siege carriages. 

will be sent to General Liddell. With these and his light batteries 
he can interdict the navigation of the Ouachita. These guns possess 
the advantage of mobility, which more than compensates for their 
smaller caliber. Against iron-clads neither thirty-twos nor twenty- 

: fours are of any use. Sharpshooters in our narrow streams are bet- 

ter than either. If the 30-pounder Parrott sent to Shreveport from 

Harrisonburg can be returned to General Liddell on asiege carriage 

the defense of the Ouachita will be more certain’ than by any fixed 

3 work we can arm. If the lieutenant-general-commanding still de- 

e sires to place guns in position on that stream two or three heavy guns 
should be furnished. Either 8-inch guns or 32-pounders (rifled) 
are required to arrest armored boats. At present Catahniats Shoals 
are impassable, which is the very best defense possible. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRICT OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Boaas, Chief of Staff: 
JENERAL: I have the honor to report that the enemy are concen- 
trating at the bay, so as to leave’no doubt of their intention to move 


* Portion between asterisks inclosed as M in Smith’s report of June 11, 


te when he can. 


he TAYLOR, 2 
Major-General. 


: HEADQUARTERS sarees loa DEPARTMENT, 
res TEVE; La,., Mar 2, 1864. 
_ Maj. Gen. R. Tayor, TOG gee 
a Commanding District of West Louisiana: 

_ GENERAL: I am instructed by the lieutenant-general commandin 
to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the 6th an 
9th instant, and to say that General Green’s command is being 

_ pushed forward largely re-enforced. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF West LOUISIANA, 


Alexandria, March 13, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Bocas, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: Ihave the honor to inclose herewith copies of the latest 
dispatches from General Walker, and my instructions to him, which 
will fully explain to youthe position of affairs here. There is no late 
news from the Teche. Banks’ army still at Franklin and between 
that point and the bay by last accounts, and preparing for an early 
move. Mouton’s brigade is encamped at Lecompte, but has been 
ordered forward this morning to Yellow Bayou by the way of Ever- 
green. Polignac’s brigade will reach here to-day, and will be moved 
in position to re-enforce General Walker if necessary. In view of 
the possible necessity for removing the Government property from 
this point I shall detain such steam-boats as are now here, which will 
eut off my supply of corn unless relieved from some other source, as 
my army is now subsisted entirely from the upper Red River Val- 
ley. I therefore respectfully ask that some of the largest boats able 
to navigate the river be ordered to load at once with corn and sent 
down to me, 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Ee 
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oe i ABADQUA 
goat Long Bridge, hear Mae 
Maj. Gen. R. TaYLor: ae OS - “a Ss 
- Scurry’s and Hawes’ brigades are at this place, 
from foe the Bayou du Lac road. I have withdra 


~ from Marksville. My trains are near Bayou du Lae bridge. 2 ee 
eral Scurry informs me that the enemy's force, judging from the — 
number of transports (twenty-seven), is about 18,000. They have 
perhaps a regiment or two of cavalry, and drove in General Scurry’s” 
- pickets about an hour and a-half ago beyond Moreauville. Their 
advance has not yet reached that point. The bridge across Bayou” 
De Glaize has been destroyed ; also at Yellow Bayou; and I am now 
having the Long Bridge torn up but not burned, as my object is to 
delay the enemy, and to destroy it wholly would not in the present — 
low stage of the water delay them many hours. I feel most solic- 
itous for the fate of Fort De Russy, as it must fall as soon almost as 
invested by the force now marching against it. It is very doubtful 
if the enemy have sent any number of Soa ee Red River, but 
there are several gun-boats trying to make their ay up, and have 
assed the mouth of Black River. Ishall endeavor to hold the enemy 
in check here, but it will be unsafe to linger here should Fort De 
Russy be reduced, which would enable the enemy to throw his whole 
force up Red River as high as Alexandria, and in that case we would 
be thrown back upon the desert toward the Sabine. I should be 
glad to have your views upon the situation. ’ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WALKER. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA,  ' 
Alexandria, March 13, 1864—6 a, m. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. WALKER, 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding has received your four 
communications of yesterday’s date, one of them written at 5.30 p. 
m., inclosing dispatches, and another of them written at 7 p.m. If 
the force of the enemy landing at Simsport is such as to admit of 
your fighting him with the least hope of success, the sooner you 
attack him the better. He should be attacked, if possible, before 
his landing is completed. Should he be in such largely superior 
force, however, as to compel you to fall back, you will not fall back 
on the island toward Marksville, but by the De Glaize road in the 
direction of Evergreen. Mouton’s brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Gray, is at Lecompte, and will be ordered this morning to form a 
junction with you by way of the Huffpower. General Polignac 
arrived here last night. His brigade will probably be here to-day. 
Tt will be ordered to your support as soon as possible. In falling 
back by the De Glaize road, should you be compelled to do so, you 
would be covering Fort De Russy to some extent, as it is not likely 
the enemy would march immediately in toward the fort, leaving you 
on his flank. Every hour that the enemy is held in check by your 
presence in his front or on his flank must be improved to get every- 


gh SE poner: thal bap tyres ree 
at Simsport may be part of Banks’ 
ne € major-general commanding wil 

you as soon as he can get things in trim here. You will 
e, however, to advise him frequently at these headquarters — 

of the movements of the enemy and yourown. = as oe 
_ By command of Major-General Tayior : | 


1 nd and not 


£ 
nu 


: AH. MAY, - 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
- [Inclosure No. 3] 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT or WeEst LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 13, 1864. 


General WALKER, ; 
Commanding Division : a 
_ Generau: No news of an advance on the Teche. Gray’s brigade 7 
will be ordered to Evergreen, where you can direct it to join you if 
you wish. Polignac’s brigade will be here to-night. It will be 
pushed on to join Gray or sent down by boat to unite with you via 
_ Marksville, as you may advise me to-day or the news from below 
may indicate. Close, sharp, quick fighting is our game where there 
is any reasonable chance of success. The enemy have not trans- 
portation enough to move more than 6,000 men at a time, and 4,000 
of your men can whip any such force. Any severe check to the 
head of their column Jontt. probably break up this expedition, The 
work on the fort can be prosecuted to the last moment and the 
negroes, &c., brought off by boat. Scurry’s pickets east of the 
Atchafalaya have doubtless been notified and can make their way 
over by crossing below. Wemust risk a great deal to prevent the 
loss of our material at De Russy. I doubt if the enemy under any 
circumstances will take time to invest the place. If the garrison 
can resist a cowp it will prevent the passage of the river by boats, 
Make the best arrangements you can in accordance with these views. 
I must remain here until further developments and prepare for any 
_ contingency. Should it appear that the force at Simsport comes 
from below the number will not exceed 5,000, if somany. I répeat, 
_ the loss of our material at De Russy and the occupation of Alexan- 
' dria by the Federals would be a great disaster, and, therefore, we 

must take more than ordinary hazards in fighting. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


1 ED Wan Fen 


(No. 2275.] 


HEADQUARTERS T'RANS-MIsSISSIPP] DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., March 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLor, 
Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: I inclose youcopyof a telegram sent General Magruder 
yesterday. I doubt whether this will strengthen Green’s division by 
more than three regiments. Brown’s and Debray’s regiments are 


General Green. They each nun 
robably the two best cavalry regime! 
y the-disbandment of the State forces General Magru 
in the Eastern Sub-District has been reduced to someth nder 6,0 
effective men. The re-enforcements that may be expected from 

Texas will not be large. My information from Arkansas is that t. 
enemy are evacuating Fort Smith, concentrating at Little Rock, a: 
reparing for a speedy advance. Orders have been issued for o 
_ little force in the Indian Territory to concentrate near Laynesport, 
_ where they will be in supporting distance of the Arkansas comu and é, 

-when the enemy develops his movements. I have just had an inter- — 

view with Mr. Martin ordon. [If his estimates are right such an 

a, overwhelming force will be thrown in the department that we may 

~ expect being forced back into the interior till our columns come 

__ within supporting distance. Your attention is called to the estab- 
: 
g 
L 


lishing of a depot of supplies at Natchitoches. I still think that 
the enemy cannot be so infatuated as to occupy a large force in this 
department when every man should be employed east of the river, 
where the result of the campaign this summer must be decisive of 
our future for weal or woe. If I am right in my premises the only 
field for great results in this department is the District of Arkansas, 
s; and a concentration must be made there this summer for the recovery . 
- of the Arkansas Valley. General Price has relieved General Holmes ~~ 
se in the District of Arkansas. : 
.. By a gentleman just from Vicksburg, and whose statement is en-. — 
titled to great credit, I learn that Sherman’s corps had arrived at 
Vicksburg and gone up the Mississippi in transports. The people 
about Vicksburg state that their destination is Little Rock,. whither 
Sherman goes to re-enforce Steele. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General. 


{(Inclosure. No. 2274.] 


SHREVEPORT, La.. March 12, 1864. 


Major-General MAGRUDER, 
Houston, Tex. : 

Lieutenant-General Smith directs that you order immediately all 
the force at your command in the Eastern Sub-District of Texas to 
Louisiana, reducing the garrisons to the minimum. The cavalry 
will be pushed [forward] to report toGeneral Taylor, at Alexandria 
the infantry ordered to Shreveport. It is left optional with you to 
accompany the command. These orders must becarried out without 
delay. Urge the Governor to put his State troopsin the field imme- 
diately. The column moving on Alexandria must keep General 
Taylor notified of its movements by means of couriers; the infantry 
marching to Shreveport the same to department headquarters, by 
the telegraph and courier lines already established. Push forward 
all the powder disposable to this point. 'Teams must be impressed if 
necessary. Heavy columns of the enemy are about moving from 
Little Rock, the Mississippi River, and Brashear City. " 

W. R. BOGGS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


2) Pons ey 


am DQUARTER Trans: Mussissterr Depa FMT, 
ss zeta Shreveport, La., March 14, 18 
Commanding District of West Louisiana: 


with about the same amount of cavalry. This includes his State 


_ troops. After a careful consideration of the objects of the enemy’s 


operations the lieutenant-general commanding feels convinced that, 


in addition to the occupation of Monroe, Harrisonburg, Alexandria, 
and Washington, which would give them undisturbed navigation of 


the Mississippi, the greet cotton is with them a great object. 
From the best information he can get he supposes there are about 


150,000 bales of cotton in Louisiana. He therefore directs that so 


soon as you feel satisfied that the enemy will move in force you have 
all the cotton east of the Ouachita, and also all south of Alexandria, 


__ burned, with the exception of such as has been exempted in orders, of 


which you have copies, and also such as you may deem indispen- 
sably necessary for the subsistence of the loyal people living in those 
sections. He thinks it will be but just and humane to do this, leav- 
ing a small amount—say from 5 to 20 bales, as circumstances may re- 
quire—to support such families as may have no other resources upon 
which to live, and aho have to remain within the enemy’s lines. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
Lecompte, March 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: My previous communications, inclosing copies of dis- 
patches received by me from Major-General Walker, have given you 
all the information relative to the movements of the enemy which 
was in my possession prior to this afternoon, when I met General 
Walker. “The only feasible time and place for attacking the enemy 
was while his land force was marching from Simsport along the 
Bayou De Glaize, removed from the support of his gun-boats and 
the force which was sent on transports up Red River. As the coun- 
try was somewhat favorable I had directed General Walker to delay 
the enemy until I could take down Mouton’s division, but the greatly 
superior strength of the enemy prevented him from attacking or 
even attempting to delay him in his rapid advance, and thus further 
operations in that section became impracticable. Several gun-boats 
reached Alexandria at about 4.30 p. m. to-day. All the stores and 
Government property have been removed, principally on steamers, 
and the trains are now en route to Natchitoches. The necessity for 
taking the troops to some point on or near the river where forage 
and subsistence can be had, and where the river can be used for its 
transportation and for transporting other troops which may be sent 
as re-enforcements, renders Natchitoches the available and desirable 
point for these purposes. The forces of the enemy which advanced 


_ GeyeraL: Your communication of the 12th instant has been re- 
ceived at department headquarters. A copy of it has been sent to — 
General Price, who had previously been written to of the supposed — 
_plansof theenemy. General Price’s force is less than 5,000 infantry, 


ss delay necessarily arose, and the brigade 


warded, by which it will be seen that the enemy is advancing 
the Teche. I have ordered Colonel Vincent to fall back ll 
 lousas and Natchitoches road to the latter place. Fort De Ru: 
was captured yesterday evening, but I have no details relative + 
the affair. Major Douglas, chief of engineers on the staff of the — 
~ lieutenant-general commanding, left. the fort a few hours before its — 
_ investment and reported to me the result of his observations and. 


Same. 


r! an . is Pe 
regiments had been sent from Harr 


ht and came to this point this morning, 


dispatch? from Colonel Vincent, a copy of whic. 


with for- 
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labors at that place, and has doubtless communicated to you the: 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., March 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, ; : 
Commanding District of West Lowisiana: 


GENERAL: By direction of the lieutenant-general commanding I 
have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications 
of the 13th and 14th instant, inclosing communications from Major- 
General Walker in relation to the enemy’s movements, and giving 
information of the disposition of your command. I inclose dispatch 
received last night from General Magruder : : 

Three regiments of Green’s brigade have left Henmpstead—one on the 18th, one on 
the 14th, one to-day. Major’s brigade and remainder of Green’s will move from 
Hempstead by to-morrow. Two regiments of Major’s brigade how at Galveston will 
be at Hempstead day after to-morrow. Debray’s regiment (seven companies) moves 
to-morrow via Liberty. Terrell’s will move on Friday via Navasota. All the troops 
being hurried forward fast as possible. 

J. E. SLAUGHTER, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 

The commanding general directs me to say that this delay is un- 
accountable and the route taken most unaccountable. Everything 
will be done to push this command forward and General Magruder 
called upon for an explanation for not obeying the orders sent him 
promptly. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp, 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssISsIPpPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, March 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. Tayntor, Commanding, ke. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose you a dispatch + just re- 
ceived from General Price, from which I infer that you have to deal 


*Of March |4. See Part II, p. 1040, + Not found, 
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t Mobile, have gone to re-enforce is se 


Thave ordered the whole infantry force of General Eacess 


to this point, amounting to some 4,000 or 5,000. They — 


of the river as high as Natchitoches? Tf so. advi Id a] 
urier, tai = so, advise me by return 


29 Natchitoches. With these and the four brigades of cavalry from 

_ Texas we must dispose of Banks. — se 

_ Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

re E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Ineutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District or West LoumsIANA, 
In the Field, March 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas,. << 


Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I had the honor on the 15th instant of addressing you 

on the subject of the fall of Fort De Russy and the consequent occu- 

ation of Alexandria by the enemy. I have directed Major-General 
Walker to forward me a full report of his movements from the time 
of the enemy’s landing at Simsport to the date at which I joined him 
on the Bayou Boeuf, embracing all the particulars he can furnish 
relative to the loss of the fort. A copy of this will be forwarded to 
you as soon as possible. 

In view of the presence of the enemy at Alexandria and the ad- 
vance of Banks’ forces from below, coupled with my inability for 
the want of cavalry to learn what disposition was being made of the 
Alexandria forces, I deemed it prudent to march my army to a point 
from which I could always have my line of retreat open to Natchi- 
toches or advance upon Alexandria, as circumstances might require. 
Tam now encamped on the old Opelousas and Fort J sup military 
road, at a point (Carroll Jones’) 46 miles from Natchitoches and 12 
from Cotile, where I shall remain until further developments, Hav- 
ing so little cavalry my information in regard to the enemy is very 
scant. He has a considerable force of infantry at Alexandria, ten 
gun-boats and over twenty eaDspories No boat has as yet passed 

’ over the falls. One light-draught gun-boat made the effort, but 
failed. Theriver has been falling for several days. Colonel Vincent 
arrived with his regiment last night. I have ordered him to-day to 
scout down as near Alexandria as possible on the Bayou Rapides road, 
and hope to have definite information from him to-night. I am to- 
day drawing supplies of corn and corn-meal from the country around 
Alexandria, on the Bayou Rapides, and Cotile. Thus far the enemy 
has sent no force outside of town. He waits, I presume, for a june- 
tion with Banks’ troops before he develops his plans. The cavalry 
force moving up from below is reported to be large, accompanied 
by a very large train. I have sent my trains and the heads of the 

arious departments to Natchitoches, and directed the official busi- 
ness of the district to go’on as usual. Captain Gray, of the courier- 
line. was to have remained at’ Cotile after the occupation of Alex- 
andria, but mistaking his orders has gone farther back. ‘The com- 
munication with department headquarters will be re-established and 
complete, however, in a day or two. Notwithstanding the rapidity 
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uld be here the 27th instant. Will you be able to hold a point 3 
all the boats up and I will send down the troops | 
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~The above has been held over for the purpose of giving the latest _ 

intelligence. Having heretofore been completely in the dark through- _ 
out all this movement, owing to its extreme and unexpected rapidity, 

I have at length succeeded in organizing a system of information, — 

At the time I joined General Walker he was unable to give me any of - 

a definite character. - Colonel Vincent is now in position on the roads 


leading from Alexandria, and his report corroborates the statements 
of a prisoner brought in last night, which are to this effect: The 
enemy’s force consists of one division, as follows: Three brigades 
of the Sixteenth Army Corps and. one brigade of the Seventeenth 


Corps, the whole under the command of Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith,and 


numbering at the most 10,000 men. This force marched from Sims- 
port on Monday, the 14th, reached the Marksville Prairie road, 
diverging to Fort De Russy on the same evening, and sent out two 
regiments, which assaulted and carried the fort after an hour’s fight- 
ing. Three brigades were then sent up to Alexandria on transports 
and one remained at the fort. There are only afew mounted marines; 
no cavalry. My scouts were opposite Alexandria last evening. 
There were several gun-boats and a number of transports ; too dark 
to distinguish how many. Eight feet water-is reported to be on the 
falls and the river rising slowly. No boats have as yet attempted to 

ass. The advance of the enemy’s cavalry force from below reached 

ille Platte on the evening of the 17th. I expect full reports of the 
composition of this force to-day. Captain Stewart’s company, steam- 
boat men, has been ordered to report to you without delay, as per 
instructions from your headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT oF WEST LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, March 19, 1864—12 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, 

Chief of Staff, Shreveport : a 
GENERAL: Your dispatches of the 18th instant have just been 
received. I regret that, having no key, I have been unable to deci- 
pher the dispatches of General Magruder. My present. position is 
at McNutt’s Hill, about 15 miles above Alexandria, on the Bayou 


Rapides road, and I consider 10,000 an overestimate of the enemy’s 


force in Alexandria. It is probably about 7,000. I am greatly in 
need of cavalry, having nothing of that arm except the Second Lou- 
isiana, which is jaded by constant service and long marches. With 
the re-enforcements of which you advise me in your communication 
of the 18th instant I shall cheerfully undertake to dispose of Banks’ 
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and any other force which may be sent against me. In reply to 
_ your > erwin ree be able to hold Natchitoches, I ake to - 
‘state that I shall hold all I can. The force from below has not yet 
reached Alexandria. The force in that town is a portion of the Six- 
_ teenth Army Corps, and perhaps a small portion of the Seventeenth. _ 
_ From the fact that General Sherman has moved the force he had at 
_ Vicksburg up the river, I am inclined to believe that the troops in 
_ front of me have been transferred to General Banks to supply the 
_ drafts on him for garrisons in Texas. I have information upon 
_ which I rely that his force, originally destined for a campaign into 

this valley, did not exceed 13,000 men. It is a large estimate, there- 
- fore, to put his whole force, after a junction of the two columns, 


down at 23,000. If Gi Perle: in Georgia should cause the with- 
drawal of General Polk’s forces from the Mississippi Valley, Banks’ 
force might be increased somewhat by weakening his garrisons on 
the east bank of that stream. I have sent two guns to Major Doug- 
las and have requested him to place them in position at the junction 
of Cane River and-the Bon Dieu, near Grand Ecore. I examined 
the position myself last year and deem it favorable for preventing 
the passage of the enemy’s transports up the river. The guns re- 
ferred to will be manned by the artillerists who made their escape 
from the water batteries at Fort De Russy. 

My ipabity to decipher General Magruder’s dispatches is the more 
annoying as I am particularly desirous of knowing the movements 


of General Green. 
$ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; 1, A ebOae 
Major-General. 
c 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, March 19, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. R. TAyLor, 
Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: I have directed an officer of the Missouri, with thirty 
torpedoes and a crew of men selected for the purpose, to proceed 
down the river and obstruct it with torpedoes at some point below 
Grand Ecore. I will direct the officer to report to you should he 
find you below, otherwise to report to Captain McCloskey, who is at 
Grand Ecore, upon consultation with whom he will fix a point at 
which the feenadces are to be placed. If practicable I would sug- 
gest their being used below Cotile, otherwise the vicinity of the falls 
below Grand Ecore might be selected. As soon as the torpedoes 
are placed in position the boat and crew will return to Shreveport. 
Arrangements should be made by pickets and couriers so that the 
party on the boat can be notified in time of the passage over the 
falls of the enemy’s gun-boats or the advance of a party of the 
enemy. I send down by the boat a signal corps under Sergeant 
Landry, who will assist in notifying thg officer in charge of the tor- 
pedo-boat of the movements of the enemy. When they get through 
with this duty they are Hehe to Repork we 

f sir. verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee td Ef. KIRBY SMITH, 
Liewtenant-General, Commanding, 
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formed a junction with General Steele, to Marshall and Tyler, Tex., 
for the purpose of destroying depots and stores. I would suggest, 
therefore, that the approaches to Shreveport be guarded, unless you 
are apprised that General Green can join me at sone point farther 
down the river. Natchitoches is an unfavorable position, and cannot, 
I think, be held by me against the combined forces of the enemy with- 
out re-enforcements. My fighting men are about LLZLR [7,000]. 
The total want of cavalry deprived General Walker of all adequate 
means of information of the enemy’s force on the Bayou De Glaize. 
* The three companies he had beyond the Atchafalaya were, of course, 
cut off by the enemy’s sudden debarkation at Simsport, and did 
not rejoin him until after he had reached Bayou Boeuf. Captain 
Cassidy, commanding one of the companies of steam-boat men, and 
posted opposite Alexandria, reports 8 feet of water on the falls and 
the river rising. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIsSIsstPpPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., March 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. Taytor, 
Commandiny District-of West Lowisiana: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the lieutenant-general commanding 
to acknowledge the receipt of your communications of the 18th and 
19th instant, giving informagion of your own and the enemy’s move- 
ments. Price’s division left its camp 95 miles from this point on the 
20th. General Price reports the enemy preparing to advance from 
Pine Bluff. The lieutenant-general commanding thinks if they do 
so it will be by way of Monticello, Bastrop, and Monroe, go as to co- 
operate with any force which might operate from the lower Oua- - 
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_ they be sent to Shreveport. — 


ra 
* 


sent Capt. A. H. May, assistant caine ga es 


_ {fo bring up to Natchitoches a siege gun which was at Plaisance. 
ree 


al4r4 eutenant- oneral commanding has en inf in gebee > 
fee teat wate _on the bank oft been informed that thre 


L er) is: Hbv Kis’omaq bvoqye By destiny is one]. The 
lieutenant-general commanding directs that if there are any siege 
or sea-coast guns below which are not to be mounted immediate 


Very respectfully, 
KH. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp, 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
Carroll Jones’, March 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, Chief of Staff: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my little cavalry 
force, consisting only of one regiment (the Second Louisiana Cay- 
alry), met with a very serious disaster last night. About 9 o’clock 
its position near Cotile was surrounded, the regiment surprised, and 
a greater portion of it captured. Colonel Vincent made fia escape, 
but I fear the other field officers were captured. Prisoners brought 
in this morning report that the enemy’s cavalry in very large force 
forded the bayou to the right of Colonel Vincent's position during 
the afternoon at a point and advanced by a road unknown to my 
best scouts. I am satisfied that they were guided by jayhawkers, . 
This disaster leaves me with little or no means of obtaining informa- 
tion in front of a very large force of the enemy’s cavalry. I am 
therefore compelled to fall back behind the Kisatchie and wait until 
I can effect a junction with General Green, to whom I have sent a 
courier via the Burr’s Ferry road to hasten his movements and notify 
him of my whereabouts. When communications ceased to arrive 
from Colonel Vincent last night, suspecting some unusual occur- 
rence, I sent down a staff officer (Captain Elgee), of whom I have 
not since heard, and much fear he was captured. This regiment was 
only a few miles in advance of the infantry, and every precaution 
that suggested itself to my mind had been taken. No blame what- 
ever can attach to the officers and men of this regiment, for I never 
saw a better. A battery of four guns was captured with the regi- 
ment. In order to obtain information from the river I considered 
the position occupied by Colonel Vincent as of the last importance, 
and warranted me in incurring more than ordinary risk. To obtain 
information of the enemy’s moving on the river I have now to de- 
pend on arrangements previously made@at Natchitoches. From that 
point Captain May, acting assistant adjutant-general, will report 
what occurs on the river to department headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ° 
R. TAYLOR, 


Ma jor-Gene ral, 


_ field guns wer n th he river at the upper falls, near — 

& Alexanc and fell into the enemy’s hands. He iota that you. 
~ ascertain whether this is true, and 
_ officer at Alexandria for the reason why these guns were not removed, — 

__ as they are reported to have been near the water’s edge and could — 

_ easily have been taken on board one of the several boats which left 

on the agstees of the enemy. The Richmond key-word (in depart-- 
~ ment cip 


; if so, call upon the ordnance — 


Col. §. 8. SSO sear 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Shreveport: 
~ CoLoneEv: I have the honor to hand herewith inclosed copy of a — 
~ communication of Maj. E. Surget, assistant adjutant-general, tome, 
dated 21st instant, 9 p. m., which is forwarded for the information o 
- the lieutenant-general commanding. The instructions with regard - z 
to picketing the country below contained in said communication have 
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ANDERSON, 


TS 
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already been given to Col. Louis Bush, commanding Fourth [Seventh | 


- Louisiana Regiment Cavalry. The major-general commanding hav- — 


ing directed that the 30-pounder Parrott and 24-pounder should not 


be planted at the mouth of Cane River below Grand Kcore, Thad — 
them placed early yesterday morning on the steamer Beauregard ~~ 


(the most available boat), to be sent to Shreveport. The lieutenant- 
general commanding’s letter (or, rather, Lieutenant Cunningham’s 
letter, No. 2354) to the major-general commanding reached here an 
hour ago, directing that any siege guns below not to be mounted 
immediately should be sent to Shreveport; The Anna Perret (a 
boat that I sent up the river for wood) should have been at Grand 
Eeore this morning. I have directed Major Robertson, in charge of 


the Beauregard, that if the Anna Perret is at the landing at Grand | 


Ecore, and the two guns can be transferred to her in an hour or so, 
so that the Anna Perret can go on to Shreveport this evening, that 
they must be transferred to her. If the Anna Perret is not at the 
landing Major Robertson is directed to proceed at once with the 
Beauregard to Shreveport to deliver the guns. As the Beauregard 
has ammunition on Loan. I had previously ordered her up to 


Blair’s, a point on Red River opposite Pleasant Hill, to wait for - 


orders, unless advised of the approach of the enemy, in which event 
she was to leave for Shreveport without orders. The Pauline, with 
commissary stores, the Beauregard, and Texas were the only boats 
at Grand Ecore early this morning. The Texas arrived about 2 
o’clock this morning with Captain Jones, of the signal corps, and 
Captain McCloskey on board, and would have been off down the 
river by sunrise, perhaps, but for some derangement to her ma- 
chinery, which I understand delayed her at Grand Ecore. She had 
not left at 11 o’clock this morning, but was expected to get off during 
the day. Before getting on the Texas Captain McCloskey started 
the falls artillery up to the Cut-off. By last courier from depart- 
ment headquarters I send Major Douglas’ communication of 20th 
instant (8 p. m.), advising the 32-pounder gun at Plaisance be sent 
for at once. In view of the force of the enemy’s cavalry and artil- 
lery in front of James’ Store, referred to in Major Surget’s communi- 
cation of 21st instant, and Captain Jones’ intended operations on the 
river below Grand Ecore, and from the further fact that there is no 
available boat at Grand Ecore, unless it be the Texas, I have referred 
Major Douglas’ letter with regard to the gun to Captain McCloskey, 
and left it with him to send for the gun if in his discretion it is 
sracticable to do so. He will do all he can, _I have advised Captain 
McCloskey of the position of affairs about James’ Store—at least, I 
sent Major Douglas’ letter to Grand Ecore for him as soon as T read 
it, and had but a few moments before sent to him the substance of 
Major Surget’s communication of 21st instant, so far as it referred 
to him and the movements of the enemy. My impression is that my 


commanding with regard to General Liddel 
< Aas eed a letter ae 
a : in Stewart's company of caval 
here at 3 o’clock mpesiontlyation acon for, Shreveport by way — 
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ded to him at once. 


_ of Grand Ecore. There was no boat here i 

_ could be sent to Shreveport. ae a ie Sores 
____-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee ie A. H. MAY, 
Bee rity P78 A Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ P. S.—A courier has just arrived from the Saint Maurice line, 
_ reporting that there is a gun-boat 15 miles below Grand Ecore com- 
- ing up. ; eg: 


te LATER—8. 20 p. m. 
_ Having doubts as to the correctness of the information given by = 
the courier from the Saint Maurice line as stated above, and prefer- ; 
ring not to trouble you with unreliable news, I immediately sent the x 
courier back to Grand Kcore to wait there and let me know if the 4 
un-boat came up. I also dispatched pickets to Gurney’s, 8 miles’ —— 
below Grand Ecore, by water, to gain such information as could be 
obtained. The courier who brought the news in the first place has 
returned with the intelligence that the report of a gun-boat coming 
up was false. I am satisfied the pickets in the direction of Saint 
aurice were mistaken in the first report. In the interim, while 
‘delaying the courier for Shreveport, a courier arrived from the 
major-general commanding with a communication for Brigadier- 

General Boggs, which goes with this. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A, H. MAY. 


I have sent a reliable officer now to the lower end of the Saint 
Maurice line of couriers to take charge of the pickets and send no 
uncertain news. The Texas has gone below Grand Kcore. 


{Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS District of West LOUISIANA, 
Near Carroll Jones’, March 21, 1864—9 p. m. 


[Capt. A. H. May:] 

CaPraIN: Themajor-general commanding directs that you will keep 
up a perfect system of communication as low down as Monett’s Ferry, 
to give you advice at Natchitoches of any movement of the enemy up 
thecountry. There must bea picket also at the junction of Cane River 
and Red River below Monett’s Ferry to report the passage of boats. 
This must be organized independent of these headquarters, as with 
the rising river and an advance of the enemy by the river road and 
boats at the same time we onthe pine-woods road could learn nothing 
of their movements. This line, however, must be made strong 
enough to communicate any information obtained across to these 
headquarters on the Kisatchie road as well to Natchitoches. Every 
movement of the enemy must be communicated promptly. Assign 
to this duty the most reliable and intelligent officer you can get not 
engaged in more important seryice. If you can get no other or 


Mer 


Sah ea VO 


Prig e  e 


ity his judgment suggests. Let him have ing prepared 
acing the oe by sinking the Falls City, eter ei 
ow down the river as possible to form a barrier to the passage of 
‘boats.. Your line of pickets on Cane River will communicate with 
these headquarters by lateral roads leading from Wahnsley’s and 
‘other points. Write General Liddell to this effect.. If he learns of 
-a movement of the enemy up Red River he will leave a small body _ 

of troops to operate on Red River above the mouth of Black, to an- 


noy the enemy’s boats as much as possible, and throw the bulk 
of his force in the direction of Campti, or higher up still, as cireum- 
stances and the movements of the enemy may render necessary, in 
order to be within striking distance of these headquarters. As it 
may not be possible for the major-general commanding to communi- 
cate with the line of pickets and scouts on Cane River, the com- — 
manding officer must act on his own judgment, always advising 
these headquarters, however, whenever he makes a change. Keep 
everything in readiness to start up the river at a moment’s notice, if 
necessary. 

Our cavalry (the Second Louisiana) yesterday had some skirmishing 
with a superior force of the enemy, but drove him back. To-day their 
advance was of a more serious character, coming up with a large 
cavalry force, infantry, and artillery, He was checked, however, 
and our outposts remain the same at James’ Store, the enemy being 
immediately in front. In the event of a positive advance of the 
enemy it will not be possible to hold this position, as with his vast 
superiority in mounted force (some 5,000 or 6,000) he can harass us 
at every point. We have as yet but Colonel Vincent’s regiment, 
which is in a jaded and worn-out condition. The major-general 
commanding has heard nothing from General Green up to this time. 
If the intelligence from the front indicates an advance of the enemy 
in full force to-morrow, as Banks’ entire command probably reached 
Alexandria to-day, we will fall back by the Fort Jesup road as being 
the most direct practicable route to Shreveport. Communicate the 
contents of this letter to department headquarters, that the lieuten- 
ant-general may be advised of the situation here. 

Very respectfully, 


EK. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS District of Wrst LOUISIANA, 

Natchitoches, March 23, 1864—10.30 p. m. 

Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to hand with this a communication 
of this date from the major-general commanding to Brig. Gen. W. 
R. Boges. Nothing new to report with regard to the enemy’s move- 
ments below. <A lieutenant of the Second Louisiana Cavalry (Lieu- 


not give the date when apace bors the falls, 


nd Cotile, and Red River and Cane River on both sides from the 


with him by courier-line perfect. Captains McCloskey and Jones 
. went up on the Texas this Berne 3 4 o’clock, leaving Acting Mas- 
ter Larmour, of the Missouri, with 10 men and the detachment of 
the signal corps at Grand Ecore. Six torpedoes were placed in 
_ the river to-day, 3 miles below the ferry at Grand Ecore. It was 
_ thought impracticable to send a boat for the 32-pounder gun at Plais- 
_ ance, in view of the enemy’s presence about Cotile. Indeed, there 
- was no boat available to send after Major Douglas’ communication 
_ to me with regard to it was sent, and as it turns out now the major- 
pers commanding had already sent to Plaisance and had the gun 
uried. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A’ TH. MEAN; 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


.. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Near Beasley's, Kisatchie River, March 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor io acknowledge the receipt of dis- 
patches from department headquarters of the 2Ist instant. I am 
now encamped between the two branches of the Kisatchie River, 28 
miles from Natchitoches, 12 miles from Cane River by a road which 
- erosses it above Cloutierville, and 4 miles from the junction of the 
’ Fort Jesupand Mount Pleasant road. Without cavalry this is the 
most favorable position for my infantry to await the arrival of Gen- 
eral Green, to whom I have sent couriers both by the Burr’s Ferry 
and Sabinetown roads, and through them expect to get some infor- 
mation by to-night. From General Green I have heard nothing up 
to this time. I have directed him to march by the eet! and Fort 
Jesup road to join me. My want of cavalry is lamentable, and my 
only means of gaining information is by flying scouts on the enemy’s 
flanks, whuse reports come in but slowly, as they cannot come to 
me by the direct roads. *[As soon as Green joins me I shall assume 
the offensive, and hope to be able to do so without the assistance 
of General Price, as | do not doubt the intention of the enemy to 
move forward from Arkansas.]| My forage and subsistence must 
be drawn from the valleys of Cane and Old Rivers, from which latter 
I am 7 miles distant. With the assistance of batteries posted on 
the hills this side of Cane River I may be able to check any move- 
ment of the enemy by that road. I have no reports of a reliable 
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* Portion between brackets inclosed as N in Smith’s report of June 11, 1864, 


mformation for what it is worth: do not think it amounts to — 
2. Ihave reliable officers about Monett’s Ferry to give informa-— 
sromptly of any important movements of the enemy. A force 
s been sent down to picket the country between Monett’s Ferry 


“mouth of Cane River up. All quiet yesterday along General Lid- — ee: 
dell’s lines. His headquarters at Columbia, and communication 
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-dark and stormy, the rain and hail falling in torrents. Throug = 
_ the treachery of citizens the enemy were enabled to surround the — 


pickets and thus throw themselves into the midst of Colonel Vin- 
cent’s camp before he was aware of their presence. The result of — 
my investigations on this matter is that no blame can attach to — 
this officer. My want for artillery horses is rrp res IT want 
at least 100, and respectfully ask that some intelligent officer be 
sent through the country between Shreveport and Natchitoches to 
make impressments. Many families are leaving for Texas, from” 
whom animals could be obtained, as they are no longer needed for — 
urposes of cultivation. The three tield pieces alluded to in your — 
ae (2354) were left on the river bank above Alexandria; learn- 


ing which, on the second day after the enemy’s arrival, Major Brent — : 


went down for the purpose of removing or destroying them, but — 
found they had been removed by the enemy. The ordnance officer | 
at Alexandria has been required to report on this matter. Appar- 
ently it was through his negligence that this unnecessary loss 
occurred. As already advised, two siege guns have been shipped 
to you from Natchitoches. The 32-pounder which -was at Plais- 
ance, and which Major Douglas agreed to remove if he could find 
the means, I had buried, as it was not possible to get it away with 
the means at my command, the boats having all gone above, and 
the transportation by land being too slow to escape the enemy’s 
cavalry. General Liddell has received instructions covering all 
contingencies in the event of an advance of the enemy from Ar- 
kansas. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—If the pontoon train preparing at Shreveport is ready, I 
respectfully ask that it be sent down to me by the Mount Pleasant 
road, as it can be of great service. 

R.-T. 


HEADQUARTERS District or West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Beasley's, March 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL : Since my last I have no new moyement of the enemy 
to communicate save the withdrawal of his forces from the Bayou 
Rapides toward Alexandria, for the purpose, I presume, of concen- 
trating on the Bayous Robert and Boeuf to meet Franklin’s infantry 
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‘be e stated, my 
mation nefit me. 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. §.—My opinion is that the enemy’s force when united will not 
exceed 24,000. It is possible also that the force from Sherman’s 
army, some 6,000 to 8,000 strong, may be withdrawn when Banks’ 


whole army arrives. 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, March 24, 1864. 


Brigadier-General Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL : In anticipation of the arrival of General Green’s forces 
I would respectfully request that as large supplies as possible of for- 
age be sent down to Grand Ecore, or such other point on Red River 
as my pickets may designate as safe. My means of land transpor- 
tation being limited, it will be impossible for me to supply from the 
interior so large a number of animals. I received toner a dispatch 
from Brigadier-General Major, commanding Green’s division, dated 
Hempstead, 17th instant, advising the advance of his troops. The 
courier who brings it, and who appears a reliable man, does not con- 
sider the command will cross the Sabine before the 26th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS DistTRIcT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, March 24, 1864. 
Col. 8. 8: ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL : I have the honor to hand, herewith inclosed, for the 
information of the lieutenant-general commanding, copy of letter 
dated 23d instant from General Liddell to me. LI also hand for his 


eft o : : : : 
re was not a large force of caval: 
econcilable upon the supposition that Banks’ . 
was not about the town, but out on Bayou Boeu 
this time to-day from Colonel Bush’s scouts or officers in the dir 
tion of Monett’s Ferry. The river at Grand Keore has risen about 
1 foot during the past four days, and is rising now at the rate of 2 
~~ inches in twenty hours. atten at eee 
3 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


+ 


A. H-MAY, =~ 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Since the foregoing was written I have received a dispatch* from, 
or written by direction of, Lieutenant-Colonel Bringier, of which you 
have copy with this. oa 


[{Inelosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS SuB-DistRicT OF NorTH LOUISIANA, 
Columbia, March 23, 1864. 
Capt. A. H. May, ‘ Jaga 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Natchitoches: 


Caprain: I have been directed by the lieutenant-general com-— 
manding to burn all the cotton without delay east of the Ouachita 
which has not been disposed of by the Government. He informs 
me that the position of the major-general commanding is such as to 
— render it difficult for me to communicate with him, and further 
_ directs that I put myself in communication with General Price. 
; Immediately on receipt of these instructions I issued the necessary 

orders for the burning of the cotton as directed, feeling well satis- 

fied, too, in my own mind that this part of country is threatened, 

and the danger of the cotton falling into enemy’s hands is becoming 
; imminent, requiring me to take action without further delay. 
Colonel Capers, commanding at Harrisonburg, dispatches me, under 
date of the 22d instant, that— 

A man who left Natchez on Monday last (the 2ist instant) reports a large cavalry 
force crossing at Vidalia, bringing their pontoon bridges with them, The object is 
said to be to go across the country to Alexandria. 

As soon as the cotton is burned and I can collect the seattered 
forces of my command I design moving all transportation to the 
rear and moving my command to the assistance of the major-gen- 
eral commanding toward Red River, unless otherwise ordered by 
department or district headquarters or by General Price. 

Very respectfully, &e., 


; 
BE ig yl ik Ole 


Vie 


ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL, 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, March 24, 1864, 
Col. S. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
_ COLONEL: Capt. George Sweney, a steam-boat man, well known 
* in Shreveport, left Alexandria on the 21st instant at 2 0’clock. As 


~* Not found, 


know whether citizens would be paid for cotton, &c., taken from 
them. His reply was: ‘ We did not come here to buy ; we came to 
take.. At the end of the war those who can establish that they were 
loyal to the United States when their pap perty was taken from them 


ae, ay ale ae 


will be paid for it.” The negroes were all gone from Cotile down to 
Alexandria. Those not carried off by their owners had run away 
or been taken by the Yankees, Captain Sweney was taken prisoner 
by a squad of~Yankee cavalry at Judge Boyce’s house on the night 
of the 21st instant. They kept him prisoner in the neighborhood 
until the evening of the 22d, when they released him. Captain 
Sweney says there was no force of the enemy about Cotile on the 
evening of the 22d, the force that operated against the Second Lou- 
isiana Cavalry on the night of 21st having gone back to Alexandria, 
or in that direction. -The only advance of the enemy this side of 
Cotile up to the time that Captain Sweney passed up was by a small 
force of cavalry that came out to Mrs. Griffith’s, this side of Cotile 
3 miles, on 20th, and went back. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. MAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssIssIPP! DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., March 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, hig 
Commanding District of West Lowisiana: 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs me to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 19th instant, 
and to say General Price’s division will be at Shreveport to-morrow 
morning. He directs that you keep him constantly advised whether 


rou n 
is point represents the water very loy | 

- Very respectfully, your obedient servant. ; 
ee ae ~_-K, CUNNINGH, 
ee. sae Lieutenant and Aide-de-( 


2 > 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 

; In the Field, March 26, 1864. + 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boages, face: 3 he 
Chief of Staff : ~~ 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of dis- 

tches from your headquarters of the 24th instant. It will be per- 
fectly practicable at the present time for General Price’s command — 
to be transported by water to Grand Ecore. Should there be danger 
§ I can always advise it in time to land at Biair’s Landing, 34 miles © 
: ~ above Grand Ecore by water, and 15 miles across via Jordan’s Ferry _ 
= 
, - 
s 


and Bayou Pierre to Pleasant Hill. This would save 60 or 70 miles — 

of marching. The question of supplies will be a serious one, and 

should receive immediate attention. The enemy will ravagé and 
es exhaust the whole territory he now possesses, and my army is mak- 
ing heavy drains upon this section, and to this will be added the 
demands of Green’s large cavalry force. I would therefore suggest 
that as large a number as possible of flats and barges be prepared to 
boat supplies of corn and subsistence down the river in the event of 
low water. I am still ignorant of what disposition the enemy has 
made or is making of his large force, and have no news of Green 
since I last wrote you. The difficulty of obtaining accurate intelli- 
gence is greatly enhanced by jayhawkers. The whole country 
between this and Alexandria swarms with these outlaws, who are 
allied with the enemy and acting in his interests. Several of our 
scouts have been murdered, and it is more dangerous for small par- 
ties to pass through the pine woods than it would be to penetrate 
the enemy’s lines. Besides, the intimate acquaintance of the country, 

ossessed by these people renders it impossible to escape their vigi- 

ance. The arrival of one, or two even, of Green’s regiments will 
change the whole aspect of affairs. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


a 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT oF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
Near Beasley's, March 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to report the arrival this evening of 
an officer of Green’s advance regiment, sent on to advise the approach 
of the division, which is moving from Jasper via Milan and Sabine- 
town, which point the first regiment will reach to-morrow. No 
movement of the enemy northward from Alexandria up to this 
morning, though I anticipate an advance to-morrow or the next day, 


Y 


* y 2 


ee 2 HEapQuaRTERs Dist 
j 31 g. Gen. w. R. Boaas, 


Chief of Staff: 
_ GeneERAL: I have the honor to report that the enemy have 
advanced from Alexandria, coming up Bayou Rapides as far as 
_Monett’s Ferry last evening. Asit is not wate for General Green 
to join me in force for several days, I fear I will be compelled to fall 
back to Fort Jesup and Pleasant Hill, which will be a great calam- 
ity, since it is much more difficult to assume the offensive from 
either of the above points than from my present position, T had 
hoped to hear something in regaid to General Price’s advance from 
your communication of the 26th instant, but presume the lieutenant- 
eneral commanding did not consider it safe to dispatch these troops 

* water to Grand Ecore. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Mf : R. TAYLOR, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
E Near Dr. Scruggs’, March 28, 1864—8.50 o’clock. 
_ Capt, A. H. May, Pte 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Natchitoches : 
4 Captain: The enemy made their appearance last evening at 
Monett’s Ferry, but there is no sign of them this morning. I have 
sent scouting parties to the front. I have to request that you will 
be pleased to order back to these headquarters all men and officers 
of my command, many of whom are straggling in Natchitoches. 
Under directions from major-general commanding will keep you 
informed of any important movement of the enemy. 


Very respectfully, W. G. VINCENT 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches— 5.30 p. m. 
Respectfully referred to Col. S. 5. Anderson, assistant adjutant- 
eneral, for information of the lieutenant-general commanding. 
f there are any men of Colonel Vincent’s command straggling 
about this place I have not been able to see them, nor has the com- 
der of the post. 
am 4 A. H. MAY, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{cS Pad 
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an es lo lee 


Fort Jesup road to report to you and join the cavalry 
Vincent, wherever it may be. Keep sending supplies t 
moment. Pee see 


-Caprarn: Colonel Vincen 

ince at Monett’s Ferry. Ma 
egard to Government property. — r 
tarted down send up and stop th Blai C 
advance regiment of Crooks division has been ordered ac 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a ee 
-H; SURGET;— = 


: Assistant Adjutant-General. — 
“You will warn Major McPhaill, commanding Green’s advance, 
in ease the enemy’s movement will not admit of his going to Natchi- 
toches. ° ony 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEST LOUISIANA, > 

aoe Natchitoches, March 28, 1864—5 p.m. 
Col. 8S. S. ANDERSON, Assistant Adjutant-General: ae 

CoLoneL: I had the honor at 2 p.m. to-day to forward you official 
copy of a communication [I had just read from Maj. KE. Surget, | 
assistant adjutant-general, giving information that Colonel Vin- | 
cent’s latest dispatches advised the enemy’s advance at Monett’s: 
Ferry. Since then I have received a dispatch direct from Colonel 
Vincent, giving later intelligence than Major Surget had when he 
wrote the communication referred to above, copy of which I sent 
you. Colonel Vincent’s dispatch to me is dated this morning at Dr. 
Scruggs’. He says the enemy made their appearance last evening at 
Monett’s Ferry, but there were no signs of them this morning. He 
had sent scouting parties to the front. Dr, Scruggs lives at Clou- ~ 
tierville. He has a plantation 4 miles below there on Cane River. 
Colonel Vincent will keep me advised of any important movement 
of the enemy. I inclose you the original dispatch* from Colonel 
Vincent. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. MAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—I have just received a communicationt to Brigadier-General 
Boggs, chief of staff, from the major-general commanding, which 
goes with this. 


A. H. M. 


HEADQUARTERS District of West LOUISIANA, 
Beasley's, March 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have just received a letter from the Hon. D. F. Ken- 
ner, stating that my communication of the 23d instant had been con- 
* See p. 511. , 
{ See following communication, 


‘did not desire re-enforcements, and therefore 


ill’s livision had been detained at Shreveport. M language = 

“As soon as Green joins me I shall Rice te offcisive, mit Fe 
to be able to do so without the assistance of General Price, as _ 
not doubt the intention of the enemy to move forward from : 


3? 


nsas.” I can scarcely conceive how this could be interpreted 
into a declaration that I did not want re-enforcements. At the time 
I did not know where Price’s troops were, or at what time they could 


have rendered it impossible to send them to me, and I only desired 
to assure the lieutenant-general commanding that I would do all in 
my power without Price’s troops in case they could not be sent. It 
is most unfortunate that my desire to relieve the lieutenant-general 
commanding from embarrassment should involve a delay in sending 


on the 17th. On the 28th, his leading regiment has not reached me 
here. If to obtain re-enforcements itis necessary to set up a clamor 
and urge the abandonment of all the department for my selfish ends, 
~Icannot doit. I have given the lieutenant-general commanding 
the most hearty and cordial support in all cases. I have never 
“uttered a complaint. I have been willing to shoulder all responsi- 

bility for the good of the cause, and feel deeply grieved that so little 
anxiety Saeetk be manifested to strengthen my forces. When Green 
"joins me, I repeat, I shall fight a battle for Louisiana, be the forces 
of enemy what they may. 


¢ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, 

3 Major-General. 
‘ HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 

e 


: Shreveport, La., March 29, 1864. 
' Maj. Gen. R. Tay or, ee 
Commanding District of West Louisiana : 

GENERAL: The lieutenant-genera] commanding directs me to say, 
in acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the 28th, 
that Price’s division arrived at this point on the 24th instant. It 
numbers 4,000 bayonets. The ammunition is in bad order, much of 
it unserviceable. It has been compelled to wait for good ammunition. 

-Meanwhile it is being reorganized into two divisions. The develop- 
ments of three or four days will decide the lieutenant-general com- 
manding whether this force will be pushed straight to you or moved 
to meet Steele, who is reported advancing upon Washington, Ark., 
with 10,000 men and twenty-four pieces of artillery. Should he move 
rapidly, so as to come soon within reach, it may be best to fight him 
first above, which will make a larger force disposable to be sent you 
if we are successful. Should you fall back beyond Natchitoches, the 
lieutenant-general commanding desires that you examine the coun- 
try in the vicinity of Spanish Lake with reference to its susceptibil- 
ity of defense. A pesition there would secure water transportation 
as far as Blair’s Landing. He directs that as many supplies as pos- 
sible be accumulated at eta ca Pigseys Hill. 

ory r ; rour obedient servant, 
sa cae E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 
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sr See ee ee possible movements in Arkansas might - 


re-enforcements to this army. Green was to have been at Alexandria ~ 
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 Brigadier-General Boas, — . a€. = erage 
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Chief of Staff : eee axe 


-. GENERAL: The enemy for two days has been massing his forces = 
~ . at Monett’s, and threw over his first troops at 4 p. m. to-day. This _ 


deprives me of the forage and subsistence on Cane River, and will 


- throw me back on Pleasant Hill to await Green and obtain supplies. — 
Every wagon that can be obtained in the country should be sent to 
me with shelled.corn. To take the offensive I must retrace my steps — 


over this road and strike for Alexandria. The road passes through 


a barren pine region the entire distance (some 80 miles). The posi- — 
tions I have taken up has restrained the enemy, enabled me to for- — 


age, covered Cane River, and preserved my communication with 
By eaveport and with Green’s line of march. Had the enemy been 
enterprising he might have inflicted severe loss on me, as I have not 
had mounted men to picket the roads. None of Green’s command 
have come up yet. One regiment will probably reach me to-mor- 
row, but several days will elapse before the first brigade of three 
regiments can get up. Natchitoches will fall into the enemy’s pos- 
session and a frightful destruction of property must occur. uch 
time must ensue in preparing for the offensive before we can move 
from Pleasant Hill. Two weeks have elapsed since the fall of Alex- 
andria, and I have cherished the hope from day to day that assist- 
ance would reach me before I was forced to give up the producing 
country. The infantry and trains will move on Pleasant Hill to- 
morrow via Jesup. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIstTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, March 30, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 
I reached this [place] some two hours since. The enemy is within 
12 or 14 miles in full force. He will occupy the place in the morn- 


ing if he sees proper. Only one of General Green’s regiments has » 


reached here. It will go to the front in the morning. The regiment 
numbers 250—no very heavy re-enforcement. The next regiment 
numbers 350, with more than half the men reported unarmed. It 
will reach here to-morrow. No more can arrive for several days. I 
feel some disappointment that no more interest was felt in Texas to 
push the troops rapidly to me and well armed. When Texas was 
threatened I voluntarily offered troops to defend her, and sent them 
well armed and with full supplies of ammunition. Besides, I have 
constantly expressed my entire willingness to serve under the com- 


mand of General Magruder in case he could not consent to his troops » 


coming to my assistance. Your dispatch of the 29th instant (No. 
2460) has just come to hand. I respectfully suggest that the only 
possible way to defeat Steele’s movement is to whip the enemy now 
in the heart of the Red River Valley. Price’s command could 
have been here on the 28th, and I could have fought a battle for the 
department to-day. To decline concentration when we have the 
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Tb Drees 


7 fort to hold the country to Blair’s | 

he only ion where I can await Green’s forces and secure 
tence and forage. The enemy is in formidable numbers, pre 
; verrun the 
unless all the means at our disposal are used ener 
vent him. I most respectfully call attention to the 
_ days after the fall of Fort De R 

_by the enemy only 250 re-enforcements have reached me. 


‘ _ R, TAYLOR, 


to hol 


etically to pr 
act that sixteen 


Your obedient servant, 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 

2 ; Campti, Murch 31, 1864. 

_ Brigadier-General Boaas, Chief of Staff: Be 

_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I left Natchitoches to- 
day at 11 a. m., just before the head of the enemy’s column reached 


the place. Iam on the steamer Frolic, and shall proceed to Blair’s . | 
to inspect the road to Pleasant Hill, at which pie the main body - 


of my troops will encamp to-night. General Liddell has been ordered 
to throw te larger portion of Harrison’s brigade on the river at and 
above Campti, witha battery of artillery. I propose placing artillery 
below Blair’s, on the westside. By this means I hope to secure navi- 
gation down to Blair’s, and thus sustain the troops at or near Pleas- 
ant Hill, From all I can learn, it will be ten days before Green’s 
command will reach me, one regiment under Major McPhaill having 
alone come up. The troops ordered here from Texas, excepting 
Green’s original division, have been directed to halt in Polk County 
until further orders, so lam informed by Lieutenant-Colonel Her- 
bert. If this be true, Green will bring me less than 2,000 men. Had 
I conceived for an instant that such astonishing delay would ensue 
before re-enforcements reached me I would have fought a battle 
even against the heavy odds. It would have been better to lose the 
State after a defeat than surrender it without a fight. The fairest 
and richest portion of the Confederacy is now a waste. Louisiana 
may well know her destiny. Her children are exiles ; her labor sys- 
tem is destroyed. Expecting every hour to receive the promised 
re-enforcements, I did not feel justified in hazarding a general en- 
gagement with my little army. Ishall never cease to regret the 
error. 


Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 
Natchitoches, March 31, 1864—11.15 a. m, 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
COLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that the last dispatch 
from Col. W. G. Vincent, who is inthe front, represents the advance 


River Valley, and he must and will succeed 


ussy and the opening of the campaign 


ine eee Major-General. 


‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, —G = 
; A. HeSAYS = 
[ Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


[No. 2514.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., March 31,.1864.. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, : 
Comdg. Dist. of West Lowisiana, in the Field: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 29th instant. Major Thomas has been directed 
to collect supplies at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. Colonel O’Ban- 
non will endeavor to collect wagons through the country below for 
the purposes desired by yourself. He has no disposable transporta- 
tion here at his command. Your chief quartermaster might send 
his own agents above Natchitoches with instructions to collect the 
transportation of the country. Steele was at Arkadelphia on the 
morning of the 28th, with four brigades of infantry, a division of 
cavalry, and thirty pieces of artillery. A brigade was moving to 
his support from the upper Arkansas. His force is estimated at 
from 10,000 to 12,000. _* His lineof march will probably be by Wash- 
ington. He comes inthe most favorable direction for our operations. 
Should these columns push on our position gives us great facilities 
for concentrating on one or the other. While General Price’s force 
is not sufficient to engage the enemy with his large cavalry force, 
he should retard their advance, and, operating on their line of com- 
munications, make their movement extremely hazardous, if not dis- 
astrous. If the enemy moves up from Alexandria in the force re- 
ported you will be compelled to fall back toward Pleasant Hill and 
Mansfield. A general engagement should not be risked without 
hopes of success. The enemy have now west of the Mississippi some 
50,000 men operating against us. We do good service in giving oc- 
cupation to so large a force, which should be employed in the cam- 
paigns in Georgia and Virginia. The destruction of either of the 
little armies at our disposal would be fatal to the whole cause and to 

-the department. Our rdle must be a defensive policy where the 
enemy is largely our superior, and where our columns come within 
a practicable distance of each other, concentrating rapidly upon and 
crushing one or the other of the enemy’s column. Our situation 
here, with the enemy coming from Washington on the east bank of 
Red River, and from Natchitoches on the west bank, is extremely 
favorable for successfully effecting such a concentration. The delay 
of Green’s command in reporting to you is most extraordinary. I 


*From this to end of dispatch is inclosure No. 1 (No. 2514) to Smith’s report of 
June 11, 1864, 
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“Maj. Gen. R. Taytor, 


- letter of 28th instant. Ido not regard myse 
_ interpretation that may have been given to my letter of 23d instant. 
_ It certainly was not justified by anything said or felt by myself. I 


_had at that very time sent to you the Northern estimate of the force - 2 


Pe 


your obedient pes oi 
“HK. KIRBY SMITH, == 
— Lieutenant- General. — 


aan HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssissipPI DEPARTMENT, — 
Shreveport, La., March 31, 1864. 


=. Commanding-@e: —- eae 
GENERAL: I have the honor to erp the receive of your — 
f responsible for any 


in your front, which I believed merited some credence or I would _ " 
not have forwarded it. While I know you do not call for re-enforce- 


ments unless compelled by necessity, that you appreciate the inade- é 
quate means at my disposal, and have always given me a hearty and . 
cordial support, I object to the tone of your letter, which is an un- | 
just complaint, founded on a private letier of a civilian. Mr. Ken- : 


ner was given access to your letter of the 23d instant to relieve his 
anxiety in regard to your position below, certainly not expecting 


_ that he would write anything to impair or yep the harmony - 


and good understanding that has always hitherto characterized our 


official relations. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
[No, 2510.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, . 
Shreveport, April 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TayLor, se, 
Commanding District of West Louisiana: 

GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of 30th ultimo. The arrival of the Texas troops in 
an unarmed condition should be examined into and reported fully 
upon. General Magruder telegraphs that he issued arms to them 
before they marched. The delay of the arrival of the Texas cavalry 
is both vexatious and annoying. Due allowance, however, must be 
made for the great distance to be marched over, The concentration 
of Price’s infantry with you on the 28th ultimo could not have been 
effected. It was only on the 30th the ammunition for that command 
arrived, It is now organized and prepared to move in any direction 
that circumstances may demand. General Steele, re-enforced by the 
Fort Smith command, marches with probably 14,000 or 15,000 effect- 
ive men. I have had no definite reports since the arrival of General 
Steele on the 28thultimo. His preparations indicate the determina- 
tion to press rapidly on. Further developments of the enemy’s 


gery 
ply 


“movements will determine the column ‘upon which the. mcentratic 
‘must be made. I would call your attention to the dispatches 


Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 4 


General Magruder inclosed in my letter of the 31st ultimo. — 


= 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
aes 1eSe Ee ao) KIRBY SMITH, — 


* 


HEADQUARTERS DIstRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 

Pleasant Hill, April 2, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Boaes, 
Chief of Staff: ; 

GENERAL: I have the honor toacknowledge the receipt of dispatches 
No. 2510, of the 1st instant, and of 2509, of the 31st ultimo. No dis- 


' patches to General Magruder were inclosed in the latter. The enemy 


reached Natchitoches at 2 p.m. on the 31st ultimo. The advance, 
five regiments of cavalry and a battery; troops close in the rear. 
Skirmishing, with some Ge on both sides, continued up to the town. 
Last night three regiments of cavalry reached Dupont’s Bridge, at 


the head of Spanish Lake. My cavalry was directed to hold Du- | : 


pont’s Bridge to cover my left flank, but failed to remain there. 
The commanding officer will probably be arrested. Colonel Bagby, 
who arrived yesterday, went to the front to take command. Mc- 
Phaill’s regiment (250, of which 50 unarmed) and Bagby’s regiment 
(350, of which 125 unarmed) constitute his force. Vincent’s regi- 
ment is so used up that I have sent it near Blair’s Landing for the 
time to rest. Debray’s regiment (510, well armed) should reach me 
to-day. All other troops from Texas have been directéd to cross the 
Sabine at Logansport and join me via Mansfield. The route by 
Sabinetown is no longer safe. General Green arrived last night. 
He informs me that he found two officers of General Magruder’s 
staff at the Sabine, with orders to turn back all transportation 
beyond a limited amount to each regiment. As we shall require 
every wagon that can be obtained to haul subsistence and forage, I 
respectfully call the attention of the lieutenant-general command- 
ing to the subject. An officer of General Bee’s staff, just arrived, 
informs me General Bee has been instructed to leave six of his 
eleven ordnance wagons on the Texas side of the Sabine. Six of the 
enemy’s vessels were at Saint Maurice, 15 miles below Grand Ecore, 
last evening. Pickets report them gun-boats, They are probably 
transports with some artillery on board. I have directed the troops 
of General Liddell at Campti to go down and attack them, and keep 
at them until land forces are thrown on that side of the river, which 
is not yet the case. Depots are being created at Mansfield and 
Keachie, and I am using every effort to get up forage from Blair’s 
Landing. 15 miles distant. The force of the enemy is composed of 
the Nineteenth Corps, under Franklin, say 7,000; the Thirteenth 
Corps; under McClernand, 10,000; 6,000 of Hurlbut’s Sixteenth 
Corps from Vicksburg, and four brigades of mounted men under 
General Lee, The whole amounts to 24,000 or 25,000 men. Although 
these estimates are much below others, I give them with diffidence, 
not having had the means to force the display of enemy’s strength 
without fighting a battle. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


__ Tealled General Smith’s attention to the t importanc i 
_ enforcements immediately. What was m seta ica Sane eee ss 
_ did not desire any re-enforcements. I exclaimed that that was impossible. He said 

_ that you had so written, and called for your last letter, which tie Waniled me, call- 
_ ing my attention to that passage, &c. ; 

__ Here follows the quotation from my letter of the 23d ultimo, given 

in full in my communication of the 28th ultimo. Although Mr. 
Kenner is a civilian, I considered his statements reliable and felt 
hurt that such a construction should have been placed on my 
language. I 27h ceases Cit have been the first commander possess- 
ing ordinary sense who voluntarily declined re-enforcements while 
retreating before a superior force. My susceptibility in this matter 
was very materially augmented by a recurrence to the events of last 
year. fter the withdrawal of Gesiaral Banks from Alexandria it 
was frequently stated by an officer of your staff (Surg. S. A. Smith, 
inspector of hospitals), supposed by the public to possess your con- 
fidence to a greater degree than any officer of the department, that 
I was alone responsible for the enemy’s raid through Louisiana, for 
that in his hearing you had offered me troops, and I[ had declined to 
receive them. This statement Surgeon Smith repeatedly made to 
respectable gentlemen in Alexandria. Believing that the statement 
was made through ignorance, I did not permit it to make any im- 
pression on my tink and did not even contradict it when repeated 
to me. The statement of Mr. Kenner revived the recollection of 
the circumstance. I am not desirous to escape any just responsi- 
bility, and feel conscious that much blame properly belongs to me 
as the immediate commander to whom was intrusted the defense of 
Louisiana, now in possession of the enemy. In reviewing my com- 
munication of the 28th ultimo I can find nothing disrespectful or 
improper, and I am fully impressed with what is due from a subordi- 
nate to his military superior. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Cece) \ ae Pat Rede 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 3, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 

_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that Brigadier-General 
Churchill, with the forces under his command, reached Keachie this 
morning. I have directed him to remain at that point until further 
orders, hoping to have an answer to my communication to depart- 
ment Eaindartors relative to the future campaign to-night. If I 
receive no orders to the contrary, and certain regiments of Green’s 


Ver ectfully, your obedient Bryant as Ase eae 
ery respe yy . te TAYLOR, 
; . : Major-General, Commanding. =a 
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HEADQUARTERS DistTRICT OF WeEsT LOUISIANA, = 
Mansfield, April 3, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Boaes, eee 

Chief of Staff: a, 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report my arrival here from 
Pleasant Hill, which latter point I left about midday. I found it 
impossible to forage the command at Pleasant Hill, there being no 
corn nearer than 20 miles. Blair’s Landing was practically much 
farther, owing to the crossing of Bayou Pierre, a stream nearly as 
wide and deep as the main Red River. 

On the evening of the 1st instant, fearing the enemy might attack - 
the troops arriving from Texas via Sabinetown, as his advance had 
reached a point 17 miles this side of Natchitoches, I dispatched an 
officer with escort to order Colonel Debray, known to be near Many 
with his regiment and two batteries, to push on before-day and join 
me without delay. All other troops were ordered to cross the Sabine 
at Logansport and join me at Mansfield. Colonel Debray received 
the order at 2a. m., but for some reason did not leave Many until 6 
p.m. His instructions were to join Colonel Bagby on the Natchi- 
toches road by a cross-road some 12 miles from Pleasant Hill, send- 
ing forward directly to the latter place his wagons and the two bat- 
teries. While marching on this cross-road, at about 2 p. m. on the 
2d instant, he suddenly encountered the enemy in superior force. 
Like a gallant veteran he made fight at once, returned to the direct 
road, and fell back until he met my infantry, coming in in fine order 
and protecting his two batteries and trains, although pursued until 
he joined me. Colonel Debray lost several killed and wounded. 
Considering the suddenness of the attack, and the fact that his regi- 
ment had never before been: in action, this officer, as well as his 
troops, deserves great credit. At the same hour Colonel Bagby, 
commanding his own, McNeill’s, and some companies of Bush’s 
newly raised regiment, with a section of the Valverde Battery, was ° 
attacked on the Natchitoches road by cavalry, infantry, and artillery. 
He fell back slowly toward Pleasant Hill, skirmishing briskly. I 
pushed forward supports some 43 miles to meet him, but the enemy 
desisted a little before sundown and did not quite reach my position. 
Colonel Bagby lost some 25 or 30 killed and wounded, and inflicted 
probably more loss on the enemy. His conduct was, as always, that 
of a brave and skillful soldier. This morning I offered battle to the 
enemy until 10 o’clock, which he declined accepting. My trains 
being then well on the way to this point, I slowly withdrew my in- 
fantry without molestation, leaving Debray and Bagby with the 
Valverde Battery at Pleasant Hill. My impression is the enemy 
pushed a column last night toward Many and Sabinetown, expecting 
to meet_ my re-enforcements on the road. Generals Bee and Major 
received my dispatch in time and turned everything to Logansport, 
which they will reach to-morrow, drawing back Buchel’s and two of 
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R. TAYLOR, G 
Major-General. 


(No. 2534.] 


' HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
tes Shreveport, La., April 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAaynor, 
Commanding District of West Lowisiana: 


_ GENERAL: The inclosed dispatch* from General Price will give 
' you the situation of affairs in Arkansas. Steele was re-enforced at 
Arkadelphia and moved with a column of between 10,000 and 15,000 

' effective of allarms. The movementsof the enemy, both above and 
- - below, indicate to me a common objective point. Should this be so, 
and either or both columus push borware the concentration must 

be made and one of the columns destroyed. My opinion is this 
_ should be the lesser, and with the prestige of victory and our com- 
_ bined force we should check, if not defeat, the other column.+ On 
arriving at Washington, Steele can advance by two directions—the 
road direct down the east bank of Red River, or crossing Red River 

at Fulton, or near that point, move by Jefferson and Marshall, look- 
ing to a concentration with General Banks in the vicinity of either 
Shreveport or Marshall. From this point to Washington is 105 miles 
and about 100 to Natchitoches. Their distance apart is too great to 
make any calculations for concentration. The great superiority of 
the enemy in your front and your weakness in cavalry compels 
you to fall back. Mansfield puts you nearly equidistant from this 
point and from Marshall. Should Steele advance from Washington 
you will be in position for a concentration in the right direction. The 
small infantry force here pushéd to your support, even had the Texas 
cavalry effected their junction with your command, would scarcely 
make you strong enough to fight a battle on which the fate of the 
department is to depend ; it must be done with a more general con- 
centration. General Price hasat his command a force of some 7,000 
cavalry and 1,500 infantry. Parsons’ Texas cavalry brigade, concen- 
trating at Marshall, will number nearly 1,000 armed men. General 
Price will be instructed to hold his command prepared for rapid 
marching, as circumstances may require. A decision must now soon 


*Not found as an inclosure, : . > cachet ; 
+ Portion preceding dagger was inclosure No. 1 (2534) to Smith’s report of June 
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taking a step which is alike pregnant with weal or woe for us ind 


E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LovIsiaNa, oe 
_ Mansfield, April 4, 1864. 


. Brig. Gen. W. R. Boas, 


Chief of Staff : - 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of dispatch 
of 3d instant (No. 2534). Steele’s advance has been long expected 


Z 


by me (refer to several dispatches on the subject), and his move- — 


ments have been connected with those of the column in my front; — 


hence my extreme anxiety to fight the latter before it gained too 
much territory. Like the man who has admitted the robber into his 
bed-chamber instead of resisting him at the door, our defense will be 
embarrassed by the cries of wives and children. Action, prompt, 
vigorous action, is required. While we are deliberating the enemy 
is marching. King James lost three kingdoms for amass. Wema 
lose three States without a battle. Banksis cold, timid, easily foiled. 
He depends principally on the river for transportation. The rapid 
fall in the river and the sinking of the Falls City may well be ex- 
pected to delay him. Captain McCloskey has been ordered to sink 
the Falls City as low down as possible. Banks has a number of 
very light stern-wheel transports, plated to be musket-proof. These 
are evidently to bring up supplies after the advance by land has 
opened the river. Steele is bold, ardent, vigorous. Independent of 
rivers, his transportation has doubtless been made ample for his 
purposes. If he has anything like the force represented he will 
sweep Price from his path. He is the most dangerous and should 
be met and overthrown at once. Having but litfle knowledge of 
the roads and lines of supply above Shreveport, I am unable to 
express any definite opinion as to the point where Steele should 
be met. The shortest line is, however, the best. I shall await 
orders here and prepare for an immediate move. <A large portion of 
the cavalry from Texas will doubtless reach me in the next forty- 
eight hours via Logansport. All quiet in front and likely to remain 
so for some hours. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Mansfield, April 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff : 
GENERAL: The inclosed dispatch* of this date from General Lid- 
dell would appear to indicate an effort on the enemy’s part to advance 


* See inclosure to letter of Taylor to Boggs, of April 5, p. 528. 


_alry e next thirty-six or forty-eight 
hours. Under these circumstances, unless I alta inetractione: 
the contrary from department headquarters, I shall move on Natchi- 
_ toches as soon as the re-enforcements from Texas reach me, and thus 
check the farther advance of Banks’ column. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT oe West LOUISIANA, ’ 
ansfield, April 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, agar 


Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to hand you herewith inclosed copy 
of a communication received from General Liddell this morning. 
Talso have the honor to acknowledge receipt this morning of dis- 
ee No. 2543 and Special Orders, No. 81, paragraph X, from 

epartment headquarters. I have sent to the neighborhood of 
Keachie to select suitable camping-ground for the command of 
General Churchill should it march to Keachie in accordance with 
Special Orders, No. 81. Further dispatches expected from depart- 
ment headquarters will determine me as to what orders to give to 
General Churchill. Looking to the possibility of my being ordered 
to Shreveport, I am having the as via Kingston put in order, it 
being the shortest and most practicable to Shreveport. General 
Major, with one regiment of his own brigade and Buchel’s regiment, 
arrived here thismorning. The remainder of Major’s command and 
Terrell’s regiment, with General Bee and his command, will probabl 
be here to-night. Gould’s, Woods’, and Likens’ regiments still 
behind and not yet heard from. The enemy not advancing on the 
Natchitoches and Mansfield road at last account. The latest dis- 
patches from Colonel Debray represent them as having fallen back 
on the road to Dupont’s Bridge, 18 miles below Pleasant Hill. A 
dispatch received from Captain McCloskey informs me that he would 
have the Falls City sunk by this morning near the mouth of Boggy 
Bayou. I respectfully recommend that the order assigning General 
Hawes to duty in this district be countermanded, as he was relieved 
from duty here at his own request, and [ am satisfied it would be 
for the interest of the service to leave Colonel Debray in command 
of his brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
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{Inclosure. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
In the Field, near Campti, April 4, 1864—9.30 a. m. 
Maj. E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Masor: I have the honor to state that there are three gun-boats 
and one transport just below Campti bar moving very slowly and 
shelling as they ascend. There are ten gun-boats and seventeen 


_ transports a abo nd Ecor 

tioned. Colonel Ward reports thre v 

the boats on this bank of the river 2 adv. ( 

_ skirmished with the advance of Colonel McNeill’s comm 
the town of Campti. ~ | SSS = ee Seo 

~. Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, &c. 


; ae 


Rpt = ae 
DDELL, 


ST. JOHN_R. LI So 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. _ 


E 
Captain Airey reports having seen the transports crowded with — 
troops and supplies. = e 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 5, 1864—11 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 

Chief of Staff : EG 
<4 GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the latest dispatch received — 
a from General Liddell, which will give you the best information from ~ 
2S the east side of the river. Captain McCloskey reports the Falls 
RY City ready for sinking this afternoon. She will be sunk if Gen- 
art Liddell or the officer in command on this side the river give 
further information of the enemy’s advance. I am awaiting your 
reply to my dispatches of yesterday touching future movements. I 
have the honor to report the following in regard to the troops from 
Texas: Green’s old brigade, Colonel Bagby commanding, about 
1,100 strong, some 200 not armed, is here; also Major’s brigade, 730 
strong; Debray’s and Buchel’s regiments, about 500 each ; Terrell’s 
regiment, 360 men for duty, will be here in the morning. General 
Bee has arrived here in person, but knows nothing of the where- 
abouts of his brigade, with the exception of Terrell’s regiment. 
Woods’, Gould’s, and Likens’ regiments have not been heard from 
since the reception of a dispatch from the major of Likens’ regiment, - 
dated March 31, stating that his regiment had not left Hempstead, 
Tex. I have directed General Green to order General Bee to return 
to Logansport to-morrow to ascertain where the above-named three 
regiments are and hurry them on. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure. } 7 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Springville, April 5, 1864—10,20 a. m. 

Capt. A. H. May, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication of 7 p.m. yesterday. I wrote last evening to Major 
Surget, briefly stating what had transpired at that date with my eom- 
mand and the locality of the enemy’s gun-boats and transports. Up 
to the present moment I have received no further information from 
the front, except that no further advance had been made by the 
enemy beyond Campti. They seem to have had great difficulty in 


ug the river to that point, and I am under. the impressiot 
ow and still itor cor acon of the river Vance ee 


yt cyewey 


Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 


her progress in that way impossible. In obedience to your 
t will throw sharpshooters at every available position ee the 
and I had already as co your order to send cavalry on 
er below the enemy by irecting Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson 
re see against the enemy’s boats in the manner proposed. I have~ 
not heard from him since, nor do I know how far ae he has gone. 
4 on bee would send me a map of the scene of operations as far u 
as Shreveport, as my want of correct knowledge of localities anc 


Es 


~ roads and streams delays my movements, and the guides I find are 


‘limited in their knowledge to their own neighborhood only. I shall 
remain here until driven away by superior numbers, and will com- 
ply with your orders to keep up communication with district head- 


quarters. 


Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Inthe Field, April 5, 1864. 


Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippt Department: 
GENERAL: I respectfully ask to call the attention of the lieuten- 


_ant-general commanding to the artillery organization of my com- 
id 


mand, composed (on March 1) of twelve field batteries, numbering 
sixty pieces, and request that such promotions of meritorious offi- 
cers of my command be made to fill the positions authorized by law 


to the aboye-mentioned number of guns, namely, a colonel, lieu- 
' tenant-colonel, and one other major, to fill the position of chief of 
artillery for Green’s division. I had the honor some time since to 
- invite the attention of department headquarters to this matter, and 
' as I only claim such grades as are common in all other armies, I 


respectfully ask to know if recommendations I may make of officers 
who have won promotion on the field and in the faithful discharge 
of their duties will be favorably considered. Since March 1 several 
other batteries are on duty with the army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., April 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, ee 
Commanding District of West Louisiana : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
two dispatches of 4th instant. At the last intelligence General Steele 
had not forced the passage of the Little Missouri. The distance he- 
tween his column and that of Banks’ is over 200 miles. It is far too 
great for us to concentrate on either column. Steele has, moreover, 
two lines of march after reaching Washington, upon one of which 
he must be committed before we can ppepaie against him. The whole 
fate of this department will be staked upon the issue when we meet 


_. hopes. We occupy a largely superior force o 


- the enemy. The battle m 
Banks. Our position is a good one. | 
and a concentration is being forced which o 

happened. While we retain our little arn 


or ha 
e ha 
enemy, which east 
of the Mississippi would decide the fate of the campaign. When — 
we fight it must be for victory. Defeat not only loses the depart- 
ment, but releases the armies employed against us here for opera- — 
tions beyond the Mississippi. The advantage of our position should — 
not be given up by any movement which may jeopardize the loss of — 
the command. Iwill eave here to-night and meet you-early to-mor- _ 
row morning at your headquarters near Mansfield, where I can con- 
fer with you clearly and unreservedly. Direct a courier to meet — 
me and show me your headquarters. I go by Kingston, and should — 
reach you by daylight. : % 
oe general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General. 


rd ihe 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 7, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Boas, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the enemy have driven 
in my pickets, and advanced some 7 miles, with considerable skir- 
mishing, this side of Pleasant Hill. The force displayed thus far is 
about 4,000 men (cavalry and mounted infantry). This may be 
merely a reconnaissance in large force for the forerunner of .a’ posi- 
tive advance on the part of the enemy with his whole force. I respect- 
fully ask to know if it accords with the views of the lieutenant-gen- 
eral commanding that I should hazard a general engagement at this 
aed and request an immediate answer, that | may receive it before 

aylight to-morrow morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIstTRIcT OF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Mansfield, April 8, 1864—9.40 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: The cavalry forces under General Green had a very 
severe skirmish with the enemy yesterday afternoon, inflicting on 
him more loss than was sustained by our own troops. He did not 
fall back last night, and General Green reports him advancing this 
morning. Mouton’s division has been ordered to the front, and 
Walker’s and Churchill’s will be brought forward. I am not aware - 
whether the enemy’s whole force is in my front; if so, and he means 
to move on Shreveport, I consider this as favorable a point to en- 
gage him at as any other. 

Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 


. os 


_ Heavguarrers Dispaict oF Wrst Loursraxa, mae 
S tall ie halt ae in Field . u 8, 1864—6 p.m. 
aeot VW ..tt. DOGS, © te te eee oP a Se 
oe Chigf of Stag: go pes 


RAL: We commenced skirmishing with the enemy about 
2.30 p. m., which continued heavy for some time, the battle becom- . 
ing general about 4 p.m. We have driven the enemy at this hour — 
3 miles, with a loss to him of six guns, and, as far as ascertained, 
many hundred prisoners. We are still driving him. We have lost 
some very valuable officers, among others the gallant and chivalric 
General Mouton. The force of the enemy consists, as far as ascer- 
tained, of the Thirteenth Army Corps and troops from other corps, 
together with the enemy’s cavalry force, which is large. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


___Will report again at the close of the action. Churchill’s troops 
were not up in time to take part in the action, and will be fresh in 
the morning. I shall push the enemy to the utmost. 


— 


IN THE FIELD, April 8, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: ‘ 

GENERAL: Since my last I have driven the enemy at least 3 miles 
farther, captured hundreds of wagons, many guns, caissons, ord- 
nance wagons, &c. Some prisoners of the Nineteenth Army Corps 
have been captured, Banks and Franklin were both on the field. 
I shall push the cent with Churchill’s fresh troops in the morning. 


ery respectfully, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


The battle still rages, and my loss in officers has been heavy. 
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HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Mansfield, April 8, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 


Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the fighting continued 
until night. The fight then for water was very severe, the enemy 
being at that time re-enforced by the Nineteenth Corps. We fought 
the Thirteenth Army Corps all day, and late in the evening met the 
Nineteenth Army Corps; repulsed and drove them back. We have 
captured about 2,000 prisoners, 20 pieces of artillery, 200 wagons, 
and thousands of small-arms. Our loss in officers has been severe, 
and we have many wounded. Send all the medical assistance and 
medical stores you can, and if you have any re-enforcements hurry 
them down. Churchill’s and Parsons’ divisions, which did not take 
yart in the fight to-day, have been ordered to the front before day- 
ight to-morrow morning. I shall continue to push the enemy with 
the utmost vigor. ae “iste > 
ary respec r, your obedient servant, 
Very respectfully, y . TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Convmanding. 
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e Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 


- Generau: A general engagement now could not be given witl 
— our full force. Re-enforcements are moving up—not very aves: 


battle before he can march on and occupy Shreveport. I will order 
down now all the armed cavalry from near Marshall and forward 
-Pratt’s battery from this point with every available man before a— 


Commanding District of West Louisiana: sah ae = 


is true. If we fall back without a battle you will be thrown out of ~ 
the best country for supplies. [would compel the enemy to develop 
his intentions, selecting a position in rear where we can give him 


battle is fought. Let me know as soon as you are convinced that a 
general advance is being made and I will come to the front. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 2 
K. KIRBY SMITH, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DIsTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 


April 9, 1864—7.20 a. m. 
Brig. Gen.” W. R. Boaas, 
: Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the enemy are in full 
retreat. His forces are composed of the Thirteenth and Nineteenth 
Army Corps. ‘The Nineteenth was smartly engaged last evening. 
General Banks was in command in person, and this morning came 
very near being captured. J am pursuing the enemy with cavalry, 
followed up by infantry. General Churchill’s division in advance 
of the infantry. If the wind holds and circumstances will admit, I 
will follow the enemy to Natchitoches. 

Very respectfully, 
R.. TAY LOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Two Miles above Pleasant Hill, [April 9, 1864]—10.40 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to report that the cavalry has pursued 
the enemy to this point, capturing many prisoners of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps and some few of the Thirteenth. He has retreated 
rapidly, commencing the movement a short time after midnight. 
The burning wagons, abandoned arms, knapsacks, and other prop- 
erty along the road furnish ample evidence of the haste with which 
he is endeavoring to get away. He is now making something of a 
stand here for the purpose of gaining time and possibly to cover the 
Blair’s Ferry road. I ordered a cavalry force on that road last night 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether there was any movement 
from the river. My information from Grand Bayou is to the effect 
that ten gun-boats and a number of transports were passing Grappe’s 
Bluff slowly at 3.30 p. m. yesterday, crowded with troops. I shall 
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_ Heapguarters District or West LovIsIANa, ae 
In the Field, April 11, 1864. ~ 


_ Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, 

es | Chief of Staff: va 
_ GENERAL: The large amount of artillery now under my command e 
necessitates its organization into regiments or battalions, in accordance 
with the law governing that branch of the service. I have there- 
_ fore the honor to recommend the following officers for promotion : 

Maj. J. L. Brent, chief of artillery and ordnance District of West . 
- Louisiana, to be appointed colonel of artillery ; Maj. T. B. French, = 
_ chief of artillery Walker’s division, to be appointed lieutenant-col- 

onel of artillery ; Capt. T. A. Faries, commanding Pelican Battery, 
_ to be appointed major of artillery. There will be one or more offi- 
' cers from the Texas batteries recommended for promotion to the 
_ rank of major. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, - 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIsSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, April 11, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. R. TAYLor, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL : I inclose you the dispatches from the river below. The 
general commanding directs me to say he does not understand which 
side of the river they are landing. Pickets have been posted on both 
sides of the river to give information, of which you shall be kept 
advised. The ferry at Red Bluff, Bayou Pierre, is an important 
strategic point, which must be looked to. This place has been en- 
tirely denuded of troops. I can only arm about 200 men. Its pro- 
tection and defense is of paramount importance, and you must make 
dispositions of your troops: accordingly. All the workshops and 
foundries being here makes it highly valuable and renders its safety 
essential. The officer sent down on this side of the river to recon- 
noiter has been instructed to destroy every facility and means of 
crossing at Jones’ Bayou, should the enemy be advancing on that 
road, Colonel Luckett’s regiment has been ordered to be diverted 
to this point. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Ss. 8S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT: OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Mansfield, April 11, 1864—8 p. m, 


Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that information has 
just been received from Brigadier-General Bagby that twenty-two 
boats passed Grand Bayou at 10 a. m. to-day, going down the river. 
As I informed you to-day, General Liddell is in position about 
Campti, and I hope to hear a favorable report from him to-morrow. 
Should the boats pass General Liddell at Campti, he has been di- 
rected to push down to Saint Maurice with cavalry and artillery, 
and strain every nerve to capture or destroy them. He has been 
directed, further, to follow the boats down the river as long as the 
are on it. I have been making every effort to get cavalry and artil- 
lery in on this side of the river below. the boats to cut them off, and 
nothing but the forage question will prevent my doing it. Please 
send down and have the Falls City blown out of the river, and 
send forage and supplies down on boats to meet my pickets on the 
river. Let me know the news from Arkansas. Steele will no doubt 
commence retreating as soon as he hears the news from this quarter. 
If he is retreating endeavor to send me a pontoon and let me push 
my whole force south as rapidly as possible, to follow and prevent 
the escape of the enemy. I will strike for New Orleans, or, at least, 
Algiers. Vincent, with his own and Bush’s regiments, has been 
ordered to push for the lower Boeuf and sweep the country to Ber- 
wick Bay. His men know the country, and going there with the 
prestige of success, their numbers will treble in three days after 
reaching Opelousas, Orders have also been given to shoot every jay- 
hawker in the country without benefit of clergy. Should the rem- 
nant of Banks’ army escape me I shall deserve to wear a fool’s cap 
An a helmet. Every hour proves the terrific losses sustained by the 

oe, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 
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SISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, April 12, 1864. 


Genera: I have received ae letter of the 11th instant. Col- 

— onel Anderson will send you by to-day’s courier the order of. pro- 
_ motions. Colonel Speight’s name is not included, for the reasons 
- mentioned in your letter. I have concluded also to withhold Col- 
_ onel Gray’s appointment till I hear further from you. His habits,I 
understand, are not good, and the appointment, if bad, once made 
cannot be undone, however much it may be regretted. I will await : 
further recommendations from you in his case. a 

Your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 


General, Commanding. 


[No. 2646.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., April 12, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 
Commanding District of West Louisiana: 


GENERAL: Your letter of 8 p. m. yesterday is just received. I 
inclose you copy of a dispatch from General Price of the same date. 
Steele is bold to rashness; will probably push on without thought 
or circumspection. ‘To win the campaign his column must be de- 
stroyed. Should you move below and Steele’s small column push on 
and accomplish what Banks has failed in, and destroy our shops at 
Jefferson and Marshall, we will not only be disgraced, but irrepara- 
bly deprived of all our means and resources. Banks is esriarni So 
crippled that he cannot soon take the offensive. Most probably he 
will fall back to Alexandria. The patient, uncomplaining spirit 
manifested by Arkansas, the prompt and unselfish behavior of Price 
in pushing on his whole infantry force to your support, merits a 
: return. Great results are to be reached in that direction if Steele 
* can be reached. Arkansas will be saved politically and the reoccu- 
pation of the Arkansas Valley accomplished ; full 5,000 good men 
will be added to our army ; the department will be relieved from all 
trouble on its northern frontier, and the road opened to Missouri 
when our successes east of the river warrant the advance. Were 
Steele in retreat the prompt pursuit of Banks would be wise, and 
might result in inflicting still greater losses upon him. The cam- 
paign in Louisiana presents great physical obstacles and does not 
offer the permanent results that would follow the defeat of Steele 
alone. The country is exhausted, and if successful we are brought 
up at the Mississippi without the hope of permanent acquirement 
while the enemy’s navy holds possession of the river. The capture 
and occupation of New Orleans can alone break up the political 
organization of the State by the enemy. Their naval superiority 
makes this result impossible. Prepare your command and organize 
your trains for rapid movement. The command that marches against 
Steele must not only move rapidly but must be in strength sufficient 
to make success certain. Churchill’s command, with three addi- 
tional brigades, may do. I would suggest for the al phe the tem- 
porary organization of Randal’s, Waul’s, and Speight’s brigades 
under Polignac, I inclose some dispatches from General Price and 


. 
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-Heapquarrers District or ARKANSAS, 
S : Prairie D’ Ane, Apri 11, 1864—7 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, te 


Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department : eae 
_ GENERAL: The enemy advanced in force yesterday p. m., and a 
there was severe skirmishing and heavy cannonading until near 11 — 
o'clock. They are now about 3 miles distant, advancing slowly and — 
cautiously in ae of battle. I shall make them develop and retire — 
with Marmaduke’s division toward Spring Hill. Fagan, with his — 
division, will fall back toward Washington. If the enemy take the — 
Washington road Marmaduke will be in his rear. If he'take the — 
Spring Hill road, Fagan will be in his rear. I have received no — 
re-enforcements since my last. My strength is about 5,000 effective — 
men; that of the enemy 12,000. I shall endeavor to draw him on ~ 
slowly, confident that, removed so far from his base, when re-en- — 
forcements reach us (which I trust you will soon be able to spare) — 
his destruction is certain. . 

lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STERLING PRICE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


= HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, | 
a Mansfield, April 12, 1864. 
: Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaes, 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: If Steele’s troops are driven back and no more annoy- 
ance to be anticipated from them, I have the honor to ask that you 
will send me all the infantry re-enforcements you can. <A brigade 
or two would help Polignac’s division very much. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


[No. 2676.] 


HEADQUARTERS ee DEPARTMENT, 

Shreveport, La., April 14, 1864—2 p. m, 

Maj. Gen. R. Taytor, : ee : 
Commanding District of West Lowisiana : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose for your information a dis- 
patch from General Price stating that the enemy appears to be moy- 
ing for Camden. The general commanding thinks this movement 
of the enemy is for the purpose of putting himself well in commu- 
nication with his rear, and if possible with Banks, while at the same 


re NERY 


ts himself in a position from which hé can more easily 
_General Price has been instructed, if the enemy does ap- 
ach. Camden, to throw a sufficient force of cavalry across the — 
achite River to cut off his supplies and break up his communica- _ 


> 


He will use ever 
and prevent any communication between Banks and Steele. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

ak ; E. CUNNINGHAM, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


{Inclosure.] ° 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
In the Field, 44 miles north of Washington. 
es ae: April 13, 1864—10 a, m. 


| Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 4 


Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department : 


__ GENERAL: Indications are now that the enemy are moving toward 
Camden. I have ordered Marmaduke with his division up th 

to that point to watch him closely, impede his advance should he at- 
tempt to move in that direction, while with the remainder of my 


e roads 


force I harass his rear. Brig. Gen. Tandy Walker, with 700 Indians, 
reached Washington last evening and is now operating with me. 
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
Mansfield, April 14, 1864. 
Brig, Gen. W. R. Boaas, 


Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that the two 30-pounder 
rifled Parrott guns recently sent by me to Shreveport be fitted up as 
expeditiously as possible with mule teams, battery, and ammunition 
wagons, &c.—in fact, be put in complete order for service, that I 
may take them with me when [ return from the march northward, 
as they will be of incalculable value on the Mississippi River. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Mansfield, April 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Boaas, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report as follows: Walker’s, 
Churchill’s, and Parsons’ divisions took up the march at dawn for 
Shreveport ; the first by the middle road, the two last by the Kings- 
ton road. Polignac’s division has marched for Alexandria via Pleas- 
ant Hill. The cavalry, with five batteries, is near Natchitoches 
sressing the enemy. Liddell is below Campti and Grand Ecore 
fighting the fleet. “All the boats have passed Campti bar by throw- 
ing off stores, &c. ; but the loss of life on board the transports has 


y precaution to retard the enemy’s move- __ 


“ R TAYDOR, wt 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
aoc s Shreveport, La., April 20, 1864. 
_ Major-General TaYyLor, . Ae 

Commanding District of West Louisiana: ae 
GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to inform 
you that Walker’s division has been halted and to inquire of you if 
that division can be moved with safety directly from where it is to 
Campti. It is now between Minden and Calhoun, about a day’s 
march beyond the former place. General Smith is at Dr. Harris’, 24 
miles this side of Camden, at the junction of the Wire and Calhoun 


roads. Telegraphic communication is open to that place. Church-  — 


ill’s division left Magnolia this morning; Parsons’ is at Calhoun 
to-night. Please return answer to the above inquiry as to the safety 
of moving Walker’s division to Campti immediately upon the re- 
ceipt of this. I have the honor to inclose you copy of dispatch* this 
moment received from General Boggs, which is the only one received 
since that of yesterday morning, which you saw. ‘The pontoon 
ordered to return from Arkansas has not arrived here yet. 


I am, general, very respectfully, 
| S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
In the Field, 15 miles from Camden, April 22, 1864. 
Major-General TAYLor, 
Commanding District of West Louisiana : 

GENERAL : Finding that Banks was rapidly retreating down Red 
River below Natchitoches, while Steele had taken position in Price’s 
front at Camden, I ordered Walker, who had been halted about 40 
miles below on the Minden road, to move up to Price’s support. 

’ Walker was too far off to join you before the enemy reached Alex- 
andria. Steele cannot be left in his present position, strengthened by 
re-enforcements and supplies, without endangering the fruit of your 
victories below. He must be driven to fight or to retreat toward the 
Arkansas, where Fagan has done his work. Retreat to him is as dis- 
castrous as defeat. Did General Walker move below to Alexandria ? 
‘Steele’s retreat or advance on Shreveport were equally easy. With 
‘General Walker’s command the one will be disastrous, the other 
difficult, if not impossible. Ultimate and substantial results, with a 
field for important military operations, is opened by the capture or 
dispersion of Steele’s force.» In both a political and military point 
of view everything is to be gained for the department by its accom- 
plishment. If you are convinced that Banks is retreating to New 
Orleans, and you can leaye Polignac or Wharton in command, I 
would suggest that you repair here in person. I can place you on 


* Not found as an inclosure. 


| Bis tale eae 
eee KIRBY SMITH, 


PEREGO 20 SF : fee ~ General. —. 
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, _ HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssIssIPPI-DEPARTMENT, 
: neon, Shreveport, June 12, 1864. 


_ _ The promotions made in General FeNES army after the battlesof 

_ Mansfield and Pleasant Hill were with his approval and at his urgent 

' instance. He was perfectly aware of my eee or, rather, want of 
_ power. He urged the necessity, and that I should take the responsi- 
bility, &c. I distinctly told him I had no authority, but that owing 

_ to the peculiarity of my situation and from the tenor of Your Excel- 

 lency’s letters I believed that you would sustain me. [I offered to 

_ put him on duty as lieutenant-general, that he might be the senior 

in the movement to Arkansas, and might conduct affairs in the event 

of any accident to myself. Your Excellency was notified of m 

action in this matter. General Taylor requested that the order shoal 

- not be published ; that the effect with the President would rather be 

to prevent his receiving the appointment. 


espectfully forwarded, 
. E. KIRBY SMITH, 
: General. 


: et 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
re Shreveport, April 23, 1864—5 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. R. TayLor, 
Commanding District of West Louisiana : 


GENERAL: I have just received a dispatch from General Smith 
ordering General Walker’s division to proceed to Arkansas without 
delay. Immediately on receipt of your communication this morn- 
ing informing me it was pare eeny. safe for the division to proceed to 
Campti I informed General Walker of the fact, and directed him to 
move to that point without delay. I inclose you copies* of the dis- 
patches just received from General Smith. wb iFs 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee te ee 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIssIssIpP! DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., April 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TayLor, Commanding, &e. : 

‘ GENERAL: By the direction of General Smith I have the honor to 
forward to you the inclosed telegram, t and to inform you that Cap- 
tain Fauntleroy, with his batteries, was ordered last night to report 
to the general commanding in the field in Arkansas, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BecPer RATT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copy to General St. John R. Liddell.) 


* Not found as inclosures. + Not found as an inclosure., 


understand to be about 30 miles from Camden, on the Pine Bluff — 
_ road, in which he captured 1,000 prisoners, killed and wounded ove1 


= 500, took all their artillery (6 pieces) and over 300 wagons. The 
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dispatch sent me does not state what force from the enemy this 

was, but if I am correctly informed as to the point, I judge it must 

have been a force guarding supplies from Pine Bluff intended for 

Camden. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

S. S. ANDERSON, _. 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DiIstTRIcT OF WEST LOUISIANA, - 
Near McNutt’s Hill, April 30, 1864. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
CoLonEL: I have the honor toinform you that in view of the fact 
that there is an extensive depot of corn at Shreveport, I have ordered 
all the cavalrymen with unserviceable horses to report to Colonel 
Shivers, commanding the post, torelieve a like number of infantry 
soldiers from Polignac’s division now on guard duty at Shreveport. 
General Wharton will send a competent officer to Shreveport to es- 
tablish a camp of instruction and drill these men in infantry tactics. - 
This, however, will not interfere with their performing guard duty. 
Meanwhile the horses will be recruiting. it is especially desirable 
to relieve every man possible of my small infantry force, which has 
been so much reduced by hard fighting and marching, and I trust 
you will issue such orders as will promptly attain this end. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, May 2, 1864. 
Major-General TayLor, 
Commanding, ke. : 


GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that on Saturday, the 
30th ultimo, our forces in Arkansas engaged the enemy. The Lattle 
is supposed to have taken place near the Saline Bottom, on the road 
to Little Rock from Camden, although our advices designate no par- 
ticular point. The battle lasted all day and resulted in our gaining 
the advantage. The enemy were driven from the field, leaving in 
our possession their pontoon bridge, several hundred prisoners, many 
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e-Col, 88. ANDERSON, 


_ days ago. 


lam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
4 : 8. S. ANDERSON, 
_ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


} 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF West LOUISIANA, 
Birney’s Creek, May 6, 1864, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


_CoLonEL : In rene to your communication of the 2d instant, rela- 
tive tocorn in the Ouachita Valley, I have the honor to state that it 
is at the disposal of the general commanding the department, as I 
can manage to subsist and forage my small force in the Sub-District 
of Northern Louisiana from other quarters. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, | 
Shreveport, May 12, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. R. Tayior, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 9th instant.* - Generals Walker, Churchill, 
and Parsons’ divisions are on the march to re-enforce you. The head 
of General Walker’s column* should be to-day near Minden. The 
stage of water in the river will in all probability retain the enemy’s 
boats above the falls until the arrival of the re-enforcements from 
Arkansas. Ihave every confidence in your ability and judgment, 
and while I do not wish to restrain you in operations which are 
extraordinary in results and highly creditable to yourself and com- 
mand, you cannot exercise too much caution in risking a general 
engagement or in too far committing your whole force to a posi- 
tion on the river below Alexandria beyond the power of retreat 
in the event of adisaster. The arrival of re-enforcements will make 
you master of your position and insure the success of your opera- 
Rone. I tfull bedient servant 

am, very respectfu rour obedient servant, 
mee 3 EK. KIRBY SMITH, 


General. 


* Not found, 


‘Maj..Gen-R. TAYLOR, “6 os Soa 
Commanding District of West Louisiana: — 
- (GenERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the rec 
letter of the 14th. Churchill’s and Parsons’ division 
-’ countermarched and are now moving toward Camde 
_ Price has been instructed to prepare for an advance on the Ar 
_ Valley, and ultimately on Missouri, to’ accumulate supplies an 
- organize trains with all the means at his command within the Dis- 
trict of Arkansas. General Walker’s division marched from Homer 
through the pine woods to Calhoun’s plantation. The head of his 
column should now be near the river in the vicinity of that place. — 
After your ejectment of Banks from Red River Arkansas and Mis- 
souri became the true field of operations for the bulk of your com- 
mand. The disposable force of the department will be concentrated _ 
in that direction. You should accompany the column from your | 
district. Your presence will add to its efficiency and increase the 
rospects of success. You must judge of the force to be left for the 
ieterse of your district. Make your Haposiies and perfect your ~ 
arrangements preparatory to the march of the troops. The country 
between Red River and the Arkansas is almost destitute of supplies. 
The march of masses across it is a problem presenting difficulties of 
no slight character. Time and preparation are necessary to success — 
in overcoming them. I will meet you at Natchitoches, or at any 
point on the river between here and Alexandria. The earliest 
moment when your duties will permit should be selected, and notifi- _ 
cation of the point and time given me in advance. A personal 
interview and consultation regarding the future operations of the 
campaign is desired. 
Regarding the movement of troops from the lower Red River to 
Arkansas, I forgot to say that the route by Monroe and up the Bar- 
tholomew is the most direct, and beyond the Ouachita has not been 
yet stripped of supplies. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. KIRBY SMITH, 
General. 
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an HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, June 5, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. R. Tayior: 

GENERAL: I shall no further reply to your letter of May 25 [24] 
than to call your attention to some of the inaccurate and unjust 
statements made therein. 

First. ‘‘The reliable infantry commands, viz, Walker’s and Polig- 
nac’s, have dwindled tonothing.” WhenGeneral Walker left Camden 
to report to you with his division, two weeks previous to the date of 
your letter, its strength, from a memorandum report which he fur- 
nished me, was about 4,500. It has since received accessions of 
strength and will probably now be found over 5,000 aggregate. 

Second. “If I am relieved from the incubus of the Conseript 
Bureau,” &c.; and again, ‘‘ The conscript laws are a snare and delu- 
sion; old regiments which have gained honor on many a well- 
fought field are reduced to skeletons, while new organizations are 


Third, ‘‘ The troops are without shoes, &c. ; the Clothing Bureau 
is liberal in promise and utterly barren in performance, &c.; a 
radical change is imperatively demanded.” Allowances should be 
made for the ssgbraea Bureau. It has worked under difficulties and 


disadvantages ; crippled in its resources and cut off from its supplies 
by the loss of the Ris Grande and the action of the Governor of 
Toxas and its State Legislature. The troops have generally been 
well supplied with clothing. I inclose you memorandum* of shoes, 
&c., lately sent to your command, 

Fourth. ‘‘There are no horses for the artillery, &c. They will 
never be supplied under the present system.” The character of the 
late campaign, its severity, and the absence of forage has made the 
mortality of horses very great, both in Arkansas and Louisiana. 
The inspector of field transportation is using every exertion to sup- 
ply deficiencies. He reports that several hundred have been sent to 
the army, and that the arrangements recently made by him will meet 
all its wants. 

Fifth. “No campaign dependent on the present system of bureau- 
ocracy will Reece. The rage for what is termed ‘organization’ has 
proceeded so far that we are like a disproportioned garment—all 
ruffles and no shirt. The number of bureaus now existing in this 
department and the army of employés attached to them would do 
honor to St. Petersburg or Paris. Instead of making the general 
staff a mere adjunct to promote the efficiency of the little army in 
the field the very reverse is the case.” The bureaus made by me at 
department headquarters were organized by the advice and instruc- 
tions of the Secretary of War. They are but few in number and 
have but few employés. They area commissary, quartermaster, ord- 
nance, medical, and conscript bureau. I inclose you a list+ of their 
employés, who are, with few exceptions, above conscript age, or with 
certificate of disability. The late conscript act is rigorously en- 


* Not found. E ; a 
Omitted. It contains the names of 16 persons—enlisted men and citizens, 


ceived from Richmond I directed the payment of the army. The 
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-army in Louisiana. I inclose their statements.* 
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ixth. “No captain or colonel hears of his men 
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fluence of the Shreveport maelstrom but expects to lose him in 

- labyrinth of a bureau.” You were repeatedly directed sto send | 
- small regiment or battalion to Shreveport for garrison duty. whe 
it would soon have been filled up, disciplined, and returned to you 
~ command. The large shops, arsenals, and depots of supplies. 
quired guards. You failed to comply with these directions.” A 
- gentees from the different regiments reported at headquarters wer 
ordered to perform this duty. Iinclose you copies of the letters an 
'_orders* to you on this subject. 


Seventh. ‘‘Meanwhile the troops in the field are without pay, — 
insufficiently supplied with food,” &c. As soon-as funds were re- 


chief of the pay department (Major Carr) stated that the troops in 
the field did not desire a payment before the issue of the new cur- 
rency ; that he had arranged with them perfectly to their satisfac- 
tion to await payment until the new issue was received. Major | 
Thomas, chief commissary, states there is, and was on May 25, © 
abundant supplies at the command of your commissary for the whole _ 


Eighth. ‘‘ Requisitions for the most important articles, upon which 
depended the fate of a campaign, are lost in a mingled maze of red 
tape and circumlocution,” This is such a general statement that I 
cannot answer it. Any delay reported to me would have been 
promptly remedied and the parties neglecting their duty punished. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. KIRBY SMITH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIsSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., June 11, 1864, 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DaAvVIs, 
President of the Confederate States: 

Sir : I inclose you three letters from General Taylor, marked No. 
1, No. 2, and No. 3. The first was received in Arkansas on May 2. 
The tone of this letter, the feeling exhibited, and the untruthful- 
ness which characterized it throughout surprised and astonished me. 
I attributed it to sickness and irritation. With the interests of 
the service at heart and desirous of conciliating General Taylor, I 
returned it with the accompanying indorsement and without further 
official action. On my return to Shreveport I received No. 2. H 
was my first reply. K was subsequently written, but on the receipt 
of No. 3 was not forwarded.t I would not commence a correspond- 
ence which was undignified, unbefitting my position, and could 
result only in recriminations, I would have arrested General Tay- 
lor on the receipt of his first letter, but acknowledging his merits as 
a soldier and feeling kindly disposed toward him, I passed it by. I 
have since borne and forborne with him with a self-control that has 

* Not found, 
t Inclosure K not found. 


ained only by love of coun 
interests. General Taylor’s le 
LThave relieved 


e public interest required 
the should be relieved. I shall penne no refutation of 
Ger eral Taylor’s statements. They are untrue throughout, and will 
: Be oeially. be proved to be so by the simple narrative of events which — 
' [have forwarded Your Excellency. I will willingly, with no feeling 
_ of envy or abatement of interest in the service of my country, turn — 
over 4 arduous duties and peepesei bee to a successer. a 
espectfully and faithfully, your obedient servant, 

- 4; __E. KIRBY SMITH, 

General. 


[Inclosure No, 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
, In, the Field, April 28, 1864. 


_ General KE. Kirpy Smirtu, ; 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 22d instant. After having placed Walker’s 


_ division in a useless position, 70 miles from an enemy, and kept it 
$ idle for fifteen days after two days of victorious fighting, you use 
' this as a reason for removing it from my command without preyi- 
" ously knowing my situation and necessities, and contrary to the prom- 

ise you made me at Shreveport. I dismissed the idea that Steele 


should move on Shreveport—Steele, who has already retreated over 
100 miles and been completely foiled in his plans by General Price 
with his raw cavalry; or, if such a purpose could be rationally enter- 
tained, why not suppose that Banks would advance again from Alex- 
andria? Can he not receive re-enforcements as well as Steele? The 
remainder of Banks’ beaten army will now number double Steele’s 
original strength, and he is accompanied by a fleet numbering more 
guns than any but a first-class naval power could put afloat. I can- 
not conceive what ‘‘political and military points of view” are to be 
obtained for the Confederacy by abandoning the certain destruction 
of an army of 30,000 men, hacked by a huge fleet, to chase after a 
force of 10,000 in full retreat with over 100 miles the start. To 
accomplish this, to me, inscrutable purpose, I was prevented from 
following up my victories, allured to Shreveport by compliments on 
my readiness to serve under General Price, and there unexpectedly 
deprived of the bulk of my army. Since then not a day has passed 
without some portion of my small force being taken from me; not 
with my consent, but without even the usual official courtesy of send- 
ing the order through my hands. To-day brings news that_you have 
ordered two batteries from me—batteries which are of priceless value 
to my plans. Two companies of cavalry, also, are taken. Since I 
left Shreveport and joined my little force near Natchitoches not an 
hour has passed unmarked by some good blow struck for the cause, 
Yet Lam stripped hourly of troops. When I stated to you that I 
should fight a Dattle for Louisiana and your department no efforts 
were made to re-enforce me, The commands of Churchill and Par- 
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April, and the only given is that~ } 
2 Muon wth could have_been distributed in two hours. 

400 or 500 men detailed from Walker’s and Mouton’s divisio 
the various and sundry bureaus in Shreveport. About to fight 
battle against a force you considered too strong for the who 


Shreveport from 
reason giv 


under’ your command, I appealed in vain for these men; yet after 
the great battle had been won—when you deprived me of com- 
- mand—all the men of Walker’s division were returned to their 

~ colors, and that, too, when you were marching after a retreating foe — 


with re-enforcements equal to his original strength. 


General Price, after foiling Steele, asked for only 4,000 infantry 
to complete his destruction. You take the field with 9,000 and are — 

hourly drawing on me for more. Your communication closes by — 
‘inviting me to Arkansas, where ‘‘I can place you on duty with in- 


creased rank, and would feel that I had left the conduct of opera- 
tions in safe hands.” What has occurred since you removed the 
conduct of operations from my hands after Pleasant Hill to change 


your opinion of my capacity ?. General, had you then left the con- “ 


duct of operations in my hands Banks’ army would have been de- 


stroyed before this ; the fleet would have been in our hands or blown - | 


up by the enemy. The moral effect at the North and the shock to 
public credit would have seriously affected the war. By this time 


the little division of Polignac and Vincent’s Louisiana cavalry would 


have been near the gates of New Orleans, prepared to confine the 
enemy to narrow limits; I would have been on the way with the 
bulk of my army to join Price at Camden, enriched with captured. 
spoils of a great army and fleet.; Steele would have been brushed 
from our path as a cobweb before the broom of a housemaid; we 
would have reached Saint Louis, our objective point, by midsum- 
mer and relieved the pressure from our suffering brethren in Vir- 


ginia and Georgia. All this is as true as the living God and required - 


no more than ordinary energy for its accomplishment. You might 
have had all the glory ; I would have been contented to do the work 
either under you or General Price. Your confidential staff might 
have thrown the blame of every failure on me unrebuked, and 
claimed the credit of every success for you without contradiction. 
Not a word should have passed my lips when I heard it announced, 
as lately at Shreveport, that the signal victories of Mansfield and 
Pleasant Hill were triumphs of your skill and strategy—victories 
which your communications to me show you to have had as little 
connection as with the ‘‘army in Flanders.” 

You speak of placing me on duty with increased rank. Has the 
President been pleased to promote me? If so, I have received no 
notice of it. As I informed you at our late interview, I do not seek 
promotion. At the proper time,-should the President think proper 
to reward any service of mine by giving me increased rank, I 
would be exceedingly grateful. Until that time comes I am con- 
tent, for I have learned from my ancestors that it is the duty of a 
soldier so to conduct himself as to dignify titles and not derive 
importance from them. In a late communication you ask me for 
advice and stated that I had always given you a hearty support. 
This statement is but just. For more than a year I have supported 
you, even when your policy was fatally wrong, for I believed it my 
duty to give my commander a warm and earnest co-operation. The 
events of the past few weeks have so filled me with discouragement 


sa eens Major-General, Commanding. »— 


_  HeEapquarters Trans-Mississipp1 DEPARTMENT, __ 

i | BES | Camden, May 8, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to General Taylor. This communication is 
_ not only improper but unjust. I cannot believe but that it was é 
written in a moment of irritation or sickness. . 
Sear . _ -E. KIRBY SMITH, ~ “ 
General. = 


[Inclosure No, 2.] 


_ HEADQUARTERS District oF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 2: 
Near Alexandria, May 24, 1864. 

‘General E. Kirpy Smiru, 

Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department : 


GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 17th instant. The condition of my health 
precludes the hope that I will be able tod participate in a Missouri 
campaign. I scarcely believe I will be able for some time to come 
to conduct the affairs of my present command. The forces here are . 
unable for the moment to engage in very active service in any quar- 
ter. ‘The several commands are utterly worn down with ba 
and fighting. It is either too late or too early for a Missouri cam- 
paign. The propitious spring weather having been lost, we must 
await the fall, The intermediate time should be actively employed 
in eee aH 0EE. A Missouri campaign can be made a great success 
and have an important bearing on the war in both-its political and 
military aspects; but every energy of the department must be 
sternly directed to the success of the movement. The reliable in- 
fantry commands, viz, Walker’s and Polignac’s, have dwindled to 
nothing. These should be instantly filled up by enforcing the laws. 
- Thomas’ brigade has been doubtless exchanged, and I desire to place 
- itimmediately in the field under Polignac. I will undertake to 
» force every man in Louisiana who owes military service to the Con- 

federacy to enter the ranks within a month if Iam relieved from the 
incubus of the Conscript Bureau and not interfered with by depart- 
ment headquarters. Every soldier put in the above divisions is 
worth ten in new organizations. The troops are now without shoes, 
and no movement can be made north until an adequate supply is 
furnished. The Clothing Bureau is liberal in promise and utterly 
barren in performance. A radical change is imperatively required. 
There are no horses for the artillery. More than a month since I 
was promised 200. Not one has reached me. To march to Missouri 
500 would be wanted. They will never be supplied under the pe 
system. The innumerable details should be done away with. All 
the departments can be furnished with laborers from the State troops 
of Texas and Louisiana, and all post guards, including that at Shreve- 
port, can be furnished from the same sources, Iam overhauling my 
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ared to‘arm them without delay. I have sent an officer to Gene 
olk and Colonel Scott to perfect, arrangements for crossing arms a: 
once. The subsistence department should prepare hard bread night 
and day to accompany the army. By taking a few portable mills 
with the troops corn meal can be provided in most cases, so as to pre- 
serve the hard bread for emergencies. Large numbers of cattle will 
be required. These should be in good order and old cattle. Young 
cattle cannot endure long marches without losing too much flesh. 
While these,arrangements are being made I will threaten New — 
Orleans by placing my cavalry in the only region where it can be 
recruited on abundant forage, fill up the ranks of the Louisiana 
commands by a rigid and impartial enforcement of the laws, and* — 
prepare the road for a movement northward. To fill up the Texas —~ 
organizations will require energy, and it will not be done if poli- 
ticians are consulted. 

The line of march from here will be via Columbia, cross the Oua- 
chita, and ascend that stream and the Bartholomew until the alluvion 
of the Arkansas is struck east of Pine Bluff; thence by Crowley’s 
Ridge and the valley of thé White River to the Missouriline. This 
will lead the army through a country where more or less forage can 
be obtained,-turn the enemy’s positions in Arkansas and the Indian 
country, and kee constantly between him and the Mississippi River, 
whence he could draw re-enforcements and supplies. While General 
Price’s infantry is resting at or near Camden his cavalry should 
operate to destroy and prevent the repair of the railroad between 
Little Rock and White River, and prevent the navigation of the 
Arkansas. Ten thousand cavalry see 8,000infantry, withan abun- 
dant artillery, especially long-range guns, will be sufficient for the 
conquest of Missouri. All the Confederate troops in Texas should 
be hurried to the front as fast as they can be replaced by the State 
troops. In the advance the cavalry should be expected to do the 
work, the infantry following to secure positions and near enough to 
concentrate on any enemy that attempts to impede the march. 
vigorous and determined advance would force back the present gar- 
risons in Arkansas and the Indian country toward Missouri, on lines 
parallel to ours, and we could beat the column nearest us whenever 
necessary. The present Arkansas division under Churchill could be 
left in that State to hold it, get up supplies, and organize recruits. 
Notwithstanding his recent promotion, Churchill is no soldier and 
will never succeed in the field. I regard the troops intrusted to his 
command as almost lost to the service. He will assuredly defeat 
any plan dependent on his generalship, even in carrying out details. 
The campaign should not now be undertaken before the summer 
heats and rains are over. By crossing the Arkansas in the first week 
of August the months of September and October would find us in 
Missouri. The cool, dry weather of these months is most favorable 
to active operations in that latitude, and the fall pastures could be 
relied on to a certain extent. Once in the Missouri line the direction 
of march would depend on supplies, disposition of the inhabitants 
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_ courier from department headquarters brings a new bate 
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. mr maelstrom but expects to lose him in the labyrinth of a bureau. — 


e conscript laws are a snareandadelusion. Old regiments which 


- have gained honor on many a well-fought field are reduced to skel- 


etons, while new organizations are constantly filled up. Ever 
M of baie 
to waste our slender ranks. Meanwhile the troops in the field are 
without pay, insufficiently supplied with food, and almost destitute 
of shoes and clothing. Requisitions for the most important articles 
upon which depend the fate of a campaign are lost in a mingled 


' maze of red tape and circumlocution. ‘These opinions are shared by 


every intelligent officer of this army, f will venture to assert, and 
require a speedy correction. 

repeat, my health precludes the hope that I can share in the Mis- 
souri campaign, and I hope the length at which I have gone into the 


‘subject will render the interview mentioned in your communication 


unnecessary. In conclusion, I have the honor to repeat the request 
Beaously made, that I may speedily be relieved from duty in this 
epartment. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 
{Inclosure H.] 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MIsSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, May 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. R. TayLor, ea 
Commanding District of West Louisiana: 

GENERAL: In your letter of the 18th [28th] instant [ultimo], report- 
ing operations on lower Red River, you complain bitterly of the 
withdrawal of Walker’s division, and say it has robbed your army of 
the just measure of its glory and the country of the most brilliant and 
complete success of the war. This most unjust complaint, though 
repeated, remained unnoticed. It was attributed to your ill-health, 
and that irritability of disposition which at Mansfield, on April 10, 
you regretted and begged me to bear with. I have again to-day 
received a communication from you, written in the same tone and 
spirit, which is objectionable and BapNO pet Walker’s division was 
detached from your command, and with Churchill and Parsons 
moved against Steele in accordance with the plan of campaign ex- 
pressed in my official communications and explained in my interview 
with you at Mansfield. You then distinctly expressed your approval 

35 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


E. KIRBY SMITH, _ 
= General. eG 
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[inclosure No, 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Near Alexandria, June 5, 1864. 


General EK. Kirpy SMITH, 
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of May 26. You are mistaken in supposing that my 
. communications were intended as complaints. I havenocomplaints _ 
tomake. My communications were statements of facts, necessary, 
in my judgment, to the proper understanding of the campaign. I _ 
have not read the story of Gil Blas and the Archbishop to so little 
urpose as not to know that truth is often considered ‘‘ objectionable ~~ 
ie superiors,” but I have notedrawn the moral that it is therefore 
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‘“improper in subordinates to state it.” The ‘‘regrets” I expressed 

at Maneteld on May [April] 10 were drawn forth by your expres- 
sions of friendship for me, and assurances that _you had given me °~ 
all the support and assistance in your power. From no man living 
have I ever begged an indulgence for my acts, whether personal or 
official. 

So far from expressing my approbation of the movement of Walker, 
Parsons, and Churchill against Steele, I stated to you on May 
[April] 13 at Mansfield, where you had come because I had written 
to request permission to follow up my victories, that Steele must inev- 
itably retreat ; that every step he advanced but insured his destruc- 
tion ; that the success of Maxey at Poison Springs made assurance 
doubly sure; that the auxiliary column must retreat, the main one 
having been routed. You replied that Steele “‘ was bold to rashness,” 
and that he would not hear of Banks’ defeat, and insisted that the 
movement be made, proposing to select the troops from my com- 
mand, It was then that I desired to accompany the troops, naming 
the divisions above mentioned and expressing my entire willingness 
to serve under General Price and give him all the assistance in my 
power. At the same time I expressed my conviction that Steele 
would retreat, and understood from you most distinctly that in this 
event my movement northward would stop at once. My offer to 
serve under General Price drew from you many compliments; yet at 
that very time, as I subsequently learned, an order had been issued 
from your headquarters directing my chief quartermaster to send 
some captured wagons, as you intended to take the field. You per- 
mitted me to move 40 miles to Shreveport, leave my command, and 
make all my arrangements for a campaign which you had deter- 
mined I was not to make. From the 13th to the night of the 15th, I 
remained under this delusion, which you by a word could have dis- 
pelled, Arrived at Shrevesort, I found myself deprived of com- 
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and that you had known for some time of Stecle’s retreat. I 
ited the arguments against the movement, but was overruled. In 
fication of your policy you observed that it was an affair of a 
few days, and in answer to my inquiry stated positively that Walk- 
er’s division was not to be Pamovet from my command. You state ~ 
that the fruits of the victory of Mansfield were secured by the march 
of the column against Steele, and that the complete success of the 
campaign was determined by his overthrow at Jenkins’ Ferry. 
After a series of engagements Banks was driven into his works 
at Alexandria on April 28, two days before the fight at Jenkins’ 
Ferry, and on the day of that fight the river was completely block- 
aded below Alexandria ae both transports and gun-boats. I 
am at a loss to conceive what connection the fruits of Mansfield have 
- with the nent at Jenkins’ Ferry. Some time before this fight you 
directed Walker to report to me, but changed your mind and ordered 
him to Camden. Immediately-after the fight you ordered Walker 
and Churchill and Parsons to join me, which shows that even in 
your opinion the Red River was the theater of events. 
At Jenkins’ Ferry you attacked with your infantry alone. Nearly 
_ 8,000 men were not used at all, either in the fight or after it. This 
surplus of troops might well have enabled you to leave Walker with 
-me. At Jenkins’ Ferry you lost more heavily in killed and wounded 
_ than the enemy. This appears from the official report of Steele, 
{ confirmed by our officers who were present. You lost two pieces of 
artillery, which the enemy did not carry off because he had previously 
_ been deprived of means of transportation by Maxey and Fagan. He 
burned his pontoon for the same reason, and because after crossing 
the Saline he had no further use for it. He marched to Little Rock 
after the fight entirely unmolested. He would unquestionably have 
one there had the fight never occurred. We do not to-day hold one 
oot more of Arkansas than if Jenkins’ Ferry had never been, and 
we have a jaded army and 1,000 less soldiers. How, then, was the 
** complete success of the campaign determined by Steele’s overthrow 
at Jenkins’ Ferry?” In ah the campaign as a whole has been a 
hideous failure. The fruits of Mansfield have been turned to dust 
and ashes. Louisiana, from Natchitoches to the Gulf, is a howling 
wilderness and her people are starving. Arkansas is probably as 
great a sufferer. In both States abolition conventions are sitting to 
overthrow their system of labor. The remains of Banks’ army have 
already gone to join Grant or Sherman, and may turn the scale 
against our overmatched brethren in Virginia and Georgia. 

On April 24 [23] the affair of Monett’s Ferry took place. The 
Federals admit that a few hours’ more delay would have led to the 
destruction of their army. Admiral Porter in his official report 
states this army to be 35,000. strong. The destruction of the army 
would have led, of necessity, to the destruction of the fleet. These 
advantages were all thrown away, to the utter destruction of the 
best interests of the country, and in their place we have Jenkins 
Ferry. Our material of war is exhausted, our men are broken down 
with long marches from Red River to Arkansas and from Arkansas 
back to Red River. About 1,000 of the best officers and men were 
sacrificed and no result attained. The roads to Saint Louis and New 
Orleans should now be open tous. Your strategy has riveted the 
fetters on both. At Jenkins’ Ferry the tactical skill which carried 
@hurchill’s, Parsons’, and Walker's divisions successively into the 
fight after its predecessor had been driven back, and which [you] 
failed to use at all, either in the fight or in a pursuit, a force of over 
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my country, I 


Se TAYLOR 
_ _Lieutenant-General. — 


. TUPELO, July 16, 1864. 
General EK. K. SMITH or : * — ogee 
Major-General WALKER, j f 
| Trans-Mississippi (care Commanding Officer,Clinton, La.): ~ 
= The President instructs me to say the enemy is reported to have. 
withdrawn his main force een) ouisiana to attack Mobile and =~ 
operate east of Mississippi River; that under such circumstances it — 
i was expected of you that you would promptly aid by sending troops 
to defeat the plans of the enemy as soon as discovered. There is no © 
doubt the enemy is moving against Mobile or some point east of the 
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Mississippi. 
S. D. LEE, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. : 
= 2 
; z 
~MontTGomErRY, July 22, 1864. : 
Brigadier-General LIDDELL : 


Send following dispatch across the Mississippi by a reliable officer, 
with instructions to deliver it either to General Smith, Taylor, 
Walker, or Polignac: 


wa; 


COLUMBUS, Ga., July 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. 8. D. Lire: 


Inform General E. K. Smith that the President orders a prompt movement of Lieu- | 
tenant-General Taylor and the infantry of his corps to cross the Mississippi. Such 
other infantry as can be spared by General Smith will follow as soon as possible. 
Bene peyler: on reaching this side Mississippi, will assume command of the de- 
partment. 


BRAXTON BRAGG. 


S. D. LEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


= 3 MONTGOMERY, July 23, 1864. 
Brigadier-General LIDDELL: : 


Send this dispatch also: 


‘General SmiTH, TAYLOR, WALKER, or POLIGNAC: : 


The movement of troops ordered by the President should be executed with the 
least possible delay. If the trains for the troops cannot be brought over the horses, 
mules, and harness should be brought at all events. I will have supplies collected 
for your troops on this side the Mississippi, but you had better send commissaries 


ahead. 
_S. D. LEE, 
Lieutenant-General, 


DERS t _ Hogrs. Trans-Mississipp1 DepT., 
(sy Bee Shreveport, La., April 19,1864. 
our arms with signal victories at Mansfield and 

ant Hill. The general commanding finds it an appropriate 
ion to pay a well-merited tribute to the endurance and valor of 


- from souri, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas—after long and 
_ tedious marches, their combined courage has gained on the soil of 
- Louisiana the patriot soldier’s highest reward—victory. They have 
driven in confused flight from the battle-field the boastful minions 
of despotism. In the name of a grateful people I thank them for 
this splendid result. While we mourn for the glorious dead and 
sympathize with the heroic wounded, let us take courage for the 
future. ee prompt obedience to orders and patient endurance we 
will be enabled to repeat this great achievement whenever the enemy 
shall advance in force against any part of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department. When the soldiers of phere Arkansas, Louisiana, 
and Texas stand together in battle, with the blessing of God we con- 
fidently expect victory. The names of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill 
Bi be inscribed on the colors of the regiments engaged in these 
battles. 
By command of General E. Kirby Smith: 
Ss. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Camden, Ark., May 3, 1864, 
Soldiers of the Trans-Mississippi Department ; 

Our arms in Louisiana have again been crowned withsuccess. Vic- 
torious at Cloutierville, we have captured a gun-boat and transports, 
and driven the enemy demoralized and retreating within the shelter 
of his intrenchments at Alexandria. No meed of praise is too great 
for that gallant little army and its skillful and energetic chief. To — 
his glorious victories at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill, under Provi- 
dence, is the success of this campaign in a great measure due. 

EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Camden, Ark., May 3, 1864. 
Soldiers of the Trans-Mississippi Department : 

Once more in the hour of victory we are called upon to mourn the 
heroic dead. Generals W. R. Scurry and Horace Randal have fallen 
upon thefieldof honor. AtJenkins’ Ferry they offered themselves up 
precious victims on the altar of liberty. Mouton and Green are 
yone; Scurry and Randal have followed on the same glorious path. 

e it ours to emulate their virtues and valor, and to act as men not 
unworthy to associate with such heroes. The colorsof their respect- 

Live brigades will be draped in mourning for thirty days. 
EK. KIRBY SMITH, 
General, Commanding, 


» troop; engaged in these battles. Collected from remote points— — ia 
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_ Sour own. The fields of Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Cloutierville 
ase rion Sprthan. Marks’ Mills, and Jenkins’ Ferry attest your devotion 
Hight thousand killed and wounded, 6,600 prisoners, 34 pieces ot 


Soldiers of the Trans-Mississippt Department: 

- ‘The campaign inaugurated at Mansfield on the day of nat 
and supplication has, under Providence, been cro 1 

~ glorious and brilliant successes. You have defeated a foe t 


at 


artillery, 1,200 wagons, 1 gun-boat, and 3 transports are already the 
fruits of your pinion “The path of glory is still open to you; 
permanent security to your homes before you. Call together your 
‘comrades, and shoulder to shoulder we will yet free the soil of our 
beloved country from the invader’s footsteps. Soldiers of Arkansas, 

Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana, you have the thanks of a grateful — 
people. Your living will be respected; your dead honored and re- 


vered, E. KIRBY- SMITH, 
General. 


No. 94. 


Narrative of Lieut. Edward Cunningham, Aide-de-Camp and Chief - 
of Artillery.* 


SHREVEPORT, LA., June 27, 1864. 

My Dear UNCLE: I stated in my letter to you, written about two 
weeks since, that I would inclose some orders and an address from 
General Taylor to his troops. I neglected to do so at that time, but 
send them now. General Taylor has been relieved from the com- 
mand of the District of West Louisiana and ordered to Natchitoches, 
there to await the pleasure of the President. The circumstances 
under which he was relieved it is not my business to tell. All that 
is generally known is that General Taylor requested to be relieved. 
I do not wish to be regarded as writing in a mischief-making or 
partisan spirit. An effort will very probably be made by General 
Taylor’s friends at Richmond to excite dissatisfaction against Gen- 
eral Smith, or even to have him relieved from command. As they 
will no doubt take issue on the conduct of the campaign, rather than 
directly upon any point of difference which may exist between Gen- 
eral Smith and General Taylor, I shall endeavor to give you an ac- 
count of the course of events, together with the reasons, as far as I 
understand them, for which the principal movements of troops were 
made. _ This explanation may enable you to appreciate correctly any 
discussions of this subject which may come under your notice. “Here 
let me say you cannot depend upon the truth of many statements 
you may hear. General Taylor’s friends will doubtless get their 
information from him and those around him here, among whom 
there is a disposition to criticise, misrepresent, and condemn every- 
thing done by or connected with General Smith. General Taylor is 
avery bad man, You understand that I speak deliberately senti- 


*This document was captured in transitu and was forwarded to the U.S, War 
Department by General Canby, 
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aheld. 
“held. 


nssfor o good reason for more than twelve months, 


id with 
bvious reasons I have never made known except to. 
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z cage should be about such matters. . ie Shee 
About the Ist of Dele ae it became evident, from the move- 
ments of the enemy at New Orleans, Little Rock, and Fort Smith, that 
_ a combined offensive movement was preparing against the Trans-Mis- 

-sissippi Department. The Red River Valley was to be the theater of 
_ Operations. This appeared both from the enemy’s movements and 

_ from reports from his lines. The Northern papers stated that Sher- 
_man’s force, which had just returned from its expedition through 
_ Mississippi, would also be sent for a time to this side of the river, and 
_ that Sherman, Banks, and Steele would make a combined movement 
_ on Shreveport. Accordingly, every preparation was made for con- 
_ centrating the troops. Green’s division of cavalry was ordered from 
the Texas coast to Alexandria, while depots of subsistence and for- 
age were pate on the important lines connecting Arkansas, Loui- 
siana, and Texas. Troops of all arms were ‘ordered to be mobilized 
as well as possible and held in readiness to move with celerity to 
any point where they might be needed. This was a critical junc- 
ture.. It was expected that Sherman would move from Vicksburg 
or Natchez. Instead of that, however, he sent only two divisions 
(one of the Sixteenth and one of the Seventeenth, in all about 10,000 
men) to the mouth of Red River. From that point this command 
moved to De Russy, when it again took transports and joined Banks 
at Alexandria on March 18. General A. J. Smith commanded the 
two divisions. It preceded Banks three or four days. It landed at 
Simsport March 12. At that time the distribution of our force was 
as follows: In Louisiana General Taylor had two divisions of in- 
fantry and 1,500 or 2,000 cavalry in detachments ; Walker’s division, 
consisting of Randal’s, Waul’s, and Scurry’s brigades, was posted 
from Fort De Russy down the Bayou De Glaize to Simsport; 
Mouton’s division, consisting of Polignac’s and Gray’s brigades, 
was divided—one brigade near Alexandria and the other on its way 
to Alexandria from Trinity, the junction of the Ouachita, Little, 
and Tensas Rivers. Banks was organizing his expedition at Berwick 
Bay. Colonel Vincent, with the Second Louisiana Cavalry and a bat- 
tery, was near Opelousas watching him. General Liddell, with a bri- 
gade of cavalry and several batteries, was near Monroe watching the 
approaches from Natchez and Vicksburg. Green’s cavalry, although 
ordered to move two weeks before this, did not leave the vicinity 
of Hempstead, Tex., till March 15, and did not reach General Taylor 
till between the 1st and 5th of April. The strength of the column 
which landed at Simsport was, as it usually is, overestimated, Gen- 
eral Walker, whose force compared to it as four to ten, fell back up 
the Bayou De Glaize to a point near Fort De Russy, and thence 
moved to Evergreen, about 30 miles south of Alexandria, where 
he was joined by General Taylor with Mouton’s division. Mean- 
while General Walker had left the garrison at Fort De Russy 
to its fate, as he considered it impossible, from the nature of the 
ground and the preponderance of the enemy’s force, to cover or 
support the place. It fell with its garrison on March 14, by a land 
attack. General Taylor estimated the strength of this column at 
23,000 men. Immediately after the fall of Fort De Russy the enemy 
occupied Alexandria, General Taylor was thrown off into the ping 
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eral Smith and some of his friends, who could see as much as I. 
as cautious and particular as I knowa person occupying __ 


Si Tig Ae Wy ue ier ae nia 


een’s cava. 


ehemy’s transports passing. 


On March 21, the enemy came out from Alexandria and surprised — 
the Second Louisiana Cavalry, capturing most of that regiment, to- — 
gether with Edgar’s four-gun battery. This force constituted our 

‘rear guard. General Taylor then fell rapidly back to the vicinity of 


Natchitoches. After remaining ten or twelve days in Alexandria 
Banks moved slowly up in pursuit. He met with no serious resist- 
ance till the battle of Mansfield. In Arkansas General Price had his 
infantry near Spring Hill, 15 miles from Washington and 60 from 
Camden, while the cavalry under General Marmaduke held the line 
of the Ouachita, scouring the country in front to within 25 miles of 


Little Rock, where Steele had for some time been preparing for an- 


advance. <A brigade of cavalry under General Cabell was posted be- 
tween Washington and Paraclifta in observation of the enemy, about 
5,000 strong, at Fort Smith, and guarding the ee east of the 
Arkansas line, while General Maxey, with two 
watched those leading through the Indian Territory to North Texas. 
On March 23, Steele moved out from Little Rock with about 8,000 
men. On the 21st, Thayer left Fort Smith with about 3,000. The 
effected a junction at Arkadelphia about the 31st. General Cabell 
was ordered to General Marmaduke. The cavalry was in two divis- 
ions, one under Marmaduke and one under Fagan. General Maxey 
was ordered with all of his force, except such as was needed to pre- 
vent small raids, to hold himself at Laynesport, in the extreme 
southeast corner of the Indian Territory, so as to support General 
Price and operate on his left should he be forced: back by Steele. 
Steele’s plan was to move by Washington to Red River, cross near 
Fulton, and destroy the stores and shops at Jefferson and Marshall, 
taking us in rear while we operated against Banks, or giving the 
latter an opportunity of getting our communications should we 
move against Steele. Steele moved very slowly and cautiously, 
harassed by our cavalry, who impeded his march at every step. 
He was about sixteen days moving from Camden to Prairie D’ Ane, 
a distance of about 100 miles. Our object was to delay a general 
engagement until the two columns of the enemy, or one of them, 
should approach sufficiently near Shreveport, our point of concen- 
tration, to enable us to strike with as much as possible of our force 
one of the two without abandoning our depots or communications to 
the other. Our important points were Shreveport, Jefferson, and 
Marshall—the last a vital point. Accordingly, Price’s old division, 
now divided into Parsons’ (Missouri) and Churchill’s (Arkansas) 
divisions, was ordered to Shreveport, where it arrived on the 24th. 
At this time Banks was at Natchitoches and Steele near Little Rock, 
in view, both advancing, but Steele making slow progress, our cay- 
alry disputing his advance stubbornly. Besides, he was obliged to 
haul all of his forage from Little Rock and to guard his trains closely. 
Thus Banks was 98 and Steele 200 miles from Shreveport. Banks 
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advance ; General Taylor fell back before him. On 
6, his advance was at Pleasant Hill; General Taylor mes 
eld, where the roads fork to Marshall and Shreveport. — 
chill’s and Parsons’ divisions were sent to him. They reached _ 
ield the night of the 8th. Green’s cavalry had also arrived, __ 
ng been rs has to make a long detour to get in front of the 
ly. At 4o’clock on the evening of the 8th, General Mouton, 
without the order or knowledge of General Taylor, attacked andre- 
- pulsed the Thirteenth Army Corpsand Cavalry Division, the advance = 
of the enemy, from 8,000 to 10,000 strong, 3 miles south of Mansfield. __ 
The first news brought to General Taylor of the fight was, as I am 
informed, that General Mouton had attacked the enemy and been 
killed. Walker’s and Green’s divisions were then put into action, 
when the engagement became a running fight for 4 or 5 miles, our 
‘men double-quicking a considerable portion of the way. 
The enemy got into a stampede and our men rushed after them 
li-mell through the woods till dark. Four or five of their light bat- 
ies and the train of the ee were in front. As soon as 
the fight commenced these vehicles blocked up the road, which was 
_ very narrow and ran through a thick pine woods. Most of the horses 
were carried off and the guns and wagons were left in our hands. 
_ Only one of their batteries was brought into action. About night, 
the Thirteenth Corps and the cavalry having been driven back about 
4 miles, the Nineteenth Army Corps, General Franklin commanding, 
came up, and for awhile checked our advance, but it gave way also 
after a little, and was driven back some half a mile, when it became 
_ too dark for us to pursue farther. The enemy continued his retreat 
during the night. Our loss was about 1,000 killed and wounded ; 
that of the enemy greater. He also lost 150 wagons, 22 pieces of 
artillery, and 1,800 prisoners. At this time General A. J. Smith, with 
one division of the Sixteenth and one of the Seventeenth wie 
» was at Natchitoches. From Shreveport it is 42 miles to Mansfield, 
' 65 miles to Pleasant Hill, and 98 to Natchitoches. On the night 
of the 8th, Churchill and Parsons came up. The pursuit was re- 
sumed at daylight on the 9th. In the evening the enemy was found 
in line of battle at. Pleasant Hill, A. J. Smith, who had come up 
from Natchitoches, on the left, Franklin (Nineteenth Corps) on the 
right, the whole about 24,000. The Thirteenth Corps had gone 
on.to Natchitoches. The enemy’s right was in woods, his left in 
open fields. Walker and Polignac (commanding Mouton’s dtvision) 
attacked on our left, Parsons and Churchill on our right. The 
charge of the Arkansas and Missouri troops was dashing. On their 
left the enemy had five brigades and several batteries. Part of their 
infantry was in advance of the artillery and part in rear for a sup- 
ort. The Missouri division was to have been supported on the left 
xy Seurry’s brigade (Walker’s extreme right), but instead of co- 
operating the two went into action separately, and were whipped in 
detail. The Missouri division drove back the enemy’s line in its 
front, and came up within 50 yards of their batteries, but having no 
support on their left, were flanked by the enemy from that direction, 
and meeting a heavy fire from the supporting force, retreated in 
confusion. About the time they had gotten away from the enemy, 
who showed no disposition to follow, Scurry’s brigade came up and 
was repulsed aah avtne driven back the enemy’s line in his front 
The enemy followed him some distance, cap- 


a quarter of a mile. é 2 
turing several hundred prisoners. Night put a stop to the fight, 
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he next morning, after sunrise, very much to our surprise, we 


- learned that the enemy had retreated during the night. The cay-— 


alry was immediately sent in pursuit, while the infantry was taken — 
back to Mansfield for organization, rest, and supplies. The enemy 

evidently considered himself whipped. He ought to know. Inde- 
pendently of the condition of the troops after the fight, the want of 

supplies below Mansfield and of transportation to haul them_ren- 

dered immediate pursuit with our whole force impossible. Below 

Mansfield all was a howling wilderness. The only way in which a 

large body of troops there could be supplied was by the river, which 
at this time was occupied by the gun-boats of the enemy upto within _ 
30 miles of Shreveport. Furthermore, the enemy’s land force, even 
though it should be demoralized, had at all times the guns of their 
fleet, upward of one hundred in number, for a protection. At best 
our chase, had we been able to advance, would have wound up at the 
Mississippi, with that barrier to our farther progress, and with noth- 
ing more accomplished than would be done by the enemy himself if 
let alone. A campaign against New Orleans, had there been no 
enemy in the one besides Banks, would have been utter mad- 
ness. On the other hand, Steele, with 11,000 men, was moving on 
Camden, from the fortifications at which point he could, in perfect 
security from our cavalry, watch our operations, and if an oppor- 
tunity offered, strike at Jefferson, Marshall, or Shreveport. To 
leave him in this position, and transfer all our troops except our 
cavalry left in Arkansas to Lower Louisiana, would be to jeopardize 
our very salvation. Northward great results would follow Steele’s 
signal defeat. The regaining of the Arkansas Valley and the break- 
ing up of the Yankee State government, as well as having the route 
to Missouri open, were considerations of great importance., These 
results accomplished, the numerical strength of our armies might 
soon be doubled. For these reasons General Smith determined to 
move against Steele, and accordingly Walker’s, Parsons’, and 
Churchill’s divisions were put in motion. 

Here is the point: General Taylor and his friends assert with the 
most confident assurance that had he been allowed to “‘ follow up his 
victory” the utter destruction of Banks and Porter would have been 
the result. Perhaps the exact force of this argument can be appre- 
ciated only by persons who saw General Taylor’s victorious army 
just after it had attempted to destroy a part of General Banks’ force 
without the fleet to support it; but still the idea of our annihilating 
in their intrenchments a force three-fourths of which we had failed 
to whip in open fight, and of transporting over a distance of 250 
miles supplies we had been unable to haul 65 miles. Such projects 
must appear in their true light to any sensible person who looks 
calmly and impartially into the matter. It was impossible for the 
enemy to maintain permanently at Natchitoches a force sufficient to 
hold the place. Red River must soon fall, and supplies would then 
have to be hauled from Simsport. The country would supply 
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Parsons, Churchill, and Walker arrived at Shreveport on April 16, 
__ en route for'Camden. Walker moved on the right ati Minden, Par- 
_ sons in the center via Benton, and Churchill on the left, following Red 
River 35 miles up and then turning to the right, passing nase Aaa 
nolia. Walker’s division was halted 20 miles beyond Minden on 
the reception of information from General .Taylor that the enemy 
was intrenching at Natchitoches and had thrown two pontoon 
bridges across the Red River at Grand Ecore, the steam-boat landing 
for that place. In this position (48 miles from Shreveport, 115 from 
_ Natchitoches, and 66 from Camden) General Walker was in a good - 
attitude to meet any movement of Banks in the direction of the 
- Ouachita or against Shreveport, or any movement of Steele in the 
direction of Red River. It was thought possible Banks and Steele 
might endeavor to effect a junction east of Shreveport, which accom- 
plished, we could have but little hope of resisting their united 
strength. Walker remained in this position till the enemy evac- 
uated Grand Ecore and retreated south with his land and naval 
forces. The bridge had been thrown across Red River to enable the 
enemy’s infantry to protect his transports and gun-boats from Gen- 
eral Liddell’s force, which had moved up opposite to them and in- 
flicted considerable loss upon them, destroying one or two boats. 
Five thousand or 6,000 men were thrown to the north side, but did 
not go far from the river. Parsons and Churchill had been held 
about 25 miles from Camden, ready to move upon that place or in 
- the direction of Minden, as occasion might require. 

Steele had gone into our works at Camden with his whole force on 
the 18th. General Price had been instructed to throw his cavalry 
into them before Steele’s arrival if he felt sure of holding the posi- 
tion, but not to put aforce there to be sacrificed. He was instructed 
at all events to send at least a brigade of cavalry to the north side of 
the Ouachita for the purpose of cutting off the enemy’s supplies from 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff. Neither direction was followed. 

On April 18, Generals Maxey and Marmaduke had fought the 
enemy (a foraging party about 2,500 strong) at Poison Springs, 12 
miles from Camden, dispersing the whole force and capturing a few 
prisoners, 212 wagons and teams, with 4 pieces of artillery. It 
was so close to the enemy’s main body that we did not have time or 
opportunity to pick up the prisoners who dispersed in the woods, 
but contented ourselves with hauling off the artillery and train. 

When General Smith arrived at General Price’s headquarters and 
ascertained that no cavalry had been thrown across the Ouachita he 
dispatched General Fagan with 3,500 men to go, if possible, into 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff and destroy the depots ‘at those points. 
The garrisons at both places were understood to be small. General 
Fagan did not Seeecush this great object. He could not get his 
artillery, of which he had four pieces, across the Saline River at the 
point where he attempted to cross. On the 23d or 24th [25th], he en- 
countered a force of the enemy about 1,500 strong, in charge of a 
train at Marks’ Mills, on the west side of the Ouachita. He succeeded 
in capturing all the infantry (1,300); the cavalry (200) escaped. He 
also captured a four-gun battery and 200 wagons and teams, besides 
100 which were burned during the fight. Meanwhile our forces 
were drawn close around Camden. The works, which had been 
constructed by us last year, were such as to make it very doubtful 
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night to construct a bridge over which the infantry could pass. A 
sunrise on the morning of the 28th, the troops commenced crossing. 
The enemy had twenty-six hours’ start of us. On the night of the — 
= 29th, the head of our infantry was at Tulip, 14 miles from the Saline, | 
_. at Jenkins’ Ferry, and 40 miles from Camden. A brigade of our 
a cavalry was at the Bottom of the Saline, 3 miles from the river. 
A Our rear was at Princeton, 22 miles from Jenkins’ Ferry and 32. 

miles from Camden. The rear of the enemy’s column had passed 

Tulip at 8 o’clock that morning. The Saline Bottom was, however, 

a quagmire 5 miles wide, and it was possible his trains had not been 

gotten over. We had but little expectation of getting a fight. Our 

pontoon train had not come up, and even with it we could not cross 
the river in face of the enemy. General Fagan had not been heard ~~ 
~ from for some days. It was hoped he would hear of Steele’s retreat 
and throw himself in his front, thus giving us an opportunity of 
catching up and attacking him in rear. Here a dispatch was re- 
ceived stating that he (Fagan), after vainly endeavoring to cross the 

Saline at points lower down, had gone up near Arkadelphia for for- 

age and would cross the Saline at Benton. He had not learned of - 

Steele’s retreat. In a vague hope of being able to overtake the 

enemy’s rear guard next morning the troops were rested from dark 

till 1 o’clock, Churchill and Parsons at Tulip, Walker at Princeton, 

8 miles to the rear. At 1 0’clock the column moved forward through 

deep mud, rain coming down in torrents. At daylight the two 

divisions were up with the cavalry advance, having marched 52 

miles in forty-six hours. Skirmishing commenced and the enemy’s 

pickets were driven in. We could hardly believe there was any 
arge force of the enemy on our side of the river. The firing becom- 

ing more general, Churchill’s division was thrown forward. I give | 

you a rough sketch* of the ground. Dockery’s brigade was thrown 

to the left of a bayou which ran parallel with and very close to the 

road by which we advanced. It was pushed down toward the Saline, 

while the other part of the division moved down on the right side. 

The enemy was soon found in force and Parsons’ division was put 

into action on Churchill’s right. 

Word was sent back to General Walker to hurry one brigade 

of his division forward on the road we had come, and to take the 

other two brigades by a road which turns off to the right 5 miles 

from the Saline, and was said by our scouts to lead to the enemy’s 

left flank. The battle-field was a boggy marsh covered with timber 

and considerable undergrowth. The enemy were concealed by the 

undergrowth and fallen logs, so that our men could scarcely see 

them at all, Scurry’s and Randal’s brigades, of Walker’s division, 
moved by the road leading toward the enemy’s left. Waul’s brigade 

was held in reserve in rear of Churchill and Parsons. The cavalry 

brigade was mostly thrown forward as skirmishers. Our troops, I 

regret to say, did not fight well. Before Walker reached the enemy 
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‘Churchill’s divisions were driven back, Th 
ion and it was amapossible for their officers, most of whom 


y account, to do anything with them. The enemy 
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rt his left, Parsons’ division moving in its rear as a support. — 
Waul soon became engaged. The firing was very heavy Pie See 
-anhour. Our men fired very wildly. Waul’s right was slightly 
hana by Walker’s left. Waul’s troops were repulsed. Ran- 
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ved little disposition to follow.. “As soon as Walker’s guns were _ 
off to our right Waul’s brigade was pushed torenrd to sup- _ 
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in the center, and Scurry; on the right, held their ground, 


_ though their troops were in great disorder. Parsons’ division did 
not support Waul as it was intended, but moved somewhere to the 


of our line and did no more fighting. 


. ht 
= 3a about an hour from the time Waul’s brigade went into action — 


the enemy withdrew along their whole line. Our troops did not 
follow immediately. They were in great disorder. Churchill’s 
men had been again collected and skirmishers were thrown for- 
ward. An hour and a half afterward, when our advance reached 
the river, about 2 miles from the battle-ground, the enemy had 
crossed. They did not take up their pontoon bridge, but punched 
holes in the boats and left the wagons on this side of the river. I 
cannot say to which side the victory, as far as the fighting goes, be- 
longs: The forces engaged were about equal. Their severely 
wounded were left on the field and just on the other side of the 
river. They compare to our severely wounded as three to two. We 
lost about 800 killed and wounded ; I suppose that of the enemy to 
be about 1,200. We did not cross the Saline, for two reasons: First, 
our men had nothing to eat. The rations issued to them were out 
the night of the battle and our wagons had not come up, being de- 
layed at Camden by the non-arrival of the pontoon train. Secondly, 
the incessant rains had so swelled the Salime that it was for four or 
five days after the next day (which was the earliest we could for 
the first reason cross) 2 or 3 miles wide, spreading over its bottom in 
all directions. To campaign permanently beyond the Saline with- 
out the establishment of depots of eupyes was utterly impossible. 
When our cavalry got across they found a good many wagons stuck 
in the mud on the other side. General Fagan, hearing the true state 
of things while near Arkadelphia the evening before the fight, hur- 
ried up to join us. He reached Jenkins’ Ferry just after the fight, 
which closed between 12 and 2 o’clock. He failed to accomplish his 
mission through circumstances perhaps over which he had no con- 
trol. The destruction of the stores at Little Rock and Pine Bluff 
would haveruined the enemy. During this time General Taylor had 
followed the enemy up very vigorously, capturing and destroying 
three gun-boats and six or eight transports. He insisted that with 
Walker’s, Parsons’, and Churchill’s divisions he could overwhelm 
Banks, who was now at Alexandria assisting Porter, who was trying 
to get his gun-boats over the falls. The infantry in Arkansas was 
immediately put in motion to him, as it seemed possible the enemy 
might be compelled to abandon or destroy his fleet. Unfortunately 
for us he built a dam across Red River, by the aid of which, to- 

ether with a slight rise, he succeeded in getting all his boats off 
pefore our troops arrived in force. General Taylor had thrown his 
forces all around the place and had entirely cut off communication 
with the river below. There was some severe skirmishing between 
the enemy and our cavalry, but the latter were always compelled to 
retire when the enemy came out in heavy force. It was on the-river 


above referred to. 16 Eastport, one of the fin 
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Once or twice while he was at Alexandria the posture of our force 
was such that by a short and comparatively safe movement of 10,000 _ 
men he might have insured beyond peradventure the capture of 
Polignac’s division. He must have been in the main aware of the _ 
position and strength of our force. Along with the hope of accom- = 
plishing his main purpose; he seems to have given up all desire to 
acquit himself with any credit. Fee ye : 

The Yankees left Alexandria about May [13], after burning two-  — 
thirds of the town. Whether it was their intention to burn the 
whole place, or only some of the public buildings, warehouses, &c., 


does not clearly appear. My opinion is they did not intend total — 


destruction. The wind was very high and the fire could not be man- 
aged. A considerable quantity of stores was destroyed. The gun- 
boats took off some of their armor to lighten them, and ten or twelve 
heavy guns were burst on the river bank. General Taylor fought 
them at Moreauville three or four hours and then drew off 
his force, which was between them and Simsport. Following up 
their retreat he received a severe repulse at Yellow Bayou, 6 miles 
from Simsport, from some new cea brought from the Texas coast. 
This fight occurred on [May 18], and virtually closed the campaign. 
Before being relieved from command General Taylor had given up 
his idea of a campaign toward New Orleans, and had ordered all of 
his infantry back to the vicinity of Alexandria, there to rest and 
prepare for future operations. ee 
I have given you as clearly as Iam able the details of this cam- 
paign. I doubt if they will be interesting to you, in view of the 
great events now transpiring in Virginia and Georgia; but, as I 
have said, they are data from which you may judge the merits of a 
case which I am sure will not long fail to be discussed at Richmond. 
General Taylor has warm supporters there—men who will not be 
deterred from carrying their point by any scruples of honor or verac- 
ity. General Smith’s policy and motives, as well as many facts con- 
nected with his operations, will be misrepresented. It will doubtless 
be asserted in the East, as it has already been here, that the move- 
ment of troops from Louisiana to Arkansas after the battle of Pleas- 
ant Hill was against General Taylor’s views and protest. On this 
point I need only say that General Smith told me immediately after 
our return from Mansfield, where the decision was made, that Gen- 
eral Taylor approved of his plan of moving immediately against 
Steele. He even selected the troops he wished to go. The plan at 
first was that he should accompany them. Certainly I never heard 
a word of his disapproval of the movement until he arrived at Shreve- 
port on his way to Arkansas, and it was determined that he should 
remain in Louisiana. I have not a shadow of doubt that all the sub- 
sequent criticisms and complaints of himself and friends are entirely 
the results of ‘pique. There seems to be among them a settled deter- 
mination to place to his credit all the favorable contingencies that 
might have happened had déperations been differently conducted. 
People will not be content to let well enough alone, They cannot 


to understand that an enemy may sometimes be : 
the most consummate skill cannot yee the capture of his 
2 force. Nowadays we rarely hear of a fight in which our men = 
conducted themselves respectably but that there comes along 
account of our having the enemy hemmed, cut off, or alread 
rk ed. Even sensible men will indulge and encourage this morbid ~ 
“appetite for the incredible. Hence it follows that frequently after a 
campaign in which the odds have been greatly against us, and dur- 
mg which the mass of the people exposed have been hopeless of the 
result and ready to take the oath of allegiance to the enemy, these 
very people, whose miserable cowardice and want of determination 
area disgrace to a good cause, find it unaccountable—perfectly out- 
rageous—that the Yankees were not all destroyed. Utter annihila- 
tion is generally the only thing that will at all suffice for these pseudo- 
- Savage “ stay-at-homes.” 
I do not think General Smith’s late campaign admits a well- 
_ grounded criticism. All turns upon a comparison of the objects to 
Bcnined by operating against Banks or Steele after Pleasant Hill. 

That it was impossible for us to pursue Banks immediately—under 

_four or five days—cannot be gainsaid. It was impossible because 

we did not have transportation for supplies, and impossible because 

we had been beaten, demoralized, paralyzed in the fight of the 9th. 

One week was the shortest time in which we could put ourselves 
_ before the enemy at Natchitoches. By that time he had constructed 

strong works in a naturally strong position. Could we, weakened 
by the loss of 2,500 men and demoralized by defeat, beat the enemy 
here in a fortified position with a force superior to ours as seven to 
four? It would seem that pursuit with a small force of men to har- 
ass the enemy constantly was more effective than would have been 
the clumsy and slow pursuit of a larger force destitute of supplies. 
We were not strong enough to drive the enemy from hus position, 
and if he retreated of his own accord we might as well be actively 
employed elsewhere—near enough all the time to meet any advance 
movement of his. A comparison can hardly be instituted between 
the results flowing from the defeat of Banks and that of Steele. 
The former rested on his gun-boats. His retreat was ene pt - y 
secure, and our pursuit beyond a certain point impossible. Steele 
was more than 200 miles from Helena, his permanent base of opera- 
tions and supplies. His communications were through an open pine 
country, where his trains could be attacked at any point, and with 
nothing to protect him from being literally devoured by our cavalry 
could we once break his lines. 

The regaining of the capital of the State and the breaking up of 
the new State government would give us perhaps 8,000 or 10,000 men, 
while with Steele back upon the Mississippi or his force destroyed 
our cavalry might now be in Missouri. Unfortunately in this de- 
partment the immense tracts of desert country and the want of 
transportation sufficient. to carry supplies over them teri narrow 
limits to the possible achievements of our troops, and distance be- 
comes one of the principal elements in a military problem. I con- 
tend that our failure to break up Steele’s force, if not to capture or 
destroy it, resulted from an accident which could not be foreseen and 
had nothing to do with the conception of the plans—I mean Gen- 
eral Fagan not putting himself in Steele’s front between the Oua- 
chita and the Saline. Even had our pontoon arrived in time we 
would most probably have fought him on fair ground and signally 
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ae ; him. “th s detiates our arn fences Ca 
lost the department. Some persons say the campaign ws 
_ but it might have been so much better had this or 
- differently. Very true, but it might have been so muc 
That any action will be taken in this matter by the President I ha 
not the least idea, but I have a pride that matters should be under- — 
_ stood correctly by the people, and particularly by General Smith’s — 
- friends. AsI should hate for the enemy to get this document 
- shall await a safe opportunity tosendit. | SES 
: Your affectionate nephew, — 


[RicHARD H. CUNNINGHAM, 


E. CUNNINGHAM] _ 
Lynchburg, Va.| 5% 


JULY: 11, [1864.] 


a P. §.—Dr. Tom has just called and says he will take this. for me. = 
3 ‘ He will probably see you and tell you how I am getting on. me 
ss EK. C. Sas = 
= Aw 
ES No. 95. : 
2 Reports of Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, C. S. Army, commanding — 
= District of West Louisiana.* 
ALEXANDRIA, July 31, 1864. 

q Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 


Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: The accompanying report was written long since, but 
the impossibility of obtaining returns of the casualties in the cavalry 
prevented me from forwarding it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Tneutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIsTRIcT OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
Shreveport, April 18, 1864. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report and 
request that the accompanying documents be made a part of it. 
Document A (March 5) shows my anticipation of the enemy’s cam- 
aign. Hearing that Sherman had visited New Orleans, I feared 
iis co-operation with Banks from Vicksburg, but I had no means of 
estimating either the extent or time of such co-operation. Docu- 
ment B (March 7) orders Polignac to move his brigade to Alexandria 
at once. Document C (March 8) proposes an expedition against 
Plaquemine, as the enemy was not ready to move from the Teche, 
and an offensive movement, so unexpected, might well delay his 
attack and afford time for my re-enforcements from Texas to come up. 
Document D, with inclosed papers from March 13 to 15 inclusive. 
relative to the landing of the enemy at Simsport and subsequent, 


* See also General Taylor’s correspondence, March 6-June 5, with General Smith 
pp. 488-546, . 
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Shortly after reaching the troops on the Boeuf I received the in- 
telligence of the enemy’s fleet reaching Alexandria about 4.30 p. m. 


shows I had reason to expect. On the 19th, the Second Louisiana 
Cavalry joined me, and on the 20th, was sent forward to the valley 
of the Bayou Rapides to push on toward Alexandria. 
During the 20th and the morning of the 21st, this regiment skir- 
mished briskly with the enemy. Being apprehensive that the enemy 
would send largely superior forces and fig ci ik to dislodge them, I 
sent Edgar’s battery of light artillery to Colonel Vincent on the 
morning of the 21st, and posted it at a strong position near James 
Store. where it commanded the valley of the Rapides. Late in the 


* See of March 19, 1864, p. 598. 
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Cane River about 26 miles below Natchitoches, whence I could draw 
abundant supplies of forage and subsistence. At the same time I 
dispatched couriers to intercept the cavalry re-enforcements and di- 
rect them to cross the Sabine at points above Burr’s Ferry and join 
me at Beasley’s. From the 22d, to the 29th, I remained at Beasley’s, 
hoping each day that some of my cavalry re-enforcements would ar- 
rive, the enemy in the mean time massing his forces at Monett’s 
Ferry, and when he crossed Cane River, it being impossible to pro- 
cure subsistence and forage from that direction, I ordered the cav- 
alry to fall back slowly toward Natchitoches, contesting the enemy’s 
"advance, and moved the infantry by way of Fort Jesup to Pleasant 
Hill. Depots of supplies having been established at both places, I 
proceeded myself on the 30th to Natchitoches, where I remained until 
within a few hours of the arrival of the enemy. 

On the night of the 30th, Colonel McNeill’s Fifth Texas Cavalr 
reached Natchitoches, numbering 250 men, of whom 50 were unarmed, 
and on the morning of the 31st, Colonel Herbert’s Seventh Texas 
Cavalry reached the same place, numbering 350 men, of whom 125 
were unarmed. ‘These were the first re-enforcements which reached 
me since the opening of the campaign. Taking a steam-boat I pro- 
ceeded to Blair’s Landing, and thence across the Bayou Pierre to 
Pleasant Hill, examining the road with a view to its use in hauling 
supplies from the river in the event of our oceupying Pleasant Hill 
for any considerable length of time. I reached Pleasant Hill 
on April 1, the divisions of Major-General Walker and Brigadier- 
General Mouton arriving on the same day. 

On the evening of April 1, Major-General Green joined me in 
person, On the night of April 1, I was informed by General Green 
that Colonel Debray was marching from Many to Pleasant Hill with 
his regiment and Moseley’s and McMahan’s batteries and his trains. 
As the enemy was moving up on the Natchitoches road to Pleasant 
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ill in force I ordered Colonel Debray to push forward his batteries 

and trains with dispatch, which was done. Colonel Debray, with — 

_ his regiment. unexpectedly encountered the enemy before he reached _ 
Pleasant Hill and had a brisk skirmish with them, whicli re- 
sulted in a loss to him of 4 or 5 wounded. At the same time Gen- 

eral Bagby, with his cavalry command, was skirmishing with the 

_ enemy who were advancing on the Natchitoches road. ,On the 3 

_ morning of the 3d,I offered battle to the enemy at Pleasant Hill, 

_ which was not accepted by him, and leaving the cavalry in the front 

_ I withdrew the pen 10 Mansfield, which place they reached on 

the 5th. On the 6th, Brigadier-General Major’s brigade of cavalry, 
Hardeman’s and Waller’s regiments, of Bagby’s brigade of cavalry, 
and Buchel’s regiment of cavalry reached Mansfield, having taken 
the road via Logansport, as directed by me on the night of the 2d, 

On the morning of the 7th, I received information from Brigadier- 
General Major, commanding the cavalry advance and outposts at 
Pleasant Hill, that the enemy was advancing with a large force of 
all arms and was driving in our pickets. On receipt of this news I 
moved to the front in company with Major-General Green, and after 
verifying the fact that the advance was rather serious, leaving Gen- 
eral Green in command in front I returned to Mansfield to make my 
arrangements for the following day, announcing my intention to 
department headquarters to fight a general engagement the next 
day if the enemy advanced in force, unless ordered positively not to 
0 SO. 

Churchill’s and Parsons’ divisions of Arkansas and Missouri 
troops, numbering about 4,000 bayonets, were ordered to march at 
early dawn on the morning of the 8th from their camp, 20 miles dis- 
tant, to Mansfield. These troops reached Shreveport on the evening 
of March 24, and were retained at that place until late in the evening 
of April 4, when they were ordered to march to Keachie, report to 
me, and await my orders at that point. 

The infantry divisions of Major-General Walker and Brigadier- 
General Mouton were ordered on the night of the 7th to move at 
early dawn on the 8th, to a position about 3 miles below Mansfield, 
which had been selected by me on the previous day. The chief 
surgeon of the army (Surgeon McKelvey) was directed to make all 
necessary arrangements in the village of Mansfield for the care of 
the wounded. The chief quartermaster and commissary (Major 
Sanders and Major Mason) were instructed to pursue their ordinary 
avocations and get up forage and supplies. 

I beg leave to submit copies of the correspondence between my- 
self and department headquarters between my arrival at Carroll 
Jones’ and the morning of April 8. Arrangements were perfected 
to secure quiet and order among the wagon trains camped around 
Mansfield. Fey 

In the morning of the 8th, I moved down to the position selected 
for the troops. Walker’s division occupied the right of the road, 
facing Pleasant Hill, Buchel’s and Terrell’s regiments of cavalry, 
under Brigadier-General Bee, on its right ; Mouton’s division on the 
left of the road, with Major’s division of cavalry, consisting of his 
own and Bagby’s brigades (dismounted), on Mouton’s left. Debray’s 
regiment of cavalry was heldin the road a little to the rear, Halde- 
man’s and Daniel’s batteries were on the right in position with Walk- 
er’s division, Cornay’s and Nettles’ with Mouton’s division. Me- 
Mahan’s battery, which had been in the front with the cavalry 
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masked by throwing forward skirmishers toward the enemy and de- 
ploying Debray’s regiment of cavalry in the open fields on both sides 
of the road. It was not until 4p. m. that these changes were com- 
pleted, when, becoming impatient at the delay of the enemy in 
developing his attack, and suspecting that his arrangements were 
not complete, I ordered Mouton to open the attack from the left. 
The charge made by Mouton across the open was magnificent. With 
his little division, consisting of his own and Polignac’s brigades, the 


field was crossed under a murderous fire of artillery and musketry, the 


wood was reached, and our little line sprang with a yell on the foe. 
In this charge General Mouton, commanding division, fell. Colonel 
Armant, of the Eighteenth Louisiana; Colonel Beard, of the Cres- 
cent Regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, commanding Twenty- 
eighth Louisiana ; Lieutenant-Colonel Noble, Seventeenth Texas ; 
Major Canfield, of the Crescent Regiment, were killed, and Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Clack, Crescent Regiment, dangerously wounded. Seven 
standard-bearers fell one after another with the flag of the Crescent 
Regiment. 

Despite these and other heavy losses of officers and men, the division 
never halted fora moment nor ever fell into confusion, but under the 
gallant Polignac pressed stubbornly on. Major, with his division, 
consisting of his brigade, under-Colonel Lane, Bagby’s brigade, Vin- 
cent’s brigade of Louisiana cavalry, re-enforced by Terrell’s regiment 
drawn from the right, dismounted his men on Mouton’s left and 
kept pace with his advance, forcing back and turning the enemy’s 
right. Randal supported Mouton’s attack by advancing his regi- 
ments en echelon from the left. In vigor, energy, and daring Randal 
surpassed my expectations, high as they were of him and his fine 
brigade. These movements on the left of the road to Pleasant Hill 
were under the immediate direction of Maj. Gen. Thomas Green, 
who displayed the high qualities which have distinguished him on 
so many fields. As soon as the left attack was well developed I 
ordered Major-General Walker to move Waul’s and Scurry’s brigades 
into action, directing General Bee, on his right, to press on with De- 
bray’s and Buchel’s cavalry to gain the enemy’s rear. Believing my 
right outflanked by the enemy, General Walker was instructed to 
throw forward Scurry to turn his left and gain a position on the 
high road beyond his main line of battle. The dense wood through 
which Bee advanced prevented him from gaining much ground, but 
the gallantry and vigor with which that accomplished soldier 
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The enemy in vain formed new lines of battle on the 
dges, which are a feature of the country. Every line was. 
pt away as soon as formed, and every gun taken as soon as 
in position. For 5 miles the enemy was driven rapidly and 
ly. Here the Thirteenth Corps gave way entirely and was re- — 
ed by the Nineteenth, hurriedly brought up to support the fight. 
[he Nineteenth Corps, though fresh, shared the fate of the Thir- 
_ teenth. Nothing could arrest the astonishing ardor and courage of 
_ our troops. Green, Polignac, Major, Bagby, and Randal on the 
_ left, Walker, Bee, Scurry, and Waul on the right swept all before 
_ them. Just as night was closing in the enemy massed heavily on a 
_ ridge overlooking a small creek. As the water was important to 

both parties, I ordered the enemy driven from it. The fighting was 

severe for a time, but Walker, Chem, and other gallant Teadere led 
on our tired men, and we camped on the creek as night fell, the 
enemy forced back some 400 yards beyond. The conduct of our 
troops was beyond all praise. There was no straggling, no plunder- 
ing. The vast captured property was quietly taken to Mansfield and 
turned over untouched to the proper officers. 

Daylight on the 9th found every man at his post, and the pursuit 
was taken up with full ranks. This testimony is due the army under 
my command. The village of Mansfield, only 3 miles from this 
fierce battle, was during the day and night the scene of order and 
quiet. The excellent arrangements made by Surgeon McKelvey, 
medical director ; Major Sanders, chief quartermaster, and Major 
Mason, chief commissary of subsistence, secured the etlicient work- 
ings of their several departments. Not astraggler was seen in the 
village on the 8th or 9th, and citizens assured me but for the sound 
of the guns they might have supposed pence to reign in the land. 
After all was quiet at the creek, and the necessary orders for the 
morning had been given to Major-Generals Walker and Green, I 
returned to Mansfield to hurry forward Churchill’s and Parsons’ 
divisions, arrived that evening from Keachie, 22 miles distant. 
- Churchill and Parsons were put in motion for the front at 2 a, m. 
H After sending dispatches to department headquarters and giving 

necessary instructions to the heads of the several departments I re- 
turned to the front at 3.30a.m. Finding the enemy had retreated 
during the night, as I supposed he must after the severe losses of 
the preceding day, I sent forward all the cavalry under Green, the 
infantry following in column along the Pleasant Hill road, Churchill 
leading, then Parsons, Walker, and Polignac, now commanding 
Mouton’s division. I accompanied the cavalry. For 12 miles not a 
shot was fired by the enemy. Many prisoners, burning wagons, 
scattered arms, gave evidence of the rout. A mile in advance of 
Pleasant Hill, Green found the enemy drawn up in astrong position. 
As we had left the infantry far in our rear by the rapid advance, I 
ordered feints to be made to the right and left to develop the posi- 
tion and strength of the enemy. ‘The importance of pushing Banks 
beyond Pleasant Hill could not be overestimated. As shown by his 
orders dated at Natchitoches and captured on the 8th, Banks ex- 
sected to reach Shreveport on the 11th with the Thirteenth [and] 
Nineteenth Corps and the cavalry via Pleasant Hill and Mansfield, 
and had on the sth made two-thirds of the distance between the two 
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was the confidence of the enemy in his superior numbers and vast 
~ preparations that his fleet ascended the river 100 miles above Grand 

tees. notwithstanding the difficulty of navigation, the result of low - 
and falling water, and the punishment inflicted by Liddell. The — 
troops of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, which came from ~ 
Vicksburg and landed at Simsport, as they came in transports and 
had not appeared on the battle-field of the 8th, were certainly on the 


transports, being without land transportation. From Pleasant Hill 


a good road leads to Blair’s Landing, on Red River, 16 miles distant, — 
and crossing Bayou Pierre 4 miles from the river, Blair’s Lanes 2 
being 45,miles above Grand Ecore by water. From Pleasant Hill — 
to Natchitoches the stage road leads around Spanish Lake, distance 
36 miles, through a pine woods desert. The possession of Pleasant 
Hill thus prevented Banks from re-enforcing by the short line from . 
his transports by the Blair’s Landing road and threw him back to 
Natchitoches before he could unite his troops. 

-On the night of the 8th, shortly after the action closed, I ordered 
a force of cavalry to push on the road from Blair’s Landing to Pleas- 
ant Hill, taking a cross-road from Mansfield which fell into that road 
near the ferry over the Bayou Pierre, mentioning in the order that 
a small force posted on the bluff overlooking Bayou Pierre could de- 
lay indefinitely the’crossing of that stream from the east. Unfortu- 
nately this order was construed to mean that its execution was to 
follow on possession of Pleasant Hill, so that I could not decide what 
force we were confronted by on the 9th. It was late after midday 
before the infantry got up, and a glance at Churchill’s troops showed 
they were too much exhausted to attack. The infantry was ordered 
to he down and rest for two hours. Mean time cavalry was pushed 
right and left to gain information, and a party was sent on the 
Blair’s Landing road by a detour to the left, to procure the intelli- 
gence of which I was deprived by the mistake above mentioned. 
This party did not return until after the attack. At 3p. m., the 
infantry being somewhat restored by rest, the plan of attack was 
formed and the troops put in motion. The Arkansas and Missouri 
divisions, under Churchill and Parsons, with Etter’s and Daniel’s 
batteries, were sent to the right to outflank the enemy, reach the 
Jesup road, and attack from the south and west. Churchill, the 
senior officer, was to push Hardeman’s, McNeill’s, and Terrell’s cav- 
alry to his right, and communicate with Walker on his left. When 
the enemy was driven, the cavalry above mentioned was to push 
down the Jesup road for 12 miles, take a cross-road leading into the 
Natchitoches road, and thus fall on the enemy’s line of retreat. 
Walker filed to the right through the woods to form line between the 
Pleasant Hill and Jesup roads and communicate with Churchill’s 
left. Assoon as he heard Churchill’s and Parsons’ guns he was to 
attack by echelon of brigades from his right, the men to throw for- 
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: Polignac, whose division had suffered 
in the previous battle, was held in reserve in the 
behind Bee’s cavalry. At 4.30 p. m. (about the time 


more than aay 


I expected Churchill to be in position) I directed General Green to 
open artillery on a battery posted on an eminence fronting the Mans- 
field road where it debouched from the woods to a low cleared field. 
‘This was for the purpose of diverting the enemy’s atteution from 
Churchill’s attack. Nettles’, Moseley’s, and J. A. A. West’s batteries 


~ were posted by Major Semmes, chief of areal to General Green, 


_ and soon overpowered the enemy’s fire on the hi 
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before mentioned. 
The Valverde Battery, under Nettles, was first in action, and was 
roughly used by the opposing fire, but the other batteries mentioned 
soon opened and drove the enemy from his formidable position. 

To conclude with the artillery, Major Brent, chief of artillery on 
my staff ; Major French, of General Walker’s staff, who later brought 
Haldeman’s battery into position, and Major Semmes illustrated the 
high capacity of their arm of the service. Our batteries were at one 
time advanced in the open field within 200 yards of the wooded hill 
held by the enemy’s infantry, and opened without support from that 

osition. The hill before alluded to, on which was posted the enemy’s 
attery, was the key to his position in this quarter. To his left ex- 
Pad a range of broken hills, densely clothed with young pines, and 
his troops were well posted along these wooded hills and protected b 
piles of logs, rails, and some abatis. At about 5 p. m. Churchill 
and Parsons opened on the right and Walker commenced his ad- 
vance in support. Just then our fire overpowered the-enemy’s 
battery, in front of the Mansfield road, and disabled his guns, 
which were removed to the rear. The confusion and movement 
incident: to this, coupled with the sound of Churchill’s and Par- 
sons’ attack, led General Green naturally to suppose the time for 
Bee’s charge had arrived. Bee led forward Debray’s and Buchel’s 
fine regiments in most gallant style across the fields and up the 
opposite slope, where he was stopped by a close and deadly fire of 
musketry from the dense woods on either side of the road. Bee 
was struck, Buchel mortally wounded, and Debray and Major Me- 
nard, of the same regiment, struck. Many a gallant horseman went 
down. Bee drew back, himself retiring last. The charge failed for 
the time, but the gallantry displayed by Bee, Debray, Buchel, Me- 
nard, and others produced its effect on the enemy. During this time 
Walker had led his splendid division across the field and was fully 
engaged in the opposite wood, and Major had swept around to the 
left with his dismounted cavalry of Bagby’s and his own brigade, 
under Colonel Terrell (severely wounded in the fight), cleared the 
wood to the left, and seized and held the position occupied by the 
enemy’s battery in the commencement of the engagement. The 
stubborn resistance offered by the enemy along the whole line soon 


- Just then information -reachec that. 
-wounded. Galloping to the spot I found that 
contusion in the groin, and ordered him to quit th 
did most reluctantly. His wound was a great misfortune. _T 
tinuity of our line was lost, as I could not for some time find 
of his brigade commanders, all of whom were hotly engaged within 
the pine thicket in the front, : SRS RR Re 

Churchill in his attack did not gain ground enough to his right 
nor use his cavalry efficiently. The consequence was that, although 
his first attack was vigorous, sweeping all before it, the enemy out- 
flanked his right and threw him into much confusion. He did all 

“in his power to restore order, and was ably seconded by Generals 

Parsons, Tappan, and Clark, whose brigade of Missourians suffered — 
heavily. Brigadier-General Scurry, also commanding the right 4 
brigade of Walker’s division, behaved most nobly, and speaks highly — 
of Colonel Waterhouse, commanding one of his regiments. General 
Scurry was slightly wounded in the engagement. ‘The efforts of these — 
leaders prevented the confusion on the right from becoming disas- ~ 
trous. Mean time the fighting on the left and center was close and 
fierce. The fresh troops of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps held 
their ground manfully. The dense woods prevented a view of the 
field, and the continuity of our line was lost... An idea prevailed that 
we were firing on each other. Green, Polignac, Major, Randal, and 
Gray, with their respective staffs, rallied the troops and led them again 
and again into action, and the men by their conduct showed them- 
selves worthy of such leaders. -At nightfall I withdrew the troops 
to prevent the additional confusion incident to darkness and formed 
line in the open field, The men fell in at once, and, animated by 
their noble leaders, brought order and confidence to the ranks. Brig- 
adier-General Waul withdrew from the wood, where he had been hotly 
engaged, in fine style and showed the coolness of a veteran. General 
Churchill reported to me in person from the right and enabled me to 
judge the result. With 12,000 men we had attacked twenty-odd thou- 
sand, many of them fresh troops, posted strongly on ground unknown 
tous. We had driven them at every point, and but for the mistake 
and consequent confusion on the right we would have captured most 
of hisarmy. This was accomplished by hard, stern, stubborn fight- 
ing. I respectfully refer to my order to the army for a statement of 
the tangible fruits of our victories. After order was restored I 
directed the infantry to fall back some 6 miles to water, as there was 
none to be had nearer and all were parched with thirst. As many 
of the cavalry as could be foraged were sent to the same point, where 
forage and rations had been accumulated. The remainder, except 
Debray’s regiment, was ordered to Mansfield to feed and rest. This 
was absolutely necessary. The cavalry had been fighting and march- 
ing for four consecutive days, and man and horse had been without 
food for forty hours. I remained with General Bee some 300 yards 
from the battle-field, two companies of Debray’s regiment picketing 
on the field. The noise of wagons moving in the rear of the enemy’s 
position confirmed my opinion that he would retreat in the night. 

The cavalry which was sent to the first water to forage was ordered 

to come to the front at daylight to take up the pursuit, and or- - 
ders ere issued to make details to bury the dead and care for the 
wounded, 
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Thus was defeated this great Ceerton for the conquest of the 
s-Mississippi Department. The third army of the enemy in 


aaa of numbers on the theater of the war was routed and driven 
_ from the field with a loss of at least 10,000 men. These great results, 
— due alone to the valor of the army under my command, were ac- 
_ complished at great sacrifice of life. Both in numbers and in quality 
has the loss been heavy to the country. A consolidated report* of . 
_ the casualties of the two battles accompanies this report. The report 
_ of the cavalry corps is omitted, the active nature of their service 
4 ee cee prompt returns. The casualties of the cavalry will swell 
the whole loss to 2,500. : 
___ I cannot speak too highly of the services rendered during the two 
- days’ Erno by my staff. Major Surget, assistant adjutant-gen- 
_ eral, who was with me in all the hard-fought actions of the Valley 
- campaign, distinguished himself highly. Sodid Lieutenant Hunter, 
aide-de-camp, and G. L. Fusilier and T. J. Williams, volunteer 
aides. The latter gentleman, formerly sheriff of De Soto Parish, 
was very useful from his intimate acquaintance with the country. 
Captain Stevens, assistant quartermaster at Alexandria previous to 
the advance of the enemy, accompanied me on both days and was 
active and zealous in the transmission of orders.. The same can be 
said of Lieutenants Chambers and Williams, of Benjamin’s company, 
forming my escort. These officers, with afew men of their company, 
erformed excellent service, as did their men, and are entitled to 
onorable mention. Of Maj. J. L. Brent, chief of artillery and ord- 
nance, an officer always in the right place at the right time, I have 
previously spoken, as well as of the meritorious conduct and efficiency 
of Chief Surgeon McKelvey, Major Sanders, and Major Mason. 
Captain May, acting assistant adjutant-general, remained at Mans- 
field and aed much by his energy and good judgment to the 
preservation of order and the general efficiency of all branches of 
the service. Surgeon Egan, inspector of hospitals for this district, 
was in charge of the Mansfield hospitals, and did much to mitigate 
thesufferingsof our wounded. Surgeon Yandell, medical director of 
the department, placed his energy and high professional skill at my 
disposition and was of incalculable use to us. Taking charge of the 
hospitals at Pleasant Hill, he eee perfected arrangements for 
the proper care of the wounded at that point. Surgeon Hooper, 
president of the medical board, with Surgeon Lawrence and Sur- 
geon Scott, followed Surgeon Yandell to Pleasant Hill and assisted 
in the good work. I was deprived of the very valuable services of 
Maj. William M. Levy, assistant adjutant and_ inspector general, 
never before absent from the field since I assumed command in this 
State. Confined to his tent by severe illness, Major Levy was only 
able to contribute to our success by the assistance he gave Captain 
May at Mansfield. 
I desire especially to call attention to the high character and sery- 
ice of Majors Surget and Levy. Distinguished time and again for 
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on the staff of a major-general. It would be very gratifying to me 
could these gallant officers receive the preferment they have so ju bly ~ 
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- To understand the movements of the three days preceding th 
battle of Pleasant Hill a short description of the country is neces 
sary. Leaving the Red River on the west bank a few miles below 
Shreveport, the Bayou Pierre, after a long course, in which it fre- 
quently expands into wide lakes, returns to the Red River 3 miles 
above Grand Kcore, divides the hills of Caddo, De Soto, and Natchi- 
- toches from the alluvion of Red River. Three main roads lead from 
the interior to landings on Red River and cross Bayou Pierre by 
ferries, the stream being 300 feet wide at the narrowest ferry and 
never fordable. These main roads, commencing at the south, are 
the road from Pleasant Hill to Blair’s Landing, crossing Bayou 
Pierre at Jordan’s Ferry, 4 miles from the latter place; the road’ _ 
from Mansfield to Grand Bayou Landing, 18 miles, crossing Bayou 
Pierre at a wide ferry, and the road to Red Bluff Landing, which 
leaves the Mansfield and Shreveport road about midway between the 
two places. I had stationed on the west bank of the Red River a” — 
most energetic and reliable officer, Capt. James McCloskey, assist- — 
ant quartermaster and chief of forage on my staff, with imstruc- | 
tions to keep me advised of the progress of the enemy’s fleet, the 
condition of the river, and facilitate my communications with Brig- 
adier-General Liddell, operating, as previously stated, on the op- 
osite side of the river with his cavalry brigade and a battery of 

our guns. Dispatches: from General Liddell and Captain Mc- 
Closkey informed me that the fleet of about thirty vessels, of 
which only five were loaded with troops—the others being gun- 
boats and transports loaded with stores—passed Grand Bayou 
Landing on the morning of the 9th, pushing slowly and steadily 
up the river, as at the low stage of the water every mile which 
they gained in ascending served to insure their destruction: I felt ~ 
anxious to cut off their communication with Banks, being certain 
that the intelligence of his defeat on the 8th and 9th would send 
the fleet down to Grand Ecore. Accordingly, at daylight on the 
morning of the 11th, Bagby, with his brigade of cavalry, which had 
returned to Mansfield from the battle-field of Pleasant Hill to for- 
age, was ordered to proceed with his brigade and Barnes’ battery 
to Grand Bayou. Before reaching the ferry over Bayou Pierre he 
ascertained that the enemy had succeeded, on the afternoon of the 
10th, in passing 40 cavalry up the river to communicate with the 
fleet, which had immediately turned back from Boggy Bayou, the 
highest point reached by it. Bagby immediately proceeded to throw 
his command across the ferry tothe bank of the river. The time 
lost in crossing Bayou Pierre without a pontoon brought him too 
late on the river, the fleet having passed Grand Bayou Landing on 
their way down at 10 a.m.on the 11th. He pushed on down the 
river road toward Blair’s Landing, which he reached on the evening 
of the 12th, after the close of Green’s operations of that day. The 
want of a pontoon alone prevented him from inflicting heavy dam- 
age upon the enemy. 

During this time (the 10th and 11th) the infantry had been drawn 
back to the neighborhood of Mansfield, for reasons which will 
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; n was at Pleasant Hill directing generally th 
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rtions of Parsons’ ergo; which had reached Mansfield 
Texas on the evening of the 9th and morning of the 10th, with — 
1] peers. which had returned to Mansfield from Pleasant 
1 to forage, all being cavalry, were pushed down to Green on — 
he 10th and early on the 11th. Nettles’, J. A. A. West’s, Mc- 
Mahan’s, and Moseley’s batteries were also sent down, and Gen- 
_ eral Green was informed of the position and movements of the fleet. 
The importance of reaching Blair’s Landing in advance of the fleet 
‘Was impressed upon him. Green with his usual energy marched 
from Pleasant Hill for Blair’s Landing at 6 p. m.of the 11th. The 
same difficulty which met Bagby in the passage of the Bayou Pierre, 
namely, the want of a pontoon—which reference to my correspond- 
ence with department headquarters will show I had long before 
asked for—seriously delayed Green’s movement. He, however, 
reached the river at and below Blair’s Landing on the 12th, with 

_ Woods’, Gould’s, and Parsons’ commands, and engaged the fleet. 

The loss inflicted upon the crowded transports of the enemy was 

terrible. Several times the transports raised the white flag, but the 
" gun-boats, protected by their plating, kept up their fire and com- 

_ pelled our troops to renew the punishment on the transports. Many 
_ times our sharpshooters forced the gun-boats to close their port-holes, 
and it is believed that the result would have been the capture of the 
whole fleet but for the unfortunate fall of the noble Green, killed by 

a discharge of grape from one of the gun-boats. Notwithstanding 

that this action took place within sound of Banks’ army, now con- 

centrated at Grand Ecore, such was the demoralization resulting 
from the defeats of the 8th and 9th that not even a demonstration 
was made to assist the fleet. 

Liddell, on the east bank, was, during the 1ith, 12th, and 13th, 
actively engaged with the fleet, but no detailed report of his opera- 
tions has yet been received. I beg leave to refer to copies of my 
orders to General Liddell, accompanying my report. On the night 

’ of the 12th, the fleet passed below the mouth of Bayou Pierre, cut- 
ting off further operations from the west bank of the river, 

Accordingly, the cavalry near Blair’s Landing, under the command 

of General Major, marched back to Pleasant Hill and joined Gen- 

eral Bee, in front of Grand Ecore and Natchitoches, which latter 

place was occupied by us on the 15th, the enemy having all his forces 

concentrated at Grand Ecore behind hastily constructed works, with 
: a pontoon across the river, with his gun-boats and transports aground 
above and below. 

To return for a moment to the morning of the 11th: Vincent’s 
regiment of Second Louisiana Cavalry, much weakened by the dis- 
aster at James’ Store, with Bush’s regiment of Louisiana cavalry 
and a mountain howitzer, captured on the 8th from the enemy, were 
ordered down to Opelousas and the Attakapas country to capture 
and destroy any small bands of the enemy found roving in. that 
region. As the enemy had stripped all that country of troops in his 
forward movement, Vincent is expected to clear the country, arouse 
the population, and prevent any captured or stolen property from 
Reeohing that outlet of escape. 5; 

Karly on the morning of the 13th, the general commanding the 
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ing and destroying Banks’ army and Se immense supplies 
_ which accompanied them, a thing*which I then believed, and w 
- subsequent events have shown to be entirely feasible, which was, 


subsequent operations on the river, that as soon as Steele was known 
- to have taken the alarm and commenced his retreat my movement 
- northward would stop, and I would be permitted to return to com- 


mand until Steele’s column was destroyed or driven.back. — I unc 
tood, however, in view of the great importance of promptly follow- 


fact, the legitimate fruit. of the victories of the 8th and 9th an 


plete the work so auspiciously begun. The general commanding 
the department, after remaining with me a few hours, returned to 
Shreveport. hi 
At daylight on the 14th, Walker’s, Churchill’s, and Parsons’ divisions — 
of infantry took up their line of march for Shreveport, with every- — 
thing prepared for an active and vigorous campaign. The same day 
Polignae’s division of infantry, numbering scarcely 2,000 bayonets, 
was pushed toward Natchitoches to give confidence to and ee es 
the cavalry, operating against the enemy at Grand Ecore and below, — 
Being two days’ march from Mansfield to Shreveport, [did not leave — 
the former place until the forenoon of the 15th, and reached Shreve- 
port on the evening of that day, when I learned at an interview 
with the general commanding the department that Steele -had 
already commenced his retreat from a point 110 miles distant, but . 
he still hoped to overtake him, and proposed to assume command of 
the movement in person. My offer to accompany the troops was: 
declined, and I was left in nominal command at Shreveport, with 
permission to join the troops near Natchitoches if I thought proper. 
I have remained at Shreveport until this evening (the 18th instant), 
engaged in writing this report of an extended campaign, and pur- 
pose proceeding toward Natchitoches to-morrow morning to take 
command of the cavalry and Polignac’s division of infantry. As I 
am writing these last lines a telegram from the chief of staff of the 
general commanding, dated Magnolia, the 18th, informs me that the 
pontoon train which I had in vain asked for, and which accom- 
panied the general commanding the department on his march from 
this point northward on the morning of the 16th, has been ordered 
back and placed at my disposition. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
‘ Major-General, Commanding. 
Col. 8S. S. ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department. 
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[Inclosure A.] 


HEADQUARTERS District or West LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Boaas, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL : I have the honor to inclose copies of reports from Gen- 
eral Polignac.* This officer has done all that his means will allow. 


*See operations on the Ouachita River, &c., p. 155, 


‘on the * 


likely he will be ready before the 15th. My informant left New | 
Orleans on the morning of thé 25th ultimo; came by Berwick Bay _ 
andthe Teche. He possesses unusual means of information, andhis 
statement can'be implicitly relied upon. Banks had received orders 
to attack Mobile at all hazards. He was resisting the order, bein, % 
unwilling to be thrown into the circle of Grant’s operations. If 
- Banks cannot escape the orders from Washington, Mobile will be. 
first attacked; otherwise the programme above mentioned will be 
_ earried out. The force of the enemy disposable for this expedition 
he estimated at 22,000, of which 6,000 or 7,000 will be mounted. I 
shall assume that Banks will carry out his own plans, as he has 
_ already commenced the concentration at Berwick and Franklin, and 
make provision for it. Captain Devoe, engineer, with the negroes 
and tools from Trinity, goes to De Russy to-day to assist in com- 
pleting the work there. General Walker has been directed to push 
everything to the utmost, and provisions for three months for the * 
arrison will be placed at once in the magazines. I have directed f 
arses! Polignac to be in readiness to march to this point, as I must 
look to a concentration of my small means near the Huffpower. The 
Ouachita defenses cannot be resumed until the fall of the Mississippi 
prevents the ingress of gun-boats. This will be, at the present rate 
sof fall, in ten days. Before this it will be decided whether Banks 
oes to Mobile or comes this way. With energy Fort De Russy can 
e ready in time. There is no intention to operate in Texas at this 
time from the Gulf. Steele will operate from the north as soon as 
the season is propitious. Every man in Southern and Western 
Texas over anc AMEE the garrisons and local corps is out of the 
campaign, but General Holmes will probably have his hands full. 
The above information is strictly correct, and can be relied on with 
as much confidence as if the plans had been laid here instead of in 
New Orleans. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure B.] 


HEADQUARTERS District oF WEsT LOUISIANA, | 
Alexandria, March 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. C. J. POLIGNAC, 
Commanding Brigade : 
GENERAL : As soon as possible after the receipt of this order you 
will march with your brigade to this point. A depot of forage has 
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=a Be -General Ta <= : Serena 
Es By command of Major-Ge ylor AH MAW SS 
. Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


[Inclosure G.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 8, 1864. 
“Major-General WaLKER, . 
Commanding Division : : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
of the 7th instant. For two days there has been nothing from Col- 


onel Vincent. My information still points to a Red River expedi- ~ 


tion, and it is best to rest under that belief until we have certain 
evidence to the contrary. The continued rapid fall of the Missis- 
sippi, if it proceeds so far as to close the entrance into Old River, 
would be our best guarantee. The dispositions with regard to your 
wagons and surplus baggage, mentioned in my letter of yesterday, 
must be modified by you on any intelligence you receive of a posi- 
tive character of the Mobile expedition. | am very anxious to 
place our troops on the Mississippi as soon as it can be done with 
safety, both to annoy the enemy and for the purpose of forage. In 
addition, I feel confident Plaquemine can be attacked with success 
if done within a short period, or before the fort is completed. There 
are but 600 men there, with four guns, and very negligent guard 
kept. Scurry can take the place with 500 picked men. By moving 
down the west bank of the Atchafalaya the movement could be con- 
cealed by night marches and taking swamp roads. The capture of 
this place with its garrison and stores wontd be of immense service 
to our cause at this time, and is worth any hazard if there be a re- 
mote chance of success, Scurry will‘do it if possible if you lay out 
the plan for him. Mouton’s brigade marches to Lecompte to-day, 
and Polignac is en route for the same point. He should have left 
Trinity this morning. There must be some mistake about Weitzel. 
He was ordered to report to Butler, and his arrival at Fortress Mon- 
roe was announced some time since. Should the enemy attempt 
nothing buta cavalry raid we should be able to punish that without 
much difficulty. Your observations about the traverse for the water 
batteries are well considered. They must be made, by all means, 
and very strong, otherwise the guns could not be served in the event 
of a land attack. Artillery fire from the direction you mention would 
drive every man from them. The river here is on a stand and will 
probably commence falling to-day. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, 


ppear tha 
‘man’s movement would be north of, Red River, as the move by Sims- 
port was the one most apprehended. Polignac’s command will not 
_ reach here until this evening. Every effort has been made to hurry 
_ him on, but distances are fixed facts and require time to overcome. 
_T hope to have everything here—sick, stores, &c.—mobilized by to- 
night. Three boats are at De Russy to bring off negroes, tools, &c., “ 
- atthelastmoment. Directions have been given to nae on the works ae 
to the last peentle moment. An ample supply of provisions isin the se 
_ fort, and all the ammunition we have eer totheguns. The loss of 
the material and garrison, should the fort not beable to hold out, will 4 
- be severe; but having committed ourselves to the defense of that fy 
- point we must take the risk. The river has commenced falling here 
slightly, and should the fall continue Alexandria will probably be 
the limit of the enemy’s advance. Certainly it is extremely improb- 
able that Sherman can delay here any considerable time. Before 
leaving here I will probably receive something more definite from 
General Walker and Major Douglas, who is at the fort. We will 
ight the enemy, of course, if there be only remote chance of success. 
ery full instructions have been sent to General Liddell and Colonel 
Vincent, and I hope to get away from this to-morrow morning for 
the De Glaize. ‘ 
If we can fight the Simsport column at all, the sooner the better, 
before the movement from the Teche becomes embarrassing. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 
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| [Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 13, 1864. 
Major DouG.Las, Legge 
Chief Engineer Trans-Mississippi Department : 

Masor: The late news from Simsport seems to indicate an ad- 
vance of the enemy in that direction. Nothing from the Teche for 
two days, so that we cannot look for a movement thence for the 
moment. It is to be hoped you found the defenses in a sufficiently 
advanced state to insure their completion within a few hours. For 
the defense of the hill work the siege guns are now disposable, all 
the heavy guns on the river having reported for action. There is 
but little danger to be apprehended from the river. Che works will 
successfully resist a move from boat attack. The land approach is 


Dixie, should bring off negroes 

goes down to-night, and can also be 
necessary. I shall remain here until fw ve 
is much uncertainty of the extent of the enemy 
== ~~ Your obedient servant, ~~“ ]s > = 
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(Sub-inclosure No. 2.] - 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, 


Alexandria, March 13, 1864—10 p.m. 


Maj. H. T. DouG.Las, Sees : 
Chief Engineer Trans-Mississippt Department : 


Masor: Dispatches just received from General Walker announce — 


a largely superior force of the enemy in his front at Moreauville. 


He fears much that the fort is not tenable. I have written that the 


delay of the enemy, even for a few days, will be of incalculable ad- 
vantage to the country, and the place must be held if able to resist a 


coup. The Frolic takes down some provisions, which should not be — . 


placed in the fort if the Ba Es. on hand is sufficient to feed the gar- 
rison the time it can possi 

invested. Heavy re-enforcements are on their way to join me, and 
if the fort can sustain itself for a few days and keep back the gun- 
boats, all will be well. The Frolic, with the two boats there, can 
bring off everything not needed at the fort. Tell Colonel Byrd, for 


me, to arrange with the couriers to preserve communication with - 


this point as long as possible. 
Your obedient servant, 
: R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEST LOUISIANA, 
; Alexandria, March 13, 1864—6.30 a. m. 


Col. HENRY GRAY, 
Commanding Mouton’s Brigade : 


CoLoNEL: You will hold your brigade in readiness to move at a 
moment’s notice. Should you receive orders to march it will be in 
the direction of Evergreen by way of the Huffpower. Major Nugent, 
chief quartermaster Mouton’s division, has been directed to start to 
you immediately the number of wagons necessary to transport your 
rations and cooking utensils. The wagons will carry corn from here. 
It is supposed that in the event of your marching you will not care 
to be encumbered with much baggage. 

By command of Major-General Taylor : 

A. H. MAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


y hold out, or until I can relieve it if- 


7 


it 


; * * * ; * * ‘ * * 
By command of Major-General Taylor: 


A. H. MAY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 7.] 


HEADQUARTERS WALKER’S DIVISION, 
Near Mansura, March 13, 1864—6:30 p. m. 
Major-General TAYLOR, 
Commanding District of West Louisiana : 


The enemy has made no further advance than to Mrs. Norwood’s 
plantation on Bayou De Glaize. He has not yet occupied Moreau- 
ville, I have my force posted as [informed you in my last dispatch. 
I have written to Colonel Gray, instructing him to join me by the 
Bayou Du Lac bridge, which is about 5 miles from Mansura, I 
think it would be injudicious to send Polignac by boats, as in case 
of an advance on the part of the enemy in force too strong for me to 
drive back, I might be caught in a cul-de-sac. It will be better I 
think for him to come by Lecompte and Bayou Huffpower. The 
report received from General Scurry last night that twenty trans- 
ports had entered Red River in addition to those in the Atchafalaya 
induced me to send off the negroes. This report was not corrected 
until late to-day. Colonel Byrd has been directed to push forward 
the work by the labor of the garrison. I received my last dispatch 
from Colonel Byrd about 2 o’clock to-day, in which he informed me 
gun-boats had passed the raft. This, I suppose, was a mistake, as 
there has been no firing heard in that direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. WALKER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 8.] 

HEADQUARTERS District OF West LOUISIANA, 

Alexandria, March 13, 1864—10 p. m. 
Major-General WALKER, 
Commanding Division: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of to-day just receiwed. I supposed 

you on the other side of the De Glaize. The enemy may follow the 


* Ki iv sub-inclosure N o. 5, see Taylor to Walker, March 13, p. 493 ; and for sub- 
inclosure No. 6, see May to Walker, 6 a. m., March 18, p, 492, 
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~ De Glaize road and beat. you to Evergreen. 


reach here to-morrow and be eae to Lecompte. Try 


red pecs 


Mouton’s p gi 
en route for Evergreen to unite with you. Polignac’s brigat e 
as correct an estimate as possible of the enemy’s strength, a LC whether ¥ 
he comes from down the river or not. The line of couriers from 3 
here to the Teche passes on the Boeuf, thus you can communicate — 


- from Evergreen or vicinity by Huffpower. If thefortisnottenable _ 
‘at all for the garrison it should not be sacrificed, but as re-enforce- — 
ments are coming forward the delay of a few days would be of in- 


calculable advantage to the cause. This will be carried down by the 
Frolic, which I have detained for the purpose. I suppose you have 
the light artillery which was on the river below the fort with you ; 
if not, remove it either with you or to this point. The Countess, — 
Frolic, and Dixie can doubtless bring off everything not required — 
for the fort. A dispatch from Vincent of the 11th reports no move- 
ment at that date. Thus we have only the force in your front for 
the present. Try and obtain as correct estimate as possible of this, 


_for if not too large we may defeat it before Banks gets up from 


below. In this view the holding of De Russy for a few days becomes © 
of vast importance. Unless I hear from you something to prevent, 
I shall join you by the Huffpower as soon as I clear this place of all 
Government stores and make the necessary arrangements regarding . 
my whole command. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


. 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 9.] 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT or WEST LOUISIANA, 
Alexandria, March 15, 1864. 


Major-General WALKER, 
Commanding Division : 

GENERAL: Yours of 4p. m. just received. If the fort has fallen 
when you receive this, or it is certain that it will fall, march to Le- 
compte at once, leaving a few mounted men to observe-if the enemy 
follow you. You can in the event of moving to Lecompte send back 
word to Gray and Polignac, who is marching from here to-day. I 
have depots between Lecompte and Natchitoches and I shall make 
for the latter place. We can come out at Cotile or McNutt’s if we 
wish, or Red River, or continue to Natchitoches. I leave this in 
half an hour to join you. 

R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure F.] 


List of ordnance and ordnance stores lost at Fort De Russy by its capture on 
March 14, 1864. 
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[Inclosure G.] 
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re SHREVEPORT, March 7, 1864. 
_ Major-General Macruprr, 
i Houston : 
__ Iam directed by Lieutenant-General Smith to say the division of 
_ General Green, concerning which you were telegraphed on the 5th 
- instant, must be hurried off as soon as possible. Tt should be in 
Alexandria in ten days. 
Respectfully, 
8. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF Wrst LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Natchitoches, April 24, 1864, 
COLONEL: Yesterday General Wharton pursued the enemy to Clou- 
tierville, where he attempted to make a stand. Wharton finally 
drove him 14 miles from his hastily constructed works. General 
Emory, of the Federals, is believed to have fallen in the fight. The 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth ve were the troops engaged. We had 
some killed and many wounded. This morning Polignac’s division 
is up, and will re-enforce Wharton. Bee, with four brigades and 
three batteries, holds Monett’s Ferry, in Banks’ front, and up to mid- 
day yesterday repulsed the enemy’s efforts to force a passage. 
Banks’ whole force is on this side of Red River, that portion on the 
east bank having recrossed at Grand Ecore on the 21st. I have the 
road to Beasley’s strongly guarded, and Liddell has been directed to 
occupy the river bank opposite the mouth of Cane River. If my. 
orders are well carried out the enemy must suffer before he gets 
away. Banks has some 15,000 with him ; the others have gone down 
in boats. The enemy burned immense stores in Grand Kcore, and 
threw much in the river which we will recover. He was burning 
property all last night, the fires lighting the horizon. I think he 
een ery and escape hy crossing at CGalhoun’s, but Liddell should im- 
pede him much, while Wharton and Polignac worry his rear. Send 
me hospital surgeons, &c., as I expect to fight the enemy every day 
as long as I can get at him. We must either gapsute or force him 
to destroy the immense fleet he has above the falls. The enemy had 
very heavy works at Grand Kcore ; 3 miles of sand-bags. I am say- 
ing these to fill with shelled corn. Let the boats bringing corn to 
me take negroes to commence shelling. When the boats reach Grand 
Ecore the bags can be filled while the boat goes down to Cotile. 1 
must have shelled corn to enable me to operate below. Let the 
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negroes be procured at once. Energy in sending down subsistence 4 
and forage by boats is demanded by the exiggncies of the service. — 


Inform me why the orderI gave to impress horses in Shreveport was 


countermanded, and by whom. An important part of Faries’ bat- — 
tery is thereby prevented from joining me. No one but the general 
commanding the department had a right to issue an order to prevent _ 
the execution of impressment positively directed by me. . 
Your obedient servant, 
~R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 
Col. S. 8S. ANDERSON, — = 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT oF West LOUISIANA, 
Monetts Ferry, April 24, 1864. 


CoLONEL: This morning Wharton commenced on the enemy at 3 
a.m. by firing on his camp with artillery. His rear guard was 4 
miles below Cloutierville. The fighting was brisk until 2 p. m., 
when the enemy crossed Monett’s and escaped toward Alexandria. 
Banks’ entire force has been before me for the last three days, and 
has been driven with heavy loss by Parsons’ brigade with Barnes’ 
battery. Polignac got to Monett’s just as theenemy crossed his last 
troops. The force used against us was very large and of all arms, 
and it is difficult to estimate the importance of the service rendered 
by Wharton, Steele, and Parsons. The gallantry and pluck they 
exhibited in fighting such odds for three days is beyond praise. Par- 
sons displayed great courage and has the entireconfidence of his 
brigade. e should be promoted at once, as Steele commands a 
division. The service would be benefited. On the 21st (the day be- 
fore the enemy left Natchitoches and Grand Ecore), Bee was in posi- 
tion at Monett’s Ferry with Major’s, Bagby’s, Debray’s, and Terrell’s 
brigades of cavalry and McMahan’s, Moseley’s, J. A. A. West’s, and 
Nettles’ batteries. The importance of holding the position to the last 
extremity had been impressed upon General Bee both by Major-Gen- 
eral Wharton and myself. The movement of the enemy on the 
night and morning of the 21st and 22d (the date of my arrival at 
Natchitoches) rendered communication with General Bee difficult, it 
being necessary to pass around the enemy via Beasley’s and Carroll 
Jones’, a distance of 56 miles. The head of the enemy’s column 
reached Bee’s front about 2 p.m. on the 22d. He held his position 
until about 2 p. m. of the 23d, when he allowed the enemy to outma- 
neuver him and force him back. During the 22d and 23d, the sound 
of our guns at Monett’s Ferry and in the rear of the enemy was 
mutually heard by Wharton and Bee. The enemy experienced very 
heavy loss in forcing Monett’s Ferry, and destroyed a large number 
of his wagons on the night of the 22d. Bee’s errors were, first. in 
sending back Terrell’s entire brigade to Beasley’s to look after a sub- 
sistence train, for the safety of which I had amply provided ; second 
in taking no steps to increase artificially the strength of his position: 
third, in massing his troops in the center, naturally the strongest 
part of his position and where the enemy were certain not to make 
any decided effort, instead of toward the lakes on which his two 
flanks rested; fourth, in this, that when he was forced back he re- 
tired his whole force 30 miles to Beasley’s, instead of attacking vig- 
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ones’, and I press on to Alexandria to-mor- — 


I trust every effort will be made to push forward su pli by boat, 
e 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRICT OF West LOUISIANA, 
Near Monett’s Ferry, April 25, 1864. 

COLONEL: The enemy’s fleet of gun-boats and transports, number- 
ing in all about fifty, is crowded in the river above the falls. I shall 
endeavor to inflict all the damage possible upon the fleet, and shall 
construct fire rafts and float them down the river. Great damage, 
however, can probably be done by loading a light-draught steamer 
with Mae Enatibls material and firing her a short distance above the 
fleet. If such a boat can be spared and loaded at once with com- 
bustibles at Shreveport, and put in charge of proper persons whom 
Captain McCloskey and Captain Pierce can select and recommend, I 
hope you will send her to me. With skiffs to take off the officers 
ent crew the boat can be brought near the enemy, and they can leave 
their boat when she is set on fire and within proper distance. 


Very respectfully, taper ee 
Major-General. 


Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 25, 1864. 
CoLONEL : The enemy has been driven to-day to Alexandria, taking 
the river road, his rear Sasa by a small gun-boat. <A force of 
cavalry and artillery will be pushed to Fort De Russy to cut off his 


communications pelow. ‘Three 2 in-boats and two transports are at 
Montgomery, the former aground; one gun-boat at Deloach’s Bluff 


above Cotilé, They will be attacked at dawn to-morrow. The river 

is falling fast,and very low. ~ cae: 
Some subsistence must be sent this army from above or we will 

have to eat our boots. The failure to remove the Falls City is most 

unfortunate. ; 
Your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, 

; Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON. ™ 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, | 
Monett’s Ferry, April 25, 1864. 


CoLONEL: On the 16th instant I was informed by the general com- 
manding that Walker’s division, then moving from Shreveport, would 
not be taken from my command, but that the expedition in which 
it was engaged would occupy but a few days, when it would be re- 
turned tome. The division was subsequently halted beyond Minden, 
and I was apprised that it would march thence to Campti if the road 
was safe. Acting upon these assurances I have, with the small force 


_at my disposal, driven the enemy from Natchitoches, and am this 


morning 40 miles below that place in a country entirely devastated and 
without supplies, and I received a communication from department 
headquarters that Walker’s division has been ordered to Arkansas 
by the general commanding. My plans for following and driving ~ 
the enemy were to a great extent based upon the assurance that 
Walker’s division would be at my disposal. I would call the atten- 
tion of department headquarters to the fact that last year when I 
had thrown my small force across Berwick Bay and into the La 
Fourche country for the purpose of relieving Port Hudson, and had 
given orders for the same division, then on the Ouachita, to join me 
in the La Fourche district, the general commanding the department, 
without communicating with me, ordered the division in a contrary 
direction. 

On the 16th instant I ordered the removal of the wreck of the 
Falls City in order that the supplies needed by my little army might 
be brought down the river, and was assured by the chief engineer of 
the Trans-Mississippi Department that the obstruction would be re- 
moved in two days. To-day I received a communication from the en- 
gineer’s office, dated on the 23d instant, informing me that up to that 
time the removal had not been effected, and I am thus deprived of 
supplies which I had every reason to rely upon. Iam confident that 
any experienced steam-boat captain on the river would have accom- 
plished in a day or two what has baffled the skill of the engineer 
department, with all the scientific knowledge and appurtenances of 
the Bureau. While engaged in the most active operations against 
the enemy, using all the limited means placed at my disposition to 
prevent the conquest of the Trans-Mississippi Department, Brigadier- 
General Liddell, an officer of my command whose operations were 
highly important to the success of my plans, was ordered directly 
from department headquarters to send two siege guns and a portion 
of his force to the Ouachita River. Thus repeated instances have 
occurred of orders being given directly by department headquarters 
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Tam ost disheartened. 


_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Bie, ; ipa ee ae ray. 

lajor-General, ‘ 
Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, 4 ae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 27, 1864. 

CoLoNEL: The operations of yesterday were important. At day- 
light Bagby and Parsons attacked the rear of the enemy on the 
Rapides road and drove him rapidly down the bayou. Major at- 
tacked his flank at James’ Store and Bee at McNutt’s Hill. The 
pursuit and fighting continued until night in the direction of Alex- 
andria and close in to that place. Since daylight on the 22d, when 
we attacked the enemy at. Natchitoches, the fighting has never ceased 
one moment during light, Wharton even anticipating the dawn and 
continuing after nightfall. We suffer losses every day, but inflict 
incaleulably greater on the enemy. Without food for man or horse, 
our men seem-animated by a determination to quench the incendiary 
fires lighted by the vandals in their blood. .If pluck and energy can 
supply the place of numbers we will yet reap the harvest of which 
the seeds were sown at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. Yesterday 
morning Colonels Likens and Harrison attacked four gun-boats and 
two transports at Montgomery. One of the gun-boats was a heavy 
iron-clad, casemated boat, and had been unable to pass the bar be- 
low Montgomery. The other boats remained to assist her. About 
9 a. m. our sharpshooters opened and killed many of the enemy, his 
men being exposed in all directions working. After some delay the 
gun-boats opened a heavy fire and commenced moving down. The 
large iron-clad struck on the bar, when the enemy blew her up and 
continued down the river, our men following for some distance. 
A small party of General Liddell’s command co-operated from 
the opposite bank. We lost 2 killed and 4 wounded. Mean time 
Lieutenant-Colonel Caudle, with 200 sharpshooters and Cornay’s 
battery, had been posted at the junction of Cane and Red Rivers 
to intercept the boats on their way down. At about 6 p. m. the 
leading gun-boat and one transport came down. Our fire speedily 
silenced and crippled the gun-boat, and a shot striking the boiler 
of the transport exploded it. Under cover of the steam the gun- 
boat drifted out of fire. The loss of life on the transport was fear- 
ful. Over 100 bodies were brought on shore and about 80 others 
will die from the effects of the scalding steam. The transport was 
crowded with the crew of the large iron-clad, removed before she 
was blown up at Montgomery. We saved some valuable stores from 
the transport, and I ordered her sunk in the channel to prevent the 
escape of the two gun-boats and transport still above. We had but 
2 casualties in this affair, 1 wounded and the gallant Captain Cornay 
killed. As I am writing I hear the heavy report of the gun-boat 
firing at the same point. I hope to report the capture or destruction 
of these boats. About the timeof the attack at Montgomery ( olonel 
2rent. with Benton’s and a section of Nettles’ batteries, assisted by a 
few sharpshooters, opened on an eight-gun wooden boat at Deloach’s 
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Bluff. The gun-boat soon got tired and ran in directly under the 
bluff, so as to prevent our guns reaching her. Three other boats 
came up at dark to herassistance. As our guns there were too light 
to effect much I left sharpshooters to keep up the fire until Cornay’s 
and Barnes’ 12-pounders can be placed there. We lost 2 killed and 
several wounded. Should the two siege guns from Shreveport ever 
reach me the business of the gun-boats will’ be soon settled. I 
omitted to mention that the iron-clad destroyed by the enemy at 
Montgomery blocks the channel. Should the engineers succeed in 
removing the Falls City, I request they come down to Montgomery 
and open the channel there. General Liddell is opposite to me. On 
the 24th, at the head of a portion of his command, he dashed into 
Pineville, opposite Alexandria, killed 8 of the enemy, wounded and 
captured others, and drove the remainder into and across the river. 
He then opened on the gun-boats at the landing and stampeded the 
lace. 
: My dispositions for the day are to drive the enemy behind his 
works around Alexandria, occupy both the Rapides and Boeuf 


~ 


Valleys with my cavalry, and keep up a constant fight with the — 


gun-boats, following them with sharpshooters and killing every 
man who exposes himself on them. Ido not wish to exhaust the 
ammunition of my field guns on the gun-boats. _Polignac’s division 
of infantry (2,000 bayonets) will be at McNutt’s Hill. A brigade of 
cavalry has been pushed ‘to David’s Ferry, near Marksville, with a 
battery to block the enemy’s communications. A squadron has 
pushed on to Simsport to prevent the escape of negroes and other 


property in that direction. Perhaps we may capture a pontoon — 


there, very much needed by me. The cavalry sent to the Teche has 
cleared the country west of Berwick Bay. Vincent has been ordered 
to send small parties to burn the bridges on the railroad east of the 
bay and move his main body at once to Marksville and Simsport. 
I trust the above will meet the approval of department headquar- 


' ters. When my limited means are considered I hope it will be ad- 


mitted that no time has been lost since I resumed the command in 
front on the morning of the 22d instant. I beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of General Orders, No. 18, congratulating the army under 
my command on the late success at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. 
This is the only instance within my recollection in which the officer 
commanding an army was entirely ignored in an order of the kind. 
T note this because it is singular in itself and in keeping with the 
treatment I have lately experienced from the general commanding 
this department. Whatever place my name is destined to occupy in 
the golden book of the Republic I expect to engrave it there with the 
point of my sword. I regret to report that my health is not good. 
A low fever has much prostrated me, but I have been able to keep 
the saddle. The general commanding the department may rest as- 
sured that I will persevere to the end. No injustice, no unkindnegs, 
even from a quarter whence I had some reason to expect the reverse, 
will turn me from the great work before me. The cause for which 
I have sacrificed fortune is paramount, and shall have my life if 
need be. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ort the capture of another large transp Doct 
and Red Rivers and the picnics fan-boats in 
r as far down as Cotile. We suffered no loss in the _ 
to-day, cr 2 iad Ce ee ee 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae Soe 
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"The iron-clad blown up by the enemy yesterday is ascertained to 
nave been the Eastport. She had asmall transport lashed to her, ; 
which was destroyed with her. Two very fine pumps had been ree 
moved from her to the captured transports, and will prove usefulin 
some of the departments at Shreveport. I shall leave a small guard ; 
o protect them until you order them up. 
Respectfully, 
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R. TAYLOR, 
, Major- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DisrRict or West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, April 29, 1864. 
On yesterday the fighting commenced at dawn and continued until 
night. The enemy steadily driven all day ; some prisoners taken. 
His rear 34 miles from Alexandria on the Rapides road. I am try- 
ing to convert one of the captured transports into a fire-ship to burn 
the fleet now crowded above the upper falls. Enemy working hard 
moving stores below the falls. River below difficult to navigate. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 


_-— 


Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Alexandria, May 2, 1864. 

CoLONEL : Yesterday morning the enemy attacked General Liddell 
above Pineville, on the north bank of Red River, and after a short 
action was repulsed with loss in killed and prisoners. A division of 
cavalry under Bagby, with a section of artillery, was ordered to attack 
onthe Bayou Robert road at dawn. I have not received the report of 
their operations. General Steele was ordered to attack on the Rapides 
road an hour before dark in order to drive in pickets on the main 
body and connect with Bagby on the Robert road. He attacked and 
drove in the enemy to within 3 miles of town, but sent no report of 
his connection with Bagby. Major, with a division of cavalry and 
J. A. A. West’s battery, is in position on Red River 30 miles below 
Alexandria, and has already captured a valuable transport, which 
he destroyed instead of sinking in the channel as directed. | have 
a squadron at De Russy and one at Simsport. Captain Ratliff, a 
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e, has kept the enemy out of - 
Baton Rouge and Plaquemine, — 


‘ in arms and stores destroyed in a hasty retreat. I have opened com- 
i? munication with Lieutenant-General Polk and Brig. Gen. Tom Tay- 
Hes lor, commanding forces in the rear of Port Hudson. _From Vicks- 
ae burg to New Orleans and Berwick Bay the enemy have stripped all 
J troops, leaving weak negro garrisons. McPherson, with a portion of 
. the Seventeenth Corps, has reached Cairo en route for Chattanooga. 
ie: Gold on 13th at New York, 1.75. Boats with forage and subsistence 
; have reached Cotile; also, pontoon under charge of Lieutenant 
ye Broaddus, an energetic officer. Much need of artillery horses, and 


request that those ordered may be pushed on without delay. 
Your obedient servant, . 
~R. TAYLOR, 


Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
‘g Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Last day’s fighting on the Rapides road quite animated. 
Enemy left his dead.on the field and lost his camp equipage. Among 
the prisoners taken was Major Owen, inspector of cavalry. Many 
houses were saved from burning by our troops; Mrs. Innis’ sugar- 
aa among others, with 160 hogsheads of sugar and much mo- 
asses. : 


M ajor-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Alexandria, May 4, 1864. 

COLONEL: For two days past the fighting has been principally on 
the Bayou Robert road, between the Chambers plantation and Alex- 
andria. Last evening the enemy was driven beyond Governor 
Moore’s plantation. The force in Alexandria has been increased by 
one brigade from Matagorda, under McClernand. Banks has prob- 
ably gone to New Orleans. Prisoners from the Matagorda brigade 
were taken yesterday. I have taken steps to intercept and beat any 
other troops from Texas. Among the prisoners taken by General 
Liddell is Captain Hall, assistant adjutant-general on General Banks’ 
staff. This officer states positively that had we held the position at 
Monett’s a few hours longer his army would have surrendered, and 
there are other evidences of the truth of this. The enemy is burn- 
ing everything in his reach around Alexandria. Nothing has been 
heard of the re-enforcements from General Magruder which he ad- 
vised me were en route for the Sabine. 

Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-Gener 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, eS 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department. 
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_ _Heapquarters District or West Lourstana, 
aed ates a8 eae In the Field. May 5, 1864. 
LONEL : I have the honor to report brisk fighting yesterday on 
Bayon Bobert road, from 6 to 12 miles distant from’ Alexandria, — 
1 which the enemy showed considerable force. He has still nine 
gun-boats above the falls, and has sunk several boats below to act 
as a dam to deepen the water in the channel. On the evening of the 
3d, General Major captured near David’s Ferry a transport having 
on board the One hundred and twentieth Ohio Regiment, coming 
up. Two hundred and seventy-odd prisoners were taken, amon, 
them all the regimental field officers, and many were killed an 
wounded. The boat was sunk across the channel of the river, and 
now effectually blocks it. In this fight a gun-boat and another 
transport were wets and driven off. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 

7 In the Field, near Alexandria, May 6, 1864. 

: CoLONEL: The operations of yesterday were important. At day- 

; light the enemy attacked our advance on the Rapides road 4 miles 

- from Alexandria. His force consisted of some 3,000 or 4,000 infantry 

- and two batteries. General Steele, with Parsons’ and Carter’s cay- 

_ alry and Moseley’s battery, contested every inch of ground i Pabaip ed 
5 miles) from dawn until 5.30 p. m., when the enemy suddenly re- 
treated toward Alexandria. Our loss was perhaps 50 killed and 
wounded ; the enemy’s greater, as he advanced across open fields 
against selected positions. Late in the evening a gun-boat stole up 
the river, expecting doubtless to destroy my supply-boats at Cotile, 
but these were removed up the river in the afternoon. At Cham- 
bers’, on the Bayou Robert road, 11 miles from Alexandria, the fight- 
ing began at early dawn and was brisk and well sustained for several 
hours, when the enemy gave way and retreated toward Alexandria, 
with a brigade of cavalry in pursuit. The forces engaged on our 
part were Bee’s division, consisting of Bagby’s, Debray’s, and Vin- 
cent’s cavalry brigades, with Nettles’ and Benton’s batteries. Full 
yarticulars not yet received. During the night of the 4th and 5th, 
Major’s division, consisting of Hardeman’s and Lane’s brigades of 
cavalry, with J. A. A. West’s battery, attacked near Fort De Russy 


two gun-boats and a transport. One gun-boat was blown u 
ees to prevent her falling into our hands ; the other, > 
transport, was captured, and at the date of his report G 
Major was sinking them across the channel. Polignac is no % 
supporting distance of Major, and the two siege guns and Barnes’ — 
- battery of 12-pounders will be in position near Fort De Russy to-day, 
which will make lower Red River a mare clausum. Polignac and ~ 
Major have orders to attack at once every force aie to reach 
Alexandria. They can beat any re-enforcements Banks can obtain. 
Should the enemy retreat from Alexandria with his whole army they _ 
will drive off all cattle and hogs on his lineof march. Thaveashort — 
road through the swamp from Bee to Major and Polignac, so that 
support can be given. On the north bank of the Red River Liddell 
has driven the enemy into Pineville, where he is fortified, and has 
orders to keep up a continual fire of sharpshooters on the working 
arties at the upper falls, where the enemy is building dams and 
ocks to pass over his fleet of monitors and iron-clads, some eleven in 
number. One large iron-clad lies opposite Alexandria below the 
falls. There is not probably water enough in the channel to enable 
her to go down. Liddell has parties scouting to Black River to pre- 
vent communication with Natchez and capture any persons who may 
escape from the gun-boats and transports near De Russy. Since I 
reached the front on the night of the 21st ultimo theenemy has been 
driven 75 miles and fought over every mile of the distance both on 
land and water. We have destroyed or captured 1 heavy iron-clad, 
2 wooden gun-boats, and 7 transports, and have killed, wounded, or 
captured at least 2,000 of the enemy. <All I ask to complete the work 
is a supply of horses for artillery and ammunition for Enfield rifles 
and 3-inch and 12-pounder guns. 
Your obedient servant, 


| R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. , 


Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, near Alexandria, May 7, 1864. 

CoLONEL: At daylight on yesterday it was found the enemy had 
fallen back from our front on the Rapides, and an attack at the La- 
mourie drove the enemy’s rear at once to Governor Moore’s lower 
plantation. Prisoners taken on the Rapides were from General 
Lawler’s brigade, from Matagorda; those on the Robert were from 
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, from Vicksburg. Everything 
has been hurried to the river, where the next struggle and the final 
one will be. I will hold the river to the last man and last grain of 
powder. It is draining the enemy’s life blood. One regiment of 
infantry and a small body of cavalry were approaching our battery 
yesterday from above. This is probably the advance of a heavy 
force to open the river. Seven boats reached Fort De Russy from 
below; three with troops just from Matagorda, the others with 
stores. Last report states they had gone back. I have made dispo- 
sitions to throw everything upon any force from below and crush it 
at once. Knemy is on quarter rations in Alexandria, and is entirely 
without forage for the 10,000 animals he has there. There is great 


er ee 


. I presume there i e to be I fll 
nsists of thirteen iron-clads, two tin-clac ent) 
| ‘This is the prize for which we have been playi 
md the world will admit that our efforts have been worthy of 
ss, even though they ultimately fail Saat mae 
_ -Your obedient servant, © Saeed, 
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_ P. S.—Forage and subsistence of every kind have been removed 
beyond the enemy’s reach. Rigid ait gre Ske to destroy any- 7A 
thing useful that can fall into his hands. e will play the game 
the Russians played in the retreat from Moscow. 
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‘Heapguarters District oF West LOUISIANA, | 
In the Field, near Alexandria, May 8, 1864. 


CoLONEL: On yesterday and the day before brisk skirmishing con- 
- tinued during the day on the Rapides road and some severe fighting 
on the Robert and Boeuf. [am swinging around on Paul’s pine 
wood place as a pivot and massing everything on the Boeuf and river 
below Alexandria. The main struggle is for the river—vital for the 
enemy. The Lamourie separates our lines on the Boeuf. After 
heavy cannonading for some hours the enemy advanced on our line. 
_ His attack threw both our flanks into some confusion, when Bagby 
led a charge on the center and drove him across the Lamourie. Oh 
line oecupied the scene of fighting and slept last night on their arms. 
Polignac commanded on the field. Prisoners captured were of the 
Seventeenth Corps, some of the Vicksburg troops. The gun-boats 
captured below were the Signal and Covington, each mounting eight 
guns. We have recovered the guns of one boat and will eventually 
recover the others. In this connection I have been informed the 
_ guns of the Eastport are in the river near Montgomery. Perhaps 
_ they may be valuable. I renew my appeal for artillery horses and 
ammunition. For sixteen successive days fighting has been contin- 
- uous. Under these circumstances men and material must be con- 
sumed. : 
Your obedient servant, 
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R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, genie 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippt Department. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF West LOUISIANA, 
Lecompte, May 10, 1864. 
COLONEL: On yesterday some skirmishing took place on the Rap- 
ides road some 5 miles from Alexandria. Our position on the river 
was much strengthened at Wilson’s and Fort De Russy. At the 
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former position is Major with his division ; at the latter Bagby with g 
his, lately Bee’s, who has been_relieved from duty with this army. : 
The enemy were driven-to within 3 miles of Alexandria along the : 
river, Hardeman’s advance squadron charging 600 Yankee cavalry, — 
driving them in and taking prisoners. Roads are being cut to con- — 
nect Major and Bagby by short lines so as to concentrate‘rapidly on — 
either position. Four of the guns from the Signal are ready for 
action with a good supply of captured ammunition. The blockade — 
of the river has continued for ten days complete, every boat, whether — 
gun-boat or transport, having been taken or destroyed that attempted _ 
the passage. For four days no attempt has been made. This morn- 
ing at dawn I attacked the enemy at the lower Chambers place, on 
the Bayou Robert, with Steele’s division of cavalry, supported by 
Polignac’s infantry. Steele drove the enemy rapidly to Governor 
Moore’s upper place, capturing cooking utensils, tents, and horses, 
and followed hard until he found their infantry displayed in line. — 
To-night, about an hour before dark, I will renew the attack, using 
Steele, Polignac, and artillery, and try and drive him beyond John 
Williams’. This will connect Steele’s pickets on the Bayou Robert 
with Major’s on the river road and prevent the enemy from camp- 
ing on the high ground of Bayou Robert. In case we find too much 
strength we can easily draw off at so late an hour without risk of 
being followed. Onthe Rapides road I have but one regiment of 
cavalry and a section [of artillery]. Pickets connect through the 
swamp with Bayou Robert. All cattle, &c., have been removed 
from the Rapides country for 18 miles, so the enemy has no object in 
pushing in that direction even if he dared to do so; the whole coun- 
try to the Gulf and Sabine being open to me, I have no line of sup- 
ples or base of operations, and can move where I please. On the 
north side of Red River everything is watched from above Pineville 
to opposite Major’s batteries, where communication is established. 
All the roads from Pineville to the Ouachita and Black Rivers have 
been ordered to be blocked by felling trees across them and destroy- 
ing the bridges on the Flaxon and other streams. Thus we have a 
continuous line of pickets inclosing Banks’ army and Porter’s fleet, 
and they are as closely besieged as was ever Vicksburg. Every day 
the enemy is attacked and driven on some road and kept continually 
harassed by feints, driving in pickets, &c. Thus he is expecting 
an assault every moment, and is uncertain of the direction whence it 
may come. 

To keep this up, with my little force of scarce 6,000 men, I 
am compelled to ‘‘eke out the lion’s skin with the fox’s hide.” On 
several occasions we have forced the enemy from strong positions by 
sending drummers to beat calls, lighting camp-fires, blowing bugles, 
and rolling empty wagons over fence rails. If we force the enemy 
from Bayou Robert to-night I will move Polignac at once to Marks- 
ville. From Marksville he can support Major or Bagby, throw him- 
self with them upon any force attempting to reach Alexandria from 
Simsport, and will be 20 miles nearer Trinity than Banks at Alexan- ° 
dria. Should Banks retreat by Trinity on Natchez, the cavalry will 
cross from their present position and strike in on his line through 
the pine woods. Polignac, with all the artillery, will move rapidly 
to the mouth of Red River and salute whatever portion of the invad- 
Ing army may seek to reach New Orleans by the Mississippi River. 
Arrangements for crossing both the Red and Atehafalaya Rivers 
have been made, 
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ss Hapquarrers Disrricr or West LOourstana, 
In the Field, near Cheneyville, May 12, 1864. 


__CoLoNnEL: Yesterday the enemy moved a heavy column of troops 
down the west bank of the river, and reached a point 14 miles beiow 
Alexandria, where they were attacked by Hardeman’s brigade, of 
- Major’s division, and driven back 7 miles. No change on the Bayous 
Robert or Rapides, where some slight skirmishing has taken place. 
Two iron-clads are lying near Fort De Russy. Since yesterday 
morning our sharpshooters have been shooting every man that ex- 
poses himself on board, the gun-boats replying with heavy shellin 
without danger to us. The Mississippi is rising very rapidly, aa 
will soon overflow the country east of the Atchafalaya through the 


-Morganza crevasse. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippt Department. 


i Gee ae 


HEADQUARTERS DistTRICT OF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, May 14, 1864. 


CoLoNEL : The enemy left Alexandria after midday to-day, burn- 
ing the place. Two houses only reported left between the ice-house 
and railroad. Heavy fighting all day with gun-boats and troops. 
Steele’s division in their rear ; Polignac, Major, and Bagby in front 
and on flank ; Harrison, re-enforced by Likens’ regiment, on north 
side of Red River. We have experienced some loss, but will con- 
tinue to fight them to the bank of the Mississippi, and beyond, if 
possible. 

Your obedient servant, 


oe. os 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. \ 


Col. 8. 5. ANDERSON, Sab ieee en 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippt Department, 


ND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. —[Cuap. XLVI. 
A eet ey : ; s 
HEADQUARTERS DistRICT OF WEST LOUISIANA, ~~ 
ess — Inthe Field, May 14, 1864. 
CoLONEL : On yesterday the enemy moved heavy masses down the 
river road from Alexandria, the head of his column reaching a point — 
20 miles below last night. Three hundred and thirteen wagons ac- — 
companied thecolumn. Heavy explosions were heard at Alexandria e 
during the day and dense clouds of smoke suvelepat ie ~Twenty- — 
three transports and two gun-boats had up steam and the river was — 
full of floating masses of cotton. Hardeman skirmished briskly — 
_ with their advance, while Steele from the Bayous Rapides and Robert 
was driving their rear and attacking their flank. Reports areso con- — 
tradictory of the condition of the dam at the falls that Ido not know — 
what to believe. It appears certain, however, that a portion at least — 
of the fleet has niseeds over, and perhaps all. This morning heavy — 
firing lasted for two hours along the river, the heavy guns of gun-boats 
taking part. My troops are so disposed as to harass the enemy in rear 
and flank and attack the boats from both banks of the river. Having 
no frontier which offers advantage to a small force, I have not the 
* pretension to attempt to fight a general battle with my little force 
against four times their number, with one flank resting on Red River 
supported by gun-boats; but I hope to force the enemy to destroy 
large amounts of property, and harass and worry him until he 
reaches the Mississippi. The troops from above cannot reach me in 
time to be of use in this campaign. I shall direct General Walker. 
to halt at Campti and rest and reorganize his command. His pres- 
ence here at the right time would have insured the most brilliant re- 
sults; but such opportunities never occur twice in the same cam- 
paign. As soon as Banks reaches the Mississippi River he will lose 
the troops of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps loaned him by 
Sherman. Evenif he withdraws every man from Texas, which he 
will do, he cannot do more than maintain himself in New Orleans. 
Polignac, if strengthened by Thomas’ brigade and a good brigade of 
cavalry, can occupy and hold the La Fourche, and with any co-oper- 
ation from the other side entirely prevent the navigation of the Mis- 
sissippl River. Everything else should be directed to Missouri. 
There can be no doubt that this is the last campaign of the war. 
Nothing but the fall of Richmond can prolong the struggle after the 
summer campaign. The fate of Missouri will have to bedecided by 
diplomacy or the sword. If settled by the latter, it fixes the ques- 
tion of Tennessee and simplifies that of Kentucky. Ten thousand 
horses and an equal force of infantry can reach the Missouri River 
before the summer passes. I respectfully offer these suggestions, 
esteeming it a duty to do so. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. 8. S. ANDERSON, } 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department. 


. HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, May 16, 1864. 
COLONEL : On yesterday the fighting was well sustained. Steele’s 
division pressed the enemy’s rear and flank on the river road below - 
Alexandria, while Bagby’s division, afterward re-enforced by Major, 


several times the head of his column as it attempted to 

‘on the high ground of the Marksville Prairie from the _ 

aw Swamp. Heavy loss was inflicted on the enemy, Bagby — 

ally masking his artillery and using it at short range. Latein =~ 
the evening the enemy turned the ee by.bringing up his 

_ masses, and we fell back to Mansura, Marksville being occupied by — 

him during the night. At early dawn this morning skirmishing 

began alors: our line, of which Mansura was the center, Bagby ant 
Major, nineteen pieces of artillery, holding the right, and Po- 
lignac, re-enforced by two regiments of cavalry under Debray, the 
left, with thirteen pieces of artillery, including two 30-pounder 

- Parrotts. The broad, open prairie, smooth as a billiard table, af- 

_ forded an admirable field for artillery practice, and most of our guns 

_were 3-inch rifle and 10-pounder Parrotts captured from the enemy. 

About 6 a.m. the action became general, the enemy bringing up 

- masses of infantry with several batteries. Several attempts to turn 

_ our right were signally repulsed, as were the efforts to advance on - 

our center. At 10a. m. long lines of infantry commenced demon- 

strations on our left, the pivot of the position, our trains being 
behind that flank near Evergreen. This rendered the position dan- 
erous, as the enemy had probably 16,000 men on the field, and per- 
aps more. Our men withdrew with the steadiness of veterans on 
arade, and the road to Simsport was left open to the foe. Our artil- 
ery was most eUgEA Ty served, and told heavily on the long lines 
sat heavy columns of the enemy, while our short, thin line offered 

a small mark. As soon as the enemy resumed his retreat a division 

of cavalry was sent to attack him at the Moreauville Cut-off, while 

_ the remainder of my little force harassed his rear and flank. I have 
some men in a good position on the east bank of the Atchafalaya to 
impede the passage of that stream and inflict loss on the fleeing foe, 

' No report from Colonel Harrison for two days, but as he has had 
excellent opportunities of worrying the fleet I hope to have a good 
account of him. The campaign here will close to-morrow, when I 
will await for a day or two the decision of department headquar- 
ters on my suggestion of a Missouri movement. Not hearing, I will 
order down Walker’s division, throw myself into the La Fourche, 
confine the enemy to New Orleans, and close the navigation of the 
Mississippi. 

our obedient servant, 


et paren pee 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. 8. 8. ANDERSON, ee ae 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Mississippi Department. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIicT OF WEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, May 18, 1864. 

CoLONEL: Yesterday was a hard day for the enemy. Early in 
the morning his rear was vigorously attacked and driven by General 
Wharton below Mansura. Between Mansura and Moreauville De- 
bray was ambushed in a wood some 600 yards from the road with 
two regiments and a battery. As the enemy formed heavy line to 
resist Wharton, Debray opened, enfilading their line. Many were 
killed and wounded, and Wharton’s charge captured a good many 
prisoners. At the same time, Colonel Yager, with his own and the 
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3a te espero leg oe 
and destroyed much property. ihe wagons could nc A 
ff, as here was no exit except by the De Glaize road, on whi 
the Sixteenth Corps, forming the rear guard of Banks’ army. | 
- dark the whole force had been driven pell-mell across Yello 
Bayou, 4 miles from Simsport. Many were left on this side sca 
‘tered through the De Glaize swamps. These will be hunted out t 
day. We began operations this morning at dawn, and will continue 
them as long as the enemy is within reach. A report of Colonel 
Harrison’s operations on the north bank has been received. He kept. 
up a continued fire on the crowded transports from Pineville to 
: Black River, inflicting heavy loss of life on the enemy. He was in 
osition to have destroyed the transports if his artillery had not 
cen ordered to Arkansas. The campaign will probably close to-day 
at Simsport, its point of departure, after nearly seventy days of un- 
interrupted fighting. Nothing but the withdrawal of Walker’s 
division from me has prevented the capture of Banks’ army and the ~ 
destruction of Porter’s fleet. I feel bitterly about this, because my — 
army has been robbed of the just measure of its glory and the country 
of the most brilliant and complete success of the war. No gun-boats ~ 
“ remain in the Red River. The iron-clads which escaped from Alex- — 
- andria were dismantled and stripped of their armor. Muchironcan —~ 
be saved for the department. Mone heavy guns were destroyed, 
. also, and numbers of wagons burned. Stone coal, cotton, and other _ 
valuable property was abandoned. If the Atchafalaya Swamp ispass- 
able I will cross that stream, establish myself on the Grossetete and 
Maringouin, where forage abounds for the cavalry, and blockade the 
Mississippi with my batteries. As soon as the water falls I will 
move down and occupy and hold the La Fourche Valley, where the 
army can be subsisted. ; 
Your obedient servant, 


R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. S. S. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF West LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, Moreauville, May 19, 1864. 

CoLONEL: Yesterday a very severe action occurred near Yellow 
Bayou between my forces and the fresh troops of the enemy recently 
arrived from Texas. We drove the enemy handsomely on our right, 
killing all the horses and most of the gunners of a battery, and 
forcing the enemy to abandon it. On the left, near the De Glaize, 
we were severely repulsed and were forced to arrest the progress of 
our right. General Polignac restored order in his left brigade after 
a time, McMahan’s battery preventing the enemy from following up 
his success in this part of the field. We held the field, on which the — 
enemy, who fell back at once, left 30 dead. Our loss will reach 500 
of which 30 were killed, 50 severely wounded, and some hundred 
prisoners taken from the left brigade. The remaining wounds are 
of a trifling character. Among the killed I regret to include Colonel 
Stone, of Polignac’s old brigade, a gallant and promising officer. 
This morning the enemy was close under the guns of his fleet at 
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cade t ississippi River. 
_ Your obedient servant, : 
Sy eee . . R. TAYLOR, — 
Major-General. - 


Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


“4 HEADQUARTERS District oF WEsT LOUISIANA, 


Alexandria, May 23, 1864. 
CoLoNEL: On the night of the 20th and 2Ist instant the orem 


completed their crossing of the Atchafalaya, and the country sout 
of Red River is now rid of his presence. All previous operations 


have been reported to you. Thecommunication of the general com- 
manding of the 17th instant reached me on yesterday on my arrival 
at this place.* Jam suffering from sickness and exhaustion, and as 
soon as I am strong enough will re eee My cavalry force is 
now crossing the Atchafalaya, and alker’s division is resting at 
this place. The usual refrain of want of clothing and shoes is 
being sung. I hope the Clothing Bureau will be able at once to puta 
stop to it. My batteries are rendered very inefficient for want of 
artillery horses. Unless the most stringent measures are adopted 
and their wants supplied, it will be PEpomanle to act upon the defen- 
sive, much less upon the offensive. It is out of the question to fit 
our batteries with horses from the country overrun by the enemy, 
and I must rely upon the northern portion of the department, which 
has been protected from invasion, to furnish the army with the nec- 
essary means to punish the enemy still further. During the last 
twelve months I have been constantly urging the necessity of fur- 
nishing artillery horses and the absolute need of supplying them. I 
cannot too urgently impress upon department headquarters the vital 
importance oF immediate action which will supply my wants in this 
respect. I have not received a horse for my batteries from depart- 
ment headquarters since I have been in command of this district, 
notwithstanding my constant appeals and the urgent wants of my 
artillery. 

Mair Croncial Canby arrived in New Orleans on the 19th instant 
and relieved General Banks of the command of the Department of 
the Gulf. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General. 
Col. 8. 8. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


* See p. 538, 
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GENERAL OrpERS,} | _Hpgrs. Dist. or West LovimsIANa, _ 
—  .* No. — pees Mansfield, . 
~ Soldiers of the Army of West Louisiana: 


At last have your patience and your devotion been rewarded. | 
Condemned for many days to retreat before an overwhelming force, — 


as soon as your re-enforcements reached you you turned upon the 
foe. No language but that of simple narrative should recount your 
— deeds. On Rect 8, you fought the battle of Mansfield. Never in 
war was a more complete victory won. Attacking the enemy with 
_ the utmost alacrity when the order was given, the result was not for 

~a moment doubtful. The enemy was driven from every position, 


his artillery captured, his men routed. In vain were fresh troops 


brought up. Your magnificent line, like a resistless wave, swept 
everything before it. Night alone stopped youradvance. Twenty- 
one pieces of artillery, 2,500 prisoners, many stand of colors, 20 
wagons attest your success over the Thirteenth and Nineteenth 
Army Corps. On the 9th, you took up the pursuit and pressed it 
with vigor. For 12 miles prisoners, scattered arms, burning wagons 
proved how well the previous day’s work had been done by the 
soldiers of Texas and Louisiana. The gallant divisions from Mis- 
souri and Arkansas (unfortunately absent on the ed marched 45 
miles in two days to share the glories of Pleasant Hill. This was 
emphatically the soldier’s victory. In spite of the strength of the 


enemy’s position, held by fresh troops of the Sixteenth Corps, your— 


valor and devotion triumphed over all. Darkness closed one of the 
hottest fights of the war. The morning of the 10th dawned upon a 
fleeing foe, with our cavalry in pursuit, capturing prisoners at every 
step. These glorious victories were most dearly won. A list of the 
heroic dead would sadden the sternest heart. A visit to the hospi- 
tals would move the sympathy of the most unfeeling. The memory 
of our dead will live as long as noble deeds are cherished on earth. 
The consciousness of duty well performed will alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the wounded. Soldiers! from a thousand homes thanks 
will ascend to the God of battles for your victories. Tender wives 
and fond mothers will repose in safety behind the breast-works of 
your valor. No fears will be felt that the hated foe will desecrate 
their homes by his presence. This is your reward; but much 
remains to be done. Strict discipline, prompt obedience to orders, 
cheerful endurance of privations, will alone insure our independ- 
ence. 
R. TAYLOR, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. District or West LovISIANA, 
No. —. ‘ In the Field, April 26, 1864. 

The major-general commanding desires to express to the army his 
appreciation of the distinguished courage and energy displayed by 
Major-General Wharton while in pursuit of the enemy on the 22d, 
23d, and 24th instant. In daring, in vigor, and in soldiership the 
operations of these three days will compare favorably with any of 
the war. Coming to us with crown adorned with the laurels of 


14, April 11, 1864. 
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hard-fought field, Major-Géneral Wharton takes place at 

rank of Texas leaders. The major-general’tom- 
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Barnes, Barnes’ battery, and their officers and men — 
commendations of General Wharton. | 


‘ E. SURGET, 
| Assistant Adjutant-General, 


" [No. 11.]—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor and the 


officers and men of his comman 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States o America, 
That the thanks of Congress are eminently due, and are eke most 


| ES ey tendered, to Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, and the officers and 


ie aie 


men of his command, for the brilliant successes obtained by them 
over the enemy in Louisiana during the past year, and particular] 
for the victories at Mansfield and Pleasant Hil. on the 8th and oth 
of April last, and their sees a bet operations against the retreating 
army of the Federal General Banks, in the valley of the Red River. 
_ Resolved, That the President communicate this resolution to Ma- 
jor-General Taylor and the officers and men of his command. 
Approved June 10, 1864. 


No. 96. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Walker, C. S. Army, commanding 
division, of operations March 12-19. 


HEADQUARTERS WALKER’S DIVISION, 
Marksville, March 12, 1864—7 p. m. 

GENERAL: Captain McNelly has just reached here from Simsport, 
and reports that the enemy had six gun-boats and two transports at 
Simsport, and that they were landing troops when he left, about an 
hour by sun this evening. He says that the pickets above Simsport 
reported that the entire fleet of gun-boats and a large number of 
transports were coming down the Atchafalaya when he left. This 
is doubtless Sherman’s force from Vicksburg, as they certainly did 
not come up the Mississippi. I shall move down at daylight in the 
morning with Randal’s and Hawes’ brigades to support Scurry, who 
is in position on Yellow Bayou. That position, however, is untena- 
ble, as it can be turned in this low stage of water. Iam embarrassed 
to know how to cover Fort De Russy, as against such a force as the 
enemy evidently has it would be extremely hazardous to risk an en- 
gagement on this island around Marksville, out of which there is 
no egress except by the bridge over Bayou Du Lac, I shall retain 
the steam-boat Countess here to carry off whatever may be necessary 
to move, and send her off at the last moment that it will be safe for 
her to remain. Been HS : 

sspectfully, your obedient servant, 
| oy eladmat ag J. G. WALKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. R. TAYLOR, © — 
Commanding District of West Lowisvana, 


Near Carroll Jones’, Parish of Rapides, La., March 1 
“Magor: I have the honor to report, for the informatic 
najor-general commanding the District of West Louisiana, 
the 12th instant I was informed by Brigadier-General Scurry, com- 
‘manding on Yellow Bayou, 4 miles from Simsport, that the enemy . 
had byael a small force that day at the latter point. I received this 
~ information at 5p. m., which I immediately dispatched to you. At? 
p.m. of the same day I dispatched to you the subsequently received 
“intelligence from General Scurry that the enemy’s force was very 
. large, occupying twenty-seven transports and escorted by fourteen’ 
- gun-boats, and that they were then debarking at Simsport with their 
artillery and trains.* : 
Upon the first information General Scurry had moved down in 
‘the direction of the Atchafalaya with the purpose of attacking the ~ 
_ enemy and driving him aboard of his vessels, but subsequent and 
more correct information. as to the ‘strength of the enemy induce 
~ him to fall back to Moreauville, 11 miles west of Simsport. The 
_ defenses constructed with so much labor at Yellow Bayou were ren- 
_~ dered useless by the drying up of the swamps on the flanks, which 
were depended on as the chief means of defense. To avoid ae 
cut off from Marksville by the enemy coming by a practicable roa 
from Old River to the big bend of the De Glaize, this movement to 
the rear became necessary. 
The night of the 12th was spent in withdrawing my infantry and 
light artillery from a point on Red River 7 or 8 miles below Fort De 
Russy and making preparations to march to General Scurry’s sup- 
port, who was instructed to delay the march of the enemy as much 
-_ as possible, and in case he was pressed to fall back to the west of | 
Bayou De Glaize and take position at the long bridge at Bout De 
Bayou, to resist the enemy’s advance until I could re-enforce him. 

Upon reaching Bout De Bayou the next morning I found that 
General Scurry had fallen back across the De Glaize and was taking 
position at the long bridge already mentioned. All the cavalry under 
my command having been cut off in Pointe Coupée by the entrance 
into the Atchafalaya of the enemy’s gun-boats, I was wholly with- 
out the means of gaining information, as the enemy kept his front 
well covered by his small cavalry force. Late that night I received 
intelligence from Lieutenant Robinson, whom I had sent out to gain 
information, that from citizens he had learned that the enemy were 
re-embarking for the purpose of ascending Red River, 

Soon after daylight on the 14th, this information was proven incor- 
rect by hearing the sound of numerous drums in the distance in the 
direction of Simsport, and as the morning advanced it became 
apparent that the enemy in force was approaching our position. 
As to his strength we could only form a conjecture, as he kept his 
front too well covered to permit our obtaining a view of his infantry 
column, until at about 8.30 o’clock in the morning it reached Moreau- 
ville, and turning to the left defiled along the banks of the De Glaize 
in full view of our pickets, whom they drove in by a musketry and 
artillery fire. His column, then exposed to our view, extended for 24 
miles along the banks of the De Glaize, through the village of Moreau- 
ville, and disappeared in the cut-off in the direction of the Atcha- 
falaya, The force thus dispiayed consisted, as near as could be arrived 
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, which I supposed would reach me that night, could come 


_ up; but I soon found that the force of enemy was so overwhelming 


that my small division, numbering but 3,828 muskets present an 


twelve light guns, was entirely unequal to the task of checking more 


than momentarily the advance of the enemy. The position I had. 


chosen offered some advantages against an enemy not so unequal in * 


numbers, and if the swamps had been covered with water, as the 
usually are at this season of the year, even against a largely superior 
force; but the unusual dryness of the season had rendered the 


_ swampy grounds above and below Bout De Bayou bridge passable 


for artillery and trains, and rendered my position extremely hazard- 
ous, inasmuch as I was on [an] island formed by Red River, Bayous 
De Glaize, Du Lac, and Choctaw, the only outlet to which was Bayou 


_ Du Lac bridge, 8 miles to the south. In the event of the enemy turn- 


ing my right, which he could easily have done, my march to Bayou 


Du Lac would have been intercepted and the destruction of my com- 


mand inevitable. To have fallen back toward Marksville in order 
to cover Fort De Russy would equally have insured the disaster. 
By falling back, however, toward Bayou Du Lac and watching the 
movements of the enemy I was in hopes of finding an opportunity 
of attacking him should he march upon Fort De Russy with less 
than his entire strength. The prairie country through which the 
enemy would pass would give me an excellent on] ortunity for ob- 
serving his movements and estimating his strength. All these con- 
siderations induced me to adopt the only course not dictated by folly 
or madness; and however mortifying 1t might be to abandon our 
brave companions in arms at Fort De Russy to their fate, it became 
my imperative duty to do so rather than attempt assistance, which 
at best could delay this danger but a few hours, and without a mir- 
acle from Heaven would insure the certain destruction of my entire 
command. I have never had a doubt about the propriety of my 
course, but do not expect to escape malignant criticisms. If they 
come from responsible sources I know how to meet them, and only 
ask that they be made in an open manner. 

I commenced my movement to Bayou Du Lac bridge at 10 a, m. 
on the 14th, and not until the enemy, having repaired the burnt 
bridge over Bayou De Glaize, had commenced crossing his infantry 
in force. The road followed by my division diverges from the 
Marksville and Simsport road at Mansura. We retired leisurely 
and in perfect order along this road, and except by a body of 60 or 
80 of the enemy’s cavalry, who drove in on the infantry the few 
mounted officers who, in default of cavalry, were acting as a cavalry 
rear guard, our march was uninterrupted. 

The enemy, on reaching the intersection of the road on which he 
was marching and that by which we were retiring, moved straight 
on to Fort De Russy without halting, his long column well closed 
up and leaving no stragglers behind. Moving slowly and halting 
frequently to watch the movements of the enemy, the rear of my 
column did not reach Bayou Du Lac until 4 p. m. 

In the mean time I had been joined by a company of the Second 


tion. Fram the latter direction I learned that the enemy’s fo 
were under the command of Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith, and was a: 
tion of Sherman’s late Mississippi expedition, and that their force 
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was about 15,000 infantry, with a large Soles of artillery. From the — 
direction of Marksville I learned that the enemy’s column reeched 


: -Marksville about 3 o’clock, and that a column of about 4,000 men 


pushed directly through to Fort De Russy, while the greater portion ~ 
of the command halted in the immediate vicinity of the village. 


Later I learned that the fort was invested about 4p. m., and that a “9 
. fierce musket and artillery fire was kept up until about sundown, 


when it ceased, and from the shout of the enemy it was supposed the 
fort then surrendered. 

Up to this time I was in hopes that the holding out of the fort for 
a day or two would enable me to be re-enforced by Mouton’s and 


' Polignac’s brigades, when we could have attacked the covering force 


of the enemy at Marksville, and perhaps raised the siege of Fort De 
Russy, although even with this re-enforcement the superiority of 
the enemy would have been too great to give more than the faintest 
hope of success. Being now satisfied, however, that Fort De Russy — 
had surrendered, it became a matter of the utmost importance for 
my command to reach the Natchitoches road at this point in advance 
of the enemy, or otherwise we would necessarily be thrown back into 
the desert between the Calcasieu and Sabine, when the only escape 
from starvation would be a hasty retreat into Texas by way of Nib- 
lett’s Bluff. The enemy, having now the control of the river, could 
re-embark his forces, and removing them rapidly to Alexandria 
could reach this point by a march of 30 miles, whereas my division, 
being compelled to make a long detour through the pine woods, 
could not reach this point in less than four or five days of ordinary 
marching, it being over 75 miles. Under these circumstances I 
thought it my duty to take up my line of march at once without 
awaiting instructions, which-I did about 10 p. m. on the 14th, and 
on the next morning arrived at Lloyd’s Bridge with my whole force, 
including Mouton’s brigade, commanded by Colonel Gray, which I 
found encamped on the Huffpower, 19 miles south of Fort De Russy, 
under orders to re-enforce my division. 

I was informed by Colonel Gray that he received the order to 
march to my assistance at 5 p. m. on the 13th, but too late to march 
that day, having had no previous intimation to be in readiness. 

I would respectfully ask the attention of the major-general com- 
manding to these facts and dates, inasmuch as there seems to have 
been some unaccountable delay, since the information in regard to 
the landing of the enemy in force reached your headquarters dur- 
ing the night of the 12th, and were acknowledged at 6 o’clock on 
the next morning, and yet Mouton’s brigade received no orders to 
march until 5 o’clock on the 13th, and did not march until 5 a. m. 
on the 14th. 

Since reaching this camp two officers (Captain Adams, of the 
Twenty-eighth Texas Cavalry, dismounted, and Lieutenant J ennings, 
of the Thirteenth Texas Cavalry; dismounted), who formed a por- 
tion of the garrison at Fort De Russy, have come in, bringing in 21 
men, with their arms and accouterments. They represent that the 
fort was attacked from the direction of Marksville about 4 p.m. on 
the 14th; that the enemy planted batteries at three or four points 


eT beter? hc they a 


such circumstances Captain Adams, the ranking officer left (Captain 
Hutton, who had command of the work, having disappeared early 
_ in the action), concluded to withdraw the men and endeavor to make 
_ hisesecape. All came out, including Captain Hutton’s own company, 
but they threw away their arms and one by one disappeared, and, 
as Captain Adams supposes, returned to their homes. In striki 
contrast to this disgraceful conduct of Captain Hutton and his com- 

y, it is with great pleasure I record the gallant and noble con- 
uct of a detachment of 9 men belonging to Captain King’s com- 

pany. Captain King, with the principal part of his company, was 

in the upper work, and this detachment, under Lieutenant Brooke, 

was sent to man one of the guns in the water battery. When it 

_ was proposed by the men here to make their escape, as they could 

do nothing, these 9 men declared their purpose of going into the 
upper fort to assist their comrades and share their fate, and amid a 
heavy fire of artillery and musketry set out with Lieutenant Brooke 
to carry out their design. Their fate is unknown, but such honor- 
able and noble conduct deserves to be recorded. 

I find upon examining the post returns of the fort, deducting 
those known to have escaped, that our loss does not exceed 205 en- 
listed men and 24 commissioned officers. The loss in material, 

_ especially in guns, is very heavy and perhaps irreparable. I suc- 

' ceeded, however, in saving two siege guns, a 24-pounder and a 30- 

under Parrott rifle, sent off early on the morning of the 14th. 

he only loss of material sustained by my division was 2 wagons 

and teams captured by the enemy from General Scurry’s brigade 
while between Moreauville and Simsport. 

In accounting for the disaster at Fort De Russy it is unnecessary 
to look to other causes than the overwhelming superiority of the 
enemy's force; but even with this disadvantage Fort De Russy 
might have been held for some days, perhaps, without relief from 
the outside, but for the vicious system of engineering adopted and 
the wretched judgment displayed in the selection of the position, 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. WALKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


4g or, Se 


Maj. E. SuRGET, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dist. of West La. 


No. 97. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Mosby M. Parsons, C. S. Army, commanding 
division, of engagement at Pleasant Hull. 
HEADQUARTERS PARSONS’ DIVISION, 
Camp near Mansfield, La., April 13, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to est through you to Briga- 
dier-General Churchill, commanding the Missouri and Arkansas 


ner yal ean ea one shot Seedy eho that was — 
_ the nder rifle; that in consequence of the heavy artillery — 
nto the rear of the water battery. th ey were forced aoe the ex- — 
“ions in front of the t, where they remained for some 
ime, until it became apparent that they could do nothing and that — 

afew minutes they would be surrounded and captured. Under 


divisions, the part taken by my di e bat 
Bills ia. on Apri 0.0 ss ee ee er eae 
- Twas encamped on the morning of the 8th 3 miles beyond Keachie, 
when I received orders. to march immediately to Mansfield, at which 
- point my command, numbering 2,200 men effective, arrived at 6 


m. same day ; there ordered three days’ rations to be cooked, which 
-. occupied my troops until 12 p.m. Eatas Sikes Ss 
At 3 o’clock the same night I resumed the line of march in the 


direction of Pleasant Hill. Having arrived within 2 miles of this 


oint, it was ascertained that the enemy were drawn up therein full _ 
orce to give battle. Brigadier-General Churchill, being chief in ~ 
command of the Arkansas division and my own, ordered the two — 


divisions to diverge to the right of the main road for the purpose 
of attacking the enemy’s flank and rear. Having marched by a cir- 
~ euitous route for the distance of 2 miles, we entered a road leading 
to the town from a southwesterly direction, following it until within 
1 mile of the enemy’s outposts. A line of battle was formed as indi- 
cated in No. 1 of the sketch* of a portion of the battle-field, here- 
with submitted and made a part of this report. The line advancing 
it was discovered that it would expose its right flank to the enemy 
without accomplishing the purposes intended by the movement. It 
became necessary, therefore, to change the direction by marching 
my division by the right flank entirely to the south side of the road 
as indicated by No. 2 of the sketch. 

While this movement was being accomplished my sharpshooters, 
under Major Pindall, were hotly engaged with the enemy and finally 
rallied upon the main line, my left flank being also exposed to a gall- 
ing fire. During this the enemy were also moving a portion of their 
ere its left flank, for the evident purpose of outflanking me on 

e right. : 

Having extended my line to the right to its utmost tension, and 
the Texas cavalry under Colonel Hardeman having formed on my 
right, I ordered the division to move by the left flank, and as soon 
as it was in motion I ascertained by the firing upon my right (the 
timber being too dense for personal observation) that the enemy in 
force even attempted to turn my right. Without waiting for intelli- 
gence from Colonel Clark, commanding First Missouri Brigade and 
the right of my division, I immediately informed General Churchill 
of the fact. In afew minutes information from Colonel Clark was 
received to the same effect. Aided, however, by the Texas cavalry 
and by his skillful maneuvering of his command he succeeded in 
defeating this first attempt of the enemy in that direction. T then 
ordered the whole line to charge. It threw itself with impetu- 
osity and the wildest enthusiasm upon a force of the enemy larger 
than its own, strongly posted at No. 3 in the sketch, protected and 
concealed in ravines bordered with cane and willow. The enemy’s 
force here was immediately put to flight, not, however, until nearly 
_a whole regiment was captured. 

Continuing the charge in the direction indicated by and between 
the dotted lines 4 and 5 in the sketch, I next encountered two of the 
enemy’s batteries, which were captured, but in doing so the horses 
were all killed and no sufficient number of men could be spared to 
take the gunstotherear, About this time, also, another line of the 
enemy’s infantry (numbered 6 fn the sketch) was assaulted and driven 


* Not found, 
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ua. 5 me 
ssibly sa 


ered, and against two lines of the enemy drawn up and protected 
‘In the most favorable positions, was the most brilliant feat that I 
have witnessed during the present war, and could they have been 


sustained in their charge the enemy would have been routed entirely « 


from all my part of the field. I am under obligations to Colonel 
Hardeman and his gallant band of Texans for their heroic efforts to 
prevent the enemy from finally flanking my right. Heavy masses 
alone prevented their success. My losses are as follows: Killed, 32; 
wounded, 235; missing, 51.* 

lam pleased to recommend to the favorable notice of the com- 
manding general the skill, intrepidity, and daring of Col. John B. 
Clark and Col. S. P. Burns, commanding First and Second Brigades 
‘of my division. 

I am indebted to Major Maclean, assistant adjutant-general ; Cap- 
tain Kelly, assistant inspector-general ; Capt. A. M. Standish, assist- 
ant adjutant-general, and Lieut. J. F. Edwards for their gallant and 
meritorious support on the field. While bearing an order Captain 
Standish was severely wounded in the left hand, and by my direc- 
tion left the field. 

Major Monroe, quartermaster, and Major Tracy, commissary of 
subsistence, are entitled to the thanks of the officers and soldiers for 
their promptness in furnishing transportation and supplies whenever 
necessary for the troops. 

Dr. T. D. Wooten, chief surgeon of division, was promptly at his 

ost, and was caring for the wounded with his usual vigilance and 
Banotolént kindness. 

For more particular details of this action and gallant bearing of 
other officers I respectfully refer to the official reports of Colonels 
Clark and Burns, Leaadth submitted. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. M. PARSONS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. A. H. SEVIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* But see compilation from nominal lists following. 


Staff 
1st (8th) Regimen 
uh Resiment 
Reygiment 


OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED. 


Tenth Missouri : Lieut. J. C. Estes, killed ; Capts. H. Brockman, R. B. Overton, and ~_ 


Lieuts. George W. Clift and F.S. Reed, wounded. : 
Eleventh Rieceirs : Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Murray, Capt. A. S. Bradley, and Lieuts. 
H.C. Cogswell, John Kingston, J. M. Eaton, J. D. McCormick, T. F. Donnell, G. G. 
Lindsay, and R. W. Wrenn, wounded. 
Sixteenth Missouri: Lieuts. James M. Wall.and Alfred A. Wetzel, wounded. 


No. 98. 


‘Report of Brig. Gen. James C. Tappan, C. S. Army, commanding 
Churetairs division, of engagement at Pleasant Hill. 


Hopagrs. First Division, ARKANSAS TROOPS 
(KNOWN AS CHURCHILL’s DIVISION), 
April 12, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT : Being in command of the above-named division in 
the battle which occurred at Pleasant Hill, La., on April 9, it be- 
comes my duty to report the action of said division in that affair, 
which will be ever memorable on account of its influence upon the 
destinies of the Trans-Mississippi Department of the Confederacy. 
Said division was composed of two brigades, one (Tappan’s brigade) 
commanded in said action by Col. H. L. Grinsted, and the other 
(Churchill’s brigade) commanded by Col. L. C. Gause. Brigadier- 
General Churchill, having been put in command of Parsons’ Missouri 
division and the above-mentioned Arkansas division, put me in com- 
mand of said division. 

On Thursday night, April 7, about 11 o’clock, I received orders 
from Brigadier-General Churchill to hold the division in readiness 
to move the next morning for Mansfield at daylight. I gave the nec- 
essary orders, and the next morning I moved promptly at the hour 
directed. We reached Mansfield that evening exactly at 3.30 p. m. 
The battle of Mansfield was then progressing, but Major-General 
Taylor not deeming it necessary to order us into the fight, we were 
directed to take position on what is known as the Gravelly Point road, 
to prevent a flank movement of the enemy which was anticipated in 
that direction. That night the division prepared two days’ rations 
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moned and moved promptly at 3 o’clock. W 
omptly- e expec 


proceeded some 4 miles, for the purpose of making a flank movement 

upon the enemy. Brigadier-General Parsons’ Missouri division was 

upon my right and my division was immediately upon their left. 
My line was formed at about 4.30 o’clock. soon as formed I 


_ threw out three companies of skirmishers, as ordered, under Major 
_ Steele, of Grinsted’s regiment, and immediately ordered my line to 


advance rapidly as directed. As soon as we began to move forward 
we became engaged with the enemy. We advanced from our orig- 
inal position more than half a mile, and by the right flank a distance 
equally as great. Foran hour and a half we were as warmly en- 
gaged with the enemy as it has ever been my experience to witness 
onany battle-field. My division, however, never faltered, but moved 
steadily and firmly forward with the firmness of men who seemed 
determined to succeed or to fall in the attempt. Up to this time I 
obeyed implicitly the only order I had received, to press rapidly 
forward with my command and to keep up with the division on the 
right. At this juncture, learning that the division on the right had 
been outflanked and was falling back, I immediately directed my 
attention in that direction and saw that such was the case. When 
said division had swept entirely past mine, and.:my command became 
exposed to a heavy and murderous fire froni the flank as well as the 
front, I ordered the brigade commanders to fall back with their re- 
spective brigades with aview of forming a line on a more advan- 
tageous position. As we commenced retiring I came across -the 
brigadier-general commanding the two divisions, who was gallantly 
exerting himself to rally the division on the right. I reported to 
him, and under his guidance and direction exerted myself, in con- 
junction with Brigadier-General Parsons, to rally the men. The 
confusion which had, however, appeared on the right was soon 
manifested on the left. The exhausted condition of the men, the 
lateness of the hour, it being near dark, andthe denseness of thicket 
made it extremely difficult to rally the men. While the battle lasted 
no men ever fought more gallantly. This is evidenced by the fact 
that the enemy made little or no attempt to pursue our line as we 
fell back ; on the contrary, so thoroughly was he worsted in the en- 
gagement that he fled toward Red River as soon as night came, 
leaving his dead to be buried and his wounded to be cared for by 
us. Thus ended one of the brilliant affairs of the war so far as its 
results have proven. The loss of the division in the engagement was 
as follows: Killed, 26 ; wounded, 112; missing, 63. 

I would state that I had no knowledge of the topography of the 
country, nor was I furnished with a map. The number of dead and 
wounded Yankees found before the line of the division will attest 
their efficiency in the action. 


nd slept upon their arms in lineof battle. At 2a. m. we were sum- 


~ 


are deserving of credit. I would particularly call attention to 
Colonel Shaver, who commanded a regiment in the brigade com- 


manded by Colonel Grinsted. The coolness, judgment, and brav- 
ery with which he managed his regiment deserve special mention. — 
: T am under great obligations to the members of my staff—Capt. 
‘Amos Tappan and Capt. J. J. Horner, and Lieut. William P. Mc- 
Cabe and Lieut. Charles Mitchell. They bore themselves with dis- — 
tinguished gallantry and rendered me great assistance. The same 
may be said of my volunteer aides—Dr. Thomas G. Polk, of Mis- — 
sissippi, and C. EK. Ives, of Arkansas. That night I carried my — 


command to the camp selected and reported in person.to General _ 


Churchill. 3 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.C. TAPPAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Diwision. 
Lieut, A. H. SEVIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 99. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Hamilton P. Bee, C. S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS BEE’S DIVISION OF CAVALRY, 
Pleasant Hill, La., April 10, 1864. 

Sm: I have the honor to report operations of my command in the 
battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. 

I marched from Columbus, on the Colorado River, in Texas, March 
11, with six regiments of cavalry—Debray’s, Buchel’s, Terrell’s, 
Woods’, Gould’s, and Likens’—and reported to General Richard 
Taylor, commanding army of operations in Louisiana, on April 5 at 
Mansfield, La., with the three first-named regiments. The others, 
being delayed by incidents of so long march, did not arrive in time 
to participate in the battles of the 8th and 9th. 

On the afternoon of the 7th, was ordered to report to Maj. Gen. 
Tom Green, commanding cayalry corps, and did so at 5 o’clock at 
a creek some 12 miles from Mansfield, on road to Natchitoches ; 
found the general skirmishing heavily with the enemy across the 
creek. My command was formed in reserve and slept on their arms 
in line of battle. 

At daylight General Green moved back to Mansfield with all of 
his cavalry and artillery, leaving me with three regiments of cay- 
alry to contest the advance of the enemy, which was successfully — 
done by forming the regiments in successive lines of battle, with 
interval of 500 yards to the rear, and thus was enabled, owing to 
the dense wooded country, to delay their advance by forcing them 
to deploy into line and attack my position, when the regiment en- 
gaged, after holding the ground as long as practicable, retired behind 
the successive regiment, and thus by these successive formations the 


- 


h of the large army under General Banks was so delayed as to 
nsume seven hours in a march of a es and gave Gen- 
of M ; 


gs | epee. 

_ eral Taylor time to prepare for the battle ansfield. On arriv 
at the open fields my work of skirmishing and delay was* done, ae ee 
_ I was assigned to the right of the line of battle then formed in the 


fields. ’ : Pe eee zi 
_ At4p. m. General J. G. Walker moved up his division of infantry, 
my cavalry covering his right, but being in the timber my progress 


_. was slow, and not until after the infantry had ease the wagon 


train and 21 susan of artillery did I suc in disentangling 
myself from the swamps and morasses. Then, moving rapidly, 
crossed the Seven-Mile Creek, following up what was reported to 
*me as a routed foe, but at once encountered the Nineteenth Army 
Corps of the Federal army, who, not having come up in time to 
take part in the action of Mansfield, was now fresh a well posted 
on the crest of the hill surmounting the creek. Owing to the road 
being blocked. by the captured train, our troops of the different 
arms became intermingled, but imbued by the proper spirit, acting 
as one organization, infantry and dismounted cavalry charged the 
enemy’s line and maintained their ground until night put an end to 
the most severe action of the day. As it was fought by our troops 
when scattered and disorganized, by a decided and complete victory 
over the cavalry corps and Thirteenth Army Corps of the Federals, 
and against a fresh and solid column of 10,000 men, commanded by 
General Emory, and the battle of the Peach Orchard being a sepa- 
rate and distinct action from Mansfield, proved the steadiness of our 
soldiers. On the part of the line on which I acted I received the 
allant jit enia of Colonel Randal, commanding brigade, and Col. 
dward Clark, commanding regiment, both of Walker’s division, 
as well as the officers of the cavalry corps, intermingled without 
original brigade or regimental formation. Captain Lane, of 
Debray’s regiment, with his company, gallantly charged the 
enemy’s line to draw their fire, preparatory to a combined charge 
by our infantry, with loss, I regret to say, of Lieutenant Willis 
killed and a third of his company destroyed. Captain Borden, of 
Buchel’s regiment, was most severely wounded. Major McNeil, of 
my personal staff, had his horse killed, and our casualties were 
heavy, but the particulars are inaccessible to me. 

At daylight of the 9th, I was ordered to pursue the enemy, who 
had retreated during the night. This was done with rapidity for 15 
miles, capturing many prisoners (stragglers), and the whole extent 
of the road marked with burning wagons and ambulances, arms 
thrown away, property abandoned, and every evidence of panic and 
disorder. At 9 o’clock, Colonel Madison’s regiment of cavalry being 
in the advance, the enemy was encountered in line of battle across 
the fields in front of the village of Pleasant Hill. The strong front 
presented by what was supposed to be a routed and retreating army 
rendered it prudent to reconnoiter the extent of this line before 
ordering a charge, and Colonel Buchel on my left, and Colonel 
Hardeman on the right, were dispatched to ascertain how far into 
the timber and beyond sight the line extended. Colonel Buchel 
soon reported that their right rested on a deep ravine a short dis- 
tance in the timber, but Colonel Hardeman reported the line ex- 
tended for a mile into the timber on their left. I had not recov- 
ered from my surprise at this extraordinary show of force on the 
part of the enemy after the occurrences of the previous day and the 


_ irregular cavalry would have no business to charge such a line of _ 


“disastrous retreat of the night, except so far as to conclude that my 4 
battle, when Major-General Green arrived on the field and took 


~ eommand: By his order I accompanied him in a close reconnais- 


sance of the enemy’s line, with the result that no move was made 
by our cavalry until after the battle opie’ in the afternoon. 
“At 4 p. m. Churchill’s division of Arkansas and Missouri troops 


engaged the enemy’s extreme left, and so soon as his guns wereheard 


the artillery of the cavalry corps (sixteen pieces, commanded by — | 
Major Sasaibes, most of aha had been captured the day before at 
Mansfield) was ordered by General Green to open fire, the distance _ 3 
being about 800 yards. The rapidity and ee evinced inthereplyof 
forty pieces from the Federal line was conclusive proof that we were” _ 
about to attack an army other than the one encountered the day 
before. At 4.300’clock I was ordered in person by General Green to 
charge with all of the cavalry the enemy, who were in the same 
position as they had been all day, but were supposed by him to be 
wheeling in retreat. I at once moved with Debray’s and Buchel’s 
regiments that were formed in the road, ordering the other cavalry 
regiments to follow, and in column of fours moved rapidly across 

the space intervening between the two armies, but before reaching 
nearer than 200 yards from the enemy’s line of battle, and before the 
order was given to deploy and charge, the command was literally 
swept away by a cross-fire at close range from an enemy concealed - 
behind a string of fence perpendicular to the enemy’s line of battle. 
This fire was as unexpected as disastrous. Fortunately there were 
ravines of young pines on our right which furnished somewhat of 
shelter until the shock could be recovered from, but the empty 
saddles, the men shot and falling in all directions, the confusion, 
produced a scene imperishable on my memory. Although the fire 
was now opened from the front as well as the ambuscade, what was 

left of Debray’s gallant regiment succeeded in returning to our lines, 
with a loss of one-third of their number. I had 2 horses shot under 

me. Colonel Debray was injured by the fall of his horse, which 
was killed. 

Colonel Buchel, commanding the rear regiment in this move on 
the enemy’s line, drew back in time to avoid the fire of the ambus- 
cade, passed to the left, dismounted his men, attacked the Federals 
in their ambuscade, and drove them back to their line. This gallant 
and soldierly act, showing the discipline and valor of his men, was 
made at the sacrifice of his life, for he fell mortally wounded on the 
field. It is proper to state here that Colonel Buchel while wounded 
was in possession for a short time of the enemy, who took his name 
and rank, and will doubtless be published in their returns as mor- 
tally wounded and a prisoner, hen in fact his prostrate body was 
retaken by his men, and the brave colonel died at my headquarters 
camp two days after the battle, a brilliant soldier of Prussia and 
an irreparable loss to our cause and his adopted country. I then 
passed to the left and joined the cavalry command, which dis- 
mounted, and with Polignac’s division of infantry, under the imme- 
diate command of General Green, were hotly engaged with the 
enemy on their right center and right, which contest continued until 
after dark. After returning to my camp in company with General 
Taylor, at about 8 o’clock General Kirby Smith, the commander-in- 
chief, came up, just from Shreveport. 1 was present at the interview 
of these distinguished soldiers, 


‘CAD AIGN So - ee 2 fore 


_ At 10 p. m. General Taylor ordered me to return to the battle-field; — 
not more than 1,000 yards from where we were, and picket up to 
_the enemy’s line, and with General Srhith returned to Mansteld. a 

This I did with four companies of Buchel’s regiment, established my- 


self at the point which I had held at dark, and sent out pickets, who. 
ina few moments commenced firing, showing that the enemy had a 
not advanced a step. The fire soon ceased and the time passed with- 
out alarm, but with noise, confusion, and moving of wagons, until 
midnight, when all was still. So Sane 


At dawn of day the Pree, advancing cautiously, found them- — = 


in the house at Pleasant Hill that General Banks occupied at 8 o’clock 
_ the previous night, at which time he commenced his retreat to Nat- 
chitoches. All of this was at once dispatched to General Taylor. So | 
soon as the cavalry, who had been sent back several miles for water the 
night before, could be brought up a strong force under Colonel Yager 
(now in command of Buchel’s regiment) was sent in pursuit, which 
went about 20 miles to the Double Bridges, noting burning wagons 
and destroyed material of war, but as the bridges had been burnt he 
was compelled to return with about 100 prisoners (stragglers) and 
report these facts. 
have the honor to report that at daylight I was in possession of 
the battle-field of Pleasant Hill, with all the dead and wounded of 
the Federal army, who, with precipitation and haste, so soon as 
dark enabled them to do so, retreated, leaving uncared for both their 
dead and wounded of all ranks. Several surgeons of the Federal 
army reported to me soon after I reached Pleasant Hill as having 
been left by order of General Banks to care for their wounded, 
and awaited my commands, which it gave me pleasure to signify 
to them was that they continue their duties, offering all assistance 
in my power, until the superior orders of General Taylor could be 
ascertained. The day has been passed in burying the dead of both 
armies and caring for the Federal wounded, our own wounded hav- 
ing been cared for the night before. 

It is proper to add that in riding along the enemy’s line of bat- 
tle, plainly marked by the temporary intrenchments thrown up by 
them and from behind which they fought, I found 4 officers of an 
Iowa regiment—1 a field officer, dead, the others wounded—who had 
lain on the field all night. It gave me pleasure, as it was my duty, 
to relieve their situation and have them cared for. These facts, 
thus hurriedly stated, will convey to General Green the confusion 
and disorder of the Federal army, who in their haste to retreat left 
their own wounded within their own lines without effort to relieve 
them. It shows that the battle of Pleasant Hill was as decided a 
victory for the Confederate arms as was Mansfield of the previous 
day; that the same troops, exhausted and reduced by the severe 
battle of the previous day, had attacked a fresh and powerful force 
intrenched on their own position, and had compelled it ignomin- 
iously to retreat under the cover of the night. It also shows that the 
boasted invasion of Texas has been effectually defeated and driven 
back to the shelter of their gun-boats on Red River. 

It is proper to bear testimony to the gallant and useful services 
rendered me by Major Mechling, assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. 
EK. R. Tarver, Made danit John B. Waters, volunteer aide ; Maj. 
George W. McNeil, aide-de-camp; Col. George W. Chilton, ordnance 
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Hpgrs. Brr’s Diviston, WHARTON’S CAVALRY CORPS, 
Chambers’ Plantation, Bayow Boeuf, La., May 14,1864, — 


- Captain: Upon the death of Maj. Gen. Tom Green, at the battle © 
of Blair’s Landing, on April 14, 1864, by virtue of my rank, IT suc-— 
ceeded to the command of Green’s cavalry corps, and with it held 
the army of General Banks closely invested under the shelter of his 
gun-boats at Grand Ecore, on the Red River, capturing every for- _ 4 
aging party sent out, and effectually estopping any attempt to obtain — 
supplies from the west side of the Red River. On the 19th April 
Major-General Polignac arrived and assumed command. On 2list, 
was ordered with my division of cavalry and one battery, by a route 
through the pine woods (thus avoiding the main road from Natchi- 
toches to Alexandria), to place the neem in such position on the 
Red River as would prevent the passage of transports with supplies 
for the beleaguered and intrenched army at Grand Kcore. hen I 
left the camp in front of Grand Ecore, the situation of the enemy 
-was as it had been for ten weeks previous, quiet and inoffensive. 
The command struck the Red River, some 30 miles below Natchi- 
toches, on the afternoon of the 22d. The engineers examined the 

round and selected a favorable position on the river, too late in the 

ay, however, to establish the battery. The command was much 
exhausted by its constant service since the battle of Mansfield, and 
believing itself far distant from danger, sought to enjoy a much- 
needed rest; but at 2 o’clock in the morning the advance pickets 
toward Natchitoches were driven in by a large force of cavalry. 
With difficulty the tired troops were aroused and line of. battle 
formed to restrain this advance, while the train was sent to Monett’s 
Ferry, some 6 miles below. As soon as daylight permitted, it was 
ascertained that the force of the enemy was large, and the division 
was retired to Monett’s Ferry, and united with the command of 
General Major's division of cavalry, then in position at the crossing 
of Cane River. 

It was not until the next day, the 23d, that I realized that all of 
Banks’ army was upon me in retreat to Alexandria. I had left it 
quiet at Grand Ecore, and up to that moment had considered it but 
a force to prevent my operations on the river. At once the impor- 
tance of holding the position became apparent. From the hill above 
the ferry, affording an extended view of the surrounding country, 
the movement of Banks was closely watched, At 8 o’clock detach- 
ments of the enemy were sent forward to feel the approaches. At 10 
a.m. a large force crossed Cane River, 2 miles above the ferry, and 
moved down on my left. Another column passed down the river to 
a ford, 4 miles below, The remainder of the army of General Banks, 
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"probably 15,000 strong, was kept in hand directly i of my 
probably 1, tron. pt in hand directly in front of my 
center. This owertal plan of attack was eae almost in sty 
_ presence, yet a knowledge of it availed but to show my utter ina- - 
_ bility to successfully meet it. The Cane River was fordable at all 
points, and the swamps and lagoons on the left, usually impassable, 
were perfectly dry. Our line of defense was 14 miles front on Cane 
River, the artillery (three batteries) in the center. The advance on 
the left flank was met Colonel Madison with his own and the 

| Thirty-second Regiment of Cavalry, dismounted, Colonel Woods com- 

, manding. This force met the furious attack, and steadily resisted 
| 


the advance of the enemy. For two hours the fire was incessant, 
but slowly our men were driven, until the hill above mentioned was 
lost. Without delay all the troops in position on my left center were 
withdrawn, and, under my personal command, re-enforced the ex- 
treme left. The movement had but barely been made when the 
enemy advanced. They were met by the fire of a section of Mc- 
Mahan’s battery, under the gallant Lieutenant Fontaine, at close 
_ range, with double canister and the concentrated fire of 1,200 rifles. 
_ The effect was crushing and the repulse decided. Information was 
then received that Captain Lane, with Debray’s regiment, was stub- 
bornly but vainly contesting the advance on the extreme right. 
The critical moment had come; the position turned on both flanks, 
and a large force close in front ready to spring on the center. Avail- 
ing myself of the momentary advantage gained on the left, I deter- 
mined to abandon the position, the necessary orders for which had 
but been given, when the artillery, masked opposite my center, 
opened a fire which at once demonstrated that the position was no 
longer tenable. The command retreated in good order at a walk. 
The loss, about.50 men and 1 artillery wagon, the horses of which 
were killed, while the enemy lost full 400 killed and wounded. 

That I was not successful was because success was impossible. An 
army of 25,000, marching at their leisure on the main road to Alex- 
andria, could not be long impeded by a force of 2,000 horse in position 
on a river fordable and easy of access and approach. There was no 
time to prepare for the advance of Banks’ army. It had been left 
quiet in its intrenchments 40 miles back but two days before ; with- 
out warning (for it was impossible to warn me) the whole of it was 
suddenly thrown on me. Those who, distant from the scene, imag- 
ined that the enemy, demolished and disorganized, were fleeing be- 
fore our triumphant forces might have expected other results; but 
those who saw that splendid army spread over the valley of the 
Cane River as far as the eye could reach were not surprised that 
the road had to be yielded to them. The position was held for seven 
hours’ continuous fire by 2,000 men against 25,000, and yielded at 
last with honor. The command comprised Bee’s division and Major’s 
division of cavalry, including Bagby’s and Debray’s brigades. 

The command fell back to Beasley’s, where our supply camp had 
been established. There wereno supplies anywhere else, as the coun- 
try had been passed and repassed by both armies. These consider- 
ations warranted me in the movement, intending to be back on the 
main road to Alexandria in time to annoy the trains of the enemy. 
The distance, represented at 18 miles, proved to be 22, and the camp 
had been moved 6 miles farther back for greater safety, thus mak- 
ing the march 28 miles, exhausting the troops and frustrating my 

Jans. On the 25th April, occupied McNutt’s Hill early in the morn- 
ing, but too late for useful service. On this day Maj, Gen. John 
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suit was continued by this ) 

ing to less than 4,000 men, and kept up to 7 

- where the enemy found shelter of their gun-boats and ' 
- camp. - Ss 


in battle, &c., it maintained an unequal contest on the Bayou Boeuf 


- some 25 miles below on the Red River. We held the position 
try supports every day, and only abandoned the ground when the 3 


of cavalry and Polignac’s div OF ire ’ 
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In the operations of my division, much reduced by. sickness, 1 


south of Alexandria, with the best troops of the enemy, preventing 
them from removing the blockade established by General Ma; 


many days, fighting their cavalry and driving it back on their infan-_ 


Sixteenth Army Corps marched on us and cleared the way for the — 
retreat of Banks from Alexandria, which occurred on the 13th of — 
May. Another occasion will be embraced to report detail of the — 
good conduct and valuable service of this command during this 
severe campaign. ; is 
Major Mechling, acting assistant adjutant-general, after valuable — 
service at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill, was Pie injured at 
Monett’s Ferry. Maj. George W. McNeil, of my staff, was killed .— 
near Alexandria, while serving temporarily on the staff of Major- — 
General Wharton. Capt. E. R. Tarver, aide-de-camp; Maj. John B. 
Waters and J. A. Williams, volunteer aidés-de-camp; Col. George 
W. Chilton, ordnance officer, and Henry Schneider, of Duff’s regi- 
ment, orderly, are entitled to my acknowledgment of their faithful 
service. My regrets for George McNeil will be appreciated by all 
who knew him. On the 14th of May I was poliayed of my command 
and ordered to report to headquarters at Shreveport by Major-Gen- 
eral Taylor. 
Very respectfully, 


H. P. BEE, 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 
Capt. B. F. WEEMs, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 
SEGUIN, TEX., August 17, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, 
Chief of Staff, Trans-Miss. Dept., Shreveport, La, : 

Sir: An impression prevails in this State that if I had made a 
proper defense at Monett’s Ferry it would have resulted in the cap- 
ture of Banks’ army. Allow me very briefly to state the position of 
my troops at that place. I had been ordered below Natchitoches to 
blockade Red River, but arrived at Monett’s Ferry only a few hours 
in advance of a large force of the enemy, who it was subsequently 
ascertained left Grand Ecore on the same day that I withdrew from 
the line of investment in front of that place. I moved by the out- . 
side or piney woods route, while they marched by the main river 
road, It was not until the next morning (the 23d of April) that 
from a hill above the ferry, which afforded an extended view of the 
surrounding country, I realized that Banks’ whole army was upon 
me; for up to that moment I had considered it a force sent down to 
prevent the execution of my orders to blockade, &c. At once the 
importance of holding the position became apparent. From the 
hill the movements of Banks were closely watched. At 8 a. m. he 
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ind a timbered swamp, ¢ 


ed down the river to a ford 4 mi ; 
remainder pf his army, full 15,000 men, were kept in hand 
tly in front of my center. This deliberate and powerful plan 
of attack was executed almost in my presence, yet a knowledge of 
it availed but to show my utter inability to successfully meet it. My 
line of defense was 14 miles long, covering the approaches in front 
to the ferry, the artillery (three batteries) being in the center. A’ 
_ gallant and tried band of heroes, under the intrepid Colonel Madi- 
- son, afterward re-enforced by the splendid Thirty-second Regiment, 
with its brave colonel (Woods) at its head, met the furious attack of 
not less than 10,000 of the enemy on the extreme left, and for two 
hours steadily held their ground, during all of which time the fire 
of musketry was incessant and terrible, yet slowly but steadily our 
men were driven until the hill above described was lost. Without 
a moment’s delay all the troops in position on my left center were 
withdrawn and re-enforced the command at the extreme left. 
Hardly had the movement been effected when the enemy advanced. 
They were met by the fire of a section of McMahan’s battery under 
the gallant Lieutenant Fontaine, at close range, with double-shotted 
charges of grape and canister and the concentrated fire of 1,200 
rifles; The effect was crushing arid the repulse decided. Informa- 
tion was then received that the veteran Captain Lane, of Debray’s 
regiment, was stubbornly but vainly contesting the crossing of Cane 
River at the ford below, on the extreme right. The critical moment 
had come; the position had been turned on both flanks; and an 
immense army was close in front ready to spring on its center. 
Availing myself of the momentary advantage gained on the left by 
the repulse of the enemy, with the full concurrence of Brigadier- 
Generals Bagby and Major, commanding on the field, I determined 
to abandon the position, the necessary orders for which had but just 
been given when forty pieces of artillery, which were masked in the 
timber opposite the center, opened a fire which at once demonstrated 
that ‘the position was not tenable. It was a torrent of fire which 
will not be forgotten by those who were exposed to it. The com- 
mand retired in good order, ‘“‘on a walk,” having lost about 50 men 
and 1 artillery wagon, the horses of which were all kilied, while the 
enemy admit a loss of 600 killed and wounded. 

That I was not successful was because success was impossible. An 
army of 25,000 men, marching at their leisure on the main road to 
Alexandria, could not long be impeded by a small force of cavalry in 
position on ariver fordable and easy of access at all points except at the 
ferry. I was unprepared for the advance of Banks’ army. It had. 
been left quiet in its intrenchments 40 miles back but two days be- 
fore ; without warning (for it was impossible to warn me) the whole 
of it was suddenly hurled on me. Those who, distant from the scene, 
imagined that the enemy, demoralized, disorganized, and terror- 
stricken, were fleeing before our triumphant forces might have ex- 
pected other results; but those who saw that magnificent army 
spread over the valley of Cane River as far back as the eye could 
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reach, marching its solid columns with the compactness of self-re; 
liance and conscious strength, were not surprised that the road Zi" 
—— 


to be yielded to them. I was aware that “‘success was thegz—=z 


lose column beh vb 
of the ferry, then sent forward detachments to — 


eerie At 10 o’clock a large force crossed — 
above the ferry and moved down on my left, and — 
es below. — 


in going to my supply train, then at Beasley’s, intending to be back 
Gath ae fond betore the enemy progressed far. Th 


our cause. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
H. P. BEE, 
Brigadier-General. 
HEADQUARTERS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT, 
Shreveport, La., November 18, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. H. P. Br: 


GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of 17th of August, asking for a 


stron 


ihe & 


be ordered to investigate your official conduct in this affair. ree 
I have the honor to be, mary: neepecienl ss your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. MEEM, Jr.,. 
; Aide-de-Camp. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS WHARTON’S CAVALRY CoRPs, 
Chambers’ Plantation, La., June 30, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. H. P. Bre: 


My Dear FRIEND: I have heard that you are censured in Texas 
in reference to the Monett’s Ferry affair by stragglers from the cay- 
alry, who would have been as loud in condemnation had you remained 
until defeated by Banks’ army, as would certainly have occurred. 
I called on General Bagby this morning, and he is perfectly willing’ 
(for he is a high-toned gentleman) to make a statement for publica- 
tion, in which he will say that you remained in position agate longer 
than he would have done had he been in command. General Major 
several weeks since told me the same thing. From an examination 
of the ground, and from a full knowledge of your force and that of 
the enemy, I am satisfied that you could not have maintained your- 
self at Monett’s Ferry. 

Sincerely, your friend, 


PE ae 


JOHN A. WHARTON. 


— 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ARMY OF WESTERN LOUISIANA, 
No. —. j In the Field, May 24, 1864. 


To the officers and soldiers of Wharton’s (formerly Green's) Cav- 
alry Corps: 

For forty-six days you have engaged the enemy, always superior 
to you in numbers. When the beaten foe, with four army corps of 
infantry and upward of 5,000 cavalry, began his retreat; you were 
found in battle in his front, and hung upon his flanks and rear only 
to destroy. In his retreat from Grand Ecore to the Atchafalaya 
you killed, wounded, and captured upward of 4,000, destroying five 
transports and three gun-boats, all of which was accomplished with 
a loss to you of but 400 men, two-thirds of whom will report for 
duty again within forty days. The history of no other campaign 
will present the spectacle of a cavalry force capturing and killing 
more of the enemy than their own numbers. This you have done, 
and in so doing have immortalized yourselves and added new lug 
to Texas, the gallantry of whose sons has been illustrated 9 


istinguished in the engagements at Mansura and Yellow Bayou. I, 
as your commanding general, honor you for your deeds, and thus 
acknowledge my appreciation of your successes, General Taylor ~ 
cheerfully accords to you the meed of his approbation, and in his 
own time and way will signify his admiration. A grateful people © 
will cherish the record of your gallantry. 
’ JNO. A. WHARTON, 

Major-General. 

B. F. WEEMS, ; 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 100. 


Report of Col. George W. Baylor, Second Arizona Cavalry, com- 
manding Major’s cavalry brigade, of operations April 7-18. 


HEADQUARTERS MAJoR’s BRIGADE, 
In the Field, Louisiana, April 18, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that on the 7th instant Col- 
onel Madison’s regiment began skirmishing with the enemy’s ad- 
vance, falling back slowly. Colonel Lane formed our brigade to 
receive the enemy. My regiment was placed on the left wing, and 
was strongly posted on the crest of a hill, being dismounted. Col- 
onel Madison having fallen back, was ordered to support me, and 
took position on my right (left center), Lane’s regiment on the right 
center, and Chisum’s on the right wing. The enemy charged boldly 
up to within 50 yards of our position, but the men stood their ground 
firmly, loading and firing with great coolness. This close work soon 
became too hot for the enemy, and when we charged them with a 
yell they broke in confusion. Here Lieut. W. T. Brown, of Com- 
pany K, fell mortally wounded ; Lieut. F. B. Chilton, commanding 
Company B, wounded severely, both of Baylor’s regiment. We 
drove them back nearly a mile, when we found them in greatly 
superior force, and were obliged in turn to fall back to prevent being 
Hanked. Our ammunition being nearly exhausted, Colonel Lane 
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back until we could get a fresh supply. Wes 
of the mill, but our artillery and other eee i. 
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continued the fight until nightfall, when the enemy withdrew. ~ 
slept on our arms all night. _ = > PS aa 
_ On the 8th, we fell back to our infantry, and were sent to the left ~ 
Beak dismounted, and sent to the left of General Mouton’s division. 
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brigade being on our left, we were ordered to remount and 
moved farther to the left, and again dismounted. We were moved 
forward and found the enemy in force strongly posted behind a fence 
in the woods. We had to cross an open field half a mile in face of 
their artillery and infantry ; drove them from their position, captur- 
ing one seg of artillery and a number of prisoners. Here Lieut. 
George EK. Rottenstein, commanding Company F (Baylor’s regiment), 
fell mortally wounded, gallantly leading his men. The loss in my 
regiment was quite severe in killed and wounded. My regiment bein 
on the extreme right occupied some houses on the main road, an 
from them and the fences opened fire on the enemy, who were boldly 
advancing through an open field in line of battle, and I am positive 
I saw the United States flag (once loved and honored by us all) fly- 
ing, one-half of it being black. I can only account for it on the 
ground that it was intended as a compliment to the negro element in 
the command, one of whom I saw stretched on his back dressed in 
the Federal uniform. Our fire soon checked them, McMahan’s bat- 
tery having opened on them at the same time from a hill in our rear. 
Information was brought me at this moment that Colonel Lane, who 
had led us with his accustomed coolness and bravery, was wounded, 
and the command of the brigade devolved upon me. I informed 
McMahan of our position, and requested that he would move his 
battery to our front. Orders now came from Brigadier-General 
Major to mount our horses, which were 14 miles to the rear. The 
enemy, too, had begun a disorderly retreat, which ended in a dis- 
graceful rout to them and a glorious victory to us. By the time I 
could get the command mounted (many of them having chased the 
enemy 6 or 8 miles) it was nearly dark, and the delay occasioned by 
meeting captured trains and artillery made it late before we reached 
the front. We took position in advance, and I sent forward pickets, 
who were fired on by the enemy’s advance. We were ordered by 
General Walker to take position on the left wing, where we again 
lay on our arms all night. 

On the morning of the 9th, we were ordered forward in pursuit, Col- 
onel Madison in the advance. We found every evidence of a disor- 
derly retreat—burning wagons, the dead and wounded scattered along 
the road: We captured many prisoners who were left in the retreat. 
We overtook the enemy’s rear guard about 3 miles from Pleasant Hill, 
and soon came on the main body drawn up in line of battle. Were 
ordered to dismount and skirmish, which we did, drawing the fire of 
their artillery. Lane’s regiment was not with the brigade. Late in 
the evening our infantry and artillery came up, when we were or- 
dered to charge. We immediately mounted and moved forward, 
but as our horses were some distance in the rear Buchel’s and De- 
bray’s regiments, being formed and in the saddle, had made a charge 
and been repulsed. General Major then ordered our brigade to the 
left wing, where we were dismounted and attacked the enemy in 
flank and drove them rapidly back to their breast-works, which had 
been hastily made of pine saplings and rails. The fighting was 
close and hot. Here Lieutenant English, adjutant of Madison's regi- 
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brigade commander, Col. W. P. Lane, before he was disabled was 
ever in the front rank encouraging his men by his voice and example. 
I know I express the feelings of the entire brigade when I say we 
wish for no braver or more experienced officer to command us. Col- 
~onel Chisum, Lieutenant-Colonel Crump, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mullen acted with coolness and bravery. <Actg. Brig. Surg. 8S. C. 
Oliver and the surgeons of the regiments were active and untiring 
in their zeal and attention to the wounded. 

At 3p. m. on April 19, being in camp at Prothro’s Bridge, 4 miles 
above Grand Kcore, on Bayou Pierre, the brigade, in obedience to 
orders from brigadier-general commanding, took up the line of march 
southward, and at 3 a. m. of the 20th bivouacked at Prudhomme’s 
Mill. At 8 o’clock took up line of march for Cloutierville, arriving 
about 6 p.m. On the 2ist, arrived at Monett’s Ferry, on old Cane 
River. On the 22d, received orders to move down on Red River to 
attack gun-boats and transports. Before moving, however, a cour- 
ier arrived from Brigadier-General Bee announcing an attack on his 
rear and that he was being rapidly driven. The brigadewas im- 
mediately formed on the left of the road and detachments from the 
different regiments sent forward under Capt. D. C. Carrington, of 
Company E, Baylor’s regiment, who encountered the enemy about 3 
miles from the ferry on the Cloutierville road, and together with 
the Arizona scouts drove them back to within 1 mile of the latter 
place. Night coming on, Captain C[arrington], by order of the gen- 
eral commanding, fell back to within about 800 yards of our position. 

On the morning of the 23d, Captain C[arrington] again sdvantod 
with orders to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy, which he did 
after going about 3 miles, and immediately began skirmishing with 
them. Captain Carrington is entitled to much credit for the manner 
in which he resisted the enemy’s advance. He fell back slowly, con- 
tending for every inch of ground, until the enemy was drawn within 
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our batteries, which opened on and drove them back. Scouts_ 
_ brought reports of the advance of the enemy in force. Our brigade 
_ was formed in line of battle, Baylor’s regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
_ Mullen commanding, on the right; Madison’s, Col. George T. Madi- 
_ son-commanding, on the left ; Chisum’s regiment, Col. Isham Chisum 
commanding, on the right; Lane’s regiment, Major Saufley com. 
manding, on the left center; the First Battalion Louisiana State 
_ Troops, Major Caldwell commanding, and temporarily attached to 
the brigade, on extreme left. Scouts soon brought information that ~~ 
a force of the enemy was moving to turn our left flank, with the | — 
intention of occupying a knoll of ground on the right bank of the 
; river and commanding the ferry. This fact being made known to 
the brigadier-general commanding division, he, with his staff, recon- 
noitered in person, and ordered up a section of artillery (two rifled 
guns, formerly of Nims’ pattery), under command of Lieutenant 
ontaine, of McMahan’s battery. The enemy was in piain view. 
The battery opened on them with effect, which soon drew the fire of 
their artillery. A spirited though unequal duel was kept up for 
some time, the enemy using some eight or ten pieces, among them 
two 30-pounder Parrott guns. The commander of division, General 
Major, with the consent of the commander-in-chief, placed me in 
command of the left wing. 
Finding that a movement in considerable force was being made to 


turn our left, lasked for re-enforcements. Woods’ regiment, Colonel 
Woods commanding, was taken from the center (Debray’s brigade) 
r and reported tome. Believing that if the enemy got possession of 


the hill spoken of we would be compelled to abandon the crossing of 
Cane River, I sent Colonels Madison, Lane, and Woods’ regiments 
and the First Battalion Louisiana State Troops to occupy the hill, 
and in ease they could not hold it to fall back to a Spooidt tints T had 
selected. Captain Waterhouse, of Lane’s regiment, was sent for- 
ward to skirmish with the enemy, Captain Whited, of Debray’s regi- 
ment, acting with him. They are entitled to great praise for the 
stubborn resistance made to the advance of the enemy, who came on 
four or five lines deep. The troops there of my brigade, under Col. 
George T. Madison, and Colonel Woods’ regiment, under Colonel 
Woods, made a gallant resistance, and after suffering some loss and 
punishing the enemy severely were compelled to fall back. The 
troops retired in good order and were soon in position, and the artil- 
lery ambuscaded ; Baylor’s and Chisum’s regiments were brought up 
from the position where they had been covering the ferry and placed 
on the right of the rear line. My right now rested on Cane River 
and my left extended along a line of fences and thick undergrowth, 
forming an acute angle with the river, with an open field in front 
400 yards wide. Captain McNelly’s scouts, Lieutenant Moore com- 
manding, were sent to the left to watch any movement on that flank, 
for our a could not with the men J had be prolonged sufficiently to 
reach a lake (which would have made our position perfectly secure), 
5 or 6 miles in length.- Lieutenant Moore soon reported the enemy 
moving along the edge of the lake. I ordered Colonel Madison to 
mount his men, move to the left, dismount and protect our flank, 
and sent to General Bee a statement of the fact, asking for two more 
regiments to drive the enemy back and extend my line to the lake. 
The enemy could now be distinctly heard approaching and their 
adyance guard came in sight. A reconnoitering party of some 40 
men (letters since captured state it was General Cameron, staff, and 
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have been thrown into considerable confusion. No furthe: 
‘was made, as we‘kept up a cannonade on the woods where th 
were. Buta battery was moved up to within 500 yards on’ 


posite side of the river and opened fire on our Lieutenant Font 
J ordered him to cease firing, and sent to ask that the batteries” 
the ferry would open on the battery of the enemy. An order was — 
brought me by Lieut. R. E. Carrington, my acting assistant adjutant- 
general, from the general commanding the forces to get out-of there ~ 
_. the best way I eonid: which I accordingly did. The troops_on the 
right having retired, I ordered Lieutenant Fontaine to move his sec- 
tion down near the crossing, with instructions to open fire and hold 
the crossing until the left could be withdrawn, and in case a road 
could be found to retire his pieces (the road which he had come being 
raked by the batteries of the enemy), to fight as long as possible, ~~ 
and then spike them. Baylor’s regiment (Lieutenant-Colonel Mul- 
len) was sent to support the battery, and to the coolness and bravery 
of Liéutenant-Colonel Mullen and Lieutenant Fontaine I attribute 
the safe withdrawal of the left, which had been pressed and was 
| now threatened with overwhelming numbers. A road was found 
and Nims’ guns are still ready to obey their present gallant com- 
; mander. 

In this connection it is proper I should pay an humble tribute 
to the memory of one whose virtues and personal worth will long be 
remembered by the regiment to which he belonged. At Monett’s 
Ferry on April 23 fell the Rev. B. F. Ellison, chaplain to Madison’s 
regiment, mortally wounded fighting in the front rank. When the 
first gun was fired in defense of Southern liberty and States’ rights 
he was in California, and when the call came to defend the Govern- 
ment of our choice and our firesides from Northern outrage he left 
Los Angeles, although closely watched, and began his weary pil- 
grimage on foot through Mexico to worship at the shrine of liberty. 
With his heart’s blood has he proven his devotion to the cause so 
dear to every patriot’s heart. Peace to his ashes. 

The army retreated toward Beasley’s Station that night. On 
the 24th, moved toward McNutt’s Hill. On the morning of the 
25th, attacked the enemy’s rear guard at that place. The 26th and 
27th, rested. On the 28th, I was ordered to support Colonel Harde- 
man, who attacked the enemy on Bayou Rapides. I was afterward 
sent into the woods to assist Colonel Hardeman in driving the en- 
emy to within 4 miles of Alexandria, and then stop. Colonel Woods 
| was] ordered to act in conjunction with me, and took position on the 
right of my brigade. The nature of the ground, bayous, briars, and 
cane would not admit of my moving in line of battle. I ordered Col- 
onel Mullen (Baylor’s regiment) to move in line of battle, and the 
others to move in column of fours in his rear, Madison on the left, 
Lane and Chisum center, Woods on the right.. After moving 13 miles 
we found the enemy in line of battle. Dismounted and moved up to 
the attack. Lieutenant-Colonel Mullen moved to the left, began the 
attack, and drove the enemy on Hardeman’s right. Our entire line 
opened on them, driving them rapidly. Having carried out my in- 
structions according to orders I withdrew, leaving Baylor’s regiment 
on picket. On the 29th, remained encamped on Bayou Rapides. On 
the 30th, took up line of march for Paul’s. On the 31st, encamped at 
Lloyd’s Bridge. 
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THE RED RIVER CAMPAIGN. 


the brigade was ordered to Wilson’s Landing, on Red _ 

arriving I learned from Captain Kirkley, — Regi- 

an’s b gade, that the enemy were constantly passing 
ts. Before we could get the artillery-in 


position (Captain West’s battery, commanded by Lieut. John Yoist) 


a transport came by. She was captured after an exciting chase of 2 


miles by Chisum’s regiment, Captain Wilson commanding, and the 


_ Arizona scouts, Lieutenant Smith commanding. Her ‘captain and 


crew were sent to the rear, also a quartermaster, and the boat (the 
Emma) burned. 

On May 2, the enemy were reported coming from above with 
strong cavalry force and gun-boats. They drove in Captain Water- 
house (Lane’s regiment). who was on picket, rapidly. I sent Chis- 


‘um’s regiment, Captain Wilson commanding, to re-enforcé him, with 


instructions to fight the enemy and fall back toward Marksville. I 
ordered Lieutenant Yoist to move from the position he had taken in 


' front of Smith’s plantation, with the two 10-pounder Parrott guns, 
il- 


and take position a quarter of a mile above, so as to sweep the 

son plantation. The enemy were in plain view advancing a line 
of Ei atahers, with the main force incolumn. A few well-directed ° 
shots checked them, and a portion of the force moved to the left in 
the woods. At this moment Colonel Madison sent me word that a 
member of the Second Louisiana Cavalry who lived close by in- 
formed him that there was a road passable for cavalry that led from 
where the enemy were to the Cheneyville road, 3 miles in our rear. 
At the same moment a courier from below brought me a dispatch 
stating that the enemy were coming up the river with gun-boats and 
transports, number not known. Supposing the enemy had acquired 
information of my strength and position, and were attempting to cut 
me off from the Marksville erat Cheneyville road, I determined to 
fight the force below and secure the Marksville road. Agreeably 
to instructions from the brigadier-general commanding, I moved 
down as rapidly as possible, with Madison’s and Lane’s regiments 
and the two howitzers and one Parrott gun of West’s battery, 
under Lieutenant Lyne, to attack the enemy below, leaving Chis- 
um’s regiment to keep the enemy in check above, and fall back down 
the river if pressed, and Lieutenant Yoist, with one Parrott gun, with 
instructions to fire a few shots and move rapidly down the river also. 
I was anxious to get the artillery into position at the point where 
the Marksville road leaves the river, ordering Madison’s and Lane’s 
regiments to follow so soon as mounted. We met the enemy 800 or 
1,000 yards above the point I wished to reach, when they opened a 
hot fire on us from 24-pounder howitzers on a cotton-clad boat, and 
guns of heavier metal from a gun-boat, and at the same time opened 
a hot fire from all the boats (three in number) withsmall-arms. The 
horses of the artillery were soon killed and wounded, so as to prevent 
the pieces being used. Two pieces were unlimbered, but the levee 
prevented them from damaging the enemy, while their sharpshooters 
were very annoying. I sent orders to Colonel Madison and Major 
Saufley (commanding Lane’s regiment) to dismount and open fire 
on the enemy, which was promptly done and with effect, enabling 
Lieutenant Lyne to disengage horses enough from the caissons and 
howitzers to take the Parrott gun over the levee and open on the gun- 
boats. At this moment word was brought me that Chisum’s regi- 
ment had retreated on the Cheneyville road, contrary to orders, thus 
leaving my small force (250 men) entirely uncovered on the left. I 


er 


still. Getting behind a bend they began a furious cannonade on our 
guns. I ordered Colonel Madison, who was on the extreme left, to 


The enemy finding that they were assailed from above and below 
anchored the Signal, No. 8, so as to present her broadside to the sec- 
tion below, and the Covington moved up [and] engaged Lieutenant 
Yoist, who was keeping up a steady, unerring fire. ~A courier from 
the pickets below brought word of the approach of another gun- 
boat, and the booming of her guns announced her near approach, 


ee 


of isum’s -— 
Brookshier and _ 


es the Eves ander a hot fire 
still continu e contest, no doubt relying on assistance from . 
ths boat below. Lieutenant Lyne soon sent the advancing boat down 
the river badly crippled. The Signal still continued the fight. The 
fire having reached the ; and shells of the Covington, they kept 
up a continuous roar. This deceived the enemy below, who 
came up to the attack and was a second time driven back. 1 of 
our forces now attacked the Signal. The men moved up to the bank 
of the river and closed her port-holes, when she surrendered. None 
of the crew of the Covington were captured and only a portion of 
the crews of the Signal and transport John Warner. We have saved 
the armament of the Signal, a quantity of ammunition, and some of 
her stores. [Iam under many obligations to Colonel Madison and 
Major Saufley and Lieutenant-Colonel Mullen and the men and offi- 
cers under them for the promptness with which they obeyed all 
orders and fearlessness with which they braved the storm of shot and 
shell. I cannot speak too highly of Lieutenants Yoist and Lyne and 
the officers and men under their commands. It does not require any 
statement from me to establish their reputation for gallantry and 
efficiency. The works that lie in sight of their battery are proofs of 
the accuracy of their aim and coolness under fire, and speak well for 
five days’ work. All of my orders were promptly carried to the com- 
manders of regiments by Lieut. R. E. Carrington and Aide-de-Camp 
Lieut. Henry Chapman. Their reputation for gallantry has been 
established on other fields and needed not this to confirm it. Among 
the wounded on the 3d were Capt. J. W. Thompson, Company H, 
Lane’s regiment, severely ; Sergt. J. Baker, Company E, Madison’s 
regiment, and Sergeant Garner, West’s battery, slightly. 

On the 5th, a kind Providence protected us, and not a man was 
wounded. 

On the 13th, the pickets of Hardeman’s brigade, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Waller commanding, began skirmishing with the enemy’s ad- 
vance 5 miles below Riese and on the evening of the 15th, 
reached the position held by my brigade. We were ordered to hold 
the position till the gun-boats opened. The enemy drove our skir- 
mishers rapidly, but were checked by West’s battery. They then 
advanced in heavy force and we were ordered to withdraw. I ordered 
Lieutenant Brookshier, Company E, Chisum’s regiment, to retire on 
the Marksville road that crosses Choctaw Bayou at Monctt’s Ferry 
and join the picket there commanded by Lieutenant Dudley, Com- 
ey D, Lane’s regiment, as well as the one from the mouth of the 
yayou, and ambuscade the enemy and annoy them in every possible 
way. The order was skillfully and promptly obeyed, inflicting quite 
a loss on the enemy. 

On the 15th, the enemy began the attack on Bashy division. 
My brigade was ordered to support him. We formed on the left 
and fell back with the line to the rear of Cocoville. The enemy 
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nightfall. “My brigade, wit 3 regi was left on | 
At daylight the enemy began advancing in force. I ordered bo 
strong line of skirmishers and, according to instructions, fell back — 
slowly toward Mansura, and moved by the left oblique to uncover- 
our batteries. The pehnne was done entirely by artillery. Atnoon — 
orders were brought me to fall back on the Long Bridge road, leaving — 

a strong line of-skirmishers out. The brigade moved back under a 
heavy artillery fire in as good order as though marching from dress _ 


parade. 


On the morning of the 17th began the pursuit of the enemy, ~ 
whose rear had now passed, Colonel Waller being in the advance 
with Hardeman’s brigade. I ordered Capt. Jack Waterhouse, with 
100-picked men from the brigade, to move down the right bank of 
Bay6u De Glaize, and Captain Halley, with 40 men, to move down on 
the left bank and annoy the enemy in every way they could. Bay-. 
lor’s and Madison’s regiments, by command of brigadier-general. 
commanding division, were sent down the right bank with similar 
instructions.’ These orders were carried out strictly, to the great 
annoyance of the enemy. Fighting continued all day. —— 

May 18, the division was ordered down to Norwood’s farm, dis- 
mounted, and moved to. a skirt of woods in advance of us half a 
mile. We occupied a ditch and built breast-works of rails. Were 
ordered back to Norwood’s sugar-house, where we remained until 
ordered forward again. Advanced across the field in line of battle, 
Lane’s regiment, Major Saufley commanding, on the left; Madi- 
son’s and Baylor’s, Colonel Madison and Lieutenant-Colonel Mul- 
len commanding, center ; Chisum’s regiment, Lieut. Col. Crill Mil- 
ler commanding, on the right. Our skirmishers began firing as 
soon as within reach of the timber before mentioned, the enemy’s 

ickets having taken position there. As soon as the firing began 
Vcderad the brigade to move up quickly, which they did with a 
yell, and we were soon in the woods, driving the enemy’s cavalr 
before us until we reached a field, where we found a battery posted, 
supported by infantry. The fire now was very hot, but the men 
stood their ground well and drove nearly all the cannoneers from the 
guns. But the troops on the left having given way, I found Federal 
cavalry on either flank and a heavy force in front, and was com- 
pelled to fall back, which we did, disputing the ground inch by inch 
and inflicting quite a loss onthe enemy. My loss was quite severe in 
wounded and prisoners, though but fewkilled. The regimental com- 
manders and officers and men under them acted with great coolness, 
and to that fact alone I attribute our slight loss in comparison to other 
troops engaged. We had but a single line of cavalry, while the 
enemy had artillery, cavalry, and infantry in double rank with sup- 
ports. I think both officers and men did all that could be expected 
of them. Had Terrell’s regiment come upon our right I have every 
reason to believe we would have captured the enemy’s battery and 
cut 25 their right from the main body, or have inflicted heavy-loss 
on them. 

I have to thank Brig. Surg. 8S. C. Oliver and his assistants for 
their attention to the wounded. I take great pleasure in calling 
your attention to the gallant coriduct of the ?allowineaanied offi- 
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x hisum’s regin os ck, 


_ orders and gallantry before the enemy. I would recommend them — 
_ to your kind consideration. The following is a list of those who 
_ have served with me since Col. W. P. Lane was wounded : Lieut. : 
R. E. Carrington, evs assistant pln general, until May 14, : 
since then Lieut. N. G. Davis, Company K, Baylor’s regiment; 
Lieut. Henry Chapman, aide-de-camp, and Col. J. Mi. Anderson, vol- 
unteer aide. Capt. Walter Caruth, assistant quartermaster, and + 
Capt. J. P. McKay, assistant commissary of subsistence to the bri- 
gade, and their assistants, are entitled to much praise for keeping ‘a 
. the peu supplied during our rapid movements through a country 
_ desolated by the enemy and stripped of stores and forage. 
: I have the honor to be, captain, your very obedient servant, 
: . GEO. WYTHE BAYLOR, 
‘ Colonel, Commanding Lane’s Brigade. 
Captain OGDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 101. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. William Steele, C. S. Army, commanding 
avalry Division, of operations April 22-—May 18. 


HEADQUARTERS STEELE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
David’s Landing, June 5, 1864. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report as follows concerning the 
operations of the troops under my command during the pursuit of 
the enemy from Grand Ecore to Simsport : 

At 3.30 a. m. on April 22, while occupying a position at the forks 
of the road to Grand Ecore and Natchitoches, coming from Pleasant 
Hill, I received an order emanating from General Taylor to attack 
the enemy at daylight, and to push forward until I found some force 
in my front that I could not drive. Having but one regiment (Bur- 
ford’s) where it could be used at so short a notice, I moved with that 
as soon as the horses could be saddled. I found the enemy’s pickets 
withdrawn and Grand Ecore evacuated. Turning by a cross-road, I 
encountered the rear guard of the enemy near Natchitoches and 
drove it rapidly through that town, from the hills of which large 
bodies of men could be seen moving off. 

Having been directed to make a personal report, I proceeded from 
this point to General Taylor’s headquarters. On my return I found 
that the other regiments of the brigade then under my command, 
and which had occupied the ground east of Sibley’s Lake, had come 
into Natchitoches, and the whole force under Colonel Parsons, acting 
under orders, had followed the enemy and engaged him about 7 miles 
below town. 

Major-General Wharton, recently assigned to the command of the 
cavalry, joined the troops at this point, and continued until the 
enemy had crossed Monett’s Ferry to direct the operations in their 
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toches, at Lecompte’s plantati 1, near Clouti 
_ day below that town, the continued fighting of Y 
~ having been carried on, with the exception of the first attack, unde 
the eye of the major-general commanding. = = : 
After our arrival at McNutt’s Hill I was assigned with the brigade - 
before mentioned to the duty of ene eet the roads to Alexandria ~ 
leading down Red River and Bayou Rapides. The enemy had been ~ 
driven in close to the town and our pickets kept in sight of his. =~ 
- Skirmishing was constint from April 29 to May 7,and several 
times the enemy came out in large force and drove us back, tobe 
followed himself in his turn as soon as he retired. After a few 
days Captain Moseley’s Texas battery was sent to me, with which — 
the annoyance of the Federals was carried to the extent of throwing 
shells into their main camp. On May 5, we were driven back by a 
force immensely superior. On the 6th, again the enemy advanced 
and did not return to his former position. On the 7th, the advance | 
was continued in spite of the stator resistance of my small force, ” 
which had been strengthened by West’s battery and weakened by — 
the temporary withdrawal of the Nineteenth (Burford’s) Regiment. — 
I retired as directed over Gordon’s Bridge across Bayou Boeuf. The 
fighting had been heavy on the dth, 6th, and 7th. On the last-men- 
tioned day the artillery was used with great effect, one battery coy- 
ering the movements of another, and finally the short-range pieces 
of both covering the retreat of the other sections over a narrow 
bridge, holding by rapid discharges of grape and canister a heavy 
infantry force in check until the bridge was passed and a position 
taken on the other side. One regiment (the Twenty-first, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Giddings), being on the north side of Bayou - 
Rapides, was directed to fall back in the direction of McNutt’s Hill, 
which instructions were fully carried out, until Colonel Parsons, 
who was at that place sick, assumed to order Lieutenant-Colonel 
Giddings to Cotile, where he remained until ordered back to Mc- 
Nutt’s Hill by General Taylor. : 

The enemy did not advance farther, but retired during the night 
to a position on a small bayou leading from Bayou Rapides to Bayou 
Boeuf, about 7 miles from Alexandria, where he remained until about 
to evacuate that city. 

During these engagements the enemy’s force, principally infantry, 

displayed a line more than three times the length of our single-rank 
cavalry formation. On the south side of Bayou Rapides it extended 
from Gordon’s to the Bayou Boeuf timber. At the same time he had 
a large force on the north side, of which I did not: have an accurate 
personal observation. 
_ On the 8th instant, finding the enemy had again retired, I left, as 
instructed, the Twenty-first Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Giddings, to observeand annoy him on Bayou Rapides, and 
with the remaining portion of my command, viz, the Twelfth and 
Nineteenth Regiments (the Nineteenth having joined me during the 
night) and Morgan’s battalion, proceeded to the position held by 
Brigadier-General Bee, on Bayous Boeuf and Lamourie, where I ar- 
rived May 9, and relieved the troops oceupying that position and 
covering the road leading south via Cheneyville. 

During the few days from the 9th to the 14th, skirmishing was con- 
stant and an attack made daily of sufficient vigor to bring out their 
line of infantry, in one of which (on the 10th) Captain Veal, of the 


ation, 


SE ES RO: NISL PO CREP ee: 


and reserve picket 
_ line in his front returned to enjoy the coffee, 
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Regiment, with a squadr a mo char od Sa: filed the iets 

picket of the enemy, and raeas ped by the ie . 
XC., whick had been 
prepared for the breakfast of the fugitives. Captain V[eal] received 


_a severe woundin this attack. The enemy on these occasions showed _ 
_ no disposition to leave his position. 


On the; 14th, two regiments being in position to feel him, he was 


- found to be leavin by way of across-road, which in 4 miles reached 


the road leading down the south side of Red River. The pursuit 
was commenced at once, and a sharp contest ensued in the timber 
bordering on Red River, where we were unable to force their posi- 
tion until their rear had passed. Small commands were then thrown 
on the flank of the enemy, but owing to the nature of the country 
with little general success. Captain Nunn, of Morgan’s battalion, 
succeeded in getting a good position with his squadron and delivered 
an effective fire at short range. 

Onthe 15th, having started Colonel Parsons with two regiments 
in the rear of the enemy and placed the Twenty-first (which had 
joined me by way of Alexandria) and Morgan’s battalion to oper- 
ate on his flank, I went forward toa road leading from Cheney- 
ville to Red River, from which road the Second Louisiana Cavalry 
and Fifth Texas had reported to me during the night previous. I 
found these regiments engaged in repairing bridges over some small 
bayous, which were not putin a state of readiness until the enemy’s 
rear had peers asI foundin moving forward immediately upon my 
arrival. These two regiments, under command of Colonel Vincent, 
Second Louisiana Cavalry, might have attacked with great effect had 
the proper energy been shown at a time when Colonel Parsons had 
engaged the enemy’s rear within 3 miles of them. They were with- 
drawn that night to re-enforce General Wharton, who expected to 
and did engage the enemy in front the next morning. I followed in 
the rear with Parsons’ brigade and attacked again near Marksville, 
where a wagon and 30 prisoners were parincad. and several of the 
enemy’s dead left on the field. 

On the 17th, General Wharton having fallen in rear of the retreat- 
ing foe, I joined him with the brigade under my command, and was 
immediately put in the advance. We skirmished and fought with 
the enemy until almost dark, when he opened a heavy fire of artil- 
lery upon us from a position which became better known as the bat- 
tle-field of the next day. 

The operations of the 18th, commencing with a charge of cavalry 
in two columns, under Lieutenant-Colonel Giddings, of the Twenty- 
first, and Major Williams, of the Nineteenth, having been under the 
personal observation of the major-general commanding, I will not 
embrace in this report, but will only state that my force on my left 
was weakened, and I ah beg tgs from strengthening it by the removal 
of a portion of my brigade without my knowledge by Brigadier- 
General Major, by whose order, I am informed by the regimental 
commanders, they were placed on the extreme right, in consequence 
of which disposition they were not to be found when much needed 
on the left. 

The loss in killed and wounded during the operations referred to 
in the Twelfth, Nineteenth, and Twenty-first Regiments and Mor- 
gan’s battalion Texas cavalry amounts to more than 200. ES 
~ Icannot attempt to do justice to all of the officers and men of this 
command, all of whom were strangers tome when I joined them in 
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[WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. | 
[Colonel ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Miss. Dept. | 


HEADQUARTERS STEELE’S DIVISION OF CAVALRY, 
June 6, 1864. 


CoLoNEL: In sending up my report of actions from Grand Ecore 
down, which was made up amid a press of other business, I omitted 
to mention, as I intended to, the artillery officers who from time to 
time served under my command. Of these Captain Moseley was long- 
est with me, and deserves especial mention for the manner in which 
he fought his battery. His officers and men behaved well, with the 
exception of Lieutenant Cooper, whose case has already been brought 
to your notice. Captain West, though with me but one day, was 
hotly engaged, and is, with his officers and men, entitled to much 
praise. Lieutenant Hume, with a section of the Valverde Battery, 
only was with the troops under my command during the pursuit 
from Alexandria, during which time Lieutenant Hume distinguished 
himself for the promptness with which he brought his section into 
action, his coolness under fire, and generally the skillful handling 


of his pieces. 
[WM. STEELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. | 
[Colonel ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Trans-Miss. Dept. ] 


No. 102. 
Reports of Lieut. Col. Samuel J. Ward, Jeffers’ Missouri Cavalry, 
of skirmish at Camptt. 
Hpgrs. DETACHMENT OF JEFFERS’ REGIMENT, 
At Campti, April 3, 1864. 
CoLONEL: More gun-boats have been arriving at Grand Keore 
during the day. The enemy have there now ten gun-boats and four 
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SAM. J. WARD, 
Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
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Asst, Adjt. Gen., Trans-Miss. Dept. | iS 


f = 
Hpgrs. DETACHMENT OF JEFFERS’ REGIMENT, | a 


On Claiborne and Natchitoches Road, 16 Miles from Campti, 
Monday Evening, April 4, 1864. 


CoLoNnEL: As General Liddell informed me that he had furnished 
you with all information of the enemy up to leaving Campti this 
morning, it is not necessary that I should repeat it. My command 
and a portion of Colonel McNeill’s had an engagement with a force 
of the enemy’s cavalry and infantry this morning at Campti. The 
fight was a very fierce one and lasted two hours. We repulsed every 
aieihas with great loss to the enemy, sustaining but slight injur 

ourselves. Adjutant Allen, of my regiment, is mortally wounded. 

The enemy lost about 25 killed, with wounded in proportion. We 

held our position until they landed infantry in our rear, when we 

retired. The enemy did not pursue us. 

._ General Liddell has moved to Springville, and I have fallen back 
to this point. Forage being very scarce, will be compelled to move 
a few miles farther up to-morrow. Will senda scout toward Campti 
to-morrow for information. They have not made any movement in 
this direction. My scouts will now cover this road and roads leading 
by Sparta. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 
SAM. J. WARD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Detachment. 


Colonel ANDERSON, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Trans-Miss. Dept., Shreveport, La. 


No. 103. 


Reports of Maj. Thomas A. Faries, C. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, 
Raina Infantry Division, of engagements at Mansura and Yellow 


Bayou. 


Hpgrs. CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, SECOND INFANTRY Div., 
In the Field, May 17, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that I took the position with the 
batteries of my command on the evening of May 15, instant, on the 
prairie, 14 miles south of and to the left of the village of Mangura, 


from two 30-pounder Parrott rifles, Lieut. M. Bennett commanding ; 
71 solid shot, 50 spherical case, and 24 shell were fired from four 
12-pounder field guns; 69 percussion and fuse shell from two 
bronze James rifles, and 25 shell from two bronze field howitzers 
(these eight guns composing the two light batteries commanded by 
Captain Barnes and Lieutenant Tarleton), making a total of 315 
rounds fired by the battalion of ten guns. Owing to distance, the 
dust and mist which hung over the prairie, and the fact that the 
enemy’s position was behind the crest of a ridge in the prairie, I 
was unable to observe the effect of all our shots, but the guns were 
well served and the firing very accurate and to the mark. 

The enemy fired 3-inch, 12-pounder, and 20-pounder rifles, also 30- 
pounder Parrott shot and shell, with rapidity and with more accuracy 
than I have before observed, the most of his shot and shell falling in 
and near the batteries, but few of his shell exploding, however, 
which accounts for so few casualties. 

The casualties in Cornay’s battery were Private Boudreaux, left 


‘thigh ge eee 
thigh | agm shell; Private Lemoine, slightly — 
wounded in foot. In Barnes’ battery, Private Bergeron, slightly = 
- wounded in leg by fragment of-shell. Captain Barnes had 1 Rois 
stl ightly wounded by fragment of shell. : ee 
_ _ The officers and men of all the batteries behaved with the most~ 
Be voming coolness and gallantry and retired when directed in perfect 
— order. gee 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . T. A. FARIKS, 
Major and Chief of Artillery, Second Infantry Division. 
Maj. J. C. Moncurg, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Infantry Division. 


Hpgrs. CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, SECOND INFANTRY Dtv., 
In the Field, May 49, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I moved forward to Nor- 
wood’s plantation, on Bayou De Glaize, with Captain Barnes and 
First Lieut. J. B. Tarleton, the latter commanding Cornay’s eo 
isiana) battery, on yesterday, the 18th instant, at 2 p. m., and placed 
the first-named battery in position on the extreme right of the line of 
guns near the ruins of the sugar-house and to the right of all the 
other batteries. The other, under Lieutenant Tarleton, was placed 
near the left of the line of artillery and to the right of the two bat- 
teries of horse artillery then in position on and near the Bayou De 
Glaize road. The enemy had one or two light batteries in position 
near the bayou in front of our left, in the edge of a point of woods, 
supported by a heavy line of skirmishers. 

Our batteries commenced firing at 3 p. m., opening on the enemy’s 
batteries, soon silencing his guns and causing the sharpshooters to 
retire. Soon after our front line of dismounted cavalry advanced 
and were pressed back by a heavy fire from a much superior force. 
Our batteries again opened on the enemy’s line of infantry, their fire 
ceasing almost immediately, our front line retiring a short distance 
to reform under cover of the fire from our light batteries. Cornay’s 
(Louisiana) battery, which was firing advancing by section, received 
the most of this fire, which was_replied to by our entire line of bat- 
teries. Cornay’s battery, Lieut. J. B. Tarleton commanding, retired 
firing by section under a very hot fire from enemy’s sharpshooters 
and artillery. Immediately afterward Barnes’ battery retired firing 
by section, with our other batteries on the right. The effect of our fire 
was marked ; the enemy’s infantry was driven back into the woods 
some distance and his batteries were silenced or retired as soon as 
our batteries on the extreme right opened on him from a new posi- 
tion in the field in rear of the first line. The firing having ceased 
near sunset the batteries were then moved to the bayou road and 
parked at the Cut-off. 

Barnes’ battery fired 17 solid shot and 40 shell from two bronze 
James rifles; also 8 solid shot and 7 shell from one 12-pounder field 
gun, distance varying from 800 to 1,000 yards. Cornay’s battery 
fired 37 solid shot, 22 shell, and 40 spherical case from two 12-pounder 
field guns; also 60 shell and 36 spherical case from two 12-pounder 
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vasualties to report in either Barnes’ or Cornay’s bat 
named battery had 1 killed and 1- ightly wou 
_ officers and men behaved with their noted:coolness and ; 
-- - Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant 


Major and Chief of Artillery, Second Infantry Division. - 
Maj. J. C. MoncurRE, - ; 


. 


‘Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Infantry Division. . 


No. 104. ae | 


Report of Capt. Thomas O. Benton, Louisiana-Artillery, of engage- é: = 
ment at Deloach’s Bluff. ie 


HEADQUARTERS BENTON’S LOUISIANA BATTERY, 
; In the Field, April 27, 1864. 

Sir: I would respectfully report that on the night of the 25th 
instant, at 12 o’clock; I received orders from Major-General Polignac 
to march as speedily as possible with my battery and report to Col- 
onel Brent, at Mrs. Griffith’s, on the Natchitoches road. Leaving 
the encampment beyond Cane River at 12.30 a. m. on the 26th, I 
arrived at Mrs. Griffith’s at daylight and reported as ordered. At 8 
a.m. we moved to a point near Deloach’s Braff. My rifle section, 
with a smooth-bore 6-pounder section of the Valverde Battery, were 
moved by hand to the front and placed in position on the bluff, bear- | 
ing upon a gun-boat lying in Red River at about 450 yards distance. 
A second gun-boat was lying under the banks of the river and very 
near us, but so situated as to be completely shielded from our fire. 
At 10.30 a. m. we opened fire upon the gun-boat in the stream. She 
replied to us constantly for about thirty minutes, when immediately 
after, one of our shot having penetrated her, she ceased firing and 
moved down the river to a position about 1 mile off, only replying 
to us with her stern guns. The second gun-boat, situated near and 
under the river bank, kept up a continual fire of grape and canister 
during the entire engagement. My section fired 48 rounds, with 
what effect it is impossible for me to say, although our fire was accu- 
rate, a very large proportion of the shot striking and many of them 
penetrating her. After firing 18 rounds my iron rifle gun became 
unserviceable from the lodgment of a particle of a primer in the vent 
and was withdrawn. The rapidity of our fire was considerably inter- 
fered with by the failure of the friction primers. I had 1 horse 
killed and 2 others slightly wounded. A driver’s saddle had a por- 
tion of the cantle shot away. 

The section having been moved to the rear, at 2 p. m. we returned 
to the bluff with my howitzer section and bronze rifle gun and took 
a position on the north side of the bluff, having range up the river. 
No boats passed during the afternoon or night. The gun-boat lying 
below fired three times at us in the evening. At 10a. m. of the 27th 
instant, by order of Major-General Wharton, we left our position 
and marched to camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. O. BENTON, 
Captain, Commanding Battery. 
Maj. T. A. Fartes, : : 

Chief of Artillery, Second Infantry Division. 


Gen, St John Be, Lida, He C8: Army, commnieding am 
of North Louisiana, of operations (January 6 “a 
 Hpgrs. Sup-District or Norra Lovistana, 
Minden, La., July 2, 1854. — 


3 CoLonEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of = 
_ the military operations in the Sub-District of North Louisiana dur- 


ing the period of the recent invasion by the enemy: On assumin. 
command on January 26, the only military force I found was Col. 
Isaac F. Harrison’s brigade of cavalry, consisting of one reduced 
regiment and two fractional battalions. These latter were in prog- 
ress of organization, which was not completed before the available 
ortion of the force was called into the field by the movements of 
General Banks on Red River.’ A large portion of the command 
had seen little or no service, was altogether undisciplined, armed 
with various weapons (shotguns, muskets, and rifles), and being 
destitute of cartridge-boxes these men were forced to carry their 
cartridges in their pockets, involving great waste. I was required 
by orders to picket the front, from the Arkansas line along Bayou 
Macon to Red River, a distance of not less than 100 miles. In ad- 
dition, I was required, by orders from district and department head- 
quarters, to burn all the cotton between the Ouachita and Missis- 
sippi Rivers. These requirements drew off a considerable portion of 
the force, and when ordered to move to Red River I could only 
ather together about 600 men, over 75 of whom deserted and 
ae the guerrilla bands in the different parishes in which they 
ived, disinclination to leave the neighborhood of their homes bein 
one motive, probably, for their desertion, and hope of plunder anc 
of comparative ease another, 

There were two batteries of artillery in the command, two sections 
only of which—consisting of two 6-pounder smooth-bores and two 
12-pounder howitzers—were available, though the horses were in 
poor condition. With this force I moved in the direction of Campti, 
on Red River, having previously sent in advance Colonel McNeill’s 
battalion to operate on the gun-boats of the enemy coming up the 
Red River. A part of my force was posted on each of the two roads 
leading from Campti to Coushatta Chute, one road following the 
river bank and the other, called the military or ridge road, diverging 
from the town and running generally parallel with the first at a dis- 
tance of 3 or 4 miles apart. The enemy disembarked a portion of 
his infantry force and moved up the river road half a mile above 
town and attacked that portion of my command under Colonel Mc- 
Neill, who had but 120 men with him, including a company of Mis- 
souri cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Ward. Colonel McNeill 
engaged the enemy for two hours, but finding his ammunition be- 
coming exhausted withdrew his command, after inflicting consider- 
able damage upon them, and attempted by my orders to draw him 
on by an intersecting road to the ridge road, where he would unite 
with the main body to resist any farther advance. I had determined 
to attack this force, however disproportionate to my own, when I 
was informed by Col. Isaac F. Harrison, the immediate commander 
of the brigade under my command, that his men could not be relied 
upon to fight infantry, and that he himself, knowing the material 


_ of which his b 


~ 


prevailed with him to the end while under my direction. _ In conse 


‘quence of these representations and the immediate retirement of the 


~ enemy to their boats (they not having come eut more than half 
mile), my design was not executed. The enemy, instead of Swe ; 
after Lieutenant-Colonel McNeill, as was expected, retreated to his 
boats, burned a portion of Campti, re-eembarked, and moved up the 


river. On finding this to be the case I sent to the river at various _ q 


| yde was composed, was unwilling to at t an: 
. hazardous enterprise, and this disinclination to risk ommand 


ing 


ae 


points detachments of sharpshooters, to fire upon all exposed men __ 


on the boats, keeping up this annoyance to the enemy as far as the 
mouth of Boggy iaten: At Grappe’s Bluff the armed steamer Ben- 
efit was disabled by the two sections of artillery at 100 yards’ range. 

On April 11, the fleet started back from the mouth of Boggy Bayou. 
From that time to the 15th I kept the boats constantly annoyed with 


sharpshooters and checking the progress of the entire fleet at Berde-_ 


lon’s Point for twenty-four hours with the two sections of artillery 
under command of Captain Fauntleroy, until it became necessary 
for them to send out a considerable force of infantry from their 
boats to cover their passage down. On their return to Campti, 
which was not far from Berdelon’s Point by land, by way of re- 
taliation, they burned the remaining portion of the place. The 
boats having reached Grand Ecore, where General Banks was mov- 
ing his force with the supposed intention of crossing to the east side 
of Red River, it became necessary for me to cross Black Lake to get 
below them and to head Saline Lake to get below Saint Maurice, 


which is at the mouth of Saline Bayou, on Red River. Here I was’ 


compelled to send the artillery to the rear on account of the great 
difficulty in crossing these lakes and the poor condition of the horses, 
and before it could reach me again it was ordered to Arkansas, the 
order from department headquarters reaching it when within a few 
miles of my camp, giving it that destination. x 

On the 17th, while camped on Bayou Des Cedars, 8 miles from 
Saint Maurice, a force of the enemy attempted to surprise my camp, 
but were repulsed and retired hastily, followed by a squadron, which 
found them prepared to receive us at Strong’s Ferry with artillery 
and quite a large force of cavalry, which had been turned back from 
the intended surprise by the confusion at the head of their column 
and by exaggerated reports of the strength of my command. 

From that time tothe 27th, the enemy seeming to be stationary 
above Saline Bayou and at Grand Kcore, I could only use detach- 
ments of sharpshooters on the river operating against those boats 
that were passing down to Alexandria. Such being the position of 
the enemy—stationary at Natchitoches and at Grand Ecore (150 
miles by water and 70 by land from Alexandria), and reported to be 
on short rations—it occurred to me that a direct movement of our 
forces upon Alexandria to destroy the supplies already accumulated 
there, and to prevent the passage of transports up the river carrying 
supplies and re-enforcements, would tend largely to demoralize and 
disintegrate the army under General Banks, placing at the same 
time the fleet of the enemy more completely in our power than was 
possible at any other point, and leaving a retreat by him to Natchez 
as the only alternative. 

Thad the honor to suggest this movement to the major-general 
commanding the District of West Louisiana, but the only intimation 
received by way of answer was that he intended to drive them “in ” 
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enemy's boats having not yet passed down, I pushed a squadron into 
the river at Montgomery’s, a regiment opposite Deloach’s Bluff, and 
the remainder of the command still farther below, at Bush’s place. 
I continued the sharpshooting on the river until the 28th, when it 
was discovered that a cavalry force of several hundred men was 
moving toward my rear late in the evening. -This afterward 
proved to be a party making a reconnaissance of my position, and 
which etnsiisae? to Pineville the same night. On the 29th, I sent 
detachments on the river around Pinevilleto make demonstrations 
on the forces guarding the works at the falls. On the night of the 
30th, the enemy moved out a brigade of cavalry from Pineville, re- 
ported 2,000 strong, a battery of artillery, followed by infantry, 
which last was delayed on the road until the cavalry should get into 

sition in my rear. My command was then at Thornton’s place, on 
Bayou Rigolette. As soon as this movement to attempt to capture my 
command was discovered, knowing that the enemy would fall upon 
my camp early next morning, I threw out two squadrons to find out 
his exact locality, and moving the remainder of my command under 
cover of darkness by a detour to the left, about sunrise next morn- 
ing fell upon his rear at Hadnot’s place, surprising him instead of 
being surprised. Attacking him on the flank as well as rear, and 
charging him hotly, compelled him to withdraw hastily and in con- 
fusion to Pineville, pursued by a portion of my command. His 
infantry force had not been able to come up, as the capture of a staff 
officer of General Banks prevented the order being conveyed. to it. 
The enemy’s force was henceforth concentrated at Alexandria, occu- 
pying both sides of the river, and engaged in constructing works on 
the river for the passage of the boats, his infantry from the trans- 
ports and gun-boats guarding this operation being not far from 4,000 
men. Having no artillery, I was unable from this time to do much 
more than skirmish with hiny whenever opportunity presented and 
observe his movements. 

On May 6, an attack was made by the enemy on our forces on the 
opposite side of the river, driving them back far toward the rear in 
the direction of McNutt’s Hill. Not understanding it, I sent an offi- 
cer over to ascertain the facts, if possible. At thesame timethe two 
24-pounders sent from the Ouachita had reached the vicinity of 
Bynum's Mill, 8 miles from my encampment. As a precautionary 
measure I withdrew the available forces, except the pickets to cover 


these guns, between 


betwee 
rtain the 


The headquarters of the major-general commanding was too far 
distant on the Bayou Rapides to hear, as he so much desired, the 


cotton) and swelling it to that number. On moving below it was 
necessary to leave two companies to protect the two 24-pounders 
(which, being drawn by oxen, were very slow in tiokeaeats and one 
company to observe the movements of the enemy at Pineville. This 
force being deducted from my previous effective strength left me 
a force of 450 men to operate with below. On the 10th, I received an 
order relieving me, in compliance with my request. 

Pending these operations on Red River I sent a company under 
Captain Gillespie to occupy the country between Harrisonburg and 
the mouth of Black River, with a view to intercept any communica- 
tions the enemy might attempt with Natchez. On its way, falling in 
with a company of jayhawkers, under the notorious Bob Taliaferro, 
it attacked them and killed 11. While my command was engaged 
on Red River the country on Bayou Macon became infested with 
bodies of men styling themselves guerrillas, who were engaged in 
plundering plantations of negroes, mules, and horses, and selling 
them at designated points. In consequence of my being relieved 
from command I was unable to redress this evil, an inability which 
I deeply regret. 

In conclusion, I can justly state that on each occasion in which 
the enemy moved out from the river on the east side he was driven 
back ; that all was done against gun-boats and transports that could 
be inflicted with small-arms alone, having no artillery except on the 
occasions named, as I have before said, with which to operate. The 
two 24-pounders arrived just before I was ordered away from the 
river, and the rapidity of my subsequent movements did not admit 
of their co-operation, as they were drawn by oxen. It could not be 


ete command: eT heat Grn Ww. "Maore 
- and H. P. Wells, 2 Harrison’s regiment ; Maj 
of  MoNcill’s Ss regiment, and Capt. W. H. em 


of. Capers” 
regiment all of whom were oepigpons for gallantry. iene = 
Colonel Moore is competent to fill a much higher position than he 
occupies. Iam grateful to m ies for their faithful and offi. 
ent discharge of thetr r respective du 
I am, colonel, respectfully, ae oS dont servant, 
. JOHN R. LIDDELL, 
coe Gen., Provisional Army Confederate States, 


~ Lieut. Col. George WILLIAMSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Trans-Mississippi Dept. 


No. 106. 


Confederate Roll of Honor. ‘a 


5. _ GENERAL eer ApDJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 64 Richmond, Va., August 10, 1864. 


I. The following Roll of Honor is published in accordance with : 
. 


paragraph I, General Orders, No. 131, 1863. It will be read to every 
regiment in "the service at the first dress parade after its receipt : 
* * * * * * * 


BATTLE OF PLEASANT HILL, Pr 
MISSOURI. 


Eighth Regiment of Infantry. 


Capt. William Dings, Co. C. Senior Second Lieut. W. P. Thomas, 
. First Lieut. James T.Otey,Co. A. | Co. B. 4 as : 
First Lieut. Josiah Rodgers, Co, K. Pog foe Lieut. William H. Frazier, 


Junior Second Lieut. J. W. Rogers, Co. H. 
Ninth Regiment of Infantry. 
First Sergt. Thompson Fry, Co. E. | Private James Wood Co. I. 
Tenth Regiment of Infantry. 


Private A. J. Hutchison, Co. E. | Sergt. James F. Hollinsworth, Co. G, 
Private Ozias Denton, Co. F, | Sergt. James C, Dyer, Co. K 


: ‘Private Harris Woods, Co, ae Pri eaG cee Lz 

= ‘priate James’ Prbitt, Co3CseS | Private Richard Vallandingham 
. Private J. M. Brown,* Co. D. 
__ Private Hardy Logan,* Co. F. 


Company E on detached service. 


guished themselves for courage, and were killed in the action. 


= + 


Smith yoo 
\ pid, Co. H. 

Sergt. Henry W.Davidson,* Co. I. 

Private John Saye,Co.K.> 


Company F could not decide between Privates Logan and Hale 3; both distin- 


| ‘Twelfth Regiment of Infantry. me ae 
Private J. W. Kilgore, Co. A. | Private Jesse Bounds, Co. F. = eas 
Private William Lackey, Co. B. Private David Murrell, Co. G. ES 
Corpl. C. M. Farris, Co. C.- Sergt. William Kemp, Co. H. a 
Sergt. James Woodsides, Co. D. Sergt. G. W.Sells, Co. I. 
Private L. B. Charlton, Co. E. Private John Gacey, Co. K. 

Sixteenth Regiment of Infantry. : 
Private Thomas B. Ramey,t Co.C. Private Lewis Pounds, Co. H. ~ 7 
Second Sergt. M. A. Price,* Co. D. Private Hugh Sharp, Co. I. z 
Private D. P. Neel, Co. F. Private James F. Nevitt, Co. K. 


Other companies declined making selections. 


Ninth Battalion of Sharpshooters 


Paps t One 


Private E. D. Rutter, Co. A. Private W.Clay Green, Co. C. 
Private Henry Manesy, Co. B. Sergt. Joseph White,* Co. D. 
* * * * * * * 
By order : 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


MARCH 13, 1864.—Skirmish-at Los Patricios, Tex. 


Report of Maj. Mat. Nolan, C. S. Army. 


- Hpgrs. EXPEDITIONARY ForcEs, LINE OF THE NUECES, 
Banquete, March 15, 1864. 
CoLoneL: I have the honor to report that on Sunday last, 13th 


instant, at about 7.30 a. m., at or near a place known as Los Patri- 
cios, about 50 miles southwest from this point, I succeeded in coming 
up with a body of the enemy’s cavalry posted in a dense mesquital, 
attacked them at once, and, after a well-contested fight of some fifteen 
minutes’ duration, dispersed and routed them completely. Owing 
to his position in the mesquital the exact number of the enemy could 
not be ascertained, but from appearances I believe that there were 
at least 125 men, completely armed with Burnside carbines, revolvers, 
and sabers, while my force, composed of detachments from Ware’s, 
Cater’s, Taylor’s, Scott’s, Richardson’s, and Tate’s companies, num- 
bered only 62, many of whom were most indifferently armed. The 
enemy was commanded by Cecilio Balerio and his son Juan Balerio 
in person, who, at the head of 80 men, charged and fought us mest 


gallantly, and could only be repulsed after a desperate fight and at 
the cost of much blood and property. 


The casualties are as follows: Captain Cater’s company, Third 


* Killed in action. 
{Afterward killed at Jenkins’ Ferry, 


PATRIOIOS, TE 


W. L. Patterson, killed ; Captain Taylor’s company, Private — 
ry Tugle, killed, Private Michael McMahon, morta 7 ronnie = 
_ Captain Scott’s company, Private James Powers, slightly wounded ; 
in Captain Taylor’s company 2 horses killed and 5 wounded; in 
_ Captain Tate’s company 1 horse killed. There was captured and 
_ taken from the enemy 31 horses, 42 saddles and bridles, 25 sabers, 
107 blankets, 6 Colt revolvers, 5 Burnside carbines, and some camp 
and garrison equipage. 

Among some papers found was a letter to Balerio, signed with 

- initials only, dated Camargo, March 2, 1864, and informing him that 

his recruits have gone forward, and that the forces under Col. John 
L. Haynes have left the Rio Grande and are on the march to relieve 
and re-enforce the said Balerio. As a sufficient time had elapsed to 
enable said forces to have reached or be within striking distance of 
Balerio, considering the smallness of my force, the condition of my 
wounded (being without medical aid and without transportation), the 
impracticability of pursuit owing to the density nad extent of the 
mesquital, and the distance from my support, I deemed it prudent and 
necessary to destroy such of said property as was not required and 
fit for use by the men on the spot, to replace either their lost, killed, 
or unserviceable horses, arms, or equipments, and thereupon returned 
to camp on the San Fernando. The loss of the enemy must have 
been severe. Five dead bodies were found in the mesquital, but 
from the trails seen, showing that men had been dragged off when 
wounded, and pools of blood discovered, it is almost certain that at 
least 12 or 15 were killed or wounded. A large number of their 
horses were left on the ground either killed or wounded. 

Captain Ware, of Colonel Buchel’s regiment, Captains Cater, 
Taylor, and Richardson commanded detachments from their respect- 
ive companies, and acted with conspicuous gallantry. The men 
behaved coolly and bravely. 

As soon as the reports of the various commanders are received I 
will forward a full and detailed account. 

A report, apparently well authenticated, has just reached me that 
the Yankees from Mustang Island landed at the mouth of the Oso 

esterday (Monday) evening, and were engaged in getting some 100 

ales of cotton heretofore secreted in that vicinity. They had caught 
and again made prisoner of William 8. Gregory. I goin afew 
moments with 70 picked men to find and, if possible, capture them 
and their booty. As soon as something definite occurs I will inform 
you by express. 

As I before wrote you, a section of a light battery with proper 
ammunition could render me most important service. I would urge 
upon you to hurry it forward ; also, surgical instruments and medi- 
cines. 

As you will perceive by the intercepted letter, the Yankee land 
forces in this vicinity have been or will be increased, and I am 
too weak to attempt to accomplish much against such superior 
numbers. For this reason I must again urge you to send re-enforce- 
ments. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
MAT. NOLAN, 
Major, Provisional Army, C. S., Commanding. 


Col. Joun S. Forp, 
Comdg. Expeditionary Forces, P, A., C. S., San Antomo, 


“NTT RAY I Oc iA Cig Cane tanta 


Z Ark., to Buffalo River; came in contact with numerous small 


2] 


Record of Bents on return o 
ze west Missouri for March, 1864.0 = 

March 13.—Capt. Samuel E. Turner, commanding detachment of 
the Sixth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, and Sixth Provisional En-— 
‘rolled Missouri Militia, numbering 109 men, marehed from Yellville, 


Slept fron 


squads of guerrillas ; destroyed some extensive saltpeter-works on 
Tomahawk Mountains; found a large amount of stolen property | 


-concealed in caves. pe Ba 
March 19.—Returned to Yellville, having marched about 200 
miles, killed 10 bushwhackers, captured 13 (1 a rebel lieutenant), 22° 
stands of arms, and 28 horses and mules. : 5s bans 

March 24.—Marched again from the same place with 105 men; 
attacked a small band under commandof Captain Love 25 miles south 
of Yellville, on Buffalo River; had a sharp skirmish, killing 3 and 
capturing a number of horses and arms; returned to Yellville on 
the 26th instant. 

March 28.—Captain Headlee, commanding a small detachment of 
the Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, returned to Yell- 
ville, bringing 18 prisoners, 1 a captain and recruiting officer for 
the rebel army. Captain Headlee reports to have killed 6 and 
wounded several without sustaining any loss. = 

Captain Orr, commanding detachment Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
marched from Rolling Prairie as escort to C. P. Walker, special 
Treasury agent, to Batesville, Ark. ; had a slight skirmish on the 
19th instant with a band under Colonel Love; wounded 1 and cap- 
tured 2. Had several skirmishes on their return, killing in all 37 
men, capturing 6 prisoners, 26 horses, 16 stand of arms, and wound- 
ing 2 and recovering 3 prisoners. 


MARCH 15-21, 1864.—Scout from Batesville to West Point, Grand Glaize, 
Searcy Landing, &c., Ark. 


Report of Maj. Lewis C. Pace, Eleventh Missowri Cavalry. 


BATESVILLE, ARK., March 22, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to make the following report: In obedi- 
ence to your letter of instructions bearing date March 15, 1864, I 
divided my command immediately after crossing White River and 
sent 100 men, under command of Captain Collier, directing him to 
move by way of Fair View to West Point, on Little Red River, 
which order he executed. I moved with the other 100 down White 
River ; went into Camp Livingston, in Oil Trough Bottom, 8 miles 
west of Jacksonport. From this point, on the morning of the 17th 
instant, [ moved south to Grand Glaize, in White County, a distance 
of 12 miles; from Grand Glaize I moved southwest in the direction 
of West Point. Seven miles from Grand Glaize, at one William 
Plant’s, I captured a mail from the Southern army. The letters 
were dated March 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, and were written at Camp Sump- ° 
ter, 9 miles from Little Red River. No official information, however, 
of importance could be obtained, and they being more of a matri- 
monial character than otherwise, I returned them to Mr, Plant, 


aoe 


jouse seems to be Secs ; 
= ap Wood, 5 miles from W: : Point. On Friday morning, the 18th 
instant, T eon Captain Collier’s detachment and See up Little — 
_ Red River to Searcy Landing. At this point, there is a large flat- 
boat used as a ferry-boat, some 10 or 15 men are engaged build- _ 
__ ing another much larger than the onenow used. These two boats — 

are ently large and lengthy to construct a bridge across the river 
__ by the addition of 10 feet from each bank and 15 feet in the center. 

rom this point I moved north and west into Camp Harris, 6 miles. 
from Little Red River and 5 miles from Cedar Grove. From this 
point I moved west directly 7” the river ; crossed Big Creek, moved 

_ on in the direction of Sugar Loaf Spring. Here I received definite 
information that Captain Little was encamped on the opposite side 
of the river and near Sugar Loaf Spring. Here I received informa- 

4 tion thata soldier who had deserted my command the night before was 
: in advance of me inquiring for Little’scamp. I immediately selected 


100 of my best horses and crossed Red River, moving as rapidly as 
possible, but the deserter before mentioned had reached Little’s camp 
and given information of our ad oe en I found on reaching his 
_ camp that he had been gone some forty or fifty minutes. We chased 
him some 3 miles; his command scattered, and night coming on we 
ave up thechase, returning to his (Little’s) camp. On Sunday morn- 
ing, 19th instant, I recrossed the river and moved up in the direction 
of Kinderhook. I crossed Rutherford’s trail 15 miles below Kinder- 
% hook. I went into Camp Collier, 10 miles below Kinderhook, at 2 p. 
h m., and sent out scouts toward that place and other points to gain, 
, if possible, some information of the whereabouts of Rutherford, 
ai the information was such as led me to believe that he had moved 
from Little Red River over onto White River in the neighborhood 
of Buck Horn. I accordingly moved up 8 miles northeast and made 
a forced march of 40 miles'to. Richwood’s, hoping to intercept Ruth- 
erford, should he be moving up the river. Went into Camp Ribble, 
at Colonel Kemp’s. Here I ascertained that he had not gone up the 
river. I sdanntinets moved down the river through Buck Horn. 
Here I could gain no information of Rutherford. The time specified 
for my scout having expired, the men being without rations, and 
many of my horses being barefooted, I crossed White River near 
Heath’s Ferry and came into this station. On the 21st instant I 
captured, on Raccoon Creek, Izard County, Captain Hancock and 3 
hie soldiers of the Confederate Army. I also captured 2 soldiers 
of the Confederate Army near Grand Glaize, all of whom I turned 
over to the provost-marshal at Batesville. The country over which 
I traveled is a rough, rocky, and mountainous country, destitute of 
forage excepting in the valleys and coves of the mountains, and 
very little can be found in them. The farmers generally are busily 
engaged preparing their ground for planting, and express a great 
desire for peace on any terms. I also learned that McRae’s camp was 
near Augusta and that Freeman’s camp was a few miles above 
Augusta. The time consumed in my scout was seven days and the 
distance traveled 206 miles. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, : 
L. C. PACE, 
Major Eleventh Missouri Cav. Vols., Comdg. Detachment. 


Colonel LIVINGSTON, 
Commanding District of Northeastern Arkansas. 
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Report of Maj. James Wilson, Third Missouri State Mila 
= alry, commanding expedition, = 
- Hpagrs. THIRD CAVALRY, MissouRI STATE MILITIA, 
Pilot Knob, Mo., March 26, 1864. 
CoLONEL: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 76, headquar. 
~ ters Post of Pilot Knob, I left this post at 2 p. m.on the 16th March 
~ with 100 men, and encamped 3 miles north of Buford’s Ford, on 
Black River. - 
On the 17th, -I passed through Barnesville and encamped 6 miles 
from Current River, on Hen Peck Creek. z 
18th, took the main Alton road and encamped 3 miles north ‘of 
-Hleven Points River. After having encamped I sent a scout of 20 
~men, under the command of Lieutenant Blain, to look after some 
- desperadoes on Spring Creek. About 4 miles from camp he dis- 
~ covered some 8 or 10 in an old house and charged upon them. The 
rebels fired a volley from the windows and door, killing 1 private 
(Thorpe), of Company D, and wounding Sergeant Burks, of the 
. same company; then availing themselves of some rugged bluffs in 
- the rear of the house, made their escape, abandoning their horses. 

On the morning of the 19th, I scoured the hills of Eleven Points 
River, and then proceeded through Alton to Frederick’s Fork, and 
encamped. 

On the 20th, I took the Alton and Pocahontas road and moved for- 
ward in the direction of Pocahontas. About noon we came upon a 
rebel conscripting party. The advance charged ae them, killing 
8, wounding 1 mortally, and capturing the remainder of the squad. 
On the afternoon of the same day a man was shot and killed by the 
advance guard in attempting to make his escape from a house. We 
encamped at McElroy’s, 10 miles from Pocahontas. 

On the morning of the 21st, I moved forward to Pocahontas, Find- 
‘ing nothing there I took the road to Warm Sulphur Springs, then 
a due west course to Eleven Points River, and encamped. 

On the 22d, I marched toward the headwaters of the Fourche & 
Thomas. Moving up that creek, about 5 o’clock inthe afternoon we 
encountered Captain Payton with his company of horse-thieves and 
murderers. He drew up in line and fired upon the advance with- 
out effect, when, bringing my men forward at the gallop, I ordered 
a charge. The men went into them with a yell, dled 11, and pur- 
sued the remainder for miles across the hills, dispersing them in 
every direction. I encamped at this place for the night. 

On the 23d, took the Van Buren road, passed through that place 
and Patterson, arriving at this post on the evening of the 25th, 
having been absent nine and one-half days, traveled more than 
300 miles, killed 21 guerrillas, captured 11 prisoners, some 12 horses, 
some arms, &c. The whole country through which I passed is 
infested with small bands of guerrillas, their principal headquar- 
ters being in Oregon County, and commanded by Captains Payton, 
Long, and Evans. Kitchen, Freeman, and Love have concentrated 
for some purpose a force of about 500 men east of Black River, near 
Jacksonport. Reves has about 90 men 15 miles southeast of Poca- 
hontas. No considerable force can exist for any length of time 
north of Pocahontas, there being no forage in the country. It was 
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Rivet at Pocalier find. There was about 15 
scouts; they never came up tothe Missourilin. = 
— ——« May. 3d Mo. State Militia Cavalry, Comdg. Expd. to Ark, 


Commanding Post of Pilot Knob. 


a MARCH 17, 1864—Affair at Corpus Christi, Tex.« 
4 Report of Maj. Mat. Nolan, 0. 8. Army. 


Hpqgrs. EXPEDITIONARY Forces, LINE OF THE NEUCES, 
Banquete, March 21, 1864. 
CoLoNnEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 11th instant. I informed you in my commu- 
nication of the 15th instant of my starting to find and, if possible, 
capture the Yankees reported landed at the Oso and collecting cot- 
ton. I now have to report that on Tuesday, 15th instant, I left this — 
post forthe Oso. Found the Yankees had been landed as represented 
to the number of 93; had already collected a lot of bales of cotton, 
and with it left for Corpus Christi on Wednesday, 16th instant, at 9 
a.m. I found two wagons with mule teams loading with cotton at. 
the house of W. 8. Gregory. Thomas 8S, Parker, his son, Peter 
Parker, and a negro, the property of Mrs. Widow Johnson, were 
engaged at the cotton. I arrested these parties, and at once sent 
them to this post under guard with the wagons and teams and eleven 
bales of cotton. In the mean time, my scouts having learned the 
strength of the enemy, and that they had sent for and momentarily 
expected re-enforcements by boats from Mustang Island, I at once 
é sent a courier to Captain Ware, commanding camp on San Fernando, 
£ and ordered him to re-enforce me with 40 men. I then proceeded 
toward Corpus Christi in pursuit of the enemy. At1 p. m. found 
his pickets and ascertained that the main body of his forces were 
pase at the landing and wharf in houses behind some ninety-five 
. ales of cotton, brought in from the Oso and other points. At the 
; same time discovered three sailing vessels beating in to their relief. 
: I then awaited my re-enforcements. About dusk the enemy’s ves- 
| sels effected a landing, and disembarked about 75 men. About the 
same time my courier returned from Captain Ware, but without the 
required re-enforcements, as will be seen by the reply, a copy of 
which is herewith inclosed.* Being thus unable to attack the enemy 
with any show of success with the force at my command, I invested 
the town closely all night with a view to prevent communication, 
and, if possible, pick up any small party that might be thrown out 
by the enemy. On Thursday following, the 17th instant, at about 
11 a. m., having concealed my force in the chaparral, with a picked 
party of 2 officers and 7 men, in person, I successfully drove into 
town the enemy’s pickets on the south side of the town, killing 1 and 
wounding 1 man and capturing 1 Enfield rifle. In this affair Pri- 
vate Lawrence Dunn, of Captain Ware’s company, Colonel Buchel’s 
regiment, was shot through the arm, but not dangerously wounded. 
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* Not found, 


n. In the course of the day the co 

-vessels-at the wharf, and at 10 o’clock at night t. 

barked and left, taking with them several families o 
~ women and children. . Owing to the latter fact and that t 
as full of helpless women and children, many of whom the fa 
f soldiers serving in our army, and knowing that a fight in th 
ould not but expose these parties to great danger and risk of loss 


n Friday, the 18th instant, still keeping the town invested and my 
~ main force concealed, I entered the town with a party of 20 men. 
- Found that the enemy had made close search for Capt. 5. W. Ful- 
By lerton, a private citizen, and for Alexander Stringer, assessor and 
collector, with a view to their arrest, but without success. They: 
had searched the dwelling of Colonel Lovenskiold and the residence 
~ of my family, arrested Miss McMahon, and kept her confined under 
- guard, mistaking her for Mrs. Nolan, but on ascertaining their mis- 
- take released her; also Miss Savoy, mistaking her for a Miss Mullen, 
~ asister of a soldier in our army. The families of J. M. Howell (a 
- citizen prisoner in their hands), Lovenskiold, and Mrs. McMahon 
_- were kept closely within their own dwellings. On the house occu- 
_ pied by the family of Howell they raised the Union flag. Several 
- male citizens were arrested, kept confined the day of my skirmish, 
- but released on their departure. The renegades H. W. Berry, 
_ Christian Anderson, John Cody, Thomas Tinney, and several others, 
were Seen with the enemy and under arms. 

After removing a lot of bales of bagging, on Friday evening I 
withdrew from the town, no appearance of an enemy in any direc- 
tion, and returned with my force to this point. Find all quiet in 
front, and nothing new from the line of the San Fernando. Up to 
the present writing no re-enforcements or additional troops have 
arrived or reported to me, nor has any artillery been received. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
MAT. NOLAN, 
Major, Provisional Army, C. S., Commanding. 
Col. Joun S, Forp, 
Comdg. Expeditionary Forces, P. A. O. S., San Antonio. 


MARCH 17-APRIL 1, 1864.—Scout from Lebanon, Mo., into Northern 
Arkansas, and skirmishes. 


Report of Col. Joseph J. Gravely, Highth Missouri State Militia 


Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. KigutH Missouri Stare Minitia Cavary, 
Lebanon, Mo., April 2, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that Lieut. William T. 
Chitwood, Company G, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry, sent 
out on a scout by your order of 17th March, returned to Lebanon 
last evening, and reports that he marched to Thomasville, Oregon 
County, Mo., without anything of interest transpiring. On 26th of 


f life even, I did not deem it proper to enter the town upen the = 
eels of the enemy and attempt to harass or annoy his embarkation. 


er fled, scattering in all directions. — 


They attempted to form for a fight on side of the mountain, but — 
with little success. The only injury the lieutenant’s command sus- 


tained was the wounding of 3 horses of his command, his own being — 
one of the number. He left the place where the fight occurred daa = 
went 6 miles to obtain forage—he had had none for two days. The — 
enemy had much the best horses, and he was unable to overtake ~ 
them after they fled. Captain Chambers had quite a number of 
letters from Southern soldiers to their friends in Missouri; letters 
stated that they had an opportunity to send their letters. He had a — 
gay tae battle-flag and Confederate money. His orders herewith 
inclosed. 

On the 27th, Lieutenant Chitwood learned, by passing himself for 
a secessionist, that Captain Evans, a bushwhacker, had 5 or 6 men 
following him and watching his movements. He left a sergeant and 
5 men on side of the road, and about 11 o’clock, 27th, 3 men passéd 
along on his trail; they were fired upon, and 1 man killed, which 
proved to be Lieutenant Roberts, of Captain Evans’ company ; the 
other 2 made their escape. The leutenant says that he learned, 
from what he considers reliable information, that Colonel Freeman’s 
command, numbering 500 or 600 men, was near Pocahontas at the 
time ; says that he could not obtain any forage of any consequence 
in Oregon County; that his horses were broken down, several of 
them having to be abandoned ; that he believed that after the fight 
on the 26th that all gangs of rebels in Oregon County made for 
Freeman’s command, and that they would not return without a suffi- 
cient force to overpower him, and that he therefore returned ; his 
command reached Gasconade last night. The leutenant reports 
that Captain Chambers and several of the men’s horses were shot, so 
as to be worthless; that he captured 2 horses which were not injured, 
which were rode in by men of his command, whose horses were 
wounded and had to be abandoned. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J.J. GRAVELY, 
Colonel EHighth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


General J. B. SANBORN, 
Springfield, Mo. 
{Inclosures.] 


MiniTaRY SPECIAL ORDERS, ) EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
STATE OF MISSOURI, 
No, 12. Little Rock, Ark., June 27, 1863. 


I. Col. Waldo P. Johnson, of the Provisional Army of the Con- 
federate States of America, having been authorized by Lieutenant- 


-go into the State of Missouri and th 
lunteer companies for the service | 
thority is hereby granted to Col. Waldo P. Johnso by 
his agent therefor by him appointed in writing, to impre 
ame of the State of Missouri and on its credit, all supplies - 
ay deem necessary or useful in his recruiting service. 
oh. Whenever supplies are impressed under this order, a written = 
ertificate shall be given to the person from whom the same areim- 
pressed, setting forth the quantity, description, and market value 
‘thereof, the person from whom and the place at which they are taken, eee 
hat the same are impressed under this order, and that compensation = 
will hereafter be made therefor on satisfactory evidence of the loy- 
_alty of the owner thereof to the State of Missouri and the Confed-~ 
erate States of America during the present war. 
Ill. A full and accurate account shall be rendered to the quarter- 

- master-general of State of Missouri of all property impressed under 

this order, specifying as far as possible the supplies used before and 
- those used after the muster into the Confederate service of the com- 

pany to which the recruits receiving such supplies may belong. 
: IV. Every appointment by Col. Waldo P. Johnson of an agent 
- under this order shall be accompanied by a copy of this order, certi- 
_ fied by Col. Waldo P. Johnson, and no such agent shall have any 
authority to appoint any sub-agent, unless expressly thereto author- 
. ized in writing by Col. Waldo P. Johnson. 

THOS. C. REYNOLDS, 
Governor of Missouri and 

Commander-in-Chief Missouri State Guards. 
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A true copy: 
WALDO P. JOHNSON, 
LIneutenant-Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry. 


JUNE 27, 1863. 

Having authorized Col. Edward B. Hull to recruit in the State of 
Missouri, he is hereby authorized to exercise the following powers 
granted in the foregoing order of Thomas C. Reynolds, Governor of 
the State of Missouri, to wit: 
_ When he recruits troops for the Confederate service, he is author- 
ized to impress provisions for his men and forage for their teams, 
and also the necessary transportation, keeping an accurate account 
of the amount taken and the disposition made of the same, being 
careful, in all proceedings, to conform strictly with the provisions 


of said order. 
WALDO P. JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry. 


_ Colonel Hull is authorized to empower as many as 6 persons to 
impress supplies in compliance with the foregoing order. 
: WALDO’ P. JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Missouri Infantry. 


Captain Chambers is authorized to exercise the powers granted in 
the foregoing order for all troops raised under my orders. 
K. B. HULL, 


Colonel, on Recrwiting Service. 
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‘Reports of Col. Santos Benavides, Texas Cavalry.* 


HEADQUARTERS LINE OF THE RIO GRANDE, 
Laredo, Tex., March 19, 1864—?7 p. m. 


Sir: I have the honor toinform you that the town of Laredo has 
been attacked this afternoon about 3 o’clock by the enemy’s forces, 


consisting of about 200 men (cavalry), Mexicans and Americans, 


which, I think, is the advance guard of the enemy’s forces en route 
to this place. I have received positive information from my spies 
down below on the river that the remainder of the enemy’s forces are 
the following : About 300 men (infantry) and two ede of artiller 
coming this way, and which will arrive here in about two days. 
have resisted these forces here now during this afternoon with my 
men, which are about 60 men alltold. We have done all we could— 
resisted the enemy until night broke in. The enemy have with- 
drawn to about half a mile from town, but still keep up their fire 
with us. You are well aware that their arms have superiority over 
ours, so we have barricaded the plaza and streets and are anxious to 
receive re-enforcements. I am entirely in the dark as yet whether 
the encampment of our forces was attacked or not at the same time, 
but I hope not. As soon as my men, who are encamped on the La- 
ata, about 25 miles north of Laredo, arrive here this night, I will 
ry to attack the enemy to-morrow morning. I have also sent a swift 
express to Captain Giddings, commanding at Eagle Pass, to send me 
or re-enforce me with all his men he can possibly spare as soon as 
ssible. Should I fail to obtain the necessary re-enforcements be- 
ore the enemy advances in so strong a force, I will be compelled to 
evacuate this town and retreat toward Eagle Pass, as it is an impos- 
sibility for me to remain here much longer without any re-enforce- 
ments and on account of the scarcity of ammunition on hand. I 
would suggest to you that if you could succeed, to get into the rear 
of the enemy, touching the river about the Clarefio ranch or farther 
up. I thinkthat if I join with Captain Giddings’ command, which 
numbers about 150 men, I shall be able to hold Eagle Pass until you 
succeed to get into the enemy’s rear. I must state that the reason of 


*See also Ford to Turner, March 31, Part II, p. 1106. 


= MARCH 19, 1864.—Attack on Laredo, Tex. 


“not bei : 
Yankees have’nob tyavel 
y some good guides, an ore % 
Py. : vee respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


SANTOS BENAVIDES, _ 


Colonel, Commanding 


= Sol, Jon 8. Forp, oo eS 
# Comdg. Expeditionary Forces, Camp San Fernando. 
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HEADQUARTERS LINE OF THE Rio [GRANDE], er 
Laredo, Tex., March 21, 1864. ae 


Str: I have the honor to report that the town of Laredo was 
attacked by the enemy on the 19th ultimo, about 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon. The news of the advance of the enemy on this town ~ 
reached me only a short time before they were in view, and_ but 
little time was left to make preparations for our defense. I im- 
mediately collected my forces, only consisting of about 42 men of 
Captains Refugio and Cristoval Benavides’ companies, and Captain 
‘Chapman’s company, numbering about 30 men, and also a few 

American volunteers, All the citizens of this town rallied el . 

for the defense ; and erecting barricades in the plaza, after I poste 

the citizens and Captain Chapman’s company for the defense of 

the interior of the town, I proceeded with 42 men of my command 

to its outskirts, divided them in squads, and placed them in the 

adjacent houses to await the approach of theenemy. ‘The Yankees, 

consisting of about 200 men (Americans and a few Mexicans), all reg- 
“ular soldiers and superiorly armed, halted when about half a mile 
from town, formed, and charged in squads, each numbering about 
40 men. As soon as they came in reach of our guns my men gave 
the Texas yell, commenced firing on them, and compelled them to 
retreat to their main force, stationed half a mile from town. The 
Yankees, dismounting, then advanced on foot, keeping up a rapid 
fire. My men also maintained a steady fire, when the brave Major 
Swope and a Mexican named Juan Ivara charged right upon an 
advancing squad of 40 Yankees and compelled them to retreat. 
Major Swope stood there until he emptied the last shot of his six- 
shooter, which compelled him to retire for the purpose of reload- 
ing. While doing so his horse was shot three times, and also Juan 
Ivara’s. The enemy advanced again, but were repulsed by the vig- 
orous fire of my gallant men, who were full of fight. None of our 
men were killed or wounded. Iam not positive that any of the en- 
emy have been killed, but my men assert that a good many of the 
Yanks were wounded, and that traces of blood have been found in 
various places. The firing was kept up until dark, whenthe Yankees 
thought best to skeedaddle in their own peculiar style and give up 
their intention of walking into Laredo that day. They roheaten 
about dark 3 miles below town and encamped, and our men kept 
by me in the same position described, expecting every moment a 
new assault on the town. About 2 o’clock at night my re-enforce- 
ments arrived, which were stationed about 25 miles north from La- 
redo for the purpose of grazing our horses. On the arrival of my 
re-enforcements a general rejoicing took place among our little force, 
indicated by the ringing of church bells and blowing of trumpets, 
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: Capt. R. Benavides started out again yesterday in pursuit of the 
enemy, to follow them up and find out all he can concerning them 
and their movements. ‘To the best of my belief they are retreating 


+ bes 


3 


£ towards Rio Grande City, where the other portion of the enemy is 
_ stationed, and their strength at Rio G[rande| 


City is supposed to be 


¢ 


~ 300 men (infantry) and two 12-pounder rifled guns. I think that the 


enemy will advance next time in a much larger force. They are 


well aware what my force is through their spies, and will undoubt- 
_ edly bring a sufficient body next time to attack this place. I have 


written to Captain Giddings, commanding at Eagle Pass, to re-en- 


force me with all his available men as soon as possible, and would 


also suggest to you to send some re-enforcements to me if they can 
pared from gone command. I will do my best to hold the town 
as long as possible against any number of foes, but to do so I would 
beg of you to send me some ammunition, which I am in great need 
of. My requisition was not all filled at San Antonio last time. 
Please send me some Mississippi yagers, shotguns, minie rifle, Bel- 
gian + deat and navy-size six-shooter cartridges if possible before 
ten 3 
Ihave the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SANTOS BENAVIDES, 
Colonel, Commanding Line of Rio Grande. 


Col. Joun S. Forp, or 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
At San Antonio, Tex. 


MARCH 19-22, 1864.—Scout from Lexington, Mo. 


Report of Maj. Alexander W. Mullins, First Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS POST, 
Lexington, Mo., March 23, 1864. 
CoLoNEL : I have the honor to report that at 9 p. m. of the 18th 
instant, I received the following telegram : 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL DisTRICT MISSOURI, 
Warrensburg, March 18, 1864, 
Maj. A. W. MULLINS: 


General Rosecrans telegraphs that there are apprehensions of an outbreak in 
Jackson County to occur about the 20th, and that recruits from Platte Cc vunty will 
join it. You will move immediately and concentrate in Jackson west of Greenton 
Valley, leaving guards at the post you now occupy. I will order part of Captain 
Eads’ company to co-operate with you. Inform the commanders in eastern part of 


Jackson County of your movements and act in concert ya Se OWN 


Brigadier-General. 


i e, throwing away some 
id other things. He found, also, 5 horses branded U. 
h were left behind by the locomotive enemy in their hasty 


Companies G 
mediately 


them at a distance of about 40 yards, but both succeeded-in making 
their escape, leaving behind them 2 horses, 3 overcoats, alot of blank- 
ets, quilts, and a quantity of camp equipage and provisions, which 
fell into Captain Burris’ hands. Captain Burris thinks his first shot 
wounded the bushwhacker he fired at, but did not disable him. On 


the 21st, Captain Burris with his command scouted the country west 


and northwest of Pink Hill; I, with detachments of CompaniesG@ 
and H, scouted the Sni Creek country above Pink Hill and to within — 
6 miles of Lone Jack. On the 22d, I separated from Captain Burris’ 
command and scouted the east branch of Sni Creek, west of Hope- 


well, and returned to Lexington at 8 p.m. I found it was impracti- aS 


cable to encamp beyond the La Fayette County line in Jackson, for 
want of forage, and consequently encamped in La Fayette, but near 
the line. We found quite a number of bushwhackers’ old camps, 
but I saw no indications of there being at present any considerable 
number of them in that part of the country. One Beall Jeans, 
formerly a colonel in the Confederate service, is said to be chief 
among the bushwhackers in Jackson County. Iwas informed by 
aman named James McFarland, who resides west of Bone Hill, in 
Jackson County, that Jeans has been in that vicinity during the past 
winter, and that he is recruiting for the rebel army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
/ ALEX. W. MULLINS, 
Major, First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 
Col. JAMES MCFERRAN, 
Comdg, Third Sub-Dist., District Central Missouri. 


MARCH 19-APRIL 4, 1864.—Expedition from Rolling Prairie to Bates- 
ville, Ark., with skirmishes. 


Report of Maj. James A. Melton, Second Arkansas Oavalry.* 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
In the Field, April 4, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the arrival at these head- 
quarters of the detachment of my command sent to escort the Treas- 
ury agent to Batesville, as by your orders of the 14th ultimo. The 
expedition was not without importance nor dangers, as shown by 
the report of Captain Orr, who was in command of the detachment, 
Starting from the camp of the regiment near Rolling Prairie on the 


‘19th ultimo, Captain Orr crossed White River 12 miles from Yell- 


we 


ville without hinderance or difficulty. On the 21st, a light skirmish 


.* See also itinerary, p. 640, 
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from ir beginning of the war, they had not seen 
their families for two years and over. With the consent of Colonel 
_. Livingston, 68 of the 104 of the party were granted leave of absence 
for forty-eight hours. One squad of these men was attacked by some 
_ of the enemy at Sulphur Rock, within 8 miles of Batesville, and 2 of 
the men captured and robbed and then paroled. Upon information 
of this, Captain Orr, Colonel Livingston assenting, dispatched the 
_ 86 remaining men of his command, under Captain Rowe with Lieu- 
tenants Creighton and Garner, on the track of the enemy. They had 
left aco Rock. Captain Irwin continued pursuit, and swimming 
White River at Magnus Landing, where the enemy had crossed a few 
minutes before, overtook them 6 miles beyond, while ata halt. He 
instantly ordered and gave charge, routed the enemy in twenty 
minutes, killed 4, wounded 1, captured 2, released 3 U. S. dis- 
charged soldiers, carried away by the rebels as prisoners of war, and 
after driving the enemy to within 3 miles of the rebel General 
McRae’s headquarters, returned to Batesville the same day with the 
es and captured property, without loss or damage whatever. 
ean time the men out on leave had returned, and on the 26th Cap- 
tain Orr left Batesville. He was apprised that Freeman intended to 
cut him off before he could reach White River. It was attempted 
fruitlessly. An entire reconnoitering party of Freeman’s but one, 
who was made prisoner, paid their life for the experiment. From 
the prisoner it was learned that Freeman had picked 140 men, the 
best armed and mounted in his command, under one Captain Adams, 
to intercept Captain Orr at all hazards, engage him, and give no 
uarters. The rebels, however, after the loss of their scouting party, 
did not venture to attack him. Hecrossed White River uninter- 
rupted and arrived safe in camp on the 2d instant via Yellville. In 
the several encounters with the enemy on that march Captain Orr 
suffered no loss in men, while of the enemy, 37 killed, 6 prisoners, 
and 2 wounded, 26 serviceable horses captured, 16 stand of inferior 
arms left in our hands, 1 U.S. saddle, 3 of our prisoners liberated 
attest the good conduct of our troops and of the officers at their head. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. MELTON, 
Major, Commanding Second Arkansas Cavalry. 
General J. B. SANBORN, 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 
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MARCH 20-30, 1864,—Scouts in Jackson and La Fayette Counties, Mo., with 
skirmishes, 
Report of Capt. Milton Burris, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


[WaRRENsBURG, Mo.,] March 31, 1864. 
Sir: Captain Burris and 47 men started on scout the 20th ; wounded 
Colonel Ate Gp reps 2 horses and some blankets, broke up one 
guerrilla camp, all in Jackson County ; returned same day ; tray- 


- Clanahan, Company C, of 14 men. 


ca t 
- County ; returned 27th; traveled 40 miles. 5 
two scouts. One of 20 men, under command of Captain 

killed 1 guerrilla (supposed to be Bledsoe), captured 1 horse 2 
— revolvers in La Fayette County ; returned 30th ; traveled 50 n 
_ One, under command of Captain Jackson, of 27 men, returned 


- where too thick to ride. 


e 27th ; traveled 40 miles; one, under 
n, ca 
4 revolvers, 3 sho 5 and 1 


30th ; traveled 50 miles. Aggregate number of miles traveled by the — 
different scouts, 240 miles. Scouting done on horseback and by dis- 
mounting one-half the men and sending them through the brush 


MILTON BURRIS, __ 
Capt. Co. I, First Cav., Mo. State Mil., Comdg. Detach. _ 


Col. JAMES McFERRAN, : a 
Comdg. First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


MARCH 21, 1864.—Affair at Velasco, Tex. = 
Report of Capt. W. S. Herndon, C. S. Army, commanaing post. — 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Velasco, Tex., March 22, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that about 4.30 o'clock yesterday 
the blockader, a schooner-rigged propeller, passed up to the east- 
ward some 3 miles from the forts and then came back, just out of 
the range of our guns, with the wind and sea, and opened fire on the 
steamship Matagorda, which was still aground. She fired 4 shots 
from a Parrott gun, all passing over the vessel and exploding some 
distance to the rear. The enemy then passed to the eastward again, 
not being able with so much wind and sea to fire going up, and the 
second time came down within range of both our batteries. The 


~ enemy fired 3 shots; one of them, a shell, exploded within a few 


yards of the Matagorda, one exploded so near Doctor Seeds that he 
was covered with cinders and smoke, and a solid shot knocked down 
a horse at the bridge on the bayou. Our guns shot remarkably 
well, since 6 shots from our batteries came very near, some went 
over, some, a little short, glanced (ricochetted), and I think struck 
the vessel, and a 32-pounder shell, thrown from the Velasco side, 
exploded directly over the vessel of the enemy, which drew the 
gunners from their guns and the men from off the deck, and the ves- 
sel remained in an unmanageable condition for about ten minutes, 
when she backed out to sea without firing any more. The enemy 
came to anchor about 3 miles out. There were 7 shots fired by the 
enemy and 15 shots by our batteries. , 
To-day is a beautiful day for the enemy to fire at the steam-ship, 
and certainly will during the day. A three-masted vessel passed 
here going westward last night. The steamer Matagorda’s crew all 


UPS ee ae ae ee 


ro) ine Mainpovas Gave gone on board to ania to Pe: 
it will be a difficult task. Nothing from Bernard fee 
The enemy still at anchor 3 miles out. Nothing further 
DLE. <= ; : ; SS ee Gi 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Se 
Bisse Zz og WS HERNDON, 

xe 2 Japtain, Commanding Post. 
‘JOSEPH BATES, = ° ~ 2 Pe seats: 

; Commanding, &c. 


MARCH 22, 1864.—Affair at Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, U. S. Army. 


a HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
mt Pass Cavallo, Tex., March 24, 1864. 
_CoLoneL: Major Thomson, commanding Twentieth Regiment 
lowa Volunteer Infantry, stationed at Aransas Pass, reports, 22d 
instant, that a wood party from his command, in boats, having put in 
at Corpus Christi during a severe norther, was attacked there by a> : 
band of partisan rangers under Major Nolan. The rebels were re- zi 
eet with the loss of 1 killed and 3 wounded. No loss on our 
 gide, 
Your obedient servant, . 
JNO. A. McCLERNAND, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. RicHarp B. IRWIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of the Gulf. 


MARCH 23-MAY 3, 1864.—The Camden (Arkansas) Expedition. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 


é 
* 
4 
4 


Mar. 23, 1864,—Steele’s column advances from Little Rock. 
23-24, 1864,—Skirmishes on the Benton road. 
25, 1864.—Skirmish at Rockport. 
27-31, 1864,—Expedition from Pine Bluff to Mount Elba and Long View. 
27, 1864.—Affair at Branchville. 
Skirmish at Brooks’ Mill. 
28, 1864.—Skirmish at Mount Elba, 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Long View. 
Skirmish at Arkadelphia. 


ts. 


5, 1864, "Skirmish at Marks’ Mills. — 
6, 1864.—Skirmish at the Little Missouri. = SSS 
9-12, 1864.—Skirmishes on Prairie D’Ane. Be ee 
: 18, 1864.—Action at Moscow. — Sante mE 
am 14, 1864.—Skirmish at Dutch Mills. = = Se 
: Skirmish at White Oak Creek. 
15, 1864.—Skirmish at Camden. 
16, 1864.—Skirmish at Liberty Post-Office. 
16-18, 1864.—Skirmishes about Camden. 
17, 1864.—Skirmish at Red Mound. 
18, 1864.—Engagement at Poison Spring. 
20, 1864.—Skirmish near Camden. 
23, 1864.—Confederate demonstration on Camden. 
Affair at Swan Lake. 
24, 1864.—Skirmish near Camden. 
25, 1864.—Action at Marks’ Mills. 
25-26, 1864.—Skirmishes in Moro Bottom. 
abt 26, 1864.—Steele’s column retreats from Camden. 
: 28, 1864.—Skirmish near Princeton. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at the Ouachita River. 
Skirmish near Saline Bottom, 
30, 1864.—Engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. : 
Skirmish at Whitmore’s Mill. : 
May 8, 1864.—Steele’s column arrives at Little Rock, 


REPORTS, HTC. * 


No. 1.—Strength and organization of the expeditionary forces commanded by 
Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U, 8. Army, March 31, 1864. 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. 8. Army, commanding Department of 


Arkansas. 

No. 3.—Capt. Junius B.Wheeler, U.S. Corps of Engineers, Chief Engineer. 

No. 4.—Capt. Charles A. Henry, Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, Chief 
Quartermaster. : 


No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon, U. 8. Army, commanding Third Division, 
Seventh Army Corps. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Samuel A. Rice, U. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade. 

No. %—Lieut. Col. Samuel T. Wells, Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, of skirmish at 
Antoine, 

No. 8.—Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr., Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, of skirmish at 
Antoine. . 

No. 9.—Maj. Hiram D. Gibson, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, of operations March 
23-April 19. 

No. 10.—Col. Cyrus H. Mackey, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, of operations April 
19-May 3. 

No, 11.—Col. Charles E. Salomon, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, of skirmish at 
Antoine. 


* See also General E, Kirby Smith’s reports, p. 476 et seq. 


Ferry, 

9. 15. hanes Keg, Thinty-siath Towa Infantry, of . 
; ees Elkin’s Ferry, oe Wh 
Ss ‘oe }.—Lieut. Col. Francis M, Dinko Thiet sith ews Infantry, commun 
aamalign ond Second ee 


< fe y Os iol 925° 4 FS 
18,—Lieut. Charles Peetz, Battery E, Basil Missouri Light ‘Artillery. Fe 
. 19,—Col. Adolph enact. Forty- third IMinois Infantry, arr 3 Third 
.% : Brigade. 
No. 20.—Lieut. Col. Adolph Dasa Wortesthird Illinois Infantry. f: 
No. 21.—Col. John A. Garrett, Fortieth Iowa Infantry, of skirmish at Otolons, 
Aes _ shirmish at Prairie D’Ane, and engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. s 
No. 22.—Col. Conrad Krez, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, of skirmish at 
a. Okolona. 
a No, 23.—Itinerary of First Brigades Frontier Division, for April, 1864. : 
, No, 24.—Col. James M. Williams, First Kansas Colored Infantry, commanding a 
‘ detachment Frontier Division, of engagement at Poison Spring. . or 
No. 25.—Lieut. Barnett B. Mitchell, Second Kansas Cavalry, of engagement ae “q 


y - Poison Spring. 
No, 26,—Lieut. Edward Ross, Second Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at Poison . A 
. Spring. rz 


No. 27.—Lieut. Richard L. Phillips, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 
> No, 28.—Lieut. Anson J. Walker, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at Poison 
‘ Spring. 
t No, 29.—Lieut. Josephus Utt, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at 
3 Poison Spring. 
No. 30.—Capt. William M. Duncan, Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. ‘ 
No. 31,—Maj. Richard G, Ward, First Kansas Colored Infantry, of engagement at 


% Poison Spring. 

. No. 32.—Lieut. William C. Gibbons, First Kansas Colored Infantry, of engage- 
: ment at Poison Spring. 

bd No. 33.—Lieut. William W. Haines, Second Indiana Battery, of engagement at 
* 


Poison Spring. 

No. 34.—Col. Samuel J. Crawford, Second Kansas Colored Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 35.—Lieut. Col. William T. Campbell, Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 36.—Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U.S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division. 

No, 87.—Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, of 
skirmishes March 23-24, 

No. 38.—Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Caldwell, First Iowa Cavalry, commanding Third 
Brigade, of skirmishes April 2-4. 

No. 39.—Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, commanding at Pine Bluff, of 
expedition to Mount Elba and Long View, &c. 

No. 40.—Surg. Isaac Casselberry, First Indiana Cavalry, of Confederate losses at 
Mount Elba, &c. 


No. 41. “Lieut. Col. Sanabel B. Marks, , igen linots Infantry, of exteition tO 

Xe Mount Elba. : 2 eas 

4 No. 42,—Capt. Lyndsey J. Smith, Twenty-eighth Wisechsin Infantry, of action at! 

: \ Mount Elba. ' pay 
No. 43 43,—Lieut. Col. Edmund B. Guy: ‘Dw enity-cighith Wisconsin ifewbey; of ex- hon 

: pedition to Mount Elba and operations October 26, 1863-May 13, 1864, hiss 

¥ No. 44,—Lieuts. Grover Young, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and Frank M.. Greathouse, : 


: First Indiana Cavalry, of expedition to Long View. » ' ‘ 
No. 45.—Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, of ama at Mount 
‘ Elba, &c. 
No. 46.—Capt. Benjamin T. Humphrey, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, oP wetion e 
Mount Elba. 


No. 47.—Capt. William F. Creitz, Fifth Kansas Battery (improvised), of eae ihe 


to Mount Elba. 

No. 48.—Maj.Gen. Sterling Price, C. 8. Army, cocmnadins District of ees 

No, 49.—Organization of the Confederate forces in Arkansas, General E.. Kirby 
‘Smith commanding, April 20, 1864. . 

No, 50.—Returns of Casualties (incomplete). 

No. 51.—Brig. Gen. James F. Fagan, C.S. Army, commanding division, of action at 
Marks’ Mills. 

No. 52.—Brig. Gen. William L. Cabell, C.S. Army, commanding brigade, of engage- 
ment at Poison Spring and action at Marks’ Mills. 

No. 53.—Col. James C. Monroe, First Arkansas Cavalry, of ‘action at Mar ks’ Mills, 

No. 54.—Col. T. J. Morgan, Second Arkansas Cavalry, of action at Marks’ Mills. 


_ No. 55.—Col. A. Gordon, Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, of action at Marks’ Mills. 


No. 56.—Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Gunter, Arkansas Battalion, of action at Marks’ Mills. 

No. 57.—Col. William A. Crawford, Arkansas Cavalry, commanding brigade, of 
engagement at Poison Spring. 

No, 58.—Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Churchill, C. 8. Army, commanding division, of en- 
gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 59.—Brig. Gen. James C. Tappan, C. 8. sale fe potont brigade, of engage- 
ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 60.—Lieut. Col. W. R. Hardy, Twenty- rouse Arkansas Infantry, commanding 
Nineteenth (Dawson’s) and Twenty-fourth Arkansas Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 61,—Lieut. Col. Thomas D. Thomson, Thirty-third Arkansas Infantry, of en- 
gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 62.—Col. R. G. Shaver, Thirty-eighth Arkansas Infantry, commanding Twenty- 
seventh and Thirty-eighth Arkansas Infantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ 
Ferry. 

No. 63.—Col. Lucien C. Gause, Thirty-second Arkansas Infantry, commanding bri- 
gade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 64,—Lieut. Col. H, G. P. Williams, Nineteenth (Dockery’s) Arkansas Infantry, 
Dockery’s brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No, 65,—Brig. Gen, Mosby M. Parsons, C. S. Army, commanding division, of en- 
gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No. 66.—Brig. Gen. John B. Clark, jr., commanding First Brigade, of engagement 
at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No. 67.—Lieut. John O,. Lockhart, Ruffner’s Missouri Battery, of engagement at 
Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No. 68,—Col. Simon P. Burns, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 

No. 69,—Capt. A. A. Lesueur, Missouri Battery, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry, 


re reais of Des, hirty-sixth Towa Infantry, mmand 
battalion and Second Brigade, 4 > 
0. 17.—Gol. William B. Mason, BS rier eee Ohio Infantry, of overtone 
ey April 2-3. 
pi fe 18.—Lieut. Charles Peetz, aiken E, sebind Mickourt Light ‘aculiece 
No, 19.—Col. Adolph Engelmann, portend Ilinois intastey commanding Third 
ee Brigade. — 2 ie 
No. 20. thet; Cok. Adolph Penge Forty-third Tlinois Thtaiteys) eer Pe. 
No. 21.—Col. John A. Garrett, Fortieth Iowa Infantry, of skirmish at Okolona, 
: : shirmish at Prairie D’Ane, and engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. » ; 
_ No, 22.—Col. Conrad Krez, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, of skirmish at < 
vi Okolona. 
: No. 23. —Itinerary of First Seine? Frontier Division, for April, 1864. 
No. 24,—Col. James M. Williams, First Kansas Colored Infantry, commanding 
detachment Frontier Division, of engagement at Poison Spring. 
No. 25,—Lieut. Barnett B, Mitchell, Second Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at 


ae - Poison Spring. b ” 
No, 26.—Lieut, Edward Ross, Second Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at Poison 
7 Spring. E 


5, No. 27,—Lieut, Richard L, Phillips, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at | 

/ Poison Spring. % 

No, 28.—Lieut. Anson J. Walker, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at Poison 

v __ Spring. 

j No, 29.—Lieut. Josephus Utt, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 

No. 80,—Capt. William M. Duncan, Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 

No, 31.—Maj. Richard G. Ward, First Kansas Colored Infantry, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 

No. 32.—Lieut. William C. Gibbons, First Kansas Colored Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Poison Spring. 

No. 33,—Lieut. William W. Haines, Second Indiana Battery, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 

No. 84.—Col. Samuel J. Crawford, Second Kansas Colored Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. : 

No. 35.—Lieut. Col. William T. Campbell, Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 36.—Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U.S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division. 

No. 37.—Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, of 
skirmishes March 23-24. 

No. 38,—Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Caldwell, First Iowa Cavalry, commanding Third 
Brigade, of skirmishes April 2-4. 

No. 89.—Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, commanding at Pine Bluff, of 
expedition to Mount Elba and Long View, &c. 

No. 40.—Surg. Isaac Casselberry, First Indiana Cavalry, of Confederate losses at 
Mount Elba, &c. 


3) No. 


iy! 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 62 


41 Tidak ‘Gil Senne B. Marks, Bighteonth Tlinois is Tatanty, of toxpeitionto 


4 Mount Elba. | ; 
42.—Capt. Lyndsey J. Smith, tenth Wisconsin! Infantry, of action at ' 
Mount Elba. ¢, 
43,—Lieut. Col. Edmund B. es Dwahtyeigheh WWiscoment Inf ,of ex-- 


pedition to Mount Elba and operations October 26, seals 13, 1864. 
44,—Lieuts. Grover Young, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and Frank M. Greathouse, 
First Indiana Cavalry, of expedition to Long View. 
45,—Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, of action at Mount 
Elba, &c. woo 


», 46.—Capt. Benjamin T. Humphrey, Seventh Missouri eer) of action at 


Mount Elba. 


. 47.—Capt. William F. Creitz, Fifth Kansas Battery (improvised), of wig orga 


to Mount Elba. 


. 48.—Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. S. Army, commanding District of Arkansas. 
. 49,—Organization of the Confederate forces in Arkansas, General E. Kirby 


Smith commanding, April 20, 1864. 


. 50.—Returns of Casualties (incomplete). 


51.—Brig. Gen. James F. Fagan, C.S. Army, commanding division, of action at 
Marks’ Mills. 
52,—Brig. Gen. William L. Cabell, C.S. Army, commanding brigade, of engage- 
ment at Poison Spring and action at Marks’ Mills. 


. 58.—Col, James C. Monroe, First Arkansas Cavalry, of action at Marks’ Mills, 
. 54.—Col. T. J. Morgan, Second Arkansas Cavalry, of action at Marks’ Mills. 

. 55.—Col. A. Gordon, Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, of action at Marks’ Mills. 

. 56.—Lieut. Col, Thomas M, Gunter, Arkansas Battalion, of action at Marks’ Mills. 
. 57.—Col. William A. Crawford, Arkansas Cavalry, commanding brigade, of 


engagement at Poison Spring. 


. 58.—Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Churchill, C. S. Army, commanding division, of en- 


gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 59.—Brig. Gen. James C. Tappan, C. 8. Army, commanding brigade, of engage- 


ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 60,—Lieut. Col. W. R. Hardy, Twenty-fourth Arkansas Infantry, commanding 


Nineteenth (Dawson’s) and Twenty-fourth Arkansas Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Jenkins’ Ferry. 
61,—Lieut. Col. Thomas D, Thomson, Thirty-third Arkansas Infantry, of en- 
gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 
2,—Col, R. G. Shaver, Thirty-eighth Arkansas Infantry, commanding edvenite? 
seventh and Thirty-eighth Arkansas Infantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ 
Ferry. 


. 63.—Col. Lucien C, Gause, Thirty-second Arkansas Infantry, commanding bri- 


gade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 64,—Lieut, Col. H. G, P. Williams, Nineteenth (Dockery’s) Arkansas Infantry, 


Dockery’s brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 65,—Brig. Gen, Mosby M. Parsons, C. S. Army, commanding division, of en- 


gagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 66,—Brig. Gen. John B. Clark, jr., commanding First Brigade, of engagement 


at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 67.—Lieut. John O. Lockhart, Ruffner’s Missouri Battery, of engagement at 


Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 68.—Col, Simon P. Burns, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, commanding Second 


Brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


. 69,—Capt. A. A. Lesueur, Missouri Battery, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


of engagement = + Poison fortes Sa ans 
l. Charles De Morse, Twenty-ninth Texas oe ‘commanding Gano’ 
_ brigade, of engagement at Poison Spring. — a 
pg Tandy Walker, commanding Second Indian Brigade, of engagement 
at Poison Spring. 
7. —Confederate Roll of pilates : 


No, 1. 


Eeerengths and organization of the expeditronar rane commanded : 
¥ by Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, ty rf Aan: larch 31, 1864, 


7 STRENGTH. 
Present for| + =| . 
3 duty. 5 g : B ¢ 
a © =I o .! 
’ Command 2 ee: 30 ae 
a S So S As 
gE ae ve 
‘s) a < < a ! z 


A 

a 

a 

DE Pee hte, 19 | 17] 187] ..... @ 

Third Division, Seventh Army CorpS............ssseeceececeeeeeee 193 | 4,62 5,127 | 8,4i1 16 : 

Frontier Division :+ Z gel + 
NSTI on irra srt Us 9 occas ames D siv's Vins» pales delaguwram laine 115 | 2,893} 3,864) 4,979 10 
INE 2S ee Me Naat ah edt Cs talnniol oa > 40 913 | 1,218 | 2,934 4 
Se line PORE AAL OHS PO oT 155 | 3,806 | 5,082 | 7,913) 14 

| EN Ronen tere Oe pene Eee 77 | 2,611 | 3,428 | 4,421 | 5... % 

a nr, ————|_ lt 
IPSS Ge A aes ae ea een Oe Oe epee eyes 444 | 11,162 | 13,754 | 20,942 ) 30 

Garrison of Pine Bluff :§ are | 

Bawalry Brigade ....5.. 0060s ose as 2 1,322 | 1,900} il 
5 Pe NS ie olin oo cae P ; 1,118 | 4,705 |..:... 
Total at Pine Bluff 2,435 | 3,605| 11 


* Both in the field and at Little Rock ; return does not indicate actual stations. 
+From return for April 20; not accounted for on March return. 

¢t Headquarters and First and Third Brigades. 

§ The relation of these troops to the expedition is shown in reports of Clayton and 
his subordinates. 
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First Brigade. 
-__ Brig.Gen. Samunn A. RIcE. | 
Oth Indiana, Lieut, Col, Samuel T, 
: Wells. : 
29th Iowa, Col, Thomas H, Benton, jr. 
38d Towa, Maj. Hiram D. Gibson. 
- th Wisconsin, Col, Charles E, Salo- 
mon. 
Second Brigade. 
e Col, WILLIAM E. McLEAN, 
+ 48d Indiana, Maj. Wesley W. Norris, 


36th Iowa, Col. Charles W. Kittredge. 
77th Ohio, Col. Wiliam B. Mason, 


Brig. Gen. FREDERICK SALOMON. 


| Vaughn’s 


sar 


\ Col. ADOLPH ENGELMANN, ee 
Sa b 


43d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Adolph Dengler, 
40th Iowa, Col. John A.Garrett. 
27th Wisconsin, Col. Conrad Krez. 


Artillery. 

Capt. GUSTAVE STANGE. 

2d Missouri Light, Battery E, . Lieut. 
Charles Peetz. “See 


(Ilinois) Battery, Lieut. : 
Charles W. Thomas, 3 


Wisconsin Battery,* Capt. Martin — 
Voegele. 

* FRONTIER DIVISION.+ A OE YESS 
Brig. Gen. Joun M. THAYER. 4 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 3 
‘Ss 
Col. JOHN EDWARDS. Col, CHARLES W. ADAMS, j 
ist Arkansas, Lieut. Col. Elhanon J. | 1st Kansas (colored), Col. James M. bs 
Searle. Williams. 4 
2d Arkansas (eight companies), Maj. | 2d Kansas (colored), Col. Samuel J. 
Marshall L. Stephenson. Crawford, | 

8th Iowa, Capt. William M. Duncan. 12th Kansas, Lieut. Col. Josiah  E. 


2d Indiana Battery, Lieut. Hugh Es- | 
pey. : 


Fhird (or Cavalry) Brigade. 


Hayes. 
ist Arkansas Battery, Capt. DentonD. 
Stark. : : 


Lieut. Col. OWEN A. BASSETT. 


2d Kansas Cavalry, Maj. 


Julius G. Fisk. 


6th Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. Col. William T. Campbell. 
14th Kansas Cavalry, Lieut. Col. John G. Brown. 


*Manned by Company F, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, 


+ Organized March 21, 1864, for the expedition, 


POST Oe FINE BLUFF. * 


Col. POWELL CLAYTON. 


18th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Samuel B. Marks. 

ist Indiana Cavalry (eight companies), Maj. J Julian D. Owen. ; 
5th Kansas Cavalry (ten com ppenies Lieut. Col. Wilton A, Jenkins. e 4 
‘ith Missouri Cavalry, Maj. Henry P. Spellman. 
28th Bees Lieut. Col. Edmund B. Gray. : 


No. 2. S 


% Reports of Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding 2 
Department of Arkansas. 2 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Camp 20 miles from Arkadelphia, Ark., March 2%, 1864, , 
(Received April 6.) 

GENERAL: Yours of the 20th instant is received. I moved as soon 
as possible. General Banks sent me a dispatch informing me that 
his movement had been delayed by rain and bad roads. General 
Thayer telegraphed me that the troops at Fort Smith could not be 
ready before the 2ist instant. On that day he started. He is to join 
me at Arkadelphia. I shall be through before him. I expect to 

hear from Banks in a day or two. Iam probably ahead of him. 

It is officially reported that a large force of the enemy is fortifying 
at Monticello. ore than half of my cavalry are dismounted, and 
most of the rest very poorly mounted. Acalery horses and trans- 
portation in the same condition. This department is the last to be 
served, my troops scattered all over Arkansas, and still I am expected 
to move on short notice. We have had to haul most of our forage 
30 and 40 miles for months. Still I am confident of being able to do 
my share of the work before me. 

F. STEELE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


te RR 


Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Louisville, Ky. 


* Operating in connection w ith | Steele’s column, 


fas 


The following telegram is just receiv 


<The expedition to Mount Elba and Long View has just returned. We « , 

s oe poten bridge at Long View, burned a train of 35 wagons loaded wae 

and garrison equipments, ammunition, quartermaster’s stores, &e. ; captured 320 
_ prisoners. Engaged in battle at Mount Elba yesterday morning General Dock- 
-ery’s division, of about 1,200 men, from Monticello. Routed him, and pursued him 


een =$ 


10 miles, with a loss on his side of over 100 killed and wounded. Captured a larg 
quantity of small-arms, 2 stands of colors, many wagons, and over 300 horses — 
and mules. Our loss will not exceed 15 in killed, wounded, and missing. We 
brought in several hundred contrabands. The expedition was a complete success, 
details of which will be furnished in my official report, which will be forwarded in | 


seen POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. ~~ 


Major GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* 

Nothing from General Steele since the 28th ultimo, when he was ~ 
on the march about 20 miles from Arkadelphia. - 
Respectfully, E 
W. D. GREEN, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLueck, > 
Chief of Staff. ; 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, April 10, 1864. (Received 15th.) 


GENERAL : The following is just received from General Steele, 
dated— 


FIVE MILES SOUTH OF LITTLE MIssoURI RIVER CROSSING, 
At Elkin’s Ferry, Aprils’. 
Reached here on the 5th, and am waiting for General Thayer tocome up. He will 
probably join me to-morrow night. Leaving here, I shall proceed directly to Camden 
with my whole force. Supplies are limited, and must be renewed before proceed- 
ing farther. Had slight skirmishing in the advance; not enough to stop us. On 
the 2d, Shelby attacked my rear guard, General Rice’s brigade, with 1,200 cavalry 
and two pieces of artillery. He was repulsed with a loss of 100 killed and wounded. 
Our loss, 44 killed and wounded and 15 prisoners. On the 4th, Marmaduke attacked 
with 3,000 to 4,000 cavalry and five pieces of artillery, on the south side of the Little 
Missouri River, and after five hours’ fighting was routed and fled. Our loss, 23 
wounded. Marmaduke, with his whole force, including Shelby, Cabell, Lawther, 
Greene, &c., are in the Prairie D’Ane, 6 miles from us, but will run as we move. 
Hear nothing from Banks or the gun-boats since the taking of Alexandria. In my 
opinion Banks has force enough to march over them, fortifications and all. 
F. STEELE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Respectfully, 
W. D. GREEN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Nashville, Tenn, 


~ 


. ee 
¢ 
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Rockport. I had crossed the Little Missouri at Elkin’s Ferry, and 
_ -was on high ground, having found the other roads to Camden im- 
passable. A heavy rain fell, raising the Little Missouri so that it 

_ could not be forded, and rendered it necessary to corduroy about 5 
miles of bottom and lay the pontoon bridges to get Thayer across. 
He delayed us eight days, which he explains. We were bushwhacked, 
and attacked in front, rear, and flank by Price’s cavalry and twelve 
_ pieces of artillery. At the Little Missouri they had a line of breast- 
works crowning the hills, where the bottom terminates, over a mile 
in extent. After a severe skirmish they fell back to Prairie D’Ane, 
where another severe skirmish took place. The rebels were always 
repulsed with considerable loss on our part and with greater on theirs. 
e rebels fell back across the prairie to a line of rifle-pits and 
epaulements for guns en barbette along a skirt of timber, command- 
ing the Washington and Camden road and the approach on the 
prairie for one-half a mile across. This part of the prairie and the 
works were hid from our view by a belt of timber along a creek, 
We developed their position by skirmishes, and turned their left 
flank, and would have had an enfilading fire, but Price, who com- 
manded in person, withdrew his forces and retreated toward Wash- 
ington. We pursued a few miles, and then turned toward Camden. 
Our supplies were nearly exhausted, and so was the country. We 
were aiiped to forage from 5 to 15 miles on either side of the road 
to keep our stock alive. My spies sent to Banks did not return. 
Those he promised to send did not reach me. Everybody said Banks 
had been repulsed below Natchitoches, and had fallen back. 'Tele- 
graphic dispatches have been received at this place to the same 
effect. One of my spies sent to Banks has come in, and confirms the 
report. He says he went to within 30 miles of Alexandria. The 
rebels had endeavored to destroy all produce that they could not 
consume or carry away for considerable distance around this place. 
When they found we had turned this way they tried to beat us here, 
Marmaduke got in our front and Dockery in our rear, by the middle 
and north roads, and endeavored to hold us until Price could get 
into the fortifications by the south road with his infantry and artil- 
lery, having evacuated Camden under the supposition that we were 
marching on Shreveport, by the way of Washington. We marched 
23 miles the last day into Camden, driving Marmaduke before us 
from position to position. Cooper and Maxey have come from the 
Indian Territory, and Price is now coucentrating at Woodlawn. 
An immense amount of labor has been expended in fortifying Cam- 
den and cutting away forests. There are nine forts on eminences, 
and they seem to be well located. Strategically and commercially, 
Lregard this as the first town in Arkansas, The Washita is navigable 
always for several months in the year to this place, and sometimes 
to Arkadelphia. At present there is 24 feet in the channel. We 
captured a large steamer (the Homer) 30 miles below here, which 
[the enemy] left on our approach. With a gun-boat as conv y We 
can get supplies up thisriver. I expect supplies soon from Pine Bluff, 
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my messengers failed to communicate with him until the 5th, at 3 


that there will be any supplies for my 


_ River as soon as _possib 


portant to hold this place. Red River is less dep 
for purposes of navigation than the Arkansas. I am } 

et : command on the I 

and would therefore eu that supplies be sent up the 
e, to save land transportation 

Rock and Pine Bluff. ae 


I have the honor to be, &c., . 


F. STEELE, - 
Major-General HALLECK, 
- Chief of Staff. 


{Indorsement.] 


APRIL 26, 1864. 


I am informed in telegraph office, War Department, that a copy 
of this telegram was sent to Lieutenant-General Grant last evening. 
, ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
In the Field, Camden, Ark., April 18, 1864. 
(Received 5.25 p. m., 25th.) 


GENERAL: Since sending my dispatch of yesterday one of my 


messengers has returned from Red River. He left General Banks 


on the 13th instant, but brought no written communication. He says 
General Banks directed him to say that he fought the enemy on the 
8th and 9th April, at or near Pleasant Hill, about 30 miles above 
Natchitoches, and defeated him, but was compelled to fall back-to 
Grand Ecore for supplies. This place is about 75 miles above Alex- 
andria. He further says that a staff officer of General Lee in- 
formed him that in the first day’s fight the enemy took 22 pieces of 
artillery and all of General Lee’s train, but that next day the artil- 
lery was recaptured, except 8 pieces. He also says Red River is 
very low and that some of the gun-boats are reported aground, 
unable to move either way. 
Very respectfully, 
F, STEELE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


4 COPY " Lieutenant-General Grant and Major-General Sherman, 
April 25. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
Camden, Ark., April 22, 1864. 
GENERAL: We arrived here on the 15th instant, having been de- 
layed about ten days by bad roads and the failure of the command 


from Fort Smith to join us according to agreement. We have been’ 


bushwhacked, attacked in front and rear and flank, and have driven 


Major-General, Commanding. _ 
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D’Ane. Kirby 


ing supplies in this country for my command. The country is well- 
nigh exhausted, and the people are threatened with starvation. A 


-bearer of dispatches from General Banks has just arrived. I sup- 


pose dispatches of a similar import have been sent you. It is re- 

orted that 8,000 infantry joined Price yesterday from Shreveport. 

rice was undoubtedly re-enforced, to what extent I do not know, 
They are just opening with artillery upon my outposts. 

' I will write you soon. 

Very truly yours, 

F, STEELE, 
Major-General, 


P. §.—Banks was at Grand Ecore when the bearer of dispatches 
left him, having fallen back 30 miles from Pleasant Hill, where the 
battle was fought. aes 


LirtLeE Rock, May 4, 1864. 


P. §.—This letter was sent by a bearer of dispatches who did not 
get through. Another dispatch was sent to you, and one addressed 
to General Halleck, which failed also. 

Very respectfully, 
F,. STEELE, 
Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, Se od 5 
Commanding Military Division of the Mississippt. 


= 


_ Genera: I have the hon ‘ rage 
grams from Col. Powell Clayton, commanding at Pine Bluff, relaw 
tive to the capture of train and escort en route to Pine Bluff for sup- — _ 
plies for the army under General Steele at Camden; also copy of — 
telegram of this date to Major-General Sherman. Permit me toask 
for General Steele, in his absence, that at least 3,000 cavalry or 3,000 _ 
‘cavalry horses be sent to this department immediately, as there are 


RS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
Little Rock, Ark., April 28, 1864 
or to inclose herewith copies of tele- 


here now more than that number who are dismounted. — 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient = 


servant, : 
Z W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff, Armies of the United States. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


PinE BLuFF, April 25, 1864. — 

Three men have just come in from the trainfrom Camden. They 
report the same as having [been] attacked at 10 o’clock this morning, 9 
miles beyond the Saline. The enemy is supposed to be Shelby and 
Cabell. A portion of the train was captured when they left, and the 
fight still going on. Oneof the menisa wagon-master, one a soldier, 
and the other a messenger. I will telegraph upon further informa- 


tion. 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Major GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


PINE BLUFF, April 25, 1864. 
(Received 26th.) 


Captain Magill, of Colonel McLean’s staff, has just come in; he left 
the scene of our disaster to-day at 11 0’clock p.m. At that time our 
force, acting as escort for the train, was surrounded and over a hun- 
dred of the wagons in the hands of the enemy. The rebel forces 
were under Shelby and Fagan, and at least 5,000 strong. He thinks 
the entire train and artillery is captured, and the escort, consisting of 
Colonel McLean’s brigade, are probably captured. Also I received 
an order from General Steele yesterday morning to seud what force I 
could spare to communicate and co-operate withthe train. I accord- 
ingly sent out the Highteenth Ilinois Infantry and all of the cavalry 
at my disposal. The cavalry arrived in time to take part in the en- 
gagement. The infantry are at Mount Elba; I will recall them at 
once. Captain Magill reports the loss upon both sides up to the 
time he left as being very heavy. Had I not better send out a flag 
of truce to take care of our wounded and bury our dead ? 

POWELL CLAYTON, 


Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: . We have. 


entire capture. 
d Eithonit 


the 


Maj. W. D. Grenn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 4] 


‘Pine Buurr, April 27, 1864. 


About 190 of the cavalry train escort have come in; 180 enlisted 
men and 6 commissioned officers are still missing. I think a portion 
of the missing made their way to Camden. About 90 infantrymen 
have come in. Qne of General Steele’s escort came in this morning ; 
he said he staid the night before with Shelby, and says that Shelby 
claims to have 1,200 prisoners. He stated also that a portion of the 
enemy’s command went toward the Washita River with the prisoners 
and captured property, and that the balance under Shelby went 
toward Charning’s Ferry, on the Saline. I sent a flag of truce out 
: yetarday morning, but don’t expect them to return before to-morrow 
— night. 
£ POWELL CLAYTON, 
: : Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
j [Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
Little Rock, Ark., April 28, 1864. 


A train of 240 wagons, with an escort of about 1,600 infantry, 400 
cavalry, and 5 pieces of artillery, was attacked at Marks’ Mills, 8 miles 
beyond the Saline River, on the Camden and Pine Bluff road, at 10 
o’clock on the 25th instant, and after a desperate fight of three hours, 
the train, with all the artillery and the greater portion of the infantry 
and cavalry, was captured. About 300 men escaped and have made 
their way to Pine Bluff and Little Rock. The enemy’s force con- 
sisted of Shelby’s and Fagan’s commands, of about 5,000 men—cay- 
alry and mounted infantry and two batteries of artillery. I was 
informed by Captain Dunham, of General Banks’ staff, and bearer 
of dispatches from General Steele to General Banks, that a very large 
train was captured by Marmaduke on the 18th instant, on the Wash- 
ington road, some few miles out of Camden. This, if true, leaves 
General Steele with only about 150 wagons to supply hisarmy. The 
chief quartermaster has sent an agent to Memphis and Saint Louis 
for wagons and mules. Will you please order, say, 2,000 mules and 


- between Little 
_ for three weeks. 
_.~. “Respectfully, 


ick Jairo, and will proceed to Nasl E 
port of matters in this department. Commt 
Rock and Saint Louis by telegraph has been cut 


Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, _ 
~~ Comdg, Mil. Div. of the Miss., Nashville, Tenn. —_ 


— 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
Little Rock, Ark., April 28, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith copies* of tele- 
grams from Col. Powell Clayton, commanding at Pine Bluff, rela- 
tive to the loss of a train and escort en route from Camden to Pine 
Bluff for supplies. 

In addition to the information contained therein, I am informed 
by Captain Dunham, aide-de-camp, who left Camden on the 24th 
instant with dispatches from General Steele to General Banks, that 
a large forage train, sent out by General Steele from Camden on the 
18th instant, was captured by Marmaduke’s forces, along with most 
of the escort, supposed to have consisted of about 800 infantry and 


cavalry and 2 pieces of artillery. This, if true, and there can be - 
_ but little doubt of it, leaves General Steele in a very critical situ- 


ation with reference to supples. From the best information we can 
get here, he has only enough subsistence to last him to the Ist day 
of May. 

A tein of 120 wagons left Pine Bluff for Camden to-day, loaded 
with scant five days’ rations for his command, and comprises all the 
land transportation in the department, and to make it up every 
horse and mule to be found was pressed into the service by General 
Steele’s orders. 

General West, in command of the troops in the absence of General 
Steele, is of the opinion that our forces will be compelled to fall back 
for want of supplies, but is doing everything in his power to for- 
ward them, and has sent as escort to the train from Pine Bluff all 
the troops that can be spared from the line of the Arkansas, about 
3,000 men, mixed infantry and cavalry, and two batteries of artillery, 
the whole commanded by General Andrews. Permit me to renew 
the request made by telegram of this date, to have mulés and wagons 
sent to this department immediately ; also to ask for General Steele, 
in his absence, that at least 3,000 cavalry, or the same number of 
cavalry horses, be sent as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Commanding, &c., Nashville, Tenn. 


* See Clayton’s dispatches, forwarded to Halleck, pp. 664, 665, 


mee W. Dz GREEN, = z = 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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ort commanded by Captain Toppass, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, which I 
eee renetad Steele vesterda, morning, has retumed having mack 65 miles — 
_ innine and one-half hours. General Steele evacuated Camden on Tuesday, the 
_ 26th of April; arrived on the Saline at Jenkins’ Ferry Friday, the 29th, at 1p. 
 m., and a ery, Salnitday et ighs fi was attacked by the combined forces of — _ 

_ Kirby Smith and Price on the south side of the Saline. After fighting five hours, 
he drove them from the field, captured 3 pieces of artillery and some prisoners. 
_ He then crossed the Saline without obstruction. Our loss is estimated at 500 in 

_ killed, wounded, and missing ; the enemy’s at 1,000. Our wounded were brought . — 
across the river, General Rice was severely wounded. It was evident theenemy 
attacked General Steele with a superior force. Our tr fought most gallantly. 

Particular praise is given to Kansas colored troops for their stubborn valor. Gen- 

eral Steele’s army is in excellent spirits. 

: Cc. C. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier- 


General Carr, with 2,200 cavalry, came into Little Rock at 9 
o'clock this morning, He left the Saline at 5 p. m., the 29th ul- 
timo. Thirty thousand rations have been sent from Pine Bluff to 
General Steele. Troops are being .concentrated at Little Rock to. 
meet an attack, 

Very respectfully, 
: W. D. GREEN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, 
: Nashville, Tenn. 


t 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, May 4, 1864. 


GENERAL: I sent you dispatches from Camden on the 18th ultimo, 
iving an account of the operations of my command up to that date. 
Sah of my dispatches of subsequent date did not get through, I 
shall send Colonel Manter, chief of my staff, as bearer of dispatches. 
He is well acquainted with everything relating to this department, 
and will be able to give any information on the subject which may 
be required ; and any suggestions, aside from written instructions, 
which it may be thought advisable to send me, would be faithfully 

delivered to me. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
F. STEELE, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W, HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, 
Little Rock, May 4, 1864. 
GENERAL: On my arrival at this place night before last I learned 
that my dispatches from Camden up to the 18th ultimo had been 
forwarded to you, and also dispatches from Colonel Clayton and 
General Andrews giving imperfect accounts of subsequent events. 


that Price had been re-enforced by 8,000 infantry from Shreveport. 
In the evening of this day he opened with artillery upon my out- 
posts. Captain Dunham returned with dispatches to General Banks, 
informing him of my inability to advance on account of a want of 
supplies and the superior rebel force in front of me. He had sent 
me a request to move forward at once and join him on Red River. 
On the night of the 25th, we learned that the train, the artillery, and 
most of the infantry of the escort had been captured by a force 
under Fagan, said to be 5,000 or 6,000 strong. This force must have 
crossed the Ouachita 50 or 60 miles below Camden, as my cavalry 
scouting parties and spies reported the country all clear between the 
Moro =r Washita, and that no crossing of the river by rebels 
could be heard of. The rebels came up between the Moro and Saline 
and attacked the train about 8 miles from the crossing on the latter 
in the Moro Swamp. Our troops fought gallantly, but were over- 
whelmed by a dash of the rebels. Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, their 
gallant commander, was severely wounded and taken prisoner. 
About 500 veterans of the First [owa Cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Caldwell, going on furlough, were a few miles in rear of 
the train when it was attacked. On hearing the firing they pressed 
forward, but were met by a superior force and fighting fell back. 
I sent all of my available cavalry to their support. They returned 
to Camden, having lost 1 lieutenant captured and a few men 
wounded. They captured a rebel captain and killed a colonel, who 
led the attack upon them. 

We received information through prisoners, deserters, and spies 
that Kirby Smith had come up with re-enforcements from Shreve- 
port, and was present at the cannonading on our outposts on the 22d. 
If we had been supplied at Camden I could have held the place 
against Kirby Smith’s entire force, but on learning that my commu- 
nications were effectually interrupted, and that the line of the 
Arkansas was threatened by so large a force of the enemy, I decided 
to fall back at once. The ammunition and baggage trains were put 
across the river on the pontoon bridge, and at nightfall on the 26th 
the troops commenced to cross, the pickets being kept in position 
until everything was over, when they were quietly withdrawn and 
the pontoon. bridge taken up without any suspicion on the part of 
the enemy that the movement had commenced. To avoid the bad 


‘ 
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ads through t Moro Swamip on the Mount-Eiba road. the mare 
was directed toward Jenkins’ Ferry, via Princeton. Fagan, with 


iderable force, crossed our road a few hours in advance of us, 
2 ieee’ toward Benton, where it was said he was going to cross the _ 
Saline for the purpose of threatening Little Rock. : Sa 
_ _ Our advance reached the Saline at Jenkins’ Ferry at 2 p.m. 29th, 
_ It rained very heavily. The pontoon was laid, andthe cavalrycom- 
menced crossing immediately. The stream was high and was con- 
tinually rising from the rain which continued to fall. From the 
same cause the bottom, being cut up by our artillery and baggage 
trains, was becoming almost impassable and required cordurvying. 
Before the rear of the column got into the bottom it was attacked 

_ by infantry and artillery. No damage was done us ; the rebels were 
kept off by our skirmishers. The infantry bivouacked in the bot- 

* tom, while the trains and artillery were being crossed all night. 

At daylight on the morning of the 30th, the enemy commenced 
skirmishing with our pickets. I suppose it was Fagan’s command, 
which had returned on our rear. The firing did not become ver 
heavy for several hours. I directed General Carr, with nearly all 
the effective cavalry force, to move as rapidly as possible by the 
shortest route to Little Rock to intercept any rebel force that might 
be moving in that direction. The Saline bottom is 2 miles wide on 
each side of the river along the Jenkins’ Ferry road. The rain con- 
tinued and many of the wagons became irretrievably stuck in the 
mud on the east side of the river. Some of the animals, from ex- 
haustion and want of forage, were unable to make their way through 
the miry places without the harness, consequently a good deal of 
baggage and some of the wagons had to be destroyed and teams 
donbled onthe ammunition train. The trains and artillery were 
parked on the high grounds, 2} miles from the bridge, as they 
arrived. They were guarded at first only ny about 1,500 dismounted 
and ineffective cavalry. As we did not know where the enemy 
might strike us, it was thought prudent to order forward two regi- 
ments of infantry to their support. While the crossing was going 
on General Salomon was left with his division, consisting of the 
brigades of General Rice and Colonel Engelmann, supported by 
General Thayer’s division of the Army of the Frontier, except two 
regiments that had been sent to the front to cover our rear and pre- 
vent the enemy from interrupting the crossing. The fire of the 
enemy became re and Salomon formed his line of battle in a 
good position for defense, the right resting perpendicularly on an 
impassable bayou, and the left, which was protected by a wooded 
swamp against anything except, perhaps, skirmishers, was thrown 
back, ‘The reserve was so posted that any part of the line which 
might be pressed could be promptly re-enforced. About 9 a, m. the 
enemy made a desperate assault in heavy force upon our line, but 
were handsomely repulsed, our troops having the advantage in cover 
as well as position. General Salomon asked for more troops, and 
expressed some doubts of being able to hold his position without 
them. I ordered up two regiments of infantry that had been sent 
to the front, and instructed him to hold his position at all hazards. 

This effort was renewed with redoubled energy, but they were again 
repulsed and driven back with great slaughter. 

At 10.30 a. m. another assault was made along the whole line and 
the rebels repulsed and driven off the field, our troops charging them 
as they fell back, The Second Kansas (colored) took 2 guns and 
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and the best teams to be put to the artillery and the remaining wagons. 
The ambulances and wagons carrying the sick and wounded and all the 
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_ Salomon, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, who managed it with skill. 
_ Brig. Gen. J. M. Thayer, although commanding the reserve, was 
_ _ frequently under fire and deserves special mention. Colonel Engel- 
_ mann, Forty-third Hlinois, commanded a brigade of Salomon’s divis- 
= _ ion; 

t Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 


: F. STEELE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALueEcK, 
3 Chief of Staff. 


ADDENDA, 


% Memorandum.* 


General Salomon says : ' 


My opinion is we must fall back to the line of the Arkansas, and that the move- 
ment should commence at once. To go out and fight the enemy would only cripple 
us, and if supplies are exhausted we have no means to get more. 


General Carr says: 


IT concur with General. Kirby Smith has evidently no further fear of General 
Banks, and throws his strength against us. He can pass to our rear and cut us off. 


General Ricé says : 

I am in favor of going to Hampton, leaving this place and endeavoring to destroy 
the enemy’s means of crossing Washita, and then if needful go toward the Ar- 
kansas. 


General Thayer says: 


Tam in favor of falling back to the line of the Arkansas, and commencing the 
movement at least by to-morrow night. The line for supplies is too long, and we 
evidently cannot keep it up. 


* Found among the files of the Department of Arkansas, without date. 


Sc No bar Rela Rocks At 
_ To you, the troops of the Seventh Army Corps, ¥ 
in the recent Sauipe ee designed to co-operate with Gen 


~ movement. against Shreveport, the weer eS comma: 
ders his earnest and grateful thanks. 


lthough you were compelled 
to fall back without seeing the main object of the expedition accom 


_ the reverses of the cu-operating column. This let loose upon you a 
- superior force of the enemy, under one of their best generals, causing 
the loss of your trains, a total interruption of your communications, 

and rendering it impossible for you to obtain supplies. You have 


fallen back over rivers and swamps while pressed by a superior force | 


of the enemy, and this you have done successfully, punishing the 
enemy severely at the same time. The patience with which you 
have endured hardships and privations, and your heroic conduct on 
the battle-field, have been brought to the notice of the Government, 
and will furnish a page in the history of this war of which you may 


well be proud. 
F, STEELE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 3. 
Report of Capt. Junius B. Wheeler, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chief 


Engineer. 


LitTLe Rock, ARK., May 5, 1864. 

MaJor : In compliance with paragraph 490, Revised Regulations 
(1863), and by request of Major-General Steele, commanding the 
Department of Arkansas, I have the honor to submit the following 
report: In obedience to orders of Maj. Gen. F. Steele, the troops 
commenced to move from this place on the 23d day of March, 1864 
on what is known as the military road leading to Benton and Rock- 
port. The bridge train, consisting of thirty-four wagons, with two 
companies of the Twenty-fourth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, under 
command of Capt. 8. P. Barris, the senior officer present, acting as 
pontoniers, moved out on that day at the head of the general supply 
train, The battalion being small in numbers, at my request General 
Steele re-enforced them by a detail of 100 men from what was then 
kuown as the Fourth Arkansas, African descent. These men were 
recruits for one of the colored regiments, and were unarmed. 
Spades, shovels, picks, and axes were distributed among them, and 
they were usefully employed on the march in repairing the road 
helping the bridge train through bad places, and useful as ponton- 
lers whenever the bridge was laid. The advance of the column 
encamped on the Saline River, 26 miles from Little Rock, on the 
24th, It had rained on the 24th, and we found the road soft in the 
Saline bottom, which became badly cut up “before the train was all 
over on the 25th. It became necessary to corduroy a portion of it 
in order to get the whole train over. Upon leaving the bottom we 


ee lished, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you have 
bac the enemy wherever he has met you in force, and extricated 
yourselves from the perilous position in which you were placed by _ 
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cert their utmost strength. “So exhausted were the mules that they 


_ were unable to make but a short march. The whole command en- 


in and around the town of Rockport on the 26th. This town 


__ lies on the east side of the Washita (Ouachita) River, on quite high 
_ but gently rolling ground. It was almost entirely deserted. The 


river here was a beautiful and clear stream, flowing overa fine grav- 


* elly bed. It was fordable opposite the town for single horsemen, 
and was fordable 13 miles below the town for the whole army. I ex-- 


amined this ford very minutely and found its greatest depth, for a 
distance ot 150 feet in width, to be not more than 30 inches at that 
time. This river rising very quickly, and affected by showers even, 
it was decided to lay the bridge across the stream above the ford, so 
as to be certain and at the same time to pass the infantry over. At 
daylight the bridge was in position and its construction commenced, 
The cavalry and train forded the river and took up the march for 
Arkadelphia. The mountain howitzers and infantry crossed on the 
bridge. It was thrown to an island, making its jonath 217 feet. 
From the island to the west bank it was bridged by a.temporary one 
made by the pioneer company of the Third Division. The bridge 
was dismantled, loaded on the wagons, and continued the day’s 
march in the rear of the train. Our march proceeded without delay 
to Arkadelphia. We found Bayou Roche well named, for the ford 
was quite deep and filled with bowlders of considerable size. Caddo 
Creek was a beautiful, flowing stream of about 150 feet, where we 
forded it. The pioneer company, by taking an old ferry-boat and 
anchoring it below the ford where it was more narrow, extemporized 
a bridge of about 75 feet in length, over which the infantry passed. 
The whole command encamped in and around Arkadelphia on the 
29th of March, where the general expected to make a junction with 
General Thayer by the 1st of April. 

Excepting continual skirmishing with the enemy by our advance 
from the time we reached Benton until we arrived at Arkadelphia, 
we had nothing todisturb us or our progress, save the natural obsta- 
cles incident to bad roads and crossing of streams. Scouts and spies 
had been sent in the direction that General Thayer was expected, but 
we could hear nothing from him. - This was explained afterward by 
the fact that want of forage and bad roads had caused him to follow 
another line of march, and in consequence a much longer one. 

General Steele proposed to move his command on the Ist, on the 
road to Washington as far as Spoonville, a distance of 12 miles. His 
instructions were to go by the way of Camden and Arkadelphia. 
From Arkadelphia to go to Camden were three traveled routes by 
citizens—one to cross the Washita at that point and follow down 
the east bank of the river and recross it in the vicinity of Camden ; 
another down the west bank of the river and cross the Little Mis- 
souri near its mouth; and another, well known and most traveled, 
which crosses the Little Missouri River at Tate’s Ferry. Upona 
careful examination all were rejected—the first from plain military 
motives; the second because the first 30 miles lay entirely in the allu- 
vial bottom of the river, and its utter impracticability for a wagon 
train like ours; and the third because of the crossing of the Terre 
Noir Greek, the long bottom on the north side of the river at the 
ferry with the high bluff on the south side, and the enemy expected 
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ur crossing. Ihe general decid Sgechacke 
or 20 alee. and while he threw forward a small 4 
appear he was still upon that road, to turn off due s “passing | 
- through Okolona, seize Elkin’s Ferry, a good crossing, and used often 
by citizens going from a little town called Rometo Washington, = 
“On the 1st, the command encamped at Spoonville. At this point , 
- theenemy were still in doubt as to our course ; for we were near the — 
road to Tate’s Ferry, on the road to Washington, and if General 
_. Thayer followed his original route proposed, or the one we had come — 
- from Rockport to Caddo Creek, he would save a march of 12 miles. © 
- Feeling certain that no enemy north of the Little Missouri River 
could impede General Thayer’s progress, and not being able to hear 
from him, the general commanding thought it best to proceed and — 
hold the crossing of the Little Missouri River. I regarded the Lit- 
tle Missouri River at that time to be a more serious obstacle than 
the enemy. It was between us and Camden. It manifestly takes _ 
its name from its resemblance to the Missouri River. Very much ~ 
smaller, but after a heavy rain the color of its water, rapid current, 
sudden turns and bends and drift wood and snags make it acopy of its — 
namesake, only differing in size. The main stream has a oak grav- 
elly bed where we crossed it, but low banks. Oneach side foratleast ~ 
2 miles the country isa low, level flat of alluvial formation, generally 
of a very dark color, in many places resting on a mushy, sticky, yel- 
low clay, which would squeeze out of crevices and holes wheneverany 
pressure was brought to bear near it. This bottom, passable for the 
ordinary travel of such a community as this in dry weather, was only - 
passable with great labor by an army train, but aftera few hoursof 
rain becomes one quagmire and morass, and the passage of an army 5 
train soon converts it into a sea of mud. g 
On moving from Spoonville on the 2d, the rear was attacked by 
Shelby, who made several vigorous charges, but was handsomely a 
repulsed by our troops under command of Brig. Gen. 8. A. Rice, 
who had the fortune to command in rear on that day. Our advance 
of cavalry developed the forces of Marmaduke and Cabell, who 
were determined to dispute our advance on the Washington road, 
but in accordance with the plans before determined upon, General 
Steele threw forward cavalry and seized Elkin’s Ferry, re-enforcing 
them with a brigade of infantry. While the command encamped at 
and near the ferry and still waited for General Thayer, a brigade of 
infantry, under Colonel Engelmann, and one of cavalry, under Col- 
onel Ritter, all under command of the former officer, were sent back 
as far as Spoonville to communicate with General Thayer, if possible, 
and drive Shelby away fromthe rear. Near Okolona Colonel Engel- 
mann met Shelby and whipped him. He moved to Spoonville and 
returned. 
On the afternoon of the 3d, the enemy discovered our pickets near 
Elkin’s Ferry. Marmaduke and Cabell hurried around to our front, 
and on the morning of the 4th made a fierce attack, but were re- 
pulsed with ease by our forces. It was reported on the evening of 
the 5th that the enemy were felling trees and fortifying in our front. 
General Steele determined to wait no longer but to move against 
them. On the 6th, the column moved, and after some skirmishing 
the enemy fled, leaving over a mile of breast-works of timber and 
earth crowning the hills which overlook the bottom and perfectly 
commanding the road along which we had tomarch. A messenger 
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Rockport when fe passed. It was decided by General — 


~ and 3} miles to the ferry. 
_ back to repair the roads so as to pass General Thayer’s train. At — 


ar at ICI 
Steele to wait for htm at this ic known as the Widow Cornelius’, 
n the 7th, working parties were sent 


ightfall it commenced to rain, and lasted for several hours. 
_ Daylight the next morning showed that all the work of the day 


before was undone; corduroying and bridges were all afloat, the 
. whole bottom nearly was under water, and the Little Missouri was no 


longer fordable, having risen 3 feet. The bridge train was ordered 
to the ferry, and working details placed on the road to repair the 
worst places. It was after dark before the bridge train reached the 
river. The head of General Thayer’s column was on the high ground 
on the other side, and had nearly 3 miles of bottom to cross. At 
daylight, under my personal supervision, the bridge was laid. The 
stream was very rapid, but with a strong cable stretched across and 
fastened to two large trees and the pontoons doubled, a firm bridge 
of 140 feet in length was finished. It was ready before the head of 
his column reached the bank, and passed his whole command and 
train without any delay or hinderance. His whole train was across, 
but all of it did not get out of the bottom that night. 

The whole command moved on the 10th for Prairie D’Ane. ~ You 
will perceive by the map that we were on the direct road to Spring 
Hill, which was on the road and the nearest way to Shreveport—a 
road traveled by the rebels more than the one by Washington and 
Fulton. The road leading from Camden to Washington intersects 
this road nearly at right angles on the prairie. The enemy occupied 
the ground in front of the junction of these roads, under command 
of General Price, who had here concentrated all his forces that were 
available. Their position was a good one and well chosen, on a gentle 
swelling ridge, with their flanks resting in the timbered land. We 
had to advance our front over the open ground in easy range, while 
our skirmishers drove in their flankers. The skirmish was brisk, 
and the enemy used their artillery freely, but we easily drove them 
from their position and held it. After nightfall they gallantly 
charged one of our batteries, but were repulsed. They fell back on 
the right-hand road, which leads to Washington. General Steele 
moved against them the next day as soon as he got his troops in line 
of battle, but night came on before we had crossed the prairie. 

The men laid under arms and resumed the movement at daylight 
of the 12th, turning the left of the enemy’s position, causing him to 
evacuate nearly a mile of rifle-pits, with positions for artillery, and 
nearly a mile of felled timber thrown up as breast-works. Cavalry 
were thrown forward on this road as if it was the intention to follow 
on, while the main column with train took the road to Camden. 
The head of the column encamped on the Terre Rouge Creek that 
night. The bottom for 1 mile was so bad that the command was 
delayed very much the next day in crossing. All that I have said 
about the Little Missouri bottom applies even more forcibly to this 
stream. The next obstacle was Cypress Bayou, as it is on the maps, 
but called by the country people Caney. Here two bridges had to 
be repaired, and some corduroying to be done. From this point until 
we reached Camden the aa was good. While the advance was 
crossing the Terre Rouge Creek the rear was attacked by the cnet 
General Thayer had command of the rear and drove them bac 
scattering them with ease. 
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gallant resistance, at a point 14 miles from Camden, he was quickly — 

driven from his position and followed up so closely that no line was — 

_ formed between that point and Camden, the advance marching in 

and taking possession of the city and works before dark, having — 

marched 21 miles and fought quite a battle on that day, the 15th. — 

~ Under orders from General Steele, I laid the pontoon bridge across _ 

the Washita River at a point opposite the town connecting with the — 

toad to Pine Bluff. At this place the length of the bridge was 265 ~~ 

feet. The rest of the time that Iwas in Camden was devoted toa — 

~ careful reconnaissance of our whole front. A tracing of the map* _ 
of the town of Camden, with the position of the forts, made under 
my direction by Lieut. F. Sommer, Twenty-ninth Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry, who acted as assistant engineer on this campaign, accom- 

panies this report. 

We had received rumors that General Banks had met with a 
severe repulse on Red River. This was confirmed by the arrival of 

_ an aide-de-camp of that general, who acknowledged the defeat and 
brought a request that General Steele would move immediately for- 
ward and join him on Red River. To suppose that a force of about 
12,000 men, without supplies, ammunition scant, could move overa > 
country nearly barren of forage and exhausted of supplies, inthe  — 
face of an active and exultant enemy, under the command of-one of ; 
the most energetic and skillful of the rebel generals, and then to = 
cross a river like the Red to make a junction with General Banks’ 
forces, leaving all this country open, was so absurd that General 4 
Steele did not entertain it for one moment. The results of the past : 
few days prove the accuracy of General Steele’s judgment. 

The command had marched the whole distance on half rations of 
hard bread, quarter rations of bacon, and full rations of coffee and 
salt, relying on the country for the filling out of the ration, and of 
this short allowance we had very little left. The country was for- 
aged: around for corn to supply the place of bread and forage for 
our suffering animals. It was on one of these foraging expeditions 
for corn that we lost the train captured by the enemy on the 18th. 

On the 20th, we received a supply train of ten days’ rations, in the 
same proportion as before mentioned. This train was immediately 
sent back for a fresh supply, leaving Camden on the 23d, protected 
by an entire brigade of infantry, four pieces of artillery, and a 
proper proportion of cavalry. . On the evening of the 25th, we heard 
of its capture. Scouting parties had gone up and down the east 
bank of the Washita for 30 miles before it started, and no evidence 
of the enemy was seen. We have since learned that they made a 
forced march of 48 miles on the 24th and 8 miles on the morning of 
the 25th, having crossed the Washita nearly 50 miles below Camden, 
This event showed the precarious nature of our supplies. 

Our scouting parties in the front had succeeded in capturing pris- 
oners who claimed to belong to infantry divisions of the enemy. 
Our spies, deserters coming into our lines, and stories told us by the 
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was the 27th. The army encamped at Princeton on the 28th. The 
_ 29th saw us at Jenkins’ Ferry on the Saline River, where the direct 
2 road leads to Little Rock, and also a fair road to Pine Bluff. The 
___river was too deep to ford, and the pontoon train was hurried up, 
thrown across under my direction and personal supervision, and 
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failed. The rain came down in torrents, putting out many of the 
fires, the men became exhausted, and both they and the animals 
sank down in the mud and mire, wherever they were, to seek a few 
hours’ repose. At daylight we resumed our labors, and by 11 a. m, 
everything was across the river except the infantry and one section 
of artillery. During this timeasevere engagement was going on and 
lasted until 12.30 p. m., at which hour, the enemy having been badly 
beaten, our troops were withdrawn to the east side of the river. The 
last of the infantry had crossed before 2.05 p.m. Our troops, with 
artillery, were drawn up on the bank protecting the bridge until it was 
decided totake it up. The bridge was kept intact for three-quarters 
of an hour longer to allow such stragglers or wounded who may have 
loitered behind to pass over. One of the hospital attendants from the 
hospital on the battle-field having arrived with a message from the 
surgeon in charge to his brigade commander, having stated that 
there were no men on the road, I, acting under the orders of Major- 
General Steele, gave the command for dgstroying the bridge. The 
reason for this order was our inability to carry it with us. It had 
in the natural course of the train become the rear. The mulescould 
scarcely pull the wagons, much less when loaded, and over such a 
road it was impossible to get it along. The pontoons were very 
much the worse for wear, and several were worn out, so as no longer 
to be reliable. It was destroyed by cutting each compartment with 
an ax and piercing them with the bayonet. Many of the chesses were 
split with axes and then thrown in the stream, and some of the balks 
were thrown in after cutting them in two parts. The bridge was 


Allow me to call the attention of the general commanding to the 
ever prompt and cordial co-operation of Lieut. F. Sommer, ane 
ninth [owa Volunteer Infantry, in all my duties while on the march. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. WHEELER, 
Captain of Engineers, Chief Engineer. 


Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Capt. Charles A. Henry, Assistant Quartermaster, U. S. 
Army, Chief Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, ARK. EXPDN., 
In the Field, May 12, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the hofior to report that on the 12th day of March 
IT was ordered by Maj. Gen. F. Steele, commanding Seventh Army 
Corps and Department of Arkansas, to accompany the expedition 
which was about to start for the Red River, as chief quartermaster 
on the staff of the major-general commanding. There being no offi- 
cer of the quartermaster’s department detailed to relieve me in the 
duties of depot quartermaster of the Department of Arkansas, I 
placed the business connected with that office in charge of Mr. George: 
A. Gannett, my chief clerk, and on the 23d day of March I left this 


transportation of the expedition. |The section pane 
ich the expedition pedition. The section of coun- 
ly destitute of forag 


al i e, but by great exertions we were — 
nabled to keep our transportation ‘in as ool ee 
_ it was when we left Little Rock. The spring rains had already com- 
_menced, swelling the streams and cas the roads in a terrible 
- condition. After pee the Saline River 25 miles south of this  — 
post, I was obliged to bui Poni roads a greater portion of the 
_ distance. Our column was constantly harassed by the enemy’s cav- 
__alry during the entire campaign, making it impossible to send out 
_ forage trains unless accompanied by large escorts. ‘The pontoon 
_ bridge which we brought from Little Rock-was laid over the Oua- 
chita River at Rockport on the 27th day of March, and a successful 
_ crossing was effected without the loss of a single animal or wagon. 
- The forage which was brought from Little Rock was entirely ex- 
hausted at that point. Not having enough transportation to make 
up a forage train at Little Rock, I placed several days’ forage in 
each wagon attached to the expedition, hoping that we would find 
and be enabled to procure sufficient corn from the country after ad- 
vancing 70 or 80 miles. I was compelled to depend upon a section 
of Eanty. for forage which had been occupied by the entire cavalry 
force of the enemy during the past winter. As our forces advanced 
the guerrillas destroyed all the corn they could not use. 

The expedition reached Arkadelphia, Ark., 90 miles south of Little 
Rock, on the 29th of March, without any loss. We remained at that 
place several wee sauce? to be joined by the Army of the Frontier, 
under command of Brigadier-General Thayer, which was expected 
to reach Arkadelphia on the 30th. While at that place I organized 
a forage train and was enabled to procure sufficient forage to supply 
the command. I also seized and procured afew horses and mules to 
fill up broken-down teams. Nothing of interest occurred after leay- 
ing Arkadelphia until the second day, when we were attacked by 
the enemy in force. The main attack was made on the rear portion 
of the train, which was guarded by General Rice, who repulsed the 
enemy, punishing them severely. No wagons were lost during the 
engagement and the trains moved with the army up to the Little 
Missouri River, which was crossed after a severe engagement with. - 
Marmaduke’s command without incurring any loss to our transpor- 
tation. We remained encamped on the south side of the river for 
two days, until the Army of the Frontier came up. 

In the meanwhile the Little Missouri River had become so swollen 
by recent rains that it became necessary to lay down the pontoon 
bridge, and they were crossed without any loss whatever. This 
division had been delayed in their march by reason of the enormous 
trains and the condition of the public animals belonging to the com- 
mand. General Thayer’s command consisted of six regiments of 
infantry, three regiments of cavalry, and two batteries, with over 
300 wagons, there being as many as twenty-two wagons to a single 
regiment. I procured an order from the major-general command- 
ing reducing the transportation of the command down to the amount 
allowed the other divisions of the Seventh Army Corps. (Inclosed 
please find copy of the order.*) Nothing of interest occurred until 
reaching Camden, April 15. Up to this date we had lost no trans- 
portation ; all the wagons with which I started from Little Rock 
were brought into Camden; also those of General Thayer’s com- 
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- were about 800 wagons and nearly 12,000 public animals with t 
command on the 15th day of April. The difficulty of procurin 


_. forage occasioned great uneasiness, as we were without any base of — 
supplies and with an active enemy in front. The country about — 
Camden contained quite an amount of corn, but the enemy sent out — 
bands of cavalry to burn and destroy all corn and other supplies that — 
could be found. The chief:commissary of the army had made requi- — 
sitions on me for corn for the men of the command, as our supplies of - 
breadstuffs were entirely exhausted, and it was thought best to try 
and procure sufficient corn to furnish half allowance of forage and — 
one-fourth rations of meal to the men. I accordingly made up, 


under the directions of the major-general commanding, a forage 
train consisting of 177 wagons on the 17th of April, and sent them 
out some 16 miles to a point where I knew of there being some 5,000 
bushels of corn. The trains reached the place and found that about 
2,500 had been burnt that day, yet loaded 141 wagons and returned 


to within 12 miles of Camden, when they were attacked by the © 


enemy, commanded by General Price, some 8,000 strong, and after 
a desperate resistance by the escort, in which we lost 240 killed and 
wounded, the entire train was captured and destroyed by him. 

On the night of the 16th, a steamer laden with corn (about 3,000 
bushels) was captured by our cavalry at a point on the Ouachita 
River 30 miles below Camden and brought up to that place. My for- 
age parties also found small lots of corn secreted, and the Union peo- 
ple of the place reported to me the amount of corn they had, which 
I purchased, giving vouchers for, <A train of 150 wagons, laden 
with subsistence, ordnance, and quartermaster’s stores, reached 
Camden on the 20th of April from Pine Bluff, which was a great 
relief to the command. On the 22d, they were ordered back to Pine 
Bluff, Ark., and I added 61 additional wagons to the train, making 
211 wagons. On the 25th, they were attacked at a point about 30 
miles north of Camden by 6,000 cavalry under command of General 
Fagan, and the entire train was captured. Nearly 300 of the escort 
were killed and wounded. It being impossible to procure forage 
and subsistence for the command, and the rebel General Kirby Smith 
having joined General Price with a large force of infantry from 
Shreveport, at a council of war held on the night of the 25th, it was 
decided to abandon the line of Ouachita and fall back to Little Rock, 
distant 120,miles. I received orders to destroy such wagons and 
stores as could not be removed for lack of animals, which was. ac- 
cordingly done on the night of the 26th, while the army was crossing 
the pontoon bridge over the Ouachita. A large number of animals 
had broken down on account of having no forage, and I was forced 
to destroy ninety-two wagons and a large amount of harness. Sey- 
eral hundred mules were driven along with the command, hoping to 
be enabled to get them through to Little Rock; most of them were 
abandoned, however, on the march. Forage was procured for the 
animals the first day after leaving Camden, but were destitute: after 
that time until we reached Little Rock (six days). 

The command reached the Saline River on the 29th of April; 
the pontoon bridge was laid and the crossing commenced, which 


rations of the men being exhausted, an order was issued to-destroy 
all the wagons except those attached to the different headquarters, 
the ammunition, and the ambulances, which was done on the night 
of the 30th of April, and the march resumed at daylight. 

The command reached this place May 3, with the ammunition 
train, ambulances, and headquarters wagons (some 200 wagons in 
all). The animals had not been out of harness for six days, and en- 
tirely exhausted. I mounted the wounded and foot-sore men on the 
animals that were taken from the wagons. I also supplied all the 
batteries with mules to take the place of broken-down horses. No 
artillery was abandoned during the campaign, and whenever the 
teams gave out I pressed the animals belonging to sutlers and others. 

4 At my request the commanding general detailed Lieut. E. P. 

Pearce, regimental quartermaster Raurrcoren i Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, to report to me, and was by me assigned to duty as acting 
assistant quartermaster in charge of clothing, camp and garrison 
equipage, quartermaster’s stores, and land transportation at the post 
of Camden, Ark., and continued in the full discharge of the duties 
of this position until the army arrived at Little Rock. Lieutenant 
Pearce entered upon the duties of depot quartermaster about the 
20th of April, and was a faithful and efficient officer, discharging all 
the duties of this arduous position, and often under the most em- 
barrassing circumstances, with marked ability and success. (See 
inclosed circular of assignment to duty.) On the 4th of May I was 
relieved from duty as depot quartermaster at this place by Capt. J. 
G. Haskell, assistant quartermaster, who arrived at this post while I 
was in the field. I am’now engaged in transferring to him. The 
amount of clothing, camp and garrison equipage for which I am 
accountable as depot quartermaster is very large, comprising nearly 
complete outfits for 40,000 men for eight months. The transfer will 
consequently require some time, and will probably be completed 
about the 1st of June. 

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HENRY, 
Capt. and Asst. Quartermaster, Chief Quartermaster. 


Brig. Gen, M. C. MEIGs, 
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army. 
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‘Lieut. Georck O. SOKALSKI, = Laas 
- Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ark. wpdn., Camden, Arke: 

| tail of ont 


~ Lieutenant: I have the honor to request that a detail of one 
regiment of cavalry and one regiment of infantry, and also a section 
of a battery, be made to act as an escort for 150 or 200 forage wag-— 
- -ons, which I propose to send out to-morrow for forage some 15 miles — 
onthe Washington road. Wiil you have the kindness to order the. 
officer in command of the escort to report at my office at 5a, m. to- ~~ 
morrow, April 17. eee Cine 
: Tam, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, —_— 
C. A. HENRY, $71 
Capt. and Asst. Q. M., Chief Quartermaster Ark. Hapdn. — 


{Indorsement. ] 
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Respectfully referted to Brigadier-General Thayer, who will de- 
- tail 200 cavalry, one regiment of infantry, and two pieces of artillery 
to guard the train. The commanding officer with his escort will 
report at General Thayer’s headquarters at 5 a. m. of to-morrow, 
when he will be met by’an officer of the quartermaster’s department, 
who will point out the place at which the forage will be gathered. 
By order of Major-General Steele : = 
GEO. O. SOKALSKY, . 
First Lieut., Second Cav., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
. OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
In the Field, Camden, Ark., April 19, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. STEELE, 
Comdg. Dept. of Arkansas, &c., Camden, Ark. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that a forage train, consist- 
ing of 177 empty wagons, which was sent out from this post for corn 
on the morning of the 17th instant, some 18 miles on the Washing- 
ton road, at which 141 of the wagons were loaded, was captured yes- 
terday by the enemy, commanded by General Price in person, on its 
return, some 12 miles west of this place. The wagon-master in 
charge of the train informs me that the rebel cavalry had burned a 
lot of 2,500 bushels of corn the day before the train arrived, and 
that he understood from the people along the road that all the corn 
remaining in the country was now being burned by squads of cay- 
alry detached for that purpose from Marmaduke’s command. 

I would, general, most respectfully represent that we have only 
half forage for the animals of this command for one day, and in 
view of the alarming scarcity of forage along the line of the 
Ouachita, I beg leave to suggest that all the worthless animals at- 
tached to this command be collected and turned out to graze in the 
canebrakes within our lines under charge of a suitable guard. There 
are now over 10,000 animals attached to this command for which it 
will be impossible to provide forage after the next two or three days. 
I believe that over 2,000 worthless horses and mules could be collected, 
and thus relieve us from the necessity of procuring forage for them, 


-  Capt.and Asst. Quartermaster. 
3 Se oe ee [Inclosure No. 3.] - ree, 
_ HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., © 
| ai ee OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, > 
re? In the Field, Camden, April 25, 1864. 
j. Gen. F. STEELE, Ke: 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps and Dept. of Arkansas: 
~ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the wagon train of 211 
wagons which left this poston the 23d instant for Pine Bluff, for 
_ the purpose of loading with subsistence stores for the use of this 
command, was captured by the enemy, under command of General cs 
Fagan, to-day at a point some 30 miles north of this post. I am in- aa 
formed, general, by Mr. Coles, wagon-master in charge of the train, 
_ that a portion of the wagons were set on fire by shells from the 
- enemy’s artillery and entirely consumed, and that about 150 fell into 
the hands of the enemy. most respectfully beg leave, general, - 
again to call your attention to the impossibility of procuring forage 
for the public animals in this command. Our losses of animals by 
* capture will amount to some 2,000. Since leaving Little Rock the 
_- wagoners have brought in from the two captured trains quite a 
_ number of mules, but we have still nearly 9,000 horses and mules to 
f yrowade ree for, and in the present impoverished condition of 
this part of the State it is impossible to secure forage for even 1,000. 
Will you have the kindness, general, to give this question of supply- 
ing forage your immediate and earnest attention. 
I hate the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HENRY, 
Capt. and Asst. Q. M., Chief Quartermaster Ark. Hapdn. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, &C., 
: OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
In the Field, Little Rock, Ark., May 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. STEELE, 
Comdg. Dept. of Arkansas, &c., Little Rock, Ark.: 
GENERAL: J have the honor to submit for your inspection the an- 
nexed statement of the number of wagons captured by the enemy 
and destroyed by me during the late campaign to the Ouachita ; 
also the number of public animals lost. The official reports of the 
acting division quartermasters have not as yet been received at this 
office, but there will be but very little variation from the annexed 
statement, which is based on the memorandum to this office by the 
peseipal wagon-masters accompanying the expedition. 
am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HENRY, 
Capt. and Asst. Quartermaster, Chief Quartermaster. 
[Sub-inclosure. ] 


Statement of wagons and mules captured and destroyed in the ex- 
pedition of the Seventh Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. Steele command- 
ing: 

* * * ** * x * 
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: Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, having reported to this office 


ment of Arkansas, is hereby assigned to duty as acting assistant 
quartermaster in charge of clothing, camp and garrison equipage, — 


: : [Inclosure No. Bl PN 


Hpgrs. ARK. EXPpNn., OFFICE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, mA 
: Camp No. 16, Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 
Lieut. E. P. Pearce, regimental quartermaster Seventy-seventh 


in pursuance of Special Orders, No. 9, from headquarters Depart- 


quartermaster’s stores, and land transportation at this post. 
By order of Major-General Steele : 
C. A. HENRY, 
Capt. and Asst. Q. M., Chief Quartermaster Ark. Hapdn. 


No. 5. . 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. Frederick Salomon, U. 8. Army, commanding 


Third Division, Seventh Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. THIRD Division, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
In the Field, near Elkin’s Ford, 
On Little Missourr River, Ark., April 7, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor tosubmit the following report of 
the operations of my command since leaving Little Rock: : 
This division, consisting of three brigades of infantry (ten regi- 
ments in all) and three batteries of artillery (sixteen guns), marched 
from Little Rock, Ark., on the 23d ultimo, as part of the forces 
under command of Maj. Gen. F. Steele. Nothing of particular 
interest occurred until the 2d instant. On that day the march was 
continued from Hollywood (Witherspoonville), on the Washington 
road, The Second Brigade, commanded by Col. William E. Mc- 
Lean, of Forty-third Indiana Infantry, was in the advance, and the 
Third, Col. A. Engelmann, Forty-third Illinois Infantry, command- 
ing, in the center. The First Brigade, consisting of the Ninth 
Wisconsin, Fiftieth Indiana, Thirty-third Iowa, and Twenty-ninth 
Iowa Infantry, with Voegele’s battery of four guns, all under com- 
mand of Brig. Gen. Samuel A. Rice, was placed in the rear with 
orders to guard the general supply and pontoon trains, and to camp 
at or near Okolona and in the vicinity of the other portion of the 
command, An attack upon the rear from the enemy was considered 
probable, and General Rice was instructed to make such dispositions 
as should insure the safety of our trains. Thenature of the country 
and the condition of the roads made this task difficult, as the trains 
extended to considerable length, and General Rice had no cavalry 
to protect his flanks or to give notice of the enemy’s movement. 
At noon the rear guard, consisting of the Twenty-ninth Iowa In- 
fantry; under command of Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr., and one 
section of Voegele’s battery, was attacked near Gentry’s Creek 
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ona at 10 p. m. 
General Rice to withdraw from the front all his forces except the 
_ Thirty-third Iowa, which was disposed at intervals along the train. 

I therefore ordered the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin, of Colonel 
= lmann’s brigade, to cover and protect the train, which arrived 
in camp without the loss of a wagon. On the arrival of the Third 
_ Brigade at Okolona one regiment been sent to support the cav- 
_alry forces, which'were retreating from the Washington road. The 
remaining forces of Colonel Engelmann’s brigade I disposed to 
protect the trains as they came in. The battery (Captain Vaughn’s) 
_was fired on by a party of the enemy who approached on the Ark- 

adelphia road. ur loss this day was as follows: Killed, 8; 
* wounded, 32; wounded and missing, 5; missing, 18; total, 63, 

Four of the missing have since returned to their respective regi- 

ments, esenrin the number of casualties to 59. The loss of the 

enemy cannot be accurately stated, but from information deemed 

_ reliable, I have good reason to believe that his loss is greatly in ex- 
cess of our own. On the evening of the 2d, Col. William E. Mc- 
Lean’s brigade, excepting the Seventy-seventh Ohio and two pieces 
of Stange’s battery, was sent forward to cross the Little Missouri 
River at Elkin’s Ford, 4 miles beyond Okolona, with a view of hold- 
ing the ford. This duty was promptly performed, and Colonel 
McLean took possession of the position at 9 p. m. without opposi- 
tion. 

On the morning of the 3d, Colonel Engelmann’s brigade, re-en- 
forced by the Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, of Colonel McLean’s 
brigade, and consisting in all of four regiments of infantry and 
Vaughn’s battery of six guns, was left at Okolona with orders to 
proceed with Colonel Ritter’s cavalry brigade as far back as Holly- 
wood, and endeavor to communicate with General Thayer. The 
First Brigade moved on to Elkin’s Ford and encamped on the left 
bank of the Little Missouri. Colonel Engelmann’s command was 
attacked by the enemy at Okolona before the arrival of the cavalry 
forces under Colonel Ritter. The enemy was driven back and 
pursued by the pik Ris aches Wisconsin Infantry, Colonel Krez 
commanding, for 2 miles. Our losses were as follows: Killed, 3; 
wounded, 7; total, 10. 

On the arrival of Colonel Ritter’s cavalry command at Okolona, 
Colonel Engelmann marched toward Fall serocd; which place he 
reached on the 4th. He returned with his command and rejoined 
the division in camp near Elkin’s Ford on the evening of the 5th, 
reporting that he had not heard from General Thayer. On the 3d 
instant the enemy-made some demonstrations in front of Colonel 
McLean’s position. Three companies of the Forty-third Indiana 
were sent forward as skirmishers, and soon ascertained the enemy’s 
position. Sixteen enlisted men of the enemy being cut off. came into 
our lines and surrendered. Early on the morning of the 4th, the 
enemy attacked Colonel McLean’s command, consisting of the 
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- being pressed, by the enemy, I ordered the Twenty-ninth Iowa 
~. Nint isconsin Infantry, of General Rice’s brigade (ander cc 


mand of General Rice), to his support. The enemy retired 8001 


after the arrival of these re-enforcements, the Twenty-ninth Iow 
- rendering efficient service at the close of the action. General Ric 
was slightly wounded in the head during the engagement. Th 
enemy’s force, as nearly as could be ascertained, consisted of Cabell’ 
and Greene’s brigades, with five pieces of artillery, only four -of | 
which were brought into action. In the early part of the action 
Lieutenant Fackler, aide-de-camp to General Marmaduke, was cap 
tured by our skirmishers under Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Thirty 
sixth Iowa Infantry. Our casualties were as follows: Wounded = 
commissioned officer (Brig. Gen. S. A. Rice), 1; enlisted men, 25. 
From all appearances the enemy’s loss must have reached 50 killed — 
and wounded. = 
Detailed reports from brigade and regimental commanders are 
herewith inclosed, to which I beg leave to refer. I embrace this — 
opportunity to commend the conduct of all the officers and men of — 
my command who took part in the operations above referred to. I 
desire especially to notice the promptness-and ability displayed by — 
commanders of brigades, regiments, and batteries, ee 
Recapitulation of casualties up to date: Killed: Enlisted men, 11. . 
Wounded: Commissioned officers, 4; enlisted men, 60. Missing: — 
enlisted men, 23. Total: Commissioned officers, 4; enlisted men, 94. — 
Respectfully submitting the above report, I have the honor to be, 
sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SALOMON, 


Brig. Gen., Comdg. Third Division, Seventh Army Corps. 


Lieut. GEORGE O. SOKALSKI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventh Army Corps. 


Hpqgrs. THIRD Division, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Camden, Ark., April 22, 1864. 

Sir: On the 7th instant I had the honor to submit, for the infor- 
mation of the major-general commanding, a report of the operations 
of my division from the day it left. Little Rock up to and including 
the action near Klkin’s Ford on the 4th of the present month, I 
have now the honor respectfully to submit a report of further oper- 
ations, as follows: In obedience to instructions from the major- 
general commanding, my division left camp on the Little Missouri 
River April 6, moving forward carefully in the rear of and support- 
ing the division of cavalry commanded by Brigadier-General Carr, 
and encamped about midway between the river and Prairie D’Ane, 
near certain breast-works of logs from which the enemy had intended 
to harass and retard our march. In this camp my division remained 
three days, sending out each day heavy details to protect forage 
trains, and to repair the roads in our rear to facilitate the march of 
General Thayer's division, On Sunday, the 10th instant, at about 1 
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commenced to move forward and advanced some 4 miles _ 
re to the prairie, closing the day with a severe skirmish, in _ 
ch the enemy was successively driven from one- position to an- 
er until dar , at which time my division occupied the highest 
‘idge on the prairie, Colonel Engelmann’s brigade with Vaughn’s 
battery on the right, General Rice’s brigade with Voegele’s bat- 
tery on the left, Colonel McLean’s brigade in reserve guarding 

the trains. In this skirmish the Forty-third Illinois Infantry, gal- 
lantly led by Lieutenant-Colonel Dengler, bore a-conspicuous part, 
charging the first height with the bayonet and dislodging the enemy. 
Vaughn’s battery, too, acquitted itself with much credit, moving 
_ forward and taking position with exemplary celerity, and delivering 

_ its fire with fatal precision. The troops of my division lay to arms 

ugh the night. From 10 p. m. until midnight Vaughn’s battery 

and the infantry supporting it were subjected to repeated attacks 
from the enemy; these, however, were successfully repulsed with- 

out serious loss. The night was cold, but the troops, without com- 
plaining, lay out on the open prairie with no fires to warm or shelter 
to protect them. The following afternoon, an advance having been 
ordered, Rice’s brigade formed in line of battle and moved forward, 
drawing the enemy’s fire. 

It was deemed too late to bring on a general engagement, and a 
halt was therefore ordered, retaining this advanced position until, 
_ ajtter dark, and thereby admitting our trains to forage. I then with- 
_ drew my troops and occupied substantially the position of the pre- 
- viousnight. Atdaybreak the following morning, April 12, my division 

was ready to move forward, General Rice’s brigade on the right, 
Colonel Engelmann’s on the left, and Colonel McLean’s in reserve, 
with cavalry on either flank. Skirmishers having become engaged, 
the brigades in advance were deployed in line and advanced to within 
1 mile of the enemy’s works, when Rice’s brigade was ordered to 
change front forward, thereby outflanking the enemy, who left his 
works without any further contest. Halting a short time to rest, this 
division was then moved forward on the road toward Camden, across 
the prairie through Moscow, and encamped for the night. The roads 
in advance having been reported impassable, heavy details were sent 
forward the following morning to assist the pioneer corps in repair- 
ing roads and bridges. At noon the division moved forward through 
the bottoms, and camped for the night near Cypress Bayou. Here 
again the roads were bad, and much labor was expended in making 
them passable. 

In obedience to orders from army headquarters, information hay- 
ing been received that the enemy was attempting to reach Camden 
in advance of our own force, toward evening of the 14th Rice’s 
brigade with Stange’s battery moved in advance, and reporting to 
General Carr camped for the night near White Oak Creek, 18 
miles from Camden, the balance of the division camping 6 miles 
farther back guarding the trains. April 15, General Rice’s brigade 
moved forward at sunrise, skirmishing lightly with the enemy’s rear 
guard until some 2 miles beyond (this side of) the junction of the 
middle Washington and Camden road with the one on which we 
had moved forward. There the enemy opened upon our advance 
with five pieces of artillery. Captain Stange, chief of artillery for 
the Third Division, who, pursuant to his own request, accompanied 
the advance, immediately brought his battery forward and replied 
to the enemy’s fire, succeeding, after a very spirited engagement of 
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_ mishers move on that the enemy was driven forward, and, as 
tunity offered, took his force to the right and left of the road. - 
_ ing guards at such places, I moved the main column forward, Rice’s 
brigade entering Camden shortly after sundown. Engelmann’s 
gade was halted 14 miles from town, and there awaited the arrival 
of McLean’s brigade in charge of the Loci gas and ordnance 
trains. The last wagons with the rear guard of McLean’s brigade 
reached camp about midnight, having marched 24 miles on that day. 
The following is a statement of the casualties, viz: At Prairie 
D’Ane, killed, 3; wounded, 14. From White Oak Creek to Camden, ~ 
killed, 2; wounded, 13; total, 5 killed, 27 wounded. Add previously 
reported, 11 killed, 64 wounded, 23 missing. Total: Killed, 16; 
wounded, 91; missing, 23; in all, 130, including among the wounded — Ss 
4 commissioned officers. S25: ‘ = 
Permit me in closing this report to commend the officers and sol- 
diers under my command. Privations and hardships have been 
cheerfully endured. Wherever the enemy was supposed to be, there 
they have been most anxious to go; and no pillaging or wanton 
destruction of property has disgraced this division. 
: With this I forward reports from brigade commanders, and have 
the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
. F. SALOMON, 
Brig. Gen., Comdg. Third Div., Seventh Army Corps. 
Lieut. G. O. SOKALSKI, : . 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. . 


Hpgrs. THIRD DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Little Rock, Ark., May 10, 1864. 

MaJsor: I have heretofore submitted detailed reports of the oper- 
ations of this division up to and including the 15th of April, and 
have now the honor to forward a report of further operations, as fol- 
lows: During the occupation of Camden, April 15 to 26, inclusive, 
the troops of my command were very constantly on duty as pickets, 
provost guards, escorts for forage trains, fatigue parties, and other 
like duties. On the 22d of April, pursuant to instructions from de- 
partment headquarters, Col. William E. McLean’s brigade, and four 
pieces of Stange’s battery, under charge of Lieut. Charles Peetz 
were ordered to escort a train going to Pine Bluff, the commanding 
officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, reporting in person to Major-Gen- 
eral Steele for special instructions, 

On the morning of the 25th, about 40 miles from Camden, the train 
was attacked by 6,000 of the enemy, under Generals Fagan and 
Shelby, and after a desperate resistance, lasting three hours, wherein 
600 or more of the enemy were killed and wounded, the entire train 
and most of the escort were captured. Our loss in killed and wounded 
is said to have been 250, The report of Lieutenant-Colonel Drake is 
herewith inclosed. On the 26th of April my division was ready to 
take up its march at the hour appointed, but the crossing of the trains 
occupied more time than was anticipated, and I could not commence 
tomoveuntil12p.m, Mean time, the Second and Sixth Kansas Cay- 
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7 nd of Captain Gunther, to patrol the town and prevent all _ 
rregularities, and I take pleasure in adding that this duty was success- _ 
fully performed. The army was withdrawn to its last soldier with- 
‘out confusion or accident. eae == EES 
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_ tom, on the evening of the 29th of April, nothing unusual occurred. 
During the afternoon of that day my rear guard was occasionally 
fired upon, but the march was not seriously molested. This firing, — 
however, was sufficient to inform us that the enemy were following, 
and deeming it important to preserve for our own use the entire bot- 
_ tom, I directed Colonel Engelmann to leave on the crest of the hill 
"one regiment from his brigade, which, with two squadrons Sixth 
Cavalry, Captain Rogers commanding, and one section of 
_ Vaughn’s battery, was instructed to hold the bottom, Very shortly 
_ thereafter skirmishing began and was kept w until dark, the enemy 
pring in such considerable force that I directed one regiment 
to be sent from Rice’s brigade to assist in holding the hills. These 
~ demonstrations, in our rear convinced me that with returning day- 
- light we might expect an attack, and I made my dispositions accord- 
» ingly, withdrawing my troops at 3a. m. beyond effective artillery 
» range from the hill. By this I not only contracted my lines, but 
_ covered my right flank with asmall bayou, rendering any movements 
' of the enemy from that direction impracticable, while on the left the 
_ bottom was more swampy and difficult of passage, if possible, than 
_ that on which my troops were posted, and over which our trains and 
' artillery were being sent forward to theriver. At daylight my ad- 
_ vance was 24 miles from the river. Theintervening country, natu- 
' rally low and swampy, was now more than halfcovered with water, 
in consequence of heavy rains the day and night immediately pre- 
ceding. There were yet 2 miles in length of train and artillery be- 
tween me and the river, which must all cross before I could begin to 
withdraw. I had therefore to hold the position. At5a.m. skirmish- 
ing began in front, the Thirty-third Iowa being first engaged; after- 
ward supported by the Fiftieth Indiana. Deeming this line too far 
advanced, I ordered General Rice to form a new line about half a 
mile in the rear-nearer the river andinthe timber. Scarcely had the 
first line been withdrawn before the enemy attacked the second with 
skirmishers, mounted and partly dressed in our uniform. The better 
to conceal their purposes they drove in their advance a flock of 
sheep, leading our men to suppose that they were a forage party 
from our own-army. ‘This ruse did not deceive us. 
The first attack seemed principally directed against our right, 
which the enemy endeavored to turn, but the detachment of the 
Second Brigade and two companies of the Twenty-ninth Iowa had 
been sent across the bayou, otherwise called Toxie Creek, and foiled 
the enemy’s plan. The attention of the enemy was then directed to 
our left, held by the Fiftieth Indiana. The Thirty-third Iowa was 
sent thither by General Rice, but the assault of the enemy was so 
heavy and persistent that our troops fell back some 250 yards. At 
this juncture the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin (Engelmann’s brigade) 
was sent to the left. The Second Kansas Colored Infantry, of Gen- 


eral Thayer’s command, having reported to me, I sent it to report to 
General Rice on the right, and there it soon became engaged, and 


throughout the action bore itself with conspicuous gallantry. Soon 
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- From the crossing of the Washita until reaching the Saline bot- — = 
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to another, wherever their services seemed to be most needed. I sent 
to the rear to hasten forward General Thayer’s troops, but these with 
the exception of those already engaged were across the river, and 
could not be brought forward in time to be of assistance. Our men, 
however, forgot that they were tired, forgot that they were hungry, 
forgot that [they] were outnumbered, only remembering that they 
were ordered to hold their ground. This they held, repulsing the 
enemy at every point, inflicting fearful damage, capturing three 
guns, as before stated, several prisoners, and three colors; two of 
these were taken by the Fiftieth Indiana and one by the Ninth Wis- 
consin. The Forty-third [linois pursued the enemy through the 
bottom quite to the base of the ridge. At 12 o’clock firing ceased. 
Learning from prisoners that the enemy was continually receiving 
re-enforcements, I determined to withdraw nearer the river, where 
my lines would be shorter and my flanks still better protected. At 
this juncture the major-general commanding arrived in person on 
the field and approved my plan. I therefore proceeded to with- 
draw my forces, slowly and in good order, collecting my dead and 
wounded, bringing away as many as possible, and leaving the others, 
in charge of a surgeon and attendants, at the house which had been 
used as field hospital. The crossing of the river was effected with- 
out further molestation. For further details of the parts taken b 

different regiments in this battle, reference is made to the full and 
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_ Thaveno Eo of the loss in the regiments from General Thayer’s 
command. The enemy’s loss greatly exceeded our own and is esti- 
_ mated to be at least three toourone. They lost 2 brigadier-generals 
_ killed on the field, besides many field and ee officers. The enemy 
~ was commanded by General E. Kirby Smith in person, and from the 
_ best information I can obtain numbered 20,000 men. The fact that 
_ after we had retired the enemy sent a flag of truce to the battle-field 
- is conclusive evidence that they acknowledge us victorious. Our 
_ forces engaged did not exceed 4,000 men, and I cannot too much 
commend their bravery and heroic endurance. Officers and men 
alike did their whole duty. I take pleasure in adding my approval 
to the commendations made by brigade commanders. Brig. Gen. 8. 
A. Rice merits special mention, not only for conspicuous gallantry, 
cool and correct judgment in action, but also for his continual per- 
- sonal attention to his command. During the entire expedition his 
services have been invaluable, and it is not without reluctance that 
Tam obliged to part with him, even temporarily. -My thanks are 
due, and I commend to you the members of my staff for their untir- 
ing energy, their bravery and devotion to our cause. Accompanying 
this I hand you a list* of their names. They have served me well 
and faithfully, and I shall ever retain a lively personal interest in 
their welfare. 

The first part of the march from Saline River to Little Rock was 
through a quicksand bottom; men and animals were completely 
worn out, and it was impossible to bring through the entire train. 
Much property was necessarily destroyed ; otherwise there were no 
incidents of importance. My division entered Little Rock May 3, at 
noon, having been absent just five weeks. During this time we 
imarched nearly or quite 300 miles, much of the way through a coun- 
try quite destitute of any improved roads. The labors devolving 


** Not found; but the division return for April, 1864, bears the names of the fol- 
lowing staff officers : Maj. Calvert C. White, acting assistant inspector-general and 
chief of staff; Maj. George W. Burchard, aide-de-camp ; Sylvester H. Sawyers, 
surgeon-in-chief ; Capt. Anton Blocki, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. James 
Christian, commissary of subsistence; Capt. Gustave Stange, chief of artillery ; 
Lieut. Gustavus Jacobson, acting assistant quartermaster; Lieut. Hugo Koch, assist- 
ant commissary of musters ; Lieut. James B, Schrom, aide-de-camp ; Lieut. Joseph 
Fuess, aide-de-camp; Lieut. Hugo Friedrich, chief of ambulance ; Lieut. Robert 
C. Berry, ordnance officer. 
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loss vere. Brigadier-General Rice, as before 
was severely wounded in the foot: Colonel Mackey, Thirty- 
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Brig. Gen. F. Salomon, in the campaign in Southwest Arhanes from M 
28, 1864, wntil May 3, 1864. 
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23.—The division left Little Rock, Ark., and arrived in — 


phia the 29th, without any remarkable accident. Colonel — 
ann’s brigade and the Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, of General 
brigade, were temporarily attached to the division on March — 


y order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele, commanding Department of 


: kansas. Fz Sera 
April 2.—Skirmish at Terre Noir Creek. 
_ April 4.—Skirmish at Little Missouri River. 
£ April 10, 11, and 12.—Skirmishes at Prairie D’Ane. — 
___ April 15.—Skirmish on White Oak Creek and occupation of Cam- 
__ April 25.—The Second Brigade, escorting an empty train to Pine as 
Bluff, were nearly all taken prisoners. “ 
4 A pth division resumed march from Camden toward Lit- é 
e Rock. E 
» i 29.—Arrived at Jenkins’ Ferry, on Saline River, after skir- 
mishing all the-afternoon. 
. April 30.—The division was attacked at daybreak by General 
Kirby Smith’s forces ; defeated the enemy ; captured three of his 
_ guns; crossed the river and encamped 2 miles from the ford. 
_ May 1.—The division resumed the march toward Little Rock, 
’ Ark., from Jenkins’ Ferry, and arrived May 8, without any remark- 
~ able incident. 


No. 6. 
& Reports of Brig. Gen. Samuel A. Rice, U. S. Army, commanding 
f First Brigade. 
A Hpagrs. First Bria., THIRD Div., 7TH ARMY CoRPS, 


Camp on Little Missouri River, Ark., April 5, 1864. 
CaprTain: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
- 2d of April my command left the camp at Witherspoonville at 8 
o'clock, in charge of the supply, pontoon, and brigade trains. The 
Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, Col. C. E. Salomon commanding, and Fif- . 
tieth Indiana Infantry, Lieut. Col. 8. T. Wells commanding, with a 
section of Captain Voegele’s battery, were placed in front. The 
Thirty-third tows Infantry, under. Major Gibson, was placed at 
intervals along the train, each company being kept intact under its 
officers. The Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, under Col. Thomas H. 
Benton, jr., with a section of Captain Voegele’s battery, was placed 
inthe rear. About 12 o’clock ‘his rear guard was attacked at Gen- 
try’s Creek by General Shelby’s command, some 1,500 strong, with 
three pieces of artillery. I proceeded at once to the field of action 
and ordered the Fiftieth Indiana to the rear to re-enforce the Twen- 
ty-ninth Iowa. Colonel Benton, on being attacked, immediately 
Beploved his men, and with the artillery engaged the enemy, and 


* From returns for March, April, and May. s 
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‘line took the summit of the hill. I immediately ordered a char; 
and they were driven back at all points in great confu ion and with 
heavy loss. We then fell back as rapidly as possible in hopes « 
regaining the train, which in the interval had moved rapidly to th 
front, and which was menaced by another column reported to _ 
under General Cabell, and which was moving from another direc 
tion on the road from Washington. The Fiftieth Indiana during — 
this part of the march took the rear, and were relieved on reaching 
the road to Camden, by the way of Okolona, by a portion of the 
Ninth Wisconsin, with the second section of Captain Voegele’s battery. 
About half a mile from this side of the junction of the road the — 
enemy, having been re-enforced, formed line of battle, opened with ~ 
their artillery, and engaged us again. We rapidly formed line o 
battle on a ridge, throwing the Ninth Wisconsin on the left, the Fif 
tieth Indiana on the right, with the Twenty-ninth lowa in reserve, — 
and a section of artillery in the center commanding the read. The — 
engagement only lasted some thirty minutes, when the enemy were — 
again driven back with a heavy loss and made no further attempts — 
to reach our trains. This was about 6 o’clock in theevening. I pro- —~ 
& ceeded’ with my command without any further engagement, and | 
2 rejoined the residue of your command at Okolona at 9.30 p. m. F 
From 12m. to 6 p. m. there was more or less skirmishing most — 
of the time, and owing to the length of the train, which was some3 
miles, it made its protection a matter of serious difficulty. The offi- — 
cers and soldiers of my command behaved with great coolness and — 
bravery. The Thirty-third Iowa, under Major Gibson, though not 
epeneod, had an important and dangerous duty to perform, and did — 
it well. 
The officers and soldiers of all the regiments of my command met 
my highest expectations. Captain Voegele with his battery did 
good execution. My loss was 8 killed, 32 wounded, 23 missing ; 
total,63. I inclose you regimental and battery reports, which will 
give you the full details of the part taken by each in the series of 
engagements. I also inclose a complete list of casualties. * 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. A. RICE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Capt. A. BLocKI, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., 3d Div., tth Army Corps. 


Hpagrs. First Briac., Tarrp Div., ?tH ARMY Corps, 
Camden, Ark., April 17%, 1864. 
Capratn: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the various series of engagements 
since the action on the Little Missouri at Elkin’s Ferry on the 4th 
instant. On the 10th instant my command met the enemy on the 
edge of Prairie D’Ane, where, under your order, I formed line of 
battle on the left of Engelmann’s brigade and advanced, flanking 
the enemy’s right, at the same time pouring in a heavy fire of artil- 


* Nominal list omitted, 
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er your orders, as the day was too far advanced to make the — 
ult that evening. Under cover of night our troops were again 
ithdrawn to a more secure and better position. At 5 o’clock the — 
_ ensuing morning my troops, under your order, formed the right and 
‘Engelmann’s brigade your left. Preceded by a heavy body of skir- 
_mishers, who engaged small parties of the enemy, we proceeded across | 
_ Prairie D’ Ane, and soon were beyond the enemy’s works, which they 
_ had been compelled to evacuate in consequence of the able manner 
_ in which the attack was planned and executed by your division and 
- the other divisions of the army. On the 14th, my brigade was 
ordered to move to White Oak Creek, and, in conjunction with a . 
brigade of cavalry, proceed as soon as possible to Camden. We : 
reached White Oak Orel about 8 p. m., reported to General Carr, = 
and encamped for the night. Early the next morning, in conjunc- 
tion with his cavalry, we proceeded on the road to Camden; our 
skirmishers and those of the cavalry were in front. Near the june- 
tion of the middle Washington and Camden road we came upon the 
enemy’s skirmishers. Our skirmishers, with those of the cavalry, 
with occasional firing from the mountain howitzers, drove the enemy 
some 2 miles, when they opened upon us with five pieces of artil- 
lery. Captain Stange immediately brought his battery into position. 
I formied the Thirty-third Iowa on the right, Twenty-ninth Iowa on 
the left, the other portions of my command in reserve, and sent out 
sharpshooters to pick off their cannoneeys, together with heavy 
_ bodies of skirmishers, on the right and left of our line, to feel the 
enemy’s position and draw their fire, if possible. General Carr had 
ordered the cavalry on becoming engaged to immediately form on 
the flanks and engage the enemy. About an hour after the cannon- 
ading opened, having learned that the cavalry, owing to the char- 
acter of the ground, had been unable to form on the flanks, I ordered 
the Ninth Wisconsin, under Colonel Salomon, to turn the left flank 
of the enemy, and General Carr ordered the cavalry to co-operate in 
the movement. The enemy soon retreated. We proceeded then to 
Camden, skirmishing nearly all the way, and subject occasionally to 
a short fire of artillery. 
I append a complete list * of casualties in the various actions. The 
officers and soldiers of my command have done their duty faithfully 
and well. To individualize some would be doing injustice to others. 
I take pleasure in referring to the invaluable aid afforded by all the 
officers of my staff during the entire campaign. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. A. RICK, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


— et ee CY DR ar tat od : 


Capt. A. BLOCKI, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


~ *Nominal list (omitted) shows 4 enlisted men killed and 15 enlisted men wounded, 
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J arrived in the rear, when, seeing the condition of affairs, I imme- 
diately sent for the Fiftieth Indiana, which was at the head of the 


train, about 4milesfarther on. The train, withthe Thirty-third Iowa — 


divided up among it, moved on, and was soon in a position to be safe 
from any attacks. After the arrival of the Fiftieth Indiana I 
formed my line and received the attack of the enemy, and repulsed 
him, with severe loss. Ithen moved toward the train, stopping 
wherever I was pressed too hard, and forming my line repeatedly 
repulsed their onsets. After falling back in this way about 4 miles 
T found a detachment of four companies of the Ninth Wisconsin 
Infantry and a section of artillery guarding the Washington road 
until I shouid come up. This detachment of the Ninth Wisconsin 
was placed in the rear, and we moved onthe Elkin’s Ferry road. 
After we had turned down this road the enemy made a most deter- 
mined and vigorous assault, but were repulsed by the Ninth Wis- 
consin and Fiftieth Indiana, and troubled us no more. I have 
already made full report of this action. 

On the 4th of April Marmaduke, with a large force of cavalry, 
attacked McLean’s brigade on the south side of the Little Missouri 
River. Under your orders two regiments of my brigade moved 
across to McLean’s assistance. Having been directed by you to sup- 
port McLean, I conferred with him in order to ascertain his exact 
position, so that my troops could be. properly disposed. I formed 
my command with two companies of the Twenty-ninth Iowa in the 
rear of the Thirty-sixth Iowa, the other eight companies on the right. 
The Ninth Wisconsin was held in reserve on the north side of How- 
ard’s Creek. At this time I saw that Stange’s battery, of McLean’s 
brigade, was in direct range of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and I 
took the responsibility to order it to move beyond Howard’s Creek, 


where its fire would be equally effective, and at the same time the — 


battery would be safe. The forces under my command continued in 
this position until the close of the engagement. On the 10th of 
April my brigade again met the enemy on Prairie D’Ane, where a 
severe skirmish ensued, in which the rebel forces were driven from 
their position. On the 11th of April we moved out with the rest of 
your command on Prairie D’Ane and offered battle, but the enemy 
retired to his fortifications across the prairie, and the attack was not 
made, owing to the lateness of the hour. On the next day we moved 
out to attack the enemy's works, but after a skirmish we found that 
they were evacuated. April 15, my brigade was ordered to take the 
advance to move into Camden, information having been received 
that the enemy was trying to reach and reoccupy that place. I came 
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: ingly sent, and was placed by him half a mile beyond his camp, on 


the 


At daylight I went to the rear to see the Thirty-third Iowa, and 
finding them too far from support, I ordered Colonel Mackey to 
bring in his skirmishers, preparatory to falling back, and sent to you 
for permission to bring the regiment back to the remainder of my 
brigade. As soon as Colonel Mackey’s skirmishers commenced to 
move, the enemy commenced the attack. I then immediately ordered 
the Fiftieth Indiana up to their support, forming that regiment on 
theleft. Receiving aes from you to fall back still farther, I formed 
a new line with the Ninth Wisconsin and Twenty-ninth Iowa about 
half a mile in the rear of my first line and withdrew my first line 


-behind it. The Thirty-third Iowa, which had been without fires all 


night, was now permitted to go to the rear to get breakfast. I then 
formed the Fiftieth en echelon on the left and crossed the detachment 
of the Second Brigade over the creek on my right with two com- 
panies of the Twenty-ninth Iowa. My line had barely been formed 
and skirmishers deployed when the enemy renewed the attack. Their 
efforts seemed at first principally directed to my right flank. They 
were repulsed in this attack, but immediately made a determined 
assault on my left. I now sent the Thirty-third [Iowa to the left of 
the Fiftieth Indiana. The assault of the enemy was heavy and 
determined, and they succeeded in turning the left flank of the 
Thirty-third, driving them some 250 yards. At this juncture the 
Twelfth Kansas Infantry came forward and I moved them up to the 
left of the Thirty-third. They came up with a cheer and drove the 
enemy before them. The Thirty-third then advanced, and at the 
same time my whole line was moved up nearly 300 yards beyond its 
former position. The enemy now again began to turn his attention 
to my right and threw a force across Toxie Creek, which covered my 
right, and moved down through the dense woods and got a raking 
fire on myright. The Second Kansas (colored) came up at this time, 
and I threw them forward in advance of the Ninth Wisconsin and 
Twenty-ninth Iowa to relieve those regiments, as their ammunition 
was nearly all expended. The Forty-third Illinois had moved up, 
under your orders, to support the Abe pe on the right of the creek. 
The Twenty-seventh Wisconsin had also moved up to support my 
left. The enemy now brought up a section of artillery and furi- 
ously renewed the attack from the open field in front of my right. 
After a long, desperate struggle he was repulsed and the Second 
Kansas Colored Infantry and Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry moved 
forward and took his guns. These two guns, with their caissons, 


- expected to follow. -The-enemy now made a feint 
immediately followed it by an assault on the left. T 

-Indianaand Thirty-third Iowa, flanked and supported by the 

Kansas, four companies of the Fortieth Iowa, and the detachmen 


- from the right to that yeh vigorously poured their fire into the 
advancing columns of t i 


for a while, during whic: 
dge-boxes and prepared for 
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of the Second Brigade (which had some time before been move 


eenemy. As this fight was going on while 
I was moving to the left of m its I was struck by a-ball in the 
foot and compelled to leave the field, and from this time I know 
nothing of the engagement from personal observation. After I left 
the field the fight continued nearly three-quarters of, an hour, at the — 
end of which time the rebel forces received their last repulse and 
drew off at 12 o’clock, leaving us masters of the field. Owing to — 
the rain and spongy nature of the ground I did not bring my artiller 
into action, and to the infantry alone is due all the glory of this well- 
fought battle. Three colors were taken from the enemy by my com- 
mand—2 were taken by the Fiftieth Indiana, and 1 by the Ninth 
Wisconsin. ; 

I take the highest pleasure in referring to the gallant conduct of 
the officers and men of my entire command, from the time of our 
first action on the Terre Noir down to the close of the bloody battle 
of Jenkins’ Ferry. Colonel Salomon, commanding Ninth Wisconsin ; 
Colonel Benton, commanding Twenty-ninth Iowa; Colonel Mackey, 
commanding Thirty-third lowa; Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, com- 
manding Fiftieth Indiana, and Captain Voegele, commanding my 
battery, all did their duty nobly and were always at their posts. 
Colonel Mackey received a severe wound in the arm while leadin 
his men in the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry, and Colonel Benton an 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wells had their horses killed under them. I feel © 
it my duty to make honorable mention of Colonel Adams, command- 
ing a brigade of General Thayer’s division, who reported to me for 
orders with the Twelfth Kansas Infantry and Second Kansas Colored 
Infantry. He did his duty well and was wounded in the arm while 
near the line of the Second Kansas. Colonel Crawford, of the Second 
Kansas, behaved with the most mafked gallantry. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hayes, of the Twelfth Kansas, distinguished himself by his 
coolness and bravery, and received a dangerous wound in the thigh. 
Captain Darnall, of the Forty-third Indiana, commanding detachment 
of Second Brigade, behaved well and was severely wounded while 
cheering his men. A squadron of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry 
under command of Captain Campbell, rendered very efficient service 
in protecting my left flank. Colonel Salomon took command of the 
brigade after I was taken from the field. I take special pleasure in 
this connection in referring to the officers of my staff, Captain Town- 
send, acting assistant inspector-general; Lieutneant Lacey, acting 
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants Duncan and Baylies, my 
aides, all displayed the highest soldierly qualities. Captain Town- 
send was killed on the march while accompanying the train escorted 
by the Second Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Drake. Lieuten- 
ant Duncan had his horse killed under him on the Terre Noir, and 
Lieutenant Lacey’s horse was wounded by a shell from the enemy on 
Prairie D’Ane. It is with pleasure that I refer to Lieutenant Wil- 
son, acting assistant quartermaster, whose conduct on the entire ex- 


dikes 


CS a 


RG eae eee 
© Assistant’ Adjutant-General. 
3 gies ADDENDA. 


Itinerary of First Brigade, Third Division, April 2-30.t »— 


April 2.—Engagement with Shelby’s command. 
April 4,—Skirmish on the Little eae 
April 10, 11, and 12.—Skirmished on the Prairie D’Ane. | =) an 
_ ‘April 15.—Brisk skirmish with three brigades of rebel cavalry. . 
_  _ April 30.—It bore a prominent part in the bloody battle at Jenkins’ 
_ Ferry, Saline River. . 
_ During the month marched 235 miles, fought five battles, and was 
- engaged in five skirmishes. 7 
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Report of Lieut, Col. Samuel T. Wells, Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, 
: of skirmish at Antovne. 


Hogrs. Firrieta INDIANA INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
In the Field, April 3, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I have to report that on yesterday, my regiment 
being ordered to the support of the Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, 
which was engaging the enemy at the rear of the wagon train, I 

} hastened tothe scene of action with all possible speed and there re- 
ported to General Rice, who ordered me to place my regiment in 
position immediately in the rear of the Twenty-ninth, which was at 
once done and the flanks well covered with skirmishers, The forma- 
tion was scarcely completed when a fierce charge by cavalry was 
made against the left wing, with the evident intention of capturing 
our artillery, which was posted in the center. The Twenty-ninth 
Iowa gradually retiring over the crest of the hill as a decoy, the 
charge was received at short range, and repulsed with fearful loss to 
the enemy, when he immediately retired from our front. ‘ Our forces 
being ordered to fall back on the wagon train, I was ordered to 
cover the rear, which was effectually done for 2 miles, though with 
constant skirmishing, when I was relieved by the Ninth Wisconsin. 
Shortly after the enemy made another attack, when my regiment 
was ordered to the rear where a sharp engagement was going on with 
the Ninth. Limmediately changed front to the rear and charged 
upon the enemy on our right and drove them from the field. I was 
then ordered to resume the march. The regiment had scarcely got 
into the road when a charge was made by the enemy on our left in 
* Embodied in table, p. 692. 
+From return for April. 


: Lieut. JoHn F. Lacey, ‘ 


oth officer: 


ST. WEBIS, 
Vols., Comdg. Regt. - 


“Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ist Brig., 3d Div., tth Army Corps. 
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= Report of Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr., Twenty-ninth Towa Infantry, . 


of skirmish at Antoine. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-NINTH IOWA INFANTRY, 
Camp on Little Missouri River, April 5, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that on the 2d instant I was 


assigned to the duty of guarding the rear of our supply train. My 


command, consisting of the Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry and one 
section of Captain Voegele’s battery, was formed in the following - 


order: One company immediately in rear of the train as an advance 


guard, followed by the battery ; the main body of the regiment, con- 
sisting of seven companies, two companies as a rear guard, and a 
sergeant and 8 men in the extreme rear. While passing a narrow, 
muddy defile, caused by a small stream 1 mile east of Terre Noir 


Creek, a body of Shelby’s cavalry, supposed to be 1,200 strong, made 


a sudden dash upon our rear guards. The guards, supported by our 
left wing, rallied promptly, opened a brisk fire, and momentarily 
checked the advance of the enemy, which enabled us to pass the de- 
file and deploy our forces on either side of the road. I ordered the 
battery into position and opened fire on the enemy, which was in- 
stantly replied to with vigor and accuracy. After a brief and spir- 
ited contest, the enemy fell back. I then advanced to Terre Noir 
Creek, and after crossing it again opened fire with the battery and 
a volley from the rear guard. Believing that the enemy was endeav- 
oring to flank us, I withdrew my forces rapidly to the high ground 
1 mile in advance. Just before my advance reached the highest 
elevation the enemy again attacked our rear, but was held in check 
by our skirmishers until I succeeded in getting the battery into posi- 
tion and deploying the main body of my forces on the crown of the 
hill. At this point the enemy made a desperate charge, but after a 
hotly contested action of an hours’ duration he was driven back in 
confusion, and evidently with considerable loss. During the engage- 
ment Brig. Gen. 8. A. Rice, with the Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wells commanding (whose conduct on the occa- 
sion deserves the highest commendation), arrived and assumed com- 
mand. My command was now ordered to the front, and was subse- 
quently halted and deployed twice as a reserve, but was not again 
engaged with the enemy. 
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e THOMAS H. BENTON, Jr., 
Colonel Twenty-ninth lowa Infantry, Commanding. 


Lieut. JoHn F. Lacry, — ws 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Maj. Hiram D. Gibson, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, of 
operations March 23-April 19. 


Hogrs. THIRTY-THIRD IowA INFANTRY VOLS., 
Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: In compliance with general orders from headquar- 


ters First Brigade, I herewith transmit you the following report per- 


taining to the Thirty-third Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers, 
during the recent campaign, including list of casualties, &c.: Prior 
to the arrival of our forces at Prairie D’Ane, the part taken in any 
engagement by my regiment was entirely unimportant. On arriving 
at Prairie D’Ane I was ordered to form line of battle and move to 
the left of the Fiftieth Indiana, which was done. I was then ordered 
to form column by division, and in that order I moved forward onto 
the prairie. While crossing a slough in the timber joining the 
prairie, a shell from the enemy’s gun exploded near the regiment, 
Killing 1 man and breaking several guns. On reaching the open 
ground I again deployed, sending forward two companies as skir- 
mishers, with instructions to move steadily forward, which they did, 
driving the enemy before them, the regiment moving to their sup- 
port. In this order I moved forward till the regiment rested where 
the enemy’s artillery first opened fire. It then being dark, the 
skirmishers were ordered to rest in place, and the regiment retired 
200 yards to unexposed ground, and bivouacked. At 11 p.m. the 
enemy dashed upon the skirmish line, but was repulsed without 
injury tous. The transactions of the following day are unimportant. 

On the morning of the 13th of April we moved, in connection with 
the entire forces, through and to the west of Prairie D’Ane, our skir- 
mishers steadily driving the enemy before them. On approaching 
their works on the Camden and Washington road the enemy hastily 
withdrew. From this time till the morning of the 15th nothing 
worthy of note transpired. On the 15th day of April my regiment 
was the advance infantry. Two companies were deployed as skir- 
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e enemy’s artillery, which ‘was o “upon us. 

My regiment supported the Second Missouri Battery* 
a 


ving taken this position, I sent forward th 


; ‘$I 
shooters from each company to assist the skirmishers and annoy t 
- enemy’s gunners. After an engagement of two hours the enemy 
withdrew from his position, after which the march was resumed. 
~ At about 2 miles distance we were again fired on. While awaiting 
orders a shell froth the enemy’s gun burst near my regiment, dan- 
gerously wounding 1 man. A sharp skirmish was kept up for 23 
miles, when the enemy withdrew from our front. Our entire loss in 
killed and wounded when we reached Camden amounted to 1 killed — 
and 4 wounded. I was relieved of my command on the 19th of April, — 
while in camp at Camden, Colonel Mackey having arrived at the 


~ regiment. 
_ H. D. GIBSON, 
Major, Commanding Regiment. 


. Lieut. Joun F. Lacey, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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= Report of Col. Cyrus H. Mackey, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, of = 
operations Apri 19-May 3. . 
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Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD Iowa INFANTRY VOLS., 

Ba? Little Rock, Ark., May 6, 1864. 

: LIEUTENANT : I have the honor herewith to transmit you the fol- 
lowing report of the engagement in which the Thirty-third Regi- 
ment lowa Infantry took part from the time of my taking command 
at Camden, Ark., until its arrival at Little Rock, including a list of 
casualties, &c.: I arrived at Camden on the 19th day of April, and 
immediately took command of my regiment, at this time 600 strong. 
- Nothing of particular interest took place from the time of the evac- 
uation of Camden until my arrival at Saline River. 

On the evening of the 29th, at 6.30 p. m., I was ordered to the rear 
on the Camden road to support Colonel Engelmann’s brigade, an 
attack being anticipated during the night. I stood at arms during 
the entire night, the enemy making no particular demonstration, 
although in speaking distance. Night very dark and raining most 
of the time. 

About 4 a. m. on the 30th, I received orders that as soon as the 
Forty-third Ilinois Infantry, on my left, was withdrawn I should re- 
tire about three-quarters of a mile toward the river and take position 
covering the passage of the troops while crossing. This movement 
IT executed without being discovered by the enemy. This position I 
occupied half an hour, when the enemy made his appearance. The 
skirmishers immediately engaged them, holding them in check for 
half an hour, when I was relieved by the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin 
Infantry. I marched my command to a new position, 1 mile in the 


* Battery EK, Second Missouri Light Artillery, 


hed in good order. The regiment arrived in — 
p at Little Rock, Ark., on the 3d day of May, 1864. Nothing — 
of importance transpired during the remainder of our march. 
_ It would be doing great injustice to the enlisted men of my com- 
“mand to fail to notice the manner in which they endured the fatigue 
and privations of the march, the rations being exhausted on the 
29th of April. For the operations of the regiment prior to my 
command, reference is made to the report of Maj. fe D. Gibson, 
_ herewith transmitted. : on 
x With the highest respect, your obedient servant, = 
C. H. MACKEY, 

. Colonel, ‘Commanding. s 
> Lieut. Jonn F. Lacey, 
; Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. : 


a 


_ Extent of casualties: Killed, enlisted men, 8. Wounded, commis- 
ped officers, 6; enlisted men, 96. Missing, enlisted men, 13. Total 
oss, 123. : 


a 

i No. 11. 

: Report of Col. Charles E. Salomon, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, of 
skirmish at Antoine. 


Hpagrs. NiIntH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
In the Field, Okolona, Ark., April 3, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 2d instant my regi- 
ment had the advance of the rear brigade of the Third Division, 
Seventh Army Corps. I received an order from the commanding 
general to protect the road with four companies of my regiment ata 
point where the road branches off from the Washington road to 
another road leading to Camden, and to direct the other three com- 
panies of my regiment to guard the supply and pontoon trains, con- 
sisting of over 200 wagons, OVINE along said Camden road. I also 
stationed at this point two pieces of artillery of Captain Voegele’s bat- 
tery, under the command of Lieut. D. Veidt. At about 5 p. m. the 
Fiftieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, being in the rear of the column, 
arrived at this point hotly pursued by the enemy. I was ordered by 
General Rice to take the rear with my four companies, H, E, G, aud 
B, and two pieces of artillery. As soon as the column moved for- 
ward I was attacked by a heavy force of cavalry ; | retreated, fight- 
ing till we arrived at the first hill on the road, about one-half mile 
from the place, where I took the rear. Here I put the two pieces of 


dismounted cavalry 2 
strong force; he was suppo % wo pieces” 
fired shot, shell, and canister. After fifteen minutes’ fighting, 
Rice arrived with the Fiftieth Indiana to support me. _ The enemy 
was then repulsed and fell back. We resumed our march in th 
year of the column, and were re-enforced by the three other com 
_ panies of my regiment, A, D, and I, which arrived in the rear at abou 
-6p.m. The enemy continued to attack and pursue us until dark, 
and once more when we were attacked by an overwhelming force _ 
the Fiftieth Indiana was ordered to our support, and bravely 
assisted in repelling the enemy. After.dark the enemy ceased t 
pursue us, and marching on we arrived in camp near Okolona at 10 
p.m. Iam proud to say that all officers and men under my com- 
mand have done their duty. My force consisted of seven companies 
of infantry, numbering 17 officers and 413 enlisted men. 

My loss* during the engagement is as follows: 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, C. KEK. SALOMON, 

Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Lieut. Joun F. Lacey,’ 
: Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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end 


No. 12. 


Report of Capt. Martin Voegele, Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, com- a 
manding battery, of skirmish at Antoine. | ; 


= Hpagrs. CoMPpANy F, NintH WIsconsIn Raat. VOLS., 

E April 5, 1864. 

a GENERAL: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 21, I have the 
honor to submit to your notice the following report of the part 
taken by my battery during the action of the 2d instant: Early in 
the morning I was ordered to the rear with one section to assist in 
covering the train. About 4 miles from our late camping-ground 
we were suddenly attacked by the enemy’s cavalry, with two pieces 
of artillery. I immediately took position and dispersed them. The 
again followed, and I was compelled to unlimber at every command- 
ing position I could occupy, and always keeping them sufficiently in 
check. Leaving the military road to Camden to the left, I relieved 
the first. section with the second, which assisted in covering the 
retreat during the remainder of the day. Altogether I fired 138 
rounds of ammunition. Loss, 1 man slightly wounded, and 1 horse. 

I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
_ MARTIN VOEGELE, — 
Capt. Co. F', Ninth Regt. Wisconsin Vols., Comdg. Batty. 
[Brig. Gen. S. A. Rice. | 


_ * Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 enlisted man wounded and 13 enlisted men miss- 
ing, 2 of whom were wounded. 
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~ commanding Second Brigade, of operations April 2-20, 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BriGADE, THIRD Division, 
Camp No. 11, near Elkin’s Ford, Ark., April 6, 1864. 


___ Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the following report of 
_ the operations of the brigade under my command from the time 
_ of its arrival at Elkin’s Ford on the Little Missouri River to this 
date, peoeecms the engagements of the 3d and 4th instant at that 
place with two pe from Marmaduke’s division, under command 
_ of Generals Cabell-and Greene. Having been notified by Brigadier- 
~ General Salomon on the afternoon of the 2d instant, while upon the 
march from ee of the importance of taking and holding 
_ Elkin’s Ford, | made a forced march with my command, crossin 
_ the river after dark, preceded by a squadron of cavalry sent forward 
as advance pickets. One regiment of my brigade (the Seventy- 
seventh Ohio Infantry, Col. William B. Mason commanding), and 
one section of artillery from my battery, were detached after leav- 
- ing Okolona by order of Major-General Steele to support the cavalry, 
supposed at that time to be engagin, the enemy at Antoine. The 
remainder of my forces, consisting of the Thirty-sixth Iowa Infan- 
try, Col. C. W. Kittredge commanding ; Forty-third Indiana Infan- 
try, Maj. W. W. Norris commanding, and Battery E, Second Mis- 
souri Light Artillery, Lieutenant Peetz commanding, encamped near 
the bank of the river. The day after my arrival occasional firing 
along our picket-lines and skirmishing in front convinced me that 
the enemy were on the alert, either for the purpose of watching the 
movements of the army, of which my brigade constituted the ad- 
vance, or if possible, by a direct attack upon me in overpowering 
numbers, to cut me off before re-enforcements could be obtained from 
across the river. 

Early on the morning of the 3d instant I ordered Major Norris, 
Forty-third Indiana, to proceed with four companies of that regiment 
to the front to reconnoiter the position of the enemy, deploy the 
men as skirmishers, and support the cavalry pickets. e soon 
succeeded in discovering the position of the advanced pickets and 
skirmishers of the enemy, drove them back for some distance, 
peeing them so closely that, the retreat of a number of them 

eing cut off, 16 came into our lines and surrendered. On the same 
evening, being satisfied that the enemy were in our front in force 
and designed attacking us during the night or early in the morning, 
I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Thirty-sixth Iowa, to proceed 
with three companies from that regiment and three from the Forty- 
third Indiana to a position on the main road leading from the ford 
immediately in our front, to deploy his men on the right and left of 
the road, watch the movements of the enemy, and resist their ap- 
proach as long as was prudent, and retire to the reserves when they 
approached in foree. One section of artillery, under Lieutenant 
Peetz, was planted so as to fully command the road and the leading 
approaches on our right and left. 

At 6 o’clock on the morning of the 4th, the enemy approached in 
force and commenced an attack on the advanced companies of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Drake. who resisted them gallantly for near two hours, 
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orts of Col. William E. McLean, Forty-third Indiana Infantry, 
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position of his forces ands 
rewith. The capture by his fore 


_ lieutenant, an aide-de-camp upon the staff of General Mar 
- eonfirmed me in the belief that that general was near us in ] 
- with a large portion of his division, After avery lively skirm: 
near two hours, the enemy having discovered the position of ou 
battery and replying to it vigorously with four pieces of artiller 
- our pickets and advanced companies were driven back upon t 
infantry reserves. The enemy (since ascertained to be Gene: 
Cabell’s brigade, 1,600 strong) charged with a yell upon our left f 
the purpose of flanking us and capturing our battery. Their ap 
proach from the cover of the timber was met gallantly by two or ~ 
three well-directed volleys from the Thirty-sixth Iowa. Colone 
Kittredge’s report of the part taken by his regiment in resisting thi 
charge of the enemy is herewith forwarded, together with the report 
of Major Norris. ‘ 
Immediately after the charge and repulse of the enemy the re-en- - 
forcement sent for by me arrived, consisting of the Twenty-ninth 
Iowa Infantry and Ninth Wisconsin Infantry, of Brigadier-Genera 
Rice’s brigade, but before they were put in position by himthe enemy — 
withdrew, not, however, until a grape-shot from their battery had — 
inflicted a slight wound upon the general’s head, from the effects o 
which I am gratified to say he has recovered. me 
In looking upon the results of this engagement and the great dis- — 
parity of armors of the forces engaged, I cannot but regard this — 
4 encounter as one reflecting the highest praise upon the coolness and — 
| unflinching courage of the men of my command, all of whom ac- — 
quitted themselves well. My entire list of casualties (most of which — 
are slight wounds) will not exceed 30, while the new-made graves of 
18 of the enemy are in sight of our present encampment, and they 
confess to a loss of more than 50 in wounded. My especial thanks « 
are due Col. C. W. Kittredge, Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Maj. W. 
W. Norris, and Lieutenant Peetz, for their prompt co-operation and — 
gallant disposition of their forces ; and also to my personal staff, 
Capt. W. 8. Magill, Capt. W. E. Whitridge, Lieut. EK. P. Pearce, 
and Lieut. Charles J. Eagler, for the assistance they rendered me in 
carrying orders under the fire of the enemy. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. KE. McLEAN, 
Colonel Forty-third Indiana Infy., Comdg. Second Brigade. 
Capt. A. BLOcKI, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. SEconD Bria., Turrp Dtv., ’tH ARMY CorRPs, 
Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of 
the participation of the brigade under my command in the events — 
of the present expedition since my last report of the 6th instant, 
which embraced operations to that date: On the 7th instant, three 
days after the battle of Elkin’s Ford, this brigade moved on the 
road and encamped with the residue of the forces composing this 
army upon the Cornelius plantation (awaiting the* co-operation of 
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1e division under command of Brigadier-General Thayer), where 
the enemy had erected fortifications upon the hills uaa ee a 
- circuit of near 3 miles, and which been evacuated by them on 
the Rae previous to our arrival. On the 10th instant, General — 
_ Thayer’s division having arrived, our forces proceeded to Prairie 
D’Ane, a distance of 6 miles, at the edge of which the enemy’s skir- 
mishers awaited us, supported by artillery, and commenced a vigor- 
ous attack upon the advance. A lively skirmish here ensuing the 
rebel skirmishers fell back, withdrawing their artillery, and our % 
_ forces advanced until our line of skirmishers was established on the = 
_ prairie, a mile from the timber. It being now dark and our forces 5 
having a good position we halted for the night; until 11 o’clock 
_ heavy cannonading and brisk skirmishing continued with slight 
intervals. : “ 
Upon the day of this march this brigade was charged with guard- 
ing the general supply and pontoon trains, but at the beginning of 
_ the skirmishing the Seventy-seventh Ohio was ordered by me to ad- 
_ vance and occupy a position in line on the right of the road, and the 
. Thirty-sixth Iowa, which was posted along the train in detachments 
_ by my order, advanced on double-quick a distance of over 2 miles, 
_ and was soon posted in position on the left of the road on the prairie, 
These two regiments remained in line underarms all night. The 
Forty-third Indiana, which was in rear of the whole train, did not 
arrive in camp near the prairie until about midnight. My artillery, 
Company E, Second Missouri Light Artillery, by the order of Gen- 
eral Salomon, was rapidly hurried to the front and took position on 
the extreme right of our line of defense, where it did most excellent 
service. 

On the afternoon of the 11th, it being evident that the enemy were 
in large force upon our right, I was ordered to take a position in line 
on the right, and co-operate with the cavalry brigade of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Caldwell. ere my brigade bivouacked the remainder of 
the day and the following night, sleeping upon their arms. The 
next day, the army advancing upon the rebel fortifications, this bri- 
gade, with one section of artillery (Vaughn’s battery), marched in 
close column in the center between the First and Third Brigades, 
with orders to support either, as the necessity should require. The 
enemy’s pickets gave way before our line of skirmishers when the 

eneral advance took place, and the small remnant of the forces left 

y them to keep up appearance of resistance soon fled through the 
woods, leaving their long line of fortifications. 

The conduct of the men of the brigade upon the occasion of this 
advance, with-the probability of battle before them, was most ad- 
mirable. Upon the day of the successful entry of our troops into 
Camden, my brigade being again charged with the guarding of the 
general supply and pontoon trains, did not participate in the fight 
occurring upon that occasion. I take pleasure in reporting that dur- 
ing the ile expedition the conduct and discipline of the men of 
the brigade has been without exception most excellent, and their 
willingness to do any duty assigned them, attended with whatever 
danger, most marked and gratifying. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. E. McLEAN, 
Colonel Forty-third Indiana Infy., Comdg, Second Brigade, 
Capt. A. BLOCKI, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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NT INDIANA VOL 
Ree ae a - Camp No. 9, April 5, 
_ §1r: I have the honor to submit the following report of the par 
taken by the Forty-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry in the engage 
ments of the 3d and 4th instant: On the morning of the 3d, for 
companies—Company A, commanded by Lieutenant Harper ; Co 
pany B, commanded by Captain Darnall ; Company F, commanded b 
~ Captain Lane, and Company I, commanded by Captain Hall, and a 
Gee my immediate command—went to the relief of the cavalry 
pickets. On arriving at the front and learning thé location of the 
ground and the position of the enemy I deployed ay force, Captain 
Hall on the right, Captain Lane on the left, and Captain Darnall 
and Lieutenant Harper in the center. The cavalry skirmishers-were 
called in, when I ordered my line of skirmishers to advance. They 
did. so, and the enemy were soon réuted from their position and 
driven before us for the distance of 2 miles, when I was ordered to — 
fall back. My skirmishers pressed the enemy so closely that the ~ 
retreat of some 15 or 16 was cut off, and they surrendered thenmetivon E. 
as prisoners of war to our pickets. Onthe night of the 3d, five com- — 
panies of my command were ordered to the front, three to support — 
the cavalry pickets, to-wit, Company C, commanded by Lieutenant — 
Holman; Company E, commanded by Lieutenant Thompson, and — 
Company H, commanded by Lieutenant Cooper, and two compa- — 
nies, to-wit, Company K, commanded by Lieutenant Moore, and Com- — 
pany D, commanded by Captain Brown, to support the batteries. 
Companies C, E, and H were deployed on the left of artillery, Com- — 
pany H being the center and advance. The attack was made at6 — 
o’clock in the morning, from which time those companies were — 
engaged with the enemy until 10 o’clock, when they were forced to - 
fall back by a superior force of the enemy. The men and officers 
fought gallantly. The remaining five companies of my command — 
were held in reserve on the right until about 3 p. m., when I was — 
2 ordered to take position on the left, which position I took and 
remained in line during the evening and night of the 4th. A list — 
: of casualties has already been forwarded. 
: I am, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
W. W. NORRIS, 
Major Forty-third Indiana Vol. Infy., Comdg. Regiment. 


Col. WiLLiamM E. McLean, 
Commanding Second Brigade. 
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No. 15. 


Report of Col. Charles W. Kittredge, Thirty-six Iowa Infantry, of 
engagement at Elkin’s Ferry. 
Hpqrs. THIRTY-SIXTH Re@t. Iowa Vou. INFANTRY, 
Camp at Elkin’s Ford, Ark., April 5, 1864. 
CoLoneL: T have the honor to report that on the evening of the 
2d instant this regiment crossed the Little Missouri River at the 
ford known as Elkin’s Ford and went into camp upon the south 


at 
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na Infantry occu ying the ground to our left across the road, - 
ese regiments being the only part of the army that crossed the 
river, excepting small cavalry outposts who picketed the grounds to 
our front, the rest of the army having gone into camp on the north 
bank of the river and in our rear. On the evening of the 3d instant 
I received your order to send three companies to the front, with 
orders to support the cavalry.outposts and, if necessary, skirmish 
with the enemy, holding him in check until a larger force could be 
sent forward. I ordered Lieut. Col. F. M. Drake to take command 
of Companies D, G, and A and carry out your instructions, which 
he immediately did, you strengthening his command soon after 
with three companies of the Forty-third Indiana Infantry. A copy 
_of his report I have the honor to inclose herewith, from which you 
will see that he with his small command held the large force of 
the enemy in check for several hours. About 6 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 4th instant the skirmishers were briskly engaged, and 
_you ordered me to move forward with the seven remaining com- 
panies of the regiment. I moved up to the rear of the skirmishers 
_ and a little in advance of two pieces of Battery E, Second Missouri 
_ Artillery, which I found had been put in position during the night. 
rode forward to speak with Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, who was gal- 
lantly holding his ground against such immense odds, when a rebel 
officer was brought in and promptly sent to your headquarters, and 
who proved to be a member of General Marmaduke’s staff. You 
now ¢ame up in person and ordered me to move a little to the rear, 
which I did, immediately observing that the whole line of skirmish- 
ers to the left of the road were giving way and rapidly retreating 
across an open field in their rear. I now formed in line on the left 
of the road a little to the rear of the battery, ordering the men to 
lie down. I received no further orders until the battle was over. 
The firing now being brisk and the battery fully occupied, hand- 
somely replying to a. battery of the enemy which seemed to have 
secured a very accurate range, I advanced my line of battle a few 
steps, my right resting directly upon the left of the battery, the 
men lying down as before, being slightly protected by a rise in the 
ground directly in front. The enemy were now firing rapidly with 
artillery and musketry, and I became satisfied they were charging 
upon ths battery, and as they made their appearance in the open 
ground, I.ordered my command to stand up and fire. Our battery 
now limbered up and retreated across the creek in ourrear. I, how- 
ever, poured in a few well-directed volleys, which sent the enemy 
back as rapidly as they had advanced a few moments before. The 
firing now nearly ceased on both sides. I found that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Drake had gradually and in good order fallen back on the 
right of the road, nearly parallel with the regiment and just to the 
front of the Twenty-ninth Iowa Infantry, who were now in line on 
the right of the road in my rear across the creek, and I ordered him 
to form his companies in their proper order See the left of the 
regiment. The regiment remained upon the field all night, but the 
enemy had evidently retreated. The officers and men of the regi- 
ment behaved gallantly, as they must needs have done to have held 
in check and finally driven from the field, with the aid of two pieces 
of artillery a small command of the First Iowa Cavalry and three 
companies of the Forty-third Indiana Infantry, an enemy 3,000 
strong. Lieutenant-Colonel Drake especially deserves honorable 


the river and fost iy the right of tha ford the Morty third ae 


alist of whom I have already had the honor to TEU eae 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = Sersa te? 
Se . ; C. W. KITTREDGE, 


Col. WiLiiam HE. McLean, 
5 Commanding Second Brigade. 


No. 16. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Francis M. Drake, Thirty-sixth Iowa In- 


fantry, commanding battalion and Second Brigade, 


Camp THIRTY-SIXTH IOWA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
: Near Elkin’s Ford, Ark., April 6, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the detachment under my command in the battle of Elkin’s 
Ford, on the Little Missouri River, Ark., on the 3d and 4th instant: 
By order of Col. William E. McLean, commanding Second Brigade, 
about 5 p. m. on the 3d instant, in command of three companies of 
the Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry and three companies of the Forty- 
third Indiana Infantry, I proceeded along the road running perpen- 
dicular from the ford through the woods to the front, and took a 
position about 100 paces in rear of the picket-post on the road, behind 
a deserted orchard. The picket-post, composed of about 100 men of 
the First lowa Cavalry, commanded by Captain McIntyre, I found 
on my arrival was engaged skirmishing with the advance pickets of 
the enemy. I immediately.went forward among the line of skir- 
mishers until I could observe the enemy’s movements, and from 
close observation soon became satisfied that they were in considerable 
force, and were covering preparations to attack us next morning. | I 
at once apprised Colonel McLean concerning my apprehensions, who 
immediately sent to my support Lieutenant Peetz, with a section of 
light artillery, and ordered me to 4ssume command of all the forces 
to the front, deploy my men on the right and left of the road, and if 
attacked, to hold my position as long as I thought prudent, and fall 
back on the reserves. The cavalry post, now composed of Com- 
panies © and D, First Iowa Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenants 
Ronaldson and Walker (who had at this time relieved Captain Mc- 
Intyre), covered about 200 paces of our front with cavalry vedettes, 
and I deployed Companies D; G, and A, Thirty-sixth Iowa, on the 
right of the road at intervals of 100 paces between companies, making 
D my center, placed at the road. I deployed Companies EK, H, and 
C, Forty-third Indiana, at same company intervals on the left of the 
road, the battery taking position about 200 paces in rear of my 
center, and threw well forward and to my flanks a strong infantry 
picket. I ordered each company to keep up a few watchers, the 
balance to sleep on their arms until 4 o’clock next morning, when 
all should get up and breakfast before daylight. I ordered the cay- 
alry, as soon as attacked, to dismount and send all their horses to 
the rear. Soon after daylight on the morning of the 4th instant the 
enemy engaged the cavalry pickets, and almost simultaneously made 


Colonel Thirty-siath Iowa Infantry. : 
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very determined effort we finally succeeded in driving back the 
e| column into the woods in front of the orchard. Iimmediately 
dispatched an orderly to Colonel McLean, informing him we were 
_ engaged with about 2,000 of the enemy and calling for re-enforce- 
~ ments. A strong effort was now made by the enemy to turn my 
right flank, when I moved forward Company A, Captain Porter, 
_ deployed to protect it. My whole force was now deployed, covering 
_ the enemy’s front, and shes wenemert was general along my entire. 
line. I now called upon Lieutenant Peetz to open upon them with 
his battery, which he had barely commenced doing when the enemy . 
ee upon us with four field pieces, and for near one hour from 
this time the engagement on both sides was very severe. With a 
force of about 300 men we were contending against Generals Cabell 
and Greene’s brigades, commanded by General Marmaduke in person. 
My officers and men without exception fought with desperation, and 
we succeeded in checking the enemy, and holding a position about 
50 paces in rearof our oldline. A lull then ensued of some minutes, 
taking advantage of which I ordered my line to advance to our old 
position and take the men’s knapsacks, which. had been left on the 
" ground where we encamped, now in possession of the enemy. The 
men went forward, retook their knapsacks, and Company D, Captain 
Hale, captured while doing so Lieutenant Fackler, an aide-de-camp 
4 of General Marmaduke. We were now again in possession of the 
' ground held by us at the commencement of the engagement, and 
; were fully assured from appearances that so far the enemy had re- 
| ceived more than he had bargained for. 
: 
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Fearing the enemy were posting artillery on my flanks to enfilade 
us or in position to give us a raking cross-fire, I ordered Captain 
Porter, on my right, and Lieutenant Holman, on my left, toadvancea 
few skirmishers to their front and flank and feel for the enemy. 
They had not advanced far until they were both engaged. The en- 
emy had posted a piece of artillery in front of each of my flanks, 
and with a cross-fire and a direct fire from his four pieces of artil- 
lery commenced raking the wood with solid shot, grape, and shell, 
while his combined forces in one continuous line rushed upon us, 
firing volleys of musketry and yelling like demons. For some time 
we held a perfect line, falling back slowly, and contesting every inch 
of ground, expecting support, until my line on the left of the road, 
being forced into an open field, gave way entirely, and fell back on 
their reserves. I now determined to hold my position on the right 
of the road at all hazards until re-enforced. I succeeded in doing 
so, and after several hours’ severe fighting finally repulsed the en- 
emy, but not without considerable loss. About the time my left 
gave way, Colonel Kittredge took a earn with the balance of 
the Thirty-sixth Iowa in rear of the field, and repulsed the enemy's 
charge on my left. 

During the engagement, which lasted until near noon with my 
detachment, the cavalry was commanded by Lieutenants Walker, 
Ronaldson, McCormick, and Dow, First lowa Cavalry ; the artillery 


ieutenant Peet 
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F. M. DRAKE, — 
Lieut. Col. 36th Iowa Infy., Comdg. Detach. 2d Brig. 


Capt. W. EK. WHITRIDGE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. SECOND Bric., TarrpD Div., 7TH ARMY CORPS, 
Marks’ Mills, April 25, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that on the 22d day of April, by 
order of Brigadier-General Salomon, the Second Brigade was 
detailed to escort a supply train, consisting of 240 Government 
wagons and a number of sutler and other private wagons, from 
Camden to Pine Bluff. Col. William E. McLean, Forty-third 
Indiana Infantry, the brigade commander, being sick, was unable 
to go personally in command. Col. C. W. Kittredge, Thirty-sixth 
Iowa, Col. W. B. Mason, Seventy-seventh Ohio, being also sick, the 
command devolved upon me as the ranking officer. At the request 
of Colonel McLean I reported to Major-General Steele for instruc- 
tions, who ordered me to move with the train early next morning to 
Pine Bluff, and when the same was loaded to return with it to Cam- 
den. In obedience to his instructions I crossed the Ouachita that 
evening and encamped on the opposite bank, where the train was 
parked. My forces consisted of the Forty-third Indiana Infantry, 
Maj. W. W. Norris commanding, about 300 strong ; Thirty-sixth 
Towa Infantry, Maj. A. H. Hamilton commanding, about 500 strong ; 
Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, about 400 strong, Captain McCor- 
mick commanding, and two sections of Battery E, Second Missouri 
Light Artillery, Lieutenant Peetz commanding. 

Next morning at daylight Major McCauley, First Indiana Cavalry, 
reported to me for duty with a detachment of 240 men from that 
regiment and the Seventh Missouri Cavalry. I would further report 
that in addition to the above-named forces there accompanied the 
train Lieutenant Schrom, of General Salomon’s staff, Captain 
Sprague, of General Carr’s staff, and Captain Townsend, of General 
Rice’s staff, together with a large ecenha of citizens, cotton spec- 
ulators, Arkansas refugees, sutlers, and other army followers, and 
also.some 300 negroes. At 5 a, m. on the 23d instant I moved and 
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eamped about 18 miles from Camden. ‘The advance under Major. = 

long the road, but we did not discover the enemy in any ~ 
force. Finding the roads much worn by the loaded supply trains - 
to Camden and greatly damaged by recent rains, 1 organized a 


_ pioneer corps, consisting of about 75 colored recruits. y much 
exertion I succeeded in reaching the’ edge of the Moro Bottom on 


the evening of the 24th, where I encamped, keeping my pioneer 
corps at work during the night, bridging the slough and corduroy- 
ing the bottom. On the 24th, Major McCauley had been diligently 
scouting all parts of the country, but was unable to discover any 
enemy. During the night I placed a cavalry picket of 1 officer and 
25 men about 24 miles in my rear, at the junction of the Chambers- 
ville and Camden roads, with instructions to patrol at daylight on 
each road to the rear for 5 miles. I also ciwaat a cavalry picket of 
10 men at the junction of the Princeton road, about 2 miles in my 
advance, with orders to patrol on that road at daylight, 5 miles, 
and ordered Major McCauley to send an officer and 75 men forward 
at daylight to the junction of the Warren road, about 6 miles in 
advance, and take position, to send patrols on that road for 4 or 5 
miles, and to go himself with the balance of his command at day- 
light to the picket-post in our rear, and remain until patrols returned. 
On the 25th, I moved my pioneer corps at daylight and started the 
train, the Forty-third Indiana, Major Norris, with one section of 
artillery, taking the advance, with instructions te proceed on the 
march and take a position at the junction of the Warren and Pine 
Bluff roads, and, if the patrol on these roads should report any 
enemy advancing, to cover their front with a strong line of skir- 
mishers. ! 

I remained at camp with the Thirty-sixth Iowa and Seventy- 
seventh Ohio and one section of artillery until I received informa- 
tion from the rear, and the train was in motion on the road, when I 
ordered Major Hamilton, Thirty-sixth Iowa, to move forward on the 
flank of the train until further orders or until he should reach the 
junction of the Warren road. 

The Seventy-seventh Ohio, with the remaining section of artillery, 
was left in the rear with instructions how to proceed in case of an 
attack. Captain Whitridge, acting assistant adjutant-general, and 
Lieutenant Eagler, of Colonel McLean’s staff, remained in the rear 
with this portion of the command. I had arrived within about 2 
miles of my advance, when I met a courier, who informed me that 
there was skirmishing in front. I ordered the Thirty-sixth lowa 
quickly forward. I also dispatched an orderly at rapid speed to the 
head of the train with orders to Lieutenant Schrom, whom I had 
intrusted with the advance that.morning, to park the train ina field 
to the left of the road.as fast as it came up. Arriving at the 
advance I found Major Norris, Forty-third Indiana, with Major 
Spellman, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, who had arrived from Pine 
Bluff with a force of 150 eavalry from his regiment and the Fifth 
Kansas, skirmishing with the enemy at the junction of the Warren 
and Camden roads, on the ridge known as Red Lands. I soon ascer- 
tained that a large force of the enemy, commanded by General 
Fagan, was in our front. I immediately extended the line of skir- 
mishers by deploying two additional companies of the Forty-third 
Indiana, and edad the remainder of my forces to move up on 
double-quick. The Thirty-sixth Iowa was soon-up and in position 


Norris, with the remaining companies of the Forty 
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were now engaging 3° 


moved forward and supported the skirmish line. The enemy 
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“in overwhelming numbers, charged upon our line, and were gal- — 
23 


lantly met by the Forty-third Indiana, who went forward wit 


deafening shout and drove back the brigade of Dockery. Ithen — 
ordered Major Hamilton to take the left wing of the Thirty-sixth — 
Iowa, and move to the support of ouradvance. He had just placed _ 
his men in position when the enemy again charged upon our center. 
I ordered Major Norris to deploy to the right and left to give an — 


opening for our artillery, ordering Lieutenant Peetz to hold his fire 
until they were in close range, and to give them grape. They came 
charging up incolumn, and when within 75 yards the battery opened 
upon them as ordered, Major Hamilton ordering his men, who 


[were] lying down, to rise up and fire. They poured a deadly 


volley of musketry into the enemy, whose ranks were again broken, 
and they staggered and fell back, but only to rally again. 

The contest raged with unabated fury, the Forty-third Indiana 
and five companies of the Thirty-sixth Iowa, with Lieutenant Peetz’s 
artillery, sustaining the full charge of the enemy. The brigades of 
Shelby and Fagan were in sight and advancing rapidly upon my. 
left and rear. The Seventy-seventh Ohio was hurrying forward, 
but was not yet up. I moved the remaining five companies of the 
Thirty-sixth Iowa forward, posting them for a charge on the right 
of Fagan’s brigade, and while so doing I received a wound from a 
minie-ball through the thigh and hip, completely disabling me. 
Subsequently I ordered Major McCauley, with about 60 cavalrymen, 
to make a charge upon the left of Fagan’s brigade, while the right 
wing of the Thirty-sixth Iowa charged his right flank for the pur- 
pose of forming a junction with the Seventy-seventh Ohio. I then 
told Captain Magill to turn the command over. to the next ranking 
officer present. . For some cause this was-not done. I understand 
that, owing to the overwhelming numbers of the enemy and in spite 
of the gallant efforts of the Seventy-seventh Ohio, this junction could 
not be formed. Seeing that we were overwhelmed in front, the 
combined forces of the enemy moved upon the Seventy-seventh Ohio, 
who gallantly withstood them for more than an hour, but finally 
yielded to superior numbers. 

The attacking forces of the enemy could not have been less than 
6,000 men. Overwhelmed, as each command was, by greatly supe- 
rior numbers, they still continued to fight each upon its own responsi- 
bility, until the conflict became a hand-to-hand fight. At last, how- 
ever, our ammunition being exhausted and a large proportion of our 
men killed or wounded, they at length yielded to the overwhelming 
numbers of the enemy, and being completely surrounded, they were 
captured as prisoners of war. Less than 150 of the brigade escaped 
from the conflict, the balance, including the wounded, being made 
prisoners. I cannot give the exact number of killed and wounded 
of my command. Dr, Cochran, surgeon of the First Iowa Cavalry, 
and medical director of Major-General Steele’s forces, informed me 
that it would be about 250. Lhave requested him to furnish you 
alist. An official list of casualties will also be furnished from the 
several regiments belonging to the brigade. It was estimated that 
atter the battle from 800 to 900 men lay dead and wounded on the 
battle-field, about half of whom were rebels, and a large number 


> 
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and A kansas refugees, who, Gan oiloneae nore 
nly butchered by the enemy, and among them my own negro 


servant. — : aS - 
In conclusion, I take this opportunity of returning my especial 
thanks to Majors Norris, Hamilton, and MoCanlay. and Captain Mis x 
Cormick, and Lieutenant Peetz for their gallant and distinguished 
“services in the management.of their respective commands; and to 
_ Capts. W.S. Magill and W. E. Whitridge, and Lieuts. Charles J. 
bo Pogist and D. Putnam, of McLean’s, and Lieut. James B. Schrom, 

_ of General Salomon’s staff, for their valuable services. I would also 
_, extend my thanks to Brig. Gen. Samuel A. Rice for the valuable, 
_ services of Capt. M.G. Townsend, who, I am informed, is among the 
killed. Captain Townsend was a brave and gallant officer. Peace 
to the ashes of the brave who fell! To Drs. M. B. Cochran, I. Cas- 
_ selberry, C. G. Strong, Patrick A. Smyth, and all the surgeons with 
i me, too much credit cannot be awarded for the energy and industr 
4 
. 


they are exhibiting in taking care of the wounded. All of the offi- 
cers and men of my command behaved well, and fought as only 
patriots fighting to save a bleeding country can fight. ey deserve 
well of their country. ; 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. M. DRAKE, 
Lieut. Col. Thirty-sixth Iowa Infy., Comdg. Second Brig. 


Capt. A. BLocKI. 
4 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CENTERVILLE, Iowa, July 5, 1864. 


Dear Sir: Inclosed I send you copies* of my official reports of the 
battles of Elkin’s Ford, Ark., April 4, 1864, and of Marks’ Mills, 
Ark., April 25, 1864. At the date of my report of the battle of Marks’ 
Mills I was a prisoner in the hands of the enemy, and supposed to be 
mortally wounded. I was suffering very much from my wounds 
when I dictated the report and omitted detailed particulars which, 
under more favorable circumstances, I should have given. The por- 
tion of my forces engaged with the enemy numbered about 1,000. 
The rebel forces, commanded by Major-General Fagan, consisted of 
seven brigades, commanded by Brigadier-Generals Shelby, Dockery, 
Cabell, Cooper, and Crawford, and Colonels Greene and Wright, and 
numbered, as I have learned correctly since date of my report, 8,000 
strong. The battle lasted about five hours. We had been fighting 
about two and a half hours when I was wounded. Up to that time 
we had succeeded in repulsing every charge of the enemy, and ex- 
cept from the great disparity in numbers the prospect of victory was 
in our fayor. I am clearly of opinion that had my order (given after 
I was disabled) to turn over the command to the next ranking officer 
been promptly executed a junction might have been formed with the 
Seventy-seventh Ohio, and our forces might have been at least with- 
drawn and retreated to Camden, avoiding the capture of any except 
the wounded. I remained in the hands of the enemy eight days, 
under treatment of Dr. C. G. Strong, assistant surgeon Thirty-sixth 
Iowa, and myself and all the wounded were well attended and well 


*See pp. 710, 712. 


Le flag of truce, brought to Pine Bl 
ixth Iowa went into the action with less than. 


dae by reference to their list-of killed and wounded, whic 
rdered to be forwarded to you, that more than one-fourth of th 
umber were killed or wounded. J arrived home on the 28th of May, 
and am rapidly recovering from my wounds, and hope to be able to 
join my command soon. a = = ae. . 
~ Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. DRAKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thirty-siath Iowa Infantry. 


| General N. B. BAKER, 
Adjutant-General of Iowa. 


~ 


No. 17. 


| Report of Col. William B. Mason, Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, 
of operations April 2-3, 


Hpgrs. SEVENTY-SEVENTH REGT. OHIO VET. VOL, INFY., 

In Camp, Arkansas, April 6, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in- 
structions received on the evening of April 2, I marched my com- 
mand, accompanied with two pieces of Company E, Second Missouri 
Artillery, from Okolona, Ark., out about 24 miles on a road running 
in a northwestern direction, and intersecting with the Washington 
road, to support the First lowa Cavalry, which was reported engaged 
- with the enemy on the Washington road, and falling back. Having 
selected a good position, I directed the pieces to be planted and held 
my regiment in line about an hour, when I received orders from 
General Salomon to return to Okolona, where I encamped for. the 
night, the remainder of the brigade having gone on to the Little 
Missouri River, On the morning of the 3d, I received verbal orders 
from General Salomon to report with my command to Col. Adolph 
Engelmann, commanding the Third Brigade, who had orders to 
march his brigade back to Spoonville, Ark. I reported accordingly 
and accompanied his brigade to Spoonville and returned last evening, 
when I was relieved from duty with the Third Brigade and ordered 

to report back to you in the morning. 
Respectfully submitted. 
WM. B. MASON, 
Colonel, Comdg. Seventy-seventh Ohio Vet. Vol. Infy. 


Capt. W. E. WuIrripGE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 


Reports of Lieut. Charles Peetz, Battery E, Second Missowri Light 
Artillery. 


_ Sir: On the 22d day of April, 1864, the first and third sections left 
Camden, under command of. First. Lieut. Charles Peetz, as escort to 


pply train from Camden to Pine Bluff, Ark. At 5a. m. camp 


_ mandof First Lieut. Charles Peetz, and several detachments of cav- 


alry. On the 23d of April some of our officers and men had been 


: - captured, but no regular fight ensued. During the 24th of April 


nothing peerees, but during the night of the 24th of April General 
Fagan tried to attack us in the rear, with which movement he sué- 
ceeded only too well next day. On the 25th of April, at 8 a. m., at 
Marks’ Mills, Ark., Major-General Fagan attacked us in our front, 
the Forty-third Indiana Infantry and the third section of our bat- 
tery being in the advance, the Thirty-sixth Iowa as flankers, and the 
Seventy-seventh Ohio and the first section of our battery being in 
the rear of the train, the train consisting of 240 Government wagons 
and a considerable number-of ambulances. Our advance had very 
heavy skirmishing for about one hour with the pei and at 9 
o'clock I opened fire with the third section, changing direction of 
firing three times. Being in action four or five hours, the Seventy- 
seventh Ohio Infantry and the first section of the battery were ordered 
to the front, but unfortunately before they could join the advance 
they were either captured or killed and wounded. As we were also 
overpowered by unequal numbers and no re-enforcements coming 
to our relief, after five and a half hours of hard fighting we were 
either taken prisoners or killed, but indeed the loss of life was dread- 
ful on both sides. As for our battery I cannot ascertain how many 
were lost. Iwas wounded myself, but tomy greatest enjoyment when 
I was exchanged on the 4th of May, 1864, and having arrived at Little 
Rock, Ark., I found 7 of my boys, who had made their escape and 
had joined the battery again at Little Rock. We lost our four 
ieces, horses, harness, &c.; also the whole train. As for our 
orses, they did not get many, as they were pretty near all killed or 
wounded. I lost two horses’ myself, private property, which were 
shot from under me. Since my return to Little Rock 6 men of our 
battery have returned under parole, 3 being now exchanged. Dur- 
ing all the engagements the men of the battery, without any excep- 
tion, behaved most nobly, which deserves the greatest praise during 
the whole campaign. ithout any exception, the battle of Marks’ 
Mills, Ark., was one of the hardest battles I have ever been in. 


I remain, yours, truly, 
CHARLES PEETZ, 
First Lieut. Battery BE, Second Missouri Artillery. 


LittLE Rock, ARK., May 24, 1864. 
CoLoNnEL : I very respectfully submit to you a complete report of 
the campaign of Light Battery E, Second Missouri Artillery Volun- 
teers, in the Third Division, Seventh Army Corps, Department of 


Arkansas, under special command of Brig. Gen. F. Salomon, com- 
manding Third Division, Seventh Army Corps. Captain Stange 
haying been appointed chief of artillery, Third Division, Seventh 
Army Corps, March 14, 1864, First “Lieut. Charles Peetz took com- 


mand of Light Battery E, the only officer remaining with the battery, 


- was broke and the march commenced, the escort being under com- 
_ mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Drake, Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry, the 

_ escort consisting of the Forty-third Indiana Infantry, Seventy-sev- 
~ enth Ohio Infantry, and Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry, and also four 
pieces of Light Battery E, Second Missouri Artillery, under com- 


n there we start | to the Little Missoun 
Suen soe Se Wi 
Rive! tho 2dsof Aprik rico ee Peer wer a ae 
‘On the march from Little Rock to the Little Missouri, Jacob Bauer 


~ being sick and tired of his life, cut his throat and_was found the 
~ next day, March 28, lying dead near our camp. We crossed the 
_ Little Missouri River on the ; eS, 
the remaining under my command, and staid on the northwest side 
of the river, the third section being left 33 miles in our rear, the 


night of the 3d of April with two pieces, 


center section at the river bank and the first section of the battery, 


under special command of First Lieut. Charles Peetz, in advanceon _ 
the southeast side of the river. At about 6a. m., April 4, the fight | 


between the first section of our battery with some infantry and dis- 
mounted cavalry commenced, the rebel forces being under command 
of Major-General Fagan. The engagement. lasted until about 12 m. 
In the mean time I had been ordered to join the first section. Leaving 
the third section, under command of Sergt. William Daniels, in the 
rear, I joined the advance section about 9.30 a. m., and opened fire 


instantly. The enemy were repulsed, and the following men of the — 


battery had been wounded during the engagement: Corpl. Anton His, 
in the head, slightly ; Private Charles Stone, in abdomen, severely ; 
Private Charles Thomas, in hand, slightly. Charles Thomas returned 


next day for duty to the company ; the others remained in the corps _ 


hospital. The army then advanced about 34 miles, where we remained 
for several days, and then moved forward 5 miles to Prairie D’ Ane, 
where the Ninth Wisconsin light battery, the Third Illinois Battery,* 
with some infantry, under the command of Brig. Gen. F. Salomon, 
were engaged with the enemy. On the 11th of April, from noon 
until dark, we fought them as well as we knew how until our batter 

was ordered up to the advance, where it remained until we took 
possession of Camden, Ark. On the 12th of April General F. Steele 
made a forward movement with his whole command in line of battle. 
The command had been joined on the 9th by General Thayer’s divis- 
ion; from Fort Smith, expecting to be met by a force of the enemy, 
who had several batteries and strong fortifications on the south edge 
of the prairie. Accordingly on the 13th of April we moved, after 
having found the fortifications evacuated, toward Camden, Ark. 
On the 14th of April, at about 10 a. m., our battery, having been in 
the rear of the division, was ordered up to the extreme advance with 
General Rice’s brigade to make a forced march to the crossing of the 
Camden and Washington road, to prevent the enemy from crossing 
the junction, and Providence favored us in giving us a very good 
place in case of a general engagement. "We marched until about 10 
p. m. that day, and the next morning we started again at 5a. m., 
marching steady along for our destination. As we had crossed 
the junction and expected the enemy to be retreating to Camden, 
at 5 a. m., April 15, the enemy attacked us in the front and we 
immediately formed in line of battle. The battle then ensued and 
was nothing but a regular duel between our battery and eight pieces 
of the rebels, not a single shot of musketry being fired during the 
whole engagement. After two hours’ steady firing the enemy re- 
treated, and pushing constantly forward we drove them 12 miles, 
when they turned to the Washington road, while we marched on to 
Camden, where we arrived at about 8 p. m., April 15, 
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wnt fighting the following men of the battery had been 
is , rivals chara fie be re [next day ; Corpl. 
_ August Herzog, in left foot, severely ; Priva enry Meyers, in 

i ee htly. We camped in the fort southeast of *CMiens pe 


slig 
fo being constructed for six guns, where we remained several days. 
_ On the 15th day of April, by order of Maj. Gen. F. Steele, a for- 
. pene train, = Gaia ee 200 wagons and about 1,200 men as an escort, : 


h two pieces of the Second Indiana Battery, was sent after forage 
on the same road on which we came to Camden. 
On the 18th, the train was attacked ; the artillery captured; also 


q _ the escort either taken or killed; and as there were three of our bat- 
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ey, teams along, all the men except 3 returned to camp. The names 
of these men missing are Henry Wahl, Hubert Zeitvogel, and Harry 
E. Wilson. 

On the 22d of April two sections of our battery (the first and third 
sections), under command of Lieut. Charles Peetz, were ordered with 
the Second Brigade as escort to a supply train from Camden to 
Pine Bluff. The center section remained at Camden. During the 
evening of the 25th, Edward Warner, who belonged to the first sec- 


tion, returned, stating that the rebels had captured the train and 


whole escort and that he had made his escape. The next day this 
was confirmed by others coming in, and being forced by these cir- 
cumstances General Steele commenced the retreat toward Little 
Rock, Ark, 

We crossed the Ouachita River at Camden, during the night of 
the 26th and 27th of April, and marched unmolested the 27th, 28th, 
and 29th, but on the afternoon of the 29th our rear was attacked, 
but our troops very easily repulsed the attack. During the afternoon 
a heavy rain commenced falling, which continued that day and the 
following night. We had just entered the Saline Bottom at Jen- 
kins’ Ferry, known to be a very difficult crossing-place and after 
heavy rains almost impassable. During the night of the 29th, we 
commenced crossing, first the ordnance train, &c. That night it was 
impossible to move with the artillery, and next morning found us 

et on the Camden side of the Saline River ina most pitiable condi- 
ion, hungry and in mud and rain, &c. At daybreak the enemy 
attacked us again in the rear, but General F. Salomon, with his in- 
fantry and some colored troops of General Thayer’s command, formed 
in line of battle and received the enemy with yells and shouts, and 
after more than six hours’ hard fighting the enemy were defeated, 
leaving three pieces of artillery and their dead and wounded in our 
hands. No artillery had been used during the engagement on our 
side. Our loss is reported to be heavy, but I have not yet seen any 
official report. 

The roads were so bad that General Steele had ordered to burn all 
the transportation trains except so much, to save all records and 
company Seace: we also had to destroy all of our clothing. We 
camped 5 miles the other side of the Saline River that night, and 
pushed on next day on forced marches to Little Rock, Ark., which 
place we arrived at on the 2d of May, 1864. 

I remain, yours, truly, ; 
CHARLES. PEETZ, 
First Lieut. Battery E, Second Missouri Artillery. 


Col. N. Coe, 
Comdg. Second Missouri Light Artillery. 
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Reports of Col. Ad 


" 


olph Engelmann, Forty-third Mlinois 


et 


commanding Third Brigade, == eae 
Hpqrs. THIRD Bric., THIRD Div., 7TH Army Corps, ese 
Camp in the Field, near Elkin’s Ferry, April 7, 1864, ae 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 3d in- — 


stant, being in camp at Okolona, I received orders to.march to — 


Hollywood with my brigade, the Seventy-seventh Ohio, and a bri- 
gade of cavalry, under Coionel Ritter, numbering 1,000 men, with 
two mountain trortizers The cavalry being then stationed on the 
Little Missouri, it was only expected to arrive at Okolona at noon. 
At 9a. m., while a large portion of the supply train still remained 
and my men were drawing rations for the march, the pickets sta- 
tioned en the Washington road were attacked. Two companies of 
the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin were ordered forward to re-enforce 
them. The firing becoming brisk both to the right and left, addi- 
tional companies of the Twenty-seventh were sent forward with 
orders to deploy in the woods, to the left of theroad. One company 
of the Fortieth Iowa was deployed to the right, and two companies 
of the Forty-third Illinois, joining the right of the skirmishers of 
the Fortieth, were deployed across the Arkadelphia road running 
eastward from Okolona. The enemy now opened on my main posi- 
tion with two light pieces of artillery. A single shot from one of 
the guns of Vaughn’s battery made them quit their position. The 
enemy’s artillery subsequently fired a few more rounds from con- 
cealed positions at my skirmishers, with but little effect. Immedi- 
ately after the commencement of the artillery firing, Colonel Krez, 
commanding Twenty-seventh Wisconsin, was ordered forward with 
the remaining companies of his regiment, with instructions to join 
his companies already deployed and to dislodge the enemy. ‘Two 
companies of the Seventy-seventh Ohio were ordered to follow the 
movements of Colonel Krez as a reserve, while two further com- 
panies of that regiment were deployed to the left to cover ground 
vacated by the advance of the Twenty-seventh. The train and its 
rear guard having left Okolona, one company of theSeventy-seventh 
was ordered to cover the road leading to the river. Some of the 
enemy appearing beyond the open fields to the southwest, a platoon 
of the Seventy-seventh was sent to re-enforce the pickets stationed 
in that direction, with instructions to occupy a belt of timber pro- 
jecting into those fields. The skirmishing from the Arkadelphia 
road to the extreme left of Colonel Krez’s line now became heavy, 
particularly in front of the Twenty-seventh, enlivened by an occa- 
sional discharge of canister or shell from the enemy’s battery, when 
a drenching shower set in, which for a while arrested the conflict. 
The rain having ceased the enemy were speedily driven from our 
right, concentrating their forces against Colonel Krez, who, how- 
ever, with his own regiment and two companies of the Fortieth 
Towa, which had been the picket on that line, now drove the enemy 
for some distance, when he precipitately retreated, Colonel Krez 
pursuing for 2 miles. Unfortunately the cavalry had not yet come 
up, and could not be made available in the pursuit. ‘ 

| beg leave to submit herewith a detailed report* of the casualties 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 8 enlisted men killed and 7 enlisted men wounded, 


mand and copies of the reports of regimental commanders. _ 

submit reports of the number of menage of ammunition ex-— 

-* When in the early en dee the engagement the enemy ~ 
ed on my main position, all the guns of Pansnns battery hat 
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p.m. when, having drawn in the skirmishers and pickets, I com- 
_ menced the march toward ene on The roads, badly cut up by 
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been charg with percussion shell. Before resuming the march - 
_ these had to be discharged. All information that I have been able 
_ to gather proves that the loss of the enemy was by far more severe 


our own. The cavalry brigade, coming in at about 2 o’clock, 
detained for some time in issuing rations to its men. It was 4 


the peeee of our army, had become very difficult in consequence 
f the heavy rain in the morning. Night set in before I reached the 
_ Washington and Arkadelphia road, when, running upon pickets of 
the enemy, I formed the Phird Brigade in line and bivouacked for 
the night. On the morning of the 4th no enemy was found, his 
pickets having been withdrawn during the night. A cavalry patrol 
was sent out on the Washington road for some miles, driving small 
parties of the enemy who were here engaged in burning cotton. 
Another patrol was sent to a steam mill, three-quarters of a mile 
from the cross-roads, with instructions to make the mill unservicea- 
ble, and take the proprietor, who, according to information received, 
had paulo Shelby in his attacks on our forces on the 2d and 3d of 
April. Some portions .of the machinery were taken out of the mill 
and destroyed, rendering it unfit for use. The proprietor was not 
found. Colonel Ritter had the advance to Hollywood. On his 
arrival he sent some of his forces out toward Arkadelphia to ascer- 
tain whether anything could be heard of General Thayer. They 
returned without having been able to get any intelligence. On the 
morning of the 5th, two squadrons were sent out on the Fort Smith 
road for the same object. 

I left Hollywood at 10 a.m. Colonel Ritter remained until the 
return of the squadrons that had taken the Fort Smith road, he 
having been requested in case he should obtain any information of 
General Thayer to send it to me immediately. At the cross-roads 
I again sent small patrols of cavalry both toward Washington and 
to the mill. At the latter the man who had been guiding Shelby’ 
was apprehended and taken into perp by Colonel Ritter. I arrived 
in camp on the Little Missouri after dark, and immediately reported 
at division headquarters in person. 

It becomes my duty here to report an atrocity committed by an 
officer of Shelby’s command. The Widow Coles, living at Holly- 
wood, has a son in the Third Missouri Cavalry. When Shelby’s 
forces entered that place on the morning of the 2d instant an officer 
rode up to her house, and asking her whether a negro man then 
present was her property, on her answering in the affirmative, shot 
the negro twice, one shot taking effect in the neck, the other in the 
head, and left him for dead. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
ADOLPH ENGELMANN, 
Col. 43d Regt. Ill. Vols., Comdg. 3d Brig., 3d Div., tth A. C. 
Capt. A. BLock1, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*Not found, 
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were enabled to take such rest as lying in ranks on an ae5 prairie 


of a frosty night, without fire, would grant them. I beg leave here- 
with to submit the reports of regimental and battery commanders. 
I would also refer to a report of the casualties already sent in, the 


* Vaughn’s battery, 


of casualties being tate i ade Come ‘1 seri 
nded, and 11 slightly wounded. Nonemissing. § 
‘he loss of the enemy has not been ascertained. The loss of the 
amy in horses killed was ten toone of ourown, = = | | 
Beat h cima honor to be, with high regard, your most obedient — 

ES eee 2 ADOLPH ENGELMANN, 
eos. Col. Forty-third Regt. Illinois Vols., Comdg. Third Brig. = 
Capt. A. BLocx1, S es 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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_ Hpgrs. Tamp Bric., Turd Div., 7rH ARMY Corps, 
- Inttle Rock, Ark., May 5, 1864. 


3 Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 25th day of April, at 
_ Camden, I was instructed by the general commanding division to 
dig rifle-pits for the protection of my command, then in position on 
the Prairie D’Ane road, between the two principal redoubts of the 
series of works erected around that place. The pits were traced and 
the work commenced the same day, details of the Fortieth Iowa 
working all night. At 1p. m. on the 26th, I received orders to have 
the teams of my command loaded and ready to cross the Washita at 
3 o'clock, the troops to remain in their respective positions and to 
constitute the rear of the army. The working on the rifle-pits was 
now discontinued. It was 1a. m. on the 27th when the body of the 
army had crossed the Washita, and my brigade left its position and 
marched for the pontoon bridge. Arriving on the east side of the 
river, the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteers was deployed above 
the bridge, the Forty-third Illinois Volunteers below the same, the 
Fortieth Iowa being placed in reserve to cover the taking up of the 
pontoon. It was daylight when the last pontoon was loaded, and 
the brigade enabled to commence the march. The men, having been 
under arms all night and marching in the rear of the army, were 
unable to get any rest or to do any foraging on that day, although 
the distance marched was inconsiderable. The sun was down when 
they reached the encampment assigned them for the night. On the 
morning of the 28th, at 4 o’clock, my brigade resumed the march, 
and having the advance of the infantry division arrived at Prince- 
ton at 1 p. m., where we were able to forage a sufficient quantity of 
fresh meat to supply the men for the day. On the morning of the 
29th, my orders were to again constitute the rear of the army, and to 
resume the march at 4 a.m. It was, however, 8 o’clock before the 
troops in advance of me had all left town, so that I could move off. 
After turning from the Tulip road I was notified by the rear guard, 
consisting of two companies of the Sixth Kansas, that some of the 
enemy were in sight, and information was received of large bodies 
of the enemy in our immediate vicinity, pushing rapidly after us, 
At noon it commenced to rain, and at the same time the enemy en- 
gaged the rear guard, and soon brought up artillery with which he 
attempted to rake the road. I, however, steadily continued the 
march until 1.30 p. m., the road forward, leading through a bottom 
one-half mile wide, being crowded with our troops ata halt, and the 
enemy pressing my rear [ was compelled to form line to check his 
farther advance until the road forward should become disencumbered, 
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- T resumed the march in the road, covering the rear with a line of 
skirmishers consisting of two companies of the Fortieth Iowa, that 
regiment forming the rear of the brigade. Arriving on the bluff _ 
above the Saline Bottom I was ordered by the general commanding 
division to leave one regiment and one section of artillery asa picket 
at that point. The Forty-third Illinois and the section under charge 
of Lieutenant Thomas, all under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel ~~ 
Dengler, were assigned to this duty. I had not proceeded beyond . 
the field at the foot of the bluff, when the picket was attacked and I 
was compelled to form the Fortieth Iowa in rear of the field as a 
support to the Forty-third Hlinois. Colonel-Garrett, commanding _ 
the Fortieth, was instructed to throw out skirmishers on both his © 
: right and left flanks so as to connect with the Forty-third Illinois 
‘ and guard his regiment against surprise. The enemy again brought 
artillery into action, but a few rounds from our own compelled him 
_ to speedily withdraw his pieces. During the remaining hours of — 
daylight the engagement (extending from the right of the Fortieth 
along the front of the Forty-third and down again to the skirmishers 
on the left of the Fortieth) was maintained exclusively with small- 
arms, the enemy making frequent use of percussion rifle-balls. At 
sunset our artillery was withdrawn from the picket. At nightfall, 
the skirmishing having ceased, the Thirty-third Iowa, a regiment of 
General Rice’s brigade, having been ordered to report to me, took 
the position of the Forty-third Illinois, the latter regiment, how- 
ever, withdrawing under the brow of the bluff, where it was formed 
as a reserve to the Thirty-third. During the afternoon and night 
it rained with but little intermission, causing the regiments which 
were lying out in line, without any shelter and without fires, to suffer 
severely. The Fortieth Iowa and Forty-third Illinois endured the 
most, as they had been skirmishing with the enemy during the rain 
since noon and now had to lie in it over night. At 2 a. m. I was 
ordered to withdraw all the regiments from picket but one, which 
was to be deployed in rear of the field at the foot of the bluff. The 
Thirty-third Iowa was by me assigned to this position, it being one of 
the regiments of the First. Brigade, which, according to the regular 
changes in the order of march heretofore observed in the division, 
would have the rear that day. Soon after daybreak on the 30th, this 
regiment was engaged by the enemy. General Rice coming up re- 
quested me to send a regiment to the support of the Thirty-third. 
The Twenty-seventh Wisconsin was sent back for that purpose. 
A staff officer now informed me that my brigade was again to take 
the rear that day, and that the troops should move toward the Saline 
River as fast as the train should clear the road. The Twenty- 
seventh Wisconsin accordingly relieved the Thirty-third, but the 


‘some of his troops, to hold the enemy in 
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coffee. But long ere this was cooked the engagement had assumed 
‘such proportions that the regiments had to be successively sent to 


those ‘na where their presence was most needed. Of the troops 
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led in the field General Rice first withdrew his own regiment, 
the Thirty-third Iowa. He making application for a regiment of 
my brigade to cover his left flank, the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin 
was ordered out and placed in position by Lieutenant Duncan, of his 
staff. The general commanding division coming up, the two re- 
maining regiments of my brigade were by him ordered toward the 
enemy, leaving two companies of the Fortieth Iowa deployed to 
cover the left of the position heretofore held by the brigade. The 
enemy at this time making a demonstration in force on our right 
beyond the creek, and there being danger of his gaining a position 
enfilading our own lines, the general ordered the Forty-third across 
to force him back. The men, with some hesitancy, plunged into the 
narrow but swollen stream, the water being from 3 to 4 feet deep, 
filling the cartridge-boxes of many. Deploying on the opposite side, 
the Forty-third was soon briskly engaged, and in conjunction with 
two companies of the Second Kansas, African descent, steadily and 
speedily drove the enemy from that side of the creek. The section 
of Vaughn's battery, under Lieutenant Thomas, having returned to 
the battle-field, the Fortieth Iowa was formed for its support, several 
of its companies, however, being also thrown across the creek to 
deploy as skirmishers on the extreme right of our lines. Informa- 
tion being now received that the enemy were making a powerful 
demonstration on our left and threatening to turn it, Colonel Garrett, 
with four companies of his regiment, which had been stationed to 
the left of the guns, was ordered to form on the extreme left of our 
lines. 

The enemy having been completely repulsed on the right concen- 
trated his efforts on the center and left of our lines, testing the 
bravery of the troops to the utmost. General Rice requested that 
the Forty-third Illinois, now lying on its arms and not engaged by 
the enemy, be ordered to the left center of our position. This re- 
quest was complied with as expeditiously as the distance occupied 
by that regiment beyond the creek would admit, the skirmishers of 
the Fortieth Iowa, heretofore deployed still farther to the right, being 
moved toward the left as the Forty-third withdrew. This movement 
took place at a decisive moment. The four companies of the For- 
tieth Tae holding the extreme left of our lines were hard pressed 
by the enemy, but maintained their position with the most commend- 
able bravery, suffering, however, in proportion to the number of men 
composing those companies, the most severe loss of any of our troops 
engaged at Jenkins’ Ferry. The general commanding division being 
informed of the desperate nature of the conflict on our extreme left 


ird Iowa of his own should prepare them-_ 

ae: rest from the fatigue and exposure of the 

night. The Twenty-seventh Wisconsin was to be withdrawn on the — 
completion of the second line. This line having been formed the 

_ Twenty-seventh was moved off, and my brigade was placed in — 

ee set in the edge of the timber bordering the last field on the road 

toward the bridge. The Thirty-third also came into the same field, 
andthe men of the different regiments built fires to prepare their 


of this regiment on our extreme left immediately relieved 
ure on the Fortieth, without the First Arkansas sustaining any 
ial loss. In the mean time the Forty-third Illinois had come up— 
with the center of our lines just as the Thirty-third Iowa had for 
the second time completely exhausted its ammunition, and ing 
through that regiment ‘took up the engagement, driving the en- — 
~ emy for one-half a mile to the foot of the bluff. The enemy having ~ 


hich came up as re-enforcement, to support them. — 


now been completely repulsed on all sides, the general commanding 


division ordered the troops to be recalled, and the march to be = 
resumed, which was done in good order. Thus terminated one of — 


the most sanguinary engagements of the war, fought exclusively by 
infantry, the section of artillery brought into position by us firing 
but a single shot, while the enemy’s battery of four pieces only went 
into position to be taken by a combined attack of the Twenty-ninth 
Towa and Second Kansas, African descent. 

The ground over which the battle was fought, with the exception 


of the two open fields near the road, was a majestic forest, growing 


out of the swamp, which it was very difficult to pass through on 
horseback, the infantry being most of the time in the water up to 
their knees. ; 

The advanced position occupied by the Forty-third Tlinois whe 
the march was resumed enabled me to form an opinion as to the rela- 
tive loss of our own and the enemy’s forces. I do not hesitate to give 
the enemy’s loss as three to one of our own. His loss in field officers 
was particularly heavy. I must here express the high obligations 
under which I am to Colonel Garrett and Lieutenant-Colonel Dengler 
for the gallantry with which they led their commands, being con- 
scious, however, that nothing I can say can afford them the satisfac- 
tion they must have experienced in witnessing the bravery of their 
men. ‘To the officers of my staff I am under obligations for faithful 
and yaluable services during the campaign. To Captain Fay, acting 
assistant adjutant-general, for services on the field, Okolona, Prairie 
D’Ane, and during the skirmish on the 29th. Early in the engage- 
ment on the 30th, he was intrusted by the general commanding divis- 
ion with the execution of an order from army headquarters, direct- 
ing the hghtening and destruction of trains still on the west side of 
the river. Lieut. M. H. White, aide-de-camp and inspecting officer, 
whether in health or sickness, both on the march and the battle-field, 
ever performed his whole duty as a brave and accomplished officer. 
Lieut. Damon Greenleaf, aide-de-camp, as a brave and patriotic 
officer, rendered, under all circumstances, most valuable services, 
most particularly at Okolona, and during the engagement of the 29th. 

I have the honor to exhibit herewith the reports of regimental 
commanders ; also detailed reports of the casualties, the number 
killed being 14; wounded, 73 ; total, 87. 

Shortly after midnight on the morning of the 1st of May orders 
were received limiting the amount of transportation allowed to each 
brigade to one team, and directing the destruction of all surplus 
wagons and baggage. Heavy details were made on my command to 
carry out this order. Our route on this day for some miles led 
through a bottomless swamp, my brigade marching this day in rear 
of the division, and the ordnance and other trains having been or- 
dered in advance. General Thayer also, although holding the rear 
of the army, having sent his artillery forward, the artillery assigned 
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ich had been prepared by the troops in advance, had, by the timo 
tille was to pass, to a cat patent atau wed ae 
continually falling, while limbers, guns, and cais- 


he horses were < 
sons almost sank in the swamp. I constituted the whole of my com- 
mand into three working parties—one cutting out new roads wher- 
ever this was feasible, another pores making corduroys, and by far 
the largest party being engaged in raising fallen horses and in draw- 
2 and caissons from which the horses had been taken off, fre- 


_ ing guns 
- quently for a hundred yardsat atime. By these means I was enabled 


_ to keep my command compact and closed upon the rear of those for- 
- ward of me. On the morning of the 2d of Atay some more bad roads 
were encountered, and owing to the starved condition of the horses, 
_ the same having been without feed since leaving Princeton, they 
were unable to draw the guns and caissons, requiring much assist- 
ance from the infantry. Since leaving Princeton the men had been 
without bread, while the amount of meat drawn or foraged was in- . 
considerable. Onthe 30th of April and the 1st, and until the night of 
the 2d of May, the men had to subsist almost exclusively on coffee, yet 
they fought and defeated the enemy, worked the roads, and drew 
the artillery, not only without a murmur, but even cheerfully. The 
march on the 2d of May, owing to the exhausted and starved condi- 
tion of the men; was entered upon by me with the apprehension that 
many would drop down by the roadside. Information having been 
received and communicated to the men that rations were to be 
brought from Little Rock into the encampment to be occupied that 
night, even the most feeble pushed on, all arriving in camp on the 
Benton road at sunset. The bravery and fortitude of the men, main- 
tained under the most trying circumstances, not only in meeting and 
defeating an enemy by far more numerous than themselves, in suffer- 
ing exposure to drenching rains, and being compelled for nights in . 
succession to lie in the swamps, but above all, in bearing the attacks 
of gaunt hunger and yet obeying every order of their officers with 
cheerfulness and alacrity, entitles them to the highest consideration 


and gratitude of their country. 
[A. ENGELMANN, 
Col. Forty-third Illinois Vols., Comdg. Brigade. | 


{[Capt. A. BLockt, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


ADDENDA. 
Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Third Division, April 1-30.* 


April 1.—The brigade left Arkadelphia and arrived same day at 
Brollgavood : distance about 14 miles. Marched from there to Oko- 
lona, near the Little Missouri River, about 18 miles, where the bri- 
gade was engaged by the enemy. Here the Fortieth Iowa had 2 men 
wounded, the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin 4 men killed, and the 
Forty-third Illinois 1 man wounded. 

April 3.—In the evening the brigade marched back to Hollywood. 
Arrived there April 4 at 3 p. m. a 

April 5.—At 10 a. m. the brigade left Hollywood to join the main 
army. Arrived on the Little Missouri. Crossed the river on the 6th 
instant, and joined the main army near Elkin’s Ferry. 


*From return for April. 


No. 20. 
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Reports of Lieut. Col. Adolph Dengler, Forty-third Ilinots Infantry. 


Hpgrs. ForTY-THIRD ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFY., 
: Elkin’s Ferry, Ark., April 8, 1864. 

Capratin: I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the 
part taken by the Forty-third Illinois ina skirmish at Okolona, 
Ark. : The regiment had just arrived at its camping-ground on the 
afternoon of the 2d April, when immediately thereafter some shots 
were fired at Vaughn’s battery. The regiment was deployed to the 
right of the battery, and Company K, as well as Companies E and 
G, supported by Company H as reserye,.were deployed as skir- 
mishers. Company K had advanced some 600 yards when it fell in 
with the enemy’s skirmishers. A brisk fire was kept up by this com- 
pany for some time. Company B was then sent forward to support 
this company, but the enemy had meanwhile withdrawn ; Compa- 
nies EK, G, and H were then also recalled, and the position in front 
and on the flanks of the regiment strongly picketed. At about noon 
of the 3d April the pickets of the Forty-third were fired at ; Captain 
Shimminger with his company (B) was then sent forward ; the cap- 
tain, on arriving with his company at the picket-line, deployed his 
company asskirmishers, and after having gained the brow of a hill, 
opened a well-directed fire on the flanks of the enemy, which was 
kept up by this company for about two hours, when the enemy was 
forced to leave his position. Several attempts had been made by the 
enemy to outflank Captain Shimminger on the right. Company D, 
stationed on the right of Company B, baffled all attempts of the 
enemy. 

No casualties occurred in the regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ADOLPH DENGLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. W. E. Fay, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


iN: Ihave the honor to 1 i the part — 
| by the Forty-third Ilinois in the skirmishes of the 10th, 11th, 
and 12th of April: On the afternoon of the 10th, after having — 
ar ived on the edge of Prairie D’Ane, I deployed, according to — 
_ instructions, Company B as skirmishers, covering the front and left 
_ flank of the battalion. This company soon opened a brisk fire on 
_ the skirmishers of the enemy, when after the lapse of half an hour 
I received orders to advance with the regiment on the hill just in 
front of it and about a half of a mile in advance. I deployed three 
__ more companies as skirmishers, and advanced with the other five as 
_ areserve, at first but slowly, the woods and a creek preventing me 
_ from advancing quicker; but having crossed the creek I went in 
_ double-quick up the hill, the rebel skirmishers retreating rapidly. 
Shortly after I received orders to protect Vaughn’s battery, which 
-was placed to my right, and soon commenced playing on the enemy’s 
battery. While in this position Private G. Neun, Company D, was 
hit by a shell from the enemy’s battery. The force of the enemy 
who had been drawn up in line of battle on the crest of a hill having 
withdrawn, I received orders to advance and occupy the hill. I 
deployed Companies A and F as skirmishers. These companies hay- 
ing arrived on the hill had a brisk skirmish with the enemy, who 
was, however, successfully driven back, my skirmishers following 
him some distance. The regiment camped on the hill during the 
night, exposed for a considerable length of time to the fire of the 
enemy’s artillery. Several attempts were made to drive the pickets 
from my regiment in, who stood, however, their ground well, not 
yielding an inch. During the reconnaissance on April 11 the regi- 
ment formed part of a second line. We occupied during this night 
the same position as the night before. On the 12th, the regiment 
was on the extreme left of the infantry line, the cavalry being on its 
left flank. Company A was again deployed as skirmishers. The 
advance of the whole line was but slow, only the skirmishers 
exchanging shots with the enemy. ‘Toward noon we arrived near 
the fortifications erected and deserted by the enemy, where we rested 
some time, and then took up the line of march toward Camden, at 
which place we arrived on the 15th. The only casualty happening 
was to G. Neun, Company D, slightly hit by a shell. Officers and 
men have done their duty promptly, have stood the severe barca 
cheerfully, and sustained in every respect the good reputation of the 
regiment. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ADOLPH DENGLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
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Capt. W. E. Fay, ; 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. Forty-ruHtrpd Reet. Inuinois VOL. INFy., _ 
Little Rock, Ark., May 5, 1864. 
Capratn: I have the honor to submit herewith the report of the 
operations of the Forty-third Illinois from April 26 to April 30: At 
midnight of the 26th-27th, the regiment left Camden and crossed the 
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regiment. ) wi 
“where I was ordered to occupy with the regiment and one section 0 
ee Vaughn’s battery a ridge, the last part of high ground before th 
se road enters Saline bottom. Soon theenemy’s skirmishers made their 
appearance ; the regiment was formed behind the crest of the ridge, 
ve First Battalion to the right, the Second to the left of the section 
of artillery. From eachcompanya few men as skirmishers were sent 
forward, and soon a brisk fire commenced and continued until dark, 
when I was relieved by the Thirty-third Iowa. I withdrew theregi- — 
-. ment from its position, and rested in the rear of the Thirty-third — 
Iowa. About 3 a.m. I received orders to report with the regiment 
at brigade headquarters, then 1 mile on the road to the Saline. The ~ 
men had marched the previous day without any rations, having been — 
lying during the night in an exposed position, without sleeping an 
= hour, and although a general engagement could every moment be ~ 
3 expected to commence, it was necessary to allow the men to cook — 
whatever they might have. Thus in the rear of the line of General 
Rice’s brigade preparations for cooking were made, while the rat- — 
tling of musketry at some distance made it doubtless that the enemy 
<a had commenced the attack. The Forty-third was ordered to form 
3 and to cross a deep creek with high steep banks, which runs in the 
[direction] of the position occupied by the right wing of First Bri- 
gade. When this movement was executed the engagement had be- 
come general over the whole line; the enemy, massing his forces, 
tried in succession every part of the line of our division. 

Owing to the nature of the ground movements in force on the 
north side of the creek were impossible. The regiment was ordered to - 
recross the creek, then after forming on the open field we marched 
forward to take our position in the second line of battle between the 
Fiftieth Indiana and Fortieth Iowa. Halting there for some time, 
it appears that the right wing First Brigade was hard pressed, and 
Captain Blocki, assistant adjutant-general, brought me orders from 
General Rice to relieve in that position the Ninth Wisconsin ; but 
before I had marched many steps in the direction of the right wing 
the enemy appeared in great force on the left and in front of us, 
and I was ordered to remain. Right in front of the Forty-third 
Illinois stood the Thirty-third Towa in the first line of battle, pour- 
ing volley after volley in the thick masses of the enemy, when an 
officer of this regiment informed me that their ammunition was near 
expended. I moved forward to relieve them. 

After firing had, without intervals, lasted for half an hour the 
smoke became so dense, waving like a thick mass between the dark 
trees over the swampy ground, that it was impossible to see any- 
thing else at a distance of 20 yards, and although not authorized to 
change the position of the regiment, followed under these circum- 
stances the demand to move forward, loudly expressed by officers 
and men, and with a hearty cheer the Forty-third rushed forward 
through the smoke over the ground yet lately oceupied by the enemy’s 
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found that the enemy had entirely withdrawn. We 
back to reoccupy our former position in the main line of 
1en Colonel Engelmann ordered me to move farther on in | 
on of the river. Soon after we crossed the Saline and — 
ped on the high ground north of the river. EI re 
Cc e march as wellas during the fight all officers and men of 

regiment conducted themselves in an exemplary maaner, and 
ved themselves worthy the reputation earned on other iields and 
worthy to be part of the infantry division, Seventh Army Corps. 
_ Lowe my thanks, therefore, to all, but especially to Captain Shim- 
- minger, for the energetic manner in which he assisted me as second 
- field officer, and to Adjt. Gustav Wagenfuehr, for gallantry and 
_ promptness with which he performed all duties of his position.* a 
. I have the honor to be, captain, your most obedient servant, ‘e 
. ADOLPH DENGLER, 

Tieut. Col., Comdg. Forty-third Regiment Illinois Vols. 


Capt. W. E. Fay, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. Forty-THIRD ILLINOIS Vou, INFANTRY, 
Inttle Rock, Ark., June —, 1864. 

CoLONEL: The regiment, Lieut. Col. Adolph Dengler com- 
manding, was assigned March 13 to Third Brivais, Third Division, 
Red River expedition, Colonel Engelmann, Forty-third Illinois, 
commanding brigade, Brig. Gen. F. Salomon the division, and Maj, 
Gen. F. Steele the expedition in person. The expedition left Little 
Rock March 23. The country through which we passed was weil 
watered, but of the most rugged character. The farms, few and far 
between, were either deserted or totally neglected. Themanystreams 
which we had to cross impeded the progress of the expedition con- 
siderably. The pontoon bridge had to be laid for the crossing of 
the Ouachita at Rockport, which place is very appropriately named, 
for here are rocks in piles, in crags, in all shapes and of all sizes, 
and the Ouachita, crystal clear, rolls bouncing in his rocky bed. 
We arrived at Arkadelphia on the 29th, having marched since the 
23d but 75 miles. So far but very little resistance had been made 
by the enemy. Even Arkadelphia had been evacuated without 
offering any resistance. Herehad been their principal army depots ; 
here was a powder mill, different machine-shops, and the valuable 
saltpeter and salt works, from which a great part of Arkansas was 
drawing this indispensable article. Arkadelphia is situated high 
on a bluff on the Ouachita River. Everything in and around this 
lace indicated its former prosperity, the fine residences a little 
ilapidated and neglected, perhaps, but still bearing signs of better 
times ; its extensive trade, both by river and land; for the steam- 
boats run on the Ouachita up to this place during two-thirds of the 
ear, and it was also the great thoroughfare to Texas. The sterile 
ands and deserted farms which we had met thus far on our march 
gave way to a fertile country and cultivated lands; the marks of 
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*Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows 3 men killed, 1 officer and 11 men 
wounded, and 1 man missing during the campaign. 
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miles from Spoonville. The enemy, not doubting but that the ex 


~at Spoonville, 12 miles distant. The main road leads from. Arka lel- 
phia direct to Washington, but one branches off at a point about 


dition would, with its large trains, have to keep the main road, h 
occupied the crossing of the Little Missouri in great force. 
General Steele, having arrived at the forks of the road on th 

2d, sent part of the cavalry forward on the main road as if hi 
intended to keep on this with his whole army, which, however 
turned in at the by-road, part of the forces pushing rapidly forward — 
so as to secure the crossing of the Little Missouri at Elkin’s Ferry, = 
in which they succeeded completely. The enemy found out his mis- — 
take too late, and although he tried to dispute our crossing at this — 

oint he was, after a short engagement, dislodged. General Rice’s 

rigade, having the rear and the large train in its charge, had (since 
we left Spoonville, the -2d) an almost continuous skirmish with — 
Shelby’s brigade, inflicting asevere loss on the enemy. Wehad but — 
just arrived, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, at Okolona, a small — 
village of only few houses, when we were attacked’ by the enemy. 
Companies EK, F, H, and K were deployed as skirmishers, but the — 
enemy quickly retired, Company K alone coming up with his skir- — 
mishers, exchanging several hundred shots with him without an 
casualties on our side. General Steele had determined to send Col- 
onel Engelmann’s brigade, to which the Forty-third Illinois belongs, 
the next day back to Spoonville to gather, if possible, some infor- 
mation about General Thayer, while the main army was to move 
forward for the purpose of crossing the Little Missouri. 

The enemy hovered around our lines, skirmishing commencing on 
the morning of the 3d. Company D had been sent forward as skir- 
mishers. Company B was sent next, and these had soon a brisk 
skirmish with the enemy. Here Corpl. John Rauth, Company B, 
was slightly wounded. At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon we had 
got in march toward Spoonville again, where we arrived the next 
day. We remained till the 5th, when no intelligence whatever 
having been gathered respecting General Thayer, the brigade 
moved back to rejoin the main army, which it reached the same 
evening after a fatiguing march of 22 miles. The enemy had been 
severely punished in the several skirmishes, for we found all along 
the road to Spoonville new-made graves, and in the houses his 
wounded and dying. Another noticeable feature was that when 
we had first come over the road but rarely a man had been seen in 
any of the houses, while when going back to Spoonville any number 
of young men were seen loitering about. This was noticed and 
commented upon by all. The day after rejoining the army, the 
6th, we crossed the Little Missouri, and after having passed 
through a bottomless bottom for about 3 miles, and this only with 
great difficulty, we camped on the rising highland, where the 
enemy had felled trees and where some resistance had been made, 

On the 9th, General Thayer came up, and on the 10th, the regi- 
ment, the brigade having the advance, left for Prairie D’Ane. 
Marching 4 miles in a due southern direction through a pine forest 
we approached the northern edge of Prairie D’Ane at 3 p. m. Like 
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is lies this beautiful prairie in midst of dense forests and _ 
most impassable swamps, a relief for the eye of the traveler, who — 
yas for many days hardly seen anything but rocks crowned by dark “= 
“pines or the gloomy cypress swamp. The prairie, elevated above the = 
surrounding country, rises gradually toward its center. A ridge a 
‘running along the northern edge, slightly covered with brush, was 
occupied by a strong force of the enemy’s sharpshooters, who kept up 


=. 


an annoying fire on our lines, they being well protected by the crest 
of the eminence and the low bushes, while we were standing low and 
_ without cover. a B was deployed as skirmishers and soon 
_ were engaged, when I received orders to advance with the Forty- 
_ third and to drive the enemy from his position. The hearty cheer 
_ with which the men received the order to charge demonstrated how 
well the order corresponded with their heart’s desire. In double- 
- quick the regiment rushed forward, not stopping till the height was 
_ won, from which the rebelsin haste fell back upon their main force. 
_ This we saw now half a mile farther south drawn up in a long 
line along the crest of another and somewhat higher ridge. I was 
_ ordered to halt, and soon the other regiments moved up and formed 
on our right and left. Now the enemy’s battery opened and our 
artillery, especially Captain Vaughn’s battery, replied promptly and 
with telling effect. For half an hour the artillery kept up a brisk 
fire, then a general advance was ordered, but as soon as our forces 
commenced ascending the slope of the hitherto contested ridge the 
enemy’s lines began to waver. The Federal regiments vied with 
each other to reach the height, and again the Forty-third had the 
honor to pass first over the position just now deserted by the enemy, 
who, under cover of the twilight, hastily retreated in a southwestern 
direction toward that part of the prairie where the main road to 
Washington and Fulton on the Red River enters the wood. Night 
had already come when our line was formed in the new position, 
and there we rested on our arms. 

At 8.30 the enemy planted two pieces of artillery behind the brow 
of the nearest ridge, half a mile distant and running parallel with 
the one occupied by us, and for about an hour a lively exchange of 
shells took place between the enemy and Vaughn’s battery. Al- 
though our opponent’s shells were thrown with great precision and 
exploded over and around us, Iam happy to say that we had no 
wounded inthe regiment. Gallant Lieutenant Thomas, of Vaughn’s 
battery, was stunned for some time by a concussion from frag- 
ments of a shell exploding over his head. Toward midnight rebel 
cavalry, who had formed behind a grove of cottonwood trees, dashed 
suddenly with great gallantry over the prairie toward Vaughn’s bat- 
tery, attempting to capture the pieces, but they met with a hot re- 
ception and a bloody repulse. With the early daylight skirmishing 
commenced again. In the evening a reconnaissance with the whole 
army took place. The artillery exchanged few shots with the enemy, 
who was found strongly intrenched at the southwestern edge of the 
prairie, near Folk’s plantation. During the night to the 12th of 
April we lay in the same position as the previous night. On the 
morning of the 12th, anxious to meet the rebels in their works, our 
army moved forward, keeping more in the direction toward the left 
of the line of fortifications. Now and then skirmishers became en- 
raged, but when we came in sight of their rifle-pits, which extended 
Erover 14 miles along the highest ridge, just on the skirt of the 
forest, the enemy’s skirmishers disappeared. Now our army as- 


via Moscow. x 
On the evening of the 12th, we caniped near Terre Rouge Creek. — 
Terre Rouge Creek bottom, which extends where we had to pass it 
about 7 miles, was considered almost impracticable for wagons. On 
the 13th, we entered this bottom. Our regiment had. to escort the 
train. With no other but sometimes a very involuntary halt, when 
a team broke down and obstructed the narrow passage, or while — 
part of the men built a corduroy road, which usually disappeared 
in the bottomless swamp before fifty wagons had passed over, we | 
toiled and struggled on until noon the 14th, when we had behind us — 
the last of these 7 miles of mire and swamp. Now the enemy had — 
found out our changed route of march, and while he sent a part of 
his force to annoy our rear he hurried his main force on the road 


running south of our road and almost parallel with it in -the same — 


direction to reach the fortifications of Camden. Near the junction, © 
about 12 miles west of Camden, the enemy appeared in force, stub- 
bornly contesting the onward march of our advance, under General 
Rice, attempting to keep us at bay till the main part of his army, 
now moving on the road that leads via Woodlawn to Camden, would 
have reached that latter place. The nature of the ground did not 
admit the deployment of a large force, but General Rice succeeded 
finally to overthrow all obstacles, to force the enemy to retreat in 
confusion, and on the evening of the same day we reached the tem- 
porary place of our destination. 

Camden, high on the banks of the Ouachita, is a strongly fortified 
town. It had been, up to our occupation, the headquarters of Gen- — 
eral Price. What has been said of Arkadelphia might be repeated 
here. It is, next to Little Rock, the largest and most prosperous 
town in the State. _ But our occupation of this beautiful place 
proved of short duration. Already on the 16th, our rations gave al- 
most entirely out; the men had received but half rations of crackers 
ever since we left Little Rock; forage for the horses was all along 
very scarce, and on the 17th [18th] a large forage train of 180 wagons, 
which had been sent out some 12 miles west from Camden, was cap- 
tured by the enemy near Junction. TVirst Kansas, African descent, 
who were acting as escort to the train, fought bravely and heroically, 

On the 19th, the Forty-third Ilinois, the Fiftieth and Twenty-ninth 
Towa, all under command of Col. Thomas H. Benton, jr., were sent 
out to meet a provision train, which had been sent from Pine Bluff 
for the army at Camden. That same evening, having marched 
about 17 miles, we met the train, with which we reached Camden on 
the 20th, 

On the 23d, an empty train of 200 wagons, escorted by the Forty- 


r-$i xth Seventy-seventh Ohio, left . 
- to get. supplies. The train was attacked by — 
ene ming numbers. The greater part of these — 
ents, after a stubborn fight, were captured, as slo the whole — 
ain. About this time intelligence reached us that General Banks’ — 
expedition against Shreveport was a failure; that. he had been in- 
deed driven back with loss, and that Kirby Smith himself was at the 
_ head of several divisions on his way to Camden to crush General 
_ Steele. It now became apparent that the army could not draw its 
_ supplies for any length of time from its base, which was so far dis- 
tant as Pine Bluff, for the enemy could now throw with impunity a 
_ very large force in our rear, which he had done already so: success- 
fully, even before the re-enforcements from General Smith reached 
. ‘The evacuation of Camden, therefore, became an imperative 
“necessity. The trains were taken across in the afternoon of the 26th ; 
the same night the troops crossed, this regiment having the honor to 
cover the rear, and at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 27th, the pon- 
' toon was taken up and the army took up its line of march toward 
s ee ida After an undisturbed march of 17 miles we camped for 
_ the night. 
- Reached Princeton the next day, the 28th, leaving there on the 
_ 29th, the brigade having the rear. When about 8 miles from Prince- 
ton the rear was attacked. Some companies were deployed and left 
as a support to a section of Vaughn’s battery, while the others 
moved on. Having arrived to within 3 miles of the Saline the reg- 
iment, with a section of Vaughn’s battery, was left on a ridge, the 
last ti of high ground before entering the bottom. The regiment 
was formed behind a crest of the ridge, the first battalion to the 
right, the second to the left of the section of artillery. From each 
company a few men were sent forward as skirmishers; they were 
soon engaged in a brisk fire with those of the enemy, who had inthe 
meanwhile made their appearance. The skirmishing continued until 
dark, when the regiment was relieved by the Thirty-third Iowa, in 
the rear of which regiment we rested for the night. At 3 o’clock 
the next morning, the 30th, the regiment was ordered about 1 mile 
to the rear. The men had marched the previous day without any 
rations, had lain during the night in an exposed position, and 
although a general engagement could at any moment be expected, it 
was necessary to allow the men to cook whatever little they did have. 
Thus in the rear of the line of General Rice's brigade preparations 
for cooking were made, while the rattling of musketry at some dis- 
tance made it doubtless that the enemy had commenced the attack. 
The Forty-third Illinois was ordered to cross a deep creek, with high 
steep banks, which runs in the direction of the position occupied by 
the right wing of General Rice’s brigade. While executing this 
movement the engagement had become general over the whole line. 
The enemy massing his forces, far outnumbering ours, tried in suc- 
cession every part of the line of our division. 

Owing to the nature of the ground movements in force on the 
north side of the creek were impossible, and the regiment was 
ordered to recross it. After having then formed on an open field 
the regiment moved forward to take its position in the second line 
of battle, between the Fiftieth Indiana and Fortieth Iowa. Halting 
in this position for some time it appears that the right wing of the 
first brigade was hard pressed, and Capt. A. Blocki, assistant adju- 
tant-general, brought orders from General Rice to relieve in that 
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mass between the dark trees over the swampy ground, that it was” 
impossible to see anything at a distance of 20 yards ; and although — 
not authorized to change the position of the regiment in the line o 
battle, I followed, under these circumstances, the demand to move 


forward, loudly expressed by officers and men, and with a hearty — 
cheer the Forty-third Illinois rushed forward through the smoke over 
the ground but lately occupied by the enemy’s solid columns, now cov- — 
ered everywhere with his dead and wounded. Weadvanced several — 


hundred yards, sometimes halting and firing and advancing again. 
We soon found that the enemy had entirely withdrawn, and then re- 
turned again to our former position in the main line of battle, when 
Colonel Engelmann ordered the regiment to move on in the direc- 
tion of the river. We soon crossed the Saline and camped on the 


high ground north of the river, and the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry was _ 


over. > 

But to show against what odds this battle was fought it is neces- 
sary to state here that the enemy, having driven General Banks 
back, had hurried part of his exultant force, flushed with victory, in 
forced marches from the banks of the Red River to the Ouachita, 
and following General Steele’s army from there came up with it on 
the 30th of April, while the greater part of our forces had already 
crossed the Saline River, and only General Salomon’s division and a 
i regiments of General Thayer’s remaining still on the south side 
of it. 

Owing to the incessant rain during part of the 29th and the morn- 
ing of the 30th, the roads in the Saline bottom had become almost im- 
passable ; our trains and artillery stuck in the mud and swampsalong 
the road from the rear of General Salomon’s division to the river for 
about 2 miles, and then if they did move it was but for a few paces, 
when they stuck again. General Kirby Smith commanded in person, 
hurling his solid columns on General Salomon’s division and at- 
tacked furiously, but desperate as was the assault the enemy was 
repulsed with severe loss at every point. Every soldier (and this 
equally applies to the black as well as the white) did his duty fully 
and nobly, not an inch of ground being yielded. When at length the 
enemy had been completely repulsed and the trains had moved across 
the Saline, then the troops, who till then held the battle-field, also 
crossed the river. Our loss in this battle was 700, while that of the 
enemy was frightful, amounting toover 2,000. We had in this battle 
not more than 4,000 men, ‘while the enemy had, according to their 
statement, over 20,000 at and near the battle-field. Walker’s divis- 
ion, which had been in the battles fought against Banks, and which 
had there borne a conspicuous and, for them, a glorious part, -had 
been hurried from that victorious battle-field to one of still greater 
promise, for the total annihilation of General Steele’s army was their 
object, which would at once have put them again in possession of 
all of Arkansas, but they were defeated under the very eye of Gen- 
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some prisoners we also captured 3 cannons, 2 
¢ dees the Second Abe African descent. — 
shot was fired from our side during the battle. Onthe 


ued still impassable. The cannons had often to be pulled 
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nm the 3rd of May the infantry reached Little Rock again. The 
had gone through privations and hardships of the severest kind, 
had borne them cheerfully and with a never-wavering courage. 
here give but one item. The Forty-third Ilinois had present at 
nm on the 26th April 428 enlisted men, for whom on that day 
the following provisions were drawn: For April 27, 28, 29, and 30, 
coffee, three-fourths rations; salt, full rations; sugar, full rations ; 
, one-fourth rations; pilot bread, 129 pounds, and 5 bushels 
corn meal. And for May 1 and 2, the following: One hundred- 
_ pounds of coffee and 65 pounds of bacon. 
_ On the march as well as during the fight all officers and men of 
_ the regiment have conducted themselves in an exemplary manner, 
_ and proved themselves worthy of the reputation earned on other 
fields and worthy to be part of the Infantry Division, Seventh Army 
_ Corps. I owe my thanks, therefore, to all, but especially to Capt. 
_ Samuel Shimminger, for the energetic manner in which he assisted 
_ me as second field officer, and to Adjt. Gustav Wagenfuehr, for gal- 
lantry and promptness with which he performed all duties of his 
position. 

I would here beg leave to respectfully remark that the majorshi 
is made vacant by the resignation of Charles Stephani, and woul 
earnestly recommend to you Capt. Samuel Shimminger for this 

sition; for this gentleman not only is senior line officer and there- 
tore the first claimant by seniority, but his other qualities are such 
as to merit for him this position as a slight acknowledgment and 
reward for past services. 

I have the honor to transmit you herewith a list of the casualties* 
of the Forty-third Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers during the 
expedition ; as alsoa mapt showing the route pursued by our army, 
under the command of Maj. Gen. F. Steele, from March 23 till May 
3, 1864. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
ADOLPH DENGLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Forty-third Illinois, 


Col. ALLEN C. FULLER, es 
Adjutant-General of Illinois. 


No. 21. 


Reports of Col. John A. Gurrett, Fortieth Iowa Infantry, of skirmish 
at Okolona, skirmish at Prairie D’ Ane, and engagement at Jen- 
kins’ Ferry. 

Hpgrs. FortretH Iowa INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Near Elkin’s Ferry, Little Missouri River, April 7, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the skir- 
mish with the enemy at Okolona on the 3d instant: At 9 a. m., as 


* See foot-note, p. 731. + Not found. 
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wagons not absolutely necessary were destroyed, as the 


agh the mire by the men, but not one was lost on the retreat, — : 
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the companies on picket, of my regiment, fired some 250 rounds, with 
what result is not k 


severe, I think is not dangerous. He was brought in and attended 


-toat once by Surg. N. R. Cornell, of this regiment. Officers and -_ 


men did credit to themselves by their coolness and determination. — 
On the night of the same day Sergt. David A. Tanner, of Company ~~ 
C, in the extreme advance of the brigade on the march to Spoonville, 
was fired at and wounded in the calf of the leg by a rifle or musket — 
shot. Several shots were fired at him. The wound, though painful, 
is not dangerous, and is an honorable mark of his daring, his cool- 
ness, and his devotion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. GARRETT, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. Witu1am E. Fay, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. . 


Hpgrs. FortietH Lowa INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camden, Ark., April 18, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Fortieth Iowa in the engagement of Prairie D’Ane, on 
Sunday, the 10th instant: About 3 p. m. the Third Brigade, Colonel 
Engelmann commanding, came in full view of the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers, deployed in the undergrowth and among the scattering trees in the 
edge of the prairie. . By direction of Colonel Engelmann, I immedi- 
ately formed line on the right of Captain Vaughn’s (Third Illinois) 
battery, and threw out companies A and F to the front and right as 
skirmishers, under command of First Lieutenants Anderson, of A, 
and Kennedy, of F, Company A was deployed. They at once passed 
through and beyond, relieving a line of dismounted cavalry which 
had been previously deployed, and were soon engaged with the 
enemy. I now received an order from Colonel Engelmann to ad- 
vance my line, a part deployed. By direction, Major Smith moved 


preerve, 


‘ne ‘ery acte E 

_ tenant C ie, Company K, and First Sergeant Baird, Company G. 
_ The major was directed to connect with Companies A and F if prac- 

 ticable. He moved at once, effected the junction, and continued to 
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cae Campbell ding C C 
aptain Campbell commanding Company B; Captain Sen- 
; First Lieutenant Amos, Cannons H $ Hirst Lieu- 


advance, joining the skirmishers of the Forty-third Illinois on the 


left. I moved forward the other companies in line to act as a re- 


serve, or to be thrown forward, as the case might demand. Havin 
advanced a short distance, I received an order to push forward an 
take the high ground, which the enemy’s skirmishers now held. I 


_ now moved rapidly down a gentle slope through the timber, pushing 


up the company reserve of the advance, closely followed by the com- 
panies in line, and, having crossed a little branch, came to more 
open and ascending ground. At this time Major Smith ordered the 
skirmishers on the double-quick, and up they went with a rush and 
a shout, and took the enemy’s position. The firing was so warm and 
so close that the enemy gave way and fled to their line of battle, 
about three-quarters of a mile in rear of their skirmish line, which 
my regiment now occupied in one line, having advanced about half 
amile. The high ground gained, a halt was made, and in a tew 
moments the enemy opened a sharp fire of shot and shell with a fine 
range on my regiment and directly on our flag. Captain Vaughn's 
battery moved up through my line and opened fire on the enemy. 
The firing on both sides was now lively, the enemy’s bearing airecene 
on my regiment. After a few shots the range was changed, and 
after an hour’s fight the enemy fell back. A second advance was 
now ordered. I directed Major Smith to throw forward Companies 
A, H, and D as skirmishers, D under First Lieutenant Edmundson, 
which he did at once, connecting with a company of the Twenty- 
seventh Wisconsin onthe left. On the right of the Twenty-seventh 
I advaneed my regiment in line over the prairie down a gentle slope, 
crossed a little stream skirted with timber, and again struck rising 
ground, when the enemy opened fire again, which our skirmishers 
returned, continuing to advance. At dusk the brigade, having 
gained the crest of the rise on which the enemy was in line during 
the artillery fight, was halted for the night. My skirmishers were 
withdrawn, pickets thrown out, and Company I sent out on the right 
to connect with the cavalry force. We lay on our arms, the enemy 
keeping up the fire with musketry, shot, and shell at intervals. At 
one time, near midnight, they pressed us so closely that a part of my 

ickets were driven in, when a few shots from my regiment and the 

wenty-seventh Wisconsin, and a volley from Captain Vaughn’s 
battery, sent them off for the night. The casualties (all wounded) 
were as follows: In the line of skirmishers, first advance, Private 
Anthonus J. Butin, Company E, flesh wound, severe, during the 
night; First. Lieut. Caleb J. Amos, Company H, in the calf of the 
leg, slight ; Private Joseph 8. Stone, Company F, in thigh, severe ; 
Corpl. John J. Wade, Company I, in the right arm, amputated, and 
since dead; Private Jesse L. Anderson, Company I, in thigh, severe. 
In addition, Second Lieut. James W. Ward, Company I, and Private 
John Klinker, Company B, were struck with spent balls and 
bruised, though not injured. The following persons were missing : 
John H. Lappella, Company E. in action 12 miles west of Camden 
on the 18th of April, with forage train; Charles Johnson, Campany 
H, in action 12 miles west of Camden, on the 18th of April, with 


; wing as skirmishers, éach company having “ts outs < 


- Capt. Wiru1am E. Fay, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpagrs. FortTIETH Iowa INFANTRY VOLUNTEERS, Derags 
; Little Rock, Ark., May 6, 1864. 


$m: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 


3 taken by my regiment in the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry on Saturday, 


the 30th of April, 1864: On the march on the 29th, my regiment was in 
the rear and was exposed to the fire of tlhe enemy for miles before reach- 


_ ing camp ; after which time, besides the usual picket detail, four of my 


companies were deployed as skirmishers and were engaged at inter- 
vals with the enemy till dark, and during the entire night the most 


‘vigilant watch was kept by every officer and man of these companies, 


At daylight we were relieved by the Thirty-third Iowa, Colonel 
Mackey, when I moved my regiment forward a mile and halted in the 
edge of an open field, facing our late rear, my right resting on the 
road. About 7 o’clock firing commenced, and steadily grew warmer 
and came closer, till it became evident the enemy was advancing in 
force, determined to give battle. At 8 o’clock, by direction of Col- 
onel Engelmann, commanding brigade, I threw out Companies B and 
F, under Captain Campbell, to the left and front as skirmishers. 
They moved into the woods some distance to watch, and, if neces- 
sary, engage the enemy. By direction 1 now moved my regiment 
forward to within a short distance of the advance line, now engaged 
with the enemy, my right resting on the.road. In a few minutes, 
as directed, Major Smith with the four right companies crossed the 
road, leaving Companies A and D, under Lieutenant Anderson, to sup- 
port asection of Captain Vaughn’s battery occupying the road. The 
major moved Companies C and I across a narrow, deep stream, 
passed over an open field and deployed them in the woods, to observe 
and, if opportunity offered, engage the left flank of the enemy. Col- 
onel Engelmann now directed me to move to the left and front with 
my four companies, H, EK, K, and G, and form on the left of our 
forces now engaged, as they were hard pressed, As the most expe- 
ditious, I moved by the left flank. At this time so great a number 
from our engaged line were retreating in disorder and haste it looked 
almost like a panic. On nearing the left of the line, a force as large 
or larger than my own was retreating inline. Arriving near where 
the left of this retiring force had rested I filed to the left, then moved 
to the front till a little in advance of the line on the right, halted 
and opened fire. While getting in position the fire of the enemy was 
pouring on my little command, and now we were not only on the 
extreme left, but some distance from the left of the line on the right. 
In a short time I moved my companies forward and to the right, 
joining some companies of the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin, which 
also advanced, and of which the officers and men were doing their 
whole duty. The line now advanced, making short halts, then mov- 
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orward. After advancing a short distance we began to pass 

over the enemy’s dead, and my men moved right on with a shout; 

pouring in a well-directed fire on the retreating enemy. The line 
| ae a half mile or more, the fire of the enemy ceased 

_ anda halt was called. About this time the Twelfth Kansas came up— 

_onmy left. My men, out of cartridges, now resupplied themselves’ 

- eben egy brought on horseback, which they opened with their 

onets. : 

3 he colonel of the Twelfth Kansas having been wounded, the  __ 

_ captain commanding, fearing a flank movement on his left, fell back 

some 200 yards. ter half an hour’s lull, the enemy, with heavy © 

re-enforcements, moved up in close range and opened fire again. 

Our whole line now became engaged, and the firing on both sides 

_ was heavy; some say terrific. My little command was under cross- 

fire, receiving, I think, the concentrated fire of two regiments which, 

_ having moved up by the flanks, met and formed directly in m 

front. My men were pie eee but held their ground, not yield- 

_ inganinch. [sent for the Twelfth Kansas to come up on my left ; 

_ it moved, but halted 50 yards short of the line and opened fire. I 
went back and moved it up.in line, when it ponred a splendid volley 
right into the ranks of the enemy, and thus relieving in part my 
command from the terrible fire which was wasting it so fast. This 
last engagement lasted about an hour, till 12.30 o’clock, when the 
enemy fell back, then withdrew, leaving our little army the field— 
the victors. 

I lost, out of less than 100 men, 6 killed, 34 wounded (some mor- 
tally, many severely), 4 captured, and 1 missing, a full list of which 
has been reported. 

In common with officers and men I regretted that all my compa- 
nies could not go into the engagement together. I may here state 
that my men had drawn no bread for five days; that they had a 
coffee supper on the night of the 29th; a coffee breakfast, a part 
getting a Hittle meat, on the morning of the battle; that it rammed 
almost a flood during the night of the 29th and morning of the 30th; 
that the battle was fought in Saline Bottom, covered by a heavy 
forest ; and that mud and mire and sheets of water were every- 
where. My men fired from 60 to 100 rounds each. N. R. Cornell, 
my surgeon, did all in his ae to care for the wounded. Lieuten- 
ant Baird was wounded, while fearlessly doing his duty in the hot- 
test of the fight. My color-bearer, Mortimer W. Nelson, as brave a 
man as ever bore a flag, was shot in the shoulder and fell. Out of 
four, two color guards, Corporals Davis and Bare, fell severely 
wounded, and I regret to say Davis was left on the field. Lieuten- 
ant Amos commanded Company H; Captain Sennet, Company EK, 
Lieutenant Christie, Company K, and Captain Jordan, Company G. 
Officers and men fought with the cool determination of veterans, 
and with the desperate valor of men appreciating that all was at 
stake on the Saas One noble sergeant, Simmons, of Company H, 
shot in the breast, when his lieutenant told him the enemy was beaten, 
waved his hand and died with a smile. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

JOHN A. GARRETT, 

Colonel, Commanding. 
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Capt. WILLIAM EF. Fay, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


as Report of Col. Corr d Krez, Twenty 
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eventh Wisconsin Infantry, 


skirmish at Okolona, 


Camp near Elkin’s Ferry, Ark., April 9, 1864, 


Sir: I have the honor to report, when, on the 3d of April, 1864, in 


camp at Okolona, the picket-line was attacked by the enemy, two of 


my companies were on picket, and seven were detached and stationed_. = 
at different points to support the line, by the order of the colonel — 
commanding brigade, leaving one company in camp. At about 11 ~ 


a. m. I was ordered to collect the companies and to clear the woods 
for about 2 miles, if possible. When I had collected three, besides 
the company in reserve in camp, I marched them deployed in line 


along the foot of the hill on which we were encamped, where I dis-_ 


covered the enemy to the left, where I supposed the rest of my com- 
panies stationed between me and them, and commanding part of the 
road. The pickets here had fallen back for cover to the other side 
of the road. I ordered a forward movement. We cleared the rise 
of the ground, which was covered with an almost impenetrable 
thicket of hawthorn. The enemy fell back to the other side of a 


clearing on high ground, and the ravine dividing that clearing from - 


another hill running parallel with the road, where they maintained 
a heavy fire immediately in front of the three rigs deployed’ 
by me, and at that time opened with artillery and t 

canister to the right of Company G. The enemy was well covered 
by large timber at the edge of the open fields on the right and left, 
which we could not cross without. heavy loss of life. On the right 
we had the support of a squad of the Fortieth Iowa Volunteers, of 
15 men and 2 sergeants, who fought with the companies on the right. 
Company G, leaving 2 dead on the field, was compelled to fall back, 
and in order to prevent the other two ‘companies from being out- 
flanked I ordered them to retreat far enough to re-establish the line 
on the rise of the ground, where we first met the enemy’s fire. A 
comparatively strong force of the enemy was at the same time ob- 
served moving to the extreme left of my line. On sending word to 
the colonel commanding, two companies of the Seventy-seventh Ohio 
Volunteers came to the support of my left. A heavy thunder-storm 
broke out and interrupted further operations. After that I was ena- 


bled to ascertain the position of my companies to the right, and I 


gave directions to the right and to the left of the line so to move as 
to outflank them, and as soon as the general movement of my whole 
line began, the enemy withdrew, firing four or five stray shots from 
the bottom of the ravine. Between 2 and 3 o’clock in the afternoon 
the woods were cleared of the enemy, according to order. I lost 3 
killed—Private Safra Vilett, of Company A ; William Anding and 
Patrick Knox, of Company G—on the field, whom we buried at Oko- 


‘lona, and 3 wounded, 1 private, Cassander Knowles, of Company K, 


who has since died; 1 private, Christian Gunderson, of Company 
H, severely, and 1 private, Thron Olsen, slightly. 
Respectfully, yours, : 
CONRAD KREZ, 
Colonel Twenty-seventh Regt. Wisconsin Vol. Infy. 
Capt. WILLIAM E. Fay, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-SEVENTH WISCONSIN INFANTRY,  — ~ 


7 ee ee One apt 


rew grape and 


- of the enemy under command 


. ~ No. 23. 


“a 
, 7 


April 13.—The brigade was engaged inaction against the forces 
) 


- Moscow, Ark. The action commenced at 1 p. m. and lasted until 


5 
shell) and used grand and canister with good effect. 
_ were repulsed an 
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p.m. The Second Indiana Battery fired 210 shots {poe and 
he enemy 
driven 4 miles, when the brigade, under cover of 
night, withdrew and resumed the advance. Marched all night 
through a swamp. The loss on our side was 7 killed and 24 wounded. 
- A 18.—One section of the Second Indiana Battery and Eight- 
eenth Iowa Infantry were ordered out in Wepe of a forage train 
to Poison Spring, Ark., and was overwhelmed by the enemy ; the 
section of battery was captured. The loss in killed, wounded, and 
missing was 83. 
__ April 30.—The First and Second Arkansas Infantry were engaged 
in the action at Jenkins’ Ferry, on Saline River. 


No. 24. 


Report of Col. James M. Williams, First Kansas Colored Infantry, 
commanding detachment Frontier Division, of engagement at 
Poison Spring. 


CAMDEN, ARK., April 24, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of for- 
aging expedition under my command: In obedience to verbal orders 
received from Brigadier-General Thayer, I left Camden, Ark., on 
the 17th instant with the following force, viz: 500 of the First 
Kansas Colored Volunteers, commanded by Major Ward ; 50 of the 
Sixth Kansas Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Henderson; 75 of 
the Second Kansas Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Mitchell ; 70 
of the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Utt; 
one section of the Second Indiana Battery, commanded by Lieuten- 
ant Haines ; in all, 695 men and two guns, with a forage train of 198 
wagons. é 
I proceeded westerly on the Washington road a distance of 18 
miles, where I halted the train and dispatched parts of it in different 
directions to load, 100 wagons, with a large part of the command 
under Major Ward, being sent 6 miles beyond the camp, These 
wagons returned to camp at midnight, nearly all loaded with corn. 
At sunrise on the 18th, the command started on the return, loading 
the balance of the train as it proceeded. There being but few wagon 
loads of corn to be found at any one place, I was obliged to detach 
portions of the command in different directions to load the wagons, 
until nearly my whole available force was so employed. At a point 
known as Clross-Roads, 4 miles east from my camping-ground, IT met 
a re-enforcement of the following force, viz: Eighteenth Iowa In- 
fantry, 375 men, Captain Duncan ; Sixth Kansas Cavalry, 25 men, 
Lieutenant Phillips; Second Kansas Cavalry, 45 men, Lieutenant 


*Fyrom monthly return, 


Itinerary of First Brigade, Frontier Division, for April, 1864. 


enerals Maxey and Dockery, at — 


cavalry, 


_ day, coming as > Mart 
_. days without halting, had so worn upon the infantry that f 
of the First Kansas (colored) were rendered unfit for duty. Many 


of the cavalry had, in violation of orders, straggled from their com- 


~mands, so that at this time my effective force did not-.exceed 1,000 


men. 3 
At a point 1 mile east of this my advance came upon a picket of — 


the enemy, which was driven back for 1 mile, when a line of the ~ 
enemy’s skirmishers presented itself. Here I halted the train, formed ~ 


a line of the small force I then had in advance, and ordered that 

ortion of the First Kansas Colored Volunteers which had previously 
Boot guarding the rear of the train to the front, and gave orders for 
the train to be parked as closely as the nature of the ground would 
permit. I also opened a fire upon the enemy’s line from the section 


x 


a 
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of Second Indiana Battery, for the double purpose of ascertaining, — 


if possible, if the enemy had any artillery in position in front, and 
also to draw in some foraging parties which had previously been 
dispatched upon either flank of the train. No response was elicited 
save a brisk fire from the enemy’s skirmishers. Meanwhile the 
remainder of the First Kansas Colored Volunteers had come to the 
front, as also those detachments of cavalry which formed part of 
the original escort, which I formed in line, facing to the front, with 
detachment Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry on my left, and detach- 
ments Second and Sixth Kansas Cavalry on the right flank. I also 
sent orders to Captain Duncan, commanding Kighteenth Iowa Vol- 
unteers, to so dispose of his regiment and the cavalry and howitzers 
which came out with him as to protect the rear of the train, and to 
keep a sharp lookout for a movement upon his rear and right flank. 
Meanwhile a movement of the enemy’s infantry toward my right 
flank had been observed through the thick brush, which covered the 
surface of the country in that direction. Seeing this, I ordered for- 
ward the cavalry on my right, under Lieutenants Mitchell and Hen- 
derson, with orders to press the enemy’s line, force it if possible, and 
at all events to ascertain his position and strength, fearing, as I did, 
that the silence of the enemy in front was but for the purpose of 
drawing me on into the open ground which lay in my front. At this 
juncture a rebel soldier rode into my lines and inquired for Colonel 
De Morse. From him I learned that General Price was in command 
of the rebel force, and that Colonel De Morse was in command of a 
force on my right. The cavalry had advanced but 400 yards, when a 
brisk fire of musketry was opened upon them from the brush, which 
they returned with true gallantry, but were forced to fall back. In 
this skirmish many of the cave i were unhorsed, and Lieutenant 
Henderson fell, wounded in the abdomen, while gallantly urging his 
men forward. Inthe mean time I formed five companies of the First 
Kansas Colored Volunteers with one piece of artillery on my right 
flank, and ordered up to their assistance four companies of the Eight- 
eenth lowa. Soon my orderly returned from the rear with a message 
from Captain Duncan, stating that he was so closely pressed in tha 
rear by the enemy’s infantry and artillery that the men could not be 
spared, 
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At this moment the enemy opened upon me with two batteries, 
one of six pieces in front, and one of three pieces on my right flank, 


At the same time he advanced his infantry both in front and on my 
right flank. From the force of the enemy, now for the first time 
made visible, I saw that I could not hope to defeat him; but still I 
_ resolved to defend the train to the last, hoping that re-enforcements 
_ would come up from Camden. I suffered them to approach within 
— 100 yards of my lines,-~when I opened upon them with musketry 
_ charged with buck and ball, and after a contest of fifteen minutes’ 
_ duration compelled them to fall back. - Two fresh regiments, how- 
ever, coming up, they again rallied and advanced against my lines, 
_ this time with colors flying and continuous cheering, so loud as to 
_ drown even the roar of the musketry. Again I suffered them to 
ae even nearer than before, and opened upon them with buck 
_ and ball, their artillery still pouring in a cross-fire of shot and shell 
over the heads of their infantry, and mine replying with vigor and 
effect; and for another quarter of an hour the fight raged with des- 
ey fury, and the noise and din of battle of this almost hand-to- 
and conflict was the loudest and most terrific it has ever been my 
lot to listen to. Again were they forced to fall back, and twice dur- 
ing me contest were their colors brought to the ground, but as often 
raised. 

During these contests fully one-half of my infantry engaged were 
either killed or wounded. Three companies were left without an 
officer, and seeing the enemy again re-enforced with fresh troops it 
beeame evident that I could hold my line but little longer, f di- 
rected Major Ward to hold that line until I could ride back and form 
the Eighteenth Iowa in proper form to support the retreat of this 
advanced line. Meanwhile, so many of the gunners having been 
shot from around their pieces as to leave too few men to serve the 
guns, I ordered them to retire to the rear of the train and report to 
the commanding officer there. Just as I was starting for the line of 
the Eighteenth Iowa my horse was shot, and caused a delay long 
enough to obtain and mount another one, which done, I rode to the 
rear and formed a line of battle facing the direction in which the 
enemy was advancing. Again did the enemy hurl his columns 
against the remnant of men which formed my front and right 
flank, and again were they met as gullantly as before. But my dec- 
imated ranks were unable to resist the overpowering force hurled 
against my line, and after a check had been given their advance, 
seeing that our line was completely flanked on both sides, Major 
Ward gave the order to retire, which was done in good order, forming 
and checking the enemy twice before reaching the rear of the train. 
With the assistance of Major Ward and other officers I succeeded 
in forming a portion of First Colored Regiment in rear of the Eight- 
eenth Iowa, and when the enemy approached this line they gal- 
lantly advanced to the line of the Eighteenth Iowa, and with them 
poured in their fire. The Kighteenth Iowa maintained their line 
manfully, and stoutly contested the ground until nearly surrounded, 
when they retired, and, forming again, checked the advancing foe, 
and still held their ground until again nearly surrounded, when they 
again retired across a ravine which was impassable for artillery, 
and I gave orders for the pieces to be spiked and abandoned, 
After crossing this ravine I succeeded in forming a portion of the 
cavalry, which I kept in liye in order to give the infantry time to 


ng in an incessant and well-directed cross-fire of shot and shell. & 


. enable 


ceed our own. 

The conduct of all the troops under my command, officers and — 
men, was characterized by true soldierly bearing, and in no case 
was a line broken except when assaulted b an overwhelming force, 
and then falling back only when so ordered. The gallant dead, offi- 
cers and men, all evinced the most heroic spirit, and died the death 
of true soldiers. ; 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. WILLIAMS, 
Col. First Kansas Colored Vols., Comdg. Escort. 
Capt. WILLIAM 8. WHITTEN, ' ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Revised list of troops engaged and casualties in the action at Poison Spring; 
Ark., April 18, 1864, 
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Captured by the enemy : Second Indiana Battery, 2 10-pounder field guns ; Sixth 
Kansas Cavalry, 2 12-pounder mountain howitzers; quartermaster’s stores, 198 teams 
and wagons. 
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etatedant Smith has made no official seare put has informed’ 


me verbally that thirty-six wagons were sent from Thayer's divis- 


I am, colonel, very respectfully, your re servant, 
HENRY, , 
Capt. and Asst. Q. M., Chief Deoraaar Ark. Expdn. 


; No. 25. 


Report of Lieut. Barnett B. M itchell, Second Kansas Cavalry, of 
engagement at Poison Spring. 


CAMDEN, ARK., April 20, 1864. 


CoLoNnEL : In obedience to instructions paaareas in your circular 
dated Camden, April 19, 1864, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing statement regarding the detachment of Second Kansas Cavalry 
under my command: 

I left camp on the morning of the 18th instant with 75 enlisted 
men of the Second Kansas Cavalry. When Ir oes to you for 
duty you ordered me to detach one sergeant and 20 men as rear 

saard, to be subject to the orders of the officer commanding the 
fatantry portion of the same; the others, 54 men, you directed to be 
thrown on each side of the train as flankers. y loss in killed, 
wounded, and missing, is as follows :* 

During the engagement my detachment was necessarily so scat- 
tered that I cannot say what they did or did not. Those that were 
with me behaved well and stood their ground as long as any men 
could without falling into the hands of the enemy. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BARNETT B. MITCHELL, 
First Lieut., Second Kansas Cavalry, Comdg. Detachment. 


Col. J. M. WILLIAMs, 


C ommanding Escort. 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 man killed, 4 men Se x 8 men missing, 
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Report of Lieut. Baw ‘Cavalry 


Camp SECOND KANSAS CAVALRY,, _ 

se | In the Field, April 20, 1864. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in- — 

structions from brigade headquarters (Third Brigade, Frontier 

’ Division), I reported to you on tke 18th instant, with a detachment — 

of 45 men from Second Kansas Cavalry, which was engaged in th 

action of the 18th instant. The loss from my detachment is as fol- — 

lows, viz :* as ; = 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, aa 

beer, 1 EDWARD ROSS, 


Lieut. Company I, Second Kansas Cav., Comdg. Detach. 


Col. J. M: WILLIAMS, —, 
Seventy-ninth U. S. Colored Infantry. 


No. 27. 


Report of Eieut. Richard L.. Phillips, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of — 
engagement at Poison Spring. 
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Camp oF S1xtH Kansas, April 20, 1864. 


i CoLonEL : I have the honor to submit the following report : On 
- the 17th of April, 1864, I was detailed, with 25 men belonging to 
different, companies of the Sixth Regiment Kansas Cavalry, for the 
if purpose of re-enforcing Colonel Wiliams. My men were in the ad- 
i vance of the force sent out and were continually skirmishing with 
the enemy after leaving our pickets until going into camp for the 
Es night. We saw at no time more than 50 of the enemy. We went 
into camp about 10 miles from Camden. Sent to Colonel Williams 
to know if we should advance. He said for us to remain. During 
the night our camp was not disturbed. The following morning 
moved 2 miles farther and remained until the train had passed, © 
when Colonel Williams detailed 20 of my men to go 2 miles on the 
Washington road as escort to ten wagons for the purpose of getting 
corn. While on this duty the fight commenced. I then had the 
rest of my men go into the timber at the right of the road as skir- 
mishers in rear of the train. They soon came back and reported 
a regiment of infantry and two pieces of artillery immediately in 
front of them. Our cavalry then formed on the right of the Kight- 
eenth Iowa Regiment and remained until the colored regiment and 
section of Rabb’s battery had been routed and had fallen back to 
the rear of the train. 

I then was ordered by Colonel Williams to form what men I had - 
and assist his men that were wounded to get away, if possible, during 
which time my men acted as well as men could act under the cireum- 
stances; for the enemy were following the negroes and pouring a 
heavy fire into their ranks until sheltered by the timber. I remained 
with Colonel Williams and his men until we arrived at Camden. I 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 2 men wounded and 6 men missing. 


4s surrounded on three sides before 

iced. The two pieces of artillery on the right of 
é rear of the train were not used by the enemy 

rent. I lost no men from my cor d. . 

Meer RL. PHILLIPS, 

a Second Lieut. Company C, Sixth Kansas Vol. Cav. 

Col. J. M. WIL.iAms, . = 


No. 28. 


Report of Lieut. Anson J. Walker, Sixth Kansas Cavalry, of en- 
: gagement at Poison Spring. 


a CAMP NEAR CAMDEN, April 20, 1864, 
_ CoLonEL : I would respectfully report the part taken by a section 
of howitzers attached to the Sixth Regiment Kansas Volunteer Cav- 
alry in an engagement with the enemy on the 18th instant: First. 
umber of commissioned officers present, 1; number of enlisted 
men, 24. Second. Private Christopher C. Goodman, Company D, 
Sixth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and attached to and doing duty 
with a section of howitzers attached to the Sixth Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry, was killed in the early part of the engagement. Private 
Henry Gable, ren K, Sixth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, and 
attached to and doing duty with a section of howitzers attached to 
the Sixth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, is missing, supposed to be a 

risoner. Third. I was ordered with my command, in conjunction 
with the | aan Iowa Infantry and detachments of the Second, 
Sixth, and Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, all under command of Cap- 
tain Duncan, of Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, to re-enforce the escort 
to the forage train under command of Colonel Williams, First Kan- 
sas Colored Infantry, and proceeded with them to camp, about 12 
miles from Camden. I brought the section into battery three times 
on the march, our cavalry skirmishing nearly all the way to camp. 
I did not fire a shot, it not being necessary. On the morning of the 
18th, I moved on with the command until we met the train, distant 
about 3 miles. I then, after the train had passed, took my posi- 
tion in the rear with the rear guard, and moved on a short distance 
when firing commenced in front. I took my position three times on 
the right of road, facing to the front, but was each time ordered 
farther to the right. Iwas then ordered to fall back to the left of 
the road, facing to left. I remained there until our forces commenced 
falling back in disorder, when I was ordered to fall back to the hill 
in our rear, where I remained until ordered to retreat, the enemy 
pouring ina heavy fire from our right. I did so, and fell back about 
one-quarter of a mile, when we came to a creek where it was impos- 
sible to get the guns over, and I was obliged to abandon the guns, 
spiking while under a severe fire from the enemy. The men under 
my command behaved well. : 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. J. WALKER, 
First Lieut., Comdg. Howitzer Detach, Sixth Kans. Vol. Cav. 


Col. J. M. WIL.LiAMs, 
Commanding First Kansas Colored Infantry. 
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Report o 
a . CAMDEN, ARK., April 20, 
-. §1r: In answer to circular dated April 19, 1864, I have the honor to 
submit the following as my report: First. Josephus Utt, first lieute 
ant, K Company, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, comman 
ing detachment comprised of details from Squadrons A, C, EH, H, 
and K—mounted, 50; dismounted, 20; total, 70. On the morning of 
the 18th instant, First Lieutenant Smith, Company C, Fourteent 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, reported to the escort with 20 mounted 
-~ . men; total, 90 men and 2 commissioned officers of the Fourteenth 
Kansas Volunteer Cavalry. Second. Missing since the engagement — 
on the 18th instant.* Third. The conduct of the officers and men 
was good unde? the trying circumstances, being outnumbered eight 
or nine to one, and entirely surrounded, none being daunted ; con- 
tinued fighting with the most daring heroism, determined not to 
surrender, preferring death. After the right and left wings were 
broken and driven in and almost entirely surrounded, a galling ~ 
cross-fire broke the columns and it was impossible to form another — 
line at the rear of the train. Many heroic efforts were made by — 
the officers and men, though the result was so evident to all! A line — 
was partly formed where the charging columns of the enemy were ~ 
so numerous and their fire so destructive that it was again abandoned. — 
The entire train being sourrounded, and almost the entire command 
hemmed in, nothing but surrender or retreat was left. All prefer-— 
ring death to surrender, all was lost and retreat in the best possible ~ 
manner was the only recourse left. . : 
All of which is respectfully submitted, by your very humble- 


servant, ; 
JOSEPHUS UTT, “ 
First Lieut. Co. K, 14th Kans. Vol. Cav., Comdg. Detach. 
Col. J. M. WILuiaMs, 
Commanding Detachment. 
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No. 30. 


Report of Capt. William M. Duncan, Eighteenth Iowa Infantry, of 
engagement at Poison Spring. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH IOWA INFANTRY, 
Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to furnish you herewith a list as far as 
known of the killed, wounded, and missing of the Eighteenth Regi- 
ment Iowa Infantry; also a statement of our position and movements 
during the engagement. I had in the engagement 12 commissioned 
officers and 371 enlisted men. We first formed a line in the road 
with the howitzer on our left. Soon after a heavy column of infantry 
was discovered moving on our right flank. We then changed front 
and formed in the orchard on the south side of the the road, throw- ” 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 9 men, 


+ 


ing out two con as skirmishers—one in our front and one on” 
ur right __ We here were attacked in front and_on the right flank. 
Ve held this position until the Second Indiana Battery came back 


in retreat, when I was ordered to form on the north side of the road 
to protect the battery. Here we held our position, under a heavy 
fire from the front and left flank, until a portion of the battery had 
‘passed into the woods in our rear, when we-were ordered to fall back 


‘through an open field to the woods. I formed here and held the 
position for about twenty minutes, under galling fire from the front 
and right and left flanks from both infantry and cavalry. I should 
estimate their number at from 5,000 to 6,000. From this position 
we moved slowly back, forming seven different times in the space 
of one and one-half hours. We succeeded in checking the enemy 
in our front, but being attacked on both flanks and in our rear we 
‘retreated.in good order toward town. “I am unable to give the 
number of killed or wounded, as I have not yet-been able to get any 
account from the battle-field. There are a large number on the field 
‘known to be killed and wounded, but I cannot yet ascertain the 
names. Those that I report as wounded are wounded men who have 
arrived in camp since the engagement. The others are reported 
missing. The regiment arrived in camp at Camden about 8 o’clock 
on the evening of engagement. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. DUNCAN, 
Captain, Commanding Eighteenth Iowa Infantry. 


Colonel WILLIAMS. 


P. $.—Our total number of killed, wounded, and missing is 1 com- 
missioned officer and 79 enlisted men. eta 5e 


No. 31. 


Report of Maj. Richard G. Ward, First Kansas Colored Infantry, 
of engagement at Poison Spring. 


HEADQUARTERS First KANSAS COLORED VOLUNTEERS, 
Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 

CoLoNEL : In conformity with the requirements of the circular 
issued by you, April 19, 1864, I submit the following report of the 
conduct of that portion of the escort which I had the honor to com- 
mand, and of the part taken by them in the action of the 18th in- 
stant: I marched from the camp on White Oak Creek, with the six 
companies left with me as rear guard, about-7 a. m.. When I ar- 
rived at the junction of the Washington road I found the Hight- 
eenth Iowa Infantry and a detachment of cavalry waiting to relieve 
meas rear guard. At this moment I received your order to press 
forward to the front, as your advance was. skirmishing with the 
enemy. Upon arriving, agreeably to your order, I placed one wing 
of this regiment on each side of the section of Rabb’s battery to sup- 
port it and awaited further developments. After your cavalry had 
ascertained the position of the enemy’s force on our right flank, and 
Lieutenant Haines had planted one of his pieces in a favorable posi- 
tion, I placed Companies A, B, EK, and H in position to support it, 


We had hardly got into position 


whom a braver officer never existe 
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~~ Mitchell, commanding detachment Second Kansas Cavalry, was als 
_ driven in, when he was placed upon the extreme right, under your 


‘back upon our line by an over 
Lieutenant Henderson, commandin 


g letachment Sixth Kansas (th 
d), was severely wounded, an 
ordered Corporal Wallahan, Company M, Sixth Kansas, to form his — 


“men on my right. He had scarcely formed them ere Lieutenant — 


personal supervision. Scant Sl Gage 
The line of battle was now nearly in the form of the segment o 
a circle, the convex side being outward or toward the enemy, Com 
panies C and I being on the north side of the road facing towar 
the east, companies D and F on the south side of the road facing in — 
the same direction, whilst on my extreme right the men were drawn - 
up in line facing due south. It was now about 11.30 a.m. These — 
dispositions were scarcely made ere the enemy opened a severe — 
and well-directed fire from a six-gun battery, at the distance of about — 
1,000 yards. This battery was near the road due east of ourline. At — 
the same time a howitzer battery, reported to me as having four guns, * 
opened on the south opposite my right, at a distance of 600 or 700 —~ 
yards. Although this was much the severest artillery fire that any 
of the men had ever before been subjected to, and many of the men * 
were thus under fire for the first time, they were as cool as veterans _ 
and patiently awaited the onset of the enemy’s infantry. Justafter — 
12 o’clock the enemy’s battery slackened their fire, and their infantry — 
advanced to the attack. From the position of the ground it was 
useless to deliver a fire until the enemy were within 100 yards. I 
therefore reserved my fire until their first-line was within that dis- 
tance, when I gave the order to fire. For about a quarter of an hour 
it seemed as though the enemy were determined to break my lines 
and capture the guns, but their attempts were fruitless and they were 
ere to fall precipitately back, not, however, before they had — 
disabled more than half of the gunners belonging to the gun on the 
right. Again they opened their infernal cross-fires with their 
batteries, and through the smoke I could see them massing their 
infantry for another attack. I immediately applied to you for 
more men. Companies G and K were sent me. I placed Company 
K upon the extreme right (where the cavalry had rested, but — 
which had now retired), and Company G upon the left of Com- 
pany B. Shortly after these dispositions were made the enemy 
again advanced, this time in two columns, yelling like fiends. 
Lieutenant Macy, of Company C, whom you had sent out with skir- 
mishers from the left, was driven in, and I placed him with his small 
command between Companies Gand B. At this moment yourself 
and Lieutenant Haines arrived on the right, and I reported to you © 
the condition of the gun, only 2 men being left to man it, when you 
ordered it to the rear. Just as the boys were preparing to limber, a 
large body of the enemy was observed making for the gun in close 
column, whereupon Private Alonzo Hinshaw, of the Second Indiana 
Battery, himself double-loaded the piece with canister, and poured - 
into the advancing column a parting salute at the distance of about 
300 yards, andthen limbered. The effect was terrific. Our infantry 
redoubled their fire, and again the massed columns sullenly retired 
Three different times the enemy was thus repulsed, and as they were’ 
massing for the fourth charge, I informed you that I believed it 
would be impossible to hold my position without more men on my 


he 


ded Ling Y ehonlld fave thew ithe 
Theld my een until you return 


Ls your horse fall I gave you mine for the purpose of goin, 

Eighteenth Iowa to form them in a favorable (oie 
‘to fall back upon, Agreeably to your order to hold the ground 
any and all events until this could be done, I encouraged the men 


at the same time that my left 


_ center was sustaining the attack of ten times their number, I ordered 


4 
% 
. 


to fall back slowly toward the train, changing front toward the left 
_ to prevent the enemy from coming up in my rear. We here madea 
_ stand of about ten minutes, when I perceived that the enemy had 
- succeeded in flanking my extreme right, and that I was placed in a 


position to receive a cross-fire from their two lines. Iwas then com- 


_ pelled, in order to save even a fragment of the gallant regiment 
which for nearly two hours had, unaided, sustained itself against 


Price’s whole army, to order a retreat. 

Although a portion retired precipitately, the greater portion of 
them kept up a continual fire the whole length of the train. I 
ordered the men to retire behind the line of the Eighteenth Iowa 
and form, but, alas! four companies had lost their gallant com- 
manders and were without an fice By your aid, and the assist- 
ance of a few unharmed officers, I succeeded in collecting a few of 
the command and placing them on the left of the Eighteenth Iowa. 
As they were slowly forced backward others took position in the 
line, and did all that could be done to check the advance of the over- 
whelming forces of the enemy. I sent a small force to assist Lieu- 
tenant Haines in his gallant and manly efforts to save his guns, and 
had it not been for the worn condition of the horses I believe he 
would have succeeded. Accompanying this I send the reports of 
campany commanders of the losses sustained by their respective 
companies. It will be noticed that the heaviest punishment was in- 
flicted upon Company G, from the fact that it was worse exposed to 
the galling cross-fires of the enemy. 

You will see that I went into action with about 450 enlisted men 
and 13 officers of the line. Seven out of that gallant 13 were killed 
or wounded. Five* are reported dead on the field: Capt. A. J. Arm- 
strong, Company D; Lieut. B. Hitchcock, Company G;_ Lieut. 
Charles J. Soseea and Joseph B. Samuels, Company H, and Lieut, 
John Topping, Company B. The cheerful offering of the lives of 
such eoule men needs not the assistance of any studied panegyric to 
bespeak for it that spirit of lasting admiration with which their 
memories will ever be enshrined. Four companies fought their way 
to the rear without a commissioned officer. One hundred and seven- 
teen men are killed and 67 wounded, some of them mortally. I can- 
not refrain from mentioning the names of Capt. B. W. Welch, 
Company K, and Lieut. E. Q. Macy, Company C, both of whom 
were wounded, as among the number of sufferers who have earned 
the thanks and merit the sympathy of the loyal and generous every- 
where. Any attempt to mention the name of any soldier in particu- 
lar would be unjust unless I mentioned all, for every one, as far as 


*Capt. A. J. Armstrong and Lieut. B, Hitchcock were afterward found to be 
captured. 
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_ to renew their exertions and repel the coming charge, intending, if 

I succeeded, to take that opportunity of falling back instead of being 
compelled to do so under fire. iy sight succeeded in checking the 
advance, but my left being outflanke 


ance of the most arduous duties while subjected to the hottest fire. 
The loss in arms and clothing is quite serious, but from the ex- 
hausted state of the men it is strange that as many of them brought — 
in their arms and accouterments as did. Out of seventy-eight hours — 
preceding the action, sixty-three hours were spent by the entire com- ~ 
mand on duty, besides a heavy picket guard having been furnished — 
for the remaining fifteen hours. You are also reminded that the — 
rations were of necessity exceedingly short for more than a week | 
previous to the battle. We were obliged to bring our wounded * 
away the best we could, as the rebels were seen shooting those that — 
fell into their hands. The men who brought in the wounded were — 
obliged to throw away their arms, but the most who did so waited — 
till they reached the swamps, and then sunk them in the bayous. SS 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 

R. G. WARD, 
Major First Kansas Colored Volunteers. 


Col. J. M. Winut1aMs, 
Commanding Escort to Forage Train. 
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Recapitulation of losses.* 


Killed. Wounded. 


Command, > $ 
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COMIDAD YHA se aig nated adele nie v URNS bas NERO Soe ota OR ee ee a: Bl arte 6 20 
ME GUIDRDY AD ini Mnay pte oa DUS wend ora cae Oke TUT eae Ee 1 ci ree YG 19 
COHIPADY: OF Fn scitss sande owcesg bake oe ec SERN G PL oak on eee en een 15 1 4 20 
OGDEN I DD. Scans recies ov esp cd cot Mawacecanettas Oee ne eet OT RT OER 1 ol en 3 12 
COMPAR YW akin fis aen DOR aes bl geil pane hoe eS ons tp Ree ee 0 BSS gee 5 16 
COIBDAN YAEL, ihc. cinaser hi Gara ee NT REES CRN cis cats teens tty Raha eta ee 10 [eee 5 15 
OMA YEG eas oad ss oe eee ee ee L4d8 hs. ob aie 
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COTNVENY Tet neat ie tte si Sine san aT RES TEL AT Tee ne ee ee ee it elecs. 6 17 

COMPAR Y Kits coat ckire'e ces Oa Race eT Paani Fagus Eee Lae ee TE ETE 7 23° 

OUR A ys Soiitas's boob iy ccoisw ang Rage eREN en RETO Sieh oe nee 5 | 112 2 63 182 


G. WARD, 


Major First Kansas Colored Vols., Comdg. Regiment. 


* From nominal list. 
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of Lieut. 


William ne Gibbons, First Kansas Colored Infan- a 
try, of engagement at Poison Spring. Stay ces 
: _ Campen, ARK., April 21, 1864. 


wee 


____ CoLoNEL: In obedience to your order I have the honor to submit —__ 
_ the following report of the part taken by Companies C and I, First 

_ Kansas Colored Volunteers, during an engagement with the enemy — 
_ 14 miles west of this place, on the 18th instant: In obedience to your 
_ orders I assumed the responsibility of the movements of Companies 
Cand I, which composed the extreme left of our advance line, posted 
on the left-hand side of the road and supporting No. 1 piece of 


Rabb’s battery, and awaited the development of the enemy. Owing 


_ to the continued fire kept up by this piece, the gunners had used up 


their supply of ammunition except solid shot, and the piece was 
limbered to the rear about 100 yards in the rear of its former posi- 
tion, At this juncture I knew by the heavy musketry discharges on 
my right that the eight companies under Major Ward were heavily 
engaged, but I could see nothing in that quarter owing to the density 


of the smoke, Accordingly I kept a sharp lookout to the front to 


revent a flank movement by the enemy, which I anticipated. While 
the right was engaging the enemy with musketry, the six-gun bat- 
tery of the enemy planted in our immediate front continued to throw 
shell on our left, and the piece above referred to limbered still 
farther to the rear in order to adjust ammunition. I then ordered 
the two companies to fall back opposite the advance wagon of the 
train, which they did. Just then both horse and footmen to the 
number of about 100 crossed my front dressed in blue. Captain 
Graton and myself supposed them to be our own men, the Second 
or Sixth Kansas Cavalry, and the infantry I supposed to be a few 
Eighteenth Iowa men, who were acting the part of sharpshooters in 
the former part of the engagement, but I was soon undeceived by 
the appearance of a large body of infantry dressed in gray, follow- 
ing Srccity after, and the appearance of 400 or 500 rebel cavalry 
crossing the road farther off on the right of their infantry. I imme- 
diately ordered the men to fire, which was kept up for afew minutes 
only, but with such effect as to check the enemy’s advance. Being 
sorely pressed by an overwhelming number, and seeing the cavalry 
about to flank me on the left, I ordered a retreat and formed again 
about 60 yards to the rear. Again our men poured a deadly volley 
among the enemy, but it was impossible to hold the ground. How- 
ever, | would not suffer the men to fall back farther, until I saw that 
the left of the right wing was broken and making their way across 
the road between the mules and wagons, then I ordered the men to 
fall back in as good order as possible. : . 
During this maneuver I was on foot leading my horse, and in the 
attempt to mount my saber tripped me, my horse became scared and 
dragged me about 5 yards. During this, the infantry had all passed 
me and the enemy were bearing down on us with a yell. I need not 
say I mounted quick and rode away quicker, At the distance of 
about 100 or 150 yards, I came to the southwest corner of a fence 
surrounding an open field. .Here I found nearly all of Companies C 
and I, who had escaped the fire of the enemy, with a few men of 
other companies, and with the assistance of Captain Graton, Lieu- 
tenant Harris, and Captain Armstrong, whom If found there, I suc- 


oak 


IS 


: > deliver one volley. I saw that the rig 
the men pouring past me, and the cava 


_ the train was lost, my first idea was to save the men. So I ordere 
them to scatter and bear to the left, with the hope of being able 
~ to form on the left of the Eighteenth Iowa, in order to-protect the 
- guns which I saw were being driven through the timber a little 
in advance of me. I rode square off to the left and came up near 
~ the Highteenth Iowa just as they were leaping a fence. ake: A 
that to be their final repulse, I bore tothe right and came up with — 
No. 1 gun, which had run against a tree. I rallied a few men to the 
assistance of the gunners and the gun was freed, but it proceeded 
but little farther when it again ran against a tree, and the rear 
wheel-horse fell. Lieutenant Haines, commanding the section, then 
commanded the men to cut the horses loose and mount them, while 
1 man, I think the lieutenant himself, spiked the piece. This was ~ 
done ina ravine. Mounting the hill in front I could distinctly see 

the rebels shooting down our brave but fatigued boys. In a few 

minutes you overtook me. I still rode slowly on (knowing my horse 
could easily take me out of danger), giving such directions to all of 
our men I met as I thought would insure their safety. Whenabout — 
4 miles from the battle-field, in company with the adjutant of the — 

Kighteenth Iowa, I rode as fast as the nature of the country would 

_ allow for Camden, where I arrived about 8 p. m. 

Great credit is due both officers and men under my observation 

for the coolness, bravery, and Prone teas with which they obeyed 

and executed orders. I would especially mention First Sergeant 

‘Berry, Company I (supposed to be dead), whose efforts to keep his 

men in their place, urging them by all the endearments of freedom 

to keep their ground, were unceasing. He was a brave soldier and 

a noble man. 
I remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 
WM. C. GIBBONS, 
Adjutant First Regt. Kansas Colored Volunteers. 


Col. J. M. WILLIAMS, 
OComdg. First Regiment Kansas Colored Vols. 
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No. 33. 


Report of Lieut. William W. Haines, Second Indiana Battery, of 
engagement at Poison Spring. 


CAMDEN, ARK., April 20, 1864. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report, in obedi- 
ence to circular received this day: First. There was with the section 
myself and 32 enlisted men. Second. I had 4 men wounded—Corpl. 
George Walker, in left knee by piece of shell; John Highstreet, 
with musket-ball in left breast, I think mortally; Levi H. Burgess, by 
musket-ball passing through left leg; Charles Van De Venter, by 


in left temple, fracturing-the skull; Alonzo Hinshaw, 

I think he is Killed, Third. My men all acted the part of 
1 obedient soldiers, doing promptly and cheerfully what I~ 
. After firing all the canister I had with my gun on our right — 
flank, in obedience to your order, I reported with my section toCap- 
_ tain Duncan at the rear of the train. He ordered me to take position = 
4 \ ee about 900 a in his rear and to his left. On arriving at = 
_ the place I found the rebel cavalry: by a flank movement had come | — 
_ between me and Captain Duncan’s battalion. I had no person there = 
_ to support me except one Second Kansas Volunteer cavalryman, and 

_ the rebels were advancing on pieces. There was no road, and the 
_ woods were so thick that I could not go as fast as the rebel cavalry, . 
_ sol ordered my drivers to cut their horses loose and save themselves 
_ and spike the rear piece and abandon them. My men all returned 
_ to camp except Highstreet, Van De Venter, Burgess, and Hinshaw. 

_ They still remain in the hands of the enemy. 

. I have the honor to remain, yours, &c., , 
e WM. W. HAINES, 
First Lieutenant, Second Indiana Battery. 


Col. J. M. WrI.uiams, 
First Kansas Colored, Commanding Escort. 


No. 34. 


Report of Col. Samuel J. Crawford, Second Kansas Colored In- 
fantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


Camp SECOND Reat. Kansas CoLoRED INFyY. VOLS., 
Fort Smith, Ark., May 20, 1864. 


CaPpTaINn: I have the honor to report the part taken by my regi- 
ment in the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry, April 30, 1864. During the 
four days preceding said 30th of April my regiment marched from 
Camden, Ark., to the Saline River; on one-quarter rations, through 
almost unprecedented mud and rain without tents or transportation. 
During the night of the 29th, my regiment remained in line of battle 
1 mile from the crossing of the Saline River, exposed to a very severe 
rain-storm. Early on the morning of the 30th, I was directed by 
Colonel Adams, commanding brigade, to move my regiment for- 
ward and halt near the pontoon bridge crossing the river. I exe- 
cuted the order, arriving near the bridge about 8a. m. Soon after 
halting I heard scattering reports of small-arms to the rear, which 
proved to be the enemy advancing and skirmishing with the brigade 
acting as rear guard under General Rice. The light musketry fire 
increased rapidly and very soon grew into volleys from the entire 
brigade, an indication to me that the enemy was advancing in force. 
Convinced of the fact, I immediately countermarched my regiment 
for the scene of action. The road over which I had to march was 
exceedingly muddy, having a deep swamp on either side, Pushing 
foward, Rawever, as ‘rapidly as eg with my tired and hungry 
regiment, I soon reached the field and reported with my command 
to Brigadier-General Rice. On reporting he immediately directed 
me to throw my regiment in position on the right and relieve the 
Fiftieth Indiana Infantry, which had been engaged for some time 


= the captain executing the movement under a very heavy. 


and had expended their amnfimition. T at once threw 
- into line under a very heavy fire of musketry fro 
- moved forward to occupy the position pean me, 1 : 

diana Infantry retiring. Perceiving that the enemy were endeav 
- ing to flank our lines on the right, I detached Capt. ‘Frank Kiste: 
_ with two companies (D and C), directing him to cross a deep sloug 
or ravine on my right, engage the enemy, and check his movements 
in that direction at all hazards. The order was een: obeyed by 
re from the 
_ enemy and under circumstances which would try the netves of older | 

_ soldiers, effecting the object desired. From the position above indi-- 
cated I engaged the enemy incessantly for two hours, neither appar- 
ently gaining any advantage. I then began to press his lines, when. 
he moved forward a battery of three guns and put in position about 
250 yards in advance of my lines and opened fireon my regiment. See- — 
‘ing this movement and knowing that our lines could not be maintained 
with the batttery in that relative position, I requested permission — 
tochargeit. My request being granted, I ordered my regiment to fix — 
bayonets and charge the battery, which order was executed promptly 
and with a coolness and courage worthy of veterans, the regiment 
steadily advancing, with continuous and hearty cheering, under a 
galling fire of musketry and artillery, and keeping up during the — 
charge a steady fire upon the enemy’s aes, rincipally directed upon « 
the battery, until it was silenced and their lines thrown into confu- 
sion, when they precipitately fled from the field, leaving their killed 
and wounded, together with their artillery and a large quantity of — 
small-arms, in our possession. I santa ved: to advance my lines until 
I had passed the battery about 150 yards and halted my regiment, 
detaching a sufficient force to take the battery to the rear, and my 
men having entirely expended their ammunition, I retired for the 
purpose of procuring a supply. My purpose accomplished, I was 
again ordered to the front, and Goose y took position near the 
center of our lines. From this position I engaged the enemy about 
an hour, when he retreated, leaving the field in our possession. 
Having remained on the field about twenty minutes after the enemy 
had retreated, we were ordered to withdraw and continue our line 
of march, my regiment acting as rear guard. I was the last to leave 
the field. / 

The regiment lost during the engagement 1 officer and 72 men 
killed and wounded, a list of whom is hereunto appended.* Many 
instances of individual gallantry and daring occurred during the 
engagement. To particularize or make any distinction between 
officers is unnecessary ; they all did their duty nobly. . Capt. Alex- 
ander Rush, than whom a truer or braver officer never: lived, fell, 
pierced through the head by a musket-ball while gallantly leading 
his company into the battle. In him the regiment and army have 
lost a gallant and faithful officer, and his acquaintances a noble 
friend. Although it was the first engagement of moment in which 
the regiment had been engaged, ‘I have not seen, in the many conflicts 
I have witnessed during this war, troops who displayed a greater 
degree of coolness, courage, and daring than was displayed by the 
colored troops under my command during the battle of Jenkins’ 
Ferry, and although worn out with fatigue and hunger at the close 


. *Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 officer and 14 men killed, 55 men wounded, and 
3 men missing. 
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unity to render justice to two enlisted men attached to my com- _ 
/Sergt. John P, Mosley and Private George R. Benedict, 

Kansas Infantry, the former acting as first ser, + CGS 


“to leave the field. I here accep 


severely wounded near the latter part of the engagement. No 
of praise in this res would sufficiently do justice to their 
gic conduct on the field or to their soldierly qualities at all times. 
have the honor to be, very Especial Seep servant, 


“ 


a Colonel, Comdg. Second Regiment Kansas Colored Infy. 
Capt. W. 8S. WHITTEN, . 


: Assistant Adjutant-General.. 
- No. 35. 
: 


Reports of Ineut. Col. William T. Campbell, Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. SixtH Kansas VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
’ Camp near Camden, Ark., April 20, 1864. 
Sir: I would respectfully report that Lieut. R. Henderson, of 
Company G, Sixth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, was ordered to re- 
port to you with 50 enlisted men of this regiment. As the lieutenant 
was wounded and isabsent from the regiment, a detailed report can- 
not be given. But iman of his command is missing, viz, Private 
N. Cunningham, Company K, Sixth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers. 
The reports of the other officers of this regiment who formed part 
of the escort are inclosed.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. T. CAMPBELL, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Sixth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers. 
Col. J. M. WILLIAMs, 
Commanding Escort to Forage Train. 
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Fort SmitH, ARK., May —, 1864. 

Sir: The Sixth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, consisting of regi- 
mental headquarters and Companies A, C, G, K, and M, marched 
from camp near Roseville, Ark., under command of Lieut. Col. Will- 
iam T. Campbell, forming a junction on the 28th with the Frontier 
Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. J. M. Thayer. The regiment 
was then attached to the Third (or Cavalry) Brigade, and on the 9th 
of April, on the Little Missouri River, formed a junction with the 
Seventh Army Corps, Maj. Gen. F. Steele commanding. The regi- 
ment participated in the skirmishes on the 10th, 11th, and 12th, at 
Prairie D’ Ane. 

On the 13th, while preparing to march, was again attacked, the 
Frontier Division being in the rear. The enemy was repulsed and 
driven from the field of action, On the 14th, Company C lost 9 men 
killed, wounded, or captured, while foraging. On the 16th, the regi- 
ment, with the main command, arrived at Camden, Ark. 


* See reports of Phillips and Walker, pp. 748, 749, 


B, the latter as sergeant-major of my regiment, both of whom 


returned to Camden, and remained there until the 26th, when the — 
regiment, with the command, took up its line of march for Litth 


ock, 


~ On the morning of the 29th, about 10 o’clock, while the command 


was crossing the Ouachita River, the enemy attacked our rear guard, © 
which consisted of Companies C and K, Sixth Regiment. A sharp 
skirmish ensued, in which Private E. Gray, Company C, was severely — 


wounded, and 2 men of Company K missing. On the morning of — 


the 30th, the enemy attacked our army in force while crossing Sa-_ 


line River. In this engagement the regiment did not participate, 
two companies being occupied in guarding fordings on the Saline © 
River, the other companies, with the Cavalry Division, en route to 
Little Rock, where they arrived May 1, 1864. At the crossing of the 
Saline River the medicine stores, tents, and wagons were burned, by 


order of Major-General Steele, and unfortunately the regimental — 


< 


records were all destroyed. On the 6th of May the regiment left — 


Little Rock, and arrived at Dardanelle on the 9th. Same day had a 
skirmish with a party of rebels, in which Sergt. G. P. Freeman, 
Company A, was mortally wounded, and Sergt. Joseph EK. Powell se- 
verely wounded. From Dardanelle the regiment marched for Fort 
Smith, Ark., where it arrived on the 16th of May. 
W. T. CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Sixth Kansas Cavalry. 


Col. W. F. CLoun, 
Comdg. Third Brigade, Frontier Division. 


No. 36. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIvIsIon, 
Camp near Elkin’s Ferry, April 2, 1864—4 p. m. 

GENERAL: I arrived at this place about 3 o’clock. A few shots 
were fired from the other side, and a few have just been fired. The 
ford is entirely practicable except for the small howitzers, whose 
boxes will have to be put in wagons. It is at least 5 miles from Oko- 
lona. There has a considerable force crossed here to-day from Rome 
toward the south, judging from tracks. Ritter thinks he saw artil- 
lery tracks. We captured 3 men, who say they belong to Marma- 
duke’s body guard ; captured in the direction of Rome, by foragers. 
Say they left Marmaduke at Tate’s Ferry yesterday morning ; do 


z 


not know whether he went to Rome or no, Part of the command, 


y guns are weak, both car 


Pe Stee E. A. CARR, 
 PMaiox ;  Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
_ [Major-General STEELE. | pe j 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 


a | ~ Camp, April 10, 1864—5.30 a. m. 2 
_ GENERAL: My forage train has not returned, andI will not have | 
~ more than 600 mounted men in both brigades ; consequently I can- ; 


not senda strong reconnaissance on the Murfreesborough road. 
_ Will you direct General Thayer to send one out? It should be at 
_ least 200 strong ; should go immediately ; should relieve my pickets, “4 
_and go 6or 7 miles from here, 2 or 3 miles beyond where the road 
_ from Eads’ comes into the Murfreesborough road, which is 4 miles 
_ from here, then fall back tothat junction and hold it till the train 
has all started from camp. Will you also please to direct General 
_ Thayer to post a picket at the Little Missouri crossing till my train 
_ comes up ? 
Captain Kehoe has made a strange blunder in staying out over 
' night, but I cannot believe he is more than 10 miles from the cross- 
ing, and feel certain that he will reach there by 9 o’clock. I learned 
' after midnight that many of General Thayer’s teams were still in 
the bottom, camped, some being stuck and some upset. 


Very respectfully, ir ee 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Major-General STEELE. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Folk’s Old Field, Ark., April 12, 1864—10.45 a. m. 


GENERAL: I have found the long-sought-for field ; there are no 
fortifications. About 60 men were hereon picket and we drove them 
off. I shall leave Caldwell’s brigade on picket, with orders to fall 
back in an hour unless otherwise ordered, 


Very respectfully, yours, 
TE oa ae7 KE. A. CARR, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. F. STEELE, 
Commanding Department of Arkansas. 


Dr. Rook’s Plantation, near 


“Sir: Iam encamped along the road fro 


Camden. Colonel Ritter has orders to move wit 
to Camden early to-morrow. In the absence of dex 
pose to march at 7 o’clock to-morrow, keeping scouts well 
- either flank. The Caney makes a sweep to the southwest 

crossing, and is said to be eee so as to protect us on the sout 
_ till we get several miles farther east. Some of my foragers saw - 2 
- rebels about a mile north of here to-day. I peor to take out th 


family of a soldier of the Tenth Illinois, whi 


Teaatere te 


ich is at a _cross-roads ~ 
called Bluff City, 3 miles east by northeast of Lone Grove; also” 
those of two Union men living near here north of the road. The 


soldier says there is forage in his neighborhood, and that he can — 
take a train of twenty wagons off the road at Lone Grove and come — 


in again at a point several miles in advance, loaded. The man has ~ 
gone to-night after his family. If he returns in time in the morn- ~ 
ing he will report to Captain Henry, but I think it would be well to ~ 
send the wagons any way, as any intelligent man ought to be able _ 
to make the circuit, and guides may be pressed. The road, so far, — 
from Caney is sandy, and rain cannot hurt it. ‘a 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KH. A. CARR, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


2 Lieut. G. O. SoKALSKI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CamMP ON WHITE OAK OREEK, 
Apri 14, 1864—9 p. m. 

Sir: Upon arriving here a short time before sunset I sent out 500 
men to reconnoiter the Washington road, 250 to go to the junction 
with this road, and 250 to take a cross-road which leaves this 14 miles 
inadvance. The reconnaissance on the direct road drove a scoutin 
party of about 60 (which had been annoying my advance for severa 
miles) to within half a mile of the junction, whee it met a column 
of the enemy and engaged it. At last reports they were still en- 
gaged, and had not yet arrived at the junction. The party on the 
cross-road went on to the Washington road and foanet line across 
it. A few moments after there came a party of about 200 from the 
west. My men challenged : ““Whocomesthere?” Answer, ‘‘ Friends.” 
“Friends of whom?” “Friends of Jeff. Davis.” Whereupon my 
men fired on them, killed 1, wounded and captured another, and cap- . 
tured 1 unwounded. The unwounded prisoner says he belongs to 
Kitchen’s regiment, of Greene’s brigade, and that Greene’s and Shel- 
by’s brigades have passed on to Camden; that his party was the 
rear guard ; does not know whether Price’s whole force is moving or 
not. The wounded prisoner has not yet come in. <A citizen, cap- 
tured about 1} miles in advance, says he saw one of Marmaduke’s 
flankers near the Washington road this p.m. I have had 3 men 
wounded, 1 through the chest. 

General Rice came to this creek just after Thad received the above 
report, 7.30 o’clock. We agree that we are between 5 and 6 aniles 
from your headquarters; the junction is 4 miles still farther. We 


ne 
e part 


, CARR, 


EB. A: . 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. G. O, SoKALsKI, 3 
_ ~ Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Paani fC 


i> = » ioe 
See Fete aul 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, _ 
Camden, Ark., April 21, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Str: Colonel Ritter’s brigade has just returned. It went 83 miles ‘3 
_ beyond Princeton; found and heard of no rebels except that people =~ 
said at Princeton on the 19th that Marmaduke was crossing and 
coming upon our line of communications. Captain Bunner left the 
command on the 19th, with the dispatches and 9 men for Pine Bluff ; 
ted to be obliged to swim the Saline. Colonel Ritter is sick, 
and his dismounted men are much fatigued, some of their feet being 
raw. He heard indefinite rumors of the train through the countr 
ple, but did not know it had come on. Anold man, justthroug 
rom Little Rock, said that there were no rebels on the road. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


wv th syalbntranst des 
hates 


Lieut. G. O. SOKALSKT, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 27, 1864—10 a, m. 
Sir: I have stopped at a point about 13 miles from Princeton and 
16 miles from the camp I left this morning. There are two or three 
small spring branches here; good spring half a mile back of me. 
There is said to be 1,500 bushels of corn 24 miles from here, off the 
road. Iwould be glad to be notified of the timé the infantry will 
move and will' try to get out of the way. I have not traveled so far 
as I expected on account of the slowness of the start and the slow- 
ness of the march during the darkness. 
Very respectfully, 
K. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. G. O. SOKALSKI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No enemy seen or heard of. 
$A. oe ba 


Brigadier-General. 


intend. 
sas howitzers. Colonel Cloud’s command has not reported 
- know how many he has; do not intend to wait for him, 
- Jeave a man to put him on the road. Some of my flankers_ 
to-day west of Tulip ; captured a prisoner who says he left Fa 

a point 15 miles from eet on road to Benton, yesterday a 


road and took to the ridge. My reconnaissance, which followed hi 
miles, reported the road very bad. The flankers say they saw . 


en of my division and six howitzers. Do not 


q 


o'clock, camped. Fagan could not get his artillery along the r 


trail of at least 2,000 going toward the river about 15 miles west of | 
here ; suppose they (whoever was on the trail) were aiming to cross 
the Saline. The road from the pontoon bridge to this pine is very 
bad. I have no idea that you can get the train through it to-night. — 
I have ordered my train and dismounted men to this place to await — 
further orders. Please keep it in mind in your orders of march. — 
Woman at a house near here says they are grinding for Fagan at a — 
mill 7 miles from here, a little off our road. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


he RES 


“Aa atin aay 


Lieut. G. O. SOKALSRI, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Col. John F. Ritter, First Missouri Cavalry, commanding 
First Brigade, of skirmishes March 23-24. 
Camp First BRIGADE, 
Saline River, March 24, 1864, 
GENERAL : I send you the written report of Colonel Ritter, which 
I think will give you all the information you desire. I shall remain 
with the colonel to-night. The prisoner that is sent thinks he is to 
be hung, so that he is willing to give all the information that he 
can, 
Very respectfully, 
; CHD YG; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
General CARR. 


[Inclosure.] 


Hpagrs. First Brigapr, CAVALRY Dtvistion, 
Camp in the Field, March 24, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that in the attack upon the pick- 
ets on the Benton road yesterday morning two men from Third 
Arkansas Cavalry were captured by the enemy. The pickets from 
Merrill’s Horse, on the Maumelle road, drove them back, 2 of our 


men being slightly wounded. Upon the march to-day but 3 of the 


Ib 


ey eee ee JNO. RIP TRE 

es Colonel First Missowrt Cavaly, Commanding, 
Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr. 

4 _Mndorsement.] 

¢ HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Division, 

March 25, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general 
commanding. I recommend that the prisoner be put todeath. I 
have no doubt of his being found in our uniform. 

Respectfully submitted. 
KH. A. CARR, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


No. 38. 


Reports of Liewt. Col. Joseph W. Caldwell, First Iowa Cavalry, 
commanding Third Brigade, of skirmishes April 2-4. 


Hpagrs. THIRD Bria., Cav. Div., 7tH ARMY CoRPs, 
Camp No. 8, in Field, April 3, 1864, 


CapTaIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
operations of the Third Brigade during the march from camp near 
Spoonville yesterday, the 2d instant, to this place: At 6 a.m. the 
Third Brigade left camp near Spoonville and marched in rear of the 
First Brigade, on the Washington road, a distance of about 6 miles, 
At this place the Camden road intersects the Washington road, 
which was taken, leaving the Washington road to the right, Here, 
by order of the brigadier-general commanding, I sent forward 200 
mounted men of the First Iowa Cavalry, under Captain McIntyre, 
on the Washington road at 9 a. m., with instructions to proceed 6 
miles, and there remain as a picket until 1 p.m. With the brigade 

roper I marched on the Camden road in rear of First Brigade. 

he detachment of 200 men sent forward on Washington road had 
not proceeded a mile wher the enemy appeared in front, and brisk 
skirmishing ensued. Though few in number, compared to the num- 
ber of the enemy, the captain drove him to Antoine and beyond ita 


Missouri River. Captain Crosby arrived at Antoine about 1 p. m.,— 
and, combining the forces of the First Iowa Cavalry, attacked th 
enemy and drove him steadily back to Wolf Creek, a distance of 3 
miles. Here the enemy took a strong position on an eleyatio 
beyond Wolf Creek, leaving an open field in front and right, an 
bringing forward his artillery opened with grape and canister, and 
afterward with shot and hee maintained it. The First lowa hay- 
ing no artillery it was impossible to dislodge him. The captain then 
retired in good order, and joined the brigade at 7 p. m. near Oko- 
_ Iona, having fought a force of 2,500 strong, under Generals Cabell 
and Marmaduke, and marched a distance of 41 miles. The follow- 
ing is a list of casualties*. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. CALDWELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Third Brig., Cav. Div. 
Capt. C. H. DYER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


5 
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Hpqrs. THIRD BRIGADE, CAVALRY Division, 
Camp No. 8, April 5, 1864. 

CaptaIn: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
part taken by the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, in the engage- 
ment yesterday across Little Missouri River: On the morning of 
the 3d instant, by order of the brigadier-general commanding, I sent 
525 mounted men, comprising 425 of the Third Missouri Cavalry and 
100 of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry, to report to Colonel Ritter, com- 
manding First Brigade. With the remaining effective force I estab- 
lished outposts on all roads in rear, and camped the dismounted 
battalion in close proximity as.reserve. Across the Little Missouri, 
at a distance of 14 miles on the main road from the ferry, I posted 
two squadrons (C and D) of the First Iowa Cavalry to guard well 
against the enemy in front. At sunrise on the morning of the 4th 
instant the enemy opened a vigorous fire with artillery and small- 
arms on the advance outposts across Little Missouri. The attack 
was gallantly met by these two squadrons, who repulsed the enemy, 
driving him at least a quarter of a mile famiech the timber. As 
soon as this attack was made, by order of the brigadier-general com- 
manding, I sent forward two squadrons (EK and F) of the First Iowa 
Cavalry as re-enforcements, but before they arrived these squadrons. 
on outpost duty were compelled to retire, the enemy having vastly 
superior numbers. The enemy advanced to the position occupied by 
the outposts, planted his artillery, and with a long line of skirmish- 
ers on both flanks opened a galling fire on our advance line. The 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 enlisted man killed, 2 enlisted men wounded, and 
1 enlisted man missing. 


Ory enforcements were at once dismounted 
oloyed to the right as skirmishers. Squadron G of the First — 
Javalry was sent to the extreme right, and Squadron H of ~ 
rst Lowa to the extreme left to guard against flank movement 

enemy. Meanwhile the fire on the center increased. _ Buta — 


manding the extreme right line of skirmishers, reported that 


immediately sent to the right Squadrons I, K, and L of the First 

Towa Cavalry, and deployed them as skirmishers, the extreme right 
of this line resting on theriver, 1 mile above the ferry. The entire 
mounted force of my brigade was now across the river in line, mak- 
_ ing the advance line of skirmishers on the right and center. This. 
line held the ground firmly, and fell back only when relieved by a 
- regiment of infantry, which was deployed in the rear, in supporting 
distance. It will be seen from this report that I mention no other 
_ regiment than the First Iowa Cavalry. It will be understood when 
_ Isay that the Third Missouri and Tenth Illinois were all on duty in 
another field and separate from my command. They cannot fail to 
_ render signal service. Every officer and man of the Third Brigade 

did his whole duty. I have outposts at this time on the right, cen- 
ter, and left at least 1 mile from the ferry. I herewith submit a 

report of the casualties* of the day. I have taken during the ex- 

pedition 26 prisoners with arms. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. W. CALDWELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade. 
Capt. C. H. Dysr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Return of Casualties # the Third Brigade, Cavalry Division, April 2-25, 1864. 
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Reports of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, commanding 
at Pine Bluff, of expedition to Mount Elba and Long View, &e. 


Pine Buurr, ARK., March 27, 1864. 


GENERAL: The following instructions were received from General 
Steele, prior to his leaving Little Rock : 
LITTLE Rock, 28d. 
Col. POWELL CLAYTON : 
The movement from this point commenced this morning. To-morrow the general 
and staff leave. The line of march from here is by the military road to Arkadelphia ; 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 killed and 10 wounded, 


“short time ensued when Captain Whisenand, First Iowa Cavalry, 
a flank movement was being made by the enemy on the right. I a 


at Little 


a 


allof my available cavalry and about one-half of my infantry, amoun 
- ing in all to about 1,100 men, to Mount Elba, at which point 1 w 
throw a temporary bridge across the Saline, and leave my infant 
and part of my artillery to hold the same and act as a reserve. 
will cross with my cavalry, make a feint in the direction of Camden, — 
and move rapidly down the Saline by way of Warren to Long View, — 
at which point the enemy have a pontoon bridge over which they 
cross in communicating with Camden from Monticello. I think they 
-have some military stores'also at this point. By destroying this” 
bridge I will cut off their communications and will be able to attack — 
any small parties that may be between the Saline and the Washita. — 
I have two lines of retreat—first, by the bridge at Mount Elba ;- 
; second, by the way of Princeton and, Benton to Little Rock. Of 
3 course the latter would not be adopted unless a flank movement from 
Monticello. should make it necessary for the infantry to withdraw 
from Mount Elba and fall back upon Pine Bluff. If these plans 
should meet with your approval I hope you will see the necessity ~ 
of countermanding your order in reference to the armed negroes at 
this post, letting them remain as a part of the garrison until I return. — 
I think they are absolutely necessary, as a movement might be made 
in my absence by the enemy at Monticello against the post; besides, 
all of the negroes are employed daily in strengthening the fortifica- 


tions. 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Brigadier-General KIMBALL. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., April 1, 1864. 

Masor: On the 24th of March, 1864, I received instructions from 
General Steele, through his chief of staff, to observe the enemy in 
the direction of Monticello and Camden, and if I found them retreat- 
ing to press them with all of my available force, making the safety 
of this post the primary object. In obedience to said instructions I 
sent out Lieutenants Greathouse and Young, with 40 picked and well- 
mounted men, each with orders to penetrate the enemy’s outer lines 
and hang upon the flanks of his camps until they could obtain defi- 
nite information of his movements. On the evening of the 26th, 
Lieutenants Greathouse and Young returned, and expressed the opin- 
ion that the enemy was preparing to leave Monticello. TI at once 
concluded to act upon this information. After some deliberation I 
concluded that to march directly against the enemy at Monticello 


: 


< 


<P + Sy fe 


probably 


at Long View, destroyin 
making good his escape. I therefore abandoned this plan and 


ied the one of makinga demonstration in the direction of Monti- 
allo, as if the whole force was advancing, at the same time advanc- 
ig rapidly to Mount Elba, bridging the Saline, leaving infantry and 

wtillery to hold the bridge, crossing with the cavalry, making 
demonstrations in the direction of Camden and, Princeton, and at the 
ame time moving rapidly. with a small command to Long View, a 
listance from Mount Elba of 42 miles, destroying their bridge, and 
thus prevent their retreat, then recrossing the Salena and attacking 
the enemy with my whole command on the north side of the river. 

I accordingly organized an expedition consisting of the following 


‘troops: Detachment of the Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, 7 commis- 


sioned officers and 230 enlisted men; detachment of the Twenty- 
‘eighth Wisconsin Infantry, 5 commissioned officers and 260 enlisted 
‘men ; detachments of the First Indiana, Fifth Kansas, and Seventh 
“Missouri Cavalry, amounting to 600 men, four mountain howitzers 
and two steel rifled guns, the infantry under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Marks, the cavalry under the command of Lieuten- 
‘ant-Colonel Jenkins. I had also a small subsistence train and eight 
pontoons made for the occasion, mounted on wagon wheels. The 
infantry and train moved out about sunset of the 27th ; also 100 cay- 
‘alry, under the command of Lieutenants Greathouse and Young, in 
the direction of Monticello. The balance of the cavalry started at 
daylight the nextmorning. The whole command, with the exception 
of the cavalry sent in the direction of Monticello, arrived at Mount 
Elba about 4 p. m. of the 28th, drove in the enemy’s picket, killing 
land capturing 4; proceeded at once to the construction of the bridge, 
which was reported completed and in good order before midnight. 
Lieutenants eine and Young came in during the night, and 
reported having driven in the enemy’s pickets the night previous at 
Branchville ; advanced to within sight of his camp-fires, built up 
large camp-fires of their own, sounded Let pos, &c. They gave the 
opinion that the enemy was completely misled as to our movements. 
At daylight on the morning of the 29th, I left the infantry, three 
ieces of artillery, one squadron of cavalry, and the train at Mount 
lba, Pe eatcnankColonel Marks commanding, with instructions to 
hold the bridge and observe the enemy closely in the direction of 
Monticello. I moved with the balance of my command across the 
Saline, in the direction of Camden, 8 miles,.to the vicinity of Marks’ 
Mills. In this neighborhood the roads from Camden, Princeton, 
Long View, and up the Saline converge. I made this the base of 
my cavalry operations, and sent Lieutenants Greathouse and Young, 
with 50 picked and well-mounted men, each with instructions to 
move with the utmost rapidity by the way of Warren to Long View, 
to destroy the pontoon bridge, the enemy’s trains, &c. In the 
mean time, to cover the movement of Lieutenants Greathouse and 
Young, I sent a squadron of cavalry on the Camden road, the two 
Princeton roads, and up each side of the Saline River, with instruc- 
tions to convey the idea that the whole command was advancing on 
each of these roads. These parties went out from 10 to 20 miles and 
returned the same day. Captain Pierce captured 6 prisoners on the 
road up the south bank of the Saline. Captain Young skirmished 
with asquadron of rebel cavalry on the Princeton road and captured 
10 prisoners ; he reported Shelby at. Princeton. 
49 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


result in his’ retreating before me, crossing the a 
his pontoon bridge in his rear, and — 


a report. 


ant-Colonel Marks. About 9.30 a. m. Lieutenants Greathouse an 
Young returned and reported the destruction of the bridge 
- Long View, the burning of a loaded train of 35 wagons, the cap- 
ture of a large amount of arms and ammunition, about 260 prison 
ers, near 300. horses and mules, and a large number of contrabands. — 
About this time artillery firing was heard in the direction of Mount — 
Elba, and soon after a courier from Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins re- — 
ported an engagement going on at that place. I immediately 
marched with my cavalry, with the utmost dispatch, to his assist- 
ance. Arriving at Mount Elba, I found that the enemy had been ~ 
handsomely repulsed by Lieutenant-Colonels Jenkins and Marks, ~ 
and had fallen back about a mile, followed by Majors Walker and — 
Scudder with the Fifth Kansas Cavalry. I immediately joined the — 
ursuit with all of my available ree I found the enemy posted — 
in thick timber, with an inclosed field, a peach orchard, betwixt — 
his position and ours. I ordered my artillery in position, had the 
fence thrown down, and ordered the charge. The artillery opened — 
at the same time; the men charged gallantly across the open field 
into the timber; the enemy broke in the wildest confusion, and 
from this out his retreat was a perfect rout. The road and 
timber were strewn with blankets, saddle-bags, hats, and guns, 
and prisoners were being constantly, brought in and sent to the rear. 
The pursuit was vigorously kept up until we arrived at a point about 
5 miles from Mount Elba, where the road crosses Big Creek. Here 
the enemy had succeeded in tearing up about 20 feet of the bridge, 
carrying off the plank. The creek could not be forded. We were 
consequently very suddenly and effectively checked. By the time 
we were ready to move again it was about 5 p. m., and by the time ~ 
we arrived at Centreville, a point about 12 miles from Mount Elba, 
it was nightfall. The greater part of my cavalry was very much 
fatigued, and that portion ainiat made the expedition to Long View 
was unable to move a step farther. The infantry with the prisoners 
and train was still behind. In view of the four hours’ start the 
enemy had obtained by means of the obstruction at the bridge, and 
the incumbrance of our prisoners, who would be difficult to guard 
during a night march, I concluded to pursue any farther would be 
a useless tax upon the energy and endurance of my command. I 
accordingly went into camp and marched back to Pine Bluff, a dis- 
tance of 28 miles, the next day. 

The enemy’s forces at Mount Elba consisted of Crawford’s and 
Crockett’s brigades, commanded by General Dockery in person. - 
His defeat was thorough and complete, with a loss upon his part in 
killed, wounded, and missing, snd epettlent of the 260 captured at 
Long View, of over 160 men. 

_The Long View raid reflects the highest credit to Lieutenants 
Greathouse and Young, and for brilliancy and success is almost - 
without a parallel. One hundred men (50 from the First Indiana 
and 50 from the Fifth Kansas Cavalry) marched 40 miles into the 
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THE CAMDEN EXPED 
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ing over $60,000), destroyed their pontoon bridge over the Saline 
er, captured and brought to Mount Elba 260 prisoners, nearly 300 
horses and mules, and a large number of contrabands, all, including 
the march of 80 miles to Long View and back, in the surprising short 
_ space of twenty-four hours. Our loss throughout the expedition was 

but 2 killed and 8 missing. The conduct of the officers and men 
_ throughout was most gallant and energetic, and deserves the highest 
commendation. I will take occasion in a special report to make 
_ mention of individual cases of meritorious and gallant conduct. 


I am, very respectfully, 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


* 
« 
> 
- 
- 
A 
- 
" 
¢ 


[Maj. W. D. Green, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Pine Bluff, April 6, 1864. 
_ Masor: In connection with my report of the Mount Elba and 
Long View expedition, I desire to make the following special report 
_ of individual cases of gallant and meritorious conduct: I am indebted 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins, of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Marks, of the Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, for 
the skillful and gallant manner in which they met and repulsed the 
enemy at Mount Elba, With about 600 men they engaged and de- 
feated about 1,500 of theenemy. Majors Walker and Scudder, of the 
Fifth Kansas Cavalry, are entitled to great credit for their gallantry 
in following and harassing the enemy with a force of about 100 men 
after his defeat-at Mount Elba. Lieutenants Greathouse, of the First 
Indiana Cavalry, and Young, of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, are de- 
serving of the highest praise for the masterly manner in which they 
created a diversion in the direction of Monticello, and more especially 
for their gallantry, energy, and skill in the execution of the raid to 
Long View and return, the particulars of which are detailed in my 
official report of the Mount Elba and Long View expedition. Captain 
Barnes, of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, has placed me under obliga- 
tions to him for valuable assistance in the construction of the pon- 
toon bridge across the Saline, which was under his immediate charge. 
He is also entitled to credit for his promptness in discovering the 
enemy previous to his attack upon Mount Elba and his endeavors to 
hold him in check. Sergeant Davis, of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 
in command of a section of mountain howitzers, deserves much 
credit for his coolness and courage in the time of greatest danger 
and for the skillful manner in which he managed his guns. Major 
Owen, commanding First Indiana Cavalry ; Major Spellman, com- 
manding Seventh Missouri Cavalry, and Captain Smith, command- 
ing detachment Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry, are all entitled 
to honorable mention for energetic and meritorious conduct gener- 
ally. 
I am, very respectfully, C3 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
[Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-Genera. | 


emy’s country, captured and destroyed a train of 35 w ns loaded = 
stores of great value to the enemy (their paymaster’s safe con- 


Fath t! 


General KIMBALL. ee s 


Pins Buurr, ARK., April 26, 1864. 


GENERAL: My forces consist of the following regiments : Twenty-_ 


= 


eighth Wisconsin Infantry, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, seven com- 
panies First Indiana Cavalry, ten companies Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 


and the Seventh Missouri Cavalry. I have ten pieces of artillery, — 
manned by details from the cavalry regiments. My forces are dis- 


posed of at present as follows : 350 cavalry were with the train that was 
captured yesterday, the greater portion of which succeoded in cutting 
their way through and are coming in in small squads; 200 cavalry 


are with Major Walker, en route from Little Rock to this place; — 


25 cavalry are bearing a flag of truce to the scene of yesterday’s 


% 
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affair; the remainder of the cavalry, about 775, are here, about 650 — 


of which are dismounted. The Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry 
is here, about 550 strong. The Eighteenth [linois Infantry, 226 
strong, were sent out to co-operate with the train escort from Cam- 
den; they arrived at the Saline River about the time the train was 
captured; they were attacked from the opposite side soon after and 
held the crossing until night, when, to prevent their being cut off 
from this post, I sent out a dispatch ordering them in; they will 
probably be here to-night. We have no force at the crossing of the 
Saline now. The crossing can be reconstructed without retarding 


the movement of troops. 
: POWELL CLAYTON, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Brigadier-General WEsvT. 


No. 40. 
Report of Surg. Isaac Casselberry, First Indiana Cavalry, of Confed- 
erate losses at Mount Elba, &e. 
PINE BuuFF, ARK., April 5, 1864. 


Sr: I have the honor to report that I was present soon after the 
engagement on the 30th ultimo at Mount Elba. From the number 


of the rebels killed I saw, and from the number killed reported by - 


the party ordered out to pick up the wounded, I would state the rebels 
killed at 35, wounded seecatye 55. For the number of wounded 
rebels I rely chiefly upon the statement to me by the rebel surgeon 
whom I found in charge of their wounded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CASSELBERRY, 
Surgeon Hirst Indiana Cavalry. 
Lieut. Jonn Harpine, Post Adjutant, 


ss 
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fantry, of expedition to Mount Elba. e 


; See Hvgrs. EIGHTEENTH Rear. ILLINois Vou. INFY., 
Beds Pine Bluff, Ark., April 2, 1864. 
___ Sim: I have the honor to report that on the evening of March 27, 
_ 1864, I received orders to have my regiment in readiness to march 
 atd p.m. of that day, with two days’ rations in haversacks. In 
_ compliance with said orders I reported with my command at head- 
: ers -commander of the post of Pine Bluff, at the time speci- 
ed, and received orders to take command of the infantry and 
march out on the Mount Elba road. I proceeded 8 miles out and 
y 2 ah for the night; started early next morning, and arrived 
_ at Mount Elba about sundown of the same day. We were pre- 
_ ceded into camp by Col. Powell Clayton with the cavalry. The 
_ next morning I was left in command of the camp by Colonel Clay- 
ton. I immediately took precautions to guard against surprise, 
crags picket guards on all the roads leading into camp, and 
uilt a bridge across a bayou on the opposite side of the Saline 
River. The forces left under my command consisted of a detach- 
ment of the Eighteenth Illinois Infantry of 7 commissioned. officers 
and 230 enlisted men, commanded by Captain Davis, same regiment ; 
a detachment of the Tywenty-cighth Wisconsin Infantry of 5 com- 
- missioned officers and 260 enlisted men, commanded = Captain 
Smith, same regiment; 30 of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, commanded 
by Captain Moore; Sergeant Davis and 23 men of the Fifth Kansas 
Pavaliy, with two pieces of artillery, and Corporal Galomut and 11 
men of the First Indiana battery* with one steel gun. Nothing un- 
usual occurred during the 29th. 

Early on the morning of the 30th of March, Captain Barnes re- 
ported to me with a detachment of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry. I 
sent him out on the Monticello road with instructions to scour that 
road for some distance and report to me before night. He returned 
about 7.30 a. m., with the intelligence that he had encountered a 

body of the enemy’s cavalry of about 100 men, advancing. I im- 
Biatataly prepared for a vigorous defense ; a barricade was formed 
of rails and logs of the negro huts; skirmishers were sent to the 
front to engage the enemy and watch his movements. About 9.30 
a m. our skirmishers came into camp closely followed by the 
enemy, who made a spirited attack. About the time our skirmish- 
ers were driven in and the attack became general, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jenkins arrived upon the field and assumed the command. The en- 
emy made but one advance and were speedily repulsed, the engage- 
ment not lasting over forty minutes. About 30 of the enemy were 
killed, about 60 wounded, and a number of prisoners were taken. 
Our loss was 2 men killed of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry, 
and 2 men of the Kighteenth Illinois Infantry missing, supposed to 
have been taken prisoners on picket guard. 
The officers ey, men acquitted themselves in a manner becoming 
soldiers, Sergeant Davis and the men in charge of the artillery 
deserve praise for the manner in which they handled the pieces. 
Colonel Clayton arrived on the field shortly after the close of the 
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*Attached to First Indiana Cavalry. 
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of Lieut. Cot. samuel B. Marks, Highteenth Illinois In- - 


a 


=o omdg. Highteenth Regt. Illinois Vol. Infy. 
= hiout. JouN HARDING, 3° 2 ae eS ee 
ee Post Adjutant, Pine Bluff. 


Hpqgrs. EIGHTEENTH ILLINOIS VOL. INFANTRY, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., Apri 6, 1864. — 
Str: In compliance with your order of this date, I havethe honor — 
to report that all the officers and men under my command during — 
the recent expedition acquitted themselves in a manner deserving the — 
highest praise and commendation. I was specially indebted to Cap- < 
tain Davis, commanding detachment of Eighteenth Illinois Infantry, — 
and Captain Smith, commanding detachment of Twenty-eighth Wis- — 
consin Infantry, for valuable services rendered during the engage- — 
ment; their coolness and bravery upon the field, and-the skillful ~_ 
manner in which they handled their men, together with their quick — 
appreciation of every means which added to our defense, contributed — 
largely to the successful result. I was likewise under many obliga-. 
tions to Captain Moore, of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry. I had him — 
and his company placed in the front in the timber, a very dangerous — 
post, in immediate contact with the enemy. He was thus enabled — 
frequently to advise me of their movements, which gave me time — 
to anticipate them and make such disposition of my forces as to — 
checkmate them at all points. This position he held until weopened — 
upon the enemy with artillery. It gives me pleasure to have the 
opportunity of calling your attention to Sergeant Davis, of the Fifth 
Kansas, in command of two guns ; he deserves the highest praise for 
his coolness and courage in time of greatest danger, and for theskill- 
ful and effective manner in which he handled his pieces. 


Very respectfully, 
8S. B. MARKS, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 
Lieut. JOHN HARDING, 
Post Adjutant. 
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No. 42. 


Report of Capt. Lyndsey J. Smith, Twenty-eighth Wisconsin In- 
fantry, of action at Mount Elba. 


Hpagrs. ,TWENTY-EIGHTH WISCONSIN INFY. VOLS., 
Pine Bluff, Ark., April 6, 1864, 
Sir: In obedience to orders from the post of Pine Bluff, I have 
the honor to report that where all of the officers and men did as well: 
as the men of my command on the 30th of March, 1864, it is difficult 
to particularize. Alexander T. Seymour, first lieutenant Company 
I, Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteers, who had command of the 
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| =p ; guard March 30, 1864 is worthy Of honorable tion f t oe 
manne in which he held the enemy t check with fis ike? oan 
_ several times during the advance of the enemy back as far as the 
ence picket-post, and skirmishing in a manner highly creditable 


and his men. : 
; ; L. J. SMITH, 
Capt., Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infy. Vols., Comdg. Regt. 


Lieut. Joun Harpina, 
Fa Post Adjutant. 
z No. 43. 


. ee of Lieut. Col. Edmund B. Gray, Twenty-eighth Wisconsin 
“ nfantry, of expedition to Mount Elba and operations October 
26, 1863—May 13, 1864. *: 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-EIGHTH WISCONSIN INFyY. VOLS., 
Pine Bluff, Ark., —— —, 1864. 


Sir: The Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry remained in camp 
at Little Rock, Ark., until the 26th of October, 1863, when their 
brigade marched in pursuit of the Confederate forces under Gen- 
eral Marmaduke, which had been defeated by Col. Powell Clayton’s 
forces at Pine Bluff on the 25th. Arriving at Benton, on the Saline 
River, the night of the 26th, the Second Brigade relieved the cavy- 
alry force stationed there, which was sent in pursuit of the enemy. 
More troops coming up from Little Rock on the 29th, the Second 
Brigade was put in motion and encamped at Rockport, on the Wash- 
ita River, that night. The next day the expedition started on its 
return, and marching through Benton on the 31st, arrived at Little 
Rock on the 1st day of November, having performed a march of 100 
miles. On the 7th of November the regiment was detached from 
the Second Brigade and ordered to join the command of Col. Powell 
Clayton at Pine Bluff, where it arrived on the 10th, after a march of 
60 miles down the north bank of the Arkansas River. Here the 
regiment prepared comfortable winter quarters, and was employed 
in post and garrison duty until the 27th of March, when six compa- 
nies (A, D, ge G, H, and I), under the command of Capt. L. J. Smith 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Gray being left in command of the forces re- 
maining at Pine Bluff), joined with the Eighteenth Illinois Infantry 
and three regiments of cavalry, under Colonel Clayton, in an expe- 
dition intended to destroy the pontoon bridge at Long View on the 
Saline River. The expedition arriving at Mount Elba, on the Saline, 
the 28th of March, the infantry under Lieutenant-Colonel Marks, of 
the Eighteenth Ulinois Infantry, was left to guard the bridge at that 
joint, while the cavalry crossed and proceeded down the river to 
Pac View. On the morning of the 30th, the infantry forces (six 
companies of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteers and the 
Kighteenth Illinois Infantry), less than 500 men, were attacked at 
Mount Elba by a force of 1,500 rebels, under General Dockery. 
Companies A, F, G, H, and I of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin In- 
fantry deployed as skirmishers, held the enemy back for nearly two 
hours, eee they were recalled to receive a charge made by the 
enemy, in which he was handsomely repulsed, leaving 100 killed and 


EK. B. GRAY, 
Lieut. Col., Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Vol. Infy., Comdg. Regt. 


AUG. GAYLORD, 
Adjutant-General of Wisconsin. 


No. 44. 


Reports of Lieuts. Grover Young, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and Frank 
_M. Greathouse, First Indiana Cavalry, of expedition to Lony 
View. 


Prine Buurr, ARK., April 2, 1864. 

CoLonEL: We have the honor to report to you the following de- 
tails of our proceedings while detached from your command-_on our 
late expedition : In pursuance with your orders, after leaving you at 
Mount Elba we proceeded to Warren, reaching there at 12° a. m. 
There we took some 5 or 6 prisoners. We then moved out on the . 
west side of there and came into the Warren and Long View road 
some distance from there. On our way there we picked up several 


and 25 men 

_ afterthem, burnt the w 
from them there was a = 

from Monticello that day. We moved on, and reached their camp 


- mander all O. K. 

: t Colonel, we have the honor to be, your most obedient servants, 
7 YOUNG and GREATHOUSE, 
é Lieutenants, 
z [Colonel CLAYTON. | 


No. 45. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Wilton A. Jenkins, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, of 
action at Mount Elba, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH KANSAS CAVALRY, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., April 3, 1864. 
Sir: On the morning of Wednesday last, March 30, while in cam 
5 miles south of the Saline River, I received an order from Col. 
Powell Clayton, commanding the expedition from this place, to pro- 
ceed with the Fifth Kansas Cavalry to Mount Elba, to assist in 
holding that place against a reported advance of the enemy. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Marks, with portions of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin 
and Kighteenth Illinois Infantry, and about 50 of our poorest 
mounted cavalry, had been left to protect our train and pontoons at 
Mount Elba, where we crossed the Saline. Upon my arrival, after 
a rapid march, Lieutenant-Colonel Marks came forward and sur- 
rendered the command to me, which I immediately assumed. Our 
pickets had been driven in about the time, or just previous to my 
arrival upon the ground. Lieutenant-Colonel Marks had made 
preparations for defense by throwing up a small breast-work of logs, 
in the rear of which was posted part of the Eighteenth Illinois and 
the three small guns nia were left with him. Dismounting my 
men and leaving the horses under the bluff and across the bridge, 
I sent the men to the front and threw out a line of skirmishers, some 
600 yards in advance, with orders to hold theenemy in check as long 
as possible, thus enabling us to construct temporary barricades out 
of the rails which were lying scattered around, and in the fences 
near by. This was done under a heavy fire from the enemy, who 
now appeared in such force as compelled our skirmishers to fall back 
to the main command. Our line was formed as follows: The right 
was held by the HKighteenth Illinois, the left by the Twenty-eighth 
Wisconsin and two companies of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and the 
center by the three howitzers, supported by the dismounted cavalry. 
The enemy, evidently expecting an easy victory, kept moving for- 


re along his whole line. — 2 ‘this 
had been fired from our artillery, 1 the firing nall-arr 
had been severe for some time, but as the enemy was now advanci 
with loud cheers and could plainly be seen through the woods in 0 

front, the howitzers were ordered to be served as rapidly as possib. 
In a short time it became evident that the severity of our fire w 
causing the rebels to fall back in great haste and confusion, seein 
which I again advanced my skirmishers and threw forward my | 
some 300 or 400 yards. Numbers of their dead and_wounded sol 


ey vi 
ard stee 


-_ diers were now found, as well as a great many arms, which had been 
ie - left in their hurried retreat. The horses were now brought across — 
_ the river, and Majors Walker and Scudder, of the Fifth Kansas 
~_-with 100 men and one _ howitzer, were sent after the retreating foe, 


-__-with orders to harass him as much as possible. I had just issued — 
___ orders to have the dead collected, the wounded taken to the houses — 
for surgical aid, and the arms to be gathered up, when Colonel Clay- 
ton arrived and my duties as commander ceased, and with him I — 
rode forward to my regiment in pursuit of the enemy. The battle 
lasted about one hour and a half, during all of which time Iwas - 
upon the ground and can speak favorably of both officers and men _ 
of the different commands, all behaving like veterans. Muchcredit — 
is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Marks for his promptness in making ~ 
preparations for defense, as well as his assistance to me during the 
engagement ; also to Majors Walker and Scudder, Captain Smith, — 
and in fact all the officers present, for the zeal and fearlessness dis- — 
mpgs in having my orders carried out. 

he enemy were more than double our number, and their logs, as 
ascertained, is as follows: Killed, 25; dangerously wounded and left 
behind, 27; slightly wounded, 60; while their loss in arms must be — 
200 or 300, many having thrown them away in their rapid retreat. — 
The Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry lost 2 men killed, which was 
all the casualties on our part. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
W. A. JENKINS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 
Lieutenant HarpDInG, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 46. 


Report of Capt. Benjamin T. Humphrey, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, 
of action at Mount Elba. 


Hpgrs. SEVENTH CAVALRY MissouRI VOLUNTEERS, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., April 8, 1864. 
Sir: In reply to your favor requesting the names of any officers 
or men of my command who may deserve special mention for gal- 
lant conduct during the late engagement near Mount Elba, I would ~ 
respectfully say that where all behaved so well I could not speak in 
preference of any particular one without disparagement to others 
equally worthy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. T. HUMPHREY, 
: Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut. JoHN HARDING, 
Post Adjutant. 
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- Caph, Wiliom F. Crit, Pipe Konsas Battery (in 
_ provised), of expedition to Moe Elba. Tote pss 


ak REE eee _ Prive Biurr, ArK., April 7, 1864. 
_ Sir: In obedience to your circular of April 6, desiring the names 
_ of non-commissioned officers and men of my Somndid Chat deserve 
_ Special mention for meritorious conduct during the late expedition 
under your command, I would respectfully submit the following _ 
“statement: All, both non-commissioned officers and men attached to 
ao performed their respective duties so promptly and 
efficiently in the management of the guns throughout the action at 
Mount ilba and subsequent Feat of the enemy, that I beg to be | 
_ excused from making special mention of the conduct of any par- 
_ ticular one of my command. ~ 
4 Very respectfully, 


: WM. F. CREITZ, 
Captain, Commanding Fifth Kansas Battery. 
Col. PowELL CLAYTON, 
Commanding Post, Pine Bluff, Ark. 


No. 48. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, C. 8S. Army, commanding Dis- 
trict of Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 
Camden, May —, 1864, 

GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following as a report of 
the operations of the troops under my command in this district dur- 
ing the campaign just terminated: The infantry (Price’s division) 
having been ordered from Spring Hill to Louisiana on March 18, and 
followed soon after by Fagan’s brigade, then at Camden, left forthe 
time only cavalry at my disposal. 

On March 23, the advance guard of the enemy moved out from 
Little Rock on the military road toward Arkadelphia, and were fol- 
lowed on the succeeding day by their whole column. Their force, 
commanded by Major-General Steele in person, was estimated at 
10,000 men of all arms, with 25 pieces of artillery and a train of 
400 wagons, including pontoons. As soon as the intentions of the 
enemy were developed Cabell’s brigade was moved from near Co- 
lumbus, on Red River, toward Tate’s Bluff, at the mouth of the Little 
Missouri. At the same time Brigadier-General Marmaduke, with 
Marmaduke’s brigade, was ordered from Camden to that point. 
Brigadier-General Shelby had been with his command previously 
thrown across the Ouachita toward Princeton and Tulip, with in- 
structions to watch the movements of the enemy, and in conjunction 
with Dockery’s brigade and Wood’s battalion to harass his rear, and, 
if practicable, cut off his trains. Unfortunately, before Brigadier- 
General Dockery could execute this order he was on March 29 [30] 
attacked at Mount Elba by a party of the enemy from Pine Bluff 
and completely routed. They at the same time captured at Long 


was strewn with knapsacks abandoned in their flight. The Federal — 
General Rice was slightly wounded. ox a 

On April 5, I left Camden and took the field in person. Almost: — 
all the stores and public property of value had been removed, and ~ 
a small guard only was left in the town, with instructions upon the 
approach of the enemy to remove or destroy the pontoon bridge 
across the Ouachita as well as any remaining supplies usefulto them. 
On April 7, I reached Prairie D’Ane with Dockery’s and Crawford’s _ 
brigades and Wood’s battalion of cavalry, all of which had been ~ 
withdrawn from the north side of the Ouachita River. I found — 
Brigadier-General Marmaduke, re-enforced by Brigadier-General — 
Gano’s brigade (500 men) from the Indian Territory, drawn up in — 
line of battle at the west end of the prairie, where some rude and ~ 
imperfect intrenchments had been thrown ey Brigadier-General ~ 
Shelby was 5 miles in advance, close up with the enemy, with whom ~ 
he was constantly skirmishing. 

The enemy having been re-enforced by Thayer’s command of 5,500 ~ 
men, with ten pieces of artillery, on April 6, advanced slowly and 
cautiously, and on the evening of the 10th attacked Shelby with 
great fierceness, massing sixteen pieces of artillery and keeping up 
an incessant cannonade until 9.30 p. m., but with very trifling loss 
on our part. 

On the evening of the 11th, I withdrew my forces from Prairie 
D’Ane and fell back to a very strong position 8 miles from Washing- 
ton, my object being to draw the enemy beyond the prairie to a point 
where I felt confident if he advanced I could attack him at great 
disadvantage, and destroy or capture the greater part of his train. 
With his habitual caution he moved but a short distance beyond our 
line of intrenchments, and on the morning of the 13th I found that 
he had fallen back during the night, and was retreating rapidly 
toward Camden. Brigadier-General Maxey, commanding Indian 
Territory, having arrived in person, and additional re-enforcements 
from his command, consisting of Tandy Walker’s Choctaw Brigade, 
about 1,000 strong, then coming up, I moved again to the front with 
Maxey’s and Fagan’s divisions and engaged the enemy’s rear guard, . 
some 3,000 strong, with ten pieces of artillery, commanded by Gen- 
eral Thayer. The enemy were strongly posted near Moscow in a 
skirt of timber on the edge of the prairie, and would not venture 
beyond it. Dockery being in the advance attacked with great in- 
trepidity, and at one time captured a section of artillery, but which . 
was afterward retaken by a greatly superior force and his troops 
driven back with some loss, 
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this affair we dismounted one of the enemy’s uns, which they = 
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im pede ; ; 
over, the scarcity of forage, and the exhausted condition of the 


oncealed, and retreated durin the night. Marmaduke with Shelby — 
had been previously detached, if possible, to reach his front and 
advance. This, owing to the distance to be traveled 


horses, and the rapid flight of the enemy, was not fully successful, 
though every foot of their advance was disputed, and the debris of 


trains, camp equipage, and scattered clothing along their line of 


h showed how disastrous was their retreat from Moscow. 


-_ On the evening of April 15, the enemy occupied Camden, Colonel 


‘Lawther with his eo nem gallantly disputing their advance and 
‘giving them volley after volley as he slowly retreated through the 
streets of the town. On April 16, I Esistilishod my headquarters at 
Woodlawn, my troops being so disposed as to watch all the ap- 
proaches to or from Camden, on the south side of the Ouachita 
River. On the 17th, the enemy sent out a foraging train of some 225 
wagons, guarded by about 1,500 men and four pieces of artillery. 
Early on the morning of the 18th, dispositions were made to attack 
them on their return, Brigadier-General Maxey being in command 
of the expedition. This was a perfect success. Their whole train 
was captured, all their artillery, and a large number of prisoners. 
The enemy were completely routed, leaving near 50C dead (mostly 
negroes) on the field. Among the killed was Colonel Williams, who 
commanded them.* This was at a point on the old Washington, 
Munn’s Mill, and Camden road known as Poison Spring. For full 
details of this brilliant affair, I respectfully refer to the reports of 
Brigadier-General Maxey and the subordinate commanders, herewith 
transmitted. On April 19, General Smith reached the field of opera- 
tions, and on the 20th and following days Churchill’s and Parsons’ 
divisions of infantry arrived from Louisiana. On April 19, Briga- 
dier-General Fagan received orders to cross the Ouachita with his 
own division, consisting of Cabell’s, Dockery’s, and Crawford’s. bri- 
gades, to which Shelby’s brigade was temporarily attached, and to 
attack and cut off all trains of the enemy he might find on that side 
of the river. On the evening of the 23d, to divert attention from 
this movement, a feint was made upon the city of Camden. The 
Arkansas and Missouri divisions of infantry were moved up on the 
Wire road, the enemy’s pickets driven in beyond the bridge over 
Two Bayous, 1 mile from the town, and shell thrown from Lesueur’s 
battery into the woods on the other side, with good effect. Several 
of the enemy are said to have been killed; 23 were wounded, and 
great alarm produced, without any loss on our part. 

On April 25, Brigadier-General Fagan, having made a forced 
march, attacked at Marks’ Mills a train of several hundred wagons, 
guarded by a brigade of infantry, 500 cavalry, and six pieces of ar- 
tillery, on its way from Camden to Pine Bluff for supplies. The 
victory was complete. All their wagons fell into our hands. All 
their artillery (6 pieces), 4 stand of colors, and 1,100 prisoners were 
captured, the enemy losing in killed near 500 men, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Drake, who was in command, being mortally-wounded. The 
mail, containing official reports and returns from Major-General 
Steele, with information of much value to us, was found in train. 
The reports of Brigadier-General Fagan and those of his brigade 
commanders, forwarded herewith, furnish full particulars of the en- 
gagement. 


* A mistake. See Williams’ report, p. 748, 


The enemy, on learning 

on the night of April 26, and at 2 o'clock on the 1 ng of the 
their rear guard crossed the Ouachita. The town was occupiec | 
our advance about 9 a. m. of the same day. We found they he 
abandoned a large number of wagons, and thrown quantities of har- 
~_ ness into the river, which were afterward saved. . Set 
-_‘Walker’s division of infantry having arrived, General Smith had ~ 
on April 26 assumed command of the Army of Arkansas in person. 


LES 
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4 and I was assigned to.the immediate command of the Arkansas and 
eS 


Missouri divisions of infantry, commanded, respectively, by Briga- 
dier-Generals Churchill and Parsons, and the operations of the army — 
[were] afterward conducted by the general commanding, 
On the morning of April 28, a raft bridge having been laid durin = 
the night previous, the two divisions of infantry under my command 
crossed the Ouachita and moved rapidly in pursuit of the rele = 
enemy, whose route was plainly marked at every step by cast-off 
garments, and other property and plunder abandoned in their flight. 
= We marched 16 miles and encamped on the ground occupied by the — 
= enemy the night before. At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 29th, 
» my column was again in motion, and passing through Princeton ~ 
3 bivouacked at night 11 miles beyond that town, making a distance — 
of 28 miles marched that day. After a few hours’-rest, at midnight — 
the troops were again in line of march. The night very dark, with — 
heavy rain, increased the toil of these weary and gallant soldiers. 
At daylight on April 30, we had come upon the enemy’s rear, near — 
Jenkins’ Ferry, 22 miles from Princeton. Marmaduke’s cavalry had 
already engaged them, when at 8 a.m. my command was moved 
forward into action. Churchill’s division Arkansas infantry being 
in the advance was pushed rapidly to the support of Marmaduke’s 
command, then skirmishing sharply with the enemy, Parsons’ divis- 
ion Missouri infantry being held in reserve. The nature of the 
ground, swampy, with dense woods and undergrowth, rendered the 
movements of the troops very difficult, and the falling rain increased 
the discomfort of men already nearly exhausted by long marches 
and loss of rest. The line was formed, and under all obstacles moved 
with spirit and alacrity to the attack. The enemy re-enforced rap- 
idly, and an incessant roar of musketry attested the stubbornness 
of the conflict. For two hours, under a most destructive fire, with 
varying success, this division maintained the unequal contest greatly 
outnumbered by the enemy. Parsons’ division being brought to 
their support, the whole line advanced with great steadiness, pour- 
ing volley after volley with fatal precision into the ranks of the 
foe. A section of Lesueur’s battery had been brought to the sup- 
port of the infantry and placed, at the suggestion of General 
Marmaduke, in the open field (Cooper’s) and near the edge of the 
creek. The boggy ground was almost impassable, and it was with 
great effort that the guns were put in position. After firing a few 
rounds, being disabled by the loss of several horses, they were with- 
drawn. A section of Ruffner’s battery, which had been also ordered 
up, was delayed by this movement and the nature of the road, and 
mistaking the line of the enemy for our own troops, was pushed far 
in advance, and the horses and most of the cannoneers being killed, 
the two guns were lost. The ammunition of the infantry giving 
out, my whole line was retired to the foot of the hill in our rear. 
Walker’s division now going into action my command was ordered 
up to its support, the entire force of the enemy being engaged. The 
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_gade and other commanders, are inclosed herewith and referred to 
as giving full information in detail of the operations of their respect- Z 
ive commands during the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry, which ended the 

campaign. : . 

_ Inclosing this report I beg leave to acknowledge the prompt and 
effective support rendered me by Brigadier-General Maxey and his 
troops. Leaving the District of the Indian Territory, which he com- 
“manded, he joined me at a time when the necessity for re-enforce- 
ments seemed greatest, and until relieved from duty here after the 
evacuation of Camden by the Federal forces continued to perform 
‘most efficient service. 

I regret that the country was deprived, temporarily, of the serv- 
ices of Brigadier-General Gano (of Maxey’s division) by a severe and 
painful wound received in a skirmish near Munn’s Mill, at a period 
when that bold and experienced officer would have added fresh 
laurels to those already gained on many hard-fought fields. To the 
general officers of my own immediate command—Brig. Gens. J. F. 
pager. J.S. Marmaduke, W. L. Cabell, T. P. Dockery, J. O. Shelby, 
and Colonel Greene—I desire to return my acknowledgments for their 
prompt, efficient, and gallant services. To these and to the cavalry 
under them the country owes a debt of gratitude for their indomita- 
ble perseverance in harassing and annoying the enemy, impeding his 

- movements, crippling and demoralizing his forces until final victory 

~ erowned their efforts, and the army of Steele, foiled in its purpose, 

turned from its line of march to Red River, was driven for temporary 
refuge toCamden. The infantry divisions under Brigadier-Generals 

Churchill and Parsons, having returned by forced marches with 

their laurels fresh from the fields of Louisiana, fully sustained their 

old reputation. To the gallant leaders of these forces and their bri- 

gade commanders—Brig. Gens. J. C. Tappan, A. T. Hawthorn, J. 

B. Clark, jr., and Cols. L. C, Gause and §. P. Burns—the South is 

indebted for results which attest fully the patient endurance and for- 

titude of their troops. My staff merit my highest commendation. 

Lieut. Col. J. F. Belton, assistant adjutant-general, was with me 

throughout the campaign, conspicuous for the intelligent discharge 

of his duties and his gallantry on the field. Maj. Thomas L. Snead, 
on this, as on other important occasions, rendered me very valua- 
able service by his cool, ripe judgment and experience and the effi- 
cient, prompt, and fearless manner in which he bore himself on the 
field. I regret that his services are lost to the army in the field, but 
only to be given to his country on another and perhaps as important 

an arena. Maj. G. A. Gallagher, Capt. J. W. Lewis, and S. H. 

Buck, assistant adjutant-generals ; Lieut. Col. Clay Taylor, chief of 

ordnance and artillery ; Capt. T. J. Mackey, chief engineer; Maj. 

Isaac Brinker, chief quartermaster ; Maj. N. S. Hill, chief commis- 

sary of subsistence; Capt. A. DipOnEtey. chief paymaster-; Surg. 

Thomas D, Wooten, medical director, and Surg. C. M. Taylor, med- 

ical inspector, are all deserving of high praise and entitled to my 

thanks. : 
To my personal staff, consisting of Lieuts. R. T. Morrison and 

Celsus Price, assisted by Col. Washington L, Crawford, Capt. D. C, 


STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General, Commanding. x 


Brig. Gen. W. R. Boaas, : 
Chief of Staff, Trans-Mississippi Department. 
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— Organization of the Confederate forces in Arkansas, General EB. 
Kirby Smith commanding, April 20, 1864. 


DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS, 


Maj. Gen. STERLING PRICE.* 


ESCORT. 
14th Missouri Battalion, Maj. Robert C. Wood. 
FAGAN’S CAVALRY DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES F. FAGAN. 


Cabell’s Brigade. Dockery’s Brigade. 


Brig.Gen. WILLIAM L, CABELL. Brig. Gen. THomAsS P. DoCKERY. 
1st Arkansas, Col. James C. Monroe, 12th Arkansas Battalion Sharpshooters. 
2d Arkansas, Col. T. J. Morgan. 18th Arkansas. 
4th Arkansas, Col. A. Gordon. 19th Arkansas (Dockery’s) Lieut. Col. H. 
th Arkansas, Col. John F, Hill. G. P. Williams. 
Arkansas Battalion, Lieut. Col. Thomas | 20th Arkansas. 
M. Gunter. 


Arkansas Battery (Blocher’s). 
Crawford's Brigade. 


Col. WILLIAM A, CRAWFORD. 


2d Arkansas (Slemons’), Capt. O. B. Tebbs. 
Crawford’s Arkansas Regiment. 

Wright’s Arkansas Regiment, Col., John C, Wright. 
Arkansas Battalion, Maj. James T. Poe. 

Arkansas Battalion, Maj. E. L. McMurtrey. 


*Assumed command of the Arkansas and Missouri divisions April 26, 


Ate 


Brits CAVALRY Gon 
s-. 5 Brig, Gen, SAMUEL B. Maxey. 
Gano’s Brigade. Second Indian Brigdtie 


Col. CHARLES DE MorssE. Col. TANDY WALKER. 


_aith aoe Maj. J. A. Carroll. Ist Regiment, Lieut. Col. James Riley. 


‘exas, Lieut. Col. N. W. Battle. 2d Regiment, Col. Simpson W, Pols 


hag Maj. Michael Looscan. 


r, aetna company, Lieut. Frank 
Hes Battery, Capt. W. Butler Krumb- 
¥ haar. 


. 


WALKER’S DIVISION, 


Maj. Gen. JoHN G. WALKER. 


- Brigade commanders: Brig. Gens. Thomas N. Waul, William R. Scurry, and Col. 
Horace Randal.* 


ARKANSAS DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. CHURCHILL. 
Tappan’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES C. TAPPAN. 


19th Arkansas (Da ’s), ine 
yich Argansas (Dawson's), | Taeut, Col. William R, Hardy. 


27th Arkansas, ) 
38th Arkansas, y Col. R. G. Shaver. 


383d Arkansas, Col. H. L. Grinsted. 
Hawthorn's Brigade.* 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER T. HAWTHORN, 
Gause’s Brigade. 
Col. LUCIEN C. GAUSE. 


26th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. Iverson L, Brooks. 
32d Arkansas, Lieut. Col. William Hicks. 
26th Arkansas, Col. James M. Davie. 


* Composition of brigades: not of record. — 
50 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


nth Gol RH Waser : 
Battery, an Samuel a Raft. 


Mai. ~ LA: Pindall. 
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Returns of Casualties (incomplete). 


| Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces in the Bee at Poison Spring, 
. Ark., April 18, 1864. 


Killed. Wounded. Missing. 
. d A a 
Command. | 4 | 

Re oe : : 

fs pe bec a 

GB) 2 3 SI a) 3 $ r 3 

ele fjelei|sle E E 

Oi BB Oo ere = 


FAGAN’S DIVISION. 


Cabell’s brigade ...... : 
Crawford's brigade... 


Wat ON LOVEE giisasy san ee kines steer [eration 


MAXEY’S PIVISION. 


= Gano’s brigade : : : 
: 29th Texas Cavalry * ....... : Meow PPE ES ine 5S 
30th Texas Cavalry* .... 
at 3ist Texas Cavalry*........ 
Welch's cavalry company * 
Krumbhaar’s battery........... .. 


Walker's brigade : 
ss 1st Regiment . 
Zz 2d Regiment 


IP ORAN Peet ek crea rate ee ie 
Greene’s brigade : § 


Burbridge’s regiment... ... Behe LARS e ATS aha baleen eae 6 
Greene’s regiment ||,............... 1 1 2 1 4 5 


* De Morse’s report. § Temporarily attached. 
+ Maxey’s report. Lieut, James R, Stotts killed, 
¢ Walker’s report, 


PENTA * PP 


Siaith’s regiment* ......... niet mie 


IPOGAI Sita os ote ee aan ieee 
Grand total........-....0... 


see 


of Casualties in the Confederate forces in the engagement at Jenkins & 
Ferry, Ark., April 30, 1864. 


— 


Killed. Wounded, Missing. 


CHURCHILL'S DIVISION. 


sag oes s brigade : 
ardy’s regiment..........---+++5- 
33d Arkansas 
Shaver’s regiment 


Hawthorn's brigade* he gr ea an, Ae 
Gause’s brigade§............020..... 
> Dockery’s brigade§......... ta hh ghee he ance els nake ah, P14 o dP ecae 
5, PRICE LOLA vcs eck enon cee ts 7| 43) 60) 18] 170) 192]... 1 
A PARSONS’ DIVISION. 7 f F ee 
Clark's brigade : | 
ONSE oe cc aves bo Hass tet cloan or va v i 8S Wi lewd ey wt [ae 
PRUE oRee Se, Jotdce Cag advue oe leak cow ; 7 (i 2} 4 | Fee el oes ee 
Ruffner's battery ............-. --- eee eat stat Ph od 6 facener / Pe et 
DR ac oo wih “tripe SEF | 48] 18] 10| 63| Zi......| 
Burns’ brigade : | eet 2 
10th Missourif...........++ PT oa 1 2 3 | 1 | 6 fa EO Seeger 
AGM OMIBAOUENE . cog hacevens sped sso utsece od 2 ty LA } Dal Re oe saa / OP ree. 
“TT Pa a iene RE Be IE ref Eiaed eee 1) BR ies ie hee a 8 
* No report. § Not reported by regiments. 


+ Regimental reports. 


t Cabell’ 


6 report, 


| Temporarily attached, 
«| Lieut, Col. Simon Harvis killed, 


4 


ARSONS’ DIVISION—continued, | 


inued. 


MARMADUKE’S DIVISION. 


' 
‘Marmaduke’s brigade : 
Burbridge’s regiment 
_ Greene’s regiment 


Report of Brig. Gen. James F. Fagan, C. 8. Army, commanding 3 
aa division, of action at Marks’ Mills. a7 
3 “HEADQUARTERS FaGan’s DIvIsIon, a 
E ; Camp Scurry, May 7, 1864. : 
. CoLoNEL: In accordance with instructions from district headquar- a 
ters, on the 22d ultimo I moved with ae division to Eldorado Land- ” 

ing, where I was joined by General Shelby’s brigade. I was to cross 3 


_ the Ouachita, interrupt the enemy’s line of communication toward 
Arkansas River, destroy his supplies, &c. Reaching Eldorado Land- 
ing on the 24th, and hearing from scouts previously sent out by Gen- 
eral Shelby that a train had left Camden for Pine Bluff guarded by F 
a large force of the enemy, I made quick preparations for a move 

against it. Early next morning, with no train except ordnance and 
ambulance, we moved toward Mount Elba, on the Saline. The 
enemy's train was one day’s march in advance of us. By quick and 
heavy marching we gained a point before halting that commanded 
that portion of the road still between the enemy and his crossing of 
the Saline at Mount Elba. This was about midnight, when after 
having marched 45 miles a halt was made to rest. I had gained a 
position on a neighborhood road intersecting the Camden and Pine 
Bluff road at Marks’ Mills. My scouts before daylight brought me 
the news of the enemy’s camp. He had yet to pass Marks’ Mills. I 
determined to attack him at that point. Moved out at daybreak, 
cache division in_ front (Shelby’s and-Crawford’s brigades) and 
Cabell’s division (Cabell’s and Dockery’s brigades) bringing up the 
rear, On nearing the main road I ordered General Shelby with his 
division to move rapidly to the right and place himself in front of 
the enemy and between his train and Mount Elba. General Cabell’s 
division was dismounted and placed in line of battle parallel to the 


* No casualties, 


tem Ra 
7 rT 


rom 


Opening guns proclaimed him in the place intended. Down he came 
upon the head of the enemy’s train, which was now pushing to gain 
the crossing at Mount Elba, driving everything before him, captur- 
ing many prisoners, wagons, arms, &c. The engagement was now — 
“adios he enemy’s lines could not sustain the combined attack. — 
hey wavered dnd showed signs of giving way. Our brave troops 
moved upon them with terrible ane crushing effect. It was not 
long-before the enemy’s forces broke in dismay and confusion, com-, 
pletely routed. Our victory was decided and complete. . 

The forces opposed to our own were not less than 2,500, mostly 
infantry. Five hundred of them were killed and wounded. ~ One 
entire infantry brigade (Second, of Salomon’s division, Seventh Army 
Corps) we captured with all theirarms. Many other prisoners were ~ 
taken (in all over 1,300), 6 pieces of artillery (all they had), their 
entire train of 300 wagons, a large number of ambulances, very 
many small-arms, and 150 negroes. 

It is but due our troops to mention that they fought a force supe-— 
rior in number. A regiment at Mount Elba to guard the crossin 
had been sent out, which, together with other similar details an 
one-fourth of Cabell’s division to hold horses, reduced my command 
to less than 2,500. It is too frequently the case that all are reported 
as having done their whole duty, when perhaps the facts do not sus- 
tain the assertion. In this engagement I am proud to say no exag- 
geration or embellishment is necessary to entitle the eee under 
me to the entire confidence and full praise of their commanding gen- 
erals. “The rich fruits of the engagement show with what determina- 
tion and bravery these gallant men fought. To Brigadier-Generals 
Cabell and Shelby, commanding divisions, and to Brigadier-General 
Dockery, Colonels Monroe, Shanks, and Wright, commanding bri- 

ades, I take pleasure in according the highest praise. They are well 
deserving of that credit and honor that attaches to brave and gallant 
conduct. For an account of our loss attention is called to the re- 
jorts of division commanders. It does not exceed, however, 150 
Killed and seriously wounded. 

To my staff I am indebted for material aid: My assistant adju- 
tant-general, Captain Thomas, and my aide-de-camp, Captain Beld- 
ing, who have for more than three years of struggle and war been 
with me, deserve again all I can say of brave and gallant officers, 
Major Duval, quartermaster; Major Fall, commissary of subsist- 
ence; Maj. John D. Adams, Captain Anderson, and_ Lieutenant 
Gause, volunteer aides-de-camp; Major Rapley and Cate, W. F. 
Bourne, acting assistant inspector-generals, were active throughout 
the engagement in the discharge of important duties. I take pleas- 
ure in thanking-Col. C. J. Turnbull for valuable assistance rendered 
me on the expedition, as well as for his daring and gallant conduet 
on the field. He is an officer of high merit. This report could be 
continued at much length in mention of individual daring and, gal- 
lantry during the engagement, but where every one discharged his 


~ 


see 
oose horses, ioe ae “ies 
as necessary for the safe passage to the . 
wchita of these prisoners and Spee This, with my loss in the 
ht, reduced my force near 1,500 men. It was night 


, loose horses, 


before I got 
the train and prisoners on their way. We bivouacked on the battle- 
field, and early next morning moved up the Saline River, hearing — 
iat a Federal train was then en route from Princeton to Little Rock. — 

3 continued for several days (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) — 


attempting a crossing of the Saline, but without success. The rumor — 
of the Federal train proved incorrect. The river was swimming at _ 
every point, and on arriving at the last crossing before getting to 
the military road, and finding it utterly impossible to cross there — ~ 

Pratt’s Ferry), I moved out on the Princeton and Benton road;  —~ 
here I remained Thursday night, within 25 miles of Princeton, and Z 
ill after 7 o’clock next morning, hoping to. hear something from 
- district or department headquarters, as I had several days before Z 
dispatched to district headquarters my route. = 
Hearing nothing of the evacuation of Camden on Friday morning, = 
and being entirely without forage and subsistence, I moved out q 
toward the Ouachita at the only point where anything of forage, &c., : 
could be had between Princeton and Arkansas River. Just before 
midnight, when 34 miles from Jenkins’ Ferry, I received a ‘brief 
dispatch stating the enemy was marching on Little Rock, and was = 
~ within 8 miles of Jenkins’ Ferry. I at once ordered everything put F 
_ in readiness, and by the time that I could see the road moved as 
rapidly as the animals could travel for the scene of action on the 
- 30th. On my arrival the fight had just closed. Being ordered by 
~ General Smith to do so, I ordered a part of Shelby’s brigade forward. 

- They reached the ferry, when further pursuit was impossible. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, —, 

J. F. FAGAN, — 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas. 


No. 52. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. William L. Cabell, C. S. Army, command- 
ng brigade, of engagement at Poison Spring and action at Marks’ 
ills. am 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BRIGADE, 
April 20, 1864. 
Magsor: I have the honor to state that on the evening of the 17th, 
I was detached from Fagan’s division and ordered to report to Gen- 
eral Marmaduke for special duty. On the night of the 17th, we left 
camp and moyed to attack the enemy, who had a large commissary 
train under their protection. After moving out and marching a 
short distance the command returned to camp. Harly on the morn- 
ing of the 18th, I being the senior officer of Fagan’s division present, 


_ Immediately after he reported 
eral Marmaduke, to attack and 


2 


rh to me with his bet 


_ the Camden and Prairie D’ Ane 


Se NR 


rare 


enemy from re-enforcing from Camden ; Gunter’s battalion, of Ca- 
bell’s brigade, was ordered to protect our extreme left flank ; Mc- 


_Murtrey’s battalion, of Crawford’s brigade, was ordered to protect 


our extreme right flank. After these dispositions were-made I 
ordered out a heavy line of skirmishers from each brigade. The 
skirmishers moved out rapidly and kept up a brisk fire on the enemy, 
driving them back several times. 

After my line of battle was formed General Maxey arrived with 
his command, and being the senior officer present assumed command, 
placing his division of Texans and Indians on the left. After get- 
ting his division into line he attacked the enemy’sright flank. I 
was ordered as soon asI heard that this division Was heavily en- 
gaged with the enemy to open with my artillery. This order was 
obeyed. My artillery opened at and kept up a continued fire on the 
enemy as well asthetrain. The practice of this battery, commanded 
by Captain Hughey, was magnificent. After a very severe and 
heavy cannonading with my battery, and after Maxey’s division had 
become well engaged with the enemy, I moved up my whole com- 
mand by direction of General Maxey ; moved across an open field 
for about 200 yards, the enemy being under cover of the timber in 
front. After reaching the timber I halted Cabell’s brigade for a few 
moments to form line, the enemy then being in front with a heavy 
line of skirmishers about 80 -yards distant. I ordered my men to 
chargethem at once, which they did in grand style (Monroe’s regi- 
ment on the right, Gordon’s in the center, and Trader’s State troops 
on the left), driving the enemy before them from the train under a 
very heavy fire. I then ordered Crawford’s brigade to move up 
rapidly, which was done, and to assist in pursuit of the fleeing 
enemy. I continued with my division, which had been re-enforced 
by Greene’s brigade, to pursue the enemy until he was scattered and 
completely routed and we had complete possession of the train and 
all his artillery, which was captured by my command, Gordon’s regi- 
ment, of Cabell’s brigade, capturing one rifled piece ; McMurtrey’s 
battalion, of Crawford’s brigade, capturing two howitzers, and Craw- 
ford’s and Wright’s regiments, of the same brigade, the fourth piece. 

After I had continued the pursuit as far as I considered it neces- 
sary, about 24 miles, and my men being much exhausted, as the 
senior officer present I stopped further pursuit and ordered all the 
troops to withdraw. This order was repeated by General Marma- 
duke, who arrived on the field immediately afterward, which was 
done in as good order as could possibly be done, mixed up as the 
different commands were. Never were men known to fight better 
than my whole command, It was a continuous huzza from the 


conduct of Colonels Monroe, Gordon, Tra 
- Majors Harrell, Reiff, Arrington, and Portis, and Lieute: 
~ onels O'Neil, Fayth, and Bull, of Cabell’s brigade. Colonel, Hi 
although not engaged, did great service with his command in getting 
eld, Colonel Crawford, commanding brigade, acted 
with the greatest gallantry. I refer you to his report in reference to 


the train off the 


deserve especial mention for their gal 


ues one did so nobly. I 


r 


his officers. ee Sse 
~ The enemy’s strength was about 2,500 men, from all the informa- 


tion I could’ get—1,500 negroes and about 1,000 white troops, with — 
four pieces of artillery. The number of killed of the enemy was ~ 
very great, especially among the negroes. You could track our — 

troops by the dead bodies lying on the ground. I estimated his loss, 
- from what I saw and heard from reliable officers, as follows : Killed— 
negroes, 450; Indians, 7; white troops, 30; total, 487. No estimate — 


of wounded can be made. / 


Morgan’s regiment, which was stationed on the Camden road-east 


of the battle-ground, killed at least 80 negroes and captured 35 pris- 
oners. My whole command captured 62 prisoners—58 white troops 


and 4 negroes, e ; iY 
My staff officers—Major Duffy, inspector-general ; Captain King, 


assistant adjutant-general ; Surg. John H. Carroll; Lieut. W. J. 
Tyus, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Lieutenants Carlton and 
Inks, acting aides-de-camp, and es Ballos, quartermaster— 
antry on the field. 

Captain Hughey with his officers and men deserve especial men- 
tion for the skillful manner with which they handled their guns. _ 

In conclusion, I ask to be allowed to bear testimony to the gal- 
lantry displayed not only by my own command of Arkansas troops, 
but to that of the Missouri, Texas; and Choctaw troops. I never did 
see troops display more gallantry and more kindly feelings toward 
each other. I would also state that I captured a stand of colors 
belonging to the negro regiment. I gave it to an officer to carry 
it to the rear, but have not been able to find either the officer_or the 
colors since. 

I regret the loss of several brave and good soldiers. My whole 
loss was as follows : 


| Missing, 


| Killed 
ee | Wounded. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major OCHILTREE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Maxey’s Division. 


. ‘Sines aaa a ita Soil pS he ney 


~ command a 
_ On the morning of the 25th, while marching to the road leading 


HEADQUARTERS CABELL’s: e 
ite eae feet cs Saga oe) ~ May 8, 1864. 


_Capratn: I have the honor to submit the followin report of the 
eee of my division in the battle of Marks’ Mills on the 25th’ 


last month, being a portion of Fagan’s division, which, together 


with Shelby’s command, formed a command to operate east of the 


Ouachita River : : 
On the 23d, General Ps ee was ordered to report to me, and I to 
vision composed of Cabell’s and Dockery’s brigades, 


from Chambersville to Mount Elba, it was reported that a train of 
wagons belonging to the enemy, escorted by a large force, was moy- 
ing from that place toward Mount Elba. The order of march that 


_ morning was, Shelby’s division in front and Cabell’s division in rear, 
_ Dockery’s brigade» of Cabell’s division, being rear guard to the 
_ whole command, and marched in rear of the wagons and ambulances. 


After getting in the neighborhood of the train General Shelby was 
ordered on the road leading toward Mount Elba to intercept the 


_ train and to attack in front and in the rear. Cabell’s brigade moved 


up to the road leading direct to Marks’ Mills. After detaching Hill’s 
regiment and one company of Monroe’s regiment and sending them 
to ascertain if there was any enemy on our left flank, in moving 
down the Marks’ Mills road the enemy’s pickets were soon encountered, 
and it was definitely known that the train was moving rapidly 
toward Mount Elba. Lat once formed Monroe’s regiment, of Cabell’s 
brigade, in line of battle, dismounted them, and Colonel Monroe by 
my order threw out two companies rapidly as skirmishers and drove 
them back until I could dismount Cabell’s brigade and form it into 
line of battle. This was done, Gunter’s command, composed of his 
battalion and Pettus’ battalion of State troops, on the right, Monroe’s 
regiment on his left, and Morgan’s regiment on Monroe’s left, cross- 
ing the road, Gordon’s regiment acting as a support to the battery, 
which was planted to sweep the road. Skirmishers were thrown out 
in front of our whole line, and were engaged all the time with those 
of the enemy, As soon as I commenced forming line of battle [sent 
my aid to General Dockery to hasten forward with his command. 
General Fagan being present ordered me to command Cabell’s bri- 
gade and all the troops in my front, and that he would give General 
Dockery the necessary orders. After moving Cabell’s brigade as far 
to the front as I deemed it prudent, until I could hear from General 
Dockery, I sent to General Fagan and informed him of my position, 
which was then across two roads leading in the road in wth the 
train was moving, and which could be distinctly heard. I received 
orders to ‘move rapidly forward and attack the train.” This order 
was promptly obeyed, and my whole line of skirmishers and all ex- 
cepting two companies of skirmishers under Colonel Monroe, who 
were heavily engaged with the enemy, who were forming line of 
battle on my left, moved forward rapidly under a tremendous fire, 
driving him through the train and beyond it some 300 or 400 yards 
until they were completely routed, throwing down their arms and 
giving themselves up as prisoners. These men were captured by 
General Shelby’s gents who were moving rapidly in their rear. 
Hearing heavy firing on my left flank and rear, I halted my men, 
formed line, and marched to the rear in line of battle, and moved 
forward in line to aid Colonel Monroe, who was fighting at least 


BRIGADE, 


ance, eee ; : 

The brigade suffered here terribly, and some of its best officer 
‘and men were killed and many wounded. After this General — 
Dockery’s command came up on the left of Cabell’s brigade an 
attacked the enemy vigorously, supported by Hill’s regiment, o 

“Cabell’s brigade. I charged the enemy (about that time I heard tw: 
pieces of artillery, and I knew the gallant Shelby was coming tom 
relief) and drove him into the house and through the train, captur- 
ing 2 pieces of artillery and over 200 prisoners. (See Colonels ~ 
Gordon, Monroe, Morgan, and Gunter’s reports, which are re- 
spectfully submitted.) The train was then completely in our posses-' 
sion. The enemy, however, returned some distance higher up the 
read to our left and attempted to recapture the train by taking ad- 
vantage of the confusion of the troops owing to the commingling of - 
commands. Two regiments of Shelby’s arrived. I immediately 
formed line of battle with Cabell’s brigade and threw Shelby’s two 
regiments as mounted men on my right and moved rapidly toward. 
the enemy. ’ : 

The firing at once became general and very heavy. My men con-~ 
tinued to advance steadily, notwithstanding the heavy fire, and 
routed them the third time, and continued the pursuit until they — 
were driven more than a mile beyond the rear of the train, when.” 
I halted the footmen and sent a cavalry regiment in pursuit, who- 
captured many prisoners. x 

No report has been furnished by General Dockery with reference 
to the part his brigade took in the action; besides, I did not con- 
sider him under my control after the brigadier-general commanding 
informed me that he would carry them into action. 

The killed and wounded of Cabell’s brigade show how stubborn 
the enemy was and how reluctantly they gave up the train. Men _ 
never fought better. They whipped the best infantry regiments that 
the enemy had (old veterans, as they were called), and then in 
numbers superior to them. 

It would be invidious to particularize any regiment when all 
fought, both officers and men, with gallantry and with such daring. 
Three different positions were taken ; three different lines of battle 
formed by this brigade, and each time they drove the foul invader 
off with terrific slaughter. It is not detracting from any command 
to say that this brigade bore the brunt of the fight. For five hours_ 
it poured a deadly fire into the enemy’s ranks. At the same time it 
was subjected to a fire from the enemy that has carried sorrow to 
many a family. 

Colonels Monroe, Gordon, Morgan, Pettus, and Hill; Lieutenant- 
Colonels Basham (who was wounded), Bull, Harrell, Fayth; also- 
Majors Reiff, Portis, and Adams, deserve great credit for daring and 


this rigade, nee cities ee to. 
: will never be forgotten. ‘ grateful people will r 
; ‘ ef eg and will Hingis their t tears with t ose of us 
Bg oe th those who fell on that bloody field. 


eae troops and their gallant leader, General — 
perfect harmony which characterized their every 

( ye ith the “Askaneke troops. <= + 2 
iso wish to return my thanks to Piptains Belding and Thomas, : 
neral Fagan’s staff, and to Lieutenant Field, of my own staff, 
their assistance. To Captain Belding and Lieutenant Field, both ~ 
Ww whom exposed themselves regardless of all danger, I am partieu- 
y indebted for their assistance at a most critical moment. Lieu- 
ant Field was seriously wounded. 
y staff-officers—Major Duffy, inspector-general ; Captain King, 
sistant adjutant-general; Lieutenant Inks, aide; Lieutenant Carl- eZ 
aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Tyus, acting assistant adjutant- a 
eral; also, Dr. Carroll, brigade surgeon—acted with great gal- ae 
yand gave me great assistance. Lieutenant Field, who was ‘ e 
ou faded. was noted for his daring and intrepidity. “ 
Japtain Hughey and his batter ‘y deserve especial mention for - 
ir gallantry and for their successful practice. The number of =. 4 
-enemy’s killed I estimate at 150; wounded, 300; prisoners, a 
300. 

The number ae risoners captured by my command was nearly 500, 
cluding Colonel. Drake, the Federa CERT OTNE officer. Exact 


ber not known. Number of pieces of artillery, 4. The follow- 
ig is my loss, viz: 
. * ie 
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This embraces only wounded in hospité ils. The slightly wounded = 
euld increase the number of wounded to over 200 in Cabell’s_bri- $ 
vie alone. Re 
{ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier- General. : 
Capt. Wyatr C. THOMAS, F 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Fagan’s Division. 


report of the 
s on the 25th - 


formed line of battle to the right of the road, dismounted, 
out two companies as skirmishers, and pushed forward. — 
‘about 80 yards from my horses my skirmishers engaged the skirn 
ers of the enemy and drove them steadily back to their main f 
In the mean time General Cabell came up with the brigade 
swung his left around and was marching in the direction the wag 
train was traveling, when the enemy charged my lineof skirmish 
with an overwhelming force. I disputed every foot of ground, 
was forced slowly back until General. Cabell changed his front : 


moved up to my relief. At this time the-whole regiment becar 
engaged, and the enemy were driven back upon their battery an 
reserves, at which place a desperate fight ensued until my ammun 
tion gave out. The firing on my part was then very slow for fiftee 
or twenty minutes, when I received a fresh supply of ammunitior 
I then opened upon them and pressed forward, when the enemy le! 
their battery ee moved to their left and took refuge in a house an 
among the wagons. Morgan and myself pressed forward after th 
enemy, leaving the battery to our left, and at the house above me 
tioned we captured about 100 prisoners. I formed them, placed 
guard over them, with orders to take them to the rear. My reg 
ment was at this stage of the fight very much disorganized or sca 
tered. I reformed the regiment and pursued the enemy until th 
fight closed. After Cabell’s brigade passed the battery several me 
who were worn out stopped to rest at the battery, when Gener: 
Dockery’s men came up, took them prisoners, and took possession ¢ 
the battery. 

My casualties are as follows: Killed, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 lier 
tenant, 1 sergeant, and 10 men; wounded, 1. captain, 2 sergeant 
and 20 men ; 13 killed; 23 wounded ; 36 killed and wounded. 


Respectfully, 
J. C. MONROE, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Maj. JoHN Kine, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 54. 
Report of Col. T. J. Morgen, Second Arkansas Cavalry, of actic 
at Marks’ Mills. 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS REGIMENT, 
Camp im the Field, May 2, 1864. 
Masor: The part taken by my regiment in the engagement. ; 
Marks’ Mills on the 25th ultimo was as follows: When we arrive 
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in, and under a heavy fire my regiment gallantly charged upon 
rain and assisted in killing a number of horses a7 aifien whee 
aused the train to come toa halt. We were then ordered to face 
bout and engage the enemy, who aD to be moving up in our 
2ar. We found them about 300 yards from where we were ordered 
face about, strongly posted on an elevated point with a section of 


| 


We moved up to within 150 yards of the section of artillery and 
igaged them for about one hour and a half. We suffered con- 


@ 
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he enem 


y took shelter under a house to the right of my regiment. 
Ve attac 


wear the hospital. The fight closed here and we were withdrawn 
rom the field. 

It would be invidious for me to speak of the gallantry of any one 
fficer in my regiment. They all did their duty. There were about 
30 of my men in the fight. 

We lost in killed 2, wounded 21, several of them mortally. Being 
ntirely ignorant of the topography of the battle-field, I cannot give 
m accurate report. 

I am, major, very respectfully, 
T. J. MORGAN, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. Joun Kina, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 55. 


Report of Col. A. Gordon, Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, of action a 
Marks’ Mills. 


Harrell’s battalion was on picket. After the enemy was routed, 
nd I had passed the enemy’s battery with most of my command, 
jeneral Dockery’s command came up and took William Morrison 


: fas Major J OHN Kina, Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


No. 56.5 sss SS ee eres 
Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Gunter, Arkansas Battal On, 
ee 2 action at Marks’ Mills, ae 
: Camp NEAR LEWISVILLE, May 5, 

Magsor: In obedience to Special Orders, No. —, requiring a rep 
of the part my command took in the action of Marks’ Mills on Apri 
25, 1864, I have the honor to report the following : On learning th 
~_ Jocality of the enemy I dismounted my command south of the ro 
- Jeading from Camden to Pine Bluff and formed line of battle paral 
with the road. I threw forward my skirmishers and inmmediatel 
advanced toward the road, dressing on Colonel Monroe, who w. 
on my left. My skirmishers here engaged a part of the enemy 
train, which was endeavoring to escape in the direction of the mills 
or Pine Bluff. I immediately charged, capturing the train in m 
front and killing 3 negroes and 1 white man. I was then ordered te 
face by the rear rank and to move briskly in the direction of the 
main force of the enemy, which I did, Colonel Monroe now on my 
right. The engagement soon became general and desperate along 
the entire line of our brigade. I moved forward slowly, my right 
resting near the road then occupied by Captain Hughey’s battery in 
the direction of the cabin on the hill, which was then occupied by 
the enemy, advising my men to take all advantages afforded them, 
the enemy having the superior position. After about one hour’s 
hard fighting I moved forward, taking the cabin, 17 prisoners, and 2 
pieces of artillery, which were in position near the cabin mentioned. 
After placing the prisoners in charge of one of my lieutenants, I 
moved forward in the direction of the large double house which stood 
north of east of small cabin. On reaching the house I found the 
enemy had surrendered in and about that locality. My command 
being scattered I reformed and moved on road in the direction of 
Camden. My men being much fatigued I failed to reach the last 
engagement. During the action I lost 1 lieutenant and 4 men killed, 
and 23 wounded; Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus mortally, who has 
since died, 9 others severely wounded, the remainder slight. The 
officers and men of my command conducted themselves well during 
the action, Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus behaved in the most gallant 
manner, and rendered me material aid up to the time he was 
wounded, To particularize further would do injustice where all 
did so well, 

Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. M. GUNTER, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Battalion and State Troops. 
Maj. Jonn Kina, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ Nominal list shows 4 men killed, 4 officers (Ca pt. J.P. Moody, Adjt. A .J. Quindley 
and ie J. L, Lewis, Company E, and Lieutenant Lewis, Company I) and 15 me 
woundec 


remained so placed until I was ordered forward by Brigadier-Gen- 
Cabell, commanding division. My command moved rapidly and 
dily forward, firing volley upon volley at the fleeing foe. The 
Second Arkansas Cavalry charged them on horseback, and men and 
ifficers acted well, capturing two pieces of the enemy’s artillery. 
( aay Snell, of this regiment, deserves le notice, and Captain 
Tebbs acted like a hero until he was wounded and carried from the , 
field. My dismounted men pursued rapidly the enemy for 24 miles, 
‘shouting and huzzaing, and bringing back with them four pieces of 
artillery that had been captured from the enemy. All, every officer - 
and soldier, fought like men, and deserve much credit. The casual- 

ies in the brigade were 1 man killed and 7 wounded, I am much | 
cet to Captains Warren, McFarland, McCabe, and Lieutenant = 
Webb, of my staff, for their valuable services: They discharged 
well their duties and acted most gallantly. 
»  .» Very respectfully, 
- W. A. CRAWFORD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


_ Major KING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


hd 
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No. 58. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Churchill, C. S. Army, command- 
ing division, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


HEADQUARTERS CHURCHILL’S DIVISION, 
Camden, Ark., May 5, 1864. 

CoLONEL: I herewith submit the following report of the part taken 
by my division, consisting of the brigades of Brigadier-Generals 
Reonan, Hawthorn, and Colonel Gause, and Dockery’s dismounted 
troops, numbering in all about 2,000 muskets, in the action of the 
30th ultimo at Jenkins’ Ferry : On the morning of the 29th ultimo I 
was ordered to move Sees f and made a forced march of 27 miles, 
reaching camp at dark. I received orders to resume the march at 
12 o’clock that night. At the appointed hour I was again in motion, 
and continued to move through a furious storm of rain and through 


“order was 0 


= one regiment should be thrown out as skirmishers. It gives me — 


hotly pressed by the enemy. The two regiments which had been 


* firing, now incessant, was terrific, and the struggle was desperate 


ypan, as skirmishers, and ‘ap ) 
eyed, but in a-few minutes a second order count nd- 
ing the first was received ordering the deployment of only two regi-— 
ments and the holding of the third regiment in reserve. ‘he seco. 
order was in turn superseded by a third, which directed that 1 


leasure to say that the above orders were all . Prom psy exer 
y this time my skirmishers were hotly engaged, and were in tur 


held in reserve were now pushed rapidly forward to their support, 
and never did troops move more eagerly or more handsomely to the 
charge. Like veterans they moved steadily forward across an open” 
field, undaunted by a most destructive fire, with which the enemy 
met their advance. Seeing that I was outnumbered, I ordered Brig-— 
adier-General Hawthorn with his brigade to the support of Brigadier- | 
General Tappan, and gallantly did he come to the rescue. The — 


beyond description. Still our brave and fearless troops maintained — 
their ground and drove the enemy before them; but he was again. ~ 
heavily re-enforced, and being overpowered we slowly and stub- : 
bornly yielded the ground, inch by inch, after two hours of severest — 
fighting I ever witnessed. The division under command of Brig- | 
elie. Cancral Parsons came up, and forming one brigade upon the ~ 
right and the other upon the left of Colonel Gause’s brigade, which — 


‘had been held in reserve, the whole line thus formed moved to the — 


support of the two brigades in front. The battle raged with the — 
greatest fury along our entire line, and the roar of the musketry was ~ 
almost deafening. Nothing could surpass the valor and courage of 
our troops. They dashed forward with an impetuosity and fearless- ~ 
ness unsurpassed in this war, and it was not until their ammunition 
was exhausted that they were withdrawn. 

At this time Major-General Walker arrived upon the field with 
his division and was thrown into the action. After a short respite 
my division was ordered to move to his support. With eagerness 
and alacrity they once more rushed to the conflict, when the enemy 
broke and fled, leaving us the proud victors of the battle-field. Too — 
much praise cannot be given to the private soldier, for if any one 
deserves the thanks of a grateful people it is the soldier in the 
ranks. I have to mourn the loss of many brave and gallant officers, 
who, although fallen, will live-in the memories of us all. 

The dismounted troops of Brigadier-General Dockery’s brigade 
were detached from my division early in the action, and reported to 
Major Douglas, of General Smith’s staff. They were posted across 
the creek and engaged the enemy on that part of their lines. In the 
engagement I had 64 killed and 270 wounded. 

My thanks are due to Brigadier-Generals Tappan and Hawthorn 
and to Colonel Gause for the promptitude with which they executed 
all my orders, and for the skillful and masterly manner in which 
they handled their brigades. They were ever seen in the thickest 
of the fight cheering on their men to victory. 

The following members of my staff—Maj. W. W. Dunlap, chief 
of artillery; Maj. H. M. Clark, assistant inspector-general ; Lieut. 
A. H. Sevier, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. J. L. Thomas, 
paymaster, and volunteer aides Col. John W. Polk, Capt. C. E. Roys- 
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‘am indebted 
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_ I have the honor to remain 
_ servant, 


surgeon, D 


to di ee t 
duties in the field, as through his untiring zeal and unceasing 
ention to the wounded none were left uncared for. To my chiet 
uartermaster, Maj. C. B. Moore ; chief commissary of subsistenc 


ammunition. 


eats T. J. CHURCHILL, 
_ Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


_ Lieut. Col. J. F. Beron, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 59. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James OC. Tappan, C. 8S. Army, commanding 
brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


Hpgrs. TAPPAN’S Bric., CHURCHILL’S DIv., 
In the Field, May 2, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to make the following report of 
the part taken by my brigade in the engagement which occurred on 
April 30 at Jenkins’ Ferry, on Saline River, some 45 miles from 
Little Rock, Ark.: When we returned from Louisiana the enemy 
occupied Camden. They evacuated it on the night of April 26, 
and our forces took possession of it the next day. Thursday morn- 
ing we crossed the river at Camden in pursuit of the enemy. Owing 
to the delay in crossing we only went 14 miles that day. We con- 
tinued the pursuit on Friday, marching some 25 miles, and within 
12 miles of Jenkins’ Ferry. At 12 o’clock that night we resumed 
our march and SS ateanat it until we arrived within a mile of the 
Saline Bottom, when we halted and built fires to warm and dry the 
men. It had rained Friday evening and nearly all that night. The 
men were very wet and the roads qe muddy. 

My brigade consisted of Grinsted’s regiment, commanded by Col. 
H. L. Grinsted ; Dawson’s and Portlock’s (consolidated) regiments, 
commanded by Lieut. Col. W. R. Hardy, and Shaver’s and Gaither’s 
(consolidated) regiments, commanded by Col. R. G. Shaver. We 
had hardly finished building fires before we were ordered to advance. 
By this time the cavalry skirmishers had engaged those of the 
enemy. On reaching the brow of the hill, at the edge of the bot- 
tom, | was ordered by Brigadier-General Churchill, commanding 
the division, to deploy my brigade as skirmishers and to move for- 
ward at once and attack the enemy, who were posted in our front 
from a half to three-quarters of a mile. I instantly did as directed, 
selecting one company from each regiment as a reserve. As I was 
forming the linea subsequent order directed me to select Grinsted’s 
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the ee and faithful discharge 


{op 
J. R. a hash ; and ordnance officer, Capt. C. E. Kidder, I 
or many valuable services, and for the promptness 


with which the command was supplied with forage, supplies, and _ 


» very respectfully, your obedient 


- rapi them, my line being so arranged that : 1 
x Pe fanies eof was Thee into the field, with Colonel — 
- Shaver’s command on his right, his left reaching to the edge of the 
field. The enemy’s skirmishers were posted on a line about the 


us. Tadvane 


center of the field, their line of battle being in the woods at the 


Lieutenant-Col- — 


end of the same. My command drove in their skirmishers and be- — 


came heavily and hotly engaged with their main line. Findin 
the force of the enemy much greater than was represented, 


ordered Colonel Grinsted to move forward with his regiment to — 
my support. As Colonel Grinsted came up to my line the enemy x 


opened on us with an increased fire, and very heavily pressed my line. 
It was at this time that Colonel Grinsted was shot dead while gal- 
lantly leading his regiment forward. 


I sent word to Brigadier-General Churchill of the condition of — 
affairs, and that re-enforcements were needed to enable me to sustain ~ 
amy position. In a short time General Hawthorn came forward with — 


his brigade and I formed my line on his right. Calling In my men 
who had been acting as skirmishers, I first engaged the enemy 
about 8 o’clock. From that time until Brigadier-General Haw- 
thorn’s brigade came up some half to three-quarters of an hour 
elapsed. About 10.30 0’clock Brigadier General Parsons’ (Missouri) 
division came upon the field. About 11.30 o’clock I received orders 
to retire with my brigade. As I went off I met Major-General 
Walker’s (Texas) division advancing to engage the enemy. About 
12.30 o’clock we returned to the field with the balance of Brigadier- 
General Churchill’s division, and remained there heavily engaging 
the enemy until 1.30 o’clock, at which time the enemy fled, leaving 
his dead and wounded on the field and destroying his pontoon bridge 
after crossing the river. This ended one of the most hotly contested 
engagements of the war. For full six hours the battle raged with a 
vehemence unsurpassed, my brigade having been engaged at least 
five out of the six hours. 

I cannot speak too highly of the gallantry and bravery of my offi- 
cers and men. They never hesitated to go wherever Seer at one 
time charging through an open field upon the enemy protected and 
posted behind logs and trees. In the death of Col. H. L. Grinsted 
the army has lost a brave and gallant officer, the country a good and 
useful citizen. To Colonel Shaver, Lieutenant-Colonel Hardy, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomson, who commanded Grinsted’s regiment 
after the fall of its colonel, I am deeply indebted for the promptness 
with which they obeyed my orders and for the gallantry and zeal 
they manifested upon the field in the management of their com- 
mands, No officers could have acted with more coolness, bravery, 


and determination than they did, for which they deserve well of 
their country. 


aah, 


Tam under great obligations to the members of my staff, Capt. 


Amos Tappan, Capt. J. J. Horner, Lieut. W. P. McCabe, and Lieut, 
C. E. Mitchell. They bore themselves with gallantry and rendered 
me great assistance. The same may be said of my volunteer aides, 
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William F. Sale and E. K. Ives, of Arkansas, 
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a es : No-60s e2} ia te 
rt of Lieut. Col. W.R. Hardy, Twenty-fourth.Arkansas In- 
try, commanding Nineteenth OE geohee and Twenty-fourth 
Arkansas Infantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 7 
= HEADQUARTERS Harpy’s REGIMENT, 
xe rege, ~ e In the Field, May 2, 1864... ~ 
__ Caprain: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
movements of my regiment in the battle near Jenkins’ Ferry on the — 
30th ultimo: My regiment was on the left of the brigade and de- 
ployed as skirmishers, with the exception of the color company, 
which was ordered to form part of the reserve for the brigade. 
_ After advancing a half mile or more we charged the enemy .at 
_ double-quick through an open field to within 150 yards of their posi- 
[ae the woods behind logs and trees, and opened fire upon them 
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‘at once. We held our position for over an hour under the most 
terrific fire, when, our ammunition being exhausted, and seeing the ~~ 
enemy about to flank me on the right, I ordered a retreat, My men  —% 
fell back in good order to the rear, and being again formed with the ~~ 
_ brigade we marched back to the battle-field and remained until the . 
° engagement closed. My loss was 1 officer and 7 men killed and 1 
officer and 17 men wounded. 
& . - 
‘ Iam, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I W. R. HARDY, 


2 . Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. : 

© Capt. A. TAPPAN, 7 

5 Assistant Adjutant-General. ; 
No. 61. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas D. Thomson, Thirty-third Arkansas 
Infantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 
Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD ARKANSAS INFANTRY, 
Camp near Tulip, Ark., May 2, 1864. 
Caprain: I beg leave to submit the following report of my regi- 
ment in the engagement onthe 30th ultimo near Jenkins’ Ferry, on 
the Saline River: The regiment went into action under the com- 


mand of Col. H. L. Grinsted, and I went in as lieutenant-colonei of a 
the regiment. Colonel Grinsted being killed early in the action the 3 
command of the regiment fell upon me. I then commanded it 4 
through the fight, which lasted about five hours and a half. My 4 
regiment was cut up considerably, so much so that I was compelled ty 


to take it out about half a mile from the field to draw a fresh supply 


gointleight. Cm 
»goin the fight. Captain DICKSC¢ Tu ; 
) Sarre shot acais gallantly raised the colors and kept th 
ae he was cut down by three balls. The casualties are as f 
Kil 


led, 2 officers and 19 men ; wounded, 7 officers and 64 men. 
Respectfully submitted. ret wen ba Bases 
eee ee T. D. THOMSON, — 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


BS Capt. A. TAPPAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 627 


Report of Col. R. G. Shaver, Thirty-eighth Arkansas Infantry, : 
commanding Twenty-seventh and Thirty-eighth Arkansas In- 
fantry, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. . 


HEADQUARTERS SHAVER’S REGIMENT, 
Camp near. Tulip, Ark., May 2, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
part taken by my regiment in the action near Jenkins’ Ferry on April — 
30, 1864: Our brigade was directed to form line of battle on the 
hill near the bottom about 8 o’clock in the morning. Directly there- 
after I received orders to deploy my regiment as skirmishers, ae 
informed at the time that the regiments on my right and left woul 
be likewise deployed as skirmishers, and that the whole line so de- 
ployed would act in concert. Soon after the order was given to 
advance I was notified that the order for the regiment on my right 
to be deployed as skirmishers had been countermanded, and that the 
said regiment would be held in reserve, with instructions to move to 
the support of that portion of the line most in need of it. I was 
also ordered to relieve the cavalry skirmishers in my front, who 
were then actively engaged with the enemy. My line of skirmishers 
was rapidly advanced and in good order, and I had occasion several 
times to restrain my men, whose ardor was carrying them in advance 
of the regiment on my left, which was charged with the direction of 
the line. We soon came up with the cavalry skirmishers, relieved 
them, and actively engaged the enemy’s skirmishers. I still advanced 
my line rapidly, vigorously pressing and driving the enemy’s line of 
skirmishers until they were forced back upon their line of battle. I 
pushed my line to within easy range of the enemy’s line of battle, 
pouring into them all the time a galling fire. At this juncture I re- - 
ceived an order to assemble my command and moye to the left to 
the support of our troops, who were vigorously pressed by the enemy 
in that quarter. The order to assemble had only been partially exe- 
cuted when the enemy advanced his lines and forced me to suspend 
the move to the left. About two-thirds of my regiment had assem- 
bled and were put in position to receive the enemy. That portion of 
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' mand. Iremained with this command until the close of the battle, 

_ when I rejoined my own brigade. 

___ Lam proud to say that officers and men of my regiment did their ° 
whole duty. They were prompt, cool, and determined, and at no 

~ time more so than when Renae to overwhelming numbers with the 
full knowledge of the fact. To the field and staff of my regiment I 
am indebted for ready, valuable, and efficient services during the 
engagement. I desire to make particular mention of David McCul- 
lough, sergeant of Company A, who, when my line of skirmishers 
was ordered to advance as near as possible to the enemy’s line, with 
a view to draw their fire, rushed up to within a few yards of their 
line, shot down 1 man, captured another, and brought him off under 
the enemy’s fire. The following were the casualties of my regiment : 
Four men killed, 3 officers wounded, and 19 enlisted men wounded. 

Respectfully submitted. 
R. G. SHAVER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. A. TAPPAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 63, 
Report of Col. Lucien C, Gause, Thirty-second Arkansas Infantry, 
commanding brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry, 
HEADQUARTERS GAUSE’S BRIGADE, 
Camp near Camden, May 5, 1864, 
LiguTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following as the re- 
port of the brigade commanded by me in the engagement of the 30th 


‘the mud and rain (which in the morning began to fall) until about” 
8a. m. on the 30th, when I was ordered to form line of battle on th 
~ erest of the last hill on the road to Jenkins’ Ferry, and conformi 
my movements to those of General Tappan, support him in_his ad 
vance. I had scarcely formed my brigade when this order was 
revoked, and by order of General Churchill I moved-about a mult 
down the road toward the ferry and took up position, supporting 
General Hawthorn’s brigade, then engaged. In a short time Gen- — 
~ eral Parsons’ Missouri division arrived on the field, and was formed ~ 
2 with Burns’ brigade on my right and Clark’s on my left. The whole — 


line then moved to the attack, and had not advanced more than 100 — 
yards until the skirmishers were rallied on the brigade and the en- — 
gagement became general. Only a few volleys had been fired, when ~ 
I ordered my brigade to charge, which was done in splendid style, — 
At this moment I saw General Clark’s entire brigade give way, and | 
Limmediately dispatched a staff officer to General Churchill to inform : 
him of the fact and ask for re-enforcements to support my left. My — 
brigade continued steadily and rapidly to advance, driving the enemy — 
. from every position he took, passing over his killed and wounded at 
= every step and leaving a large number of prisoners in my rear. In 
this manner I drove the enemy nearly a mile, expecting every mo- — 
ment support for my left, or that Colonel Burns, on my right, would — 
rout that wing and thus relieve my flank, . 
: At this time, however, I received information from General 
Churchill that he had no re-enforcements to send me. General Tap- 
pan, who was near me at the time, offered to go to the cavalry and 
ask for support for me, and I determined to hold my position then 
until I could hear from him, or as long as I could, and directed Col- 
onel Davie to change the front of his regiment perpendicular to, and 
protecting as far as possible, my line of battle. This was promptly © 
done, but his regiment was too small to protect me fromthe heavy 
fire which the enemy now poured on me from that direction. Burns’ 
brigade, on my right, had given way, and fresh troops were sweep- 
ing around my left, and believing it impossible to longer hold my 
position, I ordered the brigade to fall back. This was done in good 
order, slowly retiring and returning the enemy’s fire at every step for 
about a quarter of a mile, when, being no longer able to protect myself 
against the rapid movement of the enemy on my left flank, I was 
compelled to fall back hastily and in some confusion. This confu- 
slon Was In a great measure corrected by the gallantry of Brigadier- 
General Churchill, commanding division, who dismounted, seized 
a rifle, and rallied the remnant of the brigade around him under a 
heavy fire. Being unsupported by any other command, it was im- 
possible to resist the attack of the enemy there, and by his order I 
directed my brigade to fall back to the hill, and sent two staff offi-- 
cers—Captain Carter, acting assistant adjutant-general, and Captain 
Gause, volunteer aide for that day—to that point, with directions to 
stop all stragglers and form them in the road near the hospital. Ina 
short time my brigade was reformed and moving again to the attack. 
lhough very much fatigued by more than three hours’ continuous 
fighting, and having exhausted nearly every round of ammunition 
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position again almost in the same 
on. en, I the enemy, and after a brief action he 
re aving us in possession of the field. By direction of Gen 
Churchill I sent a company over the field under Major Hath 
y, who sent in 17 prisoners and reported the enemy gone. ri 
the entire engagement, lasting over four hours, and in which the 
troops were under the heaviest and most incessant fire of musketry _ 
Lever listened to, all, both officers and men, behaved like veterans. — 
_ Too much praise cannot be accorded those men who drove the _ 
_ enemy’s center a half mile after all support, both on their right and - 
left, had given wey: They deservé the highest commendation for 
their conduct. When all acted so gallantly it is difficult, if not im- 
possible, to point out particular instances. Colonel Davie, Lieuten- 
-ant-Colonel Brooks, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hicks, commanding = 
_ regiments, did their whole duty, urging their men forward in the 5 


a 


advance and ae ge them when driven back. In this they were : 
faithfully assisted by Major Hathaway, of Davie’s regiment; Major — 
a pale, Yell’s regiment, and Captain Anthony, acting lieutenant- me 
_ colonel, and Captain Montell, acting major, Gause’sregiment. Major 
Stanley and Captain Anthony were both wounded, the latter severely» 
- Lam particularly indebted to Lieutenant Smither, volunteer aide, for 

valuable services on the march from Camden and during the engage- 

ment. He was conspicuoas for his gallantry, ever ready and prompt 

to execute orders, and deserves particular mention. I desire also to 

mention Captain Carter, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Lieu- 

tenants Ross, assistant adjutant and inspector-general, and Leroy 

Burrow, acting aide-de-camp, of my staff, for the promptness and 

energy with which they discharged their several duties. My loss is 
16 Killed and 67 wounded, as will be seen by reference to report* for- 
warded herewith. Among the killed are the gallant Captain Mce- 
Iver, Lieutenants Cude, Lasiter, and Ponder, all of whom fell bravely 
leading the men inthecharge. Their loss is sad and an almost irrep- 
arable blow to their command. Braver or truer men never fell in 
any battle. About 2 p. m. I withdrew my brigade from the field 
and bivouacked on the hill on the Princeton road, and marched 
thence to this place. 

Respectfully submitted. 

L. C. GAUSE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Lieut. A. H. SEVIER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. H. G. P. Williams, Nineteenth (Dockery’s) 
Arkansas Infantry, Dockery’s brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ 
Ferry. 

CAMP NEAR CAMDEN, ARK., May 7, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT : In obedience to your order requiring a report of the 
action of my command in the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry I have the 
honor to pan Beh the following: I carried into action nearly 400 men, 

“y * Not found, 


~ about 1,000 yards when my skirmishers engaged those of the enemy, — 
+ and m foe. continuing to advance, the engagement soon became — 


firing, until the eneazonert again became general, and lasting for . 


about one hour, wit 


engagement, though much exposed to the fire of sharpshooters, and 
remained in this position until the enemy withdrew and abandoned 
the field to our forces. 

While all the commanding officers performed their duty well, I 
cannot refrain from noticing the action of Lieutenant Gillespie, 
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Twelfth Battalion Sharpshooters, commanding detachment, on the | 


field. For activity and daring he was particularly conspicuous, and 
I would respectfully urge that promotion could not be bestowed 
upon a more worthy or efficient officer. Captain Franklin, First 
Battalion Dismounted Cavalry, commanding a company, deserves 
the highest praise for his conduct. Indeed, all my commanders did 
well. All honor is due my adjutant, Thomas H. Simms, for his 
bearing and efficiency on the field, being found at all times where 
duty called him, regardless of danger. I cannot close this report 
without offering my thanks to Lieutenant Cunningham, aide-de- 
camp to General Smith, for the valuable services rendered me. 
Jool and collected, he rode in front of my line seeking favorable 
positions and ascertaining the whereabouts of ‘the enemy, urging 
and encouraging my men to deeds of daring. Indeed, I attribute my 
success in a great degree to his skill and good judgment, and feel 
that I was extremely fortunate in having the services of so brave 
and skillful an officer. My loss was 1 killed, 14 wounded, and 1 
missing, a list of which has been previously forwarded you. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
H. G. P. WILLIAMS, 
Lieut. Col,, Comdg. Infy., Dockery’s Brig. 
Lieut. A. H. SEVIER, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Churchill’s Division. 
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-- dwision, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 
: HEADQUARTERS Parsons’ DIVISION, 
; Camp Harris, May 9, 1864. 
_ Coon: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my division in the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry, on Saline 
River, Ark., on April 30, 1864: Leaving my bivouac, 6 miles north of 
_ Princeton, at 1 a. m. on the 30th, I marched with my division on the 
_ road leading to the ferry, along which the Federal army, under 
; Major-General Steele, had retired the evening previous. The night 
_ was dark and cloudy, and the roads having been cut up by the en- 
ia emy’s trains after a hard rain the previous evening, rendered the 
march tedious and fatiguing. Just after daybreak the rain com- 
_ menced and fell at intervals in heavy showers erie theday. After 
arriving within about 3 miles of the ferry I was ordered to halt my 
division and rest it in an old‘field to the left of the road. Fires were 
_ being kindled by the troops for the purpose of drying their clothes 
when sharp volleys of musketry at the front announced that the 
action had begun. In a few minutes I was ordered to advance with 
rapidity. Arriving at the point where the road descends from the 
highlands to the valley of the Saline River, I was ordered to form 
line of battle, which was done in the following order: The First 
Brigade, Brig. Gen. John B. Clark commanding, on the right, front- 
‘ing the ferry, his line deployed so as to penetrate a swamp on the 
right; the al Brigade, Colonel Burns commanding, on the left, 
extending across the main road; Lesueur’s and Ruffner’s batteries 
on the front and center. It wasnow8 a.m. To the front lay the 
valley extending to the ferry, 2 miles distant. ‘Fo the front of the 
Second Brigade, and about 100 yards distant, was a plowed field 
about a quarter of a mile square, which was flanked on the south 
and east by-heavy timber. Still farther to the front and about a 
uarter of a mile was another field of about the same dimensions as 
the first, an intervening strip of woods separating the two. This 
field, as the first, was bounded on the south and east all the way to 
the river by heavy woods and wet marshes. The main road to the 
ferry ran along the north side of the fields above described, and 
immediately to the north of and parallel to the road ran a creek or 
bayou with deep, impassable banks, which were covered on the north 
side with thick cane and underbrush. This creek emptied into the 
river at the ferry. Before and while in my first line of battle the 
Arkansas division, Brigadier-General Churchill commanding, was 
seriously engaged in the second field and the woods surrounding it. 
About 10 o’clock the enemy was pressing him heavily. I received 
orders to advance my command with all haste to his support. Mov- 
ing down the main road until arriving at a strip of woods between 
the fields, I met with Major-General Price, who directed me to take 
position on General Churchill’s right and to advance immediately 
upon the enemy. While moving through the strip of woods and 
passing immediately in rear of General Churchill’s command I met 
the general himself, who stated that unless I could give him support 
on his center or his left he would be compelled to retire in a few 
minutes. I ordered General Clark to report immediately to General 
Churchill and take such position as he might direct, With theSec- 


of Brig. Gen. Mosby M. Parsons, C. S. Army; commanding 
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- and hesitate. _ F oe a 
- In the mean time the enemy rallied and returned to attack on the _ 
f left and center of this brigade. Then I was informed that the right — 
wing was charged by cavalry. This I could not believe, for the tim- 
ber and the swamp in which we were engaged would not admit of such 
an attack. I went in that direction to satisfy myself, and found it 
to be the attack on the right by the enemy’s infantry, as above stated. 
While the above was transpiring on the right, our forces on the left 
fell back. The Second Brigade then was retiring slowly, when I 
received an order-from Major-General Price to withdraw my divis- 
ion and take position on my first line, to which place I directed the 
stragglers while the division was thus retiring. Orders were received 
to form in the valley below, and advance again to the support of Gen- 
5 eral Waul, who was about to attack on the same line where General 
Churchill had, been engaged. Advancing again in line of battle, 
General Clark’s brigade on the right, when I arrived on the right of 
General Waul I notified him of my position, and our respective com-* 
mands advanced. General Waul was soon engaged. I continued to 
advance for half a mile through the swamps and thick woods with- 
out finding the enemy, and the firing continuing very heavy to the 
left and rear of my left flank, I drew back my command in that di- 
rection, and ordered Colonel Burns to attack the enemy’s left flank 
with two of his regiments. The Sixteenth Missouri (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cumming) and the Eleventh Missouri (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murray) with great promptness executed the maneuver, which was 
discovered by the enemy, who immediately ceased to contest the field 
and made a rapid retreat. The battle having thus ended, and after 
waiting for Major-General Walker to retire his troops by the rear of 
my line, by order my division was marched back to the highlands to 
bivouac for the night. My casualties are 28 killed, 124 wounded, and 
6 missing. Among the killed was Lieut. Col. Simon Harris, of the 
Tenth Missouri, who fell while gallantly cheering on his regiment. 
In his fall the country has lost a brave and accomplished officer. 
Brig. Gen, John B. Clark was wounded in the arm while leading his’ 
brigade with his accustomed skill and daring. Colonel Burns, com- 
manding the Second Brigade, is entitled to an honorable mention by 
me for the good judgment, coolness, and courage with which he 
handled his brigade. 

Officers and men all are entitled to the thanks and admiration. of 
their country for their patient endurance and energy in their pursuit, - 
and for their firmness and valor in the battle which routed the enemy 
at Jenkins’ Ferry. Officers of my staff—Major Maclean, Captain 
Kelly, and Captain Edwards—were with me on the field. Their 
energy, courage, and experience greatly contributed to the success 
of the day. 

Captains Lesueur and Ruffner’s batteries having been detached 
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Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Clark, jr., commanding First Bri- 
gade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


Hpagrs. First BRIGADE, Parsons’ Drviston, sa 
ae Camp Harris, May 9, 1864. 
_ Masor : After halting for an hour near the scene of the engage- 
‘ment of Saline River on the 30th, I was ordered to move my brigade a 
forward in quick time in the direction of the firing, which had : 
become very frequent and heavy. I formed my command in line of - 
_ battle on the right of Burns’ brigade on the high ground, immedi- 2 
_ately before descending into the low grounds, where the battle was 
fought. Ina short time I was ordered to move my command by the 
right flank in quick time down the road leading to the ferry on Saline 
_ River, which was done with great spirit and promptness by officers a 
-andmen. Arriving in rear of Brigadier-General Churchill’s com- 
~ mand, I was detached from the division and ordered to remain as a 
reserve in eonjunction with Gause’s brigade, Churchill’s division. 
_ Gause’s brigade being ordered in a short time to advance, I applied 
to Major-General Price to make some disposition of my command. 
He gave me the order to advance immediately on the left of Gause’s 
brigade directly to the front. The enemy in my front were beyond 
an open field, concealed behind logs and underbrush, silently await- 
ing the attack-from our force. Notwithstanding my front was per- 
fectly naked of any protection for my command in its advance upon 
the enemy, and the whole face of the open ground swept by heavy 
front and flank fires from the enemy’s pee my command with : 
- right-shoulder-shift moved off with the steadiness of veterans. Dis- 
covering, after having gone two-thirds of the way through the fields, 
that our line on my right had halted, and from a regiment of the 
enemy beyond the bayou on which my left rested [s7c], I halted the 
command with the order to fire, believing that a farther advance 
would be attended with too great danger. My command remained 
in this position some thirty minutes, pouring a steady and regular 
fire into the enemy’s ranks, and receiving all the time the fire of at 
least twice our numbers. 
Too much cannot be said in praise of the coolness and indomitable 
pluck of my little command on this occasion. Finding that the line 
on my right was falling back, I ordered my command to retire to 
the wood immediately in the rear and reform, which was done in 
good order and without trepidation. Reporting with my command, 
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effective force, consequent upon the heavy marches we had made 
overtake the fleeing enemy. I carried into the engagement abou 
380 men; out of that number having 18 killed, 74 wounded, and 6 ~ 


missing. ae oie 

The “highth Regiment, commanded by Col. Charles 8. Mitchell, 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Smizer, Maj. J. W. Hill, and the Ninth Regiment, | 
commanded by Col. R. H. Musser, Lieut. Col. Richard Gaines, Maj. — 
H. H. Hughes, and Ruffner’s battery of four guns, composed my — 
command. = eee 

Feeling that it would be invidious to make any distinction between : 
the commanding officers of regiments, assisted by their other field — 
officers, in valor, skill, and efficiency on the field, I will say that they 
did everything that could be expected from them. Considering the ~ 
well-earned laurels they have gathered upon other battle-fields, I ~ 
think I pay them the greatest compliment when I ay they sustained — 
that reputation. Lieutenant-Colonel Smizer, of the Kighth Missouri — 
Infantry, was wounded while gallantly discharging his duty. | 

Captain Ruffner’s battery was left on the hill when we first formed — 
toawait my orders. Receiving an order from one of General Smith's ~ 
staff to send a section of his battery to the front, he sent Lieutenant 
Lockhart with a section, which was, unfortunately, captured by the 
enemy. Having no knowledge of the circumstances and the order 
of putting him in action, I attach his report for your consideration. 

My staff discharged their duty, Lieutenant Von Phul, aide-de-camp, 
recelving a wound in the arm and chest, Lieutenant Waldo having 
his horse severely wounded. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. B. CLARK, Jr., 
Brigadier-General. 
Major MacLEaNn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Report of Lieut. John O. Lockhart, Ruffner’s Missouri Battery, of 
engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


HEADQUARTERS RUFFNER’S BATTERY, 
Camp Harris, Ark., May 9, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to submit to you the following report 
of the part taken by one section of Ruffner’s battery under my com-- 
mand in the engagement with the enemy at Jenkins’ Ferry on April 
30, 1864: As the brigade was advancing upon the enemy the battery, 
which was in its rear, was detained by meeting Captain Lesueur’s 
battery, which was coming off the field. ‘While in this position we 
received an order to follow Captain Lesueur’s battery, and while in 
the act of executing that order we received another for a lieutenant 


wer, 


which I made my escape on Ma 
_ action, and the loss is as follows : 
63; missing, 1. 


_ gall 
ed with 


s taken across the Saline River to the Federal hospital, from — 
y 2. There were 32 men in the 
illed, 4; wounded, 6 ; captured, 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. O. LOCKHART, 
¥ Lieutenant, Ruffner’s Battery. 
Capt. T. T. Tayor, eg 
_ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 68. 


_ Report of Col. Simon P. Burns, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, com- 


manding Second Brigade, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


Hpers. Seconp Bric. Missouri Inry., Parsons’ Drv., 
Camp Harris, Ark., May 7, 1864. 


Capratn : I avail myself of the earliest opportunity that has pre- 
sented since the arrival of the brigade train, containing my books, 
papers, and writing material, to submit my official report of the part 
taken by the Second Brigade Missouri Infantry in the ever-mem- 
orable engagement of April 30, 1864, known as the battle of Jenkins’ 
Ferry : ‘ 

an ¥ o’clock on the morning of the 30th ultimo I arrived with 
the brigade within 2 miles of the battle-ground, where I was directed 
to halt in a field to the left of the road and rest the men, who were 
greatly fatigued, having been constantly marched in the rain since 
la.m. Scarcely had the arms been stacked and fires kindled when 
a sharp fire of musketry in front announced the presence of the 
enemy, with whom our cavalry were then engaged, I received an 
immediate order from the brigadier-general commanding division to 
move the brigade to the front by the Jenkins’ Ferry road with all 
possible dispatch. Upon arriving at the point in the road where it 
descends from the hills into the Saline River bottom, I was ordered 
to place the brigade in position in the line of battle on the left of 
Brigadier-General Clark’s brigade, occupying the high ground on 
both sides of the road bordering the river bottom. This order had 
just- been obeyed when a tremendous roar of small-arms half a mile 
to the front rendered it apparent that Churchill’s division of Arkan- 
sas infantry, which had moved in the advance and had already 
decended into the bottom, was hotly engaged with the enemy. I 
was immediately ordered forward with the brigade, moving by the 
right flank along the road leading to the ferry. 


~ move in the direction. para! od .in - 
line of battle. Moving in this direction stance the right 
f Churchill’s division was reached, received an order from 
the brigadier-general commanding division to form the igade 
~ line of battle on Churchill’s right, with directions, however, to allow 
the left regiment (Sixteenth Missouri) of my brigade to cover 
lap onto the right regiment of the Arkansas division, which wa 
then being heavily pressed by the enemy. Skirmishers from th 


‘for some distance 


~ Major Pindall to place his battalion of sharpshooters in line of battle 
on the right of the brigade, and move with it as infantry of the line. 
__. These orders were promptly obeyed, the troops moving with alacrity 
and spirit whenever called upon. My brigade‘ now occupied the 
extreme right of our line of battle, General Clark’s brigade having 
been detained on the left. Everything now being in readiness for 


upon the enemy. We had moved forward but a short distance 
when we encountered a strong line of the enemy’s skirmishers, who 
were speedily driven into their body, who opened upon us a terrific 


The engagement now became general along our whole front. My 


men continued to advance, driving the enemy before them for more — 


than a quarter of a mile, inflicting upon him serious loss. 
We had now been engaged for more than an hour, advancing all 
the while, when suddenly the right of Churchill’s division gave 


way, and in falling back became entangled with my left, throwing — 


it into some confusion. This, however, was soon remedied and the 


Arkansas division being already deployed in my front, I directed = 


action, I received and delivered the order to advance at quick time ~ 


fire of musketry, which was promptly responded to from my line. — 


* 
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men speedily rallied. At this juncture I received an order from the ~ 
brigadier-general commanding division to fall back to an open field — 


some half a mile to the rear, in order to make room for Walker’s 

division of Texas infantry, which had just arrived upon the ground. 

It seems that the enemy occupied such a position that we could only 

engage him with one division of our-forces at atime. In obedience 

to this order the brigade retired slowly in line of battle, fighting 

. the enemy as we withdrew. He did not dare to pursue more than 
: 150 yards, 

Having retired to the field indicated and rested in line of battle 
for some ten minutes, I was again ordered to move forward and 
support General Walker’s right, then fiercely engaged, General 
Clark’s brigade having in the mean time been formed on my right. 
The whole division moved forward at quick time for about half a 
mile, when my left joined the right of Walker’s division, which was 
slowly falling back, followed by the enemy. I was here directed. by 
the brigadier-general commanding division to detach two of my regi- 
ments and flank the enemy on the left. I immediately ordered the 
Sixteenth Missouri, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cumming, 
and the Eleventh Missouri, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Mur- 
ray (the two left regiments of the brigade), to change front forward. 
on the tenth company and occupy a position in front of and at rieht 
angles with the right of Walker’s division. This movement was 
promptly executed by the commanders of these two regiments, 
Here was the turning point of the battle. The enemy perceiving 


himself flanked on his left immediately ceased firing and retired - 


from the field in great disorder, After remaining on the field for 


r the battle ceased Iwas ordered about 
. to withdraw the brigade to the high ground at the eae 
plo Rees which was accordingly done, and we encamped _ 
_ 1 desire to call the attention of the brigadier-general commanding — 
to the heroic fortitude and indomitable courage exhibited by the 
men and officers under my-command. Although we had marched a* _ 
distance of nearly 50 miles in less than two days, furnished with but 

a scant supply of provisions, and almost entirely without blankets 

or other protection from the rain and dampness, the alacrity and 
cheerfulness with which they obeyed orders and responded to every 
call made upon them throughout that trying march and ‘subsequent = 
battle vindicated the high reputation they have always borne as .  ~ 

triots and soldiers. , 
__ It is difficult to conceive of ground more unfavorable on which to 

fight a battle than that in the vicinity of Jenkins’ Ferry. The bat- 

tle-field was a low swamp in the Saline River bottom, which was 

_ rendered almost impassable by the rains which had previously fallen 

‘and the bayous and lagoons which intersect it in every direction. 

It was over this marshy ground that my men marched and fought 

.for nearly six hours. Their exhaustion and fatigue at the close of 
the action can better be imagined than portrayed. 

1 beg to make favorable mention of Col. William M. Moore, com- 
manding Tenth Missouri Infantry. This gallant officer was severely 
wounded near the close of the action while at his post encouraging 
his men, and refused to quit the field until ordered by me to do so, 

Lieut. Col. Simon Harris, of the same regiment, was instantly killed 
while bravely [engaged] in the discharge of his duty. The army has 
not been called to mourn the loss of a more gallant or efficient 
officer nor the country a more disinterested patriot and citizen than 
Simon Harris. -Endeared to all who knew hi his memory is en- 
-shrined in the hearts of his comrades in arms. His loss to the 
country is irreparable. Major Magoffin efficiently commanded the 
regiment after the command devolved upon him. Lieut. Cols. P. W. 
H. Cumming and Thomas H. Murray, commanding, respectively, the 
Sixteenth and Eleventh Missouri Regiments of infantry, deserve the 
highest praise for their gallant bearing on the field and the ability 
which they displayed in handling their commands in action. Maj. 
L. A. Pindall, commanding battalion of sharpshooters, was con- 
spicuous for coolness and courage. The ability which he displayed 
in the management of hiscommand during the action marks him an 
officer of the highest merit. The battalion of sharpshooters deserve 
especial merit for the sturdy and unwavering courage displayed by 
them on the battle-field. Capt. A. A. Lesueur, commanding Mis- 
souri Light Battery, belonging to this brigade, was detached from 
my command at the beginning of the engagement, and ordered to 
report to Brigadier-General Marmaduke, commanding cavalry. He 
rendered efficient service with his battery on another portion of the 
field. I desire to return my thanks to Lieut. Samuel M. Morrison, 
acting assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, and Lieut. H. 
Buford Armistead, my aide-de-camp. The zeal and intelligenge 
which they exhibited in carrying and delivering my orders, and 
their gallant bearing in the face of the enemy, renders honorable 
mention of them but an act of justice. My entire loss in, the en- 
gagement was 10 killed and 50 wounded, a list* of which is here- 
eno rye) ~ Te 
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obedient servant, 
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Assistant Adjutant-General, Parsons’ Division. — 


No. 69. = | : ; por: 
Report of Capt. A. A. Lesueur, Missouri Battery, of engagement at 
Jenkins’ Ferry. , =: 


Camp Harris, ARK., May 7, 1864, 
I herewith report the part my battery took in the engagement of 
April 30, 1864, at Jenkins’ Ferry: On arriving, at 8 a. m., near thes 
battle-field I was ordered by a staff officer to report to General Marma- ~ 
duke, who was on the left of General Churchill’s division. General — 
Marmaduke ordered me into position in a field on the right of the — 
road. leading to Jenkins’ Ferry. Owing to the heavy rains the ~ 
ground was very miry, and it was with much difficulty that my pieces — 
were placed in battery. Assoon as my guns were in battery 1 opened — 
fire with my two 6-pounders, my howitzers being so much sunk ~ 
in the mud as to prevent their use. After firing some 15 rounds ~ 

the infantry support on my right gave way, and on my reporting 
the fact to General Marmaduke he ordered me to withdraw my bat- — 

tery and to take position on a hill some half a mile in rear of my 

then position, J remained in that position untilthe engagement was 
over, when I rejoined my brigade in camp. My loss in the engage- | 

ment was 1 man slightly wounded and 5 horses killed and disabled. 

Thave the honor to be, your obedient servant, 2 
A. A. LESUEUR, 
Capt., Comdg. Missouri Light Battery, Second Brigade. 
Lieutenant MORRISON, 
A, A. A. G., Second Brig. Missouri Infy., Parsons’ Div. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas N. Waul, C. S. Army, commanding 
brigade, Walker's division, of engagement at Jenkins’ Ferry. 


CAMDEN, ARK., May 23, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to report the action taken by the bri- 
gade under my command at the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry, on the Sa- 
line, Ark., on Saturday, April 30, 1864: We left our bivouac at 2.30 
a. m., 22 miles from the ferry, and marched at a rapid step, through 
incessant and heavy showers of rain, the roads covered with mud 
and water, until 10.30 a. m., when we reached the field of contest. . 
By order of the lieutenant-general commanding the department this 


Pe 


gade was placed in reserve and formed in lineof battle about half 
ile from the scene of an engagement then progressing between 
emy’s forces and the Missouri and Arkansas troops under com- 


commanding the brigade was immediately marched toward the 


skirmishers into a skirt of timber fronting the enemy’s position, I 
liscovered his skirmishers rapidly advancing, driving in the rear 


across a field that intervened between the timber and his breast- 
works. After a brisk fire between my skirmishers and the enemy’s 
they were driven in upon their main line, which rapidly fell back to 
cover in the timber behind logs, rails, and other temporary defenses. 
The position of the enemy, so far as I could learn from information 
obtained on the field and personal observation, was this: Their 
: alg line, concealed and protected by fallen timber and other 
hastily constructed defenses and the banks of a slough, commanded 
the only direct approach through an open field in front. They had 
also a strong force nearly at right angles with the right of their 
main line, in position under the high banks of a deep bayou that 
skirts the Jenkins’ Ferry road, directly on the edge of the field and 
commanding the left flank, and enfilading any force that might 
enter the field in front of the main line. The enemy’s left extended 
a considerable distance beyond the field, forming an obtuse angle, 
eed toward our right and commanding a large portion of the 
field. 

The brigade advanced under a continuous and destructive fire to 
the center of the field, when it was opened upon by incessant volleys 
from the force posted on their left flank, sweeping along and enfi- 
lading the right half of the brigade. At,the same time a cross-fire 
from the enemy’s left, then advancing, threatened to sore us in 
a sheet of flame. The brigade maintained its position gallantly, 
returning the enemy’s fire and effectively checking the advance of 
his left. In a few minutes the increased and rapid discharge of 
small-arms satisfied me that the other two brigades of Walker’s 
division were approaching and warmly engaging the enemy’s left, 
then the critical and dangerous eae for our forces, Forming upon 
my right in the woods we immediately prepared to charge along the 
whole line. Ina very short time, and before the command could be 
extended, Generals Seurry and Randal fell mortally wounded and 
were borne from the field. The time consumed and confusion inci- 
dent upon a change of commanders prevented the immediate execu- 
tion of the charge. My brigade still geen the center of the field 
and was advancing, when in riding from the left to the right I found 
the right falling back under orders. In obeying the order the bri- 
gade moved with deliberation and in good order, halting at the edge 
of the field, so as to command it and protect any wounded that might 
have accidentally been left, and prevent their mutilation and mur- 
der, which the barbarity of the enemy had inflicted on some who 
had been left on the field in the conflict before our arrival. 

Upon search being made, and learning that all of our wounded 
were removed, we retained our position, so as to command the field. 
The rest of the day the brigade was under the immediate supervis- 
ion and direction of the lieutenant-general commanding, who by his 
presence and exposure animated and encouraged the troops until the, 
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nd of Major-General Price. By order of the lieutenant-general — 


enemy, meeting in its advance General Price and command, who — 
had withdrawn from the field. Throwing forward a battalion of 


guard of our retiring troops, and the enemy moving in line of battle. 


o Ye “ / Y ? ‘de 
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-- When we consider the vy marching ¢ xpos 
tothe rain and mud for days preceding the fight, the r: 
__ day’s march, and the disadvantage of a recess oe that se 
“remedy, their conduct was worthy of all praise. ~~ 
The serious loss in officers and men, the fa 


- ~ bea greatone tothe serviceshould he be unable to again take the field. 
: I earnestly recommend him for promotion. Colonel Watson,.a brav 
and excellent officer, commanding the Kighteenth Regiment Texas In 
~ _ fantry, was killed while gallantly leading his men. It is with great 
: satisfaction that I acknowledge my indebtedness to Col. Washington 
L. Crawford, of Texas, on the staff of Major-General Price, who after 

' his command had been withdrawn tendered me his services. He 
proved himself a cool, daring, active, and efficient officer by promptly~ 
extending my orders and watching and penetrating the designs of 

the enemy. Surg. Edward Randall, brigade surgeon, a most skill- 

ful, attentive, and active officer, was severely wounded in the com- — 
mencement of the action. Capt. Adolph King, assistant adjutant~ — 
general, and Capt. Robert Brodnax, aide-de-camp, performed their — 
several duties with their usual zeal and ability—the highest enco- — 


mium they can receive. Indeed, the conduct of officers and men _ 

fully sustained the character their former behavior won for them, — 

with the additional advantages that experience has brought of being — 

calm, cool, and collected, the officers devoting themselves to the all- — 

important duty of holding their men in hand and subject to control. — 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
rr N. WAUL, 


Brigadier-General. ~ 


Capt. W. A. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Walker's Division. 


No. 71. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. John S. Marmaduke, C. S. Army, command- 
ing Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S DIVISION, 
In the Field, April 21, 1864, - 


CoLONEL: On the 17th instant I received information from Col, ’ 
Colton Greene, commanding brigade, on outpost, saying that a Fed- 
eral train of some 200 wagons, guarded by one regiment of cavalry, 
two regiments of negro infantry, and two pieces of artillery, had left 
Camden, taking the Washington road (old military road), presumed 
to be after forage. I immediately wrote General Fagan, requesting 


im to furnish me Cabell’s brigade, which with my troops (500 men 
Marmaduke’s brigade) marched at sunset to attack their force and — 
train. After proceeding some 2 miles I learned that the guard had _ 
been re-enforced by one regiment of cavalry, a battalion oF whe in- 
fantry, and two pieces of artillery. Deeming my force too small to’ 
succeed, I ordered the troops back to cam Sat wrote to General 
Price, stating that 200 Federal wagons, with a guard of some 2,500 
men, with five pieces of artillery, were en route on the road above 
mentioned to obtain forage, and would encamp that night some 16 
miles from Camden, and could be intercepted and destroyed by con- 
sentrating all his available force on the same road some 14 miles 
from Camden by 8 a. m. the next day. ‘The order was given. 
_ At sunrise my command (500 men and Harris’ battery of four 
small pieces of artillery under Colonel Greene, 300 men under Col- 
onel Crawford, and about 1,200 men and Hughey’s battery of four 
field pieces under Brigadier-General Cabell) marched for the point 
indicated. In nearing this place my scouts reported the enemy in 
front and returning to Camden. Finding that the enemy’s advance 
had occupied an important position on the road at Poison Spring, 
I ordered my escort to press forward and drive them from the hill, 
which was handsomely done. Crawford’s troops were promptly 
brought forward to hold the hill, while Generel Cabell was ordered 
to dismount his brigade and bring it forward, with his artillery, tothe 
position occupied by Crawford. Crawford’s troops were dismounted 
and put in position, except a battalion under Major McMurtrey, 
Scion was ordered to my extreme right to guard and watch the 
enemys movements in that direction. These dispositions were 
promptly made. At this juncture Brigadier-General Maxey arrived 
with his division (a Texas and Indian brigade, some 1,200 or 1,500 
men, with a Texas battery of four small pieces of artillery). As Gen- 
eral Maxey was my senior in rank I reported to him for orders. He 
replied that as I had ant on foot the expedition and knew the posi- 
tion of affairs I would make the disposition of the troops and the 
fight. I then suggested that his whole force be dismounted and 
placed on the left, his division forming a line nearly at a right angle 
with my line, which was perpendicular to and across the main road 
to Camden. Maxey’s division was put in position accordingly, his 
Texas brigade on his right with his battery of artillery. Major Wood 
with his battalion (about 300 men, General Price’s escort) soon came 
up. I ordered it to be dismounted and put in line on my extreme 
infantry right. Colonel Greene soon popontes his command near at 
hand. I ordered it to remain mounted about 1 mile to the rear 
while the whole force was getting into position. 
My plan of battle was for Maxey’s division to move forward (his 
extreme left moving up rapidly) to engage and turn the enemy’s 
right flank, and when this force was warmly engaged to open rapidly 
with the artillery in front, Harris’ battery, Greene’s brigade, having 
been brought up, eight pieces, and under the cover of this fire to 
charge the enemy’s line in front. As soon as Maxey’s troops were 
put in motion I ordered up Greene’s command dismounted as a close 
support for Cabell’s left or Maxey’s right. This plan of battle was 
accordingly executed. In fifteen minutes after the whole force was 
put in motion the enemy was routed, making but slight resistance 
afterward. The conduct of both officers and men was admirable. 
Without bayonets, many of them badly armed, most of them indif- 
ferently drilled, they charged in splendid style through an open field 


: cMurtrey (mounted) to hold 
to my right in case the enemy should attempt t ‘it, and 
- a reserve in case I should be repulsed. In afew moments, howe 
- I saw that there was no danger of a repulse or a flank attack, 
accordingly ordered Wood’s battalion and two pieces of artiller 
ward, all Peck troops, to complete the victory and captur 
‘enemy, now badly whipped and scattered. General Maxey, how 

fearing an attack from the rear or the lossof the train, counterm 
my orders to Wood and put his men to getting off the train ; likey 
gave me orders to withdraw and collect the troops, who, thoug 
much seattered and tired, were pursuing the enemy. Soe. 
Iam unable to give an entirely correct report of the killed an 
wounded in my command, as Brigadier-General Cabell and Colonel 
Crawford were ordered tomake their reports direct to General Maxe 
say I inclose Colonel Greene’s report. The whole Confederate loss wi. 
~  _notmuch exceed 20 killed and 60 wounded. Federal loss about 400 
negroes killed, some 60 white killed, and about 125 prisoners ;-cap- 
tured, 4 pieces of artillery and 4 caissons, and about 200 wagons (6 
mules each) and ambulances. The prompt and resolute spirit of 
Brigadier-General Cabell did much toward giving us the cheap and 
quick victory. Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, commanding Greene’s 
regiment, deserves special mention. Though painfully wounded, he — 
did not quit his regiment until the engagement was over. Major 
Ewing, Captain Price, Captain Moore, Surgeon Smith, Captain Hay- 
makeur, and Lieutenant Wright, of my staff, who were with me 
during the fight, rendered valuable services in bearing orders and 
directing the troops during the engagement. 


Very respectfully, Suptecty ot matt tice = 
es Brigadier-General, 


Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas 
(Through Brigadier-General Maxey, Prov. Army, C. §.). 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S Drtvision, \ 
May 17, 1864. 
CoLoNnEL: Marmaduke’s brigade, of my division, was alone en- 
gaged in the battle at Jenkins’ Ferry ; Shelby’s brigade was absent 
and General Fagan’s also. I inclose herewith Col. Colton Greene’s 
report. He commanded the brigade, and I take pleasure in saying 
that on that day he distinguished himself for coolness, skill, and 
courage. I desire also to return thanks to my staff, who were gen- 
erally in the thickest of the fight and wherever duty called them. I 
have already forwardél the names of those who specially distin- 
guished themselves, and who, I think, are most deserving of notice. 
and promotion. 
Very respectfully, 
J. 8. MARMADUKE, 
Major-General, 
Lieutenant-Colonel BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas, 
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ave the honor to make the 
command durin 


ton, my division, consisting of Cabell’s Arkansas Gaisy. brigade 
d Shelby’s and Greene’s (Marmaduke’s) Missouri cavalry brigades, 
numbering about 3,200 effectively armed and mounted men for duty, 
vas stationed as follows: Cabell’s brigade 16 miles west of Washing- 
nm, Shelby’s and Greene’s brigades at Camden. - 


23 miles northwest of Camden and at the junction of the Little 
Missouri with the Ouachita River. 
_ About March 25, Shelby’s brigade marched. It was ordered to 
Princeton, but there being no forage there, went some 15 miles north- 
east of Princeton (47 miles northeast of Camden), and on March 28, 
with Greene’s brigade and a section of Blocher’s battery, of Fagan’s 
brigade, under Lieutenant Zimmerman, I marched directly to Tate’s 
Bluff. The several brigades could thus co-operate against the enemy’s 
front, or Cabell’s and Greene’s against his front, while Shelby was in 
ition to march directly to and operate upon his rear. Arrived at 
‘ate’s Bluff, and finding no forage or subsistence in its vicinity, and 
ascertaining that the enemy; 9,500 strong (infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery), had reached Rockport and were marching upon Arkadel- 
hia, on March 30, Shelby’s brigade was ordered to cross the Ouachita 
Biver and move upon the enemy’s rear, Cabell’s brigade (which, in 
view of the robability of the enemy advancing direct upon Wash- 
ngton and the dearth of forage, &c., at Tate’s Bluff, had been or- 
dered to halt 15 miles southwest of that point) to cross the Little 
Missouri River by the military road and resist him in front, while 
Greene’s brigade (the middle column) would cross Little Missouri at 
Tate’s Bluff, attack his left flank, and as he advanced southward 
from Arkadelphia co-operate with Cabell, each command to make 
short and desperate attacks, retire and attack again until the enemy 
reached the Little Missouri River, when all would concentrate to 
prevent his passage of that stream. Before the several brigades 
eould cross the rivers and get into position, although harassed greatly 
by various detachments from mine and other commands attacking 
him in flank and front, the enemy had entered Arkadelphia. 
On April 1, Steele with his whole force marched out of Arkadel- 
hia, directing his march on the military road toward Washington, 
Bate on the evening of the Ist, the scouts in advance of Shelby’s 
brigade had entered Arkadelphia, capturing a dozen stragglers, 
Reeladinie one captain, and closed up to the enemy’s rear, but the 
main body of the brigade, exhausted as it was, and avoiding his 
flankers for the sake of secrecy, had not arrived. Cabell had, how- 
ever, moved up to the Antoine, 18 miles southwest of Arkadelphia, 
and his advance, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Fayth, struck 
the advance of the enemy, consisting of two regiments of cavalry, 
near Spoonville, 10 miles southwest of Arkadelphia. Here several 
sharp fights occurred, in which the enemy suffered considerable loss 
and were driven back upon the main body. Greene, on the enemy’s 


e information was received of the advance of Steele’s army from 3 
tle Rock on the military road southward, and of his arrival at 


On March 22, Cabell’s brigade was ordered to march to Tate’s Bluff, © 


- my scouts (I was then with Greene’s column) on the Ist was th 
Steele had certainly advanced as far as Spoonville on the dir 
Washington road. These facts taken into consideration, I order 
Colonel Greene to leave Lawther’s regiment, of his brigade, on t 

-enemy’s left flank, and marching that night to join Cabell at Cotting-— 
- ham’s Store, 14 miles north of Washington and 3 south of Little” 
Missouri River, on the military road. Before daylight on the morn- 
ing of the 2d, I joined General Cabell at Antoine. = =. 

At Spoonville a good road makes off from the military road by — 
way of Okolona to Elkin’s Ferry, and by roads leading from it to™ 
any of the ferries or fords on Little Missouri River. Fearing Steele ~ 
might take this road and reach and occupy_one of the fords below ~ 
the military road crossing, on the morning of April 2, after leaving ~ 
Monroe’s regiment, Fayth’s battalion, and a section of. Hughey’s : 
battery, of Cabell’s brigade, commanded by Colonel Monroe, at the — 
Antoine as a rear guard, I withdrew the balance of that brigade to © 
Cottingham’s Store, where it could either re-enforce Monroe when — 
driven back to the river or resist the occupation by the enemy of any — 
of the fords below the military road crossing. > 

No change appeared in the direction of the enemy’s march on the — 
2d. His supposed advance came up with Colonel Monroe’s rear 
guard at the Antoine and were driven back with loss, Monroe, ac- — 
cording to instructions, falling back slowly. At Wolf Creek he 
again halted and took position, The enemy came up, and this time - 
Monroe, by his excellent dispositions, the well-directed fire of the — 
small-arms of his command and of the section of Hughey’s battery, 
drove him in wild disorder back to the main body with a loss of 25 
or more in killed and wounded. At 2p. m. the march of the enemy 
was partially developed ; he had taken the road leading off by wa 
of Okolona. Simultaneously almost with this information the small 
picket which had been stationed at Elkin’s Ferry galloped up to 
inform me that the enemy had occupied that ferry with a small 
force. About 4 o’clock Greene arrived, having marched, when he 
heard the firing between Monroe and the enemy, in a northwesterl 
direction, to the assistance of Cabell (as he then thought), but find- 
ing that the enemy were in strong force, and would, in his then posi- 
tion, overpower him, retired to Cottingham’s Store. By this time 
the enemy had occupied Elkin’s Ferry with a strong force and posted 
artillery to sweep any line attempting to drive them from it, while 
their whole force was in supporting distance. 

In the meanwhile Shelby had encountered the rear guard of the . 
enemy, consisting of a brigade of infantry, regiment of cavalry, 
and battery ; had, with the gallantry and dash which ever accom- 
panies him and his brigade, charged in line of battle, mounted, 
charged and charged again until the sun went down, and driven it 
to seek safety with the main body, now encamped 12 miles from the 
scene of his first attack. Shelby then encamped. 


Placing a sufficient force at Elkin’s Ferry to hold any farther 
dvance in check until it could be re-enforced, my wearied troops 
abell’s and Greene’s) were encamped so as to be enabled to reach 
time any one of the fords liable yet to be crossed at by the main 
Federal army. 

_ April 3 was spent by the enemy in closing up to the river with his 
main force. His point of crossing was not yet ascertained, and Bur- 
ridge’s regiment, of Greene’s brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Preston, was thrown forward to make a forced reconnaissance at 
Elkin’s Ferry. Late in the day, after having driven in the advanced 
posts on the south side of the river with sharp skirmishing, the 
enemy were discovered in heavy masses; yet durimg that day his 
main body still remained on the north bank. His slow, changeful 
marches, his seeming indecision, were inexplicable until Shelby’s 
cannon were heard in his rear. On the morning of the 3d, he had 
again attacked; had scattered their rear guard, when, finding that 
they were being heavily re-enforced and closing their flanks around 
his comparatively small force, he withdrew in good order. General 
Shelby fought his brigade entirely mounted, and time and again the 
irresistible charge of his line thoroughly demoralized and completely 
routed the long and serried lines of the enemy’s infantry, causing 
them great loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, while Collins’ bat- 
tery did most effective service and almost exceeded its usual superla- 
tive excellence in the accuracy of the fire and the devoted bravery 
of the company. On the 4th (as afterward appeared), Steele com- 
menced crossing his main army. Having concentrated Greene and 
Cabell in front of the ferry, and posted the main portion of Cabell’s 
brigade as a reserve on a naturally strong position at the edge of the 
bottom, with Greene’s brigade, Colonel Greene commanding; one 
piece of Blocher’s battery, under Lieutenant Zimmerman; Monroe’s 
regiment, Col. J. C. Monroe commanding, and a section of Hughey’s 
battery, under Lieutenant Miller, of Cabell’s brigade, 1,200 in all, 
I advanced and attacked the enemy with the objects in view of finally 
determining whether he would cross his whole force here, of reliev- 
ing Shelby (whom I knew to be nearly out of ammunition), and to 
impede their crossing. The troops were rapidly formed, and the 
attack vigorously and quickly made, which resulted in our driving 
them 2 miles before they could mass their forces against me, and 
then withdrew in perfect order, with a loss of 29 killed, wounded, 
and missing, including Lieutenant Fackler, of my staff, captured, 
From their own official reports, captured afterward, I fought a 
greatly superior force and killed and wounded a considerable 
number. : , 

I cannot pay too high a tribute to the alacrity, the steadiness, and 
persistent bravery of Greene’s brigade and Monroe’s regiment, nor 
compliment Lieutenants Zimmerman and Miller’s artillery com- 
mands higher than in the enemy’s own language, who complained 
that our artillerists must have measured the ground before the bat- 
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6th. On that day I was re-enforced by Gano’s command of 400, and 
‘Colonel Lawther, after various successful skirmishes with the enemy, 
. rejoined his brigade. On the 7th, the enemy continued to advance 


- > 


e bravest. The enem 
mined. Shelby was en 
without molestation, an 


up wi v 
ion battle here. My Se (Greene’s regiment, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Campbell) skirmished sharply with them, and again on the 


slowly, skirmishing all the time with my advance, under Captain 
Porter, of Burbridge’s regiment. General Price now arrived with 
Dockery’s and Crawford’s brigades and Wood’s battalion and took — 
command. Cabell’s brigade was transferred to Fagan’s division. — 
On the 8th, the enemy again advanced, driving Captain Porter, with _ 
my outpost, to the northeast edge of the prairie. Greene’s brigade ~ 
was then relieved from outpost duty by troops of Fagan’s division. — 

General Shelby had, upon returning to the front of the enemy on 
April 4, been encamped in the prairie on the Camden road to rest 
his troops, recruit his stock, and guard that road. 

On the evening of the 9th, the enemy, having been re-enforced by 
Thayer’s division from Fort Smith, 4,000 strong (cavalry, infantry, 
and artillery), marched upon the outposts of our army, under Gen- 
eral Dockery, drove them in, and were preparing to flank General 
Shelby’s camp when General Shelby evacuated it ; and being ordered 
to keepin the enemy’s front, threw his force into line of battle across 
the Elkin’s Ferry and Washington and Camden roads, ordered Dock- 
ery to hold his lett safe, and attacked the advancing enemy. The 
picket fighting soon assumed the proportions of a battle. The enemy 
threw out lines overlapping Shelby’s line, opened upon him with 
fifteen pieces of artillery, and continued to advance. But the resist- 
ance was as dogged as their advance was overwhelming. The sec- 
tion of Collins’ battery, under the immediate command of Captain 
Collins, with an almost unexampled courage held the artillery col- 
umn of the enemy at bay, while the brigade, swept from flank to 
flank by the fierce artillery and small-arm fire, budged not until 
the order for retiring came. At nightfall the enemy had advanced 
but half a mile south of his position in the morning. That night, 
supposing Shelby had withdrawn, the foe continued to advance, 
but still the brave brigade withstood the platoon of artillery, 
and still Collins swept their ranks with shot and shell. At 11 
o'clock I withdrew Shelby to camp., The enemy. had now reached 
the point where the roads from Washington, Camden, and Lewis- 
ville join, looking northward. He wished to move to Camden, 
but he could not leave a force so near, on the Washington road, 
to attack his rear, and he was fearful to attack the fortified position 
on the southwestern edge of the prairie. Two days were spent (the 
L0th and 11th) in preparing for battle and throwing the troops into 
line. On the 12th, his whole force in line of battle, he marched upon 
the works, flanking them upon the left, to find them abandoned. 
lhe works had answered their purpose, forcing the enemy to waste 
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ne and keep his army starving in a barren country for 
days. Greene’s brigade was again in action, slarrheahing 
he enemy’s front and bringing up the rear of the army with its usual _ 
cool, steady courage. On the night of the 12th, my division en- 
camped on Prairie De Rohan, and for the first in fourteen nights — 
enjoyed an uninterrupted quiet. On the 13th, at 10 a. m., we were ~ 
again en route to attain the enemy’s front and oppose his advance on 
Camden. At 4 p.m. on the 14th, we were in his front, 14 miles from 
amden, at the junction of the Prairie D’Ane and Camp Bragg, Cam- 
den, and Washington roads, having marched 60 miles. That even- 
ing and the next day were spent in continued skirmishing. Late 
in the evening of the 15th, finding that the énemy was determined 
to reach Camden that night, and that further effusion of blood was Ss 
totally unnecessary, having sent a party under Lieut. John C. Si - 
Moore, my acting assistant adjutant-general, to Camden to destroy 
“such Government property there as would benefit the enemy, and 
leaving Colonel Lawther’s regiment with orders to contest the ene- 
-my’s advance, and after reaching Camden to move out on the Shreve- 
port wire road and watch the enemy on that approach, I crossed my 
command from the Prairie D’Ane and Washington road over to the 
Camp Brage road, and encamped them 8 miles from Camden. Col- 
-onel Lawther fought the advance of the enemy to the town in gal- 
lant style and camped as directed. That night the enemy marched 
the greater part of his force into Camden. On the following day 
Thayer entered, bringing up Steele’s rear. 

Such were the operations of my division up to the entrance of 
Steele’s army into Camden. For over three weeks no day passed 
without marching and fighting, few nights in which we pad rest, 

' During that time no complaint was ever heard; their courage was 
high and confident ; their action in battle admirable and worthy the 
highest praise. We had lost, say, 150 men killed, wounded, and 

“missing, and had killed, wounded, and captured 600 of the enemy ; 
this in rear-guard fighting. For six days we were assisted by other 
troops; during the balance of the time were opposed alone to the 
enemy, and General Steele’s army of 13,000 men had occupied fifteen 
days in marching from Arkadelphia to Camden. The enemy were 
now encamped in and around Camden. On the 16th, General Shel- 
by’s brigade was ordered to Miller’s Bluff to watch the river, &c., 
and I then had only Greene’s brigade with me, consisting of about 
500 men. On the 16th, Greene’s brigade drove in the enemy’s pick- 
ets on the Prairie D’Ane road. They were also driven in on various 
roads by portions of that brigade on the 17th. On the morning of 
the 17th, Colonel Greene’s scouts informed me that a large train (225 
wagons), with a guard of three regiments (two of infantry, one of 
cavalry, and two piecesof artillery), had started out on the Prairie 
D’Ane road from Camden. I wrote to General Fagan for assistance, 
as I had only 500 men. He sent me immediately Cabell’s and Craw- 
ford’s brigades. That night I marched out to attack the train, but 
was met by information that the wagon guard had _ been re-enforced 
by two regiments and two pieces of artillery, making their force 
now 2,500 and four pieces of artillery. With the re-enforcement of 
Cabell and Crawford my force was but 1,500, so I returned to camp. 

_ 1 was certain the train could not return until next morning. At 11 

», m. I wrote General Fagan for more assistance, as my force was 
Put 1,500 men, and requested him to send my letter to General Price 
for his approval. The plan was for Greene, Cabell, and Crawford to 


enter the road at Poison’ 
the next morning. The p 


_ With Cabell’s, Craw 


had been left to guard my extreme right, to mount and move rapidly 
to the front to pursue the enemy. They came, but were halted by 
General Maxey (who from this time assumed command) and put to 
work at the train to assist in getting off the wagons. Not knowing 
this, and still waiting for the mounted troops, I was surprised by an 
order from General Maxey to withdraw, which I did. From 400 to 
600 dead Federals were left on the field. About 100 wounded, 120 
prisoners, 4 pieces of artillery, 195 wagons, and many hundred small- 
arms were brought off and 30 wagons burned. Had I been allowed 
to pursue the enemy I cannot but think that at least 1,000 prisoners 
would have been added to the list. In fifteen minutes after the 
battle commenced the enemy were retreating, and in half an hour 
no force of the enemy was ever more completely routed than this. 

The conduct of General Maxey’s force was excellent, bearing as 
it did the earliest fire of the confident enemy. Cabell, inimitable 
almost in persona gallantry, led his command and first broke the 
enemy’s column, and assisted by Greene, who brought up his troops 
in line of battle to the assistance of General Cabell wna a heavy 
fire as steadily as on parade, crushed the enemy, who turned and 
fled in total confusion. 

On the evening of the 18th, we were again in camp. Cabell’s and 
Crawford’s brigades reported back to General Fagan, and with 
Greene’s brigade marched on the 19th to the Wire road, 12 miles from 
Camden. On the 19th, General Shelby’s brigade was detached tem- 
porarily from my command and ordered to report to General Fagan 
for detached duty. From the 20th to the 26th, inclusive, my com- 
mand was encamped, picketing to the front, and detachments from 
it having various small but successful encounters with the enemy. 
On the 26th, I was ordered to report direct to General Smith. On 
the 27th, the evacuation of Camden by Steele haying been discovered, 
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i intende beanie com nendetoy © 
of this battle has already been : 
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1 Greene (a spec 
forwarded), and retired w: 
uring this long and arduous campaign, fought, as much of it— 
under my own eye, I take pleasure in speaking of the officer-like. 
duct and the many gallant acts of bravery of my officers and men 
et ee To speak of the quick sie Se and foresight or the 
reckless bravery of Shelby, the élan and chivalrous bearing of Cabell, 

_ inspiring all who looked upon him, or the perseverance, untirin 
energy, and steady courage of Greene, would be telling a twice-tolk 
tale. The list is too long to narrate; but I say it with pride that of 
all the officers in a division not one have moet or heard of who 
shrank from the rmance of any duty assigned him. 
In conclusion, I would express my gratification generally at the 
: conduct of the whole division, and my belief that posterity will do 
them the honor they so well deserve. Special reports have already 
_ been forwarded, with recommendations for promotion of all those 
_ who speciall oe themselves, and the reports of the several 
brigades are herewith inclosed, to which you are referred for particu- 
lars. At present I cannot give my losses in killed, wounded, and 
missing, as several of the commands which were under me either 
temporarily or constantly are now absent, but think the following 
_ figures about correct : | 
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I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
J. 8S. MARMADUKE, 
Major-General. 
Lieutenant-Colonel BELTON, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Arkansas, Camden, Ark. 


No. 72. 


Reports of Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry, command- 
ing Marmaduke’s Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, April 26, 1864. 
Masor: On the morning of the 17th, while bivouacked in front of 
the enemy near the junction of the upper and middle Camden and 
Washington roads, my scouts reported that a train of twenty wagons, 


was guarded by one regiment of cavalry and two regiments of negro 


olonel Campbell, to get on i r an ac! 
after the regiment had marched my scouts again rep tl 
large train had joined the other; that it numbered 200 wagons 
infantry, with three pieces of artillery. I at once placed the regi- 
- ment in ambush and reported the facts to the brigadier-general com- 
manding, then at Woodlawn. é 


Soon after these events the guard of the train was re-enforced by 


one regiment of cavalry, one regiment and one battalion of infantry, — 


ye 


and two pieces of artillery, a detachment of which force (Sixth Kan-_ 
sas Cavalry) fell in with the head of my regiment while moving to ~ 


the place ordered. Toward dark intelligence was received from my 


scouts that the enemy had encamped near the forks of the Prairie | 
D’Aneand upper roads, and by your order Lieutenant-Colonel Camp- — 


bell was withdrawn. On the morning of the 18th instant, leaving — 


Kitchen’s regiment and a detachment of the Third to cover our 
front and flank, I marched with Greene’s regiment, commanded by 


Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell; Burbridge’s regiment, commanded — 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Preston; a small detachment of Jeffers’, — 


under Captain Cobb, and Harris’ patter, numbering in all 486 
men. I came onthe enemy in rear of Cabell’s brigade at 9.30 o’clock. 
Dismounted and placed Harris’ battery in position on the extreme 
right of our line. At 10 o’clock this battery opened on the enemy. 
The remainder of my command was held in reserve. The enemy 
heavily engaged our left and center, and at 10.45 o’clock I was 
ordered to its support. Moving rapidly for a half mile through a 
thick forest, we tore down a rail fence, formed in an open field under 
a heavy fire of musketry, and advanced steadily across it, passing 
another fence. The left and center were hotly pressed, when I ad- 
vanced at the double-quick with loud cheers, passed the line, deliv- 
ered several well-directed volleys, and charged the enemy through 
burning woods and a dense smoke. He gave way, closely pressed, 
but reformed under cover of his train. Upon this position we ad- 
vanced, firing ; charged the train, with great slaughter to the enemy, 
who abandoned his artillery on the field and again formed behind 
the huts, fences, and timber of an adjoining plantation. With cries 
of ‘‘Here’s your mule!” and cheers for Missouri, his line was again 
broken by our advancing force. Once more he rallied in the thick 
brush beyond this plantation, through the bare fields of which we 
charged and drove him in confusion, Again another stand was 
made on the crest of a steep hill, which was as quickly carried at the 
charge. No further resistance was now made to our victorious line, 
which scattered and drove the enemy in every direction, until by 
your order the pursuit was stopped. The command rallied and 
moved by the left flank across the road to cover the removal of the 
captured train, animals, artillery, and arms. Toward sunset we 
remounted, brought up the rear, and marching all night reached 
the position left in the morning at daylight. In this action three of 
my regiments were absent. 

Where all behaved so gallantly it is difficult to determine upon 
whom to bestow praise. Every man did his duty. There was no 
straggling, no plundering. For eighteen days we marched and en- 
gaged the enemy, and notwithstanding the loss of sleep for three 
nights previous to this action, the men bore themselves with cheer- 


a 
-_ Aa . 
JE NITION, 


lf . To Capt. Benjamin Hooper, of my 
great obligations for valuable services er the fiold, . 
try, as it has always been, was conspicuous. Privates Cole- 
Company H, Fourth Regiment, and inbetgty Company F, 
oh A cen who acted as orderlies, executed my commands 
| with intelligence and bravery. To the impetuosity of our advance 
is to be attributed my light loss in killed and wounded, a list* of 
| which is herewith annexed. : : a 
| = Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, . 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


e 


4. Maj. H. Ewrya, 
a Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, May 5, 1864, 


MajJor: In pursuance of yourorders, I left my position on the Wire 
road at 10a. m. on the 27th ultimo, and marched to White Hall, on 
the Ouachita River, where I was joined by Wood’s battalion. I 
effected acrossing of that river between the hours of 5 p. m. on the 
27th and 6 a. m. on the 28th, using two small boats to transport arms 
and equipments and swimming my animals. The work was slow 
and occupied the whole night. As soon as the crossing was com- 
plete I marched, by your orders, by a circuitous route in the diree- 
tion of Buck Snort, hoping to get in front of the enemy, who had 
retreated from Camden. At 5 p.m. I halted one hour ; sent Wood’s 
battalion to report to Major-General Price. Marched all night and 

__ passed around Princeton, at which place the enemy’s rear wasascer- 
| tained to be encamped. Following this line I was placed between 
the enemy and the Saline River until I struck the road from Prince- 
ton to Tulip in his rear. I pursued rapidly. In the mean time 
| Jeffers’ regiment and Wood’s battalion iad followed the enemy from 
: Princeton and werein my front. Colonel Jeffers engaged him 14 
miles from Princeton, on the Jenkins’ Ferry road, and I sent Harris’ 
battery to his SRE DOr On reaching the field I found that the Fed- 
eral rear guard had fallen back 200 yards and was then engaging 
Colonel Jeffers with artillery. He gave up this position, was pur- 
sued, and was again engaged by Colonel Jeffers 4 miles from the 
Saline River, to whose support I marched with Burbridge’s regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Preston. We skirmished until 
dark, when I withdrew, leaving a heavy line of vedettes on the 
ground. At daylight of the 30th, I was ordered forward to feel the 
enemy. Imarc ed with Burbridge’s regiment, commanded by Major 
Smith, and Greene’s regiment, commanded by Captain Don. Brown, 
leaving Wood’s battalion (mounted) in reserve and Jeffers’ regiment 
in rear for want of ammunition, and threw forward Capt. L. D. Rob- 
erts, Company I, Fourth Regiment, with 50 men. He found the 
enemy one-half mile from the position occupied the previous even- 
ing. Skirmishing at once began, and the enemy retired slowly sev- 
eral hundred yards. : 

Upon a personal reconnaissance I determined to advance my force, 

and putting Greene’s regiment on the left, covering the road and an. 


* Not found, 


reach me. The enemy was in force, but my men fought with steadi 
“ness, and advanced step by step until we gained a quarter of a mi 
on him, when at this juncture my right was hotly-pressed. Three 
companies of Greene’s regiment, however, sent to its support, held 
the enemy’s increasing force in check. We had now fought for two — 
hours, when Tappan’s brigade reached the field and moved to my 
right, forcing a part of Burbridge’s regiment to the right of that— 
- _ brigade, and a section of Lesueur’s battery went into action on the — 
right of Greene’s regiment. As these guns were exposed I advanced E: 
this regiment some distance beyond them, but only to find that the 
right had given way and that the battery was withdrawn. The posi- 
tion of the regiment was critical, for it stood entirely alone; but — 
fighting it twenty minutes or more, with severe loss, 1 withdrew it in 
-good order and reformed the commdnd. Again we advanced and 
continued in action until ordered to withdraw for want of ammuni-— 
tion, notwithstanding we had once supplied ourselves on the field — 
from the boxes of the enemy. At the close of the battle I mounted — 
and followed the enemy to the Saline River, from which Colonel — 
Jeffers drove his scattering skirmishers. 3 
I cannot speak too highly of the courage, endurance, and soldierly ~ 
bearing of my men in this engagement. Hach man did his duty. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Preston (who, though ill, came on the field and 
took command of his regiment) and Captain Don. Brown, command- 
ing regiment, and Capt. L. D. Roberts, Fourth Regiment, behaved _ 
with marked and distinguished courage; and I regret to record the 
death of Maj. Dennis Smith, of the Fourth, a brave and devoted 
officer, who fell in the hottest of the fight in front of his regiment. . 
My loss was severe in proportion to the force I had engaged. In 
Greene’s regiment there were 6 privates killed ; 7 officers, 2 sergeants, 
and 22 privates wounded. In Burbridge’s, 1 officer killed ; 2 officers, 
2 sergeants, and 8 privates wounded. ‘Total, 7 killed, 43 wounded. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. H. Ewrna, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 

In the Field, May 8, 1864. 

Mayor: The following diary exhibits the marches and actions of 
this brigade in the late campaign: March 28, brigade broke up 
winter quarters at Camden and marched 23 miles to Tate’s Bluff, at 
the mouth of the Little Missouri River; Lawther’s regiment ordered 
to Craver’s Ferry, 10 miles above, and to throw a scout forward, 
March 29, Lawther ordered to cross the Little Missouri: brigade 
remained in biyouac ; Major Bennett with three companies engaged 


I ny on upper Terre Noir bridge; was driven back; loss. 
3 men wounded, | Mack 30, brigade crossed Little Missouri at sun- on 
rise, swimming the animals; section of Blocher’s battery, Fagan’s 
_ Arkansas infantry brigade, commanded by Lieutenant Zimmerman, — 
| aecompanies the command; marched through Terre Noir bottom, 
_ on the lower Arkadelphia road ; bivouacked at McPeak’s, within 12 
miles of Arkadelphia; distance traveled, 22 miles; General Marma- 
_ duke arrives at midnight. March 31, Lawther joins Major Bennett 
with his regiment; engages the enemy 14 miles from Arkadelphia on 
_ the upper road ; skirmished one hour; drove the enemy 8 miles and 
_ bivouacked in his front; loss, 2 men wounded; Lawther fell back 
_ to the apron bridge on Terre Noir; brigade ordered by Brigadier- 
_ General Marmaduke to move over to Lawther’s position by a forced 
march; marched at 10 a. m.; crossed Wingfield’s bridge, on Terre 
Noir; sent scout to Arkadelphia ; met Lawther near the bridge; 
_ found no enemy there; distance marched, 15 miles, April 1, scouts 
report the enemy moving in force from Arkadelphia; he attacks and 
_ pursues my scouts on the Spoonville road at 12 m. ; sent Lawther to 
meet him; command put in readiness for action; enemy fell back; 
Lawther ordered to annoy the enemy’s flank; command marched at 
10 p. m.; ordered by Brigadier-General Marmaduke to join Briga- 
dier-General Cabell at Cottingham’s Store on the 2d instant at 2 
p m.; marched all night; reached vicinity of Little Missouri at 
aylight; learned that Brigadier-General Cabell was at Antoine, 
- moving forward without knowledge of the presence of Steele’s army ; 
marched up the Little Missouri in the direction of Okolona to re- 
enforce him; got near that place; found the enemy in force there 
threatening to flank me; marched toward the river; crossed it at 
Elkin’s Ford; reached the vicinity of Cottingham’s Store at 12.45 
p. m.; ordered to bivouac; distance traveled, 36 miles; Lawther 
attacks the enemy’s flank near Spoonville ; loss, 1 lieutenant and 1 
man wounded ; moved on toward Okolona; ran upon the enemy, 
who was driven into town; advanced again with artillery ; Lawther 
retired, moving toward Rome; near Rome, at 10 p. m., got into the 
Federal camp; drove in his pickets; retreated to Craver’s Ferry, 
on the Little Missouri. April 3, sent forward Lieutenant-Colonel 
Preston, commanding regiment, to reconnoiter the enemy, who is 
reported by my scouts to be at Elkin’s Ford, on the Little Mis- 
souri; fell in with him on the Prairie D’Ane road, 4 miles from 
that ford, and drove him handsomely over 2 miles; enemy in the 
mean time re-enforced, and attempting to turn his right the regi- 
ment retired to the Widow Cornelius’ farm and formed; at this 
point brought up the re tele no further demonstrations made; 
command bivouacked in li 


ine; skirmish lasted two hours; loss, 1 
sergeant wounded ; marched 12 miles. April 4, at daylight to-day 
made the following dispositions: Advanced 14 miles, threw for- 
ward Captain Cobb, commanding detachment of Jeffers’ regiment 
(about 65 men), to bring on the action, as mounted skirmishers ; 
held one company mounted; dismounted the remainder of the 
brigade; Captain Cobb engages the enemy a little after sunrise; 
deployed Lieutenant McCaleb’s battalion of dismounted cavalry as 
skirmishers in rear of Cobb; placed Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, 
commanding regiment, in the center ; held Kitchen’s regiment, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ellison, on the right, and Greene’s 
regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, on the left 
and 200 yards in rear of the line; sent one company of cavalry tq 


“the right to observe the enemy. Ca 


Des 

the enemy during these maneuvers and drove him s 

yards; enemy strengthens his lines ; Cobb moved to the 
uncovering McCaleb’s skirmishers ; sharp action follows, with loss 
to us; Lieut. Thomas Lynch, Jeffers’ regiment, in command of the — 
reserve skirmishers, fell; the line for a moment wavered, when 
‘Lieut. G. W. Scott, of Company I, Fourth Regiment, was ordered 
to its command ; he rallied the men, and advancing to the front 
’. charged as skirmishers and drove the enemy from a strong pvsition. — 

I now deployed Burbridge’s regiment as skirmishers, within tervals ‘ 
of one pace; brought up one gun of Lieutenant Zimmerman’s sec- 
tion (the other piece was disabled) ; ordered Captain Cobb to press 
the enemy’s right and heavily engage the enemy; he held his posi-. — 
tion for half an hour and then gave way, fighting as he retired; © 
drove him half a mile. Atthis time Brigadier-General Marmaduke \ 
appeared on the field with a section of Hughey’s battery and Mon- 
roe’s regiment, of Cabell’s brigade. The latter he moved to the ~ 
right. The action was recommenced with greater vigor, when the _ 
enemy again gave ground. The whole line was advanced and the — 
reserve brought up within 75 yards of the first line. The artillery ~ 
did effective service—silenced the enemy’s battery and broke its sup- 
port. He retreated to the river, leaving his dead on the field. Our 
right was advanced to within 75 yards of his line, when it gave way. : 
The field was ours. General Marmaduke then ordered thecommand - 
to withdraw 2 miles to a point naturally inaccessible; and which was — 
strengthened by hasty works of timber. 

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, his officers and men, 
was particularly distinguished in this action for coolness and gal- 
lantry. Lieut. G. W. Scott and Lieut. Jesse McCaleb, Company I, 
deserve especial notice. Lieutenant Scott’s charge with the reserve 
skirmishers was brilliantly and timely done. He cannot be too highly 
commended for bravery. Captain Cobb, of Jeffers’ regiment, was 
also distinguished for gallant and useful conduct. He handled his 
squadron with skill and courage, and is a modest and meritorious 
officer. Greene’s and Kitchen’s regiments, though not actively en- 
gaged, were constantly under fire and behaved well. Lieutenant 
Zimmerman deserves to be mentioned for the manner in which 
he served his gun and for the gallant behavior of himself and 
men. Loss, 1 lieutenant, 1 non-commissioned officer, and 4 pri- 
vates killed ; 2 officers and 21 privates wounded. Retired in rear 
of Cabell’s brigade at midnight; detached Greene’s regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, to hold the position ; 
marched until daylight to the southwestern edge of Prairie 
D’ Ane, near Fulke’s, 16 miles. 

April 5, Campbell skirmishes with the enemy in front of our works : 
holds him in check all day; loss,none. April 6, brigade takes posi- 
tion on the edge of the prairie and assists in constructing Fort 
McKay ; Campbell fights the enemy again and falls back 4 miles ; 
no pursuit. April 7, Captain Porter, Fourth Regiment, with 150 
men, relieves Campbell ; engages the enemy, who retires; Lieut. 
G. W. Scott, Company I, Fourth Regiment, with 1 man charges 10 of 
the enemy ; routed them, capturing arms and equipments. April 8, 
Porter still skirmishes with the enemy, who does not press him ; 
is relieved by Brigadier-General Cabell. April 9, no fighting to- 
day. April 10, occupy our position at the works—the extreme left: 
enemy appears on. the upper edge of the prairie; moves on my 


nishe} s engage ; sent. a section of iFinpris’ batts y to i aw 
left; enemy opened with artillery ; an artillery fight igs 


PINISNe 


ven back in return; again takes the position, which he retires 
m at night; vedettes and dentinehon serait under arms all 
ight; loss, 3 horses killed and 1 man wounded. April 11, enemy 
appears in force and offers battle; skirmish with him on the left; 
is engaged in the center by Brigadier-General Shelby; at 5 p. m. 
| all the troops retire; brigade ordered to occupy the position and 
d elay the enemy ; relieved General Shelby’s skirmishers at dark, 14 
miles in front of the works; covered the front with mounted and 
‘dismounted skirmishers; occasional shots during the night. April 
‘12, sunrise, Steele’s army appears on the prairie; skirmishing along 
_ the whole line ; the enemy is held in check until 9.30 o’clock, when 
he advances on our left in large force and cannonades heavily ; our 
forces are gradually withdrawn, and at 10.30 o’clock the-works are 
abandoned ; Captain Roberts, Company I, Fourth Regiment, brings 
up the rear ; enemy follows and attacks him, using artillery ; rear- 
ard fighting continues for several miles, when the enemy with- 
aw; encamped at sundown on Prairie De Rohan; detachment 
under Lieut. G..W. Scott attacks the enemy’s rear; no loss; dis- 
tance marched, 12 miles. April 13, marched at 10 a. m. 8 miles on 
_ the Munn’s Mill road ; ordered to the Anderson road, and halted two 
_ hours at Centreville; marched all night and reached Munn’s Mill at 
'3 a. m.; distance, 30 miles. April 14, moved at daylight in the 
- direction of Camden; got in front of the enemy, and bivouacked at 
' Gulley’s, 10 miles from Camden; flankers fell in with a small force 
which they attacked and dispersed; distance, 26 miles. April 15, 
_ ordered into position at 7 a. m. to cover the retreat of Shelby, who 
- was falling back before the advancing column; remained until 
Shelby retired ; moved off allthe brigade, except Lawther’s regiment 
and a section of Harris’ battery ; engaged the enemy at Gulley’s, 
and kept up a retreating fight for 3 miles; turned to the right and 
moved over to the Camp Bragg road, 6 miles of Camden ; Lawther’s 
regiment remained in front of Steele’s column, fighting until dark 
and passing through Camden ; loss, 4 wounded; distance, 10 miles. 
foorik 16, droye in the enemy’s pickets on Prairie D’Ane road ; 
captured 3; Lieut. Ambrose W. Hulett charges a detachment 2 miles 
of Camden, capturing 2; several escapades ae &, ordered at 4 
p. m. to move to the Prairie D’Ane road and attack Thayer’s rear, 
who was moving into Camden; marched rapidly and found the 
enemy’s rear guard 4 miles of town; pursues it in a trot, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Campbell, commanding Greene’s regiment, in front ; over- 
take the enemy at Mrs. and skirmish with them; Campbell 
moyes on, driving in the rear guard; falls upon enemy’s outpost ; 
routs it; runs it into town; captures colors and camp equipments ; 
column moved back to its first position on Camp Bragg road; loss, 1 
captain (staff officer), captured; distance, 15 miles. April 17, sev- 
eral escapades in sight of the enemy’s camp to-day; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ellison on outpost captures 3 prisoners; Lieutenants Scott, 
Company 1; Hulett, Company G, Fourth Regiment, and Lieutenant 
Smith, Company E, Jeffers’ regiment, each commanding detach- 
ment, charged the enemy south and west of Camden, inflicting 
loss; loss, 1 man wounded ; scouts report train and escort Just pass- 
ing the enemy’s vedettes on the upper road; Lieutenant-( Jolonel 
Campbell, Third Regiment, and Captain Jacobs, Fourth Regiment, 
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enemy advances his line; drives in my skirmishers; is 


‘Spring; General Marmaduke reaches camp at 5 p. m. and orders 
command to move; marched to Campbell’s position and return by 
order, reaching camp after midnight; loss, 2men wounded ; distance 
traveled, 18 miles. April 18, marched at 7a: TA and reached the 
‘enemy near Poison Spring; Liutenant-Colonel Ellison and detach- 
ment of Greene’s regiment are left to cover our old position ; brigade | 
dismounted and held in reserve; Harris’ battery takes position on 
the extreme right; enemy presses our left; brigade ordered to its — 
support; advanced at double-quick ; charges and routs the enemy ;— 
enemy-makes several stands, but is each time charged and routed — 
with slaughter; whole train captured; brigade withdraws and_ 
reaches camp at sunrise the day following ; loss, 1 officer and 1 private 
killed, 1 officer and 13 men wounded ; distance traveled, 37 miles; — 
Greene’s and Burbridge’s regiments and Cobb’s detachment alone 
engaged. April 19, moved over to the Wire road and bivouacked at 
Mrs. Walker’s, 12 miles of Camden, picketing the right and center ;_ 
distance traveled, 15 miles. April 20, 7n statu quo. April 21, enemy 
attacks my picket on Wire road ; is repulsed. April 22, all quiet. 
April 23, marched at 8 a. m. in advance to make a demonstration in 
force; deploy skirmishers this side of bridge on Two Bayous and — 
advance main force in line; drive the enemy across the bridge ; light 
skirmishing; shelled the enemy ; withdraw and occupy former posi- 
tion at 8 a. m.; distance, 20 miles. April 21, in statu quo. April 
25, enemy’s cavalry drives in my picket, which being re-enforced 
repulsed the enemy and pursue him to the bridge; loss, 1 man cap- 
tured and 1 wounded ; sent Kitchen’s regiment to Champagnolle to 
guard pontoon bridge. April 26, advanced Greene’s regiment 6 
miles. April 27, marched at 10 a. m. to White Hall, on Ouachita 
River, where Wood’s battalion reports, Sent Lawther’s regiment 
to guard prisoners captured by Brigadier-General Fagan ; crossed 
the river with Greene’s and Burbridge’s regiments, Wood’s battal- 
ion, and Harris’ battery; swam horses; up all night. April 28, 
marched all day and night; sent Wood’s battalion to report to 
Major-General Price; halted one hour within 6 miles of Princeton. 
April 29, still marching; got on enemy’s right flank ; got on his rear 
between Tulip and Princeton; Jeffers’ regiment and Wood’s bat- 
talion in my front; attack enemy’s rear on Jenkins’ Ferry road; 
sent Harris’ battery forward; again attacked the enemy, who halts 
on the Saline River; skirmish with him until dark ; distance trav- 
eled from Wire road to Saline River, 90 miles, without feed for horses 
or vations and sleep for men; occasiortal skirmishing all night; no 
loss. April 30, ordered forward with Greene’s and Burbridge’s regi- 
ments to feel the enemy ; begun skirmishing before sunrise ; drove 
the enemy 500 yards; he halts and fights hard ; is forced back half 
a mile; general engagement now begins; enemy in force; still drive 
the enemy slowly, fighting two hours without support ; infantry 
comes up ; for full account see report of May 5; loss, 6 privates killed, 

1 major killed, 9 officers, 4 sergeants, and 30 privates wounded ; biv- 
ouacked near the field. May 1, marched in direction of Arkadel- 
phia, 25 miles. May 2, marched to within 12 miles of Arkadelphia ; 
distance traveled, 13 miles; campaign ends, 
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main body, 435 miles. 


Maj. H. Ewrne, 


apitulation « Killed, 6 officers, 12 men; wounded, 14 officars 
men. Skirmishes, 16. Engagements, 3. Distance marched by — 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 7 es 
; COLTON GREENE, —_ 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


w 


Assistant Adjutant-General, 


No. 73. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, commanding 


cavalry briga 


HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S BRIGADE, 
3 Camp at Bullock's, May 3, 1864. 

CaprTain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my division at the battle of Marks’ Mills: On April 
21, I received orders to report to Brigadier-General Fagan from Gen- 
eral Price, and on April 24, I crossed the Ouachita with my division, 
having had assigned me the brigade of Colonel Crawford. The 
march on the 24th was a long and heavy one, and we encamped 
within 8 miles of the scene of the operations of the 25th, sending out 
scouting parties in every direction to find out the strength, position, 
and designs of the enemy, and also to ascertain the proximity of the 
train reported to be moving from Camden to Pine Bluff.. By day- 
light of the 25th, it was known that the enemy was in heavy force, 
with a great number of wagons, and was moving from the Moro 
Bottom, where they had encamped the night before, to the Mount 
Elba crossing on the Saline River. As soonas their outlying pickets 
and flankers were encountered General Fagan with great rapidity 
and judgment made his dispositions for the fight. He ordered my 
division to turn square off to the right from the road the Federals 
were on, and by making a rapid detour came back tothe road again 
in their immediate front, thus having them between two fires, for 
General Cabell’s division was held in’ hand by General Fagan to 
attack the enemy in the rear. 

The 10-mile gallop was heavy and wearisome, but the men kept 
well together, and 1 knew they were keen and eager for the fray. 
The road which ran directly from Marks’ Mills to Mount Elba was 
gained before even the Federal advance had passed, and I then at 
once commenced for the fight. I sent Major Elliott, of my own 
brigade, with the First Battalion Missouri Cavalry, to seize the Mount 
Elba crossing and guard it well, which was done with eminent success, 
driving off the guard, killing all their horses, and capturing many 
prisoners. 

I had advanced scarcely a mile in the direction of Marks’ Mills 
when I met the Federal advance coming rapidly in the direction of 
Mount Elba, with their wagons thundering in their rear, and General 
Cabell’s guns the grand keynote of the whole performance. _ I deter- 
mined to charge them first, last, and all the time, so I formed Colonel 
Crawford’s brigade, commanded by the gallant Wright, to the right 
of the main road and in advance, then Shanks’ regiment, then Gordon’s 
regiment, of my own brigade, holding well in hand as a reserve 


EC »r colonel, anc Il and skill 
andled. As soonas the Federal advance had been driven back upo1 
he main body I directed Captain Collins to fire two blank cartridg 
to inspirit our own soldiers fighting gallantly in the rear, and th 


h’s and Hunter’s regiment 
Col. David Shanks, as-senio. 


‘ordered my whole line to advance rapidly, which was done by an ad 
vance, under Captain Williams, at the charge. The effect was in- 


- gtantaneous. The charge was a defeat, the defeat a rout, the routa 


panic, and the panic almost destruction. The Federals madescarcely 


any stand after first being broken, and we captured great. numbers — 


of prisoners, wagons, ambulances, negroes, guns, and 2 pieces of — 


the famous Second Missouri U.S. Artillery,* which were charged and 
taken by Colonels Shanks and Gordon after a brief and bloody fight. 
My division captured over 800 prisoners, over 100 wagons, arms enough 
to arm every man with the most improved weapons, and everything 
else a routed and destroyed brigade could abandon in their frantic 
efforts to escape from the avengers of three years of wrong and 
aggression. The victory was complete, and the sober shades of even- 
ing came down upon one of the most final and crushing victories of 
the war. The men were now drawn off, the wounded cared for, the 
dead buried, and the weary and hungry soldiers rested for the night 
upon the ‘‘field of their fame, fresh and gory.” 
* Jt would be unnecessary to mention by name all who distinguished 
themselves on this day, for all did their duty well and nobly ; but I 
will say that Colonel Wright and his officers and men fought well 
and gallantly, and by their side came the officers and men of my own | 
brigade, and especially Captain Williams, of my advance, who at all 
times and under all circumstances is a brave, skillful, dashing, suc- 
cessful, and competent officer. From the battle until ordered to 
report again to General Marmaduke my division marched whenever 
and wherever ordered by General Fagan. ; 

Hoping this report may prove satisfactory, I am, captain, very 


truly, yours, 
JO. O. SHELBY, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Division. 
Capt. Wyatr C. THomaAs, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fagan’s Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SHEIBY’S BRIGADE, 
Camp Bullock, May 3, 1864. 

Masor: I have the honor to send you the following report of my 
operations against the enemy since leaving Camden, Ark., up to the 
time when ordered to report to Brigadier-General Fagan: March 23, 
1864, I received General Marmaduke’s orders to move in the direction 
of Little Rock, and that night camped 16 miles north of Camden. 
Upon arriving at Princeton, and finding no subsistence there for 
either men or horses, I continued Colonel Gordon in command of 
that post, with his regiment picketing and patrolling the whole front 
and left of the town, while with the remainder of my brigade I took 
post on the Saline River, near Jenkins’ Ferry, and watched the river 
for 50 miles. Here learning from my scouts that General Steele was 
advancing in heavy force in the diréction of Arkadelphia, I imme- 


* Battery a 


rees and close up with 

ys, and on the 30th I had an inter- 
view with Ge Marmaduke at Tate’s Bluff, where I received 

orders to attack the enemy in the rear, The balance of the day and 
si night was spent in paced Hoes for the march, and at daylight of ~~ 

_ April 1,1 started and crossed the Ouachita River about dark, fording 
_ the horses and ferrying over my artillery and wagons at the Montroy 
Ferry, then marching all night to get within striking distance of the 
_ Federals by the morrow. Before crossing the river, however, I sent 

_ a scouting party to Arkadelphia to ascertain if all was clear behind 
_ me, and they, under command of Private Daniel Ingram, dashed 
_ into the town and captured 1 captain and 12 men, numbering them- 

selves only 8. 2 aod 
4 On the morning of the 2d, I struck the main Arkadelphia and 

_ Washington road and found the trail broad and the scent hot and 
breast-high. The pursuit was rapid and resolved. About 11 o’clock 
their rear was gained, consisting of one brigade of infantry and one 
regiment of cavalry, with two pieces of artillery. Captain Thorp, 
- commanding my advance of 100 picked men, charged desperately 
- 


n © ollectsmy scattered forces eee ee 
required two 


_ down the road upon the infantry, and the men fired their revolvers 
with deadly effect at point-blank range. I supported Thorp with my 
entire force in battle line on each side of the road, and nteactly drove 
' them before me. The Federals were perfectly drilled and fought 
- well, and retired at first in splendid order. I had with me only two 
pieces of my battery, under Captain Collins, and they were advanced 
as flying artillery either at the trot or gallop. There were many dis- 
advantages and obstacles to be overcome, not the least of which was 
the wind, being directly in my front, and the enemy firing the dry 
woods in every direction, thus causing my lines frequently to en- 
counter and pass through almost intolerable heat and dust. The pine 
suit was pressed hard. From one position they retired to another, 
and sometimes I had to resort to my artillery to dislodge them, 
The men seemed eager as bloodhounds, and never halted or retired 
under the hottest fire. In the first charge the gallant Thorp was 
shot down, and Lieutenant Trigg, of General Marmaduke’s escort, 
mortally wounded. I immediately ordered Capt. D. A. Williams, 
of Smith’s regiment, to take command of the advance, which he did 
with proud and chivalrous daring. Until dark the fight was kept 
up, and just as the action closed Colonel Gordon and Major Elliott, 
with their commands, made a desperate and daring charge upon the 
enemy’s whole line, now re-enforced by another brigade of infantry 
and two more pieces of artillery, and drove them from it with severe 
loss and the capture of many prisoners. Without a mouthful to eat 
for men or horses I bivouacked upon the field, determined to push 
them again on the morrow and harass them in every ems, man- 
ner. Carefully posting my pickets and ascertaining their position, 

I waited for davtiohs: 
On the morning of the 3d, their vedettes were encountered about 
a mile north of Okolona, which were soon driven in, and I found 
the entire army lying quietly in camp, with their same rear guard, 
now heavily covered by cavalry, about 2 milesfrom the town, This 
I at once attacked and fought three hours, inflicting on him severe 
loss. While engaged a terrible hail-storm came up from the north- 
east and spread its dark wings over the sky. The scene was rugged 
andsublime. Amid the jar of the thunder, the flash of the lightning, 
and the moaning and sighing of the pines as the pitiless hail-stones 


os 


tattle of uske ry, and e on 
‘of bugles nd the ring of 


there came the wild blare« th 0 
_yalley below, where the enemy were fighting. Twi 


‘they advanced in force, but were driven back each time. I drew off 


= men and horses and camped for the night. Long before morning 


my ever-trusty and faithful scouts brought me intelligence that Gen- 3 
eral Carr had marched with a brigade of cavalry to my rear, and — 


another brigade of infantry was on my left flank waiting until I 
attacked again, when they would close in upon me with deadly effect. 
My ammunition was now nearly exhausted, the men and horses 


completely worn out, and I determined to cross the Little Missouri 


_ River, supply myself with ordnance stores, and await further orders. 
So, on the 4th, I got over the river safely and took position on Prairie 
D’ Ane near the Camden and Washington road and the Elkin’s Ferry 
and Camden road, ready at all times to operate upon either, as the 
case might require. April 5, 6, 7, and 8, was spent in desultory skir- 
mishing, with now and then an alarm, in which I formed my com- 
mand in battle line; but on the evening of the 9th, sharp, rapid, and 
heavy firing on the Elkin’s Ferry and Camden road warned me that 
an adyance in force was being made upon our position, covered by 
Colonel Dockery’s brigade. I turned out my command immediately 
and took position in rear of Colonel Dockery, covering the direct 


road to ourintrenched position. The mélée of the battle approached . 


rapidly. Colonel Dockery was driven back, and I ordered him to 
take position on my extreme left, which he had scarcely done when 
I opened fire upon the enemy’s cloud of skirmishers. Captain Col- 
lins had but two guns to fight the grand advance of Steele’s army, 
and as battery after battery rushed up from the rear and opened 
upon him he never changed his position, but held his men to their 
hot and desperate work with calm and daring courage. The artil- 
lery duel was terrible and magnificent. The broad prairie stretched 
away smoothly as a sea of glass. The long lines of cavalry on either 
side of the guns, and over all the bursting bombs and the white 
powder clouds, came fast and furious. For three hours the fight 
went on. Collins fought their eighteen guns, and his supports never 
wavered for a moment, though exposed to a concentrated fire of 
artillery rarely ever endured by cavalry. At dark General Mar- 
maduke ordered me to retire, which was done in perfect order. After 
falling back a mile I found the enemy advancing stubbornly upon 
me, and I knew that if he was not checked at once he would com- 
mand our fortified position with his artillery before daylight. I 
ordered Collins once more in position on the naked prairie and de- 
ployed about 400 men as skirmishers along their entire front, and a 
real night battle began. For three hours more the fight went on, 
the whole heavens lit up with bursting bombs and the falling flames 
of muskets. Their advance was checked for the night, and at 12 p. 
m. I drew off, after eight hours of severe fighting. The next day I 
covered the withdrawal of our army, skirmishing with the enemy 
the whole time, and the next night I camped at Prairie De Rohan, 
12 miles from the field of battle. On the 15th, I was ordered by Gen- 
eral Marmaduke to get in front of the enemy, then advancing upon 
Camden, which, after a long and heavy march, was done, and I took 
position in advance of General Marmaduke’s brigade, at Poison 


. Twice during the day — 
[felt their entire line and found it nearly 2 miles long; and twice — 


~ at 2 o’clock and retired to the little village of Antoine, where I fed — 


‘orce, and a fight of two hours ensued, when I w: 
etire, and I turned off to the right of the road and wen 
p near Woodlawn. On the 19th, I received orders to mare 
ille oe eras, which was done, and while there 
ed orders from General Price to report temporarily to Gen- 
my entire active operations, both in front and rear of the — 
my, I have to thank my officers and men for courage, devotion, 
lurance, and stern and dashing Sees Colonels Shanks, Smith, — 
and Gordon behaved, as usual, with undeviating courage. Captain 
Thorp is a brave and dashing officer and deserves promotion. Cap- 
tain W illiams, modest and retiring, is a lion in battle and a lamb 
- in the quietude of the camp-fire. Captains Franklin and Adams, of 
Shanks’ regiment, in the first pee the rear charged see the Fed- 


eral infantry closely enough to have their horses wounded by bayo- 
nets. Maj. Benjamin Elliott, chases McDaniel, Schnabel, Lieuten- 
ants Tucker, Yood, Adjutant Wood, and Captain Walton, of the 
_ battalion, are towers of strength in danger’s dark and trying hour, 
-Itis useless to particularize when all did so well. There is not an 
officer or man in my brigade that I noticed who did not do his duty. 
Collins is a perfect hero, and his ery was splendid. Accom- 
_ panying this please find a report of the killed and wounded. 
_ Hoping this may prove satisfactory, I will close by stating that 
since General Marmaduke ordered my brigade to attack General 
_ Steele at Arkadelphia, we have killed, wounded, and captured more 
_ Federals than my brigade numbers, likewise 2 rifled James guns, 4 
stand of regimental colors, and 125 wagons, besides rearming my 
brigade at the cost of the enemy. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; JO. 0. SHELBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 
Major Henry Ewina, 

, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Marmaduke’s Division. 


ADDENDA. 


Return of Casualties in Shelby's brigade in the late engagements with the enemy 
(Marks’ Mills not included). 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties. ] 
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_' Hgapquarrers Exniort’s BATTaLIon, 
: Camp Bullock, Ark., May 8, 1864. 


~ On April 28, I was ordered to take my battalion to or in the direc 
tion of Princeton and ascertain whether General Steele’s whole force — 
had left Camden. I sent Lieutenant Tucker with a scout on the ~ 
— main Princeton and Jenkins’ Ferry road. I also sent Lieutenant — 
- Walker to the left of Princeton, with orders to report as soon as he — 
could ascertain their force. I sent other scouts on the different roads 
leading from Tulip to Princeton. I arrived at Tulip with the rest of © 
my command at 11.30 a. m.; halted my command to await reports 
from the different scouts. I had to wait but a short time, when I — 
_ received a dispatch from Lieutenant Tucker that he had come m — 
contact with the enemy and was fighting them. Isent him the re- — 
mainder of his company, immediately ordering him to hold them in 
check, if possible, until I could ascertain what force it was; but over- 
owered by numbers, he was compelled to fall back. I then sent 
aptain Walton, and soon after Captain Schnabel; also Lieutenant 
Walker with a portion of Captain Holt’s company, who held them _ 
in check until dark. I received word from Lieutenant Walker’s — 
scout that General Steele’s whole force was on the march. I imme- 
diately took up the line of march, which was continued, and the 
next day until 4 p. m., when we arrived at Pratt’s Ferry, the place 
where I was ordered to report. No person at the ferry could give 
me any information as to where General Fagan was. My men and 
horses were tired down, having been on a continued march for 
thirty-six hours without sleep or anything to eat. No forage or sub- 
sistence could be had at the river, and my only chance was to cross, 
which I did, finding plenty of forage and subsistence. 
On Saturday morning (the 30th) a force of 2,000 Federals came to 
Whitmore’s Mill, which was 4 miles from my camp. They sent out 
a scout of 150 men and drove in our pickets. I ordered two compa- 
nies immediately, who repulsed the scout. The whole force at the 
mill seemed to have taken fright. Thinking General Fagan’s whole 
cavalry force was after them, they commenced setting fire to their 
train and burned 200 wagons in one place, destroying a great amount 
of camp and garrison equipage. Ordnance and ordnance stores were 
strewn for miles on the road, a great deal of which might be easily 
taken care of. Hundreds of blankets, oil-cloths, and overcoats were 
piledand burned. On Sunday (May 1) I sent out a scouton the differ- 
ent roads leading from the Benton and Pratt’s Ferry road to the Little 
Rock and Jenkins’ Ferry road, driving in their pickets at ever 
point. I also sent Captain Greenwood’s company to make an attack 
on their foraging parties that might be started for Little Rock. He 
routed them in great confusion. I followed the next morning in 
their rear. They continued burning their wagons so far as I followed 
them, which was in 20 miles of the Rock. JI counted 65 mules and 
10 wagons burned in the first 8 miles we passed over, and I think there 
was equally as many the balance of the way. We there turned to 
the left and went to Benton, and from there back to Pratt’s Ferry 
where we received orders to join our brigade. : 


ive bmutent ggest ce pee be sent to thal sie = 
aline to see to the property, as there are wagons there which — 
can be repaired easily, oot iron, shot, shell, lead, ee any Ne = 
of mules and harness which has been picked up by the citizens. —~ 
ae B. ELLIOTT, os 
. Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Battalion. 
Captain McArTHUR, a 

; oe Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[a : No. 75. 


_ Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel B. Maxey, C. S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry Division, of engagement at Poison Spring. 


> HEADQUARTERS Maxety’s CAVALRY DIvIsION, 
$ Camp on Middle Camden Road, Ark., April 23, 1864. 


CoLONEL : I respectfully submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the troops I had the honor to command in the battle of 
Poison Spring on the 18th instant: Early on the morning of that 
_ day I was officially advised that a heavy train of forage wagons of 
_ the enemy was out on the old military road between Camden and 
Washington, supported by a considerable force of artillery, cavalry, * 
and infantry. 1 was directed by the major-general commanding to 
ete with my division without delay from my bivouac near 

oodlawn to Lee’s farm, on the Camden and Washington road, 
about 10 miles from Camden, at which point I would find other 
troops, and as senior officer to take command on my arrival. I put 
my division in motion and arrived at the point designated about 9 
a,m., and found Brigadier-General Marmaduke with his cavalry - 
command there and Brigadier-General Cabell with his getting in. 
General Marmaduke at once tendered the command tome. From 
him I learned the dispositions of the enemy, his probable strength, 
and the estimated size of the train. The disposition of our forces 
was soon made: Marmaduke’s division on the right, Cabell’s in the 
center, and Maxey’s division (brought by me from the Indian Terri- 
tory), composed of Gano’s Texas brigade, under Col. Charles De 
Morse ; alker’s Choctaw brigade, commanded by Col. Tandy 
Walker; Krumbhaar’s battery, commanded by Capt. W. B. Krumb- 
haar, attached to Gano’s brigade, on the left. Hughey’s battery, 
attached to Cabell’s command, was placed on Cabell’s line on an 
elevation on the left of the road ; Krumbhaar’s battery in the center 
of Maxey’s division. : ; 

The enemy occupied a position on favorable high ground in our 
front, with a portion of it extending down the slope toward the 
open ground south. The train was closed up on the road in rear of 
the enemy’s line. Our line being formed, the plan was to move 
Maxey’s division forward, the right of it passing sufficiently to the 
left of the old field south of the road to be concealed, the left to be 
moved forward so as to bring that division fronting the enemy, 
and to bring on the fight with that division, and to throw Cabell’s 
division forward through the field into the fight so soon as Maxey’s 
division became well engaged, and to move the forces on the right 
well forward, covering the road. 4a 

In compliance with this general plan, Maxey’s division was at once 


Hughey’s battery was set to work to attrac jor 
movement. The division was delayed half an hour long 
engagement than I anticipated, owing to the nature of the 

Speguliory firing had been going on for some time, followed by ver) 
~ heavy firing, and learning that the enemy was pressing hard upon 
- Gano’s brigade, right of Maxey’s division, I threw Greene’s brigade 
of Missourians, of Marmaduke’s command, to its relief. This bri- 

-gade went gallantly and with a will to its work. It arrived on the 


= right of Gano’s brigade just as the engagement on that part of the ~ 
line became heavy and general, a part of the enemy’s line having ~ 


fallen back. Hot work was going on all along the line from the 
right of Greene’s to the left of the Choctaw brigade, the extreme 
left of the line. One continued shout was heard, and an unfalter- 
ing advance of all that part of the line. Cabell’s division was 


immediately ordered forward, going in splendidly, charging in 


double-quick over the open field into the fight. The fight was now 
general all along the line, our men pressing forward and the enemy 
giving back everywhere. Not a false step had been made; not a 
position attacked but was taken. The road was gained and the 
coveted train in our possession. Step by step the enemy had with- 
drawn his artillery, but his forces, being routed, abandoned it, and 
his. battery of four pieces fell into our possession. Our troops, 
exultant with victory, pressed forward for more than 2 miles, when 
they were recalled by me to complete the task we came to perform. 


The brigades were reformed, details rapidly made, and the train put 


in motion on the road to Woodlawn, where the last of it arrived in 
safety, together with the battery, about midnight. 

The battle of Poison Spring was fought about 10 miles from 
Camden, Our force was between Camden and the enemy. Of the 
force in front I had no fears. The force in rear at Camden was 
‘known to be greatly superior to us in numbers, and could at any 
time after they were notified by the artillery have moved on our 
rear. 

To secure the train I moved Cabell up the road toward Camden, 
left Marmaduke in rear, moved Maxey’s division in front of the 
train, and requested Fagan, who was on the middle Camden road, to 
hold that position, and re-enforced him with Gano’s brigade, of Max- 
ey’s division. This made the road over which the captured property 
passed as safe as it could be with the force in hand. About thirty 
wagons, without teams and some broken, were burned on the field ; 
about 170, with teams and everything complete, were saved ; the 
artillery also. The enemy’s force was about 2,500. At no time did 
we have that many engaged. His loss in killed and wounded will 
reach 650. The proportion of killed was variously estimated at from 
300 to 500. I know they were thick. 

In making a report where my knowledge of the troops with whom 
I have been associated but a very short time (except my own divis- 
ion) is necessarily imperfect, I fear to do injustice unintentionally, 
the more so that in this report I have not the benefit of General 
Marmaduke’s report of his division. I can only say, so far as my 
observation extended every officer and man did his whole duty. The 
plan of battle was in every particular carried out. Hughey’s battery 
by its timely and splendid work drew attention from Maxey’s divis- 
ion, and in turn that and Greene’s brigade, with the unerring fire 


Se as SS 


line carryin 
destruction before it. To the indomitable ener 


sable, and the subsequent working of his battery, much of the 
success of ees ie division. is due. I beg leave to call special at- 
fention to the Choctaw brigade. These people came of their own 
_ yolition. No law or treaty compelled them to do so, They were — 
placed on the extreme left of the attacking division. Nobly, gal- 
| lantly, gloriously they did their duty. They fought the very army - 
~ (Thayer’s, from Fort Smith) that had destroyed their once happy 
homes, insulted their women, and driven them with their children 
destitute upon the-world, and many an avenging blow was struck ; 
many yet will be. The troops from Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas 
vied with each other in honorable emulation. To Major Wood, 
commanding Missouri battalion, and to his battalion I am much in- 
_ debted for valuable assistance in saving the train, and to others who 
_ lent a cheerful, helping hand whose names I do not know. The 
? various members of my own staff were of great service. Col. E. E. 
Portlock, Capt. C. W. Ballance, Lieut. James Patteson, and A. C. 
’ Eliason, acting aide-de-camp of my staff, were left with my division 
_ to aid its movements in the execution of the plan of battle, and ren- 
_ dered valuable and important service to the Choctaw brigade, with 
_ which they acted in executing the difficult task of moving a line 
- into action over rough ground and through dense undergrowth, and 
_ bringing it out at the right time and in the right place by partial 
_ change of front. Capt. Tom P. Ochiltree, my assistant adjutant- 
' general, and Capt. W. H. Lewis, chief ordnance officer, were of 
’ great service with me, gallantly carrying orders all over the field. 
My aide-de-camp, Lieut. R. C. Andrews, had been sent by me to the 
rear to communicate with General Fagan and lost part of the fight. 
Lieut. S. R. Mebane had also been detached on important duty. 
Being short of staff officers a portion of the time, Lieut. W. Harris, 
of my escort, assisted. He and Lieatenant Barfield and the escort 
were of great service, carrying orders wherever needed. For the 
action of officers and men of particular commands I call attention to 
Epos filed. 

n closing this rough and hastily drawn report, written with all 
the inconveniences of picket duty around, I take great pleasure in 
acknowledging myself very greatly the debtor of Brigadier-General 
Marmaduke. I found him on the ground with an intelligent under- 
standing of the enemy’s strength and position. In the formation of 
the line of battle, in its plan and conduct, I consulted with him freely 
and with great advantage. At my request he passed from the right 
down to the left of the entire line, cheering and encouraging by his 
presence and bright example. General Cabell managed his brigade 
with great skill, carrying it most successfully through a very exposed 
position into the fight. The brigade commanders of Maxey’s divis- 
ion—Col. Charles De Morse, Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry, and Col. 
Tandy Walker, First Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment—for their 
skill, gallantry, and daring in conducting their commands into the 
fight successfully through such difficulties, and those who assisted, 
deserve great credit. The. Texas brigade did its whole duty glori- 
ously, fighting as Texans know how to fight. Of the Choctaw bri- 
gade I have already spoken. 


in Krumbhaar in carrying his battery over ground almost =e 


and the force that fought us demoralized ; but above all, the 
effect on ourmen, = = Seen ae ee 
‘In making this report I omitted to say in the proper te that t] 
_ troops were fought dismounted, only a sufficiency being left mounte 
~ to cover the flank and act as a guard on the Camden road in rea 
_. Trespectfully refer to the accompanying reports filed. It should 
-_ borne in mind that all these nominal divisions were small ; were d 
mounted for action, and one-fourth consumed in holding horses. 1 
believe that ue more ee 1,800 were onrneee ae cer . 
; ave the honor to be, very respectiu our obedient servan 
= peer eee OR MAXEY, 
' : Brigadier- General. 


Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of Ark.,in Camp. 


8. B. M. 
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To this should be added the losses from other commands not 
reported, but which will not swell the list exceeding 30. 
Ss. B. MAXEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


ADDENDA. 


GENERAL ee Hpagrs. Dist. or INDIAN TERRITORY, 
No, 38. Fort Towson, C. N., May 9, 1864. 

The brigadier-general commanding takes this earliest occasion 
upon his return to the district to announce his unqualified approval 
of the conduct of the division he had the honor to command in the 
recent campaign in Arkansas. A campaign more stupendous in pro- 
portions than any ever heretofore inaugurated by the enemy in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department opened last month. The design was 
no less than to hold, oceupy, ut possess the whole of the Red River 
Valley, with its untold resources. An immense column moved 
through Louisiana, another through Arkansas. Everywhere the 


me “every W. ere our arms were victorious. The 
1 has been shivered like a crushed vase. The troops from — 
irict were ordered to return, for the reasons set forth in the _ 


_ While the enemy’s columns are seeking safety in flight let us not lie 
supinely and spend our time in idle rejoicings. We have now work 
in our own territory todo. lLetus buckle on our armor and be ready 
at all times and at ay moment to move in full force, day or night, 
ready and willing and fully able to drive every foe from ih country 
itis our special Hs to defend and protect. Hardships we have 
already endured. e can do so again. If we cannot go as well 
prepared as we would like, let us go uncomplainingly with what we 
‘have. I call upon all to come up to the work. Such assistance as 
_commissaries and quartermasters need citizens should cheerfully 
“give. I publish for the information of all concerned the following 
order and letter of General E. Kirby Smith, commanding this de- 
partment. Let us not lose his good opinion. Let all Indian troops 
emulate the glorious example of the Choctaw brigade. 
¥ S. B. MAXEY, 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 


Camden, April 28, 1864. 
_ Brig. Gen. 8. B. Maxey, ’ , 
Commanding District of Indian Territory : 

GENERAL : I am directed by the general commanding to say that 
he relieves you and your command from duty with this army, be- 
cause of the imperative necessity which calls you and them to the 
defense of the Indian Territory. He desires you to express to the 
Choctaw brigade his admiration of their courage and devotion te our 
cause in coming voluntarily out of their own country to the assist- 
ance of Major-General Price. These qualities this brigade has ex- 
hibited in a high degree. Its steady gallantry under the severe 
cannonade at Prairie D’Ane and dashing charge in the battle of 
Poison Spring entitles the brigade to the gratitude of the Govern- 
ment. Its achievements in this campaign will adorn the brightest 
pages in the national history of the Choctaws. He can now more 
confidently than ever rely upon your ability and the brave troops 
under your command to repel any threatened invasion of your 
eT the h to I ] bedient servant 

d onor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
eae et zs GEO. WILLIAMSON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF ARKANSAS, 
No. 1. Camden, Ark., April 28, 1864, 
x * * * * * * 

Il. Brig. Gen. S. B. Maxey, with Walker's Choctaw and Gano’s 
brigades, is relieved from duty in the Army of Arkansas and will re- 
turn without delay to the Indian, Territory. Che commanding gen- 
eral expresses his high approbation of the gallantry of Brig. Gen, 


panying letter from the general commanding, Your action 
glorious. You have made yourselves a name in history. 


No. 76. 


~ Report of Col. Charles De Morse, Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry, cor 
manding Gano’s brigade, of engagement at Poison Spring. 


Hpgrs. TEXAS BRIGADE, Maxety’s DIvIsIon, = 
Picket Camp, April 21, 1864. - 


CapTain: I have to report that at 7 a. m. on Monday, the 18th in- 
stant, I moved the brigade, in obedience to order and in conjunctio: 
with the Choctaw brigade, to a position near the Poison Spring, con- 
tiguous to Lee’s farm, on the upper road from Washington to Cam- 
den, and was there ordered to form on the left of Cabell’s command 
just then beginning to form, dismount the men, and leaving horse 

olders and horses in the rear, to move forward on an elevation in 
front overlooking an old field. Detaching Captain Damron, of the 
Thirty-first, with 25 men, to scout a road leading from our left to our 
rear, [ moved forward and halted, and soon had 1 man wounded by 
a minie-ball from the enemy, who were firing upon us. Keeping the 
men in line kneeling, I went around the left of the field immediately 
before us to seek a position for Krumbhaar’s battery of light howit- 
zers, attached to the brigade, but found none. I then received an 
order from General Maxey to move to the left of the field, leaving 
space enough between my command and the fence for Cabell’s men 
to file between me and it. J moved as directed, and atthe southwest 
corner of the fence around the field, upon the north of which the 
main road ran, I reformed the line in order and proceeded to move 
around parallel to the road upon which the enemy were formed and 
attack them in flank, in accordance with General Maxey’s plan of 
operation. My extreme left was Krumbhaar’s battery, upon which 
the Choctaw brigade was formed, to move concurrently with mine. 
Upon the left of the Choctaws were two companies of the Thirty- 
first Texas, of my brigade, mounted. In making this forward move- 
ment I found great difficulty in preserving alignment and connection. 
The ground was very irregular and brushy, and at one time Captain 
Krumbhaar sent me word that he could not move the battery any 
farther. He had no axes with him, but causing men to bend to 
the ground and hold saplings of considerable size he finally got for- 
ward. The irregularity of the ground was such that at one time 
after crossing a ridge and turning round to my men, I found them 
marching involuntarily by the left flank. Reforming them and 
throwing forward skirmishers, I received notice before advancin 
far that a body of the enemy’s cavalry was moving across the fiel 
near by. Moved rapidly onward and ordered Major Carroll, com- 
manding the Twenty-ninth Texas Cavalry, to engage the enemy as 
soon as practicable. Getting up to the fence, which was attained by 
passing up a steep ascent, his skirmishers emptied their ouns at the 
small body of cavalry in the field, setting some of the horses rider- 


orse I passed into a narrow field front- 
3 the n - line of fence around which my brigade w 
I passed over it to the skirmishers inside the line of fence 
the enemy. I should state here that, although I had a gen- | 
eee where the main body of the enemy must be, ie S 
i been able to see any of them, the small body of cavalry first fired _ 
being a flank guard. eee 
_ Ordering the skirmishers to take trees and advance through the 
hollow, I went back to the rear fence; ordered the battery into posi- 
tion on. the crest of the field, which was a hill-top of te = eleva- 
_ tion in the center ; and ordering the entire line forward, it crossed 
the front fence, passed the hollow, and pushing up the ascent oppo- 
_ site, found itself in presence of the enemy and on hisright flank, and 
_ opened a rapid fire ppey him at a distance of 100 yards, which was 
romptly responded to. Prior to this Cabell’s battery, in front of 
he enemy, had been directing a fire upon him, atiswered by his four 
- guns. hen my men opened the rattle of musketry became in- 
_-stantly very heavy. The enemy returned a fire which dct for some 
_ advantages of our position must have been very destructive. My 
field and staff officers were fortunately all dismounted. A horse in 
rear of the line could not have escaped five minutes. My men went 
- in with spirit, shouting and fighting undauntedly; but in a little 
_ time it became evident that we were outnumbered and that the fire 
upon us was heavier than we could bear, and under it a portion of 
my center and left fell back into the hollow, and some few into the 
- field back of us, over which we had passed. I was in person on the 
left, and with the assistance of Captain Bell, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, halted these and rallied them, and just then Captain Krumb- 
haar, whose order from me had been to fire whenever he could see 
anything to fire at, concluding that it was a good time for his inter- 
' position, opened with his howitzers, and calculating correctly the 
range, dropped his shells most effectively in the very midst of the 
enemy and near their artillery. The effect was immediately discern- 
ible. Our men above gave a loud shout. I advanced the men from 
the hollow, who went up with a will. The enemy commenced fall- 
ing back. 

Greene’s brigade, of Marmaduke’s command, coming in upon my 
right, lent co-operation in the very moment when most effective, 
and from that Pca our movement was onward, and the enemy 
soon in complete rout. The enemy’s artillery falling back, and 
supported .by successive stands made by their infantry upon each 
succeeding ridge, after taking off to the right of the road was cap- 
tured by a mixed body of the advancing troops from my command 
and from the front. 

The enemy’s train of 200 wagons, laden with corn, bacon, stolen 
bed-quilts, women’s and children’s clothing, hogs, geese, and all the 
et ceteras of unscrupulous plunder, was found standing in the road, 
having only a few defenders remaining when my men got to it. These 
few were soon killed or scattered. In one of the wagons was a stand 
of colors, afterward removed by some one. From this forward my 
men, who were the first up to the train, pursued a half mile farther 
up the road and were then ordered to form a new line. The Choc- 
taws, who, from their position flanking nearly to the enemy’s rear, 
were better enabled to pursue them advantageously, continued 
keenly on their track and did splendid service, which it is not my 
province to detail. My men were much fatigued before getting to 
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 Krumbhaar’s battery......0.....00ceccee erence ees eee Se Sa, See 
29th Texas Cavalry, under Maj. J. A. Carroll ape 
30th Texas Cavalry, under Lieut. Col. N. W. Battle... 


81st Texas Cavalry, under Maj. M. Lowseai 2 ee 
Captain Welch’s unattached company, Lieutenant Gano............. ree 44 
Beesrotal nS ee ns a ee 655 


tain Head’s unattached company. A portion of each of the com- — 
mands still in the Indian country. One-fourth of those in the field” — 
were holding horses and 27 acting as infirmary corps. Without an 
exception that I know of every officer in my brigade acted gallantly 
and nearly every man. I exhorted them to coolness and deliberate 
aim before advancing, and the testimony of their immediate com- 
~manders is, that they had never before seen such shooting in action, — 

the men firing as though hunting squirrels. Major Carroll, as usual, — 
exerted himself to do the full duties of a commander. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Battle was forward in the advance. Major Looscan was 
prompt, active, and gallant. Captain Krumbhaar entirely cool, 
quick, and importantly useful. Captain Welch’s unattached com- 

any, their captain being absent, was temporarily under control of 

ieutenant-Colonel Battle. To Capt. M. L. Bell and Lieut. 8. L. 
Anderson, of my staff, I am indebted for valuable services promptly 
rendered. 

The killed and wounded of the brigade, as shown by recapitulation 
rendered heretofore, were as follows, viz: Killed, 3; wounded, 28 ; 
missing, 3; total, 34. Of these there were— 


Part of the Twenty-ninth was on detached service ;' also, Cap- ‘ 


Command. 


Killed. 
Wounded. 


Both Texas: Cavalry si c.2: sc sleas ose bacsues anode State tes eee ae ee 
Sist Pexas Cavalry, Hides wnee een, , 
Captain Welch’s company 
Krumbhaar’s battery 


CPR emma merce de ee sree ner en tree rareescinieeesens es 
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Major Davenport, of the Thirtieth, and Lieutenants Gano and 
Huffman, of Captain Welch’s unattached company, were slightly 
wounded, and are included in the above list. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
. CHARLES DE MORSE, 
Col., Comdg. Tex. Brig., Maxey’s Div., Troops of Ind. Ter, 
Capt. T. P. OCHILTRER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


RS. SECOND INDIAN Bric., In the Field, April 19, 1864. 
‘ain: The following report of the action of this brigade in the _ 
ment at Poison Spring on the 18th is respectfully submitted ; — 
obedience to orders the brigade occupied the extreme left, and 

composed of about 300 men of the First Regiment, under com- 
nd of Lieut. Col. James Riley, and 380 men of the Second Regi- 
ment, under the command of Col. Simpson W, Folsom. Owing to 

the various movements of the troops on the right the brigade was 

_yery much delayed in getting into position, but finally got into line 

just in rear of the field near the train of the enemy. The enemy oc-’ 

cupied a line between the field and his train, protected by a densely 
wooded ravine. Being in line I immediately ordered the brigade 

_ forward, but halted in the edge of the field on account of a report 

_ froma party of cavalry on my left that the enemy was moving upon 

r ey left flank, which report was confirmed by rapid firing on my 

- left; but soon perceiving from the heavy firing on my right that the 

_ brigade there was being hotly engaged, I ordered my brigade to = 

move rapidly across the field and charge the enemy and drive him — 

from the woods on the ravine. The charge was made and the enemy 
driven from the ravine by a courage on the part of officers and men 

well becoming an army of veterans. 

The enemy formed next at his wagon train, drawn up on the road 
which ran along the brow of a wooded hill, but was pressed so 
closely by this brigade that he soon fled across the road and ina 
direction up the road to the left, when the train fell into our hands, 
and soon a portion of his artillery, which my troops found concealed 
' inathicket near the train. I feared here that the train and its con- 

_ tents would prove a temptation too strong for these hungry; half- 
clothed Choctaws, but had no trouble in pressing them forward, for 
there was that in front and to the left more inviting to them than 

' food or clothing—the blood of their despised enemy. They had met 
and routed the forces of General Thayer, the ravagers of their coun- 
try, thedespoilers of their homes, and the murderers of their women 
and children ; and on they went, driving immediately by a second 
charge the enemy from a strong position, which he had taken behind 
the buildings to the left and near by the wagon train. 'The enemy 
retreating to the left threw my brigade in front, and, being en- 
couraged by the capture of the artillery, they pursued them madly, 

I deem it proper here to mention the name of Private Dickson 
Wallace, Captain Folsom’s company, First Regiment, who in the 
pursuit was the first man to the artillery, and mounting astride one 
of the guns gave a whoop, which was followed by such a succession 
of whoops from his comrades as made the woods reverberate for 
miles around. Colonel Folsom, of the Second, and Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Riley, of the First Regiment, were conspicuous for their good 
conduct and bravery. I regret to report the loss of Lieutenant Roe- 
buck and 3 men killed and 4 men wounded of the Second Regiment, 
and 3 men wounded in the First Regiment ; none missing. 

TANDY WALKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Indian Brigade, 
Capt. Tom P. OcHILTREE, Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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2AL ORDERS tL ADIT, A 
= Ne. 64 ops od SS 
I. The following roll of 
- paragraph I, General Orders, 
regiment in the service at the 
eves * + 


once 
No. 


_ Capt. E. A. Pinnell, Co. D. 
Capt. A. M. Curry, Co. G. 
First Lieut. T. L. Johnson, Co. C. 
Senior Second Lieut. James Hulsey, 
Co, E. 


Ninth Regiment of Infantry. 
Private George E. Kirby, Company G. 
Tenth Regiment of Infantry. 


: Private A. J. Hutchison, Co. E. 
Private Ozias Denton, Co. F. 


Eleventh Regiment of Infantry. 


Private W. H. Dodson,* Co. A. 
Private Peter Black,* Co. B. 
Private D. O. Daugherty, Co. C. 
Private William Park, Co. D. 
Sergt. Green B. Smith,* Co. F. 


Company E on detached service. 


first 
* 


BATTLE OF JENKINS’ FERRY. » 
: MISSOURI. 
Eighth Regiment of Infantry. 


ich = Bice * + 
is published, in accor 
131, 1863. It ee read to 
d r-its recel] 


lress-parade afte 
oe 


Junior Second Lieut. M. O. Roberts. 
F - , , 


Co. F. i 
Junior Second Lieut. T. B. Logan, Co. I. 


Private J. R. Adams,Co. G. : 
Private Stephen Crismon, Co. K. 


Private B. F. Mock, Co. G. 
Private Thomas Conner,* Co. H. 
Private Jacob S. Barnard,* Co. I, 
Sergt. S. B. McBride, Co. K. 


Twelfth Regiment of Infantry. 


Private J. W. Kilgore, Co. A. 
Sergt. James Hawkins, Co. B. 
Private H. K. Taylor, Co. C. 
Sergt. George Hirsch, Co. D. 
Private John E. Morris, Co. E. 


Sixteenth Regim 
Private Loyed T. Stephenson,* Co. C. 


Sergt. James Lincycomb, Co. F. 
Private M. Gibson, Co. G. 
Sergt. William Kemp, Co. H., 
Sergt. A. J. Hinkle, Co. I. 
Private N. C. Foster, Co. K, 


ent of Infantry. 
Private William Tyree, Co. I. 


Private D. P. Neel,* Co. F. 
Other companies declined selecting. 


Private W. L. Jackson, Co. K,. 


Ninth Battalion of Sharpshooters. 


Private W.B. McElwee, Co. A. 
Sergt. H. B. Stiles, Co. B. 


Private W. Clay Green, Co. C. 
Private John King, Co. D, 


Lesueur’s Battery. 
Corpl. Jefferson H, Gillespie, 


By order : 


S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


* Killed in action. 


24 and 27, 1864.—Skirmish (24th) at Oil Tro 
se poe 


Report of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry. 3 


= ‘Hogrs. District or NoRTHEASTERN ARKANSAS 


Batesville, Ark., March 31, 1864, 


_ Masor: I have the honor to report that a detachment of 200 men, 


_ Eleventh Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, sent out on 24th instant 


under command of Capt. A. B. Kauffman, have just returned and 


j report that on the 26th [27th] instant they encountered a band of 


A ne 


errillas, nearly all of whom were Missourians, at the mouth of 
evil’s Fork of Red River, and killed 19 out of 25. These vagabonds 
were rejoicing over a victory they claimed to have had over a Cap- 
tain Hinkle and a body-of Federal cavalry from Little Rock, stat- 
ing Hinkle had captured 2 of their men whom they rescued, killing 


_ 9 of the Federal party. 


No prisoners were taken from their party, all refusing to surren- 
der and fighting desperately to the last. One man wounded on our 


| ‘side, and 4 horses disabled. 


On the 24th instant 25 men of Second Arkansas Cavalry charged 
and routed 40 men of the enemy under Capt. George Rutherford in 
Oil Trough Bottom, killing Captain McGuffin and 3 others, captur- 
ing 2, and putting tue rest to flight. Scarcely a day passes that 
some of the numerous scouting parties I keep out do not report some 
of the enemy killed or captured. 

My whole list of~killed of the enemy’s force now is 286, including 
guerrillas and Confederates. I have in prison 8 Confederate captains 
and 6 lieutenants, besides a large number of enlisted men. If the 
same rate of destruction continues I cannot at present see how the 
enemy can remain in this part of the country much longer. If my 
horses were only in fair condition I would rid this portion of the 
department of every armed rebel in it. 

r have refused overtures from General McRae to exchange pris- 
oners with him. He claims to have about 100 Federal soldiers and 
officers in Woodruff County, captured at Hopefield, Helena, Claren- 
don, and Devall’s Bluff. I refused treating with him unless he 
recognized the 4 men of the Fourth Regiment Arkansas Infantry 
as prisoners of war and not as deserters. My correspondence on 
that subject is forwarded to your headquarters. I have an inclina- 
tion to go down and find McRae and have him move his headquar- 
ters across White River, but his present location is not exactly in my 
district ; but if the major-general commanding will not deem me 
as encroaching on the territory of others of his commanders I shall 
be pleased to take an excursion after these swamp chivalry and 
clean them out. : 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Col. First Regt. Nebraska Cav., Comdg. Dist, 


Maj. W. D. GREEN, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of Arkansas. 
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MAROH 24-31, 1864.— Expedition from Batesville to Coon Gr 
Fork of Red River, Qo: aud selemiaie (G70) ree 


ames Report of Capt. Albert B. Kauffman, Eleventh Missouri oa 


See Camp STEELE, Batesville, Ark., Apri 1, 1864. 

-._§rr: In pursuance of instructions from Sidi te headquarte 

__ Eleventh Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, March 23, 1864, I took co 

mand of a detachment of 200 men and 6 officers to accomplish certa 
purposes therein expressed. ; : ne eee ag 

arch 24, 8 a. m.—I left Batesville with command, fording ~ 

White River at Ruddle’s Ford. From thence I pursued a westerly — 
direction to near the mouth of Wolf Bayou, crossing Wolf Bayou, iY 
thence in the same direction across to and up Briar Creek, some 4 — 
miles. At this point I discovered fresh signs of horsemen. At a 
house near by I learned that Britewell, with a command of about 
50 men (rebel), had passed down the creek some two hours previous, ~ 
the men giving out as they passed they were going to the swamps. — 
As my horses had but little feed for the last forty-eight hours, I _ 
considered it imprudent to follow with uncertain results. Leay-_ 
ing Briar Creek at this point I intended to move in a westerl 
direction across to Coon Creek, distance about 8 miles, where I © 
expected to find forage, but just on rising the mountain from Briar — 
my guides lost the trail, and turning off to the left led me in a 
southerly direction. Discovering soon their error, I sent one of — 
them back to discover the trail, but returned without being able to ~ 
find it. Proceeding on the route south-southwest, over a mountain- — 
ous and broken country, some 7 miles, I found myself at Dr. Martin’s, ~ 
near the head of Wolf Bayou, some 8 miles out of my direction. 
From Dr. Martin’s I proceeded in a northwest direction 8 miles to 
Johnson’s, on Coon Creek. From Johnson’s the road passes over a 
high and abrupt ridge for 24 miles, descending on Coon Creek at — 
McCarle’s, where I arrived at 7 p. m. and camped, having marched 
since morning 34 miles. I here found plenty of corn and fodder for 
my command. I also found four sets of Government mule harness 
in his possession which he had hid inthe mountains in a turkey-pen, 
being pent of the gears captured by Rutherford from Captain Castle. 
McCarle has a good mill which grinds for Richwoods and neighbor- 
hood. Weather cloudy, and rain during the night. 

March 25, 2p. m.—Marched in a northwesterly direction 3 miles, 
and encamped on the mountain above Coon Creek. Sent a scout 
back some 10 miles to bring up two juded animals abandoned on the 
road the day before. The scout returned with one, the other not 
being able to travel. Near camp the men found a cave containing 
some 300 pounds of ham and bacon, which they confiscated. Found 
corn and fodder at Hesse’s for the horses. 

March 26, 7 a. m.—Marched in a northwesterly direction 6 miles 
to Kemp’s, near Richwoods. Found Kemp absent from home hiding 
out from the Federal troops. Captured his negro man attempting 
to escape with a horse; also Mr, Fullbright, formerly of Springfield, 
Mo., who attempted to escape on the approach of the troops. Kemp 
has seven loads of corn hid in the mountains one-half mile northeast 
of his house. Sent out scouts to the northwest and west: found 
Copeland’s men (rebel) ranging through the country, but scattered. 


be 


*See also report of Colonel Livingston, p. 851. 


ee 


rom Kemy 3 pursued a southerly course 5 miles, when I discovered 

esh trail of a wagon crossing the road through the woods drawn 

by mules. ee ne main road I pursued. In about 1 mile dis- 
wi 


Richw . ‘The wagon was loaded with corn, bacon, meal, bed . 
clothing, two rifles, some powder and lead ; in fact, a complete outfit 
_ for lying out. _ Learning from his negro man that he was endeavor- 
ing to escape into the brakes of Turkey Creek, and that Mr. Brown 
had preceded him some few hours by another route with some six- 
_ teen mules and horses, I confiscated the load, burnt the wagon, took 
_ the mules into service, and enlisted the negro, and pressed on in pur- 
_ suit. After a circuitous march to the east some 7 miles, lost the trail. 
% saat south 2 miles farther I encamped near a field containing 
an abundance of fodder—corn J had carried on the horses from 
_ Kemp’s. Marched during the day 22 miles. 

_ March 27, 7 a. m.—Marched in a southerly direction to the cross- 

_ ing of Devil’s Fork (Lockard’s), 8 miles. About 14 miles north of 
_ Lockard’s on a branch is a grist-mill, and a little beyond on the 
' mountain is a distillery. From Lockard’s I marched west 3 miles, 
crossing the Devil’s and Middle Forks of Red River to Mills’ plan- 
tation. Here I found plenty of corn and fodder, also a blacksmith 
shop with plenty of coal. ad several horses shod and some shoes 
made. I learned that Captain Joslin, with 17 men, had passed east 
two days previous en route for McRae’s rebel command ; that Cap- 
tain Hinkle (Federal), from Lewisburg, Conway County, Ark., was 
scouting about Sugar Loaf Springs and Quitman ; that he had a brush 
with some bushwhackers, killing 1 and capturing 2. Leaving Mills’, 
I crossed Red River, thence southeast 7 miles to Cross-Roads, learn- 
ing here that a band of bushwhackers under Smith, numbering some 
25 men, had pursued and attacked Hinkle’s men, killing several and 
recapturing the 2 whom he had taken prisoners, and that they had 
but a short time pues through Cross-Roads traveling south toward 
the river. With this information I immediately pursued, the 
Second Squadron, under Lieutenant Gallagher, leading in the ad- 
vance in the order of march, followed by the First Squadron, under 
Captain Weber. About 12 men, under Lieutenant Poole, consti- 
tuted the advance guard, 100 yards interval from the head of the 
column. I instructed Lieutenant Poole to charge the bushwhackers 
on sight, and that his efforts would be immediately supported by 
the Second Squadron, under Lieutenant Gallagher. Pursuing their 
trail about 14 miles brought the advance suddenly in sight of the 
enemy, who were occupying an old house in a hollow about 100 
yards distant. Their horses were saddled, bridled, and tied to the 
fencing and trees about the house. They had no guards or pickets 
out, and evidently had not been long there. Lieutenant Poole with 
the advance charged them, as directed, fearlessly, followed by the 
Second and First Squadrons. The enemy, so completely surprised, 
were soon overwhelmed, routed, and killed, not more than 5 or 6 of 
their number escaping. Three prisoners were captured, 1 of them 
mortally eoinded I found among their effects many articles of 
clothing and equipments captured from Hinkle’s men, and 2 of the 

wisoners captured were the same men who were recaptured from 

inkle. It growing late, I marched 1 mile east to Brewer’s and 
encamped. Inthe engagement I had 1 man wounded (not seriously), 
2 horses killed, and my own wounded. Marched 20 miles ; found 
corn and fodder, 


awe 


this moring by a military co 
affidavits of 2 citizens, of bus 


of Coon Creek. ¥ 

March 30, 7 a. m.—I took a detachment of 50 men and Lieutenant — 
Poole and struck northeast to the mouth of Coon Creek. The main ~ 
command, under Captain Weber, I ordered to march in an easterly — 
direction toward Cedar Grove, and that I would with the detachment — 
return and overtake them in the evening. Thetrail to the mouth of — 
Coon.Creek I found very obscure, leading over a very abrupt and 
broken country. My guides had no knowledge of the country. — 

- Striking the Devil’s Fork one-half mile below the mouth of Coon | 
Creek, T mistook the Devil’s Fork for Coon Creek, and as I desired 
to move up the Beech Fork with a view of searching for Government — 
mules which I thought might be hidden in the cafions of. said creek, 

I moved down the Devil’s Fork some 3 or 4 miles through an intricate — 
country bounded on both sides of the river by high, rocky, and 
abrupt hills. Being satisfied that I must be on the Devil’s Fork, I re- 
turned, and, passing up the creek from where I first struck it, found 
the mouth of Coon Creek and Beech Fork. I moved up Beech Fork 
some 5 or 6 miles to the first farm on the creek... The road for the 
first few miles crosses the creek some dozens of times. The hills 
bounding the creek are very abrupt and close in on either side. The 
valley of the creek is narrow, at places is covered with cane. At 
the house I captured 3 of Britewell’s men, also found 1 musket, 1 
double-barreled shotgun loaded with buckshot, 2 rifles and 1 six- 
shooter, 3 horses, evidently ready for service, and 1 Government mule 
in good condition. It growing late in the day I had not time to go 
farther up the creek. I struck across the mountains east to Coon 
Creek, distance about 3 miles, Leaving Coon Creek by a trail up 
the mountains I marched in a southeasterly direction some 6 miles, 
when I struck the trail of the main command, which I pursued some 
10 miles to camp, at McBride’s. Found corn and some fodder at 
McBride’s, about sufficient to feed the command. Could hear of no 
other corn in this neighborhood, 

March 31, 7 a. m.—Marched in the direction of Batesville. Was 
much delayed in consequence of the refugees’ oxen giving out. When 
near Ruddle’s Ford sent the refugees around to the ferry, and with 
the command forded the river and arrived at Batesville at about 
5p.m. Distance scouted over about 130 miles, and horses in better 
condition than when I left. I would respectfully call your attention 
to the officers and men of my command for their zealous performance 
of duty and_ hearty co-operation during the scout, and particularly 
Lieutenant Poole and his advance guard, for their unfaltering charge 
upon the bushwhackers at Cross-Roads. Inclosed you will find the 
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am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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A.B. KAUFFMAN, 
Lieut. A. J. Newsy, - © tge. 
F Adjutant Eleventh Missouri Cav. Vols. 
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_-—s« MARCH 25, 1864.Skirmish near White River, Ark. 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
oy Batesville, Ark., March 26, 1864. 
COLONEL : I have the honor to make to you the following report of 
_ ascout under my command, numbering 30 men, that started on the 
ne of the 25th in search of Captain Rutherford’s rebel com- 
mand : 

After arriving at Sulphur Rock I ascertained the whereabouts of 
the enemy, and at once continued the pursuit in the direction of 
_ White River. After arriving at the river I found the enemy had 
- crossed a short time ahead of me. I at once, at Magnes’ Landing, 
crossed the river and resumed the pursuit, and after marching in a 
southeasterly direction I found the enemy, 40 strong, halted on a hill- 
sidein a grove of white oak, engaged in feeding their horses and 
- resting. I inrmediately ordered my command to charge, and after a 
sharp skirmish of about a quarter of an hour, succeeded in routing 
the enemy, killing 4 men, capturing 2 more, 1 of them wounded, and 
releasing 3 Union men whom the rebels had captured and kept 
under guard. Wealso captured several horses, stand of arms, &c., 
which [ will turn over to the provost-marshal. After pursuing the 
enemy several miles I concluded to return, and reached this place at 
7.30 p. m., without losing a man or having any wounded. 

I have the honor to remain, yours, respectfully, 
ALBERT A. IRWIN, 
Captain Company B, Second Arkansas Cav. Volunteers. 


Col. R. R. Livineston, 5 
Comdg. Dist. of Northeastern Arkansas, Batesville, Ark, 
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MARCH 25-26, 1864.—Scout from Batesville to Fairview, Ark. 
? 
Report of Capt. Edward Lawler, First Nebraska Cavalry, 


BATESVILLE, March 28, 1864. 


CapTaAIN: I have the honor to make, the following report: In 
compliance with orders from district headquarters, I left Batesville 


* Proceedings of Commission omitted, 


Report of Capt. Albert A. Irwin, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


Captain Eleventh Missouri Cav. Vols., Comdg. Scout. 


— 


Saipner Rock Eat one Genel acs 
toward Sul . Tat once struck across Pe. 
ulphur Rok. but hearing they had left there at 9 o’clock 
- morning, I proceeded at once toward Magnes’ Landing. Th 
had crossed some five hours before and were being closely pursued 
ze sie a detachment of the Second Arkansas Cavalry... I at once 
--erossed White River and marched until 8 p. m., camping for the 

night 5 miles from theriver. Next morning, not beingable to learn 
in what direction he had moved, I proceeded southwest, striking th 
Little Rock and Batesville road 3 miles from Fairview. Not being — 
 -able to ascertain anything of their whereabouts in Fairview, Istruck _ 
toward Batesville, arriving at 5 p. m. Ps 
= I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
. EDWD. LAWLER, 

Captain, First Nebraska Cavalry, Comdg. Detachment. _ 
Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Northeastern Arkansas, 
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MARCH 27, 1864.—Affair in Deepwater Township, Mo. 


Report of Capt. Joseph H. Little, First Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


GERMANTOWN, Mo., March 31, 1864. 

Sir: For the information of the general commanding the District 
of Central Missouri, I have the honor to transmit, through your 
headquarters, the following report: About 10 p.m. on the 26th in- 
stant, Mr. Short, of Deepwater Township, Henry County, Mo., came 
to my headquarters and informed me that a party of bushwhackers 
were in his neighborhood menacing the citizens and committing the 
most outrageous acts of plunder, also threatening those who had en- 
rolled for police duty at this station. I immediately dispatched [a 
detachment] under command of Sergt. John W. Barkley, of my com- 
pany, in pursuit. One of the bushwhackers had in the mean time 
been severely wounded by Mr. Archibald Colson, a citizen of the 
neighborhood. This enabled Sergeant Barkley to overtake the band, 
who had taken their wounded confederate along with them. Barkley 
came upon them about 1 a. m. and ordered them to surrender ; this 
their leader defiantly refused. They were strongly posted in the 
house of a citizen by the name of Matthew Dunn, against whom 
strong suspicion as an accomplice of the desperadoes rests. The 
leader gave his name as Capt. A. D. Jones, C. 8. Army, and told 
Barkley that he was able to defend himself, at the same time open- 
ing fire on Barkley’s detachment, which was promptly returned. 
A part of the band who had been plundering in the neighborhood 
now came dashing up with wild yells, firing rapidly and shouting 
to their comrades in the house to come out; this the leader at- 
tempted to do, but as he opened the door, a volley of bullets from 
Barkley’s men warned him that if he attempted to rush out, cer- 
tain death would be the result. He accordingly retreated and a 
fight was kept up during the night. Barkley not knowing what 


might attaek him from the outside, sent to Johnstown for re- 
enforcements, which were promptly sent by Capt. Galen G. Norton, 
econd Colorado Volunteers, commanding at that station, but the 
bushwhackers had surrendered before they arrived. About day- 
light, finding that they could not escape, the leader proposed to 
surrender on condition that they should be treated as prisoners of 
war. Barkley told them that if they could prove themselves Con- — 
federate soldiers they should be treated as such, but if they were | 
_bushwhackers, they must take the consequences, assuring them that 
they should have a fair trial, whereupon they surrendered and were 
brought to camp. They were dressed in Federal overcoats and 
” equipped with U. S. arms (Remington revolvers) and accouterments, 
with a quantity of ammunition. On being brought to camp they 
_ were placed under strict guard ; food was given them, of which the 
leader partook almost voraciously; the other fellow, who called him- 
self Ratliff, was sullen and refused to eat. Neither would give any 
_ truthful answer to any Si peciel g asked them. 
After they had been allowed to rest for about three hours, and the 
_ citizens whom they had robbed had collected and identified an amount 
_ of property which Sergeant Barkley had captured in their possession, 
T called on Captain Norton, Captain Deviny, Lieutenant, Atkinson, 
Lieutenant Page, and Sergt. John W. Barkley to try their case. The 
_ witnesses were duly sworn and identified the men as belonging to the 
band who had committed a number of outrages during the winter. 
Jones, the leader, made a shrewd defense until he found himself 
trapped, when he became bold and said that if the affair was to do 
over again he would have sent some of the squads to the lower 
regions before he went there; at any rate, he said that ‘‘if he had to 
die, he had paid for his life nine times.” At10 a. m., 27th, pursuant 
to the resolutions passed on (see evidence and sentence inclosed), I 
had them executed. They were allowed to write to their friends (sub- 
mitting their letters for inspection), and were allowed to send their 
money and trinkets to their friends also. It was only at the last 
moment that they made themselves known. The leader proved to 
be the notorious Benton Gann, of La Fayette County, who has long 
commanded a marauding band on the border. The other was 
George Herold, of Cass County, one of Gann’s men. They refused 
to give any useful information ; said their trial had been fair and 
that they were not afraid to die, which boast they made good. They 
calmly walked to the grave, looked contemptuously on the detail 
assembled, said they were ready, quietly folded their arms, kneeled 
down, and met death with a ee dicehucen worthy a better cause. 
The wounded man, who calls himself Jones, and who had received a 
number of buckshot in his body, I have sent tq Clinton to be oper- 
ated upon by Surgeon Hart. I think he will die. He is one of the 
most desperate men I have ever seen. He positively refuses to give 
any information ; scowls on those who come near him. He ought to 
have been executed at once, but humanity revolts at the thought of 
executing any one so horribly mutilated as he is at present ; but, if 
not ordered to the contrary, | shall execute him if he recovers. 

All praise is due Mr. Archibald Colson, Mr. Hibler, and others, 
who fought the desperadoes until Sergeant Barkley’s detachment 
arrived, and his success was attributed to the gallant conduct of Mr. 
Colson, who shot down the man Jones, who, being so severely 
wounded, impeded the flight of his comrades, thus enabling Sergeant 
Barkley to overtake and capture them. Sergeant Barkley deserves 


. sine Such men me just. cee the ae 
~ be promoted for gallantry. This achievementis 0: 1 

aoe of skill and aes exhibited by Sergeant Barkley since he h 

been a member of my company. I would respectfully. ay days th 
as testimonials of their pie Sergeant Barkley and Mr. Colson” 
receive each a revolver from those captured from Gann and party. — 
The highest praise is due the loyal citizens of Deepwater Township — 
for their assistance in ferreting out these lawless bands. Mr. Short, 
who reported on the marauders on the 26th instant,deserves great 
credit. The trial of Gann and Herold was informal, but was resorted — 
to to obtain the factsin the case. Please find the evidence inclosed.* 
I have the honor to remain, yours, respectfully, 
J. H. LITTLE, =a 
Captain Company E, First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, — 


Colonel McFERRAN, Ries 
First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


Be 
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MARCH 27-31, 1864.—Scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark, 
Report of Capt. E. H. Vance, Fourth Arkansas Cavalry (Umion). — 


LitrLe Rock, ARK., March 31, 1864. 
‘Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, © 
I left Little Rock at 3 o’clock on Sunday morning ; took the left-_ 
hand road 4 miles west of this place, and then took the right about 
8 miles, and took breakfast at Mr. Lewis’ house, some 12 miles from 
Little Rock. Wethen went in by Brown’s tannery ; half mile west 
of the latter place we came in sight of two bushwhackers. The 
advance are made an effort to overhaul them, but failed to get 
them. One of them was run so close that he dropped his gun, which 
our boys got. We then went to George Elrod’s place, and from 
there to Benton, at which place we arrived at 1.300’clock on Sunda 
evening. We here learned that Captain Bunner had a brush aie 
some guerrillas. We stopped at Benton for the night. On Monday 
morning we traveled down on the east side of the Saline River to 
Steele’s Mill, where our advance came in sight of some guerrillas, 200 
yards distant. They endeavored to overtake them, but again failed. 
We then continued down the river for 15 miles, and then turned east 
and stopped for the night at Alexander Nall’s place, a rebel lieu- 
tenant. Our picket fired at some one approaching our camp in 
the night. Two rebels were seen and chased by our boys in the 
morning. 

On my way down I learned from William B. Young and William 
Sterinan that there was a set of rebel guerrillas stealing cotton in 
the neighborhood, who were pressing wagons and hauling stolen 
cotton to Benton, and getting it hauled from there to Little Rock. 
They pressed Mr, Sweeden’s son and Joseph Pretter and Mrs. Fin- 
ley’s team to haul cotton from William Swappord’s to Samuel Steele’s 
house, where two balesremain. Mr. Young states that Mr. Sweeden’s 
son informed Young that the cotton was taken from William Swap- 
pord, a citizen of Saline County, being 18 miles below Benton, and 
hauled it to Mrs. Sarah Miller’s; this was on the 18th of March. On 


* Not found. 


ook two bales off, and Mrs, Mc 
> Little 


Gli : ] he cotton. On learnin, 
that these ladies would probably be back on Tuesday night, an 
thinking epee prabebly the guerrillas would be there to get the news, 
_ &c., I returned to Benton and arrested three of the ladies engaged in 
hauling the cotton, and I was not mistaken ; the bushwhackers made 
a desperate rally to get the captured wagon and their fair friends, 
_ but they failed to get either. The goods are now in my possession, 
pond subject to your order. From Benton we returned to Little 
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I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
& - KE. H. VANCE, 
B Captain, Fourth Arkansas Cavalry, Comdg. Scout. 
Brig. Gen. N. KIMBaLu. 


MARCH 29-APRIL 1, 1864.—Scouts from Bellefonte, Ark. 
Report of Maj. James A, Melton, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
Inthe Field, April 1, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the return to this encamp- 
ment of Captain O’Brien, of my command, sent on a reconnaissance 
day before yesterday, with 50 men, as per information sent to you in 
my communication of that date. Captain O’Brien went down as far 
as Burrowsville, by Old Lebanon, and crossing Buffalo at the mouth 
of Central Big Creek, passed on this side of the river and arrived 
this evening, having on the way reported the result of his reconnais- 
sance to Major Murphy, at Yellville. Captain O’Brien reports the 
enemy divided, Relliford, with 300 men, at Sylamore; McRae’s old 
command at Richwoods, 500; Love, Sissell, and Cordwell around 
Old Lebanon with 75 men, poorly armed. Of these 4 were killed by 
Captain O’Brien’s Somntnein I have also to report two scouts, both 
under Sergeant Tramel, of G Company, of this regiment. First, on 
the 29th, the sergeant had with him 6 men and ran into a camp 
of 15 bushwhackers; 4 of these latter were killed, the balance flew. 
Second, the same sergeant reported to-day from another scout, 
wherein out of a party of 10 guerrillas he met, 8 were killed, 1 
wounded, the other escaped. Tramel had with him 20 men. He 
captured 3 and killed 2 of the enemy’s horses. The arms he cap- 
tured he gave them on the spot to Union men who were then under 
his protection. The detachment of this regiment sent to Batesville 
is now within striking distance, and will report to-morrow. I will 
await your decision upon this report before I attempt any movement. 
I feel confident that I can hold the country against all the forces the 
rebels can muster below here with my six complete companies. 


I am, general, &c., 
JAMES A. MELTON, 
Major, Commanding Second Arkansas Cavalry. 


Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, 
Comdg. District of Southwest Missouri, 


manding District of the Frontie — 


"Reports of Col: 


4 toe  . Fort Smitu, ARK., April-4, 1864. 
GENERAL: On the 29th ultimo poe of rebels attacked o 
forces at Roseville, 45 miles from here. We drove them from the 
town, not, however, before they had succeeded in burning 133 bal 
of Government cotton. Another attack was made on the town this” 
morning by a force estimated at between 400 and 500. We lost 2 
killed and 8 wounded. The rebels lost 6 killed and 20 wounded. — 
* My force at Roseville amounts to about 120 men. I have sent 25_ 
men, all the cavalry with which I can re-enforce them. I will be- 
. able to hold the post of Roseville. Additional troops, in my opinion, ~ 
1 are necessary to hold this country immediately. a 
W. R. JUDSON, 3 
= Colonel, Commanding District of the Frontier. 


Brigadier-General KIMBALL, is 
Inttle Rock. : 


bie 
; or eer. es: yer 


Hpgrs. Dist. OF THE FRONTIER, DEPT. OF ARKANSAS, 
Fort Smith, Ark., April 7, 1864. 
GENERAL: There appears to bea movement north. Two hundred ” 
Missourians crossed the river 20 miles below here yesterday. At ~ 
Roseville, 45 miles below, are 300 bales Government cotton. I have 
‘ some troops protecting it. Guerrillas attacking them daily ; have 
lost 4 men killed and 8 wounded. Enemy’s loss 8 killed, 15 wounded. 
They destroyed 130 bales cotton and 2 gins. I have pressed all— 
citizen teams, and sent all Government teams to move cotton to this 
place. Your teams shall return without fail ; have to go to same 
place for forage. I shall be obliged to send an additional escort 
with train. Cannot you spare some troops from your district ? 
W. R. JUDSON, 
Colonel, Commanding District. 
General SANBORN, 
Springfield, Mo. 


Fort SmituH, April 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: Last Sunday 800 rebels, under Colonel Battle, of Gano’s 
division, Texas and Missouri troops, came within 15 miles of Rose- 
ville, and divided into two parties. One of 400 attacked Roseville 
on Monday, where troops were guarding cotton. Loss, 4 men killed 
and 10 wounded. Rebel loss, 10 killed and 15 wounded ; 1 major and 
1 lieutenant among the number. Will hold the place. At Clarks- 
ville, for the last month, there has been skiiranishing: Our loss, 5 
killed and 8 wounded. Four hundred rebels, 15 miles from Clarks- 
ville, yesterday ordered troops to barricade the roads, take posses- 
sion of the houses, make loopholes for musketry, and hold the place 
at all hazards. Have pressed teams to move Government cotton from 
Roseville to this place. ‘Will use my cavalry with citizen rangers, 


aary to Reociiipy the eountry: gay 


have appointed a 
se horses and mules. I want your concurrence. I can make 
two good teams on Monday. Don’t allow General Blunt’s com-. 

y, of Kansas Department, to control, as his quartermaster 
, or we will be starved out. Have not a team to procure fuel. — 
lonel Lynde is on the way, at Fort Scott, Kans. This having the 
rrison used by the Kansas Department is simply a nuisance. Send 
-enforcements if you possibly can. 

i W. R. JUDSON, 


Comdg. Frontier District of Arkansas. — 
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eneral KIMBALL. 


Hpgrs. Dist. OF THE FRONTIER, DEPT. OF ARKANSAS, 
Fort. Smith, Ark., April 15, 1864. 
Sir: The cotton will soon be out of the way. Your teams will be 
_ sent up. Iam hard pressed for transportation. The guerrillas and 
bushwhackers thick. Have not sufficient force to punish them. 
Expect Colonel Lynde with his regiment. Have you heard any- 
thing from him? After the Roseville fight I sent Surgeon Fairchild, 
with an escort of 25 men, to that point. They were attacked by 200 
men. Loss, wounded and prisoners, 12 men and the surgeon ; were 
brutally murdered, stripped, and bodies mutilated. In what direc- 
tion is your force moving? I will do with pleasure all I can for the 
doctor. 
Your obedient servant, 


pa 


J i 


W. R: JUDSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
General SANBORN, — 
Springfield, Mo. 


MARCH 30, 1864.—Affair near Greenton, Mo. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U.S. Army, commanding District of Central 
Missouri. 
No. 2.—Capt. James B. Moore, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U.S. Army, commanding 
District of Central Missouri. 


HEADQUARTERS CENTRAL District OF MissouRt, 
Warrensburg, April 3, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to report that on the 28th [29th] ultimo 
Captain Moore, First Missouri State Militia, with a small scouting 
party, followed a trail of a small band of bushwhackers for 5 miles on 


os fur G. Young the same night. : a age 
This makes the tenth of Blunt’s band of 20 that was in La Faye 
County about that time that have been killed by scouting part 
from Colonel McFerran’s regiment, the First Missouri State Militi 
‘in six weeks. The energy with which the troops of this commar US 
are scouting the country is a a by any that I have heretofore 
had the honor to command. The results are small, though impor-) 
tant to the country. £5 = 
I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
\ EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. — 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis. 
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No. 2. ; 3 


Report of Capt. James B. Moore, First Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. § 


WELLINGTON STATION, Mo., April 1, 1864. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report : On the 
29th, I was ordered on a scout with 20 men from my company, with 
orders to scout the brush on Davis as far up as Hopewell, which I 
did without finding any enemy. On the 30th, while scouting the 
brush southwest of Greenton, I struck a trail, following it until I 
came to a house at the edge of the timber. I inquired of the folks if 
any person had been there. The folks said not. I asked them what 
those tracks meant that I had followed for at least 3 miles. They 
told me that it had been loose hor-es. I asked the lady of the house 
where her husband was. She told me that he was in the Southern 
army. I started on the trail, dismounting Nos. 1 and 3 of the com- 
mand and put them on the trail.. I trailed them some 3 miles through 
the thickest kind of brush before we came to their camp. When I 
ordered the boys to fire on them they had not seen any of us. We 
charged on them, killing 1 and wounding 2 others. Captured 1 horse, 
2 navy revolvers, 1 field-glass, and several blankets. Ithen returned 
with the men to our horses and pursued them 4 or 5 miles, but was 
unable to get another fire at them. 

In making my monthly return I stated that my men had killed a 
bushwhacker by the name of Bledsoe, but since Ilearn that it was the 
notorious Jim Waller that was killed. I find in what scouting I have 
done a great deal of sympathy among the citizens for the bush- 
whacker, 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. B. MOORE, 
Capt. Co. F, First Cav., Missouri State Militia, 


[Col, JAMES McFERRAN. | 


P XLV ACTION AT FITZHUGH’S WOODS, ARK. oR 
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_ APRIL 1, 1864.—Action at Fitzhugh’s Woods, near Augusta, Ark, ES 
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No. 1.—Col. Christopher C. Andrews, Third Minnesota Infantry,commandingexpe ~ 


3 dition. _ 
No. 2.—Maj. Everett W. Foster, Third Minnesota Infantry. 


Was 15 


f Report of Col. Christopher C. Andrews, Third Minnesota Infantry, 
eee commanding expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS Post oF LITTLE Rock, 
Saturday Evening, April 2, 1864. 
_ GENERAL: In compliance with General Orders, No. 169, War De- 
partment, October 27, 1862, I have the honor to report the result of 
an engagement at Fitzhugh’s woods, 6 miles above Augusta, on 
White River, with the forces under Brigadier-General McRae. On 
Wednesday afternoon last, March 30, at 4.30 p. m., I received orders 
from Brigadier-General Kimball to proceed on an expedition up 
White River. At 7 o’clock that evening I left Little Rock with a 
detachment of the Third Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry 
veterans), Maj. EK. W. Foster commanding, consisting of Companies 

, C, EH, G, H, and I, numbering 186, and proceeded to Devall’s Bluff 
by railroad. We reached there at 4.20 the next morning, and found 
the steamer Dove, Captain Erwin, in readiness to move. A detach- 
ment from the Kighth Missouri Cavalry at that post, numbering 45 
men, under command of Capt. L. J. Matthews, reported to me on the 
boat at 6.20, and we immediately put off up the river. The gun-boat 
Covington proceeded with us, by the mutual wish of the captain of 
the transport and of Lieut. G. P. Lord, commanding the gun-boat. 
After getting some distance up the river we took the precaution to 
bring on board and detain any persons lurking about the shore whom 
we suspected would carry intelligence into the country of our ap- 
proach ; and in this way I gained more or less valuable information, 
and also the services of a good guide. 

We arrived at Gregory’s Landing, Jackson County, at dusk, and 
having learned that one of the camps of McRae’s men was 4 miles 
back of that landing, on Straight Lake, I ventured to move out there 
to surprise it. The evening was rainy and extremely dark, but my 
guides knew the road perfectly, and my patrols moved forward so 
carefully there could be no possibility of an ambush. Three miles 
from the river was a bayou (Cache) difficult even for cavalry to ford, 
but the detachment of cavalry crossed it without accident, and sud- 
denly surrounded the farm-house near by and as quickly threw out 
pickets. The information received, however, was that the camp had 
been abandoned early that morning. The cavalry then recrossed the 
bayou, and we returned to the transport, arriving on board at 10 
o'clock. I gave orders for my command to have breakfast by 5 
o’clock next morning, and the transport moved on up to Augusta. 
At 5 o'clock, therefore, yesterday morning (April 1), we landed at 
Augusta, a small but pleasantly situated village, and immediately 
had it surrounded by pickets, and had citizens and colored men 
brought on board that I might ascertain the number and where- 
abouts of McRae’s forces. I learned that for a few days past his 
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forces had bee cen: vo or th 
they had moved toward Jacksonport, that they had ret 
that the principal camp was at Antony’s, said to be 7 miles dist: 
on the ce acksonport road. I then ordered my small command 
land, leaving a guard on board the transport, and proceeded up 
Jacksonport road. It was about 6 o’clock when we moved fro 
Augusta. We had scarcely got 13 miles out of town when our ad- 
vanced guard encountered a small party of the enemy, and pursued 
and charged them 2 miles, and captured 2 prisoners. Coming then 
to the forks of two roads the cavalry waited for the infantry t 
come up. It was at this point that we met Rutherford’s company, 
and drove it into the woods on a road leading to the right. We then 
continued the march on the Jacksonport road, keeping out for some” 
distance flankers and patrols. :. 
-At the bayou, some 6 miles from Augusta, our advanced guard 
came upon a small party of mounted men, who, after one shot being” 
fired at them, turned and fled. At the next farm-house we reached, - 
we learned that General McRae was one of the pay: This fact I 
discovered very soon, and immediately ordered the cavalry detach- 
ment to pursue at their utmost speed, which was done. It appeared” 
that he turned off the Jacksonport road toward McCoy’s, one of his 
pisces of resort, to which place Captain Matthews pursued him. He, 
owever, escaped. : 

Beyond Fitzhugh’s we came upon one of their camps, which ap- 
peared to have been suddenly abandoned, and where, also, we found 
and appropriated, as far as we needed, a wagon-load of hams. We 
also ned some information at almost every farm-house concern- 
ing the movements and locality of McRae’s forces. I had heard his’ 
forces estimated variously at from 500 to 1,500, many of them, how- 
ever, being poorly armed; and I had learned at Augusta that he had 
from 400 to 600 men near Antony’s. The farther, however, I ad- 
vanced, the more his force in any one body appeared to diminish, 
and the less appeared to be the chance for a fair fight with them. 
After, therefore, reaching a point 12 miles above Augusta, and meet- 
ing no force, I determined to return to the transport. 

After a rest, it being 12.30 o’clock, we started back. At 1.30 0’clock, 
as we gates the road leading to McCoy’s, a party of men showed 
themselves in the road, and being, as I had reason to believe, a decoy 
to draw us into an ambuscade, I ordered that they should not be pur- 
sued. We arrived at Fitzhugh’s, less than a mile from that road, 
and were resting when the enemy made his appearance from the 
direction of McCoy’s, advancing in line in a field on our left, and 
commenced charging on us. I had a part of our infantry quickly 
moved against them, which checked them, and bya volley fire killed 
and dismounted a number of them. The same infantry force then 
charged on them, and, amid the loud shouts and cheers of our men, 
drove them back into the woods out of sight. I then increased our 
rear guard, resumed the march, and proceeded about 2 miles, when 
the enemy came upon us in much larger force, our first notice being 
his attack on our rear guard. The place can perhaps be best desig- 
nated as Fitzhugh’s woods, and was almost 500 yards north of a 
well-known bayou or swamp. On the east side of the road was a 
field of cultivated land on which there was a thin body of dead tim- 
ber. West of the road was heayy timber with more or less dead logs 
lying about, but not much underbrush, x 

It was immediately apparent that the enemy had collected all his 
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mor we could hear the loud exhortations of their chiefs urgi 
heir men to a charge. They made an attempt, but were rapaeen 
l chai on by us. The firing was the cape ee during the first 
valf hour, and during this time my horse was shot under me. We 
could see, however, that died Be vement of the eemy was thwarted 
by the unerring fire of our sharpshooters. We were damaging and 
subduing him every minute. Still we were aware that we were 
fighting experienced and daring men, Rutherford’s men especially 
being well known as cool fighters and good marksmen. They 
fought dismounted. 
_ The fight had lasted an hour, when it was discovered that a part 
of the enemy’s forces were moving around to our right at difficult 
nge for us, with the evident purpose of intercepting our passage 
across the bayou. In order to defeat that purpose and to get a some- 
' what better position, and also to have the benefit of a well of water, 
which we were beginning to need, I determined to withdraw our 
' line about 150 paces, where we could hold the bayou and also have 
» the protection of a cluster of log buildings and some fences. The 
' greater part of my force had withdrawn to this new position unper- 
' ceived by the enemy. When he discovered that we had abandoned 
, our first line, which we had stubbornly held during the hardest of 
» the contest, he conjectured we were retreating, and rose up and came 
) on with the utmost shouting and clamor. But our men, who were 
r already in position calmly waiting their approach, poured forth a 
’ fire more damaging and deadly than they had yet suffered. From 
* this moment they seemed to give up the fight. Yet leaders advanced, 
and, with language plainly heard = us, vainly endeavored to stimu- 
late their men to a desperate attack. Two or three of their leaders 
were picked off by our men while making such brave endeavors. 
We held that position an hour and a half, during which time our 
men maintained a cool and effective skirmish fire. 

The combat had now lasted two hours and a half, and the enemy 
was beaten. To guard, however, against any sures at the bayou, 
the crossing being difficult and it appearing also that it had been the 
purpose of the enemy to do us an injury there, I caused a line of 
sharpshooters to be deployed, concealed on both flanks of the crossing 
of the bayou in the woods, to protect our crossing whenever we might 
choose to move. This was promptly attended to by Major Foster. 
Although the ford of the bayou is about 125 yards wide, and ex- 
tremely difficult to cross in the vicinity of an enemy, we made the 
yassage without any interference or obstacle, which is further evi- 
ine that he had been thoroughly whipped. 

We then moved on in our march to the transport, a distance of 6 
miles, the road passing through woods, by eross-roads and open 
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wounded me missing ; in the cavalry, 1 killed and 1 (a recent 
eruit) missing. All of the wounded except 3 will be fit for duty in 
afew days. I cannot accurately judge of the enemy’s loss, but am 


confident it exceeds 100 in killed and wounded, including the loss he 


sustained in his first ineffectual charge. J also captured from him 
13 prisoners, including 1 commissioned officer and 1 sergeant. We 
also took a number of good horses and brought away several freed- 
men. The following is the list* of killed and wounded : a 

A few men were left asa guard on the transport, and some were 
used in guarding prisoners; so that the whole number of men I had 
engaged was only 180. The moral effect of this combat is greatly 
on our side, showing as it does that with a very small force we are 
able to defy the combined numbers of the enemy which has been left. 
to hold sway in that fine region of country, and that he is liable to 
be struck from unexpected sources. The conduct of the officers and 
men of my command was eminently heroic and prudent. Their effi- 
ciency and skill were what I had reason to expect from accomplished 
and well-disciplined soldiers. Their emulous valor equaled the 
Spartan standard. The result of their hard-fought contest shows 
what a resource there is In courage and what power there is in dis- 
cipline. 

’ The place to which we marched is 168 miles from Little Rock, and 
we made the expedition and returned to this place and had resumed 
our ordinary duties here inside of three days. 

Iam obliged to the quartermaster’s department for promptitude 
in furnishing transportation ; also to the commanders of the gun- 
boat and transport for their promptitude and assistance. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. C. ANDREWS, 
Colonel Third Minnesota Vol. Infy., Comdg. Expedition. 


Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Everett W. Foster, Third Minnesota Infantry. 


Hpgrs. THIRD MINNESOTA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Inttle Rock, Ark., April 3, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report the part which the detach- 
ment of the Third Minnesota Volunteers, under my command, took 
in the recent expedition and action up the White River, under com- 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 8 enlisted men killed, 16 enlisted men wounded, 
and 5 enlisted men wounded and missing, all of the Third Minnesota, except 1 killed 
and 1 missing of the Eighth Missouri Cavalry. 


J NON AT FITZHUGH’S WOODS, ARK. © = 86% 
d of Col. C. C. Andrews, Third Minnesota Volunteers. I re- 
ceived orders from Colonel Andrews at 4.30 p. m., March 30, to be 
m readiness to march with four days’ rations at 6 o’clock that even- 
ing, and at 7 o’clock I marched my command, six companies, Com- 
y B, commanded by Lieutenant Pierce; Company C, by Lieuten- 
ant Grummons ; Company EK, by Lieutenant Knight; Company G, — 
y Captain Devereux ; Company H, Lieutenant Misone? ; Company 
I, Captain Swan, 186 strong, to the ferry and immediately proceeded 
to railroad depot, where, by direction of the colonel. we embarked 
on cars, and at 9 p. m. left for Devall’s Bluff. We reached the bluff 
~ at 4 o’clock next morning, and forthwith embarked on steamer Dove, 
and at 7 o’clock, together with a small force of the Highth Missouri 
Cavalry, proceéded up White River, reaching Gregory’s Landing 
which is 10 miles above Little Red and 100 miles above Devall’s 
luff) about 8 p. m., when we disembarked and marched to the sup- 
port of the cayalry toward Cache River, crossing where it was sup- 
_ posed McRae was camped. After marching 3 miles in the darkness 
and rain it was ascertained that McRae had left that country and 
gone toward Jacksonport. Upon getting this information we imme- 
iately returned to the boat and proceeded up the river to Augusta, 
where we arrived at 5.30 a. m., April 1, disembarked, and pushed 
without delay with 160 men all told into the country on the Jack- 
sonport road, the cavalry in advance. My orders were to keep 
within supporting distance, which I did. At the crossing of the 
Cache River road, 4 miles from Augusta, I came up with the cav- 
- alry, which had been skimishing with the enemy for the last 2 miles, 
- and here found them in force. The colonel ordered me to take three 
companies into the woods and engage them. I took Companies E, 
H, and IJ, and drove them before me about 1 mile and across a large 
cypress swamp. I afterward learned from a prisoner that the force 
I drove was the notorious Rutherford with about 150 men. At this 
time we joined the rest of the force, which came another route. The 
cavalry advanced and I followed, crossing the swamp and _ proceed- 
ing toward Jacksonport, the cavalry doing the skirmishing. We 
marched on to the Methodist church near Dr. Westmoreland’s 
house, 12 miles from Augusta, where, by the colonel’s orders, I 
halted my command while the cavalry scouted in advance. Finding 
no force of the enemy, they returned, and after a short rest started 
back for the boat. "We had moved back about 24 miles and halted 
to rest at Fitzhugh’s farm-house, when we discovered a large force 
of mounted men charging down upon us on our right and rear. I 
immediately formed, and by Colonel Andrews’ orders sent two com- 
panies to engage the enemy—Captain Swan, Company I, those in 
the road, and Lieutenant Misener, Company H, those on the right. 
They charged down through the open field with loud yells. I let 
them approach within 150 yards, then sent a volley of minie-balls 
into them, which caused them to cease their yelling and break to 
the rear for the woods with headlong speed. I followed a short dis- 
tance and discovered we had inflicted a severe loss on them, and 
returned. Our cavalry having pushed on in advance; we did not 
followup. Finding the enemy not disposed to come out of the woods, 
we marched on about 24 miles to Fitzhugh’s woods, when the enemy 
was again heard shooting and yelling and seen coming down through 
an old corn-field on the same flank as before. I immediately fixed 
bayonets and charged on at double-quick to meet him, coming up 
in line at about 200 yards from his force, which was, I should judge, 
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broken, we were attacked | 
another and still larger force from the road we had just come uJ 
~The troops were immediately faced about and charged down into 
the woods in the face of a deadly fire from the enemy. While le 
_ ing this charge the colonel’s horse was killed under him. Aft 
gaining the heavy timber, we engaged the enemy as skirmishers in 
a combat which lasted two and a half hours, when I discovered that — 
we were getting short of ammunition. I reported thefact to Colonel — 
Andrews, who ordered me to withdraw gradually from the timber ~ 
and occupy some farm buildings up the road toward Augusta and — 
protect the crossing of the Cypress, about 23 miles farther on, which ~ 
was successfully accomplished. ‘The cavalry passed through the — 
swamp, the infantry following. We then formed on the opposite — 
side and marched to Augusta, 6 miles, without further annoyance, ~ 
bringing some 30 prisoners and a large number of contrabands which ~ 
had been picked up during the cay 2 
The following embraces a full list* of casualties in the regiment — 
at the combat of Fitzhugh’s woods. The loss of the enemy, as near — 
as could be ascertained, was upward of 100, four times ourown, Of — 
these, several were known to be officers. : 
I am very proud to say that every man was perfectly cool during — 
the entire engagement, and many instances of great daring and ~ 
bravery occurred which are worthy of being particularly mentioned, — 
' Hardly aman escaped without some bullet mark through his clothing. — 
I am especially obliged to Lieutenant Champlin, acting adjutant, — 
and Sergeant-Major Ackers, Quartermaster Sergt. H. D. Pettibone, — 
and First Sergt. C. D. Bevans (who, I lament to say, was killed) ; — 

also First Sergt. James M. Moran, Company H, and, in short, to all 
the officers and men of the regiment, for their promptitude in obey- — 

ing orders, 
Very respectfully, your obedient, 
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EK. W. FOSTER, 
Major, Commanding Third Minnesota Volunteers. 
Capt. JoHN PEETz, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Litile Rock. 


APRIL 1, 1864,—-Affair near Bloomfield, Mo. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 
BLOOMFIELD, Mo., April 2, 1864. 

I sent out a squad of men under Captain Shibley yesterday. They 
came upon 3 guerrillas in the act of robbing a Union man’s house; 
killed 1 of them and have brought the other 2 in as prisoners. One 
claims to be from Douglas County, Mo., the other from Illinois. 
Both say they belong to Kitchen. What shall I do with them ? 

H. M. HILLER, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Colonel RoGErs, 

Cape Girardeau. 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 7 enlisted men killed, 16 wounded, and 4 missing. 
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APRIL 1-10, 1864.—The Pearl River (Louisiana) Expedition — 


Report of Maj. Martin M. Pulver, Twentieth Infantry, Conps 


d Afrique. 
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HEADQUARTERS, _ 
Fort Pike, April 21, 1864. 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Defenses of New Orleans: 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith. the report of Major 


| Pulver of the Pearl River expedition after the steamer Swaim. I 


- would add that the major is entitled to all credit for the result of the 


expedition, which was achieved only by the most indomitable and 


unwavering perseverance and courage. 


Eee ee eas 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ELIOT BRIDGMAN, 
Colonel Twentieth Infantry, Corps d’ Afrique. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Pike, La., April 1, 1864. 
Major PULVER : ‘ 
You will proceed, in command of Companies C, D, E, and F, Twentieth Infantry, 
Corps d’Afrique, on board the steamer Lizzie Davis, up West Pearl River as far 
as practicable, and bring off any lumber, brick, wood, boats, or other property be- 
longing to rebels which may be useful to the U. S. Government, and destroy any of 
the above-named classes of property which cannot be moved, and which may be of 
service to the rebel army. You will especially take all negroes who can be of any 
service to the Government. You will also observe and report upon the character of 
the country with particular reference to its importance for military operations, re- 
turning as soon as the object of the expedition is accomplished. 
E. BRIDGMAN, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


In obedience to theabove order I went on board the steamer Lizzie 
Davis at midnight of the 1st of April, in command of the above-named 
companies, numbering about 150 men in all, and proceeded up West 
Pearl River to within about 1 mile of Fletcher’s Crossing, where we 
tied up for the night of the 2d. On the morning of the 3d, we pro- 
ceeded on up the river as far as Homes’ Bayou, which I found so 
thoroughly blocked up with driftwood and trees that had been cut in 
that it was useless to attempt to go through it. Prospects for doin 
serious damage to the enemiesof our country in that direction looke 
extremely doubtful, as the inhabitants, what- few there were, were 
very poor, and most of them deserters from the rebel army. It now 
being late in the day, and considering navigation farther up West 
Pearl extremely hazardous for a boat as large as the Lizzie Davis, I 
determined to turn my attention to something of more importance 
and in which I hoped to be more successful than I had been in the ex- 

jloration of West Pearl River. Iaccordingly ordered the boat turned 

Reiiietroam, and tied up for the night about 1 mile below Homes’ 
Bayou, at or near Indian Bayou. On the morning of the 4th, I 
landed three companies on Hone Island, and crossed over to East 
Pearl River, coming out just below the mouth of McCall’s River, 
where I had previously heard the steamer J. D. Swaim was lying, 
having been run up there some two years ago. After some little 
difficulty I succeeded in obtaining possession of the ferry, the flat 
being at the time on the opposite side of the river, 


and 0 nt on the | | 
1 to the mouth of McCall’s River, where I found the afc 
said steamer J. D. Swaim, and although sunk to her guard, a muc. 
better prize than I had anticipated. We immediately commen 
bailing and pumping the water out of her, and on the morning 
the 5th, found tad the prospects of getting her down the ri 
were rather favorable than otherwise. Consequently, I sen 
lieutenant with 10 men back to the Lizzie Davis, ordering them t 
- proceed down West Pearl through Middle to East Pearl Rive 
thence up East Pearl, as far as racticable. But the-captain of th 
Lizzie Davis (George Sprague) having died suddenly the night pe 
vious the lieutenant in command wisely concluded to descend We 
Pearl River to East Pearl Pass, that the captain’s remains might be 
sent to the fort. At or about 12 m. of the 5th, finding the Swaim- 
afloat and most of the water out of her, I determined to try and 
descend the river without steam (her machinery not being in order), 
and immediately cast off and floated down (there being a strong cur- 
Z rent) nicely for about 3 miles, when we were brought up on a bed of ~ 
sunken logs, where we remained for fifty-six hours. While in this — 
condition a messenger arrived from the Lizzie Davis, stating that y 
she was lying in East Pearl, 2 miles above Gainesville, awaiting or- 
ders. As we were out of provisions, and had been for two days, — 
except such as we foraged for, I sent a message to the lieutenant — 
in command ordering him tosend up what provisions he could spare, — 
and then return to the fort for more. In the mean time we had = 
worked almost incessantly trying to get the Swaim afloat, and had 
succeeded in moving her some 300 feet, when, it beginning to rain ~ 
‘hard, we were obliged to suspend operations. On the morning of 
the 8th, there having been considerable rain, we were enabled to get 
her off, and had the satisfaction of tying up that night free from ~ 
snags or sand-bars, of which we had crossed several during the day. 
On the morning of the 9th, we cast off our lines, and without much 
further trouble passed down the river to within 5 miles of Gainesville, 
where we tied up for the night alongside of the Lizzie Davis, which 
had been to the fort and returned. On the morning of the 10th, we 
dropped down to Gainesville, where the Lizzie Davis took us in tow 
and started for the fort, picking up on the way Companies A, G, 
and H, who had been sent to assist us, arriving at the fort about 10 
o’clock on the morning of the 11th, having been out ten days. 

I wish.to say a word in favor of the officers and men under my 
command, and especially the officers who, during our severe trial in 
getting down the boat, and even when we were 55 miles from the 
fort without privisions and stuck fast on a bed of sunken logs, did 
not for an instant flag in their endeavors to get her off and make the 
expedition successful; and also of the officers of the Lizzie Davis, 
who did everything in their power to help us; and I cannot but think 
their presence in the river had a good effect upon the guerrillas, if 
there were any in the country, for had they attacked us they would 
haveegiven us a good deal of trouble. I find the proceeds of the 
expedition to be, on returning, 64 contrabands and one steam-boat. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 
MARTIN M. PULVER, 
Maj. Twentieth Infantry, Corps d’ Afrique, Comdg. EKexepdn, 
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eee ee CLARKSVILLE, April 4, 1864. ~ 
prised a guerrilla’s camp yesterday, killed 3, wounded 10, | 
aptured 19 horses, 5 Sharps carbines, 5 Enfield rifles, and lots of 
mall-arms, blankets, and saddles. The captain was killed. eae 
ee G. M. WAUGH, : 
ee ; Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Capt. E. D. Mason, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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APRIL 5, 1864,—Skirmish at Whiteley’s Mills, Ark. 


Report of Maj. James A. Melton, Second Arkansas Cavalry 
.. (Union). 


. ~- HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
| In the Field, April 10, 1864. . 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant, a 
_ scout of this regiment numbering 50 men, under Captain Orr, Com- 
_ pany C, and Lieutenant Bell, Company I, attacked the enemy under 
 Sissell, Cooper, Patton, and not unlikely Green, all chiefs of guer- 
' rilla bands, concentrated to the number of 250 men at Whiteley’s 
_ Mills, on the headwaters of Buffalo River. 
_ The enemy had been warned of the approach of Captain Orr, and 
had formed to receive him. They were partly mounted and partly 
_ dismounted. Captain Orr dashed into their camp: and twice broke 
_ their line of cavalry. After a fire of musketry of about two hours’ 
duration, the ammunition being nearly exhausted, Captain Orr with- 
drew, with the loss of Privates John H. Murry, Company F, killed, 
and Obed W. Patty, Company I,missing. Private Gustavus Bishop, 
of Company C, was wounded. The man missing had his horse shot 
dead under him, and is probably a prisoner, if not killed. The loss 
of the enemy has not been ascertained, beyond 1 wounded, The 
same day a detachment of 15 men, under Sergeant Jompany 
K, was sent out on a reconnaissance. The party, through some mis- 
understanding, divided into two squads, one of which (7 men in all) 
undertook to escort some refugee families they met within the line 
while the other squad moved in another direction. Those 7 men 
thought themselves comparatively secure, being but 3 or 4 miles 
from camp. Ata distance of less than 2 miles from camp the un- 
fortunate squad was charged and fired upon from the rear and Pri- 
vates Simeon Meek, William E. White, Company F, and Charles A. 
Dilda, of Company I, were killed or wounded (and since died) before 
they were aware of danger. The rest made their way safe intocamp. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. MELTON, 
Major, Comdg. Second Arkansas Cavalry. 


Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, . 
Comdg. District of Southwest Missourr, 


Poe — . ‘REPORTS. rapt oe 
No. 1.—Maj. John W. Rabb, Second Missouri Light Artillery. + 
No, 2.—Capt. Valentine Preuitt, First Missouri Cavalry. 

. : No. i. a 


_ Report of Maj. John W. Rabb, Second Missouri Light Artillery, — 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
New Madrid,-Mo., April 10, 1864. 
‘ Str: I have the honor to make the cs | report: During the 
-_ last three weeks the guerrillas have committed numerous depred 
- _ tions upon the inhabitants of the adjacent counties of geese: ae 
é Dunklin, and Pemiscot, as also those of this county. The cavalry — 
force at my disposal has, until quite lately, been so small, owing to — 
the fact that a majority of them were on veteran furlough, as to — 
preclude the possibility of my making any move which could reason= — 
ably be expected to be attended with success. Besides, the inhabit- - 
ants of the country are nearly all strong secession sympathizers, and — 
do not report until a day or two after they are robbed, and often not ~ 
at all, The country is filled up with deserters from the Confederate — 
army, some of the guerrilla bands being composed entirely of them, — 
I managed to find the camps of some of these bands, and determined — 
to make a vigorous effort to break them up. On the 5th-instant I ; 
ordered Captain Preuitt to move with all the available force of the 
First Missouri Cavalry (report inclosed). With about 200 men of — 
Companies H, I, and K, Second Missouri Artillery, I embarked on 
the steamer Silver Moon, at 11 p. m. of the 5th instant. At Bar- — 
field’s Point, Mississippi County, Ark., Tordered Capt. W. C. F. Mont- 
gomery, Company H, Second Missouri Artillery, with 100 men, to 
disembark, and march directly back from the river to Chickasawha 
Settlement on Pemiscot Bayou. I landed with the remainder of the 
Second Missouri Artillery (about 100 in number) at Osceola, 20 miles 
below where Captain Montgomery had landed. At this point I 
learned that a gang of guerrillas had just robbed the town. I im- 
mediately took up the line of march for the Pemiscot Bayou, at a 
point about 10 miles below where Captain Montgomery would strike 
it. I found a few mounted guerrillas on the road several times dur- 
ing the day, some 5 or 6 of whom were killed; the others escaped. — 
The road led through a swampy country, covered with thick cane 
and very heavy timber. The water averaged about 1 foot in depth, 
although at times the men were compelled to wade in it 3 feet deep. 
At dark we came to the first house, and I found that, after ae 
ing hard all day, we had made 12 miles. I there went into camp. 
A man living in the house, by the name of Mark Walker, informed 
me that, in common with all the inhabitants of that section, he was 
a rebel, and had a son in one of the guerrilla bands near there. 
From this man’s conversation I inferred that I would be attacked at 
daylight the next morning. I immediately posted my pickets, and 
after the men had eaten supper, stationed Company K, Second Mis- 
souri Artillery, about 75 strong, under Lieutenant Winfrey, in and 
around the house, I then stationed Company I, Second’ Missouri 
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the house. 


3% > me 
- Phillips and Orr, of the same company, were sleeping with their 

mén by a log where there had been a fire. I cautioned the men 
- against making a fire. 


darkness and rain So ep 2 without intermission all night. Hav- 
ing awakened about 3 o’clock in the morning, I held some conversa- 
tion with Lieutenant Phillips, and then laid down again, with my 
head resting on the root of a tree. I had been in this position only 
about five minutes, when a man within a few feet of me demanded 
of me to surrender the entire command. I answered negatively, in 
rather rough language, upon which he immediately fired on me with 
-ashotgun. I returned the fire with my revolver. At this the men 
_ sprang up with their arms, when the guerrillas, tothe number of about 
- 100, opened on us with shotguns and pistols, and as they were within 
_ 5or 10 feet of us, we had no alternative but to fight, notwithstand- 
' ing the great disadvantages under which we labored. The fight 
_ lasted some five minutes, when the rebels commenced to retreat. I 
_ then ordered my men to fall back to the house, after which the 
' rebels came up and carried off their dead and wounded. [I also re- 
_ moved mine tothe house. I felt that as it was impossible to see 5 
feet it would be folly for me to pursue them in the woods, and also 
felt confident that they would renew the attack at daybreak, but in 
this I was disappointed. I then buried Lieutenant Phillips, who was 
_ killed after being shot down three times, and left Sergeant Handy, 

who was mortally wounded, in the hands of the women of the 

house, who promised to bury him. I then started to join Captain 
- Montgomery, carrying my wounded on litters. The road lay through 

a very bad swamp for about 6 miles, yet the men cheerfully bore 
the fatigue of carrying their wounded comrades, and think that it 
was the most laborious march I ever made. After procestirs in this 
way some 6 miles, I found some teams and pressed them to conve 
the wounded. Inclosed I send a list* of the killed and wounded. 
Of the loss of the enemy I can form no correct estimate. The ground 
was covered with blood, and a large number of guns and pistols 
were picked up in the morning. : 

I was joined by Captain Montgomery, with his command, on the 
evening of the 7th, and on the morning of the 8th we marched to a 
point a few miles above Barfield’s Point, where we embarked on the 
steamer Darling, arriving at this post about 11 p. m., on the 8th. 
The wounded have been well cared for, and will in all probability 
recover. Captain Montgomery’s command while detached had no 

eneral engagement; he lost no men either killed or wounded, but 
Killed some 6 or 7 guerrillas. 

I cannot speak too highly of the energy and perseverance of the 
men of my command, dis played on this fatiguing march, nor of the 
desperate courage with which they met and repelled a fierce night 
attack made by overwhelming numbers of confident desperadoes, 
The question may occur as how they managed to elude the pickets. 
This can only be answered by the fact that they were thoroughly 

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 officer and 2 men killed, and 1 officer and 6 men 
wounded, 
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place for the night with the men of Company I. Lieutenants ~ 


Shortly after it commenced raining and became very dark, the — 
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by rebel sympathizers, citizens of influence, that it is the intention — 


of Colonels McGee, Kitchen, Clark, and Freeman to make a co 


bined attack on this post; but this I do not fear, as with the com- 
mand here I think I can repel any force which they can bring to — 
bear. They may attack the town for plunder, but I give them the ~ 
credit for better judgment than to make an attack on the fort. I 


think that the only way that these bands can be successfully operated 


against is to send out a heavy cavalry force from Cape Girardeau — 
and Bloomfield, going down between Little .River and the Saint ~ 
Francis, at the same time a co-operating force of cavalry from this — 
post to move down on this side of Little River. You will notice — 
that one of the inclosed orders is dated at the Blue Cane. This is 
a dense canebrake, in the center of which is one of the rebel camps. | 
They ‘here have a store supplied with stolen goods, a distillery, sev- 
eral houses, and a large amount of stock. I think the restrictions — 
on shipping goods to this section should be more severe, as IJ am led — 
to believe that the rebels receive half of their supplies from pro- ~ 
fessed good and loyal merchants. : 

The three companies of the First Missouri Cavalry stationed here 
are very poorly mounted. To be effective, they should have at least 
50 new horses. The proper requisition was made some two months 
ago, but the Cavalry Bureau has failed to furnish them. I will send — 
to Saint Louis on the first boat all the guerrilla prisoners that can 
be convicted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. RABB, 
Major Second Missouri Artillery, Comdg. Post. 
Brig. Gen. THomas Ewing, Jr., 
Commanding District of Saint Lowis. 


MAIR), ) ibis er eetue 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Valentine Prewitt, First Missouri Cavalry. 


New Maprip, Mo., April 11, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report to you the particulars of a scout of 
Companies G, K, and M, of the First Missouri Cavalry, commanded 
by myself, Pursuant to orders received, I started upon the morning 
of the 6th instant ; marched 45 miles ; camped until daylight. About 
dark upon the 6th, my advance came upon two noted guerrillas, 
known as a part of Bulge Powell’s gang. They were chased by 


* Not found. 


Wright, Company G, and one of them killed, who proved _ 
be the Sees a Basel: Next morning I took the vine oF ; 
arch at daylight ; crossed the swamp and Little River about noon, 
rested here awhile, then proceeded. After having marched one- 
quarter of a mile, I very suddenly came upon a squad of guerrillas, 
25 in number. I charged and immediately routed them, killing 12 
and taking 5 prisoners, I have reason to believe that some wounded 
escaped in the swamps. The evening of the 7th, I camped 5 miles 
from Hornersville. The morning of the 8th, took up the line of. 

march, traveled 35 miles and camped at Clarkton. The morning of 
the 9th, started again, and Resa S at camp early. 

_ My loss was, in killed, none ; 3 men wounded—Francis Lilly, Com- 

pany M, Thomas Kelly, Company M, and George F. Hammond, 
ompany K, very slightly. One man, formerly a resident in that 

country, deserted, taking his arms and leaving his arms [sic]. My 

‘men are deserving the greatest credit for their conduct in the engage- 

ment, as are all the officers engaged. 

‘ I have the honor, sir, to remain, your humble servant, 

-. ALENTINE PREUITT, 

, Capt. Co. M., Comdg. 3d Battalion, First Missouri Cav. Vols. 


_ Major Rass, 
Commanding at New Madrid. 
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APRIL 6, 1864.—Affair at Prairie Du Rocher, Ill. 


Report of Capt. Henry B. Milks, Third Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


FARMINGTON, Mo., April 9, 1864. 


CoLonEL : I have the honorto report that in accordance with orders 
received from you to go to Illinois to arrest certain guerrillas and 
horse thieves, I left Farmington on the 5th of April with 18 men 
and proceeded to Saint Genevieve, where I found the ferry-boat out of 
order. I sent some men up the river several miles where they found 
a flat-boat, which, after working all night on, we succeeded in cross- 
ing the river next morning. Immediately on landing I arrested 
Landon Green, a guerrilla, one of Hilderbrand’s men. Proceeding 
2 miles farther, at Carr’s farm I arrested 3 other guerrillas. I then 
charged on Prairie Du Rocher, where I found the notorious John 
Hiley and his gang, who made for the bluffs in rear of the town, 
where they tooka stand. After a short and spirited fight we drove 
them from the bluff, killing Hiley and 2 others. The balance fled, and 
knowing the country succeeded in making their escape. We had only 
1 man wounded. On my way back to the river 1 of the prisoners 
attempting to escape was shot. by the guard. I returned to Farm- 
ington on the 7th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. MILKS, 
Capt., Third Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


Lieutenant-Colonel HERDER, 
Commanding Post, Pilot Knob, Mo. 
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mbalie MILKS) i602 2°" Oe aes oe a ee 
= Cap Cav., Mo. 'State Militia (through headquarters Pilot Knob, Mo. 
Sir: [have received your report of expedition to Prairie Du Roe 
on which you were sent by Lieutenant-Colonel Herder ; it was high]; 
 -guecessful, and you are entitled to great credit for it. Iam appl 
to for explanation as to alleged outrages committed by the troo 
under your command at Prairie Du Rocher, and forreturn of t! 
guns and horses alleged to have been taken by them there. -Repor 


t th bject. 
at once on the sub) THOMAS EWING, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


APRIL 6-7, 1864.—Skirmishes on the Arkansas River and near Prairie 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Army, commanding District of South- 
west Missouri. i 
. No. 2.—Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 3 


NOs: 3 


Report of Brig. Gen. John B, Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of Southwest Missouri. 


: 3 

: SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 9, 1864. 

Colonel Judson, commanding District of Frontier, Department of 

Arkansas, telegraphs that 500 Missourians from the rebel army — 

crossed the Arkansas on the 6th and 7th. We lost 6 men in skir- — 

mishing with them. Colonel Harrison lost 9 men killed, 20 miles ~ 

from Fayetteville, night before last. Both officers make earnest ap-_ 

lications for troops. I cannot spare them, and have fears that their — 

forces may get into the State and do immense damage to the farm- 

ing interests. JI can and will send some force to attack them in a 

few days. It is with the greatest difficulty that troops can be moved — 
through the country for want of forage. 

JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


yA 


Major-General ROSECRANS. 


No. 2. 


Report of. Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry 
(Union). 


FAYETTEVILLE, April 8, 1864. 
GENERAL : Last evening Lyon’s gang, 22 strong, charged upon our 
corral-keepers near Prairie Grove, and killed every man, 9 in num- 
ber. I have sent Major Galloway and Captain Strong with 25 men 


5 
$ 


_ Brigadier-General SanBorn. 


pursuit. ‘These rebels make threats that in one week oe will 2 
f you 


PORT HUDSON, 
have men enough to serve Fayetteville in the same manner. = 
send+100 well-mounted men down here in a few days let them report 

o me for orders, and I will give them active work for a few days. 
Bratt _M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
Colonel, Commanding. - 


APRIL 7, 1864.—Skirmishes near Port Hudson, La. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Capt. James Barnes, Twenty-first New York Battery. 


No. 1. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. George L. Andrews, U. S. Army. 


Port Hupson, LA., April 8, 1864. 
Sir: Yesterday, our line being down between this post and Baton. 
Rouge, 100 cavalry, under Captain Shaw, and a piece of artillery, 
without caisson, from the Twenty-first New York Baiicre, were sent 
out to protect the repair of the line. About 8 miles from this post 
they were attacked by a very large force of the enemy under Colonel 


_ Powers, and obliged to fall back, which they did in good order until 


within about 14 or 2 miles of the post, where they were again sud- 
denly attacked by a large body of rebel cavalry, which had come in 
on the Springfield Landing road, driving in our pickets. In the mélée 
which followed the rebels succeeded in capturing the gun ; most of 
our men escaped, A strong force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery 
was sent out with all possible promptness, but too late to impede the 
enemy in his rapid retreat. Our loss is, cavalry, 5 wounded, includ- 
ing a lieutenant, 9 missing; artillery, 7 men missing, 1 gun and 
8 horses. JI am of the opinion that the affair was as well managed 
on our part as circumstances would permit ; that our loss was less by 
far than was to be expected under such circumstances, and that the 
wonder is that with so small a cavalry force it has been porn to 
keep open 25 miles of telegraph line on a route so exposed, with the 
eat superiority of the enemy in cavalry, without much more serious 
isasters. The loss of the rebels is not known, although several are 
reported to have been shot by our cavalry in the affair. I learn from 
contrabands that General Wirt Adams was in Jackson yesterday 
with 800 men, I think the rebels had about 600 in the affair of yes- 
terday. The present line from here to Baton Rouge being greatly 
exposed, LE would recommend that it be transferred to the other side 
of the river along the levee, where most of the distance we would be 
able to reach the line from a steamer, and where the force of the 
enemy is now quite small. If this course is not taken it will be 
indispensable that I should have more cavalry. A fuller report will 


be sent per mail. : 
GEO. L. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Post. 


Lieut. Col. R. B. Irwin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, New Orleans, 


~ Coronet: I have the honor to report that on the 7th insta: 
telegraph line between this post and Baton Rouge having ceased t 
wore a repairer was sent out to repair the line, with an escort of 10 
cavalry under the command of Cae Shaw, of the One hundre 
and eighteenth Illinois Mounted Infantry, and one gun, without ca 
son, from the Twenty-first New York Battery, in charge of Seco 
Lieutenant Potts. This detachment proceeded about 8 miles fr: 
this post on the Baton Rouge road, when it was attacked by an _ 
overwhelming force of the rebel cavalry, and obliged to fall back, 
which was done in good order until the detachment was within 1} or ~ 
2 miles of the fortifications, when it was again suddenly attacked in— 
flank by the rebels, who had sent a party in on the Springfield Land-— 
ing road, driving in our cavalry outposts. In the mélée which fol-— 
lowed, the rebels succeeded in capturing the gun; most of the — 
detachment escaped. Our loss is as follows: Cavalry, One hundred ~ 
and eighteenth Illinois, 1 lieutenant and I enlisted man wounded, -6 — 
enlisted men missing; Third Illinois, 3 enlisted men wounded, 3 
enlisted men missing; total, 5 wounded (1 since died), 9 missing, — 
Artillery, 7 enlisted men missing, 6 horses, 1 piece without caisson ; — 
aggregate loss, 5 wounded, 16. missing, 6 horses, 1 gun. Iam of the — 
opinion that the affair was as well conducted on our part by Captain 
Shaw. as circumstances would permit ; that our loss was small under ~ 
the circumstances ; that the result is one that was to be feared — 
_ with so small a cavalry force asI now have, with a line of 28 miles — 
of telegraph on this side of the river, and at least as much on the 
other side to maintain. 

The force of the enemy is estimated at from 600 to 800 men in the 
affair of yesterday. Several of them were known to be shot in the — 
action, but their tons is unknown. A strong force of infantry and — 
artillery, with the little remaining cavalry available, was sent out to 
support the detachment with all possible dispatch, but was too late 
to do any good. A portion of my cavalry force had been employed 
on the west bank in protecting the construction of the line to the — 
mouth of Red River. 

If Iam to maintain the telegraph line as it now is, an additional 
cavalry force will be indispensable. I would, however, respectfully 
recommend that the telegraph line from Port Hudson to Baton 
Rouge be transferred to the west bank of the river along the levee. 
The force of the enemy now on that side does not, I am informed, 
exceed 130 men, and in the present position of our forces in Western 
Louisiana can be probably dispersed. The new location of the line 
will bring it within reach of a steamer, enabling me to support the 
cavalry with infantry and artillery if necessary, without involving 
fatiguing marches. There is already a line on the other side of the 
river, which I presume I shall have to maintain. 

It is desirable that the cavalry force at this post be increased if 
practicable. I am urging the preparation of another brigade of in- 
fantry for the field. 

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE L. ANDREWS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. R. B. Irwin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MISHES NEAR PORT HUDSON, LA. 879 
ON tS eee 


James Barnes, Twenty-first New York Battery. ‘ . 7 


rt of Capt. 


A ae _ Port Hupson, La., April 8, 1864. _ 
_ GENERAL: [have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
7th instant the following order was received by me: is Se 
: ae; ; HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forces, ; : 
as 3 Port Hudson, La., April 7, 1864. ¢ 
‘Captain BaRNzs, 
- Twenty-first New York Battery: 3 


_ Sir: You will detail a proper detachment with one gun to report to Colonel Fonda 
“3 immediately. 
_ By command Brigadier-General Andrews : 
‘ C. B. GASKILL, ; 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The above was indorsed on the back of the following : 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Port Hudson, April 7, 1864. 
Capt. CHARLES B. GASKILL 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


_ __ CAPTAIN: I have ordered 100 men to go with the telegraph repairer, and would 
like one gun to accompany the expedition. 
. Respectfull 


’ 


i 
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JOHN G. FONDA, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


In accordance with the above order, I sent one piece, with a detach- 
ment consisting of 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 7 cannoneers, 2 horse 
holders, and 3 drivers, under the command of Second Lieut. George 
Potts. The caisson was not sent: The gun was drawn by 6 horses, 
The 2 corporals and 1 cannoneer were onthe limber. The remainder 
were mounted. The detachment left camp at 8 a. m. 

From Lieutenant Potts I learn the following particulars: The 
cavalry and our detachment, all in command of Captain Shaw, One 
hundred and eighteenth [linois Mounted Infantry, had reached a 
point on the Baton Rouge road about 2 miles below Plains Store, 
when a small body of mounted rebels was seen on the road below, 
apparently awaiting our advance. The gun was unlimbered and a 
shell thrown at them, upon which they retired into the woods on the 
left of the road. A couple of shells were thrown into the woods, 
when an order to advance the piece was given. After advancing 
about 200 yards one of our lead horses was shot. The team was 
taken out, but before the gun could be brought to bear our cavalry 
came rushing back crying, ‘‘ Retreat!” Our forces retreated as fast 
as possible, followed by the rebels to Plains Store. At this point 
the rebels left the main road and struck into the woods to the left. 
When our troops had arrived within a couple of miles of Port Hud- 
son the rebels again charged upon them from the woods close upon 
our left. The cavalry, after partially forming, broke and fled before 
the gun could be brought to bear, and it was thus left without any 
support. Our men with the gun attempted to follow the cavalry 
across an open field to the right, but the field was rough, the ground 
heavy from recent rains, and the horses exhausted with their rapid 
pace for several miles. After a short, sharp chase the gun was sur- 
rounded and 7 of our men captured. Our loss is as follows: Corpls, 


and the harness of same ; 2 revolvers, 2 sabers, &c. It is not kn 
~ whether any of the men were wounded. ; ‘258 


at command went out, and I accompanied them with asection of 


reach. 


a 
cx 


ter, Alonzo Dunhi : 
yhn Walker missing ;_one 3-Inch rifled gu x 
uipments ; 50 rounds of ammunition for same ; 6 


As soon as information reached the post the small force of caval: 


battery. On reaching the vicinity of the place where the gun w: | 
lost I shelled the woods, and when the infantry oe came up 
pursuit was undertaken, but the rebel force h etired beyo: 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
os ene % Y°TAMES BARNES, 
Capt., Comdg. Twenty-first New York Battery. — 

Brig. Gen. R. ARNOLD; 
Chief of Artillery, Department of the Gulf. ae 


APRIL 7 and 15, 1864.—Skirmishes at the foot of the Sierra Bonita and at . 
Spencer’s Ranch, near Presidio del Norte, N. Mex. — = 


=i 
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Abstract from Record of Events on returnof the District of Arizona — 
: . for April, 1864. : 


March 27.—A detachment of 26 enlisted men of Company F and — 
20 enlisted men of Company I, Fifth California Volunteer Infantry, — 
and 10 enlisted men of Company ©, First California Volunteer Cay- — 
alry, under command of Capt. James H. Whitlock, Fifth California — 
Volunteer Infantry, left Camp Mimbres, N. Mex., in pursuit of a — 
band of Indians, and overtook them on the 7th instant at the foot of — 
the Sierra Bonita. Killed, after a short engagement, 21 Apache In- 
dians and captured 45 head of stock ; no casualties on our side. Z 

Apri 3.—Captain French, with a detachment of 25 men of Com- 

any A, First California Volunteer Cavalry, proceeded to Fort — 
avis and Presidio del Norte, on the Rio Grande. 

April 15.-—He surprised at Spencer’s Ranch, opposite Presidio del 
Norte, a Texas spy and scouting party, commanded by Captain Skill- 
man, and after a sharp but short conflict he routed them entirely. 
Captain Skillman and 2 men were killed, 2 mortally wounded, and 4 
taken PEROT and 5 horses and 4 mules captured ; no casualties on 
our side, 


APRIL 8-28, 1864.—Expedition from Denver, Colo., to the Republican River, 
Kans, 


Report of Lieut. George 8. Eayre, McLain’s Independent Colorado 
Battery. 


Camp WELD, CoLo. TErR., April 23, 1864. 
Sir: Ihave the honor herewith to submit the following report : 
Agreeably to Special Orders, No, —, dated Camp Weld, Colo. Ter., 
April 7, 1864, I reported to headquarters District of Colorado for 


te = 


<x 3 bans = < es 
E. ived instructions to proceed with a detachment of 
in pursuit of some cattle Pe rine to have been stolen by 
Cheyenne Indians. Absence of transportation prevented my 
; ng until the 8th instant, when, at 4 p. m., my command, con- 
isting of 54 men _and two 12-pounder mountain howitzers of Inde-— 
pendent Battery Colorado Volunteer Artillery, Lieutenant Burdsal 
_ commanding, and 26 men of Company D, First Cavalry of Colorado, 
Lieutenant Phillips commanding, was put in motion. On the 9th, 
~ I encam on Running Creek, 30 miles southeast from Denver, at 
_ which camp Lieutenant Burdsal was recalled and Lieutenant Beach 
took command, agreeably to special orders dated headquarters 
Camp Weld, April 9, 1864, On the 11th, I camped on Beaver Creek, 
_ 80 miles southeast from Denver, where I was joined by one Routh 
Z Shee had been herding the stolen cattle) in the capacity of guide. 
On the 12th, I crossed the dividing ridge between the waters of: the 
_ Platte and Arkansas and encamped on the Big Sandy, aconfluent of . 
g the latter. Forced to remain in camp on the 13th from a prevailing % 
_ snow-storm. On the 14th, moved 20 miles down Sandy and encamped, 
_ having at this point struck a broad and distinct Indian trail directly 
northwest, evidently having with them, from the numerous tracks, 
- at least 100 head of cattle. I followed this trail on the 15th until I 
- reached the headwaters of the Republican, a tributary of the Kansas 
- River, when I was informed by one of my scouts that an Indian vil- 
lage was on a defile about 1 mile in advance of me. I immediately 
halted my command and dispatched Lieutenant Phillips with 2 men 
_ to make inquiry of the Indians in relation to the stolen cattle. Ten 
minutes had not elapsed after their departure when one of the men 
- came galloping up and informed me that the squaws wereall mounted 
and leaving the village and that the warriors were approaching the 
command. I immediately put the column in motion, and when pass- 
ing through a defile an Indian was descried standing about 50 yards 
fromthe command. I ordered 2 men to take him prisoner and bring 
him to me, and while advancing so to do, the Indian shot 1 of the 
men Begun! the body, inflicting a very dangerous if not a mortal 
wound, 
At this point I ordered the artillery back to the transports, the 
nature of the ground being such as to prohibit its farther advance, 
and divided my forces into squads of 10 men each, with instructions 
to scour the country for a distance of 10 miles. Taking 3 men with 
me I proceeded to the village and found it entirely deserted, but 
containing immense supplies of beef and buffalo, dried and packed 
in the manner peculiar to the Indians; also a quantity of undressed 
buffalo robes, cooking utensils, powder, lead, beads, and all the par- 
aphernalia of a completely supplied Indian village, all of which I 
burned, except such articles essential for the use of the command, 
and encamped upon the ground. On the 15th, I continued my course 
northwest. During the day my transportation animals, which had 
been showing evident signs of exhaustion for four days past, almost 
entirely failed, 1 mule dropping dead in the harness and others lying 
down. I was compelled at all ravines to attach arope to the tongue 
and draw the wagons over by hand, but succeeded in getting 15 
miles, when, coming to another village which had been deserted but 
a short time, I encamped and sent squads in pursuit on the trail, 
After following about 4 miles robes, dried meats, lodges, lodge poles, 
and all the various articles found at a first-class village were found 
strewn along the trail, and ascertaining that the Indians had gone 
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down the Republican the returned, “Dr 
head of cattle, which the guide identified as a 
- which had been stolen. On-the morning of the 16th, I wen 
party and collected and burned all the property which the Indiar 
~ had thrown away in their hasty flight. My transportation con 
sisted of ten Espenchied’s iron-axle freighters, weight 2,000 pounds 
each, and the condition of my mules were such that it was impos 
ple to follow with it, and the entire absence of grass forbade me f 
lowing ‘with my horses without some forage. I therefore deemed 
prudent to return at once to Denver, make this report, and submit | 
the following: That the Cheyenne Indians are the ones who stole | 
the cattle ; that they meditate hostilities against the whites, from the | 
. fact of their having first fired upon the command; that they are- 
z now encamped upon the Republican, some 200 miles east of Denver ; 
that the distance can be greatly lessened by going other than the 
usually traveled route; that light thimble-skein wagons are best — 
: adapted to transport supplies through that portion of the country, — 
; With these suggestions and an ardent desire, the district com- 
mander approving, to be ordered on a similar expedition, : 
T am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. 8. EAYRE, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Detachment in che Field. 
Col. J. M. CHIvineTon, 
Commanding District of Colorado. 


APRIL 11, 1864.—Affair in Chariton County, Mo. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel M. Draper, Ninth Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry. 


Macon, April 13, 1864. 

GENERAL: In obedience to your telegram of the 8th irstant, in- 
forming me of the robbery at Brookfield, I dispatched Sergt. Thomas 
J. Westly in charge of a squad at Laclede, 

He started immediately on receipt of my dispatch in pursuit. He 
came up with the gang Monday night about 9 o’clock, in Chariton 
County ; at the first fire our men killed 1 horse, the gang dispersed, 
and our men pursued. Two of them were run into Elk Creek, which 
was swimming for horses, and they may be drowned. He captured 
3 prisoners, viz, William Hickman, William Hines, Jackson Bazier 
all desperate men and noted bushwhackers. The first took the oath 
at Carrollton last summer, was guide for a party of guerrillas who 
robbed every Union man on Porche’s Prairie, Sunday night last, and 
shot one John Smith, a German, and discharged soldier of my regi- 
ment, Hines was wounded by some of my men ina fight last J une, 
Bazier was a member of Holtsiclves’ gang of guerrillas. Hines was 
in the gang that shot Smith. With them were captured 5 horses 
several recognized as having been stolen, 6 double-barreled shot- 
guns, 3 Colt revolvers, 3 Federal overcoats, 2 uniform coats, and 1 
Government saddle. The sergeant had 4 soldiers and 7 citizens 
with him. He acted with great promptness and deserves much 
credit. 

DAN. M. DRAPER, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commandi 
< ; Cl mmanding. 
Brig. Gen, C. B, Fisk. x 


"APRIL 12, 1804 shirmih scar Fremont 
Dacre: : REPORTS. 


"No. 1.—Capt. George L, Sanborn, First Colorado Cavalry. 
Yo, 2,—Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Colorado Cavalry. 


a Wher be . 
= Reports of Capt. George L. Sanborn, First Colorado Cavalry. 


i... Camp Sanporn, April 12, 1864. 
_ Sir: Receiving information from W. D. Ripley, of the Bijou, that 
the Indians had been taking stock and committing depredations on the 
ranchmen on that creek, I this morning sent Lieutenant Dunn, with 
40 men of Companies H and C, to recover the stock, also to take from 
them their fire-arms and bring the depredators to this camp. This 
_ evening anexpressman arrived from Lieutenant Dunn, whostates that 
_ after a hard ride they came up with a party of some 15 or 20 Indians, 
_ who, on seeing the soldiers approach, drew up in line of battle and 
$ 


made all preparations for a fight, but finally sent forward one of their 
party to shake hands, and at the same time began to drive their 
stock back into the bluffs. They soon all came up and wished to 
shake hands. Lieutenant Dunn then demanded the stock and com- 
menced disarming the Indians, when they turned and ran, turnin 
and firing, wounding 4 of Lieutenant Dunn’s party, 2 mortally aie 
2 severely. Lieutenant Dunn had previously divided his party, 
sending a part of them across the country to intercept the Indians, 
and at the time of the skirmish had with him but 15 men. This 
much I have learned from the messenger verbally. 

The skirmish occurred on the north side of the Platte, 3 miles be- 
low Fremont’s Orchard. The Indians were going north. It will be 
well to telegraph to Laramie that they may be ready, for this may be 
the signal of the uprising. Excuse my suggestion ; will send an ex- 
pressman with further news as soon as we get it. 

Lieutenant Dunn has just arrived and reports that none of the 
men were killed ; reat of the Indians were seen to fall from their 
horses, but being freshly mounted, succeeded in getting them away, 
as the horses ridden by Lieutenant Dunn’s men were tired by their 
long hunt after the Indians, having traveled nearly 80 miles. Lieu- 
tenants Dunn and Chase will proceed in the morning on their trail. 
I have sent for Gerry to act as guide, also to McWade to hurry for- 
ward our arms. These Indians were armed with a rifle, a Colt re- 
volver, and bows and arrows each, and were evidently on the war-path, 
as they did not talk anything but fight. Send down at least 8,000 
more cartridges for the carbines for this command. 

Major Downing was here when the information was received and 
fully concurs in the action taken. 

I am, sir, in haste, yours, respectfully, 
GEO. L. SANBORN, 
Captain, First Colorado Cavalry, Commanding. 
Col. Jonn M. CHIVINGTON, 
Commanding District of Colorado. 


P. §.—Lieutenant Dunn says ey represented themselves (the In- 
dians) to be Cheyennes; they also had carbine pistols. ae tie 


own for 2 of the 
and I think they will not reco 
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at the time of the fight and the tired state of the horses, is to be laid 
the fact that every Indian of the party was not killed or taken pris- 


oner. Lieutenants Dunn and Chase are on the route, having started | 
at 7 this morning, with Gerry as guide, to take the trail; they have 


four days’ rations ; shall keep a strong picket out up and down the 
Platte to protect the route and ranchmen. 
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. L. SANBORN, 
Captain, First Colorado Cavalry, Commanding. 
Col. Joun M. CHIVINGTON, 
Commanding District of Colorado. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Clark Dunn, First Colorado Cavalry. 


Camp SANBORN, Colo. Ter., April 18, 1864. 
In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 9, dated headquarters Camp 
- Sanborn, April 12, 1864, to take from the Indians stock consisting 
of horses stolen by them from ranchmen in the vicinity of Camp 
Sanborn, &c., started at daylight, crossing the Platte, dividing my 
command, and searching the bluffs on the south side a greater part of 
the day, till about 3 p. m. I discovered their trail running in north- 
westerly direction toward the Platte River, when, about 4 p. m., on 
coming out of the sand hills, I discovered the Indians on the north 
side of the river, evidently intending to steal a herd of horses and 
- mules grazing near Fremont’s Orchard, which belonged to the quar- 
master at Denver. Though during the day my command had 
marched about 75 miles over sandy hills, deep ravines, and most of 
the time without water, the whole country being an arid waste, I 
immediately ordered the gallop and soon intercepted them from the 
herd, when, upon approaching them, I discovered a herd of horses 
which they detached men to drive into the sand hills toward the 
north, and placed themselves in a threatening attitude. When near 
enough to speak to them, Mr. Ripley, a ranchman, who had lost all 
the stock he had, andjwho had informed us of their,depredations, said 
that they were the Indians, and pointing to the herd said there was 
his stock. Feeling the great responsibility that was resting upon me 
and not desiring to bring about an Indian war by being the first 
aggressor, I dismounted, walked forward to meet their chief. and 
tried to obtain the stock without any resort to violence. After re- 
questing the chief to return the stock, who replied only by a scorn- 


4 ould be compelled to disarm his party, a 
me time reaching forward as if to take the arms from Be 
adians, when they immediately commenced firing. I ordere 
men to return the fire, and after a short time they fled, and 
ued them about 15 miles, when, finding that my horses woul 
‘soon be worthless in the pursuit, I started toward Camp Sanborn, 
which I reached toward midnight, when, obtaining fresh horses and. 
Mr. Gerry for a guide, whose experience for twenty-five years withthe 
Indians we deemed invaluable, I started again at daylight, follow- 
_ ing the trail till about noon, when it commenced storming violently, 
snowing and blowing, till the hills appeared to be wrapped in one 
volume of dust; still I pursued the trail. Though before the storm it 
_ had become almost obliterated, it now soon became totally so, when, 
being unable to discover any further indication of their course, by — 
the advice of my guide I turned toward, about sunset, and reached ' 
_ camp before daylight the next morning. . 

My command with me and engaged in the skirmish with the In-. 

dians numbered only 15 men, of whom 4 men were wounded, 2 mor-. 
tally and 2severely. My men were armed with the Whitney pistol,, 
caliber .36, and sabers. The Indians were about 25 strong when the: 
skirmish commenced and were re-enforced by about 20 more. They 
were all well armed with rifles, navy and dragoon pistols, and the 
carbine pistol, carrying an ounce ball, besides their bows and arrows.. 
My men during the engagement behaved with great coolness, andi 
evinced a degree of courage deserving more than ordinary credit. 
If my horses had been fresh, Iam confident that this band would 
never again have troubled the settlers in this vicinity. 

Thave not yet been able to learn to what tribe these Indians belong, 
though their lances, shields, bows, and arrows which were left upon 
the field are said by those most intimate with the Indians’ character 
to be such as are used by the Cheyennes, though their peculiar 
method of traveling is not at all likethem. We omitted to mention 
that we killed some 8 or 10 of the Indians and wounded about 12 or 
15 more. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CLARK DUNN, 
Second Lieut., First Colorado Cavalry, Comdg. Detach. 
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APRIL 12-13, 1864.—Expedition up Matagorda Bay, Tex. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John A, McClernand, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Pass Cavallo, Tex., April 15, 1864. 


CoLoNEL : I am directed by Major-General McClernand to report. 
that the transport Zephyr, with two guns, and the gun-boat Estrella, 
each with a company of infantry, left here on the 12th instant, under 
orders from these headquarters to sail up Matagorda Bay and gain 
information respecting the movements of two vessels seen inside the 
peninsula, On approaching the Matagorda reef the gun-boat Carr 
and the armed schooner Buckhart, two rebel vessels, were seen on 
the other side of the reef. Shots were exchanged, without any other 
effect than temporarily to drive the rebel gunners from their guns. . 


Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL GALDWELL, BS 
: Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Lieut. Col. R. B. IRw1n, : ~ ae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 13, 1864.—Skirmish on Spring River, near Smithville, Ark. 


Report of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, com- 
- manding District of Northeastern Arkansas. 
z BATESVILLE, ARK., April 16, 1864. 
Magor: I have the honor to report thata scout under command 
of Major Pace, Eleventh Regiment Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, on 
the 13th instant encountered a party of 40 of the enemy about 8 
miles west of Smithville, on Spring River, charging and routing 
them. Enemy’s loss, 5 killed and 7 captured. No casualties on our 
side. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Col. First Regt. Nebraska Cav. Vet. Vols., Comdg. Dist. 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of Arkansas. 


APRIL 13-14, 1864.—Skirmishes at and near Richland Creek, Ark. 
Report of Col. John E. Phelps,“Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
In the Field, April 23, 1864. 

GENERAL : I have the honor to forward the following, condensed 
from a report of Major Murphy, of date the 18th instant, and came 
to hand yesterday : Captain Turner, Sixth Missouri State Militia, at 
the above date arrived at Yellville from a reconnaissance on Rich- 
land. The 13th instant he had attacked acamp of 63 rebels and 
routed them completely ; one Captain Watkins and 4 others were 
killed, several were wounded, and 1 made prisoner. 

The next day two or three of the guerrilla bands gathered together 
to the numberof 100 or more, under Captains Love and Cordelle. 


Po) 


rdelle was killed, and 2 others wounc 
tion he collected, one Colonel Lewis is on Sylamore. 
or 300 men, poorly armed and equipped, probably recruiting 
lesigns to go to Missouri soon on a recruiting tour. Captain 
Turner had captured 8 horses and mules and some 7 stand of arms, 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
oe JOHN E.-PHELPS, ~- 29 
Colonel Second Arkansas Cav., Comdg. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, 
 Comdg. District of Southwest Missouri. 


pif. 
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‘APRIL 14-18, 1864.—Expedition from Camp Sanborn, Colo., to Beaver 
_ Creek, Kans. 


Report of Ineut. Clark Dunn, First Colorado Cavalry. 


Camp SANBORN, Coo. TER., April 18, 1864. 


In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 11, dated headquarters Camp 
Sanborn, April 14, 1864, ordering me to pursue the Indians commit- 
. ting depredations on the Platte, &c., at 12 o’clock Thursday night, 
_ April 14, 1864, I started from Camp Sanborn, being about twenty 
' minutes from the time of receiving the order, with Lieutenant Chase 
and 30 men of Companies C and H, went to Bijou Ranch, then to 

Dry Creek, and finally to the Junction Ranch, where the stock had 
_ been stolen, when, learning their course and procuring a guide, we 
' soon discovered their trail, and about noon reached the ranch on 
_ Beaver Creek, where some ranchmen were supposed to have been 

murdered. Found no dead, nor any indication of there having been 
a struggle. Toward night we recovered about 40 head of cattle, and 
after securing which we followed the trail in a southeasterly direc- 
tion, up the left fork of Beaver Creek to its headwaters, where, 
about 4 o’clock the following morning, we reached a point where 
the Indians had camped about two days before, when my guide 
(Asbreuft) informed me that the Indians must have gone to the 
Arkansas River, as the trail was at least 15 miles too far up Beaver 
Creek to strike the Republican, and, as they were evidently traveling 
at the rate of 60 miles a day, I considered that before we could reach 
them they would be on the Arkansas River, and probably in the 
camp of their tribe, among whom it would be impossible to identify 
them; and not having sufficient rations with us to last another day, 
while two days’ constant riding had greatly exhausted our animals, 
we, with great regret, were compelled to return to Camp Sanborn. 
Lieutenant Chase and the men of Companies C and _H, though com- 
pelled to remain constantly in the saddle for sixty hours, marching 
about 250 miles, with regret relinquished the pursuit. Too much 
credit cannot be awarded them. 

In pursuing the Indians we have experienced great difficulty in 

learning to what tribe they belonged, though every evidence in our 

yossession goes to prove that they are Cheyennes from the Arkansas 

River. Great difficulty has been experienced in not having pack 

saddles; this is now about being remedied, as we learn that there 
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_ remain, yours,very respectfu yy mF 
Second Lieut. , First Colorado Cavalry, Comdg. 


APRIL 15, 1864.—Skirmish near Baton Rouge, La. = 
Report of Brig. Gen. P. St. George Cooke, U. SArmy. = 

= Baton Rovuas, April 16, 1864—10.20 a. m. 

Information was received of the enemy approaching to attack thi 


place yesterday. A scout of 50, however, drové an equal number a 
far as 20 miles yesterday afternoon. Reports state 2,000 rebel in 


_ fantry have crossed the Atchafalaya back of Morganza; they can 


cross the Mississippi at eases unless gun-boats are sent up. 
companies Illinois cavalry arrived mounted. 

P. ST. G. COOKE, = 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. ~~ 


Maj. J. LEVERING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 15-20, 1864.—Operations in the Indian Territory. 


Report of Col. William A. Phillips, Third Indian Home Guard, 
commanding Indian Brigade. 


Fort Gipson, C. N., April 21, 1864. 

Sir: General Orders, No. 14, was received yesterday, and on same 
day the order relieving General Blunt and placing us in Department 
of Arkansas. I communicate matters that may concern your com- 
mand. I hope there has been no stoppage of the supply train ; if - 
there has we shall starve. 

The day before yesterday a scout of the enemy from the Choctaw 
Nation swung in on my left and crossed the river, 15 miles southeast, 
6 or 7 miles from Mackey’s Lick. I sent out one party of infantry, 
under Capt. White Catcher, to watch the fords, and sent two parties, 
one under my adjutant, Gallaher, and one under Captain Anderson, 
in pursuit. The stock was ponies borrowed from the women, or 
pressed—everything that could be got. Adjutant Gallaher, after a 
20-mile chase, caught up with one party of rebels and chased them 
4 or 5 miles, scattering them and killing afew of them. Captain 
Anderson found the other party, and after a running fight of 4 miles 
drove them over the river. One rebel killed in the river; do not 
know what others were hit. 

Yesterday morning a large scout crossed the Arkansas, 25 miles 
from here, driving in my pickets stationed there. They were all 
white men but 2, well mounted and equipped. I believe it to be 
Quantrill; he murdered Jim McKellop, a prominent half-breed Creek, 
and 4 others at Chosky. I dispatched all the forces I could spare, 
but as all my cavalry were taken away I am nearly helpless. wo- 
thirds of the men I’sent are infantry. The mounted men that Cap- 
tain Phillips takes with him are merely on ponies, pressed or bor- 


rebel force I refer to is 
but it is uy 


bel Jess, t is at very least upward of 1 
lent condition and consequently formidable. = = 

five days ago Captain Kaufman with an effective force 

ry) and one howitzer. He was to bring the small amount of — 
still left, and make a reconnaissance in force and get forage. I 


have notified him, &c. ; started the day after Captain Anderson got _ 
back from We-Wo-Ka. Anderson’s force went 80 miles south and 
brought sixteen loads of corn, most of which had to be used as bread. _ 
It was - ge that as much more could be had. At the time An- 
derson left Canadian the enemy were ascertained to be in no force 
this side of Bogey Depot or Washita. These forces of rebels came — 
in from the southeast from the Choctaw Nation; the force that 
_erossed on my left crossed 18 miles below, the white force (Quan- 
trill) 25 miles above. The latter force passed my front, 20 miles dis- 
tant, in the night, 20 miles in Kaufman’s rear, and crossed 25 miles 
up the river. They avoided my outpost, but drove the picket after 
_ they crossed the river. I apprehend they meditate a raid on Kansas ; 
- either is that or these are feints to cover some movements below. I 
. oe the parties below. 
have ordered my commands who are following up the Arkansas 
River to at me the instant they cross the river south or strike 
north. I shall send a telegram to you via Fort Smith. I have sent 
two companies of infantry up Grand River to meet the train, for fear 
it should have a small escort. As I have almost everything out I 
have had temporarily to suspend work on the fortification ; taking 
away my cavalry and principal part of the Third has weakened me, 
and suffer chiefly for want of horses. I have heard nothing of the 
train. As it is too early for grass the enemy’s movements mean 
something more than mere bushwhacking. AsI have sent every- 
thing after the enemy I am barely able to hold on to my position, 
but am not afraid of any attack they may make on the works here. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, truly, 
WM. A. PHILLIPS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis, 
Commanding Department of Kansas. 


APRIL 16, 1864.—Affair on the Osage Branch of King’s River, Ark. 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
No. 2.—Capt. Dennis W. Roberts, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
No. 1. 
Report of. Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Umon) 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
April 28, 1864. 

GENERAL: I transmit the following list* of killed, wounded, and 
missing. The party belonged to the post of Berryville, Ark., and 
consisted of 26 men under Sergeant Watts. Company A, Second Ar- 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 6 men killed and 1 missing. 


by the guerrilla Cooper and a band of some _ 
= saa ote the rebel crew, charged and drove them, br 
numbered and overpowered at last they had to abandon the si 
wagons for which they had fought, leaving besides in the hands 
- the enemy 3 prisoners, who have since returned, paroled. Th 
colored teamsters were butchered without mercy, and the wagons — 
destroyed. The event is an unfortunate one; yet, eo T cannot — 
but regret the loss of those men and of the train, the gallantry dis- — 
played by the little band challenges all blame, and can-but call from 
me a praise which I feel proud to have to bestow. : 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN KE. PHELPS, e 
Colonel, Commanding Second Arkansas Cavalry.  _ 


Brigadier-General SANBORN, ; ; : 
Commanding District of Southwest Missowre. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. Dennis W. Roberts, Second Arkansas Cavalry — 
(Union). 2 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Berryville, Ark., April 17, 1864. 

Str: On the 16th, about 20 miles from here, a force of from 200 to — 
300 rebels attacked my forage train, guarded by 36 men, and after a 
brave and desperate resistance on the part of the escort they were ~ 
compelled to abandon the train. I must speak in the highest praise 
of Sergeant Watts, who commanded the escort, and (with the excep- 
tion of 2 or 3) the men, who fought bravely until all hope was lost of 
being able to preserve the train. There are only 10 killed and miss- 
ing of the escort. There were only five wagons in the train. The 
rebels are said to be commanded by Cooper, and commands near 300 

. men. 

I received information of my field returns not being received at 
that office on the 13th, p. m., and I started a copy for each time that 
they had not been received on the 14th, p. m. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
DENNIS W. ROBERTS, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment Second Arkansas. 
Brigadier-General SANBORN. 


APRIL 17, 1864.—Skirmish in Limestone Valley, Ark. 
REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Gideon M, Waugh, Second Arkansas Infantry (Union), 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. John E, Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
In the Field, April 23, 1864. 
GENERAL: On the 14th instant I ordered Major Melton with 110 
men to go and find Sissell and his band. He started on the 15th. 


ailey regiment, then on the way from Berryville 

anh also ordered to march upon Sissell and attack 
iultaneously with Major Melton, from another direction. In — 
an. time Sissell had moved camp, and instead of attacking at — 
time, the two detachments falling in with one another — 
junction and sought Sissell. He was encamped in Lime- — 
2 Valley. Major Melton became informed of his position. He 
had encamped within 3 miles of Sissell, and at early dawn of the 
17th instant attacked him. The amy: Aes barely attempted 
to form and scattered. Captain Orr, Second Arkansas Cavalry, had ~ 
advanced on their right. ajor Melton, who had come upon the 
rear, seeing the rebels breaking, ordered the charge. They fled in 
dismay, a race for life. Inthe charge and in the pursuit for 8 miles, 
30 were killed, a number wounded, and 8 taken prisoners, 23 head = 
of horses captured, and some 25 stand of arms, the larger portion 
of which was destroyed. Major Melton returned to Buffalo River, 
whence in pursuit of Cooper, according to my orders, he swept down 
- King’s River and scoured all the country on that stream and Osage 
_ without finding anything of Cooper, who had disbanded, and from 
the information obtained returned to the Buffalo Hills. The train 
_ of Captain Roberts had been destroyed. I am awaiting information 
from him. 
~ Major Melton, out of rations, unable to follow, reported in camp 4 
3 yesterday, the 22d instant, without any casualty whatever. He had 
taken his scout into five counties, and ridden over 200 miles. He 
reports neither rebel nor Federal foree at Kingston, and 65 of the 
_ Arkansas militia at Huntsville. 
a I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN KE. PHELPS, 
Colonel Second Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. .. B. SANBORN, 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 


No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Gideon M. Waugh, Second Arkansas Infantry 
(Union). 


CLARKSVILLE, April 18, 1864, 

GENERAL: On Saturday evening I sent out a scout north, under 
Lieutenant Hunter, to see what the enemy were doing in that direc- 
tion. On Sunday morning Lieutenant Hunter formed a junction 
with a scouting party of Second Arkansas Cavalry, under Major 
[Captain] O’Brien, and surprised the rebel camp under Sissell, 180 
strong, killing 30, capturing a large number of blankets, horses, sad- 
dies, and arms. Fight occurred 27 miles northeast, in Limestone 
Valley. Ihave sent out a heavy scout to hunt up a rebel camp, said 
to be 18 miles from this post. If I can find their camp I will clean 
them out. I can get no information from the citizens. I need more 


cavalry here. ; 
G. M. WAUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post, 
Brigadier-General KIMBALL. 


- Three bushwhackers came into Hunnewell to-day, armed to 
teeth, and came to plunder. Citizens resisted. One citizen is d 
~ and 1 mortally wounded, and Captain Farnam badly wounded. Th 
_ killed 1 bushwhacker and captured 1 and 1 escaped. I have tel 
graphed to our agent there that it is contrary to orders to captu 

such men and to shoot him before he escapes. I fear they will yet 

do it. What are your orders? I don’t think it is to keep him there. — 


J. T. K. HAYWARD. — 
General Fisk. Ee = 


APRIL 19, 1864.—Skirmish on King’s River, Ark. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding — 
District of Southwest Missouri. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., April 21, 1864. 

On the 19th instant Major Melton, with 200 men, Second Arkansas — 

Cavalry, had quite an affair with the forces of Colonel Sissell and — 

Bailey on King’s River, and the rebels were driven off with a loss of — 

25 killed and 9 captured ; our loss not reported. Our loss the other — 

day [16th] with train, was 4 wagons, 6 soldiers, and 3 negro team- 
sters killed and 1 soldier prisoner. 

J. B. SANBORN, 


Brigadier-General. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 19-20, 1864.—Skirmishes near Charleston, Mo. 


Report of Col. John B. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS SuB-DIsTRICT, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., April 22, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the nonor to report that a detachment of my 
regiment stationed at Charleston, Mo., had a fight with guerrillas on 
the 19th instant, killing 4. On the 20th they came upon them in a 
house, a fight ensued, and 8 men killed; the house was burned. 
The Enrolled Missouri Militia have killed 6 within the past week; 
no prisoners were taken. Philip Davis, a desperate guerrilla chief, 
was killed. 

J. B. ROGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brigadier-General Ewina, 
Commanding District of Saint Louis. 


1—Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, commanding District of S 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. William Baumer, First Nebraska Cavalry. | 
No. 3,—Col. William D. Wood, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


a 
She 


No, 1. 


Reports of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, com- 
F manding District of Northeastern Arkansas. « 


: HpgQkrs. DISTRICT OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
“fi Jacksonport, Ark., April 20, 1864. 
Masor : I have the honor to inform you that this station was 

- attacked at 9 a. m. to-day by McRae’s combined forces. The pickets 

held them in check about 10 minutes, at which time the First 

Regiment Nebraska Cavalry charged them, routing them and send- 
ing them pell-mell through the surrounding swamps. This on the 
_ part of the First Nebraska Cavalry is highly creditable, as it shows 
_ arapidity of saddling, mounting, and forming line almost unprece- 
_ dented. The enemy formed six times between here and the upper 
- crossing of Village Creek, but his line was invariably broken by our 
_ forces and he compelled to fly. At one time Lieutenant Murphy 
_ (Squadron F) with 25 men in the advance charged the enemy’s rear, 120 
_ strong, cutting his way clear through their line, killing 6 and cap- 

turing 6 horses. We invariably closed on him whenever our half- 
_ starved stock could be brought up to them. The whole of the fight- 
ing was done by the First Nebraska Cavalry. Lieut. Col. Joseph 
B. Love (rebel) was among the killed, and 9 others ; only 1 prisoner 
was captured ; their wounded must be numerous from the number 
seen to fall. Casualties on our side, 2 slightly wounded. Colonel 
Love’s papers are forwarded by this mail to provost-marshal-general. 

I will move to-morrow to Augusta with 600 men and hope to get 
re-enforcements from the general commanding on the 25th instant. 
I will clean this country out before many days, rely on it. I am 
badly in want of forage. Please have action taken so as to insure 
mea supply; immediate shipment of forage from Devall’s Bluff is 
absolutely essential to the existence of the remnant of my stock. 
There is no forage in this country north of Augusta. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Oolonel, Commanding District. 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
A, A, G., tth A. €. and Dept. of Ark., Little Rock, Ark. 


Hpgrs. District OF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, | 
Jacksonport, Ark., April 28, 1864. 
Masor: I have the honor to report that an attack was made upon 
this place on the 20th instant by the combined forces of McRae, 
Freeman, and Rutherford, the whole being under command of Col- 


conel McRae. | . 
men, that officer lying wounded at ae eee 
action. As soon as the firing -commenc 8 1eut A 

Baumer, commanding First Regiment Nebraska Coe hu 
to the front and deployed his dismounted men as skirmishers. H 
was immediately engaged with the enemy and a brisk skirmish en 
~ sued, during which he steadily drove the enemy back for a distance 

of 6 miles. At this point they were endeavoring to draw our foree Ss 

| into an ambuscade. The enemy retreated across Village Creek, 
getting fire to the bridge behind them. The First gallantly char 

es the enemy, drove them from the bridge, and extinguished the flames, | 

but their ammunition being almost entirely exhausted they were com- 
pelled to, return to the west side of the bridge. For a full accor 

of this spirited affair I respectfully refer you to the report of Li 

tenant-Colonel Baumer, a copy of which is herewith forwarded. — 

During this time the rest of the command: was not idle. The 
mounted squadrons of the First Nebraska were sent forward to the- 
support of Colonel Baumer. The battery was in position; two 
squadrons of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry (dismounted) were de-— 
ployed as skirmishers and carried the left flank and front. A 
squadron of the Eleventh (mounted) was stationed near the bridge™ 
on the left flank and a little in the of the command, and 
one dismounted squadron of the First Nebraska Cavalry, together 
with two squadrons of the Eleventh Missouri Cavalry (dismounted), 
were stationed at the upper bridge in our front with orders to pre- 
vent the enemy from crossing. : 

Having made this disposition of my forces, I moved forward with 
the main. column, comprising about 200 mounted men and two 
pieces of artillery, to Village Creek, where I found Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Baumer with his command awaiting re-enforcements. Finding 
it impossible to cross my artillery, and judging from the motions of 
the enemy and the reports made that they would endeavor to force 
an entrance into Jacksonsport by the upper Black River road, I re- 
turned to town. I learned afterward that the enemy were greatly 
demoralized by their defeat, and retreated more than 15 miles ere 
they halted. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer and the men of his command deserve 
the highest meed of praise for the gailant manner in which they 
first repulsed the enemy, and then becoming the attacking party, 
despite the disparity of numbers, driving the enemy before them for 
such a distance, charging the enemy whenever he made a stand, and 
not even giving them time to form. The Eleventh Missouri Cav- 
alry, under command of Col. William D. Wood, responded promptly 
to the bugle call “‘to arms.” Although they did not have a chance 
to participate in the engagement, it is but justice to say that both 
officers and men were eager for the fray, and were much disap- 
pointed in not being able to give the enemy a taste of their steel. 

Accompanying I send report of Col. William D. Wood, com- 
manding [Eleventh] Missouri Cavalry Volunteers, showing the part 
that his command took in the engagement. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Col. 1st Regt. Nebr. Cav. Vols., Comdg. Dist. N. BE. Ark. 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


MeN emery ea 


4 Hpgrs. First NeprasKa CavaLRy VETERAN VOLS., 


2 Jacksonport, Ark., April 27, 1864. 
_ Capratn : In compliance with orders from district headquarters, I 


have the honor of submitting to you a report of the late actions of 
‘the regiment. On the morning of the 20th of April, about 8.30 a. m., 


I heard continuous firing upon the picket-posts in front of the regi- 
mental camp and ordered ‘‘ boots and saddles” to be sounded, and 


caused the dismounted men to fall in with their arms. Some order- 


lies were sent out to ascertain if the pickets were attacked, and came 
back with the information that about 20 rebels had made their ap- 
apes in front of the picket on the Elgin road, but had fallen 

ack to a troop of about 150 rebels then formed in the woods near 
the lower river road. Notice was given to the commander of the 
battery stationed on the left of my regiment to have his pieces in 
readiness, and information was also forwarded by the regimental 
pauiant to district headquarters. At the same time I sent Captain 
Ribble with 80 dismounted men, armed with Springfield muskets, 
and with Squadrons D and B as reserve, to advance on the lower 
river road and find out the intentions of the enemy. Captain Ribble 
saw the rebels formed in line of battle and sent the infantry as skir- 
mishers to the front, when a heavy fire of musketry commenced, 
which induced me to send two more squadrons (C and A) to the sup- 
port of Captain Ribble’s advance. The fire was continually heard 
receding from camp, and I then started with Squadrons K and F to 
the place where the firing occurred, leaving Squadrons K, H, G, and 
I, with the remainder of the dismounted men, to protect the battery. 
The rebels had been driven the first time by the fire of the infantry, 
and retreated 2 miles from town, pursued by the four squadrons of 
cavalry. The road was very narrow and only 2 men could ride 
abreast, while the enemy had again formed in line to make a stand. 
I then detached Squadrons D and C to protect our right flank, and 
Squadron A to protect our left and avoid an ambuscade. The 
infantry came up and advanced on both sides of the road_as skir- 
mishers, followed by Squadron F and parts of Squadrons B and K 
as reserve. The rebels fled after a short fire, leaving 2 of theirnum- 
ber dead upon the field. After advancing in the same manner 2 
miles farther the enemy once more formed in line, evidently intend- 
ing to dispute our advance, when Squadrons F and K, with not 
more than 30 men, charged them at once under a galling fire from 
the enemy. The rebels, although five times our number, broke 
ranks and fled in every direction, leaving 1 prisoner. Two men 


_ of Company F, Privates Tippin and Kellogg, were wounded in 


the breast and shoulder (not severely) by the enemy’s fire. The 
infantry, although marching at double-quick time, could not keep 
up with the mounted men, and it not being prudent to follow up the 
Sixezo, I was compelled to halt and advance slowly and cautiously 
with the infantry, followed by the mounted men. As we marched 
forward Squadrons E and H came up and the pursuit was continued 
faster for 2 miles farther to Village Creek, which the enemy had 
crossed and were then trying to burn the bridge. The infantry, de- 
ployed as skirmishers, soon made the enemy retire from the bridge 


SP te ine ata 
aired so that + alrtry Could” pass. C : _ 
several horses tied in the woods across the creek. Ow 8 
get them were received by a heavy fire, which fortunately di 
harm. They returned with 7 captured horses. Our skirmisher 
were placed behind logs and kept very quiet until the rebels ma 
an attack upon them with a furious yell, when they replied with : 
roaring fire of musketry, and then the rebels kept very quiet on thei 
side. At this time I dispatched a messenger to Jacksonport askin, 
for ammunition, as some of my men had already fired away all the 
ammunition they had, in the mean time keeping cavalry alert on 
the flanks and rear in order to be prepared for a surprise, and then 
awaited orders from district headquarters. : ; 
> Inthe afternoon two pieces of artillery and the Eleventh Regiment — 
z Missouri Cavalry came up. Orders were received not to cross the 
-_ bridge, which was impassable for artillery, and we commenced our 
_ return march with the infantry in front, and Squadrons G and I 
which had arrived from Jacksonport, as rear guard, We arrived | 
: in camp at about 4 p. m., having traveled 14 miles, including 7 
- miles running fight and a skirmish at the bridge for nearly an hour. 
Some of our men went over the creek without orders, and on for — 
half a mile to the first house, where they saw 4 dead bodies and 2 — 
rebels severely wounded, and learned also that McRae’s whole com- — 
mand had been there and were then in retreat. The officers and 
men behaved well, and I several times had to give orders to keep 
my men from rushing ahead too far. 

On the evening of the 21st of April I received instructions to have 
all the mounted men of my regiment (numbering 240) ready to 
march in the night, with eight days’ rations. At 1a. m. 22d, I re- 
ceived orders to start, and accordingly the march was commenced 
on the Augusta road, the First Regiment Nebraska Cavalry in front 
of the column of cavalry. Village Creek was crossed near Litch- 
field, and the march was kept up until 6 o’clock in the morning, 
when the command halted at Pickett’s farm to feed the horses and 
rest for one hour. The roads were bad and muddy on account of 
recent rains. At 7 a.m. the column started (Companies I and G 
as advance guard) on the road toward Augusta. We passed an 
evacuated rebel camp, and then changed direction toward Cache 
River, which the enemy had crossed on the 21st. The command, 
after halting a quarter of an hour to feed at Connor’s farm, pro- 
ceeded toward Augusta, arriving there at 2 p. m., having marched . 
44 miles in thirteen hours. The command remained in Augusta 
until the morning of the 24th April. During that time it rained 
continually, and the men were quartered in houses. 

On the 23d, a detachment of 50 men, under command of Lieuten- 
ant Hance, was sent north for the purpose of gathering up horses 
and mules. The party returned with 7 animals and 2 rebel pris- 
oners at 5 p. m., having marched out 12 miles. At 6 a.m, April 
24, the command was ordered to march back to Jacksonport, the 
First Nebraska Cavalry in rear, Companies E and G as rear guard, 
under command of Captain Ribble. Three squadrons (C, A, and 
K) were ordered to drive in all beef-cattle, horses, and mules, and 
all able-bodied negroes near the line of march. They accordingly 
went ahead of the column and scoured the road on both sides, 
bringing into Jacksonport nearly 400 head of beef-cattle of every 
description ; also 18 horses, 16 mules, 4 negroes. The rear guard 
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7 ses endured the fatigue of marching and th 
the bad weather well, and the men returned im. 


Tremain, captain, very respectfully, your Be eee 

oes Lieut. Ool., Comdg. First Regt. Nebraska Cab. 
apt. H. C, FILLEBROWN, ooh 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Northeastern Arkansas. 


* 


oe No. 3. 
_ Report of Col. William D. Wood, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH MissouRI CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp A. B. Kauffman, Jacksonport, April 24, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to report that on the 20th instant I 
received at 8 a. m. an order from Colonel Livingston, commandin 
officer of the’district, to put my command under arms at once anc 
‘form in rear of the battery near the graveyard, asthe enemy was in 
our front and a portion of the First Nebraska Cavalry, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baumer, was then engaged with them on Village Creek 
road. I immediately ordered ‘‘ to arms” to be sounded, and in three 
“minutes my whole command (excepting the necessary camp guard, 
-under Major Brown, the officer of the day) was in line dismounted, 
and Barca at a double-quick to the designated place. Before 
_reaching the battery I received orders to throw out skirmishers on 
the left and front. I sent two squadrons (C and D), under Captains 
Pace and Parsons, who immediately deployed as directed and coy- 
ered the left front of our line. On arriving at the ground, and find- 
ing there was no immediate danger of an attack, I requested per- 
mission of the commanding officer to send back my squadrons and 
mount them. This permission was accorded, and Squadrons A, B, 
_E, G, I, and M were sent back to camp, under Major Pace, and in 
‘twenty minutes were again on the ground mounted and ready for 
action. Squadrons-L and K, permanently dismounted, were formed 
in rear of the column as infantry, under the command of Capt. A. 
B. Kauffman. I was directed to send forward one squadron to the 
left across Black River bridge to make a reconnaissance. Squadron 
E, Captain Wheat, was sent forward, and after performing that duty 
and hearing firing to his right, moved his command in that direction 
and reported to Lieutenant-Colonel Baumer just as the enemy had 
been driven over Village Creek bridge. At 100’clock I was directed 
to send Captain Kauffman and command to the Black River bridge, 
with instructions to hold it, and to move on in rear of the battery, 
the First Nebraska being in front. : 
Captain Collier, who had previously been ordered to form his 
Gisadron (G) on the north side of Jack’s Creek bridge and hold the 
position in case of an attack at the upper end of town, was ordered 
to join my column; and with the eight mounted squadrons I pushed 
on down the Village Creek road. On arriving at the junction of 
this road with the Litchfield road I received orders to send two 
squadrons down to the river by that road, to learn the position of the 
enemy. Major Pace, with two squadrons (I and M), was sent on 
this important duty. 
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does take place. ie 
In this Seecaon I desire to call the attention of the colonel cor 
-manding the district, and through him the attention of the ¢ 
manding general of the department, to a state of affairs whic 
- loudly calls for redress, From lack of forage four squadrons of 
regiment are entirely dismounted, and the remainder, seven squad- 
rons, are so much so that in case of an emergency it would be imp OS 
sible to mount over 300 men out of a force of over 700 present for 
duty, well armed and otherwise equipped and disciplined. Since my 
arrival within this command my horses have stood four days with- 
out forage. The river has been in a navigable condition a greater 
part of the time, and I never heard any good reason why forage 
should not have been supplied in abundance. I have been informed 
there is plenty at Devall’s Bluff. = 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
re WM D._WOGD Sa 
Commanding Eleventh Missouri Cavalry Volunteers. 
Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, 


Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Northeastern Arkansas. 


APRIL 21, 1864.—Affair at Cotton Plant, Cache River, Ark. 


Report of Col. Christopher C. Andrews, Third Minnesota In- 
fantry. 


DEVALL’s BLUFF, ARK., 
: April 24, 1864—12 m. 
Captain : Have just arrived with my command. During the 
three days after reaching Augusta we marched 60 miles, notwith- 
standing heavy rains and bad roads. At our approach the rebel 
forces, numbering 1,000, fled across Cache River, which they swam, 
scattering and crossing in different directions. We have therefore 
had no more fighting than light skirmishing. We have captured 8 
prisoners, including 1 colonel (Col. W. M. Ponder, Ninth Missouri 
Infantry), and a dispatch bearer.from General Price, with his papers, 
Have procured 7% able-bodied colored recruits, 60 head of servicea- 
ble horses and mules, and $2,000 worth of contraband cotton. Am 
happy to say that not a man of my command has met with an acci- 
dent. Please have an ambulance in readiness for a wounded prisoner, 
Much credit is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Ohr, Sixty-first Ilinois; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mattson, Third Minnesota; Captain Garrison, 
Kighth Missouri Cavalry, and the officers and menof their commands, 
for efficient services, | 
C. C. ANDREWS, 
Jolonel, Commanding. 
Capt. KE. D. Mason, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock. 


following is the dispatch which TE received from Clarendon 
d April 22, 1864, 8p. m. : ste WD EE Ae ee 
el M. had a fight 18 miles above Cotton Plant this 1 rning, and was forced 
eS oe here et ee ee Lisenby ah oe ae above here. 
u orage. We are , but mez assistance. Lieutenant 
and 18 men wounded, 2 men killed. ee gs ee rs = 


W. J. TEED, 
_ Major Eighth Missouri Cavalry. 


; Bae not heard from Colonel Andrews since he sent the dispatch 
_ to you. bi ; 
» Respectfully, : 
‘<= W. F. GEIGER 
/ Colonel, Commanding. 


APRIL 22-24, 1864.—Expedition from Jacksonport to Augusta, Ark. and — 
skirmish near Jacksonport. 


REHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, commanding District of 
Northeastern Arkansas, 
' No. 2.—Col. William D. Wood, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 
No. 3.—Capt. George W. Weber, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Robert R. Livingston, First Nebraska Cavalry, com- 
manding District of Northeastern Arkansas, 


Hogrs. District oF NORTHEASTERN ARKANSAS, 
; Jacksonport, Ark., April 25, 1864, 

Masor: I have the honor to report that at 11.30 o’clock of the night 
of the 20th instant, I received a dispatch, per steam-boat Igo, from 
Brig. Gen. C. C. Andrews, commanding expedition to Augusta, Ark, 
informing me of his arrival at Augusta and his intention of going in 
search of the enemy, reported to be in force, under command of 
Colonel McRae, in that neighborhood, and desiring my co-operation. 
I immediately sent the boat back to General Andrews with a dispatch 
in which I stated that I would order ‘‘boots and saddles” sounded 
immediately, and that I had intelligence to the effect that the enem 
was in the vicinity of Huff’s Mill. I started with my command, 
consisting of detachments of the First Nebraska and Eleventh Mis- 
souri Regiments of Cavalry, numbering 450 men; at 2 a. m. of the 
22d instant, taking with me eight days’ rations, packed on mules ; 
traveled all day through a drenching rain and arrived at Huff's 
Mill at 1 p. m., where I learned that General Andrews’ command 
had proceeded to Cache River and thence returned to Augusta. I 
immediately took the road for Augusta, where I arrived at 3 p. m., 
and reported my command to General Andrews. During this march 
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g lrews that he med no 
nt, I remained in Augusta during the 23d instan 


“men and recruit the animals. At 8 a. m. of th 
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ported that they had been fired upon by a small band of rebels, and 

that his captain (Weber, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry) had gone in: 

pursuit with a small party of men. I pushed on to Jacksonport, 

where I arrived with my command at 7p. m., having traveled 35 
’ miles during the day ; embarrassed the latter part of the time by a _ 

large herd of cattle, which rendered my progress necessarily slow. — 

I brought in with me about 300 head of all sizes, besides 26 horses, 

26 mules ; also brought in 10 negroes, 8 of whom enlisted as under- — 
cooks. Just after our arrival at Jacksonport, Captain Weber, — 
_ Squadron M, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, who commanded the ad- — 
vance guard, and who had gone in pursuit of a band of rebels, reported _ 
that he had pursued the enemy a distance of 5 miles through an al- 
most impassable swamp, killed a sergeant named Hider and captured — 
Captain Stein, Lieutenant Sollard, and 2 privates of McGee’s com- 
mand. They were turned over to the district provost-marshal and 
will be forwarded to Little Rock by the next boat. 

Too much praise cannot be given Captain Weber for the gallantry — 
and dash displayed in this affair. Lieutenant Schweikher, of Squad- 
ron H, of the same regiment, who: accompanied Captain Weber, is 
mentioned in high terms by Captain Weber in his report, which is 
herewith forwarded. Accompanying I also forward the reports of 
Col. William D. Wood, Eleventh Regiment. Missouri Cavalry Vol- 
unteers, and Lieut. Col. William Baumer, First Regiment Nebraska 
Cavalry Volunteers, who commanded the detachments ef their re- 
spective regiments during the expedition. To both of these officers 
IT am indebted for valuable services rendered and their promptness 
and energy displayed in carrying out the various orders given them, 

I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. R. LIVINGSTON, 
Col. First Regt. Nebr. Cav. Vet. Vols., Comdg. Dist... N. E. Ark, 
Maj. W. D. GREEN, 
A, A. G., tth A. C. and Dept. of Ark., Litile Rock, Ark. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Col. William D. Wood, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


Hpqrs. ELEVENTH Missourr CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Kauffman, April 27, 1864. 
CaPpTatn : In obedience to instructions from district headquarters 
I herewith submit report of the march recently made by a portion 
of my command from this place to Augusta and back, I received 


y man for whom - 
“us as soon as possible. ; pie > 
took up the line of march at the time specified, and joined the 
mn of the First Nebraska just below town, and after along and 
guing march, arrived at Augusta at sundown of the 23d. At 8 
clock that evening Major Pace reported to me with 60 mounted 
mer ay my effective force 215 men and 18 officers. 

_ We were directed to rest here one day, and on the 24th took up the 
line of march for Jacksonport, my command being divided into six 
squadrons, the right wing under my own supervision, and the left 
under Major Pace. On arriving at Village Creek, 4 miles from 
town, news was brought from the front that heavy firing was heard 4 
in the direction of our camp. I immediately closed up my squad- . 
“rons and moved forward at a gallop. On arriving at the town, I 
found it to have proceeded from the fact that the men in camp had» ~ 
been ordered to discharge their arms for the purpose of cleaning 
them, Just before the word of the enemy being in front had been 
brought back, Capt. George W. Weber, who commanded the ad- 
yance guard, came across a number of the enemy and charged them 

at once, and, after a pursuit of several miles, captured 4 and killed 

1. The prisoners, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, and 2 privates, were 

_ turned over to the provost-marshal, Captain Majors. The energy 

_ and soldierly bearing of both officers and men of my command, dis-— 
played during the fatiguing march of over 80 miles through inter- 
Beebe swamp, is worthy of all praise, and the only disappoint- 

% ment I have heard expressed was because we did not meet the 


enemy. 
: 
4 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. WOOD, 
Colonel, Comdg. Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 
Capt. H. C. FILLEBROWN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Northeastern Arkansas. 


No, 3. 
Report of Capt. George W. Weber, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. Company: M, ELEVENTH Missouri Cav., 
Camp A. B. Kauffman, Jacksonport, Ark., April 25, 1864. 


ApsuTANT: I have the honor to cepa that being in advance on 
yesterday’s march I met a body of rebels about 4 miles from here. 

hey drove in my extreme advance, consisting of 4 men, but as soon 
as they discovered my squadron Bpprosching they broke and fled in 
alldirections. After chasing them about 7 miles | captured 1 spies L 
lieutenant, 2 privates, and killed 1 sergeant. Lalso captured 3 horses. 


- APRIL 28-30, 1864.—Skirmishes in Johnson County, Mo 
; REPORTS. Sea =e 
_ No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U. 8. Army, commanding District of C 
: Missouri. : Tes 
No. 2.—Col. James McFerran, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
No. 3.—Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard, Second Colorado Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of Central Missouri. S. 


WARRENSBURG, April 30, 1864. 

The First Missouri State Militia skirmished with the guerrillas 

Thursday afternoon ; drove them onto the Second Colorado, who had 

a warm chase all day yesterday. _We had 1 man killed, 1 wounded 

Several guerrillas fell. The band is broken and scattered. Particu- — 
lars by mail. fe 

E. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General. of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. James ee First Missouri State Militia Cav-- 
alry. . 


Hpqgrs. First Cavatry, Missourt Stare Minirra, 
Warrensburg, Mo., May 2, 1864. 

Captain: I have the honor to state that First Lieut. James ER. 
Couch, Company C, First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, and ~ 
Francis N. Kelly, bugler, and Joseph T, Mason, private, Company ; 
C, First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, were killed by Quantrill’s 
eu in Johnson County, Mo., on the 28th ultimo, and Jacob 
pake, private in same company, was dangerously wounded. These 
guerrillas had just arrived from the south, and took Lieutenant 
Youch and his party by surprise. The band is supposed to number 
from 80 to 100 men, well mounted, armed, and equipped, and are 


stach panies D and M, First Cavalry, Missouri Stat 
itia ye epapeak padeeen and after several sharp skirmish 
is] 1 them in small parties, c Pe eee penis! ae a = 
‘ sah Indiana Infantry Volunteers from them. ‘The pursuit — 
vas kept up until dark. Whether any of the guerrillas were — 
cilled or wounded is unknown. Since then several companies of my — 
_ regiment have been scouring the county in search of ee without 
uccess. They are supposed to have gone west. Lieutenant Couch 
vas a very essing young officer and well qualified for the posi- — 
ion he held. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: _ JAMES McFERRAN, 
Colonel First Cav., Missouri State Militia, Comdg. 


i 4 Capt. James H. Sreaur, 
: 2 Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: 


4 No. 3. 
Report of Maj. Jesse L. Pritchard, Second Colorado Cavalry. 
4 


HARRISONVILLE, Mo., May 2, 1864 
Sir: I have the honor to make the following report: On the 27th 
ultimo I received information at 6 p. m., from station at Day- 
ton, Mo., that a party of 80 men, supposed to be guerrillas, had 
_ crossed the Grand River at that point (Dayton) at 3 p. m., going 
_ toward Rose Hill, Mo., taking with them Sergt. P. Russell, Com- 
» pany L, Second Colorado Cavalry, commanding station at Dayton, 
_ asa prisoner. I immediately sent an express to Pleasant Hill, Mo., 
_ informing the commanding officer there of the fact, and also sent an 
_ order to Lieutenant Spencer, at Morristown, Mo., to report with all 
_ his available force to me at Harrisonville immediately. At 12 
o'clock that night Lieutenant Spencer reported to me with 35 men, 
mounted and equipped. The night was dark, raining hard. At 
daylight I left Harrisonville with Lieutenant Spencer’s command 
and 14 men of Company C—total, 49 men—for Rose Hill ; arriving 
at that place,found the trail of guerrillas. They had partially 
destroyed the bridge across Big Creek. I soon repaired it so that I 
could cross and proceeded on the trail. I followed it to Holden 
and found that they had passed that place just before daylight 
that morning. I arrived at Holden about 12m. I fed my horses 
and started on, following the trail north and west until I arrived 
within 3 miles of Chapel Hill, where I learned of the massacre 
of Lieutenant Couch and men of the First Cavalry, Missouri State 
Militia. At this point the trail was so broken up and covered b 
trail of Federal troops crossing and _recrossing that I could not fol- 
low it any longer, it being night. I started for Chapel Hill, arriv- 
ing thereafter dark. 1 remained there till morning and then started 
for Lone Jack, Mo., where I met Lieut. Col. Theodore H. Dodd with 
Companies A, B, D, E, F, and K, Second Colorado Cavalry. I re- 
ported to him and received orders to take my former command and 
Company K, Lieutenant Stanton, Second Colorado Cavalry, and 
proceed north toward Napoleon, Mo,, on the Missouri River. About 
4 miles from Lone Jack | found trail of 10 guerrillas, which I fol- 


of guerrilla n 
et in rear of the ca h 


me 2 miles 
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~ eame upon the bushwhackers (10 in number), and supposing then 
to be our own men rode in among them, when the guerrillas fir 
upon them, killing Private G. Wells, Company K, and his hors 
and wounding Private J. Freestone, Company G. The guerrilla 
were dressed in Federal uniform and it was almost impossible to t 
them from Federals. Lieutenant Spencer followed until they t 
_ a trail made by a scout in the morning of the same day and lost th 
- - trail. His horse being completely jaded he could not follow any — 
farther, and he started in search of the command. Night coming” 
on he was obliged to camp without rations or forage, and at dayligh 
went to Snibar Station and reported to Lieut. Col. T. H.+ Dodd 
With my command I followed Lieutenant §. as fast as possible to — 
the spot where Private Wells es killed], to effect a junction with . 
Lieutenant §., but did not find him, and camped. The next morn- — 
ing, hearing firing in the direction of Snibar Station, went there and _ 
found that the firing proceeded from the troops at that station dis-_ 
charging their pieces. There I found Colonel Dodd, who ordered — 
me to Lone Jack, Mo. Iwas joined at that place by Maj. J. N. ~ 
Smith with Companies A, B, E, H, and M, Second Colorado Cay-— 
alry. Inthe morning Major Smith started northeast and I started 
for Pleasant Hill. Camped that night at Pleasant Hill, Mo., and 
the next day (May 2) marched to Harrisonville, Mo., having marched — 
about 140 miles. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. PRITCHARD, 
Major, Second Colorado Cawalry. 
Lieut. Col. THkoporr H. Dopp, 
Commanding Second Colorado Cavalry. 


APRIL 28-MAY 7, 1864.—Scout from Springfield, Mo., toward Fayette- 
ville, Ark, 


Report of Maj. John Cosgrove, Highth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


Hogrs. First Batt., Eight Cav., Mo. Statr Minitta, 
Springfield, Mo., May 7, 1864. 

Sir: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 118, headquarters 
post of Springfield, Mo., dated April 28, 1864, I proceeded with de- 
tachments of Companies A, B, C, and K, of the Eighth Regiment 
Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, numbering 80 men and 2 commis- 
sioned officers, in the direction of Fayetteville, Ark., for the purpose 
of establishing telegraphic communication with that post. Arriving 
near Cross Hollows, I met the telegraph repairer with a detachment 
of the First Arkansas Cavalry, and received information that com- 
munication had been re-established. I then proceeded in the direc- 
tion of Bentonville, Ark., where a force of about 200 men of the 
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several, ‘om th els boca 
mn that they were moving toward Neosho, On ar- 
ng at Cowskin Prairie I learned that the rebels had been ordered 


thirty hours in advance of my command. My horses having been 
xhausted from constant pursuits of rebel bands, and having all my 


rations exhausted, I concluded that further pursuit would be useless, 


i 


and took the direction of Neosho, scouting on Cowskin River, where 


_ I found several rebels and had 1 of my-men mortally wounded in 
_ an attack on a house where 2 rebels were posted. Here the usual 
_ treachery of the rebels was shown again by one of them surrender- 


ing until he had got the advantage and then fired, but he paid the 
ae with his life. I also had 1 horse killed and 1 man shot 
hrough his clothes by the same fellow. Late that night I arrived 


at Neosho, where I found Major Brutsche, of the Kighth Regiment 


Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, preparing for an attack. Nothing 
further worthy of notice maieren until my arrival at Springfield. 

I found the inhabitants of Benton County, Ark., ae McDonald 
County, Mo., to be the most disloyal I have seen since 1861, disposed 
to give all the aid and comfort in their power to the rebellion. 
Grass is stillinsufficient for horses to subsist upon, the country mostly 
very broken, and no forage of any kind to be found. Ikilled 6 rebels, 
wounded 2, took 3 prisoners, and captured 8 horses, 2 of which had 
to be abandoned, and 6 guns. My casualties are 1 man mortally 
wounded and 1 horse killed. 

My thanks are due to the officers and men of the command for their . 
promptness and bravery, and especially to my advance guard for 
their coolness, judgment, and unflinching bravery whenever an 
enemy came in view. ; 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your most obedient 


servant, 
JOHN COSGROVE, 
Major, Highth Cav., Missouri State Militia, Comdg. Detach. 
Lieut. Jonn H. SHELLY, 
Post Adjutant, Springfield, Mo. 


MAY 1, 1864.—Affair at Berwick, La. 


Report of Col. Nicholas W. Day, One hundred and thirty-first New 
York Infantry. 
THIBODEAUX, May 1, 1864. 
(Received 10.45 a, m.) 

I would Sahocrgageren state for the information of the general com- 
manding that the pickets at Berwick were attacked this a. m., about 
2 o'clock, by cavalry. They had one field piece with them; the gun- 
boats droye them back. They do this, I think, simply to annoy us. 

N. W. DAY, 
Colonel, Commanding District. 
Maj. J. LEVERING, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


k and had recrossed Grand River west of Cowskin Prairie, about < 


Reg. tp st pS Camp at Forsyvts, Mo., May 5, 18 
_* §rr: I have the honor to report a scout that I sent out on the 1 
day of May, 1864, under the command of Lieutenant McKlhanon, — 
with 40 men, crossed the river at this place, marched down the river 
on the other side and near the mouth of Bee Creek, Mo, At this _ 
place heard of a camp of guerrillas 3 or 4 miles south in the mount-— 
“tains. Upon arriving at the camp, finding only 3 men in camp, a 
the same time their horses were some distance from camp, the men 
were immediately cut off from their horses, and upon seeing thei 
condition broke to run on foot and were soon overhauled and killed. — 
They went by names of Campbell, Williams, and Parkes, all Mis- 
sourians, Captured their horses, 3 in number, immediately after 
destroying the camp; marching but a short distance, came up with 
-asmall squad of guerrillas which was scattered in the mountains, 
capturing 3 more horses which they were compelled to drop in the 
chase. Remained three days and nights in the country of Bee and — 
Bear Creeks, Arkansas and Missouri, seeing several other squads of 
guerrillas from 2 to 8 in numbers. Owing to our stock being jaded 
and the roughness of the country we were not able to overhaul them, 
during the scout killing 3 men, capturing 8 head of horses and 1 
prisoner, = 
I will further state that there are some 40 to 50 guerrillas in the 
_ vicinity of Bee and Bear Creeks, and further I state that Company 
K, Eighth Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, on this scout lost 2 horses, 
which I gave them permission to keep of the captured horses until 
T heard from you on the subject. It has been allowed in the regi- 
ment whenever a man lost a horse to mount him on a contraband ~ 
horse ; these 2 horses will be turned over to the quartermaster or 
retained by the men as their own, as you may direct. Your decision 
in this case I will be governed by in the future. The stock will be 
forwarded to Springfield, Mo., and turned over to the quartermaster 
immediately. 
Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JACOB CASSAIRT, 
Capt., Highth Cav., Mo. State Militia, Comdg. Company I. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, 
Comdg. Dist. of Southwest Mo., Springfield, Mo. 


MAY 3, 1864.—Skirmish between Bayous Redwood and Olive Branch, near 
Baton Rouge, La. 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U. 8. Army. 
No, 2.—Col. John 8. Scott, First Louisiana Cavalry. 
No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Birge, U. S. Army. 
Baton Rovan, La., May 3, 1864, 
(Received 4.30 p, m.) 
Colonel Sheldon came upon the enemy about 6.30 this morning 
between Bayous Redwood and Olive Branch, he thinks about 1,500 


| = No: 9... 
_ Report of Col. John 8. Scott, First Louisiana Cavalry. 


a . . Cuinton, La., [May] 3, 1864. 
_ Sir: The enemy attacked me this morning at Comite bridge, near 
Olive Branch Church, with three regiments of infantry, 800 cavalry, 
and battery of four Sawyer guns, I had 550 men and repulsed them. 
The command behaved most gallantly. Will send a report. 
J. §. SCOTT, - 
Colonel, Commanding. 


- Lieutenant-General Pox. 


MAY 3, 1864.—Skirmish at Cedar Bluffs, Cole. 
Reports of Maj. Jacob Downing, First Colorado Cavalry. 


AMERICAN RancH, May 3, 1864, 
(Via Junction Station, 4th.) 


} Had a fight with the Cheyennes to-day. Killed about 25 Indians, 
' wounded about 35 or 40 more. Lost 1 man killed and 1 wounded. 
_ Captured about 100 head of horses, &c. Send me more troops ; I 
| need them. The war has commenced inearnest. Will write partic- 
ulars. Send me 5,000 cartridgesimmediately. Howitzers are needed. 
J. DOWNING, 
Major, First Colorado Cavalry. 
Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON. 


— 


Murray AND KELLEyY’s Rancu, May 3, 1864. 


CoLoNEL: On the 1st instant I captured an Indian in this vicinity 
whom I supposed tobe a Cheyenne spy, and ordered him shot, but 
upon being informed that he was a half-breed and part Sioux, con- 
iloded to spare {him upon condition that he lead me toan encamp- 
ment of Cheyennes, whom I had previously learned had camped 
near me and committing depredations on the whites, which he prom- 
ised to do, On the 2d instant, about 2p. m., Istarted with about 40 
men. Marched about 15 miles and rested till 10 p. m., then again 


ta 


Wnieht= At 


ii nent 


diately comn S dateeson nig a 
immediately commenced bi s ter the 
= c., and-then detailing 10 men to take 


stock, horses, & ) harge of 1 
then dismounting eae ela Second, Third, and Fourth, to fight 
foot, while Company First held the horses, my fighting comman 
then being only about 25 men. After a few shots the Indians 1 
treated to a cafion, naturally fortified, and while holding it had great 
odds against us. I attempted by skirmishing to drive them from it, | 
but my command was too small and their position and numbe 
-*. greatly against us. I then directed the men to confine their effor 
. to killing as many Indians as possible, which,after a fight of abo 
three hours, they succeeded in killing about 25 Indians and woun 
a 


ing about 30 or 40 more, when the carbine ammunition getting rather 
scarce, and the Indians so concealed that after 50 shots I could * 
scarcely get a man, I concluded to return to this place with the horses, 
 _&c., and, when more troops arrived, try themagain. If in this affair 
Thad had two mountain howitzers I could have annihilated the en- — 
tire band. I think artillery will be necessary in all future operations — 
against a party [so] camped, as lately they have selected such places _ 
- only for their camps. The sacrifice necessary to be made to success- — 
‘ fully charge their camps is entirely too great, and I wish, if possi- — 
ble, toavoidit. I havenot heard anything of Company B yet. In | 
this affair I lost 1 man killed, Isner, of Company C, and 1 wounded, ~ 

Wilcox, of Company C. Iwant to go back to this place if you can ~ 
furnish me with two mountain howitzers, and if you cannot, when I _ 

get more troops, will try it again any way. 

Though I think we have punished them pretty severely in this 
affair, yet I believe now it is but the commencement of war with this 
tribe, which must result in exterminating them. The detachment 
was composed of 10 men of Company H and the balance of Company 
C, First Colorado Cavalry. Lieutenant Dunn was with me, and he, 
as well as all engaged in this affair, behaved with great gallantry, 
evincing a coolness and daring which would call a complimentary 
order from even a major-general. 

Hoping, colonel, that you will approve what has been done in this 
matter, I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. DOWNING, 
Major, First Colorado Cavalry. 
Col. J. M. Cutvineton, 
First Colorado Cavalry, Commanding District. 


P. S.—Cedar Bluffs is about 60 miles distant. We started yester- 
day about 2 o’clock and returned this evening. 


J. D. 


MAY 3 and 5, 1864.—Skirmishes near mouth of Richland Creek, Ark. 
Report of Col. John E. Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARKANSAS CAVALRY, 
In the Field, May 10, 1864. 
GENERAL: I forward report of the capture of my train by Jack- 
man, on the 3d instant, near the mouth of Richland Creek, The 


strong rebel force in the vicinity. Union people living close by — 
‘seen none, heard of none; no uncommon occurrence was or — 
_ could be anticipated, when the escort was suddenly assailed, the ad- _ 
e guard cut off from the main body of the escort, and this from — 
escape, they fought as long as they could, and only gave up the 
aed oainst the superior numbers of the rebels Se RE “saa 
Hester and 38 men lay prostrate on the field. Lieutenant Hester 
and 32 others have been buried. How many and who were mur- 
_ dered after they had fallen, perhaps will never be known. It is not 
ossible that they all fell dead ; they were slaughtered.* On receiv- 
_ ing the news, I immediately started the evening of the 4th with men 
returned from scouts and escorts, marched all night, a distance of 
_ 30 miles, and on the morning of the dth, with 100 men, attacked 
Jackman in his camp. He had all the advantages of the ground 
_ and numbers. I defeated him and expelled him from his camp, in- 
_ trenched as it was and ene by earth-works and other defenses, 
natural and erected. Driven from his camp, Jackman attempted to 
_ form his men again. I ordered a charge; he was again routed, but 
_ I could not pursue; my horses, too weak and famished, could not 
have stood it; otherwise my success would have been more complete, 
though I have reason to believe it might have been less if Jackman 
had not been wounded, as I suspect he was. Several more rebels 
were wounded, but none dead on the field. 

My casualties were 7 wounded, some of whom were men who had 
already fought in the first engagement, escaped unhurt, and volun- 
teered for the second. Some of the men wounded at the defense of 
the train I found in the neighboring hills. They had managed to 
conceal themselves, and I brought them up with me. I recovered 
also a number of mules belonging to the train; the rest had been 
shot and the train burnt up. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN E. PHELPS, 
Colonel Second Arkansas Cavalry. 


FORMS WU 
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General SANBORN. 


MAY 4, 1864.—Skirmish in Doubtful Caiion, N. Mex. 


Abstract from Record of Events on return of the District of Arizona 
for May, 1864. 


May 4.—Lieutenant Stevens, with Company I, Fifth California 
Volunteer Infantry, while en route from Fort Cummings to Fort 
Bowie, were attacked in Doubtful Cafion, Steen’s Peak, by a band of 
Apache Indians. The fight lasted about an hour, when the Indians 
fled. Losson Lieutenant Stevens’ side, 1 man missing and5 wounded ; 
Indians, 10 killed and 20 wounded. 


* Nominal list of casualties reports 1 officer and 36 men killed and 11 men wounded. 


train and rear guard. Almost surrounded, with only one way of 


| Report of Capt. George W. Weber, Blevent] issourt | 


: Hpgrs. SguApDRON M, Eveventu Mo. Cav., 
ae Camp Kauffman, near Jacksonport, Ark., May 11, 18 
- LaguTENANT: I have the honor to report that, pursuant to ins 
tions from regimental headquarters, I left Camp Sherman, — 
__Jacksonport, at 6.30 a. m. the 5th instant, with a command of e: 
~ tenant and 52 men, provided with five days’ rations. My instru 
tions were to reconnoiter the country between Village Creek a 
Cache River, and more particularly in the vicinity of a settleme 
in Craighead County called the ‘‘ Promised Land,” and gather all th 
information possible as to the whereabouts of the enemy; aft 
having done which I was to return by the way of Black River. | 
reached Village Creek about noon same day, and succeeded, witl 
great difficulty, in crossing my command without any serious caste 
= alties, except the damaging of ammunition, which could not well 
= have been avoided, as we were obliged to swim our horses some 100° 
feet, having accomplished which I proceeded upon my route until I. 
E reached Cureton farm, in the ‘‘Promised Land,” where I bivouacked — 
for the night, having made about 40 miles over roads that were 
almost impassable. Here I put my horses out to graze, that being 
the only means of subsistence for them, as there is no corn or fodder 
in that part of the country. Resumed my march early on the fol- 
lowing morning, and arrived at Black’s farm about 9 a. m., where I 
captured a captain and assistant quartermaster of the C. 8. Army 
named Cyrus Black, From this place I proceeded to Lick Pond (or 
creek), which I crossed at Widow Parsons’ place ; followed Village 
Creek up to Johnson’s, where I recrossed, being on a trail which I 
learned was a command under Captain Johnson, of Major Reves’ bat-. 
talion, C. 8. Army. I followed this trail as far as Swink’s farm, in 
Lawrence County, when I was obliged, owing to the very bad condi- 
tion of my horses, to go intocamp. Found here some forage belong- 
ing to Captain Cooper, C.8. Army, which I appropriated. Remained 
at this Rae until morning, when I again recrossed Village Creek 
and proceeded in the direction of Pocahontas, passing through Chil- 
drath’s settlement, and crossing Running Waters (a creek almost 
impassable on account of its miry condition). Captured a short dis- 
tance from this creek John Phelps, a lieutenant of Major Reves’ 
command, who, by the way, has the reputation as being a desperate 
character. Continued my march until I reached the main Jackson- 
port and Pocahontas road, and had arrived within 7 miles of the 
latter place when I received what I considered reliable- information 
that Colonel Jackman, with 300 picked men, and Captains Trac 
and Copeland, with about 70 men, were on the opposite side of Blac 
River. I deemed it prudent after consulting with the lieutenant to 
return to camp, having accomplished my object, or, rather, having 
carried out my instructions. I bivouacked that night on Black 
River opposite a small town called Powhatan, in Lawrence County, 
and was again obliged to graze my horses, not being able to procure 
any forage in that vicinity. Next morning I again took the main 
Jacksonport and Pocahontas road until I reached Mr. Gardness’ 
farm, about 1 mile east of the main road, and encamped there for 
that night, there being plenty of subsistence for both men and 


the event of my having an engagement with the enemy. I also 
aptured 3 horses, 1 mule, 1 shotgun, 1 rifle, and 4 revolvers; also 
ressed 6 horses and 1 mule, which I brought into camp and are — 
urned over to the regimental quartermaster. = 
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I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Sot Be _ GEO. W. WEBER, 
ae Captain Company M, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 
_ Lieut. Epwarp M. Hearon, ; : * 
Acting Adjutant, Eleventh Missouri Cavalry. 
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MAY 6, 1864.—Raid on Napoleonville, La. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Nelson Shaurman, Ninetieth New York In- 
fantry. 


DONALDSONVILLE, May 6, 1864. 
(Received 1.30 p. m.) 


Your dispatch received, I had sent orders to Captain Benedict, 
commanding detachment, to not let them escape him without dam- 
age tothem. I have since sent advising him to form a junction with 
the cavalry force from Thibodeaux at Napoleonville, and try and 
capture the party. - I have information just received that the force 
is the Secon Louisiana Cavalry, and they came in through the canal 
road, They have sacked some of the stores in Napoleonville. The 
cavalry here are without fire-arms except a few pistols, and no am- 
munition for them. I furnished the balance with Enfield rifles. 

N. SHAURMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


a Peo eee 


Major LEVERING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MAY 6, 1864.—Scout from Bloomfield, Mo. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Hiram M. Hiller, Second Missouri State 
Militia Cavalry. 
BLOOMFIELD, May 6, 1864. 

The scouts sent out this morning have all returned, Lieutenant 

Toney chased 6 of the guerrillas some 25 miles below here, and suc- 

ceeded in killing 2 of them, Whitson and Saddler, both noted scoun- 

drels, Saddler had a parole in his pocket given him by the provost- 
marshal of New Madrid last December. 

Yours, 


H. M. HILLER, 
Lieutenant-COolonel, Commanding. 


Col. J. B. RoGErs, 
Comdg. Sub-District, Cape Girardean, Mo. 
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No, 1.—Brig. Gen. James E. Slaugh J. 8. Arm a ; 
. 2.—Col. William H. Griffin, Twenty-first Texas Infantry. = 
). 8.—Maj. J. Simpson, Second New Orleans Infantry (Union.) 
wares No. 1. = 


Report of Brig. Gen. James E. Slaughter, C. 8. Army. 2 


Hovston, TEX., May 7, 1864. 


. Colonel Griffin attacked the enemy at Calcasieu yesterday morn- 
ing; captured gun-boats Granite City and Wave, 16 guns and 80 © 
prisoners. Can you spare Cook’s regiment, or five companies of it, _ 
‘to guard prisoners at Hempstead ? eo 
; JAS. E. SLAUGHTER. 


Brig. Gen. HAWES, 
Galveston. 


No. 2. 
Reports of Col. William H. Griffin, Twenty-first Texas Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS SABINE Post, 
Sabine Pass, May 11, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following as amendatory of 
my reportt on the late engagement with the enemy at Calcasieu 
Pass: Owing to the hurried manner in which I wrote out my report 
and the multiplicity of other business on my hands, I omitted entirely 
to mention the names of the officers of the medical staff engaged 
with me on that occasion. Great credit and praise is due to Assist- 

-ant Surgeons Barton, Gordon, and Bailey for the indefatigable and 
energetic manner in which they discharged their duties. At the 
commencement of the battle, a hospital was established at a vacant 
house, to which all the wounded were carried as fast as possible. As 
soon as the wounded of my command were disposed of they lent all 
their aid to the Federal medical officer. Only one capital operation 
was performed upon the soldiers of my command, but there were 
nine capital operations performed upon the officers and crew of the 
Granite City. I thought it very strange when I went on board the 
Granite City that there were so many seriously wounded and so few 
dead. It will now be explained. Five dead bodies have washed 
ashore, to which weights had been attached and then thrown over- 
board. How many more dead were thrown overboard of course will 
never be known. Iwas aboard the Granite City when the knave ran 
up the white flag. I could after that plainly see pistols, guns, swords, 
&c., being thrown overboard. It is said an iron safe was also thrown 
into the pass. They attempted to throw oyerboard two Dahlgren 


*U.S. steamers Granite City and Wave captured May 6; attack on U. S. trans- 
port Ella Morse, May 8, and capture of boat party from the U.S. steamer New Lon- 
don, May 10, See Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864, 

+Not found, ie eS 


P Adjutant General, Howton. 


ee dae ae Case ee joe eee SABINE Pens 
r = -—  __ = Sabine Pass, Tex., May 17, 1864, 


Paes I ke the honor: ne tnt the following more detailed state 
om ent of the captured prisoners, the killed and wounded, in thedate 
en seein with the enemy at Calcasieu Pass on the 6th and 10th 
 instan . Se 


_ Federal Prisoners. Te ee = 

. Captured on the 6th instant ..... ee Ce ie ise a” ice ee See . 166° - 

ee ered IR ee RS A a acl pn Dig ace cinn'v p'nce-2,). «.<'din AA 9/6 Ses ge YS 

_ Captured since on the Mermentou iL TTT I Root Sarre ee 

Te I Se 174 =. 

Of the above there were— ? 
Commissioned officer of the Army ......... ES He EAT. 1 
Bepeermlccioned Oficers-Of The Navy s..- 0... pening rte cnet ene sense resect eng 24 
Non-commissioned officers and privates of the Army.............00. eee eens 27 
Petty officers, seamen, &c., of the Navy........cccssecerecccccer secceeeseres 103 
Negroes (7 Northern and 8 ‘Southern) A et ari i Faa mene er eeiey Meas, ~ a) 
pret. 5 dnb PEAR 1IST01 apo eae eae PRPS ORATOR EST mm EM SEL oe MR OA SR a ens oS 1 

; EL Ue a OO Iie PR RRR SS Bet TCR a ap ES eS. 174 
Demme iatmictone Minty, 166200) ccces crak ys cus Chey eek fcc deve tuce ses tvenes “138 
Gant,dack [Nelson] sent to Houston. . co.i 2.5. eee eee cee cece ence ones 1 
eee TE LY glare nae aaa ess clk ace bees Fae oe ee 19 
Be ORONERE OLE BUCAMIOL 2 WV AVC onc in mye Ovo c since ioe cele tt bev eta wee oneal 13 
EO AE eA OUIGE MPT ENE eta th, ras a pli no Vian thle ooiirSl> o's alone Saeed os vrewacke 1 
me in charge of Major McReynolds... 22... 6... ccc cece eee cee enn ee eee rs 
Prenarce. ot Assistant OUrgeOn- GOTO. 2.0.6 ek eee nk see ne ne says vies come 1 
RUC IAE CC AVDA ITE LATIMER fo, Src chae panei chlo a Sen Sains ais a's y ntess ae wen oF 98 ope 1 
RM CCSER ROU CITA OES tate et hay aR ae ase aia t OES Un wie aks ontop p's 8 af tne 4 
AM eT A ON ego Red hee PR on ck WAC RB nn of pa I oO Ea EPL SOY op 174 
Negroes captured 

IRE CUOTY Ny 10, TOOL ee rege ee ldo gtasjsid ets ve cceesecscah be 10 
MES Ot CAMONGUMSTINIT sof 0 wad Sec she AS oe Fi ike b eke ree Cav ton eee vetet 1 
In charge of Major McReynolds...............6-. se eee cece eee cent eee eens 1 
In charge of Assistant Surgeon Gordon............. 6.00 ce eee een eect e eens 1 
Repent SOILD POC Krad eng cae coi circ ce gic ce cctv baie ce ces Maree ntsig 1 
ca Gat CY Col a70) 9 Retain Ppa = Sa en en nS ae oc 1 
aa ce isa) ee OS go ng islet oogis Sp te nc.c0 even?) 9) ae 15 
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z a6: Colonel Twe Infant 
— Capt. L. G. ALDRICH, ee 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of Texas. &c., Houston, Tex. 
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3 Return of Casualties in the Confederate forces at Calcasieu Pass, May 6, 1864. — 
: (Compiled from nominal list of casualties.) = 


a 


Killed. | Wounded. 


se le 
t Command. : 5 : £ : : 
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PORTALS Teka Sg Se are ee Serie | 2084 Sapa , 
CSN FEI GT Wee Se Soepatce neh SINS aoe ein Aen a SEE Saas S| Perea el ie do b2 4 
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2: a Lieut. N. EK. Iglehart, wounded. 


b One man mortally wounded. 
ec Two men mortally wounded. 


No. 3. 
Report of Maj. J. Simpson, Second New Orleans Infantry (Union), 


New ORLEANS, La., May 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have to report the capture of the detachment sent tq 
Calcasieu, La.; also the gun-boats Wave and Granite City at that — 
place. I arrived at Calcasieu Sunday, 8th instant, at 7 a. m., on the 
steamer Ella Morse, Captain Pepper. We crossed the bar and en- 
tered the river, and when within about 500 yards of the gun-boats, 
things looking a little suspicious, stopped our boat. The tide swung 
her around ; we dipped our flag as a signal, and were answered by a 
broadside from the Granite City. We immediately put on steam 
and ran down the river, the Granite City throwing shot and shell at 
us for about half a mile, and then we were attacked by sharpshooters 
from either shore. Our pilot was wounded by the first shot. Cap- 
tain Pepper took the wheel and ran the boat out. We know noth- 
ing further in regard to the capture. 

1 have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. SIMPSON, 
Major Second New Ovleans Volunteers. 
Maj. Gen.*JosmpH J. REYNOLDS, 
Commanding Defenses of New Orleans. 


_ Found the ferry-boat destroyed, and impossible to cross either Cur- 
rent or Black Rivers without endangering the lives of some of my 
men; therefore I proceeded up Current River some 10 miles. My — 
-__ advance* discovered the rebels in line near the road, in the brush, — 

_ and fired upon them, they receiving in return a volley from some 
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In compliance with the within order, I proceeded on 
ning of the 6th for the point within named, first, to or near Pop- 
Bluff, 33 miles; thence to Cleveland, in the swamps, 40 mile 

ice to ferry on Current River, near Pocahontas, Ark So saiiee 


seventy-five or eighty guns without doing any injury. I immedi- 
ately formed my men and charged them, scattering them in all direc- 
tions, they having 12 killed and a number wounded. After lookin 


ere the brush in search of rebels, and found that they had al 


skedaddled, I proceeded on to Little Black bridge, some 22 miles, 


fearing it might be torn up by the rebels and cause me some trouble 


in eae Little Black River. Finding no forage, I proceeded on 
to Buck Skull, some 5 miles, and encamped. On the morning of the 
10th, turned my course toward Patterson; marched 35 miles, and 
encamped; and on the 11th, came into Patterson, having lost in the 
skirmish 1 man, supposed to be taken prisoner, and 2 horses killed. 
Learned from reliable sources that Kitchén was some 20 miles below 
Gainesville, on Crowley’s Ridge, with but few men; I also learned 
that Reves had some 40 men 12 miles below Pocahontas, Ark., re- 
eruiting. The men with which he attacked me were commanded by 
Captains Johnston, Bowls, Kenedy, and Reves. 

ana quiet, as far as I could learn, west of Pocahontas and Doni- 

an. 
Z Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ABIJAH JOHNS, 
Capt. Company A, Third Cav., Missouri State Militia. 
Col. Joun F. TYLER, 
Commanding Post of Pilot Knob. 


MAY 8, 1864,—Skirmish near Maysville, Ark. 


Report of Col. William A. Phillips, Third Indian Home Guard. 
Fort Scort, Kans., May 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. T. J. McKean, Paola, Kans. : 


I have received the following news in a letter from Colonel Phil- 
lips, dated at Fort Gibson on the 10th instant: 


Captain Anderson, with a small command from this place, who was out on a re- 
connaissance after Adair, had a fight on the 8th with a portion of the rebel forces 
10 miles northeast of Maysville. The rebels lost 6 killed. Anderson has 2 badly 
wounded. River here falling. 

WM. A. PHILLIPS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


C. W. BLAIR, 


Colonel, &c. 


* On May 8. 
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=  epart ah Maj. Jacob Downing, First Colorado ¢ ‘ave 


Bluffs, where a few days since I reported to you that I had skirmished 


- with them, and that several war parties had been seen in the vicinity 


of the Platte, and in one instance having attacked a ranch and were 


driven off, I immediately prepared a command to go again to the 


cation, feeling that in that manner only could I drive them fromthe — 


river and remove the danger. Therefore, on the 9th instant, at 2 

.m., with about 80 men, I marched 20 miles down the Platte to 
AiSoro & Chesby’s ranch, when, after halting till 6 p.m, of the same 
day, started for the cafion, about 40 miles distant, and reached it 
about daylight in the morning; but the Indians, determined not to 
be surprised this time, decamped, leaving all their lodges, fourteen 
in number, cooking utensils, about 130 saddles, and in fact every- 
thing belonging to them, not even excepting their dried meats, &c., 
all of which I destroyed. Shortly afterward I discovered a large en- 


campment of Sioux Indians, who informed me that they were desir- 
’- ous of peace, and that the Cheyennes, having abandoned everything, 


they believed before they stopped for any time would go to Powder 
River ; that they (the Cheyennes) had applied to the Sioux for as- 
sistance to fight the soldiers, and that they (the Sioux) had refused 
to join them, when the Cheyennes in their fright determined to 
seek safety in flight. The Sioux thought that a war party of the 
Cheyennes, about 25 in number, had gone to the Platte to steal 
horses in order to make their escape more certain. 

In order to stop their depredations on the river, after halting two 
hours, I determined to reach the river as soon as possible, when, after 
a rapid march, reached the Platte about 8 p. m. on the evening of 
the 10th instant, where I learned that Indians had been seen during 
the afternoon, and that the settlers apprehended trouble. I imme- 
diately ordered out patrols, and up to the present time everything is 
quiet as far as I have been able to learn. J can form no estimate of 
the time it will take to entirely subdue these depredators, but think 
that everything thus far is favorable to a speedy adjustment of this 
difficulty, provided the pursuit is, for a short time hence, vigorously 
maintained. 

I intend ordering Lieutenant Chase with his detachment to report 
for duty to Camp Sanborn, and Lieutenant Murrell with his detach- 
ment to the Junction station, 34 miles up the river, when I think 
the road to Denver from this will be comparatively safe. I intend 
starting to-morrow morning for Denver to talk with you regarding 


this affair, if it meets your approval. If you should not approve | 


my coming, telegraph me at the Junction. 
Hoping, sir, that what I have done will meet your approval, I re- 
main, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. DOWNING, 
Major, First Colorado Cavalry. 
Col. J. M. CHyINGTON, 
First Colorado Cavalry, Comdg. District. 


AmErIcAN RANCH, May 11,1864. 


COLONEL: My scouts having reported on the 9th instant that a 
body of Cheyennes had again taken possession of the cafion at Cedar 


Coronet : I have the honor to submit the following report of the - 


_ 85 men of Company K and 10 men of Company O, Fifth Infantry — 
_ California Volunteers ; Second Lieut. H. H. Stevens and 41 men of 
_ Company I, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, and 16 men of 
_ Companies C and L, First Cavalry, California Volunteers, was organ- 
ized at Fort Bowie, in accordance with your instructions, and 
. see on the 9th ultimo with twenty-five days’ rations on pack- 
- mules. 

The command proceeded along the southern base of the Chirica- 
_ hua Mountains to a point about 20 miles northwest of Fort Bowie ; 
thence aoe across those mountains and the valley connecting 
the Valley del Sauz and the Playa de los Pimas, through the eastern 
ae of the Sierras Bonito to the Cienega Bonito, near the base of 

ount Graham, where it arrived on the 12th. 

First Lieut. George A. Burkett, commanding Company I, Fifth 
_ Infantry, California Volunteers, Asst. Surg. P. H. Cox, medical offi- 
_ cer of the expedition, and myself, having been detained on special 
_ duty, left Tucson on the evening of the 9th, and with a detachment 
_ of 7men, Company F, First Cavalry, California Volunteers, overtook 
- the command on the evening of the 13th at the Cienega Bonito, 
From the Cienega the command moved to the Gila, and thence up 
the valley of the Gila to within a few miles of the mouth of the Rio 
Bonito. Here it crossed to the north side of the Gila, and passing 
northeast for 8 or 9 miles, struck the Rio Bonito about 6 miles above 
its mouth. From our camp on this stream 7 men of the First Cay- 
alry, California Volunteers, were dispatched on the 17th with an 
express to Fort Bowie. Following up the Bonito we entered a broad, 
fine valley stretching off to the northwest, and pene down the 
south side of this valley, encamped at some small springs on the 
evening of the 17th. At9 p. m. that night, with Lieuts. Burkett 
and Stevens and a force of 60 men, I marched, in compliance with 
your verbal instructions, 10 miles to some water-tanks, with the Hope 
of finding Indians there, but was disappointed. Marching south- 
westerly over a rough chain of mountains we crossed the Gila and 
encamped on the south side, near the mouth of the Tulerosa, on the 
20th. On the 2ist, Lieutenant Burkett and 35 men were sent to 
escort you in your examination of the Tulerosa and Mount Graham 
yasses. I remained in camp on the Gila with the main force, and 

ieutenant Burkett and party returned on the 24th. 

On the 25th, the whole force moved down the south side of the 
Gila about 25 miles and encamped a few miles above the mouth of 
the San Carlos. On the 26th, we discovered smoke on the San Car- 
los, and in accordance with your instructions I organized a party 
of 85 men, and with Lieutenants Burkett and Dutton marched at 9 
p. m. for the San Carlos. Lieutenant Stevens was left in charge of 
camp, with instructions to move at daybreak to the San Carlos and 
encamp near its mouth. We reached the river about midnight and 
moved cautiously up the valley. A little before daybreak we dis- 
covered a fire and heard the barking of a dog in the brush. Owing 
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_ operations of the troops under my command composing the Gila _ 
tion: The force, consisting of Second Lieut. ee Dutton, — 


child. 3 . 
: Lieutenant Burkett with his company was ordered to advance — 
rapidly up the left bank of the river, and I, with Lieutenant Dutton, 
~ Company K and detachment of Company C, moved up the right | 
bank. We discovered the tracks of Indians going up the river, and 
after advancing rapidly for 24 miles, I became satisfied that the In-  — 
dians would be alarmed before we could possibly reach them, and 
ordered the infantry to return. The detachment of cavalry, under 
special orders from yourself, having moved rapidly up the river in 
advafice discovered a small rancheria about 5 miles above, but the 
Indians had been alarmed by one escaped from the lower rancheria, 
and had succeeded in getting nearly out of range. The cavalry fired 
upon them and killed 1. They burned their huts and everything of 
value about them, and destroyed several acres of corn. In this 
skirmish First Sergt. Christian Foster, Company K, Fifth Infantry, 
California Volunteers, received a painful, though not dangerous, 
wound in the knee from a spent minie-musket ball. After a short | 
rest the whole command moved down the river about 5 miles, where 
we found Lieutenant Stevens with the train. In the afternoon our 
guides captured a woman and two children. Slte was living alone 
and had several acres of fine corn. This was destroyed under your 
special direction. 
As you had previously determined to move upon a rancheria sup- 
nosed to be in the Mescal Mountains, on the 28th we moved down the 
an Carlos to its mouth, and thence down the Gila to near the entrance 
of the Great Cafion. Here, discovering the fresh tracks of an In- 
dian in the trail, I halted the command and sent my scouts forward 
to reconnoiter. The scouts advanced about a half a mile and dis- 
covered,and captured 5 women and 2 children. They said they were 
living alone near the Gila and that their husbands were in the Mes- 
cal Mountains. From them we learned something of the distance 
to, and location of, the rancherias. We moved down the cafion of 
the Gila for several miles and encamped at 11 a.m. Here I received 
your instructions to organize a force to move upon and surprise the 
rancherias that night. Accordingly a detail of 70 infantry and 10 
cavalry was made for this duty, and at 4 p. m. the whole command 
moved down the Gila 4 or 5 miles, and crossing several sharp ridges 
to the northwest, encamped upon a small rivulet not far from the 
river, Lieutenant Dutton was ordered to remain here in charge of 
the train and to move on the trail of the advance party at daybreak. 
At 9 p.m, the force detailed marched for the rancherias, taking with 
them one of the captured: women as a guide. The trail for about 24 
miles led up an igymense rocky mountain, from the summit of which 
we could see the cafion in which the rancherias were situated, Near 
the summit of this mountain we halted until the moon rose, Hav- 
ing learned from the Indian woman that there were two rencherias 
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detachment was ordered to remain on the - 


— 


t 12.30 a. m. on the 29th, Lieutenant Burkett was ordered to pro- — 
to the upper rancheria and attack it at daybreak. Forthe detai 
e attack upon the upper rancheria, I respectfully refer you to the 
accompanying report* of Lieutenant Burkett. At the same time I 
moved down the mountain upon another trail, with 32 men of Com- 
pany K and 5 men of C, to attack the lower rancheria. After passing 
down the mountain for half a mile I halted my command and sentmy 
scouts forward to reconnoiter. I remained in this position until nearly 
daybreak, and then proceeded down the mountain and got position 
under cover of some brush within 200 yards of their huts. A fire 
was burning near one of them and an Indian sitting near it. I sent 
_ Sergeant Brown, of Company K, with 15 men to enter the cafion 
_ below and cut off their retreat down the cafion, hoping if they es- 
- caped us to force them upon Lieutenant Burkett’s command. I now 
advanced with the balance of my command through a corn-field to 
within 50 yardsof their huts without being discovered and opened fire 
upon them. These huts were situated on a mesa some 30 or 40 feet 
above the creek, and I now discovered that the main portion of the 
‘rancheria was along the creek in the bottom of the cation. The in- 


mates of the lower huts had commenced a precipitate retreat down 
the cafion, seeing which, Sergeant Brown took his party forward on 
- arun, met them with a volley, killed some and turned the rest back * 
_ up the cafion and up the steep open mountain on the opposite side, 
thus exposing them to the fire of. my whole force. Not more than 7 
- Indians escaped, and 4 of these, from the blood on their trails, were 


known to be wounded. The only one who escaped down the cafion 
was afterward trailed by his blood for half a mile and killed. He 
had an ivory-handled Colt revolver with thename of John B. Mills, 
jr., engraved upon the handle. He was recognized by the Indian 
woman as a bade chief named Ska-ish-nah, and said to be known to 
the Mexicans and Americans by the name of Skid-na-ha. _In twenty 
minutes from the commencement of the action not a live Indian was 
to be seen. The result was 36 killed, 4 wounded, and 2 prisoners, 
and no casualty on our side. We captured $660 in gold coin, 1 
Sharps carbine, 1 Colt revolver, 1 double-barreled shotgun, 1 fine 
California saddle, 1 pair saddlebags, 1 bridle, 1 headstall, 1 small 
box musket caps, 1 box pistol caps, 2 powder-horns containing a 
little powder, about 1,000 pounds mescal, and several baskets of 
wheat. The caps were distributed among the men, A portion of 
the mescal was retained to ration our prisoners to Tucson, and the 
balance, with a large number of bows and arrows and a great quan- 
tity of trash, valuable only to the Indians, was placed upon the huts 
and burned, Lieutenant Dutton with the train arrived at 9 a. m., 
and Lieutenant Burkett and command at 11a.m. The whole force 
was encamped on the edge of the corn and wheat fields, and all the 
animals turned upon the crops. In the afternoon Lieutenant Dutton 
with a small party destroyed several acres of corn, beans, melons, 
&c., about a mile from our camp. 

On the 30th, the command again marched, and encamped on the 
San Pedro. near old Fort Breckinridge, on the morning of the Ist 


* Not found. 


train. Leaving our camp in charge of the detachment-of cavalry 


we marched at 8 p. m. up the Arivaypa. The trail much of the way 


was exceedingly difficult to travel at night, being through a dense 


growth of underbrush and obstructed in many places by trees which 
the Indians had fallen across it. . 

We reached the Indian farms a little before daylight on the morn- 
ing of the 2d, but found no Indians. A careful examination after 
daylight showed that none had lived in this part of the cafion for a 
long time. Six Indians were seen on a high mountain out of range 
of our muskets. Longino, the Apache guide, held a conversation 


with them in which they requested that we would not destroy their - 


wheat, as they needed it for food. There was about ten acres of fine 
wheat and four or five of corn, melons, &c. The wheat was so green 
it would not burn, and I had no other means of destroying it. After 
resting a few hours we marched back to camp, where we arrived at 
1p.m. We had marched 30 miles in going to and returning from 
the farms and forded the Arivaypa thirty-six times. 

On the morning of the 3d, we marched for Tucson, where we 
arrived on the afternoon of the 4th, having been twenty-six days in 
the field. The total results of our operations are: Indians killed, 
51; wounded, 17; prisoners, 16 women and children. Property cap- 
tured, $660 in gold coin, 1 mule, 3 horses, 2 Sharps carbines, 1 
double-barreled shotgun, 1 Colt revolver, 2 saddles, 2 pairs of sad- 
dlebags, 1 bridle, 1 headstall, 2 lances, 4 boxes caps, and 4 powder- 
horns. Property destroyed, 1 ton mescal, 30 acres of wheat, corn, 
beans, &c., and a large number of bows and arrows. The only casu- 
alty in my command was the aecidental wounding of Sergeant Foster. 

The death of the two chiefs, As-calt-chu-ash and Skid-na-ha, and 
the destruction of their crops must be a serious blow to these Indians, 
Though these bands are perhaps no worse than others of the race, 
it is particularly gratifying to know that justice has overtaken the 
murderers of Mills and Stevens. 

The conduct of both officers and men, in their patient endurance 
of hardships and privations and zeal in seeking the wily Apaches, 
is worthy of all praise. I deem it my duty to specially acknowledge 
my appreciation of the good conduct of Sergt. Charles Brown, of 
Company K, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers. His quick per- 
ception of the position and prompt action conduced much to the 
almost total destruction of the Indians in the lower rancheria. 

I pee the honor to remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. T. TIDBALL, 
Capt. Rifth Infy., Cal. Vols., Comdg. Troops Gila Exp. 
Lieut. Col. NEuson H.-Davis, 
Assistant Inspector-General, U, S. Army. 
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rt of Col. John F. Tyler, First Missouri State Militia Infantry 
ia ee. ‘Prior Knos, Mo., May 25, 1864. 
‘My scout has just returned from Gainesville, Ark. No regular 


10,000 ; captured and destroyed many shotguns, rifles, and a 


- considerable amount of ammunition. Got into Gainesville just 


RTO Fie 


_ twenty-four hours after Kitchen, with several of his officers left 


there. Officers and men had a pretty severe time, but stood it well. 


_ Our only casualty was the wounding of peer Johns by some 


guerrillas while he was in camp at Scatterville, Ark. I think the 
country has been more thoroughly scoured this time than ever before. 
J. F, TYLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. HARRISON HANNAHS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Herman J. Huiskamp, Sixth Missouri Cavalry. 
BLOOMFIELD, Mo., May 21, 1864. 

I have arrived all O. K. I formed a junction with Captain Johns 
on the 18th instant. Both of the commands entered Gainesville at 
the same time. Captain Johns killed some of Reves’ men, and cap- 
tured and destroyed over $10,000 worth of medicines. On our return, 
and while in camp near Scatterville, Ark., Captain Johns was shot 
by guerrillas, a ball passing through and shattering his leftarm. He 
was also wounded in the hip. The country around Gainesville 
swarms with guerrillas, but no organized force is there; in fact, 
could not subsist. The command is weary, hungry, and worn out, 
and many of the horses need shoeing, and unless otherwise ordered I 


will remain here until day after to-morrow. 
H. J. HUISKAMP, 


Captain, Commanding. 


Col. J. F, Tyimr. 


MAY 13, 1864.—Skirmish at Spavinaw, Ark. 
Report of Maj. Milton Burch, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry. 
Neosuo, Mo., May 14, 1864. 


Sir: For the information of the ¢Gommanding general, I have the 
honor of reporting the operations of a scout made under my imme- 


force was met at any place, but bushwhackers in abundance. 
Five were killed and some wounded. They run Reyes andhiscom-  ~ 
mand, and ate a dinner that was prepared for him on Black River. 
_ Captured a rebel mail and the carrier; nothing of importance in it. 
F ag ed a supply of medicines stored up by the rebels valued at 
~ abou 


from thi pork ene .e 10th inst 
on foot ; the men on foot were 
Kelso and Capt. Ozias Ruark. 
- On the third day the infantr 


y returned back to this post. I mover 


~ on in the direction of Spavinaw, which point I reached on the night 
of the 13th. : = : 

- * About 11 0’clock on the night of the 13th I discovered the camp-fires _ 
of the enemy, but thinking it might be Colonel Allen’s camp I de- — 


ferred attacking them till I reconnoitered and ascertained who they 


were. I still intended to defer the attack till morning, but after due — 
- deliberation, and having passed some houses with families living — 
there, I knew that they would have a good chance to get information 


of my whereabouts. I resolved to attack them. I dismounted my 
men and moved slowly and cautiously to where I thought their picket 


might be stationed, but found none. I then gave the order to charge, — 
which was obeyed promptly; the enemy being some in their beds and 


some lazily lounging by their fires. When we had thoroughly pene- 
trated their camp there was a general skedaddle, leaving 22 head of 
horses, 10 stand of arms, saddles, pants, hats, shoes ; in fact, every- 
thing pertaining to make them comfortable. We only succeeded in 
killing 2 of the gang and wounding several more. The squad, 30 in 
number, came in with Colonel Adair, and belonged to the Second 
Cherokee Indian Regiment. From my observation and what I could 
Jearn, there are about 100 or 150 men all told. I intend starting an- 
other pate in a few days to ascertain more correctly their numbers 
and give them a thrashing. 

With respect, I remain, your most obedient servant, 

MILTON BURCH, 
Major, Comdg. Batt., Eighth Cav., Missouri State Militia. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Springfield. 


MAY 13, 1864.—Skirmish near Cuba, Mo. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Odon Guitar, Missouri State Militia. 


Rouua, Mo., May 13, 1864. 
Sixteen of the Fifteenth Missouri State Militia and a small party 
of Enrolled Missouri Militia, suddenly called together, fell upon a 
party of 30 guerrillas going north, 6 miles northeast of Cuba, at 1 
o'clock p, m. to-day. The rebels had dismounted to get dinner when 
they were surprised and fired upon by our men. Two were killed 
and several horses, a number of guns, saddles, blankets, &c., cap- 
tured. They were scattered and still being pursued at last accounts, 
My impression is that the party were moving north with the desien 
of crossing the Missouri River. s : 
O. GUITAR, 
‘ Brigadier-General. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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<3 June 27. ; ; ; 
2.—Brig. Gen. Joseph R, West, U. 8S. Army. 
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bi Seventh Army Corps, for May, 1864. _ Ae 
_ No, 4.—Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry (Union), of skirmish at 
es Cypress Creek, 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, including 
= operations May 5-June 27. 


HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S BRIGADE, 
Fifteen miles South of Arkansas River, May 15, 1864. 

CoLONEL: On the morning of the 13th, I arrived on the Arkansas 
River 5 miles below Lewisburg, at the Widow Brown’s Ford, and 
found a 12-foot rise in the river, with the current heavy and strong. 
I had traveled from my camp to the river in a little over three days, 
although the roads were terribly rough and forage and subsistence a 
myth. The river was approached very cautiously, for 1 mile below 
the ford a camp of Federals was discovered and Lewisburg was in 
sight above. evertheless I made instant preparations for crossing. 
The boat I carried up from Camp Bullock was added to by another 
gotten on Fourche la Fave, and with the two I made the venture, 
hazardous as it was. By sundown everything was ready, when 400 
Federals crossed over from Lewisburg and made a sharp, vigorous 
attack upon my outlying pickets. 1 re-enforced them with five com- 
panies, not willing to show a man more than necessary, for the Fed- 
erals took us for guerrillas and I wished to favor the delusion. By 
dark they were all driven back with a loss of 40 killed and wounded, 
while I ae but 1 slightly wounded, and I then put the two boats 
into the river and sent over about 100 men with arms as infantry, 
and these were followed by 100 volunteer swimmers with their horses 
for scouts. The two boat-loads had scarcely got well over when the 
futile and weakened efforts of the horses convinced me that 1t was 
utterly impossible for them to stem the rapid and _resistless current, 
together with the deep and treacherous quicksands on both shores. 
_ ‘To ferry them over was the work of two and a half or three days 
with the two little boats, and I determined not to risk it, for these 
reasons: The Federals at Lewisburg would know our intentions by 
daylight. Thayer’s division had just passed up, six transports pre- 
ceding my arrival only some ten hours, and I was ignorant whether 
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ited at Dardan @; and, worse 
othing could be ee 8 whee ae : 
was unwilling to risk my comr 1 one pa 
ola not caetor the thee so I recalled those I had sent over, and 
_ the next morning (the 14th) marched southward 15 miles, and ai 


now on wy way higher up to cross, which I expect to do, Providence 


permitting, in two days. Iam sure Thayer’s division has gone to 
Fort Smith They had artillery and a few negroes with them. You 
will hear from ones shortly. ; 2 — 
ere JO.0.SHELBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 
Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. : 
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HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S BRIGADE, 
May 31, 1864. 


After my last communication to you from the neighborhood of ~ 
Clarksville, Ark., I pushed on rapidly to White River, across the 
Boston Mountain by way of Clinton and Riggsville. The roads 
were horribly rough, rugged, and entirely destitute of forage and 
subsistence, being infested by swarms of innumerable robbers and 
Federal jayhawkers and guerrillas. Sending out constant and 
trusty scouting parties under tried leaders, I taught them a stern 
and bitter lesson, not soon to be forgotten, and drove them far into 
their mountain recesses, with the loss of many killed, some of them 
their most notorious leaders. 

‘As you are aware, my command for fifty days before it left on 
this expedition had been in constant and severe service. The horses 
were mostly unshod and weak, and the artillery animals greatly re- 
duced on the march from the Ouachita to this place, over the worst 
roads in the world. A great many gave out by the wayside; horses 
fell dead in the artillery traces; the miserable mules furnished by 
too economical quartermasters for my ordnance train died from 
sheer exhaustion, and the crazy, ramshackle wagons wheezed out 
a miserable existence where the eternal shadows of the gloomy 
mountains told of desolation and despair. Twice the iron axle of 
one of my rifled guns broke clear in two, and I was forced to haul 
it in one of the wagons; but by hard work and hard marching 
White River was safely reached and crossed 12 miles above Bates- 
ville May 26. Six days before my arrival the Federal garrison 
at this town, consisting of the First Nebraska Cavalry, Eleventh 
Missouri Cavalry, and the renegade Baxter’s crew of Confederate 
deserters, had gone to Jacksonport, taking with them some 200 
refugee families, I intended to march immediately upon this town, 
but they, hearing of my approach, made a hasty embarkation upon 
seven transports, convoyed by a mosquito gun-boat (the Naumkeag), 
and hurried away down the river. Running aground on Reed’s 
Bar, at Grand Glaise, they were forced to unload before getting over. 
Learning this, I determined to overtake them if possible, and leay- 
ing Batesville at 2 o’clock in the evening, and marching all night, 
reached Grand Glaise about sunrise, but the boats were gone sev- 
eral we before, and my long ride (over 30 miles) must go for 
naught, 
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o tion of this country is and has been pitiable in the ex 
e; Confederate soldiers in nothing save the aes robbers, and 
. awkers have vied with the Federals in plundering, devouring, 
and Ww: the substance of loyal Southerners, and new cruelties — 
have been devised to torture from unwilling lips the secret of some _ 
- hidden treasure. The entire valley is swept bare of forage and sub- 
_ sistence, and there are hundreds of families that must suffer for — 
bread. I am forced for the first time in the history of the war 
_ to graze my horses and feed my men on meat alone. In three 
_ -weeks the wheat crop will be ready for use ; but until that time we 
shall be compelled to live on meat alone. The condition of the 
_ so-called Confederate forces here was horrible in the extreme—no 
_ organization, no concentration, no discipline, no law, no leader, no 
_ anything. The seeds of cotton speculating, horse stealing, illicit 
and : pte trading with the Federals was carried on with a high 
hand, thereby debauching the officers and demoralizing the men. 
They were scattered from Yellville to Helena, from the Missouri 
line to the Arkansas River, 5 and 6 at a house, sweltering in the hot 
fumes of Memphis whisky, and riding rough-shod over defenseless 
families on stolen horses, while predatory bands of Federals, unmo- 
lested and unfought, roamed about like devouring wolves and swept 
whole neighborhoods at a breath. Many good Southern families 
fled to the various posts for protection, and they were not to blame. 
Thus was the country devoured; and now when a regular Confed- 
erate force comes up to their help they find an enemy worse than 
armed men—starvation. 

I have entered upon the duties before me with a full knowledge of 

the difficulties, but with a consciousness of the rectitude of my inten- 
tions and the good of my country. I have, in obedience to orders 
from General Price, elated my instructions, exhorted the men 
by acommon brotherhood and our glorious victories to come up now 
to our triumphant banner, and promised them arms and ammuni- 
tion. I have ordered Rutherford, Freeman, Saxe Adams, and 
Dobbin to report to me immediately, when I shall lay the pro- 
gramme before them and exhort them to energy and determination 
in the new line of policy. Already a great reformation is going on, 
I have told the men and officers that the time for trading with the 
Federals, lying out and dodging the service, and plundering the 
country is over. I have told them that we came to help them organ- 
ize; help them drive out the Federals, and that they must and 
should put their shoulders to the wheel; and I told them, finally, 
calmly, and in sober good earnest, that all who refused to come, 
and still evinced a desire to desolate their country and_ their 
friends, I would either drive them to the Federals or I would kill 
them like excommunicated felons, and by the help of God I shall 
do either one or the other. It will be a blessing and a speeding to 
our cause. 

Three hundred recruits have already come in, and I believe in two 
weeks more I can organize 3,000. Jackman goes bravely on recruit- 
ing, and Coffee will have a full regiment in a short time. Major 
Rutherford, the only fighting man in all this country, will have a 
splendid battalion in a few days. They all have horses, but arms 
are badly needed, which I shall try very hard to take for them 
when my command gets on its feet again. It will be ten or fifteen 
days before I can make any demonstrations against the railroad, for 
the reasons that my horses are completely worn out, unshod, unfed, 
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some joining my command. I had a scout in Lewisburg in five — 
hours after my last communication to you. After the-fight I had 
with them, after crossing the river at Dardanelle, they evacuated 
Lewisburg in haste and fled in disorder to Little Rock. A great — 
many goods were left there, but they were placed in houses where — 
the small-pox was raging, and the men left them unmolested and — 
untouched. This terrible disease was raging with great violence in 
this town, every home nearly being a hospital. Everything now is ~ 
encouraging. The Federals have evacuated every post above Little — 
Rock on the river except Fort Smith. The news from Virginia is glo- — 
rious beyond the most sanguine expectation. After ten days’ terri- — 
ble fighting General Grant has been forced to change his base, which — 
means falling back, and General Lee is now pressing upon him. — 
This is certain beyond the possibility of a doubt. I write you this | 
long communication, colonel, thus fully, freely, and frankly, be- 
cause I wish General Price to understand exactly how matters stand — 
in his district, so that he will be able, as I know he will, to apply — 
the proper remedies. I believe that by taking a firm, decided, and — 
resolute stand, and carrying out my intentions without fear or favor, 
I will be able to redeem this county and add 3,000 or 4,000 good men 
to our army. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, 


Eth BET sae 


JO. O. SHELBY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Troops. 


Lieut. Col. J. F. BELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Camden, Ark. 


HEADQUARTERS SHELBY’S DIVISION, 
December —, 1864. 

CoLONEL: The following report contains a full account of my 
operations north of White River, which I now have the honor of 
laying before you : On May 5, 1864, immediately after the battle of 
Jenkins’ Ferry, I received orders to march to the rear of General 
Steele’s army, occupy the valley of White River, and prevent its 
navigation and the use of the Little Rock and Devall’s Bluff Rail- 
road in every possible manner and fashion. 

Delay in getting ammunition and transportation prevented me 
from moving until the 9th, when, after an Sa beeees hard day’s 
march, I encamped in Rockport, and thence on by heavy traveling 
to the Arkansas River. My horses were much reduced by the un- 
usually vigoMus campaign preceding my departure, and being 
mostly unshod suffered much from the rough and rugged country 
passed over. Although my command had contributed largely to the 


EFLOLY : 
ton mules nackle wagons were all that could 
be furnis 1 ' these died on the mountains of Fourche — 
_ la Fave, and one-third of the crazy vehicles never reached the 
_ Arkansas River. Ree eee 
_ On the Fourche la Fave River a notorious nest of jayhawkers, — 
boomers, and deserters were surprised, routed, 23 killed, 2 wounded, 
_ and 2 captured, who were shot nextday. Ireached the river onthe — 
_ 13th and found it very high and wide. I had brought with me one ~~ 

_ flat-boat, and finding one there I concluded to cross. This was 3 
_ miles below Lewisburg, garrisoned by 400 Federals, and I hid m 
command as closely as possible, with vedettes and foot guards aroun 
the entire camp, and waited for the coming night. The enemy would 
not let me rest quietly. .A large scout pushed in my pickets on the 
Lewisburg road and seemed determined to push into my very camp. 
I did not want to fight them then, for I knew by crossing the river 
unawares I could capture garrison, supplies, and all, and if they 
_ found out my purpose I should have trouble in getting over ; there- 
fore, only resisting hard enough to keep them off, I succeeded in 
keeping up the impression that only a large force of guerrillas were 
in the neighborhood ; but they paid for their temerity by 1 lieuten- 
ant and 35 men killed and wounded, without loss on my part. 

When night came I moved my command down to the river; called 
for 100 volunteer swimmers, who came with great eagerness, and 
filling one boat with picked riflemen, sent them, under command of 
Col. Benjamin Elliott, on a voyage of discovery. Right opposite 
where I proposed crossing was a aes bar, opposite the bar an isl- 
and, and between ‘the island and mainland a deep stream filled with 
quicksand. Allthese facts I did not know, and when Colonel Elliott 
had reported and the swimmers all returned with long faces, I de- 
stroyed the boats, struck back squarely from the river, and made a 
wide detour for Dardanelle, knowing it was a much better and safer 
crossing. 

On the 15th, my advance charged a scouting party of boomers on 
a general foray, killed 21 ; none wounded or captured, 

I fed 9 miles from town on the 16th, where 400 Federals were 
posted, determined to march on that night, invest the place, and 
charge it at daylight. All werit well until about 12 o’clock in the 
night, when my extreme vedettes ran into the advance of a Federal 
force. Both parties fired sharply for several minutes, when the 
enemy fled toward Dardanelle. I knew now that all hopes of sur- 
rise were over, and I determined to charge directly into the place, 
Bark as it was. Following up the fleeing foe, who made several 
sudden stands in the midnight hours, I galloped straight into the 
town and found it evacuated by all but 100 of the garrison, who 
made no resistance. Many supplies were taken, and the Federals in 
their frantic efforts to escape overloaded a frail flat-boat, and many 
of them were lost in the swollen river, their cries ringing wildly out 
on the night air for help and succor. Making instant preparations 
to cross, two large meh commodious boats were obtained, and the 
crossing commenced immediately. 

3y the evening of the 18th, everything was safely over and I en- 
camped at Norristown, The next morning my pickets were fired 
into briskly, but upon throwing out re-enforcements the enemy were 


a se J rigs 
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he 


and a righteous deed. : 

Crossing White River safely on the 26th at O’Neil’s Ferry, 20 
miles west of Batesville, I arrived in the town about nightfall, find- 
ing it entirely abandoned by the enemy, who had heard of my ap- 
proach several days before. There was no forage whatever in the 
country. My command was almost worn out and I determined to 
rest here one week to recuperate everything ; but on the 28th, news 
came in that the Federal garrison at Jacksonport, having taken 
boats for Devall’s Bluff, were hard aground at Grand Glaise. I 
moved in an hour, marched all night, and reached the coveted point 
early the next morning, but the prize had escaped, having gotten off 
the night before and hurried down the river. I found the entire 
country overrun with able-bodied men; recruiting officers quarrel- 
ing or sunk in total apathy ; predatory bands of thieves roaming 
over the country at will, killing some, burning the feet of others, 
and all hungering with the lust of robbery ; one officer refusing to 
report to another, no organizations, no discipline, no arms, no leader, 
no desire to fight, no anything. I immediately ordered every man 
who claimed authority to report to me and told them plainly my 
orders ; exhorted them to become united, and gave them to under- 
stand that I was after every man subject to military duty ;that I 
would hang tories and jayhawkers, protect the te and by the 
help of God it should be done. McCray, Dobbin, Freeman, Ruth- 
erford, and all put their shoulders to the wheel manfully, and soon 
from all over the hills and up from the swamps a vast stream of 
volunteers and conscripts came into camp with a determination to 
make good soldiers. I lingered in the soft spring weather between 
Batesville and Jacksonport, waiting for my command to regain its 
élan and goed Sees their strength. Captain Langhorne, who had 
been sent to Searcy to look out for a large force of Federals that had 
gone to Clinton to cut off my approach to Batesville, but were a day 
too late, ran into their approaching column, and with his little com- 


nd all the lowlands below 
b the 1 eee 
ning to see what was going on the 
terrible, Ceeke and Bayou De Wisw ottoms 1 
oe 3 feet fey but ‘struggling through I reached 
rity of Clarendon on he 23d, and found the gun-boat Queen Ci 
g off the place. pera pickets on every road, and arrestin 
ery man, woman, and child who came out and all who came in, i 
~ kept my proximity silent as She Brave: Determining to attack it 
pan é pea eee a if possible, I waited until 12 o’clock at night, moved _ 
the art: ery to within a mile by horses, unlimbered and draggedthe 
‘guns an to within 50 feet of the boat, covered all bridges with weeds, 
_ carried the ammunition by hand to the guns, dismounted my entire ~ 
5 _ ; le, stationed them along the bank, and waited for the coming 
| dayngnt. — en . 
oe tt was a beautiful moonlit night. White, fleecy clouds hovered 
_ over the sleeping river, over the doomed craft with all her gala lights 
in bloom, and over the crouching lines of infantry and the yawning 
_ cannon. The silence was broken only by the measured tread of the 
_ sentinels and the deep striking of the time-bell. Just as the white 
- hand of morning put away the sable clouds of night four pieces of 
_ artillery. sent their terrible messengers crashin through the boat. 
_ Then the infantry opened with terrific effect, and in ten minutes the 
Queen City was a helpless wreck upon the water, her captain sur- 
rendering unconditionally. With this capture there fell into my 
hands her splendid armament of 9 guns—6 30-pounder Parrotts, 2 
beautiful Dahlgren boat howitzers, and 1 24-pounder howitzer, with 
’ all kinds of the best ammunition—60 officers and seamen, large 
- quantities of supplies and clothing. Everything that could be re. 
» moved was taken off. The two D: fhigren guns placed in position on 
_ the bank to help blockade the river, with plenty of ammunition. 
' The magazine was opened, a train laid, and in ten seconds the un- 
fortunate boat was blown into a thousand fragments, the splinters 
and pieces of iron and wood coming down for hours. I hated to see 
the six splendid guns go down, but no time was left to tarry over an 
effort to secure them. 
I had scarcely changed the position of my battery, got volunteers 
for the new guns, and reformed my infantry when the shrill whistling 
of three boats above warned me to be on the alert. Very soor the 
Tyler, the Grace Seen, and the Naumkeag, three formidable gun- 
boats, came round the bend and opened furiously upon me. For 
two hours the conflict lasted. Without shelter, on an ops levee, 
my gunners stood to their pieces, and the infantry lines charged up 
to the bank of the river and kept the port-holes closed for a while. 
T now learned that their vast superiority of metal was telling heavily 
on my command, and with the two new guns dismounted, and the 
Tyler within 50 yards vomiting bushels of grape and canister at 
every discharge, | withdrew in fine order from the unequal contest, 
the gun-boats patrolling the river until night. They were severel 
handled in the contest. The Tyler received thirteen shots through 
her, the Grace tba was towed off, and the Naumkeag was re- 
ported sunk while being towed to Devall’s Bluff. 
The next day I threw up some rifle-pits and earth-works, which 
were shelled furiously and the working party driven off, 
59 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 
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se the death-grip upon the 
landing of the troops, and_I took position just bey: r 
them back three times. Each time they came back largely 1 
orced, until I found it useless to prolong the contest and fell bac 
‘ly before them. They followed me all day eagerly, but I kept up ~ 
an unbroken rear, and they suffered eoverely: Seo Se 
__ The next day they grew bolder and charged two or three times quite — 
vigorously, when, becoming tired of their incessant attacks, and get- 
_ ting clear of the miry and swimming stream of Bayou De View, I ~ 
- massed three regiments rapidly, charged their advance, and drove it — 
- pell-mell back upon the main body, which also took to flight and _ran 
- 10 miles, throwing away guns, overcoats, hats, and blankets. Gen-~ 
eral Carr followed no farther, and I continued on unmolested. Col- 
Be ~ onel Dobbin was instructed to leave a large force upon White River — 
between Saint Charlesand Clarendon and annoy thenavigation of that 


ond range, dr ving 


stream in every possible shape, which he faithfully did. as 3 

The expedition to Clarendon nearly used up all my horses, living — 
on nothing but grass, and the rain continued without intermission — 
for three weeks. “2 : : 

: My thanks are earnestly due to all my officers and men for their _ 
courage and devotion and their eagerness at all times to meet the 
enemy. ty es = 

Hoping this report will prove satisfactory, I am, colonel, very — 


respectfully, Be pts : 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 2 
3 


Maj. L. A. MACLEAN, q 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of Arkansas. 


No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. West, U. S. Army. 


Hpagrs. Seconp Div., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Little Rock, Ark., May 28,1864. 

Capratn: I have the honor to report the following movements: 
Pursuant to instructions of the 19th instant from the general com- 
manding, ‘‘to organize a force, to consist of the Twelfth Michigan, 
Fifty-fourth, Sixty-first, and One hundred and sixth Illinois, Marr’s 
battery, and all the cavalry now (then) out north of the river and 
railroad, to protect [the latter,” the three first-named regiments of 
infantry and Marr’s battery crossed to the railroad depot, north side 
of the river, opposite Little Rock, on the 19th instant. The district 
commander’s verbal orders were given to me that afternoon to move 
them to Brownsville. Defective arrangements for railroad trans- 
portation prevented the command, including the One hundred and 
sixth Hlinois, qcoming from the direction of Devall’s Bluff, from 
uniting at Brownsville until noon of the 20th instant. The force 
that my command was to oppose was understood to be the rebels 
under Shelby, who, after crossing the Arkansas at Dardanelle, was 
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power. 


make so instant I dispatched an aide to him w 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY 
Ses ‘Little Rock, Ark., May 


4 “ 


{ tei 9 : 
19, 1864, 


Arkansas Cavalry, in. eae : 
By Special Orders, No.7, from headquarters District of Little Rock, 
on e tion north of the river and railroad are under my control. Con- 
1 Orders, No.5, from district headquarters. Cover 
mn and the SAenye Send information to Brownsville — 
iy headquarters here. Harass and delay the enemy by all means in your 
shall be at Brownsville to-night with a force sufficient to support you. 


Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ie" ~ J. R. WEST, - 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


On the 2ist instant, at Brownsville, the following was received 


from Colonel Ryan: 


CADRON FERRY, May 21, 1864, 
Brigadier-General WEST, é : 
f Brownsville : 


GENERAL: Lieutenant Guirado arrived yesterday,2 p.m. Imoved the forces from 


Lewisburg yesterday morning toward Dover. Finding the enemy moving on our 


Sotho) Eres 


flank and rear we fell back on the line of the Cadron. Ithink he will move be- 
tween Clinton and Searcy. Do you wish me to move regardless of covering any 
particular point or let everything go and strike where I can? There has been a 
conflict of reports regarding Shelby’s battery, From Lieutenant Babb, of the 
Fourth Arkansas, who was prisoner while Shelby was at Dardanelle, I learn they 
are 10-pounder Parrott guns, 2,500 men, and remarkably well mounted. Do you 
wish this ferry guarded or destroyed? I have 515 effective men. 
A, H. RYAN, 
Colonel, Commanding, + 


To this the following reply was sent : - 


BROWNSVILLE, May 21, 1864, 
Col, A. H. Ryan, 
Cadron Ferry: 

I wish you to keep between the enemy and my force. I shall move on Austin in 
the morning. Try and unite with me, or at least communicate with me there, by 
to-morrow night. In doing so you must observe the enemy’s er flank. This is 
positive, even if it prevents your uniting with me. Destroy the Cadron Ferry; 
strike where you can, but bear in mind that it is an object to unite with me, 

J. R. WEST, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


On the 22d instant I moved with the main command to Austin, 
drawing to that point, also by authority from the district commander, 
direct from Devall’s Bluff, the Eighth Missouri Cavalry, under Col- 
onel Geiger. You will observe that the enemy was Teperiee moving 
northeast; that Colonel Ryan was ordered to observe his right flank 
even if it prevented his uniting’ with me; that the main force was 
pushing direct to the line of the enemy’s march to strike him on the 
flank. Colonel Ryan did not observe the enemy’s right flank, but 
marched to Peach Orchard Gap, on the 22d instant, and moved the 
same afternoon toward Searcy. I learned this at Austin at 1 a. m., 
May 23, and moved from there at 3 a.m. to Peach Orchard Gap, 


Colo Tine 


back from the direction of Searcy 
a a On the 23d instant the infantry marched to F 
Orchard Gap, Colonel Geiger’s cavalry to Quitman, completing 
miles in two days. I went in person to Quitman; could hear noth 
ing of the enemy. On the morning of the 24th instant nothin could 
be learned of Colonel Ryan. There was a report that 500 rebels were 
on the road from Springfield to Clinton, and that three companies 


of Ryan’s command were at Springfield. I ordered the infantry to” 


Springfield, the force at Springfield to remain there, Colonel Geiger 


~ to march to Clinton, and on the 25th instant to come down the road, - a 


_. where the rebels were said to be, intending that morning to push out 
- aforce.from Springfield to take them in front also. J remained at 
~ Quitman with a small escort until 6 p. m., 24th instant, waiting for 
Colonel Ryan. As hedid not come up, I crossed over to Springfield 


= during the night, reaching that point at 11.30 a. m., 25th instant. - 


Here I found Colonel Ryan and learned from him that Shelby’s rear 
guard had passed through Clinton on the night of the 23d instant. 


Colonel Geiger reached Springfield by 3 p. m. and confirmed this | 


report. - The infantry and artillery had arrived meanwhile, and dur- 
ing the afternoon my entire command was concenttated at Spring- 

‘field. Colonel Ryan’s command were without rations, his horses 
badly worn down, and needing shoes. Colonel Geiger’s cavalry had 
marched 100 miles the first two days and 50 miles the next two ; the 
roads and travel were telling on his horses. The infantry and artil- 
lery had marched 80 miles in four days over a very rough country. 
With an exhausted’ command, two days’ rations on hand, and the 


enemy sixty hours in advance of me and all cavalry, I did not consider ~ 


it practicable to follow him with any expectation of meeting success. 
Or the 26th, telegraphic communication with you being interrupted, 
I returned in person to district headquarters for orders, and am now 
apprised that my command will be withdrawn to another line of 
operations with its original object. It is proper that this report 
should be made at the present time. Why the enemy got beyond 
my reach is attributable to delays upon the railroad, and to the fact 
that Colonel Ryan never touched his right flank at all. The Eighth 
Missouri and Tenth Illinois Cavalry, under Colonel Geiger, the in- 
fantry named in your original order, under Colonel Graves, and 
Marr’s battery deserve commendation for the celerity and good order 
of their movements. Prompt, rapid, and compact at all times, they 
moved straight toward an enemy that was allowed to elude them by 
the failure of Colonel Ryan and his command to keep in contact 
with him. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. R. WEST, 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Capt. C. H. Dymr, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Little Rock. 


No.*3. 
Abstract from Record of Events on return of First Brigade, 
“y . . . a ne > . 
Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, for May, 1864. 


May 19.—A portion of the brigade, consisting of the Fifty-fourth 
and Sixty-first Mlinois and Twelfth Michigan Volunteers, under the 


ht eee 


ne i at 3 a. <= of the 23d, and 
, ee oe 
9 .m.; distance, 18 miles é 
y 25.—Broke camp at 4 ane iad marched 20° miles 2 


20 miles, w 
command reached pringfield, Ark., where it remained three 


_ May 28.—Left Springfield ; reached Cadron Ferry at 9 a. m. on 
the 29th, and after je tapas gee ra in the wiiderness until next — 
_, morning, when at 4a. m. started for Little Rock, where it arrived. 
- at8a.m. May 31, having marched a distance of 140 miles. vee 


No. 4. ; | 


Report of Col. Abraham H. Ryan, Third Arkansas Cavalry 
2 (Union), of skirmish at Cypress Creek. 


LEWISBURG, May 14, 1864. 


Masgor: Major Clarkson, Third Arkansas Cavalry, returned with 
his command during the night, bringing in the body of Lieutenant 
Ritter, whom the eels had robbed and stripped to his underclothes. 
Major Clarkson met the enemy in Perry County, 5 miles from the 
river; a skirmish ensued, the major driving the enemy over and 
beyond Cypress Creek, destroying their camp, pursuing them a mile 
farther ; the enemy broke and ran. It being night, pursuit was 
discontinued. Receiving orders, the command returned without the 
loss of a man. Enemy’s loss not known. The major reports the 
men as behaving remarkably well. I would respectfully ask if the 

eneral thinks it advisable that the Third Battalion of the regiment 

e sent here? Yesterday the post was nearly Epi to furnish 
men to scout over the river, aad I candidly believe the best interests 
of the service demand that they be taken from the influences that 
surround them in Little Rock. pee 


, H. RYAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


e 
; 
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Maj. WILLIAM D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock, Ark. 


MAY 15, 1864.—Attack on Mount Pleasant Landing, La., and pursuit of 
the Confederates. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ullmann, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCEs, 
Port Hudson, La., May 17, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 15th 
instant at daylight a rebel force of cavalry surrounded and attacked 
the stockade at Mount Pleasant Landing. It was defended by a 
guard of 1 lieutenant and 20 men of the Sixty-seventh U. 8, Infantry 


4 ce 
; I sent out a cav: shisha i of the One hunar 
ghteenth Illinois, followed and supported by a force consi } 
-Seventy-eighth U..S. Infantry (colored), Col. 8. B. Jones, an 
~ ‘Twelfth Massachusetts Battery. After a rapid pursuit of 4 
miles the cavalry came up with the enemy, and had several sharp | 
skirmishers with them. They succeeded in rescuing most of the ~ 
prisoners taken at Mount Pleasant, but were not able to recover the 
stock and merchandise plundered by the rebels. As there were — 
reports of a considerable Confederate reserve on the Baton Rouge > 
- road, in accordance with my orders, the pursuit was discontinued. — 
+ Our loss is as follows: At Mount Pleasant, 1 man- killed, 3 wounded, 
and Second Lieut. John A. Moulton, Sixty-seventh U. 8. Infantry 
(colored), taken prisoner, who, I regret to say, together with several 
citizens, still remains in the hands of the enemy. In the skirmishes 
_ 2of the Illinois cavalry were wounded and 5 horses shot. At Mount 
- Pleasant 2 rebels were killed and several wounded. In the skir- 
_ mishes we killed 4, and took 2 prisoners, 1 of whom proves to be a 
_ very dangerous character, of whom I have repeatedly heard. The 
- force of the enemy was divided into detachments, which attacked 
_ the stockade, estimated at 150 each, and a reserve under Colonel 
Powers, reported to be as many more. : 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
DANTEL ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Capt. J. SCHUYLER CRosBY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, New Orleans. 


MAY 16, 1864.—Action at Big Bushes, near Smoky Hill, Kans. 


REPORTS. ; 

No. 1.—Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry. : i 

No. 2.—Lieut. George S. Eayre, McLain’s Colorado Battery. 
No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, First Colorado Cavalry. 


Fort Lyon, Couo. TEer., May 27, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to state for the information of the colonel 
commanding that Lieutenant Eayre, with a detachment of his com- 
mand, have reported at this post; the balance of his command are 
now at Fort Larned. He has had a fight with the Cheyenne Indians at 
a point on the Smoky Hill Fork, between this post and Fort Larned, 
known as Big Bushes. His loss is 4 killed and 3 wounded ; the loss 
of the Indians amounts to 25 to 30 killed and a number wounded, 
Among the Cheyennes killed is their principal chief, Black Kettle, 
and two other chiefs, viz, Good-Eye and Tut-Tut. The Cheyennes 
retreated in a direction toward the north. Lieutenant Eayre sup- 
poses the number of Indians to be from 400 to 500 that he engaged 
all warriors, the\making the first attack, Lieutenant Eayre has 
Jost a number of horses killed, wounded, and stampeded in the fight. 
From all I can learn the men and officers behaved well and acted in 
such a manner as to reflect credit upon themselves as Colorado 


owing evic of discontent, and have 
e srg upon trains in site Beighonh 
arned. I have troops zu ome ee man: rues 
| immediate | intelligence oe a redations b 
Indians on this route. The are and ’ Aett 5 ee 
rado Battery, Lieutenant Burdsal SOU E: ei a 


to-day. 

we am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
te E. W. WYNKOOP, = 
4 Major, First Cavalry of Colorado, Comdg. Fort Lyon, ee. 
a Lieut. 5.8. sean, ey 
; A, A, A. G5 Military District of Colorado. Z 


wee 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. George S. Eayre, McLain’s Colorado Battery. 


Fort LARNED, Kans., May 19, 1864, 
Srr: I have the honor to inform you that on the 16th instant, when 
within 3 miles of the Smoky Hill, I was attacked by the Cheyenne 
Indians, about 400 strong, and a fter a, persistent fight of seven and 
one-half hours succeeded in driving them from the field. They lost 
83 chiefs and 25 warriors killed ; the wounded I am unable to esti- 
mate. My own loss is 4 men Killed and 3 wounded. My animals 
are exhausted. I will remain at this post until further orders, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. 8. KAYRE, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Detachment. 
Col. J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Commanding District of Colorado, 


MAY 16, 1864.—Skirmish near Drywood Creek, Mo. 
RHPORTS. 
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 
Kansas. 
Wo. 2.,—Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding brigade. 
No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commanding 
Department of Kansas. 


Forr LEAVENWORTH, Kans., May 17, 1864. 
General McKean telegraphs that Colonel Blair’s command yester- 
day attacked a party of guerrillas 35 miles southeast of Fort Scott, 


killing 3 and wounding several. Our troops still in pursuit. 
Ss. R. CURTIS, 
Major- General. 


+ epee a 


Major-General ROSECRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Missowri. 


commanding 


Fes ere eae 7 Fort Scort, Kans., May 17, 186: 
_ My troops followed the bushwhackers 50 miles, by which time they 
had all scattered each in his own direction, and further pursuit w. 
useless. We killed 5 and wounded quite a number, having but 20 
our own men wounded. They were pushed so hard that I don’t think 
the same party will make a similar attempt soon. Great credit is 
~ due to my adjutant, Lieut. W. H. Hewett, who accompanied the pur- 
suing party, and Captains Hurd and Norton, for the promptness, — 

vigor, and efficiency of the pursuit. The troops were in march in 

fifteen minutes ‘after I received the news. They are now on their ~ 


return. By SeK 
> CHAS. W. BLAIR, 
R Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. T. J. McKEAN, x 


Hogrs. First Bric., DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN KANSAS, 
Fort Scott, Kans., May 16, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to inform you, for the information of 
the commanding general, that*last night a raid was made upon Dry- 
_ wood, south and southeast of this, by about 60 guerrillas, under one > 
Capt. Henry Taylor, formerly sheriff of Vernon County, Mo., of 
which I have briefly notified the general by telegraph. The outpost 
of Morris’ Mills, held by Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, is 
reduced to less than 20 men, by the absence of the major portion of 
the same on furlough as veteran volunteers, so that they cannot 
have the same facilities for acquiring early information of the en- 
emy’s movements which they had formerly. Notwithstanding this, 
they learned of the raid soon after the first house was plundered, and 
supposing it to be a small party, but 5 men were sent out in pursuit. 
It was easy enough to follow the track by the plundered houses, all 
of which they had despoiled of everything, in all cases taking the 
men prisoners and carrying them along with the party. By the 
time they reached the house of Mr. Ury, 12 miles southeast of this, 
they had 8 prisoners. Young Ury was formerly a scout in my em- ~ 
ploy, and they had a particular spite against him. At this place 
they got 3 more prisoners, the two Urys and a young man named 
Williams, and about $600 in money. They had discussed the pro- 
priety of killing the prisoners on the spot, but finally determined to 

take them off some distance first, to be sure they were safe. 

Of the 5 men of Company C who had started in pursuit, 2 had 
gone back to camp to-notify the others of the extent of the force, and 
the other 3 came up just as the bushwhackers were coming out of 
Mr. Ury’s gate with their prisoners ; without pausing a moment these 
3 men dashed gallantly forward until within 20 paces of the whole 
company, firing as rapidly as possible, and causing such an excite- 
ment among the enemy that the diversion allowed all the prisoners 
to escape, Ury, the scout, knocking down one of the rebels who stood 
next to him with a stick of wood he had hastily gathered froma pile 
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_ are Sergts. O. H. Carpente win Webber, and Private George 

_F. Pond, Seay C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. I have about 200 — 
men in pursuit in different parties who will give a good account of 
the enemy if they catch them, and who will catch them if it can be 


- done. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; - Bo ge Beara 
olonel, : 
Capt. GzorGE S. Hampton, SS ee 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., District of Southern Kansas. 


‘MAY 16, 1864.—Affair at Spirit Lake, Minn. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of Minnesota. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRicT OF MINNESOTA, 
Saint Paul, Minn., May 20, 1864. 


GENERAL: [ had the honor to communicate to you by telegraph 
this morning that a party of Indians had attacked 2 men belongin 
to General Sully’s post at Spirit Lake, and that they were beaten o 
with a loss of 3 men killed. This occurred on the 16th instant. I 
regret to state that 1 of the soldiers, a Sergeant Whitlock by name, 
was seriously if not dangerously wounded. The boy killed near my 
outpost at Lake Changuska, in Watonwan County, was shot about 
midnight of the 17th imstant with two~bullets and an arrow. He 
was not scalped or otherwise mutilated. The next morning (18th) a 
soldier belonging to the detachment on outpost duty at Lake Hanska, 
while engaged in fishing near the post, was fired upon and badly 
wounded. He states that he saw 3 Indians. I have pushed out de- 
tachments in pursuit of these marauders, and trust they will be 
caught and destroyed. I anticipate a recurrence of these raids on the 
north of the Minnesota by the refugees from Red River, and on the 
south by the savages of White Lodge’s and Sleepy Eye’s bands, for 
they are, respectively, familiar with the country and can effect much 
mischief. If two or three parties can be exterminated the ardor of 
the others will probably be much diminished. I expect further in- 
formation to-night of the state of things, as much more damage 
may have been done than I am yet aware of. — 

Captain Whitney and Lieutenant King arrived here to-day from 
Sioux City, which place they left one week ago to-day. They report 
the Missouri lower than last season and falling, so that steamers 
even of light draught have great difficulty in navigating the stream, 
General Sully had not yet arrived at Sioux City, having, it was un- 
derstood, returned from Saint Joseph to Saint Louis to hasten for- 
ward his supplies. 


A laa a 


‘Maj. Gen. JoHN PoPE, . ae 
Milwaukee. at a 


= “MAY 16-25, 1864.—Expedition from Patterson to Bloomfield and Pilot 


Knob, Mo. 
Report of Capt. William A. Kirby, Sixth Missouri Cavalry. 


Camp SIxTH CAVALRY, MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS, 
May 26, 1864. 


CoLoNnEL : I have the honor to make the following report of the 4 
expedition sent out by you under command of Captain Johns, Com- — 


pany A, Third Missouri State Militia: We scouted the country from 


atterson through Cherokee Bay to the bank of Black River, about 


5 miles above Pocahontas, without finding a rebel. On the opposite 
bank of the Black we found 7 men, who took the brush as soon as 
fired upon. We crossed Black River by swimming’ it on Tuesday 
afternoon, May 17, 1864. About a mile from the river we burned a 


drug store containing about $8,000 or $10,000 worth of*drugs. To- — 


ward evening we charged upon a squad, of bushwhackers, but lost 
them in the swamp. On Wednesday, the 18th, crossed Cache 
Swamp. Bushwhackers very bold, firing on the advance often. 
During the day we killed 2and wounded 1. Captured a rebel mail 
and several prisoners, and some cotton passing to Cape Girardeau 


under the protection of Major Reves. Reached Gainesville at night, - 


where we were joined by Captain Huiskamp, of the Sixth Cavalry, 
Missouri Volunteers, with 46 men.* Started for Bloomfield, Mo., on 
Thursday, 18th. The bushwhackers wounded Captain Johns in the 
arm the same night, while visiting the pickets. We learned that 
the rebels intended to attack us in force that night, but finding us 
prepared, they made no further demonstration than firing on Cap- 
tain Johns as he visited the pickets. 'Wefound no more rebels on 
the march, and reached Pilot Knob on the 25th of May, 1864, hay- 
ing marched over 350 miles, killed 2 bushwhackers and wounded 1, 
captured 7 prisoners, 1 rebel mail, and destroyed about 100 shot- 
guns and rifles. So far as we could learn, Colonel Kitchen has col- 
lected all his available force and gone down Saint Francis River for 
supplies. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
v7 __WM. A. KIRBY, 
Capt. Co. A, Sixth Cav., Mo. Vols., Comdg. Company. 
Col. Joun F. Tyumr, 
Commanding Post, Pilot Knob, Mo. 


*See Huiskamp’s report, p. 921, 


_-MAY 17-22, 1864.—Scout in Northern Arkansas. 


‘ 


Union). 


Repo: t of Lieut, Col. seg ome Second Arkansas Cavalry ; = : 3 


Camp CAMERON, May 23, 1864. 


__ Cotongt : I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special - 
Orders, No. 60, I marched May 17, 1864, with a detachment mostly 
from Company M, Second Arkansas Cavalry, in the direction of the 
“mouth of Richland Creek, and encamped on the north side of Buffalo 
Creek, opposite. On the 18th, I crossed Buffalo and marched up » 
_ Richland to R. W. Robertson’s, where I found forage for the horses of ~ 
mycommand. Mr, Robertson aa ooipanied me as guide as far as Mrs. 
Hindrick’s, where I learned that she had been robbed of her wagon, 
“cattle, and corn by 2 men (William Martin and William eH 
from Izard County, Ark. I took the trail of these robbers an 
crossed the mountains north of Point Peter to Calf Creek and over- 
- took said robbers at Widow Turney’s, took them prisoners, and fed 
the corn to my horses. Here I received 2 U. 8S. horses and 2 U.S. 
“mules, and captured 2 horses. On the 19th, Imarched down Buffalo, 
_ on the north side ; encountered a small party of rebels on the Toma- 
hawk Barrens, attacked and dispersed er wounding 1 and taking 
eral Bevins, of Captain Love’s company, prisoner. I orbaeae 
‘the Tomahawk about noon and arrived at Yellville at sundown, tak- 
ing John Burns, Robert Smith, and Elisha Estis prisoners on the 
way. Sergeant Kimball, Company M, Second Arkansas Cavalry, 
having charge of said prisoners, suffered John Burns to escape dur- 
ng the night. On the 20th, I marched by Talbot’s Ferry on the 
hite River to Camp Haley ; encountered J. B. Lovell, who was 
shot to death by Private Bailey, Company C, Second Arkansas 
Cava] ry, and captured his horse ; $150 Confederate notes were taken 
from his person, which please find accompanying. Finding nothing 
“against Robert Smith and Elisha Estis I released them. On the 
21st, astrange delusion possessed some of the rebels below the mouth 
of Little North Fork. They insisted that my command must be 
Jackman’s, and 5 reported and congratulated me upon the manner 
in which the prisoners taken at the Richland slaughter were treated. 
Their names are George Hogan, Calvin Hogan, William Lance, 
James Cocker, and Thomas Allman. The last-named came, bring- 
ing with him his arms. On the 22d, I marched in the direction of 
this camp without occurrence of importance. Whole number of 
yrisoners brought in, 8; horses recovered and captured, brought 
in, 7, mules, 2. I cannot close this report without an allusion to 
the vigilance of Lieutenant Phillips, oe peny M, Second Arkansas 
Cavalry, and to the conduct of the men, which was highly creditable 
to your regiment; also to the very valuable services of Dr. G. W. 
J fe: who acted as guide and scout. 5 
My opinion is that Jackman’s command is encamped on the Boston 
Mountain, south of the headwaters of Richland, laboring to organ- 
ize a regiment by a combination with Major Nicholas, Captain Love, 
Lieutenant Lemmon, and others. The combination was penotey to 
have taken place on the 18th, by which Jackman would be about 
300 strong. ‘The report that Captain Tracy had returned from a very 
successful raid into Missouri and was encamped at Talbot’s Mills, 
on the North Folk, on the 18th May, 1864, was current, and that 


ern move soon. Linfe 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Second Arkansas Cavalry. 

Col. Joun E. PHELPS, Commanding. SE es 


MAY 18, 1864.—Affair near Searcy, Ark. S 


Report of Col. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 


- BROWNSVILLE STATION, May 19, 1864. = 
~ Lhave just returned from my scout. My command will be in this ~ 
evening. Have seized about 80 very good horses and mules; can ~ 
get plenty more in the neighborhood of Peach Orchard Gap and up = 


Bayou Des Arc. There are no beeves in that country. McCoy, ~ 


Kirk, and Little are in and about Searcy and Stony Point. Kirk ~ 
and Little attacked us yesterday ; we easily repulsed them and scat- — 
tered them in all directions. Nearly all-of them escaped. They. — 
have at least 250 armed men, and almost every man in White County — 


between the ages of eighteen and fifty is enrolled. 


Colonel Twenty-second Ohio. 
Lieut. H. T. PortEr, : 
Aide-de-Camp, District Hdqrs., Little Rock. 


MAY 18-28, 1864.—Scouts near Neosho and Carthage, Mo. 


Report of Col. John D. Allen, Seventh Provisional Enrolled Mis- 
sourt Militia. 


Hpars. 7TH Prov. Reer., ENROLLED Mo. Mitta, 
Mount Vernon, Mo., May 23, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have just returned from my scout below. I found 
no force of rebels. There were about 75 or 80 rebels passed between 
Newtonia and Neosho on the 18th instant. Captain Ritchey had 2 
scouts out during the day, and both scouts saw the rebels; one re- 
ported 75, the other 80, seen at different places near the same time. 
There was a lady came in who had seen them and reported about 
160, and that she heard heavy musket firing in the direction of Ne- 
osho, which was the case; the troops at Neosho fired their guns that 
day in order to clean them up and reload. Immediately upon receiy- 
ing Captain Ritchey’s dispatch, I sent one company direct to New- 
tonia with %aptain Roberts. I moved west with two companies 
through Sarcoxie, and then in the direction of Neosho, until I was 
opposite Granby, then direct to Granby. Iwas informed at that 
place that the rebels had passed, going north. I went that night to 
Newtonia and learned there that all was quiet at Neosho. T remained 
there until morning, when I was joined by one more of my companies: 


O. WOOD, = 


ing the citizens on Spring River, some 8 miles abov 
| that they intended staying in that neighborhood son 
had information of some 40 or 50 being in that country. 


1t the large bunch had passed in 2 miles of Carthage, and sent 
to Captain Rohrer to come out and fight them, but when he 


ded my force into three squads ; sent one squad north to the Dry 


to camp; one squad south to Center Creek, thence up said stream to 
Sarcoxie, thence to Cave pers to camp; and I went up the river 

with the other squad to where the robbing was done, and found the 
trail of about 25 or 30. Followed the trail north to the prairie to 
where the home guards had a fight with them the night before, but 
no damagedone. I found that they had returned to the river again. 
Icamped for the night. The next day I searched the river bottom 
thoroughly for about 10 miles; found where they had camped, and 
followed their trail until they dispersed, and then I searched the hills 
but made no further discoveries. We camped at Cave Spring. I 
directed Captain Stotts to send an infantry scout. 


_ will require 200 men, and I find on my return that there are small 
bands in the country stealing and robbing the citizens. I will not 


be able to furnish more than 50 men and do the citizens justice here. | 


If you can furnish about 75 men with Major Cosgrove or some other, 
I think we can find out what force of the enemy is in Northwest 
Arkansas. We propose starting from this place Saturday for eight 
days’ scout southwest. 
I am, general, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. ALLEN, 
7. Col., Comdg. Seventh Prov. Regt. Enrolled Mo, Militia. 


Lieut. WALTER D. HUBBARD, __ 
Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen., Springfield, Mo. 


MAY 20, 1864.—Skirmish at Lamar, Mo. 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8S. Army, commanding District of South- 
west Missouri. 
No. 2.—Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, commanding brigade. 
Nov, 
Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of Southwest Missowri. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo., May 21, 1864, 
Lamar was attacked by 100 rebels about daylight yesterday morn- 
ing, who were repulsed by our troops with the loss to us of a few 
horses killed only. Enemy’s loss not reported. This is no doubt the 


turned our course for Carthage; on arriving there we learned 


t they were gone; the captain not having men enough did not — 
w then very far. We then separated. Major Burch went inthe — 
‘tion of Sherwood and Fidelity, and then returned to Neosho. I : 


rk of Spring River, thence up that stream to the head, andthence  __ 


Major Burch and I have agreed to take a scout into Arkansas; it - 


rth until 


: 2 : Maj. O. D. GREENE, nape 
Ses - Assistant Adjutant-G 


~ 
oe 


No. 2. © ; FEES. 


Reports of Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, co 
manding brigade. as 3: 


Fort Scorr, Kans., May 20, 1864—10.30 a.m. — 
This a. m. at 4 0’clock the rebels attacked Lamar, Mo., 40 miles — 
frem here, and took the place, it being garrisoned by about 25 State — 
‘militia and the same number of citizens. My orderly and one of my | 
scouts were just outside of town in the edge of the woods, saw the — 
fight, which lasted less than five minutes, and then started for here. ~ 
As far as they could hear anything, they heard firing inthe town, ~ 
~ supposed to be the rebels murdering the soldiers and citizens. The 
officer at Lamar, in the night, last night received a dispatch from ~ 
the commanding officer at Newtonia, Mo., 80 miles from here, that — 
- at that place they had fought Marmaduke and 500 men all day yes- — 
terday, and asking help. In five minutes two companies will be on | 
the road from here to see about the matter. I will keep you advised. — 
HAS. W. BratR, 

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. T. J. McKEan, 


Fort Scortr, May 20, 1864. 

I neglected to add to my former dispatch I do not believe it is 
Marmaduke who is at Newtonia, but if it is, the 500 men are only 
his advance, as he is not likely to move with less than 5,000 or 6,000, 

CHAS. W. BLATR. 


Peete t ste ay eS Ae Yl 


General McKRBAN. 


Fort Scott, May 21, 1864. 
It was Adair that attacked Lamar, and after they got clear into 
the town, tl militia rallied and drove them out at 10.30. My troops 
and the militia are still in pursuit south of that place. Nothing 
further heard from Newtonia, 
CHAS. W. BLATR, 


Colonel, &e. 
General McKean, onel, &e 
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Liners 


___ Spar Station, Mo., May 21, 1864—10 p,m, 
d TENANT: The escort to the team that I sent to Kansas City 
with the prisoner, Hopkins, was attacked by guerrillas about one-half 


_ mile east of crossing of Blue River, killing 1 private, Anton Voght, — 
_ and wounding 1 corporal, John Sowell, and there is 1 private, Aus- 
_ tin Means, missing. There were 9 of the escort, but the sergeantin __ 


command cannot tell how many bushwhackers there were, but thinks 
30 or 35. They were attacked from every point. The escort re- 


_ turned the fire, but-saw it was impossible for them to be victorious, 


as the bushwhackers were in the brush and firing not over 20 yards. 
The man that was killed fell at the first fire; also the corporal that 
was wounded, the sergeant helping him on his horse, and while 
doing so he says there were 20 shots fired at him. He thenfell - 
back toward the Blue with his party, except the_advance guard, — 
which was cut off from the main ee entirely. Only 2 men were 
in the advance, Corporal Sowell and Austin Means. As they 
were surrounded entirely they both dismounted and went to the 
brush, being pursued by the enemy. The corporal has just arrived 
at camp and reports that after he got into the brush 3 men were in 
ursuit of him, one a very large man, short, thick-set, and he is sat- 
isfied is the same man that was routed at the Hopkins place on the 
morning of the 18th instant, which I am satisfied is old man Hop- 
kins. After getting close up to him this man Hopkins said, ‘‘Oh, 
you son of a bitch, I have got you,” whereupon the corporal fired 
and he fell from his horse, The corporal then saw 5 or 6 more com- 
ing toward him from an opposite direction, and _ after firing all his 
shots left. He ran into a thicket and escaped. He did not see Pri- 
vate Means afterward, but thinks that he escaped. 

The Hopkins are noted bushwhackers, and they have had their 
families driven out of the country twice before. They killed 5 mules 
in the team and wounded the others, set the wagon on fire, but only 
destroyed the bed. The men had to depend upon their pistols, the 
carbines missing fire. I have 18 men out to-night; have sent a dis- 
patch to Pleasant Hill. I think by what I can learn that the guer- 
rillas divided up in small squads soon after the fight. They went 
across the prairie toward the river and down the Blue. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. MOSES, JR., 
Captain, Commanding Station. 
Lieut. Epwarp L. BERTHOUD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Kansas City. 


MAY 22, 1864.—Capture and recapture of the Stingaree, off Brazos, Tex. 
Report of Col. J. Bates, Thirteenth Texas Infantry, commanding 
Second Sub-District. 

HEADQUARTERS SECOND SuB-DISTRICT, 
Camp Barnard EF. Bee, May 23, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to submit the following special report: 
Yesterday morning the blockader at the mouth of the Brazos gave 


er, which ] 
was captured and 


During the contest on board the schooner two of the prize crew 


escaped in a small boat. Captain McCloskey reports the 2 men who 
escaped as being wounded or killed. He also reports having lost 1 
of his crew overboard. The result of all this is that Captain Mc- 
Closkey, after having been captured by a Federal gun-boat and 
placed under charge of a prize crew, succeeded in recapturing his 


vessel and bringing her safely to shore, with 5 out of the? Yankees — : 


who, with arms in their hands, were placed as a guard over him. I 
cannot close this report without testifying my high appreciation of 
the bold and patriotic heroism of Captain McCloskey and his crew 
in this affair. Such devotion to the interests which he represents 
and to the honor of his country should not go unrewarded. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BATES, 

Colonel, Commanding Sub-District. 


Capt. L. G. ALDRICH, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MAY 22, 1864.—Affair near Devall’s Bluff, Ark. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Ezra M. Beardsley, One hundred and twenty- | 


siath Illinois Infantry. 


May 22, 1864—1 p. m. 
About 20 rebels surprised and captured 3 men and between 100 and 
200 horses and mules on the prairie, foraging, belonging to the Re- 
mount Camp. I have sent 75 cavalry from the Ninth Iowa in pur- 
suit. They went toward Des Arc, 
K. M. BEARDSLEY, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post, 
General E. A. Carr, . 
Commanding District. 
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} «SCOUT FROM WARRENSBURG, 0, 
MAY. 28-25, 1864.—Scout from Warrensburg, Mo. a 
: Report of Col. James McFerran, First Missouri State Militia. ; 


Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. First Cavatry, Missouri State MILItIA, 

Warrensburg, Mo., May 25, 1864. — 

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I have been absent from 
this station since the morning of the 23d instant ; that at about day- 
_ light that morning I received information that about 20 guerrillas, at 
_ 5p. m. the day before, 4 miles northeast of Chilhowee, ae attacked 
Solathel Stone, orderly sergeant, and 5 men, one of them Judge 
King, of Capt. W. H. Thompson’s company of citizen guards, and 
killed Judge King and captured the sergeant and 3 of his men; 1 
escaped. e party were scouting at the time. The guerrillas got 
the arms of the captured men. I also learned by other messengers 
- about the same time that another party of 15 were seen the night 
before near the line of the railroad east of Holden. I also received 

a communication about the same time from Lieutenant Hardesty, at 

Germantown, on Saturday night, 21st instant, that 100 guerrillas 

had crossed the Osage at Taberville, coming north ; Lieutenant 
_Goodbrake, commanding at Clinton, indorsed this communication, 

that he had reliable information that the number was much larger 
than stated by Lieutenant Hardesty. I immediately started for 
Holden with 47 men, and on the way aeonge from a woman that 30 
guerrillas had taken her husband’s horse the night before about 6 
miles east of Holden and north of the road, and that they went north. 
We reached Holden at 12 m., and not being able to hear of any 
guerrillas south of that point, | sent Captain Wyckoff with 27 men 
of his company to scout the Black Water timber, and after having 
done so to return to Warrensburg. I retained 10 men of Company 
A with me. Upon inspection of Company M, I found but 12 men 
for duty at Holden. I went to Kingsville the same evening, where 
I found 20 men of same company, which I inspected and returned to 
Holden. 

Captain Eads informed me that he had sent his two teams to the 
vicinity of Hopewell, La Fayette County, Mo., for forage under an 
escort of 20 men, and that they would return next day. At dark a 
messenger came to Holden from Captain Taggart with the informa- 
tion that Quantrill with 200 men was about 6 miles south of Holden 
marching in that direction. Iimmediately sent messengers to Kings- 
ville for the men at that place to join me, and with the 22 men 
marched for Hopewell, taking the railroad ; transportation and com- 
yany property with me. About 8 miles from Holden we were joined 
2 the 20 men from Kingsville and 15 citizen guards of Captain 
Jones’ company. We reached Hopewell about daylight. I imme- 
diately sent messengers to Captain Burris to join me, which he did 
at 10 a. m. with about 65 men, and we marched immediately for 
Holden, where we arrived at about4 p.m. Upon communicating 
again with Captain Taggart we learnec that the guerrillas had left 
his neighborhood the night before and gone north, but was unable 
to learn their course. We remained at Holden last night, and this 
morning I sent Captain Burris with his command to scout the coun- 
try between Lone Jack and Chapel Hill, on his return to his camp 
on Walton’s farm, in Texas Prairie, and I came to this place. I learn 
since arriving here that Captain Wyckoff returned to this place on 
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together, each man saving himself by hiding.in the brush, _ 
Hopewell I sent Tenseennel to Captain Eads’ forage train, and th 

came into Holden immediately after we arrived there. if cannot, 
for a certainty how many guerrillas were in the vicinity of Holde 
but am satisfied that there were more than 100, from reported counts 
‘by different persons. The instructions forwarded in relation to th 
scout beginning on the 27th have been sent to Major Mullins an 
Captain Burris, in the western part of La Fayette County. Soe 

In order to complete my monthly inspection it will be necessary to 
visit Companies B, HE, and K in Henry. I expect to start there in a 
day or two. There should be another company of troops here, and — 
Tam inclined to bring Company EK, leaving Companies B and K in ~ 
the field in the western part of Henry. I think this company can — 
better be spared than any other from present locations. A company 
_ from some other regiment would be better, as all of my regiment 

now in the field should be kept there. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES McFERRAN, 
Col. First Cav., M. S. M., Comdg. Third Sub-District. 


Brig. Gen. E. B. BRown. 


MAY 24-JUNE 4, 1864.—Greene’s operations on the west bank of the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 

May 25, 1864.—Engagement with U. 8. steamer Curlew. 
25, 30, 1864.—Capture of steamers Lebanon and Clara Eames. = 
June 1, 1864.—Engagement with U. S. steamer Exchange. 
2, 1864.—Engagement with U. 8. steamers Adams and Monarch. = 
REPOR'TS, ETC.* = 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen, John 8. Marmaduke, C. S. Army, commanding division. 

No, 2.—Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry (Confederate), commanding 
brigade. 

No. 3.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of the Military Division of 
West Mississippi for June, 1864. 


No. 1. 
Report of Maj. Gen, John S. Marmaduke, C. S. Army, commanding 


division. 


f HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S Drvision, 
In the Field, June 11, 1864. 


{| For Greene’s report of operations, June 5-9, see p. 984, 


_ nearing the 
_ pendent squads, deserters, skulkers fleeing from conscription, and 


GREENE'S OPERATIONS ON MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 
ts battery and my escort, constitute the whole force in this sec- : 
mn of the country under my orders. The service rendered by 


-Cabell’s brigade, commanded by Colonel Monroe, which was a few 


days under ae orders, are reported in Colonel Greene’s report. On — 


ississippi River I found the country filled with inde- 


ulators (detestable animals in any country); the people much — 
emoralized, and largely engaged in contraband trade. By vigor- 


ous measures I have nearly rid the country of the lawless bands 
_ which infested it; have suppressed all improper trading with the 
enemy, and have established good order ee 


feeling among the 
people. My troops have behaved well, and the best of good feeling 
exists between the citizens and soldiers. Thenavigation of the Mis- 
sissippi River has been seriously obstructed, and both by land and 
water the enemy have received no little damage. My loss trifling. 
In the battle of Lake Chicot the officers and men behaved admira- 
bly, and deserve the highest praise. I desire specially to mention 
the gallant conduct of the following officers of my staff : Maj. C. C. 
Rainwater, chief of ordnance and artillery, who was serious] 
wounded ; Capt. William M. Price, aide-de-camp ; Capt. John 
Moore, acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Mhoon, 
togopraphical engineer, who had their horses shot under them. 
These officers I specially assigned to work my artillery at various 
points, and rendered most valuable service. Captain Pratt and his 
excellent company deserve particular mention. My escort, under 
Lieut. John HL Lewis, did admirable fighting. For the details of 
the operations on the Mississippi River see Colonel Greene’s re- 
ports. Colonel G[reene] deserves much praise for the energy and 
skill with which he has handled his brigade. My engineer company, 
under Captain Hogane, has been particularly useful and efficient. 


Very respectfully, 
J. 8S. MARMADUKE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Captain THOMAS, ne 2. 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Northern Sub-District of Arkansas. 


No. 2. 
Reports of Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry (Confed- 


erate), commanding brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
Yellow Bend, on Mississippi River, 
At Adair’s, 10 miles above Gaines’ Landing, May 26, 1864. 

Masor: I made my bivouac at sunset yesterday on the bank of 
the river and placed my guns in position. No boats made their 
appearance until 10 p. m., when three gun-boats passed up. At 10 
o'clock I learned that a yawl could be got on Island No. 78, which 
determined me to shape my plans for boarding. Everything was 
arranged, but it was impossible to get the boat out before 9 o'clock 
this morning. A transport lay near the other bank, which was my 
object. It has since changed position, but I have strong hopes that 
I will find its whereabouts. Haciie this end in view I desisted from 
attacking passing boats to-day. Two large transports, convoyed by 
the largest iron-clad on the river, and another gun-boat went down 
to-day. Both of the transports were heavily loaded and had 40 or 50 
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ich caused the enemy to assemble two fleets at those 1 

‘then I moved up Clay Bayou and struck the river above, crossing — 

- Boggy. Bayou. Four gun-boats (one the iron-clad Caronde 

shelled the landing for five hours. They were similarly enga 

+ near Columbia. : eae : 

[have intelligence of the damage done to the enemy on the 24th. 

The first gun-boat I attacked was so disabled as to require the help 
of a tow-boat. She got to Napoleon yesterday, pierced in six place 
and badly damaged by shell in her cabins. My second attack on the © 
transports riddled them and caused them to be burned. In thefourth — 
attack the marine-boat Diana was seriously hurt, and some damage — 
done to the mosquito gun-boat. In the third attack the large new 
transport (name forgotten) was so much injured that she filled and. 
careened over and was hauled to the east bank. In the fifth and last — 
fight the gun-boat Romeo, No. 3, was as roughly handled as the first. — 
She was struck fifteen times. Quite analarm extended to the upper — 
river, and the enemy has assembled a formidable fleet, among which _ 
are the monitors Carondelet and Benton. = 

It will be impracticable to cross Cypress without a bridge, nor is — 
it eligible. The lines of retreat about Gaines’ Landing are not as — 
good as below that point, the Mason being full and without bridges 
or boats. There is but one practicable speedy outlet. Itismy opinion — 
that the point of rendezvous should be at or near Lake Village, 
where I am informed corn can be obtained ; at least there is more ~ 
on the Mason than here, where there is hardly any. From that po- 
sition I could operate down to Lakeport Landing and up to Gaines’ 
Landing safely and rapidly. I would respectfully suggest that a — 
party be sent at once to the vicinity named to ascertain what forage — 
can be obtained. 

Pratt’s battery has only three rounds of solid shot left to the gun. 
It is therefore impracticable for me to engage gun-boats. Shell with- 
out fuse can be used against transports. 

IT have seen the New Orleans Times of the 21st, containing accounts 
from Southern sources. They are more rumor than reliable intel- — 
ligence. I do not attach importance to them. They are to the — 
effect that Lee had defeated Grant with immense slaughter and 
driven him across the Rapidan; that ten gun-boats were captured 
on the James River. The date is Mobile, May 15. 

There is no doubt that Butler was badily whipped near Fort Dar- 
ling and lost all of his siege guns and many field pieces. Beaure- 
gard and Lee have been re-enforced. This I learn from papers of 
the 20th and 23d. The Chicago Tribune estimates Lee’s loss at 
35,000 and Grant’s 40,000. Lee occupies a strong position in front 
of Spotsylvania Court-House and is intrenched. Some heavy skir- 
mishing has taken place, Lee assuming the offensive. The latest 
Northern date from the field is of the 19th. Lieutenant Jenkins, of 
Wood’s battalion, crossed the river last night. He says it was re- 
ported at Gfenada that Johnston had defeated Sherman and cap- 
tured 10,000 prisoners at Resaca. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENRE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. H. Ewrna, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
In Camp, May 30, 1864—12.10 p. m. 


_Masor : Your No, 257 is at hand. I have just gotten in from the 
river, I do not think it advisable to detach the two regiments 
- named until the fleet with the troops sliall have passed. My scout- 
ing and picketing are very heavy. In Burbridge’s, Jeffers’, and 
__ Kitchen’s regiments to-day, at what seemed to be a critical moment, 
_ there were not present 275 men. Thissupportis too light. It would, 
_ in my opinion, be indiscreet to engage the transports referred to 
_ above without a heavy support. The resistance we will make to 
them will perhaps force them to land troops—a thing practicable to 
them and quite dangerous to us. A glance at the map will satisfy 
you. I think I am informed of the purposes for which these regi- 
ments are to be used, and-if it were not too forward would speak 
upon the subject. If I am right in my conjecture, the proper time 
for the expedition would be when the convoy goes up with the 
transports. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Maj. H. Ewrna, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
Smith’s Plantation, 44 Miles above Sunnyside, May 30, 1864. 


Masor: In my last I reported that we attacked a transport yester- 
day afternoon. She was more disabled than I had supposed, and was 
towed off by a gun-boat. This morning at daylight I attacked a 
transport (Clara Eames), cut her escape-pipe, penetrated her boil- 
ers, putting in 17 shots in all. She surrendered and came to 
shore. Her cargo was cotton. All the light articles were removed 
from her—everything of value. I then made arrangements to signal 
a coming boat with a view of capturing her. This craft proved to 
be a gun|-boat], which I Feed. and burned the transport. I send 
you 13 or 15 prisoners; an officer will report the exact number, &e. 
I am still engaging a gun-boat. Four others have just appen= in 
sight. Ishall amuse them and then move rapidly to Columbia, 3} 
miles above. By this movement I will concentrate the enemy's fleet 
at this point, which is 18 miles by water to Columbia. 

I learn from the captain of the boat—a person whom I have long 
known and who is reliable—that Smith’s division is at Vicksburg, 
where a large fleet of transports was assembled. It was not known 
when the troops would come up. 


rly exhaus n 
nd 30 shell for howitzers. Of cou | 
thing unless 1am supplied atonce. = 
Great credit is due to Captain Pratt for the skillful managen 
of his battery. a ree ee eer a ee 
Very respectfully, &c., ~ = ~ 
-. COLTON GREENE, _ 
eae. Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
‘Maj. H. Ewrne, : Sb Sega ae 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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There were 3 killed and 1 wounded on the boat. 


AT SMITH’S PLANTATION, 
Four and a half miles above Sunnyside, May 30, 1864. 
Magsor: I have made a reconnaissance below Lakeport Landing. = 
The river is wide ; no good position for artillery and no protection ~ 
for horses. Sunnysideis not good. I am nowatSmith’s plantation, — 
where there is plenty of corn. It is 33 miles below Columbia. I — 
can attack the enemy here and at the last-named place successively. ~ _ 
I engaged a transport an hour ago, doing some damage. Three ma- — 
rine-boats gave signs of battleand then backed out. They have gone — 
to Columbia. Tamwatching them. Iam informed bya person late ~ 
from Vicksburg that a fleet of transports bearing troops had left — 
that place for Cairo this morning. I look for it to-night. These 
troops go to be discharged, some to re-enlist. There is no doubt six — 
transports with troops went up yesterday. They were of the same 
character as those expected. I send late papers. 


Very respectfully, 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
{Maj. H. Ewine, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


P. §$.—Colonel Lawther is instructed concerning pickets, &c. I — 
am well guarded. There is aline of couriers posted at Lake Village, 
Camp Worthington, near Sunnyside. I shall put one at Columbia 
if I go up to-night, or above. 

Very respectfully, 
COLTON GREENE. 


HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, June 8, 1864, 
MAJor: jee respectfully to submit the following report of the 
ppeayes if this brigade on the Mississippi River between the 23d 
ultimo and 2d instant: On the 23d ultimo I marched from Leather- 
man’s, on Bayou Mason, with Greene’s regiment, commanded by 
Captain Crabtree, and Pratt’s battery, at sunset, and bivouacked at 
Campbell’s, near Gaines’ Landing. At daylight of the 24th, I put 
the battery in position immediately on the bank of the river and 
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led her upper works, and penetrated her hull. She filled, careened 
over, and made for the other bank out of range disabled. 

I now marched with the full battery and Lawther’s and Greene’s 
regiments to Leland’s, 13 miles below. This position was an exposed 
one. We went into battery and awaited the enemy’s approach. He 
came down in line of battle, crescent shaped, with two marine-boats, 
one gun-boat, and a transport. I engaged the fleet, which held its 
position, maneuvering for near two hours, when it passed on. The 
gun-boat was disabled, the marine-boat Diana roughly handled, with 
any. killed and wounded, and the transport penetrated in many 

aces, 

2 Once more I limbered up and moved in a gallop back to Columbia; 
went into battery there, and at once engaged the gun-boat Romeo. 
She was quickly disposed of; struck seventeen times; greatly dam- 
aged; got out of the way, and has not since made its appearance 


_ before my batteries. 


Before leaving camp on Bayou Mason I sent Captain Jacobs, 
Company F, Fourth Regiment, with a detachment of 40 men, down 
the river to make a reconnaissance, and with orders to board a trans- 
port if opportunity offered. On the morning of the day of the opera- 
tions herein reported he seized a yaw! near Ford’s Landing and sue- 
cessfully Beare and captured the steamer Lebanon, upon which 
he found large quantities of goods, stores, &c. He burned the boat. 

After the second engagement at Columbia I bivouacked at San- 
ders’, on the river, and marched at 2 o’clock that night back to 
Gaines’ Landing. There I found three gun-boats, which I avoided 
engaging for want of ammunition, but whose fire I drew by sharp- 
shooters while I moved my column by a circuitous road and struck 
the river 10 miles above. This occupied the day of the 25th, upon 
which no transports appeared. 

On the 26th, I attacked a large transport in sight of a gun-boat. 
Struck her several times, but am not informed of the damage done 
her. On the same day I received an order from you to return to 
camp, which I reached at night. On the 27th, | marched with the 
brigade to Parker’s, on Bayou Mason. On the 28th, encamped on 
Old River Lake, near Ditch Bayou. On the 29th, [1 moved with 
Burbridge’s, Jeffers’, and Kitchen’s regiments to Smith’s planta- 
tion, 4 miles above Sunnyside, on the Mississippi, and immediately 
attacked a passing transport, which was struck many times, but got 
safely off. 

At daybreak on the 30th, I attacked the transport Clara Eames; 
cut her escape-pipe and penetrated her boiler. She made signs of 
distress; came ashore and surrendered. She was loaded with cotton, 


appeared. ‘The river was blockaded. 

In these actions I engaged 21 boats of all descriptions, of which 5 
gun-boats and marine-boats were disabled, 5 transports badly dam- 
aged, 1 sunk, 2 burned, and 2 captured. My loss was 1 subaltern 
and 5 privates slightly wounded. No guns or horses were hit. Cap- 
tain Pratt, commanding battery, deserves especial mention for his 
uniform skill, coolness, and courage. Captain Hughey was particu- 
larly successful in the action with the gun-boat Exchange. The 
supports to the batteries behaved with their accustomed bravery. 
The galiantry and enterprise of Capt. John W. Jacobs, Company 
F, Fourth Regiment, cannot be too highly praised. This officer 
has on all occasions exhibited marked ability and distinguished 
courage. 

These opergtions have demonstrated the practicability of blockad- 
ing or seriously interrupting the navigation of the Mississippi River 
with field artillery. I venture the opinion that with 18 and 24 
pounder rifles no boat could safely pass a battery, except an iron- 
clad. In every instance except one my guns were without protec- 
tion ; were run right up to the edge of the bank. The effect of the 


; none, except the 
_--- Very respectfully, : 
Maj. H. Ewrna, ee ee 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Abstract from Record of Events on return of the Military Division of 
West Mississippi for June, 1864. ; 


June 2.—Steamer Adams and ram Monarch convoyed transport 
Missouri from Greenville, Miss., to Gaines’ Landing ; passed rebel 
battery of six s at Columbia, Ark., and returned with transport 
Henry Ames, downward bound ; passed same battery. The trans- 
port, being lashed outside the Adams, received no injury, while she 
was struck by shot and shell twenty-eight times, and had 3 men 
killed and 1 mortally wounded. 


MAY 26, 1864.—Affair on Lane’s Prairie, Maries County, Mo. 
Report of Lieut. George B. Davidson, Second Wisconsin Cavalry. 


Hpagrs. Company K, SEconpD WISCONSIN Cav. VOLs., 
Rolla, Mo., May 30, 1864. 

Masor : I have the honor to report that on the 27th instant I was 
ordered to proceed in command of a scout of 30 men, belonging to 
the First Battalion, Second Wisconsin Cavalry, in search of Sergt. 
Legrand Carter and 4 men of this command, who were sent out by 
the provost-marshal District of Rolla, Mo., on the 26th instant, and 
who were supposed to have been taken prisoners. I left camp at 9 
a. m. and proceeded in a northwest direction some 20 miles, until I 
struck the Waynesville and Vienna road, near the house of Mr. Bull, 
on Maries Creek. I then learned from citizens then assembled that 
the sergeant, together with his 4 men, were all lying about a mile 
from that place in the woods, having been shot and left there by 
some party, supposed to be bushwhackers, on the evening of the 
26th instant. i took the statements of some citizens who seem to 
know but little of anything about who the perpetrators of the deed 
were or the circumstances. I, however, learned from a colored 
woman that she saw our men about sundown in the road near Mr, 
Bull’s, and saw a party of men dressed in Federal uniform, number- 
ing about 15, meet them, and heard each party tell the other to halt, 
She said some loud talk then took place, when the smaller party, 
together with the large party, went up into the woods together ; 
in a short time she heard firing: A lady who afterward saw the 
same party, and met them in the road going in the direction of 


qui 


Ss) 


the bodies ne CHL | h or, With | 
fe by the unarmed men, and 


desperate aes for lif ad st 
was stripped of his pants and boots, and had an old pair of wort 
shoes on his feet. After sending the bodies to sults thoroug: 
scouted the country from the pointon Maries Creek, where the bodi 
were found, to the Gasconade River, and on and around Matthews 
Prairie, but hearing nothing sufficient to warrant my longer dele y 
and having been informed that a scout was out oe mnesville 
in which direction the best information led me to believe the party 
- had gone, I returned to camp on the 28th instant.~ ; 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. DAVIDSON, 
Second Lieut. Co. K, Second Wisconsin Cav. Vols. 


[Maj. Myron W. Woop, 
First Battalion. | 


MAY 27, 1864.—Skirmish near Shanghai, Mo. — 


~ Report of Col. James McFerran,, First Missouri State Militia 
=e Cavalry. 


~ Hoagrs. First CavaLry, Missouri State MILITIA, 
Warrensburg, Mo., May 27, 1864. 

GENERAL: Captain Moore and company are with Captain Burris 
at Walton’s farm, 7 miles north of Chapel Hill. Four companies 
of the Seventh have just arrived under Captain Foster ; Company 
C of my regiment has also just arrived. The citizen guards and 
bushwhackers hada skirmish this evening near Shanghai. The most 
of the citizen guards were absent at the time. The bushwhackers 
captured the place, and it is reported burned it. I march to-night 
to surround their camp with such forces as can be spared from this 


place. 
JAMES McFERRAN, 
[G Te BB ] Colonel, Commanding. 
enera je . ROWN. 


MAY 28, 1864.—Destruction of Lamar, Mo. 
Report of Mr. Nathan Bray. 


Mount Vernon, Mo., May 30, 1864. 

RESPECTED Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the town of 
Lamar is in ashes. The bushwhackers under Taylor, Marchbanks 
& Co. entered the town at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 28th in- 
stant and burnt nearly every house in the place, together with most of 
the househol@ goods, &c. All the books and records of the county 
were again burnt. The women and children were sitting outdoors 
trying to take care of what they saved until help could be sent. I 
tried to get some assistance at Carthage, but Captain Walker could 
Spare no men, so I came here, but find the colonel absent. I do not 
know what the loyal citizens of that place have done that has sub- 
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| them to such treatment from the military. We were promi 
- bevter Lee porta again we find ourselves the victims of mis- 
_ taken confidence. I care not for the amount of property destroyed ; 
__ the great Se cone is that the county cannot agai 2 organized 
in two years. e people will be compelled to go to Kansas or else- 
___ where where they can have the protection that loyal citizens deserve. _ 
_ Iam happy to hear that you condemned the moving of the troops ~ 
Sian the town. I hope, general, you will see this matter investi- _ 
_ Hoping to hear from you soon, I am, general, with high regard, 
your obedient servant, 2s gee 
NATHAN BRAY. 


Brigadier-General SANBORN, 
~ Commanding District Southwest Missouri. 
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MAY 28, 1864.—Attack on Pest-House, opposite Port Hudson, La. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel Ullmann, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FoRCEs, 
Port Hudson, La., May 29, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that yesterday afternoon 
(28th instant) a small force of rebels attacked and plundered the 
st-house of this post, situated on the right bank of the river. The 
estroyed the medicines, seized the other hospital stores, and too 
risoner the attending physician, Assistant Surgeon Mason, Sixth 
ichigan Heavy Artillery. I succeeded last night in transporting 
the sick to this side of the river, and have also saved a portion of the 
stores and other property. The telegraph wire and poles were also 
destroyed last night for a mile or more between here and Baton 
Rouge, it is thought by the same party. I have sent a detachment 
to make repairs. A force of some strength is reported to be opposite 
here, about 2 miles from the river. I have also to report that a de- 
tachment of the Third Maryland Cavalry reported from the right 
bank this morning that they were ordered at Morganza to repair the 
telegraph line between here and that place, and that they are unable 
to return, having found a.superior detachment of rebel cavalry ob- 
structing the way. It is also reported by the steamer Grey Kagle 
that General Taylor is on this side of the Atchafalaya River in force. 
A reconnoitering party sent out by me last night report a consid- 
erable number of rebel pickets about 5 miles out on the Jackson 
road. Shots were exchanged between the several parties. I have 
the honor to transmit herewith copies of a Bee made by Brigadier- 
General Sherman to Major-General Reynolds, and of a letter of 
Major-General Reynolds to me.* I have acted upon the suggestion 
as to the removal of timber, sand-bags, &c., from the old line of 
works. I respectfully refer to the suggestion as to sending here 
four heavy guns and seven carriages. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, __ 
DANIEL ULLMANN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Post, 


Brigadier-General DwiGHr, Bone 
Chief of Staff, Department of the Gulf. 


*Tnclosures not found. 
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esas 2 ~ Moreanza, La., May 29, 1864. 
WittiAM DWIGHT; == 3 <Sts 
Chief of Staff, New Orleans ; Ret ees 
-. GENERAL: Isend you the inclosed dispatch, in which itawill beseen _ 
_ that Colonel Chrysler reports the enemy has crossed and are cross- : 


<> 


Brig. Gen. 


ing in considerable force at Morgan’s Ferry and points below. I send 


out all my cavalry and all the infantry I can spare to support it, to 2 
~ hold him in check, and, if possible, to stop the.crossing at Morgan’s — 
Ferry. We have yet an immense quantity of Government property — 


: here which has to be guarded. 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[Inclosure.] ; 
Hpagrs. FourtH Cav. Bria., 19TH ARMy CORPS, 
Morganza, La., May 29, 1864. 
CoLongEL: I have the honor to report that I moved my brigade at 


a little before sunrise of this date. I came upon the advance of the 
enemy about 5 miles from this place on the Bayou Fordoche road, 


W. H. EMORY, a 


driving them back until I uncovered the Morgan’s Ferry road. I ~ 


think the force in my immediate front about 300 men, but as it retired 
it increased in numbers so that it required one-half of my force on - 
the skirmish line. I learned that the enemy had been crossing their: 
mounted infantry for two days, and the force was variously estimated 
_ at from 3,000 to 7,000 mounted infantry, two pieces of artillery, one 
apparently a heavy gun swung under a cotton carriage. I also 
learned that the infantry were crossing at Bayou Grossetete and that 
their destination was La Fourche. After satisfying myself that the 
enemy hada force outnumbering me three to my one, and having 
become satisfied that they were crossing their cavalry force at Mor- 
gan’s Ferry, I withdrew my command, the enemy following closely 
for 3 miles. I donot know of but 2 men wounded in my command. 
We killed 3 of the enemy’s horses, and their loss was probably 
quite severe, as the skirmish line at times was not 200 yards apart. 
My command arrived in camp at 2.15 p. m. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. H. CHRYSLER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Col. E. J. DAvis, 

Comdg. Cavalry Forces, 19th Army Corps. 


MAY 29, 1864.—Capture of Wagon train at Salem, Ark. 


Report of Magy James Rainsford, Assistant Adjutant-General, Mis- 
sourt State Militia. ; 
Rouua, Mo., May 30, 1864. 
Masor: A command of about 70 men, under Captain Crocker, 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry, left here yesterday for West Plains to 
escort a train of Union refugees from Jacksonport, Ark. This eyen- 


# 


; gen ce that the train was 


Sethe iWirat Nebraska as escort, 


So) On hale a alimiante pitinie 


-OREEKS, 0. 


be 


‘about’, wore'sent in by him with thie inter 
aitack ces with the intel. 


x a party of his men, rere’ ge 
nce t 1 ed at Salem, Ark., by 300 guerrillas. 
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_ They were sent from J ae by Colonel Livingston, with 2000f 
ut the escort wascalled back, andthus 
left unprotected a force of about 150 men. Start to-morrow with a 


train ; this, with Captain Crocker’s command, will make over 200 
men. It will leave this place very scant of troops, and it is highly 
necessary that additional troops should be sent up here. These 
refugees have lost everything, and if not assisted must starve. I 
have consulted with Colonel Sigel, and this is the conclusion we have 
come to, The command starts at 6 a. m. to-morrow. 
J. RAINSFORD, 

F ‘Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE. . ' 


MAY 30-31, 1864.—Skirmishes on Mill and Honey Creeks, Mo. 


Report of Capt. John R. Kelso, ee Missouri State Militia Cav- 
ry. 
NerosHo, Mo., June 2, 1864, 


Sir: On the 29th of May, 1864, by your order, I took command of 
30 men, composed of detachments of companies H, L, and M, of the 
Eighth Caeier Missouri State Militia, and, accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant Hunter, marched in the direction of Huff’s Mill, in Arkansas. 
As we proceeded down Indian Creek, we learned that 2 bushwhackers 
had passed down a few hours in advance, robbing several poor fami- 
lies as they went. We followed their trail till night, then ambus- 
caded the road and rested till 2 o’clock in the morning. We then 
proceeded through Rutledge, and having learned that several bush- 
whackers besides those we were trailing had passed up Mill Creek, 
we found their trail and followed it. e arrived at last at the house 
of a bushwhacker by the name of Waitman. We there discovered 
a considerable quantity of provisions and some Federal clothing. 
Believing that this was a bushwhacker rendezvous, I sent Lieuten- 
ant Hunter with the main body of my command with instructions to 
move slowly up the valley, while I with the remainder searched the * 
thickets and ravines on our flanks. The keen cracks of rifles and 
revolvers soon rang out on both sides of me, accompanied by the 
hearty yells of my brave boys. The fight soon over, | found my 
boys ignites and 2 bushwhackers dead on the ground. I pre- 
sented the horses of the dead bushwhackers to the brave lads who 
had killed them and then proceeded over the hills to Butler’s Creek. 
We found a hidden tanyard, which we destroyed. Wereached But- 
ler’s Creek in the evening, ambuscaded the road and rested till 2 
o’clock of the 31st, when we proceeded in a southwesterly direction 
in order to strike Honey Creek, where we learned a dancing party 
was going on, attended by the notorious thief, Lieutenant McGee, 
and 7 of his men. As we proceeded, however, we were discovered : 
signal guns were fired by the buskwhackers on the hills, and we 
accomplished nothing more than the capture of a few good quilts 
and blankets left in their deserted camps. I burned the houses, or 
rather hovels, where they harbored, and proceeded to the party. We 
arrived too late to dance any ourselves, but we made Lieutenant 
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Howed fe nd several other bo 


I immediately presented the captured horses and arms to these 4 


noble boys, and while our horses were grazing I took one man, and ~ 
having laid aside our coats and made ourselves look as much like — 


_bushwhackers as possible, we ran to a rebel house half a mile dis- 4 


tant and rushing in covered with sweat hastily informed the lady ~ 


that 200 Federals had broken in upon us and killed 2 of our men, — 
and that Lieutenant McGee had sent us to get every horse that — 
would do to ride; she soon furnished us with 3 horses belonging to ~ 
McGee’s party, which we gladly received and went on our way re- 
joicing. Being now encumbered with a number of led horses and 
aving obtained the information for which you sent me out, I 
marched for camp, arriving on the evening of the Ist of June, 

1864, = 
In conclusion I will say that Iam proud to command such men as 
formed my detachment on this occasion. Lieutenant Hunter, of. 
Company H, is an officer after my own heart. Every man also did 
his duty well. Hunger, fatigue, loss of sleep, every privation was 
borne without one word of complaint. With such officers and men 
under my command, I feel sure of success in almost any enterprise. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. JOHN R. KELSO, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 
Capt. H. D. Moors, 
Commanding Post. 


MAY 30-JUNE 5, 1864.—Expedition from Morganza to the Atchafalaya, La., 
and skirmishes near Livonia and Morganza. 


RHPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, U.S. Army, commanding Nineteenth Army 
Corps, &c. 
No, 2.—Brig. Gen. Michael K, Lawler, U.S, Army, commanding division, &c. 
No. 3,—Col. Edmund J. Davis, First Texas Cavalry (Union), commanding Cavalry 


Forces. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Bfig. Gen. William H. Emory, U. S. Army, command- 
ing Nineteenth Army Corps, &c. 


Hpgrs. NINETEENTH ARMY Corps AND U. S. Forcrs, 
_ Morganza, La., June 1, 1864. 
MaJor: On the 29th, I learned that the enemy were crossing the 
Atchafalaya, Limmediately sent out 6,000 infantry under General 


z Xe ad gooey 


» 


and, if poss . : 3 
ted a naval officer here to send two 
a if he deemed it icurcsevoen do so. 
a 


t 


W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Major CHRISTENSEN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Div. of West Mississippi. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forcrs, 
Morganza, La., June 5, 1864, 

Masor: The infantry came in the day before yesterday, and the 

cavalry have this moment come in. I sent you a report of what 

assed up to the 3dof June. After dispersing the small force in 
ront and driving them into the canebrake and across the Atchafa- 
laya, I directed the cavalry to make a raid down the Grossetete, and 
after passing Rosedale to sweep to their left, and return by the 
river. 

A small camp of the enemy, being a part of Colonel Madison’s 
Texas regiment, between the Bayou Sierra and the Bayou Poydras, 
was surprised yesterday by a detachment under Colonel Crebs. We 
killed and wounded some 20 or 30, and captured 10 of the enemy and 
some dispatches ; one dispatch addressed to Major-General Wharton, 
calling on him for immediate assistance ; another headed ‘‘ News by 
steamer Grey Eagle,” containing a parcel of lies intended to give aid 
and comfort to the enemy, seriously implicating the clerks on board 
that boat. I recommend they and their books be detained until the 
handwriting can be identified. The dispatch from the Grey Eagle 
is not signed. 

The enemy on this side of the Atchafalaya are dispersed and 
driven into the canebrake. Our cavalry represent them as being 
uncommonly well mounted. From the prisoners and from other 
sources L learn this much of the enemy: Only Madison’s regiment 
of Wharton’s division Texas cavalry had succeeded in crossing the 
Atchafalaya when I attacked them ; that Polignac’s force is still at 
Yellow Bayou, and the Texas cavalry, one or two divisions (not 
known), are scattered from there along the line of the Atchafalaya to 
a point below Morgan’s Ferry—on the other side, of course. All the 
saw-mills except the one destroyed by us are in full activity, and 
they boast that they are making boats to cross as soon as the river 
falls. 

Major Pollock, an intelligent officer of the engineers, who escaped 
from Cheneyville on Monday last, and arrived here this morning, 
says that General Walker, with two divisions returned from Price’s 


sending a good deal of artillery to Washington, and concentrs 

supplies at that point. This is all I can learn of the enemy and his 

orces. I send a copy of this letter to department headquarte: 

hall I still retain the detachment of the Thirteenth Army Cot 

here ? As soon as the cavalry have had acouple of days’ rest I sh 
- start them again in pursuit of any force that may still remain on 

this side. 2S a ere 

_ Since writing the above the pickets have broughtin.a prisoner 

‘belonging to Colonel Miller’s regiment of Major’s division, who in 

- forms me his regiment commenced to cross yesterday evening, and 

_ that he understood that the whole force was to cross as fast as they — 
could. I shall again attack them, and repeat my request to the gun- — 
boats to go around and prevent their recrossing. as 

— Tam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

oe W. H. EMORY, 

- Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

: Major CHRISTENSEN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


/ 


Hpgrs. NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPS AND U.S. ForcgEs, 
Morganza, La., June 10, 1864, 
Magor: I have the honor to forward the inclosed reports of Brig- - 
adier-General Lawler and Colonel Davis, who commanded the forces 
sent by me to prevent the enemy from crossing the Atchafalaya. I 
desire to particularly call attention to the as report of Colonel 
Davis, relating to the clothing, &c., captured in the enemy’s camp, 
which undoubtedly was supplied from New Orleans. : 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. C. T. CHRISTENSEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Michael K. Lawler, U. S. Army, command- 
ing division, &e. 


Hopagrs. Frrst Div. AND DETACH. 13TH ARMY CoRPs, 
Morganza, La., June 3, 1864. 

Captain : In obedience to the orders of Brig. Gen. W. H. Emory, 
commanding Nineteenth Corps and U. 8. Forces, I marched from 
Morganza on fhe morning of the 30th ultimo, having under my com- 
mand the detachment of the Thirteenth Corps at this point, Sharpe’s 
brigade and_a battery from the Nineteenth Corps, and about 1,700 
cavalry, under Col. KE. J. Davis. The enemy were reported to have 
crossed the Atchafalaya at Morgan’s Ferry on the day previous with 
a force from 3,000 to 7,000 men and two pieces of artillery. My in- 
structions were to move out to the junction of the Fordoche and 


aro 


the junction of the roa re . 


and that 


ach of our troops retreated down the road toward Livonia, a 


entry arrived at the junction at 9 a. m:, and Placing them in po- 


Davis to send for= 


F ward a brigade of his cavalry to reconnoiter on the pe et Ferry 


moored to the west bank. No difficulty was experienced by the col- 
onel in going to the ferry, but in returning a Sel force of the enemy 


Atchafalaya, I determined to return to Morganza by way of Livonia 
and the False River road, clearing the country thoroughly before 
me. Accordingly, my command moved from the junction at 4 p. m., 
Crebs’ brigade of cavalry having the advance and Chrysler’s the 
rear. At Fordoche bridge the enemy were found apparently in 
position, and threw three or four shells at our cavalry skirmishers. 
A section of Norris’ battery opened aud soon silenced their gun. An 
advance of the cavalry immediately afterward put them to flight, 
and pushed them rapidly down the road toward Livonia. They left 
behind on the field, dead, Lieutenant Leavy, of Madison’s (Texas) 
regiment, and 3 enlisted men, besides several wounded. No further 
resistance was made to our advance, and we arrived and went into 
camp near Livonia at 9 p.m. While on the march a small squad of 
the enemy, taking advantage of the darkness of the night, concealed 
themselves in the brush across Bayou Fordoche and fired into Gen- 
eral McGinnis’ command, killing Captain Paul,-Twenty-fourth Iowa, 
and slightly wounding 8 others. A single fire from our men dis- 
persed them. 

Learning positively at Livonia that the road to False River was 
impracticable in consequence of high water and want of bridges, 
there was nothing to do but retrace my steps. Directing Colonel 
Davis to move forward 4 or 5 miles onthe Rosedale road, on the 31st 
ultimo, at 5 a. m., the troops marched for the junction. Arrived 
there at 10 o’clock and went into camp for the night. Colonel Davis 
did not get in until the afternoon. A report of his operations be- 
yond Livonia has already been sent you. The next morning I sent 
Colonel Sharpe, with his brigade and four pieces of artillery and 500 
cavalry, under Colonel Davis, to the Atchafalaya to Beer oy the 
saw-mill and, if possible, the boats at the ferry. The mill was 
effectually destroyed, as were also two important bridges on the road 
leading to the river, but in consequence of the great risk troops 
would run in passing along the river bank, exposed to the enemy’s 
sharpshooters on the west shore, it was not deemed. prudent to 
attempt to reach the ferry, and the expedition. hy my order re-- 
Seiad. E 

If thought important and desirable the boats can yet be destroyed 
by a force with a section of artillery moving out on the Texas road. 
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Was not a man lost in the whole command durin 


Seep 
“rnin 


9 


Ph, 


- Morganza. § 1 
by the guerrillas in 


either killed or wounded, and not a straggler lost. 


‘Capt. FREDERIC SPEED, 
- Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Reports of Col. Edmund J. Davis, First Texas Cavalry (Union), - 


commanding Cavalry Forces. 


| M. K. LAWLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. f 


: 


3 
a 
ForpocHE Bripas, La., May 31, 1864. ~ 
2 
= 


Caprain: I went 4 miles below Livonia on the Rosedale road this 


morning, and 6 miles on the Maringouin road. On the Rosedale — 


road there was nothing found at all, and on the other we arrived at 


the camp of the enemy in the woods in the rear of David Barrow’s ~ 
plantation. ‘The rebels, in my opinion, did not exceed 200, including © 


: 
3 


‘ 


the Texans who came down; they dispersed in small parties through ~ 


the canebrake near their camp, mostly taking the trail leading to 
the Atchafalaya. We destroyed and brought away a considerable 


quantity of commissary stores. .Among the stores destroyed were — 


‘18 barrels of pork; also a considerable quantity of clothing. They 
had only one piece of artillery, and that was an old Fourth of July 
gun mounted on cart-wheels. It was hid away in the swamp and 
could not be found, and it was not worth the trouble. Iam posi- 


tively certain that there is no other force in this country, and they — 


are effectually dispersed, and I think the Texans are making for the 
Atchafalaya to cross. I ascertained that it was impossible to get to 
Waterloo by the way of Grossetete Bayou, without swimming my 
command, and it twice. It is 50 yards wide and 15 feet deep, and, 
consequently, by direction of General Lawler, returned to this point. 


Respectfully, 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 
Capt. FREDERIC SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ 


f HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, 
Atchafalaya, June 1, 1864. 
Captain: I am opposite the steam mill and where the artillery 
can destroy the mill. I find that the ferry, where the flats are, is 
about 2 miles above here, and that the road runs close to the bank 
of the river, so that it is completely covered by the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters, There is great risk of having the horses of the artillery 


- 


‘T0 THE ATCHAPALAYA, LA, 


while moving along, either going or returning, and consequently 

~ Iwill not attempt to tale it up fox till I hear from the sone. ; i 

will not open on the mill till I hear from the general, as it will be 

__ better not to let the enemy know we have any. If try tomoveup ~ 

_ to the ferry it would take some time to open a road removed from 

_ the bayou, as it would have to be cut through the woods all the way, 

though with a strong seg eet it might be done within a day. 
There are several fine bridges on the road Sok to your camp, and if 

_ they are destroyed the enemy cannot get down by this route to the 
Fordoche, at any rate with artillery or wagons, as they cross deep 
sloughs or bayous, with a cypress swamp on the upper side. © 

* - Respectfully, 

‘ EDMUND J. DAVIS, 

4 Colonel, &e. 


__- [Capt. FrepEric SPEEp,] 
? Asst. Adjt. Gen., Thirteenth Army Corps. 


Hpagrs. CAVALRY Forces, NINETEENTH ARMY CorRPs, 
June 5, 1864. 

CapTAIN: I have to report that, in obedience to verbal orders 
from headquarters Nineteenth Army Corps, of May 29, I, at 4 a. m. 
of the following morning, put this command Nig oe the exception 
of the Third Massachusetts, left here) in march for the Fordoche 
Bayou and Morgan’s Ferry. At 6.15 a. m. I arrived at the point 
where the, Morgan’s Ferry road leaves the Fordoche, and (as I had 
been directed) there awaited the arrival of the infantry under 
Brigadier-General Lawler. Wefound here a small party (about 50), 
which was early driven down the Fordoche, leaving a prisoner in 
our hands, and taking off several wounded. 

When General Lawler came up I detached Colonel Chrysler, with 
the Sixth Massachusetts, Second New Hampshire, and Third Mary- 
land, to visit Morgan’s Ferry, and try to ascertain what force of the 
enemy had passed or was passing the Atchafalaya at that point. I 
have not had an official report from Colonel Chrysler, but I under- 
stand he found no indications by which the strength of the enemy 
on this side of the Atchafalaya could be ascertained. On his return, 
at 3p. m., I left his command, by direction of General Lawler, to 
act as rear guard for the infantry, and with the First Louisiana, 
EKighty-seventh Illinois, and Second New York, commenced pushing 
down the Fordoche in advance of General Lawler’s infantry, and 
reached Livonia, on the Grossetete, at about.8 p. m., driving and 
skirmishing during the afternoon with a party of about 200 rebels, 
mostly Texans, under the command of Colonel Madison. They left 
on the route a lieutenant and several men dead. The next morning 
General Lawler returned to the Morgan’s Ferry road, and, with the 
three regiments last named, I followed the enemy down the Grosse- 
tete and Maringouin Bayous to their camp in a dense canebrake back 
of the plantation of David Barrow (uncle of Ratcliffe, the guerrilla), 
where they were dispersed, and a considerable quantity of commis- 
sary stores and clothing destroyed or brought away. We returned 
that afternoon to General Lawler’s position. 

On the morning of the 1st instant I went, by General Lawler’s 
direction, to the Atchafalaya, and with a section of the Seventh 


s Battery the sa 
or at least the mac 


The bridge on this road at Cocodrie Bayou or lake had been ~ 
burned some time since by the rebels, but Colonel Chrysler very 
promptly laid a good road over the railroad bridge with plank taken | 
from some of the railroad station buildings. The road through from ~ 
Rosedale to Lobdell’s, 15 miles, is very bad in wet weather such as 
we had. We camped that evening on the Mississippi, about 4 or 5 ~ 
miles below False River. When I reached False River, about 8 a. — 
m, of the next day (4th instant), I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs, ~ 
with 300 of his best horses, to make the circuit of the outside of : 
False River, and Colonel Chrysler, with the same number from the 3 
Fourth Brigade, to go around: the inside of the river. To Colonel © 
Chrysler nothing of importance occurred. He reports that the ~ 
settlers on the imner side of False River are mostly very small ~ 
farmers and poor. Lieutenant-Colonel Crebs had not proceeded ~ 
more than 6 or 8 miles when he came suddenly upon a small party ~ 
of 50 or 60 rebels (being a company of scouts known as McNelly’s). 
Colonel Crebs immediately charged them and succeeded in killing © 
and wounding 4 and taking a lieutenant and 7 men prisoners. Col- 
onel Crebs lost 1 killed and 2 wounded. His horses were so much 
used up by their hard service that he did not take the whole rebel 
party, as would otherwise have been the case. He reports a plenty 
of corn on that road. 

Both parties rejoined me at camp of last night, about 8 miles this 
side of Waterloo, and we returned to this place this morning. The 
results of the whole expedition have been some 15 prisoners taken 
and from 25 to 30 (including at least 1 officer) killed and wounded. 
I have reason to believe that Colonel Madison with his Texans took 
a trail to the Atchafalaya for the purpose of recrossing. Ido not 
think there is now a force exceeding 300 or 400 on this side of the 
Atchafalaya. These are lying around in small parties, and from 
the nature of the country can easily secrete themselves. Heavy 
rains or an overflow of the river would drive them from the swamps 
and make their capture easy. 

Respectfully, 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Colonel, Comdg. Cavalry, 19th Army Corps. 
[Capt. FrRepERIC SPEED, , 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Forcogs, NINETEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
June 7, 1864. 
Captain : In addition to report of proceedings on thé recent expe- 
dition down the Grossetete I have to state that the commissary stores 


ip of the rebels. They say that the most of them came | 
at Beas ee 2 
Bato: ge. From my own observation and from inf 
tion I have come to the conclusion that there is a regular and quite 
extensive business of this sort carried on princi ‘lly from Baton 
Rouge, Plaquemine, &c. The guerrilla, Captain Ratcliffe, I am in- 
n ned, allows cotton and sugar to be taken through those partie 
country infested by his gang on payment of certain toll, either 
: a ose of those articles the rebels want or in money. te 


“Respectfully, ss 
Persea Zs . _ EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
_ Colonel, Comdg. Cavalry, 19th Army Corps. 


tm e 


-[Capt. Freperic Sprep, - 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


= JUNE 1, 1864.—Skirmish near Arnoldsville and raid on New Market, Mo. 


_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Olinton B. Fisk, U. S. Army, commanding 
ei District of North Missouri. 


Saint Josepu, Mo., June 1, 1864. 


~ A desperate little fight occurred this morning between a de- 
tachment of militia and bushwhackers in the southeastern por- 
tion of Buchanan County. The militia were outnumbered and sur- 
prised. We lost 3 men Killed. I have 200 men in pursuit of the’ 
villains. We have captured another of the murderers of Wilson and 
Christian, who has confessed the murder and revealed the names of 
his confederates in the crime. I am leaving no stone unturned to 
discover and summarily punish the guilty parties. The people are 
clamorous for protection that I am unable to afford from my limited 
force. Am increasing the loyal militia as rapidly as possible. We 
must look and prepare for considerable trouble. My advices from 
the river counties indicate that returning rebels and guerrillas are 
constantly crossing the river to this side. I have ordered Colonel 
Williams to Macon to assist in the organization of militia in North- 


east Missouri. 
CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier-General. 


ee. + 


Major-General RosECRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. 


SAINT JOSEPH, June 1, 1864. 
The band of guerrillas that encountered our militia this morn- 
ing near the south line of Buchanan County also made a raid 
into New Market, Platte County, for plunder, They stole horses, 
guns, and money, and left in the direction of Platte City, I have 


q and and are doubles: a part of the gr: 
‘lk of which we have heretofore been . Sivineds HT: 42 hi 
ight. He has done well so far and will immediately jake ‘the: a 


oe d f b ds. 
ae this eee Co) RES Ss. oN oee: = FISK, 
ee "Brigadior General 


Mijor-Coneral ROSECRANS, . 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. ashe 


JUNE 8, 1864.—Skirmish near Neosho, Mo. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. Henry D. Moore, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Capt. Ozias Ruark, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Capt. Henry D. Moore, ighth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. Batt., EigGHtH Missouri MILITIA CAVALRY, 
Neosho, Mo., June 3, 1864. 
GENERAL: This morning at about 8 o’clock 20 bushwhackers ran 
on 2 men of Company L, 3 miles from this place, killing 1 and 
_ capturing the other (Sergeant Ruark). I immediately started out a 
scout of 30 men under Captain Ruark, who overtook the rebels about 
9 or 10 miles from here. The captain as soon as he came in sight of 
the rebels ordered his men to charge. After the fight was over 4 
bushwhackers were found dead on the ground. Lieutenant Smith, 
of Company M, was pursuing a bushwhacker closely, who turned 
and shot the lieutenant through the head, killing him instantly. 
Sergeant Ruark was released, and his life no doubt saved by this 
speedy ursuit. 
wa obedient servant, : 
H. D. MOORE, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
General JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri. 


No. 2: 


Report of Capt. Ozias Ruark, Highth Missouri State Militia 
, Cavalry. 


Post NrosHo, Mo., June —, 1864. 
CapTaIN: In obedience to your ‘orders, on the 3d instant I took 
command of 30 men of Companies H, is and M, Eighth Missouri 
State Militia Cavalry, and Captain Kelso and Lieutenants Hunter 
and Smith, of the same regiment, and pursued a band of guerrillas 


; ed the men to charge, which they did 
@ llas were scattered in every direction, 


> guerrillas wi tered n, and 3 of | 
ber, Steen, Hickey, and Linzy, were killed on the spot. W 
T. Smith, second lieutenant Company M, Bighth Miss« 
e Militia, who was shot dead in the charge. Like a brave so. 
died at the post of duty and honor. 
I am, captain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
BM aoe © / OZIAS RUARK, 
— ss Captain Company L, Eighth M. 8. M. Cavalry. — 
Capt. H. D. Moors, ae Ra Mae eee 
Commanding Post. 
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_ JUNE 3-5, 1864,—Scout from Sedalia to the Blackwater River, Mo. 3 

_ Report of Capt. William D. Blair, Fourth Missouri State Militia 
7 3 

; 


Cavalry. 
EB Hpgrs. Co. B, Fourru Cav., Mo. Stare Mit., 
“_ June 7%, 1864. 
_ §1r: Thave the honor to report the results of a scout sent out | 


under me on the 3d instant, consisting of Lieutenant McClellan and 

40 enlisted men of Company B, Fourth Cavalry, Missouri State 
Militia. After leaving Sedalia on the above-named day I divided y 
the company, sending eaten: McClellan and 28 men directly to | 


the Willow Ford, on La Mine Creek, in Cooper County, Mo., and I A 
roceeded with the remainder toward Mastim’s Bridge, on La Mine — — 
: reek, on the main road from Boonville, Mo., to Georgetown, Mo., 


until within some 4 miles of the bridge; then, taking by-paths and es 
old roads, arrived at said Willow Ford just at sunset without hearing ~~ 

of any guerrillas being in that direction. On the morning of the 4th 3 

of June, 1864, we started for Pilot Grove, in Cooper County, Mo., 

where I arrived with the company at 11.30 a. m. with the intention 

of going into camp, but on hearing of a band of guerrillas in the 

vicinity of Pilot Grove Post-Office, Cooper County, Mo., started 

there immediately, but arrived about one hour after they had left. 

They killed Captain Mayo, of Cooper County, Mo., who at the time was 

at the post-office. They also shot a Mr. Brownfield, of Pilot Grove, 

Mo., in the hand, but he made his escape into the brush. After this 

they took an old road which led into the one that I had just come 

on, which crossed the La Mine Creek at Willow Ford some 10 miles 

from the above-named post-office. From there they went directly to 

Longwood, Mo., and robbed the citizens of what they wanted, leay- 

ing some two hours before sunset. I followed them as fast as possi- 

ble until 11 p. m. of the same day, when I camped on the farm of 

Mr. Sellers, in Saline County, Mo., until the morning of the 5th in- 

stant. We again started in pursuit, crossing Blackwater at Buffalo 

Ford, 5 miles below Brownsville, Mo., with the a og verge of gotting 

ahead of the bushwhackers, but they changed their course anc 

passed up south fork of Blackwater some 9 miles from Brownsville, 


n ob m a euabie caen Jes 
erritlas live in Johnson County, Mo., abov 
at the goods they took were for the benefit of 


our obedient servant, — 


[Indorsement.] 


TERS FIRST AND SECOND SUB-DISTRICTS, cae 
pees Sedalia, Mo., June 7, 1864. 
' Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding ~~ 
general, ono : 2 a 
A man named Warren, who is said to live near Knobnoster, is said 
to have been of this party. Mr. Shanks, a reliable citizen, says that 
__ these men scattered when they reached the vicinity of Knobnoster — 
- and that he is satisfied from what he has heard that this Warren — 
was one of them. 


Respectfully, 3 
GEORGE H. HALL, : = 
Col. 4th Cav., M. S. M., Comdg. 1st and 2d Sub-dists. | 


JUNE 4, 1864.—Affair at Hudson’s Crossing, Neosho River, Ind. Ter. 
Report of Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


“Fort Scort, June 6, 1864. 

About 40 bushwhackers attacked Captain Craft, of the Indian 
Brigade, who had started up to meet the refugee train at Hudson’s 
Crossing of the Neosho, 80 miles south of this, on the military road 
to Fort Gibson, day before yesterday morning at daylight, but were 
soon repulsed. Following them up, Captain Craft found and burned 
their camp; released a colored woman and 4 children they had taken 
from Shawnee Creek last Wednesday. They were half-breed Chero- 
kees in Federal uniform. 


C. W. BLAIR. 
General McK@an, 


JUNE 4-17, 1864.—Scouts from Huntersville and Clinton, Ark, 
Report of Eieut. Col. James Stuart, Tenth Illinois Cavalry. 


HUNTERSVILLE, ARK., June 17, 1864. 
Capratn: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
scout under my command : In obedience to written instructions from 
Brigadier-General West, commanding Second Division, dated June 
3, 1864, [ took 7 commissioned officers and 273 enlisted men of my 


r- 


ind and started"the morning of the 4th instant on a scout to 

Clinton, Ark., and vicinity. [arrived at that pointon the morning of 

_ the 7th instant; from thence I sent one scout on the Kinderhook and _ 

_ Batesville road and another to Richwoods, on the Clinton and Bates- 

_ ville road, while with the balance of my command I proceeded to — 
_ scout the south fork of Little Red River, which is very much infested 
with guerrilla bands. I returned toClinton on the 8th and waited for 

_ the return of the other scouts. Upon their arrival, finding m 
information regarding Shelby’s movements not quite satisfactory, 

concluded to move my whole command to Kinderhook, it being a con- 

merone pop to send out scouts on either of the roads epee toward 

_ Batesville, at which point Shelby was reported to be; it is likewise 

an important point, from the fact that the Batesville, Richwoods, 

_ Searcy, Little Rock, and Clinton roads all come together at this point. 
From there I sent one scout to Oil Trough Bottom, and another 
within 5 miles of Batesville, on the Richwoods road; the latter went 
up near Heath’s Ferry. By these scouts I ascertained the fact that 
Shelby had called together all his command and proceeded down the 
north side of White River on the morning of the 9th instant, with 
the intention of attacking Devall’s Bluff if practicable ; if not, to act 
along White River, capture boats, and, at the same time, collect 
McRae’s scattered forces, which had been disbanded prior to Shelby’s 
arrival. I would likewise report that he has conscripted every man 
from the ages of sixteen to fifty along his route, and he has sent 
Coffee and Schnabel up through Searcy, Newton, Carroll, Marion, and 
Izard Counties conscripting. I likewise sent a lieutenant and 25 
men down toward Searcy to communicate with the Ninth Iowa Cav- 
alry, but found the command had left that vicinity two days pre- 
vious. This scout captured lieutenant Johnston and 2 men of the 
Second Arkansas Cavalry (rebel). I likewise ascertained without a 
doubt that Shelby only had 1,200 men and four pieces of artillery 
with him, and that his forces were purposely very much exaggerated 
by his own command. The country through which my command 

assed is very mountainous and rocky, consequently hard on horses. 
‘orage and supplies of all kinds were very scarce, having been used 
by Shelby’s command in their passage through and while at Bates- 
ville. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES STUART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tenth Illinois Cav., Comdg. Scout. 
Captain FILLEBROWN, 2 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


~ sch B hg ih Wait each op 


JUNE 5-9, 1864.—Scout from Warrensburg to the North Blackwater 
River, Mo. 


Report of Lieut. Daniel Shumate, First Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


W ARRENSBURG, Mo., June 9, 1864. 
CoLONEL: Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 9, I marched on the 
5th instant, with 20 enlisted men of my company, on a foot scout 
with five days’ rations. Late in the evening of the 5th, we fired on 


a 
. 


acked, Thi rré mut 1 
the night of the 5th, we camped 


in the timber of South 


women ; we fired on the man but he made hisescape. From appear- 


s 


’ 


ances they staid there during the night. He left a Federal over- 


coat and U.S. blanket. On the evening of the 7th, a party of 18 
-bushwhackers came in sight of us; fired 4 shot and retreated into — 
the brush. On the night of the 7th, we camped in the timber of head- 
__ waters of North Blackwater. On the 8th, we spent a portion of the — 


day in scouting and watching the roads. Late in the evening we 
marched down the north side of Blackwater in the direction of War- 
rensburg. Wecamped about 5 miles from Columbus, on the road 


leading to Warrensburg. On the 9th, we arrived at Warrensburg, 


having marched about 50 miles. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DANIEL SHUMATH, 
Second Lieut. Co. I, 1st Cav., M. S. M., Comdg. Co. L, M.S. M. 
Col. JamMES McFERRAN, : 
' Col. First Cav., Mo. State Militia, Comdg. Third Sub- Dist. 


JUNE 5-12, 1864.—Scout from Forsyth through Ozark and Douglas Counties, 
Mo. 


_ Report of Capt. Jacob Cassairt, Eighth Missouri State Militia Cav- 


alry. 


Camp AT ForsytuH, Mo., June 12, 1864. 

Sir: [ have the honor to report as directed : I started on the march 
June 5, 1864, seeing considerable signs of guerrillas in vicinity of 
Beaver and Big Creeks and Little North Fork. At Mountain Home 
I captured 2 prisoners and 2 others escaped. Seven miles south of 
Mountain Home I captured 2 others. Continuing the march I ar- 
rived at Mr. Wolf’s, but found nothing there. There had been 40 
men encamped there, but had left the day before for Salem. Colonel 
Freeman was not, nor had not been, there. The report about him 
being wounded was true and he is at this time on Spring River 
below Augusta. During the night the pickets captured 2 men be- 
longing to Colonel.Coffee’s command, and they report that he’is at 
Mount Oliver with 100 men. They also report that Shelby is at 
Batesville. The number of men that he has I could not learn. He 
is in command of the troops this side of Arkansas River. They also 
report Jackmgin at Sylamore Mountains, with something near 300 
men. These prisoners also state that Shelby intends making a raid 
into Missouri and to capture Rolla if possible. These reports are 
confirmed by citizens in the vicinity of Mr. Wolf’s. Next morning 
| started back, scouting the country. On my return on the night 
of the 10th of June, during a heavy shower of rain, 2 prisoners 
attempted to escape from the guard, when 1 of them was killed and 


Mio eentor On the 6th, we marched across the country from the 
- timber of South Blackwater to the timber of North Blackwater. © In 
_ this timber we found signs of theenemy in abundance. Onthenight — 
of the 6th, we encamped in said timber. On the morning of the 7th, — 
we started before daylight. About sunrise we came on a man and 2 
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 -Capt., Eighth Cav., Missouri State Mat; Comdg.. pale 
jieut. W. D. HUBBARD, 
Acting Assistant 2 eee aie) Springteld, Mo. 
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6,1 1864—Engagement on ola River Lake,’ or Lake Chicot, “ane 
Hebe 


hes ‘: REPORTS. ' 


° 


.—Brig. Gen. aieaph A. Mower, U. 8. Army, commanding First Division, Six 
ae teenth Army Corps. 
No. 2.—Capt. James M. Cockefair, Third Indiana Battery. 


No. 3.—Col. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, commanding Second 


Brigade. 


No, 4.—Maj.John C. Becht, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 
_ No. 5.—Maj. George W. Van Beek, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, commanding 


Third Brigade. 


No. 6.—Capt. Felix W. Doran, Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry. 
No. 7.—Capt. Alexander J. Campbell, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry. 


No. 8.—Col. David Moore, Twenty-first Missouri Infantry, commanding Third 
_ Division. 

No. 9.—Col. James I. Gilbert, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade, 

No. 10.—Capt. Warren C. Jones, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. 

No, 11.—Maj. George W. Howard, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry. 

No, 12.—Lieut. Col. Gustavus A. Eberhart, Thirty-second lowa Infantry. 

No. 13.—Maj. Robert W. Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry. 

No. 14.—Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry (Confederate), commanding 
Marmaduke’s brigade, including skirmishes June 5 and 7 at Worthing- 
ton’s and Sunnyside Landings. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mower, U. S. Army, éommanding 
First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps. 


Hogrs. First Divison, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
‘Memphis, Tenn., June 15, 1864, 


Captain: I have the honor to submit the folate report of | 


the part taken by my command in the engagement near Lake Vil- 
lage, Ark., on the 6th instant: In obedience to the orders of the 
general commanding detachment Sixteenth Army Corps, I debarked 
with the Second and Third Brigades of this division, commanded, 
respectively, by Col. L. F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, and 
Maj. George W. Van Beek, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, near 
Sunnyside Landing, Ark. ., on the evening of the 5th instant, biv- 


* Known also as engagement at t Dite h ayod. Fish Bayou, Grand Laka. and Laks 
Village. 
+See also Marmaduke’s report, p. 946. 
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I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. A. MOWER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Capt. J. Hovan, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Right Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. James M. Cockefair, Third Indiana Battery. 
HEADQUARTERS THIRD INDIANA BATTERY, 
On board Steamer White Cloud, 

Mississippi River, June 9, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: In compliance with your request, I beg leave to 
make the following report in relation to the movements of the Third 
Indiana Battery on the 6th and 7th instant, viz: At 3.30 p. m. on the 


.; 
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ive 


h instant the fleet arrived at Sunnyside Landing, 
ssissippi River ; the battery disembarked and prepared two 
rations. Monday, June 6, the column moved at 7 a. m., the 
tery in the rear of the Fourteenth Iowa Regiment, Second Bri 


gade, Colonel Shaw commanding. After we had marched about-2 
miles I was ordered to move the epee forward in the rear of the 
First Her ir 

- comman 


ment of the First Brigade, First Division, General Mower 


and very thick brush in front of us, we could not see the enemy or 
ascertain his position. I reported the fact to General Mower, who 
ordered me to move up the road bordering Old River Lake. In a 
short time after we got on the road, the enemy opened his fire on us. 
General Mower ordered me to open with my two rifled guns. Itwas 
impossible to do so in consequence of the narrowness of the road, 
the lake on my right, and a thick-made ‘ae of bush on my left. 
The battery was in column of pieces, along the bank of the lake, 
and in my opinion in great danger of being severely handled by the 
enemy’s fire. I fired some eight or ten rounds of shell, and discover- 
ing we were accomplishing nothing, [ requested General Mower to 
let me return by the road we came, about one-quarter of a mile, and 
deploy in an open field on our left. He refused to grant my request, 
ea we remained on the road, as above stated, under the enemy’s fire 
for about one hour. .We were then ordered forward and crossed a 
bayou, and again opened with the two rifled guns at the retreat- 
ing enemy. e fired some fourteen shells and were again ordered 
forward. We saw no more of the enemy, andarrived at Lake Village 
about 6 p. m. and went into camp with Colonel Hubbard’s brigade, 
Tuesday, June 7, left camp-7 a, m., marched about 10 miles, and 
arrived at Columbia, Mississippi River, 1 p. m., and immediately 
embarked on respective boats. 

I Jost 2 artillery horses: in the engagement ; they were so badly 
crippled I ordered them to be shot, which was done. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES M. COCKEFAIR, 
Captain, Comdg. Third Indiana Battery. 
Lieutenant DONNAN, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 
Report of Col. Lucius F. Hubbard, Fifth Minnesota Infantry, com- 


manding Second Brigade. 


Hpars. Seconp Bria., First Div., 16TH ARMy Corps, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 11, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit for the information of the 
general commanding the following details of the part borne by the 
Second Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, in the en- 
counter with the enemy on Old River Lake, Ark., on the 6th of 


a ing. Itnow commenced raining very fast, and the roads 
_ became heavy. We moved on a few miles, when the two rifled guns 
_ of the battery were ordered by General Mower to take position in a 
field on the left of the road. We took the position accordingly and 

fired a few shells at theenemy. Thenature of the ground being such, 
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brigade left its bivouae on the bank o 
the line of march on the Lakeville roa ferere he 
the advance of the column, and when some 2 miles out encounter 
a line of the enemy’s skirmishers which our covery, eva eae 
- was vainly endeavoring to ae back. At this point, by order o 

General Mower, I deployed five companies of the orty-seventh Ili 
nois Infantry as skirmishers and directed them to move forward. as 
rapidly as possible. The balance of the brigade was _formed in lin 
of battle and moved up in support of the skirmishers. The enemy, — 
somewhat stubborn at first, soon began to give way and sullenly re- 
tire before my advance, and for a distance of several miles continual — 
skirmishing was kept up, with an occasional stand, but of short — 
‘duration upon the part of the enemy. As we approached a bayou, — 
-which ran from the lake at right angles across the road, the enemy — 
showed stronger evidences of fight and developed an intention to — 
make a stand. When within perhaps a half a mile of this bayou a — 
fire was opened upon my line of battle from a battery of four guns 
in position along the edge of the timber skirting the opposite bank, 
and as I moved forward the fire became sharp and quite effective. I — 
halted the line of battle when within about 100 yards of the bayou, 
where the men could obtain shelter, but pushed the skirmishers — 
forward, strengthened to a regiment, to the bank of the stream. As 
the skirmishers here were within point-blank pe of the enemy’s 
muskets and wholly without cover, they suffered much, but not 
without inflicting serious injury in return. The battery of the 
enemy soon Geased to work and limbered tothe rear. Many of the 
gunners had been shot down, and at one piece opposite the right of 
my line but a single man was left, who attached a rope to the gun, 
with which it was dragged away. As the bayou was wide and the 
water apparently deep, and the bridge where the road crosses it 
having been torn up, I,deemed it prudent before attempting to 
effect a passage to endeavor to drive the enemy’s sharpshooters from 
the opposite bank, where they were thickly posted under cover of 
the timber and protected by the undtlations of the ground. I 
therefore strengthened my line of skirmishers still further, and by 
means of a well-directed fire the enemy was dislodged and forced 
back. The bayou was now crossed and the retreating enemy pur- 
sued without further encounter to the village of Lakeville. During 
the advance and the progress of the fight a hard rain-storm pre- 
vailed, which greatly added to the labor of the men and caused 
much exhaustion and fatigue. No part of the command, however, 
evinced a disposition to lag, but bore itself throughout with its 
usual gallantry, and sustained its established reputation for good 
conduct on the field. 

The brigade suffered much in this action, sustaining the loss of 
many valuable officers and men. Major Miles, Forty-seventh Tlli- 
nois Regiment, was very seriously wounded while at his post coolly 
and gallantly discharging his duty. Captain Biser, of the same 
regiment, received a mortal wound while advancing his company 
deployed as skirmishers. Though the command will mourn for 
these gallant officers and the service feel it has sustained a loss, yet 
there is relief in the assurance that they fell while bravely fighting, 
and tothe last presented their front to the foe. To Colonel Me- 
Clure, Forty-seventh Illinois; Major Becht, Fifth Minnesota, and 


the Mississippi, and t ool 
d, The Rerond Brigade h 
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Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Re | L, B. HUBBARD, = 
Se a z colonel, Commanding. = 
Capt. J. B. Sampue, | Paria een 4 
| Assistant Adjutant-General. a 

Wa 


No. 4. 
Report of Maj. John CO. Becht, Fifth Minnesota Infantry. 


Hpgrs. FirrH Rect. Minnesota VET. VOLS., * 
Memphis, Tenn., June 10, 1864, 


‘COLONEL: I have the honor to report that the Fifth Minnesota 
was engaged in the battle with General Marmaduke’s forces near 
Lakeville, Ark., on the 6th instant. General Smith’s detachment of 
the Sixteenth Army Corps landed near the foot of Lake Village on 
the evening of the 5th, and marched early the next morning, Col- 
onel Hubbard’s brigade in the advance. On the first appearance of 
the enemy our brigade was formed in line of battle, and a company 
from each regiment ad ed forward as skirmishers. The enem 

aye us a running fight for 5 or 6 miles, using two pieces of artil- 
oth against us as often as eee were favorable and retaining 
5 their position as long as a due regard for their safety would allow. 

The rebels having gained the rear of our line and taken up the 

bridge, which afforded themselves a protection, commenced to in- 

augurate a warm and spirited engagement. Our line then advanced 
over a low, level bottomland, against a galling fire of musketry and 
of grape and canister from two full batteries, until we reached the 
bank of the bayou, which was but afew yards wide, and had no 

. opening levee or embankment on either side. An open timber, how- 
ever, afforded the rebels a great deal of protection which was denied 
to us. 
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= spectfully, your obedient servant, == 
Se eee ae eae 
B35 Major, Commanding Regiment. — 


Col. Oscar Manos, . . . . = 
— Adjutant-General of Minnesota. ~~ : coe 


No. 5. ee 


Report of Maj. George W. Van Beek, Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, “= 


. Hoers. Tutrp Bria., First Div., 16TH ARMY CORPS, 
Steamer Idaho, Mississippi River, June 7, 1864. 

Str: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the Third Brigade of the First Division, Sixteenth Army | 
Corps, in the battle of Old River Lake, Ark., on the 6th day of — 
June, 1864: This brigade (consisting of the Thirty-third Missouri — 
Volunteer Infantry, Thirty-fifth Iowa V olunteer ey, anddetach-  — 
ments of the Eleventh Missouri and Eighth and Twelfth lowa Veteran 
Volunteer Infantry Regiments) moved from the place where it had 
bivouacked during the night on the river bank near Sunnyside Land- 
ing, Ark. At 6a. m. on the 6th instant, by order of Brig. Gen. Jo- 
seph A. Mower, Lieut. Col. William B. Keeler, on account of illness, 
remained on the boat, and I, being the senior officer present, assumed 
command of the brigade. After marching about 2 miles, and when 
near the west bank of Old River Lake, the enemy began skirmishing 
with the troops in our advance; they used artillery and musketry, 
but were steadily driven by our skirmishers and occasional shots from 
our artillery about 2 miles along the bank of the lake. At about 11 
a, m. they made a determined stand in the edge of a woods, with their 
artillery advantageously posted, and their left flank protected by the 
lake. This brigade, by order of Brigadier-General Mower, formed 
into line of battle on the left of the Second Brigade of this division, 
and proceeded at once to move on the enemy’s position, and, if possi- 
ble, to capture his artillery. Wesoon found ourselves much exposed 
to a severe fire of shell and schrapnel, as we were moving forward 
through a field grown with weeds and briars. One shot at this time 
struck in Company E (color company) of the Thirty-fifth Regiment, 
tearing the bodies of 5 men in a frightful manner, killing 2 and 
wounding 3. From the incessant and heavy rain that had been fall- 
ing for several hours the ground was wet and soft, making it very 
difficult for troops to move with rapidity. We pressed forward 
under the firing without halting a moment. When we were within’ 
150 yards of the enemy they opened a terrific musketry (added to 
their artillery) fire upon our advancing line. At the word a shout 
was raised along our entire line, as they rushed toward the enemy 
on double-quick, firing as they ran. When within 75 paces of the 
enemy we encountered a fence; the troops were ordered over at 
once, and to rush upon the enemy, but about 6 paces on the other 
side of the fence we came to an impassable bayou, about 40 yards 
wide, and deep water.. The men were ordered to protect.themselves 


of our is 


No. 6. 


Report of Capt. Felia W. Doran, Thirty-fifth Towa Infantry. ~ 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-FIFTH Iowa INFANTRY VOLS., 
On board Steamer Idaho, Mississippi River, June 9, 1864. 


musketry, that our cavalry had met the enemy. The regiment 
closed up and Major John gave the order to load at will, which, being 
done, we again moved forward, though with much difficulty, as the 
falling rain had rendered the roads very bad. After proceeding 
about a mile from the bayou we heard the first firing. We came in 
view of Old River Lake, along the left shore of which we marched 
for about 2 miles, when we halted while one of our batteries moved 
into position on our left and threw a few shot forward, which elicited 
a corresponding number by way of reply from the enemy. Bein 

satisfied that there was something heavy ahead we again oe 
forward, and continued marching until we found by unmistakable 
signs that the enemy had made a stand in front. We then filed off 
to the left into a large field covered witha growth of dead leaves and 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 9 enlisted men killed and 2 officers and 30 enlisted 
men wounded in the Thirty-third Missouri Infantry, and 1 officer and 7 enlisted men 
killed and 1 officer and 9 enlisted men wounded in the Thirty-fifth Iowa Infantry. 
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an unexpected obstacle presented itself immediate 


yards of the enemy’s position we opened our fire Se 
¥ 


| had but little effect on the ‘‘ Thirty-fives,” for they commenced — 


jumping and climbing over a high fence 3 or 4 rods from and run- ~ 


ning parallel with the bayou. In crossing this fence several of our ~ 


men were wounded. Finding it impossible to ford the bayou and ~ 


that they could go no farther, the command posted itself along the ~ 


‘ 


bayou and opened a heavy musketry fire on the enemy. This con- — 
tinued from a half to three-fourths of an hour, when an order came = 
from the right to cease firing.. I obeyed, and we ceased firing. Ina — 


few moments after I heard some one calling me by name; I turned — 


a 


and saw Major Van Beek, of the Thirty-third Missouri, command- — 


ing our brigade, who said, ‘‘ Captain, keep on firing ; those are not our 
men; I can see a hundred of them.” I gave orders to fire, which 
commenced along the whole of our line. We continued firing until 
Lieutenant Hoover, acting assistant adjutant-general, came to notify 
me that we would soon be relieved by another brigade. This was 
the first intimation I had that our brave little major was wounded, 
and that Captain Dill, of Company D, had met the same fate. The 
brigade soon came up and Iimmediately took command of the regi- 
ment and marched it to an open space, where we formed in line and 
stacked arms. 

I next had ammunition sent for and distributed among the com- 
mand. This done, I ordered a detail of men from each company to 
look after the killed and wounded. Those killed (7 in number) | 
were decently interred, and the wounded (10) carefully conveyed to 
the ambulances. After paying the last sad rites to the remains of 
our brave comrades we again moved forward in pursuit of the enemy, 
whom we had driven from their almost impregnable position, but we 
failed to overtake him. We arrived near nightfall at Lake Village, 
6 miles from the field of battle, and camped for the night. The next 
morning we resumed our march and arrived about noon at Columbia, 
on the Mississippi River, where we found our transports awaiting 
our arrival. 

In closing this report it would be invidious, perhaps unjust, to 
mention the names of any one in particular as being brave, &c. 
They all acted like men who were fighting for a principle, not 
exactly for glory or for fame ; but both fame and glory, bright as sun- 
beams, will cluster round thename of each of our honored dead, 

Major, [have the honor to remain, yours, respectfully, 
F. W. DORAN, 
Captain, Comdg. Thirty-fifth Iowa Infy. Vols. 
Maj. GEORGE W. VAN BEEK, 
Commanding Third Brigade, 
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_ Report of Capt, Alexander J. Campbet Thirty-third Missouri In- 


Hpgrs. THIRTY-THIRD MissoURI VOLUNTEERS, 
On board Trans. Emma Boyd, Miss. River, June 9, 1864. 


Sir : [have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders received 


from brigade headquarters, this regiment moved at 6 a. m., June 6, 
from Sunnyside Landing (where it had bivouacked the previous 
night), following the Second Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army 
Corps, to within a distance of 2 miles of Lake Village, where it 
was deployed into line on the left of the Second Brigade. Bein, 
ordered to advance on the enemy, we complied, moving steadily an 
unflinchingly forward under a most terrific and destructive iin of 
shell and canister from a masked battery and bullets from infantry. 
The ground passed over was rendered almost impassable on account 
of the heavy rains of the morning and the briars and cottonwood 
by which it was covered. We discovered that in order to dispossess 
the enemy we had to cross an unfordable bayou, on the opposite side 
of which he was strongly posted. After an hour’s firing we suc- 
ceeded in dislodging him. 

Being notified that Colonel Gilbert would relieve us, orders were 
iven accordingly. We retired about 75 paces, collected our dead 
or interment, and our wounded and ordnance for removal; such 

being effected, we replenished our cartridge-boxes with ammunition 
and marched after the enemy as.far as Lake Village. Darkness 
coming on, we were ordered to bivouac for the night. We moved 
forward at 6 o’clock, and arrived at 11 a. m. at Craig’s Landing, 
where we embarked on the transports at 1 p m. on the 7th instant. 
Our loss, which is very heavy, was Be a y sustained by the right 
wing, it being easily observed and exposed to a heavy enfilading 
fire. The Thirty-third Regiment has in this severe test sustained its 
reputation, men and officers acting nobly infighting for our glorious 
Union. The following isa list of casualties :* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. J. CAMPBELL, 
Captain Company C, Commanding Regiment. 


Lieut. H. Hoover, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 8. 


Report of Col. David Moore, Twenty-first Missourt Infantry, com- 
manding Third Division. 


Hpgrs. THIRD DIVISION, SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 12, 1864. 

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the engagement at Fish Bayou, 
on the 6th instant. In compliance with orders received from you, I 
ee a a aida 

*Nominal list (omitted) shows 9 enlisted men killed and 2 officers and 30 enlisted 
men wounded, 


~ eount of the part taken by the Second Brigade you are respectfully — 
3 referred to the official report, herewith inclosed, of Col.J. L. Gilbert, 


~_D. MOORE, | 
Colonel Twenty-first Missouri, Comdg. Division. 


Capt. J. Houes, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Detach. Sixteenth Army Corps. 
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No. 9. 


Report of Col. James I. Gilbert, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, 
commanding Second Brigade. 


Hpgrs. SEconD Bria., THrrRD Div., 16TH ARMY CORPS, ; 
Columbia, Ark., June 7%, 1864. 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the Second Brigade in the engagement with the enemy on 
the 6th instant at Fish Bayou, Ark.: At 7 a. m., pursuant to your 
orders, the command, consisting of the Fourteenth Iowa Infantry, 
Capt. W. C. Jones commanding ; Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, 
Maj. George W. Howard commanding ; Thirty-second Iowa Infan- 
try, Lieut. Col. G. A. Eberhart commanding ; Twenty-fourth Mis- 
souri Infantry, Maj. R. W. Fyan commanding, and the Third In- 
diana Battery, Capt. J. M. Cockefair commanding, left Sunnyside 
Landing, where it had disembarked and camped the previous night, 
and moved out on the road leading to the rear of Old River Lake. 
A heavy rain set in soon after starting, which thoroughly drenched 
the men and made the marching very difficult. The command had 
reached the lower end of the lake, when the enemy appeared in front 
and skirmishing with him commenced. At this time an order was 
received to send forward the Third Indiana Battery, which was 
promptly executed, when the two rifled guns of the battery were 
ordered into position in a field upon the left of the road, which was 
accordingly done and a few shells thrown at the enemy, who gradu- 
ally fell back to the farther side of Fish Bayou, where he formed 
line nearly perpendicular to the road along the side of the lake upon 
which our column advanced, and there made a determined stand. 
The Third Indiana Battery here again engaged the enemy’s artillery, 
but owing to the narrowness of the road, the lake upon one side 
and thick underbrush upon the other, an advantageous position 
could not be obtained and consequently but Scimeatirare little 
damage effected upon the enemy. At this time the two brigades of 
the First Division, having moved up close to the bayou, were engaged 


ee eet 
_ in a sharp musketry fight with the enemy 


forward to the position assigned, and in so doing was under a hea 
musketry fire from the enemy, who were strongly posted in the thick 
timber upon the opposite side of the bayou. Orders were now given 
to fire, which the men executed with great rapidity and with tellin 
effect. A few volleys were yoss in when the enemy retreat 
from the field. The command was about three-quarters of an hour 
under the fire of the enemy. 

It gives me great pleasure to express my admiration for the good 
conduct displayed by both officers and men throughout the action. 
I also wish to express my thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel Eberhart, of 
the Thirty-second Iowa, and his command, who were under the hot- 
test of the fire, and bore themselves gallantly. I cannot fail also to 
favorably mention W. G. Donnan, lieutenant, Twenty-seventh Iowa, 
and acting assistant adjutant-general, and R. Rees, lieutenant, 
Twenty-first Missouri, and acting assistant inspector-general. who 
with coolness, promptness, and energy, in the performance of staff 
duties, rendered me valuable assistance on the field. Appended you 
will find a list of the casualties. * 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES I. GILBERT, 
Colonel Twenty-seventh Iowa, Comdg. Brigade. 


Lieut. JAmEs B. Comstock, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 
Report of Capt. Warren C. Jones, Fourteenth Iowa Infantry. 


Hpgrs. FourTEENTH IowA VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
Steamer W. L. Ewing, June 7, 1864, 


CoLoNEL: Agreeably to instructions from your headquarters I sub- 
mit the following official report of the part taken by the Fourteenth 
Towa Volunteer Infantry in the battle of Old River Lake, Ark., 
June 6, 1864: At 12 m. the regiment took position on the left of the 
Lake Village road, the right resting upon the left of the Thirty- 
second Iowa Voluuteer Infantry and fronting Fish Bayou, upon the 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 4 enlisted men killed, 5 enlisted men wounded, and 
2 enlisted men missing. 


WARREN ©. JONES, 


Col. JAmMEs I. GILBERT, : 
Commanding Second Brigade. 


No. 11. 


Report of Maj. George W. Howard, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry. 


Hpers. TWENTY-SEVENTH ReEGT. Iowa Vou. INFy., 
Steamer Diadem, June 7, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report the part my command 
took at the battle of Ditch Bayou, June.6, 1864: About 2 miles in 
the rear of Ditch Bayou, Colonel Gilbert was ordered by Colonel 
Shaw to take command of the brigade, of which my regiment 
formed a part, and I assumed command of the regiment. After ad- 
vancing about a mile my regiment was ordered into line of battle. 
Our position was at the left of our brigade, which was at the left of 
and at right angles with the Lake Village road. We were then 
ordered to advance in line of battle. When within about 20 rods of 
the bayou we were ordered to march by the left flank into a field 
some 40 rods to our left. General Mower then directed me to deploy 
two companies of my regiment as skirmishers to find, if possible, a 
ford across the bayou. I ordered Companies A and B to comply 
with the order. My regiment was soon ordered to the bayou. Ina 
short time I was ordered to march by the right flank and joined our 
brigade at the bridge crossing the bayou. Companies A and B 
joined us here. They were unsuccessful in finding a ford. The fire 
of the enemy was very light on the left of our position, and I have 
no casualties to report. 

Very respectfully, 
KO. W. HOWARD, 
Major, Commanding Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry. 
Lieut. W. G. Donnan, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 12. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Gustavus A. Eberhart, Thirty-second Iowa 
Infantry. ; 
Hpgrs. THIRTY-SECOND Rue@t. Iowa INFANTRY, 
Steamer White Cloud, Jwne 8, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that while the First and Third 
Divisions were on the march on the 6th instant, the advance of the 
column having met and engaged the enemy, orders were received to 


Capt., Comdg. Fourteenth Iowa Vol. Infantry. : 4 
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move the Second Brigade forward to support the advance brigades. —_ 
form in line of battle. This was done, the right of my regiment _ 
forming across the road and resting onthe lake. As soon as formed — 
_ we moved forward with the brigade until we came upon the line we _ 
_ were to have supported. We were then ordered to move by the left 
flank. While executing this movement we lost 1 man killed and 1 
_ wounded from the fire of the enemy. When clear from the other 
brigade we moved forward in line to the bayou and opened on the 
enemy and drove him after an action of fifteen minutes. While en- 
page , the regiment lost 3 killed and 3 wounded, making our total 
oss 4 killed and 4 wounded, 1 missing. Officers and men conducted 
themselves in a creditable manner, they supposing that our forward 
movement was to charge the enemy’s battery, not knowing that the 
bayou was in our front until we came on it. The march was con- 
tinued from this point without again seeing the enemy. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
G. A. EBERHART, 
Lneutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Lieut, W. G. Donnan, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 13. 
Report of Maj. Robert W. Fyan, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry, 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-FOURTH MissouRI VoL. INFANTRY, 
On board Shenango, June 7, 1864. 


-In obedience to orders received from brigade headquarters, this 
date, I make the following report of the part taken by the Twenty- 
fourth Missouri Volunteers in the recent engagement at Grand 
Lake, Ark., on the 6th instant: On the evening of the 5th, the regi- 
ment disembarked as ordered, and commenced march with the bri- 
gade and division on the morning of the 6th. Some 8 miles from 
the river and at Grand Lake we received orders from Colonel Gil- 
bert, commanding brigade, to advance and take position in line of 
battle on the left of the Fourteenth Iowa, which order was obeyed, ° 
one or two cannon-shot falling in the ranks of the regiment as it 
moved into position—the left center of the brigade. Brigade being 
formed in line of battle, we moved on the enemy, who were posted 
across a bayou, and in so doing were under a heavy musketry fire 
from the enemy. Reaching the fence on the edge of the bayou we 
poured one volley into the enemy, who fell back, except a few who 
were posted behind fallen timber. Between these sharpshooters and 
the regiment a desultory fire was kept up for some minutes, until 
the former withdrew. We remained in our position on the bayou 
until we received orders from brigade commander to move by the 
right flank with brigade and take up line of march, [am happy to 
state that no casualties occurred in the regiment, owing, I think, to 
our getting the first fireon theenemy. All the officers and men bore 
themselves gallantly. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. FYAN, 
Major, Comdg. Twenty-fourth Missouri Vol. Infantry. 
Lieutenant DONNAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


, ie 


_ Moving up within 300 yards of the first line, we were orderedto __ 


No. 14. : 
Report of Col. Colton Greene, Third Missouri Cavalry (Confederate). 
ae Eo de Marmaduke’s brigade, including skirmishes Jun 
Band 7 at Worthington’s and Sunnyside Landings. | 
pont HEADQUARTERS MARMADUKE’S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, June 9, 1864. 
Masor : In my No. 32, recording the operations of this brigade on 
the Mississippi, I reported that on the 3dand 4th instant.no boats ap 
peared on that river. On the morning of the 5th, my scouts brought 
me intelligence that twelve transports and gun-boats were coming ~ 
up. Then a fleet, numbering in all twenty-seven boats, seven of — 
which were iron-clads and gun-boats, had made its appesrene: 
They were watched and found to pass Sunnyside, when late in the 
afternoon the marine fleet, with the marine cavalry brigade and the ~ 
Second Wisconsin Cavalry, crops down and debarked its troops at 
Worthington’s lower landing. This force advanced about sunset and 
drove in my pickets, which were re-enforced by a detachment under ~ 
Major Porter, when the enemy retired to his boats. My train was © 
sent to the rear across Ditch Bayou and dispositions made for battle. 
At sunrise of the 6th, Burbridge’s regiment was sent forward under — 
command of Col. John Q. Burbridge to feel the enemy. He was 
found formed at Worthington’s lake plantation in strong cavalry 
force, and skirmishing at once began. Roberts’ and Hulett’s compa- ~ 
nies were dismounted and advanced, and learning the whole fleet 
had landed, Kitchen’s regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellison, was deployed as mounted skirmishers to the right of Bur- 
bridge, the whole of which regiment was dismounted and deployed, 
its left resting on the lake. A detachment of Greene’s and Jeffers’ 
regiments was sent to the extreme right to reconnoiter and observe. 
My line of skirmishers extended from the lake through Johnson’s 
plantation to the timber, presenting a front of three-quarters of a mile. 
All of my guns excepting one rifle of Hughey’s battery (a section of 
which had reported to me) were sent across Ditch Bayou. My posi- 
tion was a peculiar one, and it behooved me to look as much to my 
rear and right as tomy front. There were but two outlets from it— 
one by Beasley’s, west, the other by Lake Village—both of which it 
was easy for the enemy to occupy. I therefore sent a strong force 
under Major Bennett, with Harris’ battery, at Lake Village, to hold 
the enemy in check should he advance from Columbia ; placed a de- 
tachment at Beasley’s, on Bayou Mason, to hold the bridge, and 
guarded myself by pickets at every exposed point. These disposi- 
tions were made during the night of the Sth. 

The enemy’s infantry debouched from the timber at the foot of 
Old River Lake and at once deployed to my right. Theskirmishing 
was general along the whole line. Burbridge and Ellison fell back 
slowly before the increasing force, halting often and checking the 
advance. 

My main line, consisting of Greene’s and Jeffers’, reduced by 
heavy details, was formed in the grove which skirted my camp 
(Red Leaf), while Lawther’s regiment supported the artillery sent 2 
miles to the rear at Ditch Bayou. I determined to skirmish with 
the enemy to this bayou and there make a stand. The enemy was 
discovered to be in large force. Major-General Smith commanded, 
and parts of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, numbering 


‘Car. XLVI) = SKIRMISH AT BEALER’S FERRY, ARK. ==: 985._— 
some 8,000 infantry, with 700 cavalry and twelve cannon, were in 
my front. My force did not exceed 600 men and six cannon. Ss. 
4 y skirmishers behaved with admirable coolness; made a stand 
~ at Red Leaf, where I used one gun. This brought the timid enemy 
_ toa halt, and taking advantage of it I retired my line and artillery 
a quarter of a mile. From thispoint I retired skirmishing and with- — 
_» drew ay force to the north side of Ditch Bayou—a deep cut 3 miles 
in length and running from Old River Lake to Bayou Mason. Here 
_ four guns of Pratt’s battery were placed next tothe lake and cover- 
ing the bridge, supported by Greene’s regiment, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell, and then Lawther’s regiment, supporting 
Hughey’s section, Lieutenant Cortright commanding. Jeffers’ regi- 
ment formed the extreme right. Burbridge and Ellison were held in 
reserve. 

The enemy advanced to within 700 yards, his line extending over 
a mile, supported by a column of infantry moving up the levee road 
on the lake, when we opened with artillery. The effect was visible. 
His line and column were thrown into confusion. The firing now 
became general along the line and continued for an hour, when the 
enemy massed and attempted to turn my right. Kitchen’s regiment 
was sent to its support and the artillery ordered to fire by the right 
oblique with canister. The enemy gave way, but again renewed 
the ght with determination. Thus was the action continued until 
2.30 o’clock, against odds of seven to one. My ammunition was ex- 
hausted, my rear not secure, and I determined to withdraw. Jeffers’ 
and Kitchen’s regiments and Pratt’s battery were retired, then Law- 
ther’s, then Cortright’s section. Burbridge’s regiment was now 
advanced and covered the retiring troops. After engaging the 
enemy for half an hour Lieutenant-Colonel.Campbell was likewise 
withdrawn. I now mounted Lawther’s regiment, behind which 
Burbridge retired, Everything moved off slowly and in good order, 
Colonel Lawther brought up the rear, skirmishing. | moved to 
Parker’s, on Bayou Mason, 3 miles west of Lake Village, at which 
place the enemy made his bivouac. 

At 9 o’clock of the 7th, my scouts reported the enemy moving 
around the lake toward the river, and [ at once sent Lawther in pur- 
suit. He harassed him to his boats. 

My loss was light considering the heavy force we engaged—1 
officer and 3 men killed, 7 officers and 26 men wounded; total, 4 
killed and 33 wounded. There were 11 horses killed and 21 wounded. 
From prisoners captured I learn that the enemy’s loss exceeded 250 
in killed and wounded. Eight of the enemy were captured by my 
scouts. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
COLTON GREENE, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


eS 


Maj. H. Ew1na, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JUNE 6, 1864.,—Skirmish at Bealer’s Ferry, on Little Red River, Ark. 
Report of Col. Washington F. Geiger, Eighth Missouri Cavalry. 
DEVALL’S BLUFF, June 8, 1864, 


CAPTAIN: In compliance with General Orders, No, 14, headquar- 
ters District of Little Rock, I have the honor to report that the 


Capt. C. H. Dyzr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ JUNE 7, 1864.—Affair at Sikeston, Mo. | : 
Reports of Col. John B. Rogers, Second Missouri State Militia 
Canctngs os 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., June 8, 1864. 


Our men came upon 6 vuerrillas at Sikeston about sunset last 


night, and succeeded in killing the notorious guerrilla Wright. The — 


others escaped, but some of them were wounded, and there was blood =~ 
on the ae They took 1 prisoner; he was too drunk to kill, A 
large party were heard from below, and my men are after them. 
J. B. ROGERS, 
. Colonel. 
Brigadier-General Ew1na. . 


CapPE GIRARDEAU, June 8, 1864. 
I have just received the following, dated 12 o’clock to-day : 
Captain EwI1ne : 


Iam en route to Sikeston [after] the rebel bushwhackers. A party of soldiers 
last evening killed and wounded 11, Send some men to watch the crossing as Irun 
them. 


J. A. RICE, 
Lieutenant. 
The line is again cut below here and New Madrid. I do not believe it can be kept 
up just now. 
EWING. 


I will send 100 men down to help Ewing in the morning, and will 
send 50 in below from Bloomfield. 
J. B. ROGERS, 


Colonel. 
General EwIna. 


HEADQUARTERS SuB-DISTRICT, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., June 8, 1854. 
GENERAL : Lieutenant Rice, who was in command of the affair last 
evening at Sikeston, has arrived ; he reports that he killed 3 guer- 
villas instead of 1, as before reported. The man Wright was taken 
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General Ewe. 


| JUNE 7, 1864,—Raid on New Frankfort, Mo. 
Report of Capt. Albert Brackman, Ninth Missouri State Militia 
2 Cavalry. . 
4 Macon, June 9, 1864. 
_ A citizen from New Frankfort, Saline County, Mo., brings the 
_ news that the place was attacked night before last by 20 bushwhack- 
_ ers. Nearly my whole soap any was raised in that town; there is not 
_ asingle disloyal man in it. he bushwhackers committed all sorts 
_ of depredations and infamies; killed 1 of my discharged soldiers. 
_ My men are anxious to see after their families. Would it not be 
just to grant them the favor? ‘They can get re-enforcements at | 
Cambridge or Marshall. 
I think I can spare a dozen here just now. Lieutenant Patterson 
has returned. He co-operated with H. T., but it seems they did not 


agree with one another. 
ALBERT BRACKMAN, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


Ps 
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Brigadier-General Fisk. 


JUNE 8, 1864,—Engagement at Simsport, La.* 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Report of Maj. Thomas A. Faries, C. 8S. Artillery. 
No, 2.—Report of Lieut. Maunsel Bennett, Boone’s Louisiana Battery. 
No. 1. 
Report of Maj. Thomas A. Faries, C. S. Artillery. 


Hpgrs. CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, SECOND INFy. DIv., 
ARMY oF WeEsT LOUISIANA, 
In the Field, June 9, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report an engagement yesterday morning 
at Simsport, La., between two turreted iron-clads and the tin-clad No, 

*The United States vessels engaged were the Chillicothe, Fort Hindman, and 
Neosho, See report of Lieutenant-Commander Frank M. Ramsay, in Annual Re- 
port of Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864, 


the third discharge, expanding the wrought-iron band or re-enforce 
and splitting the breech of the gun about 30 inches, slightly woun 
ing 1 man. The detachment from the disabled piece was the 


moved to the left near the mouth of Bayou De Glaize; the other — 


iece continued to fire until the gun-boats took such positions (in 
ront) above and below as to almost insure its being dismounted-by — 


3 


their concentrated and cross-fire from guns of much greater caliber, x 


the piece itself, with most of the carriage, being exposed to view — 
_ above the levee, which could only afford protection to infantry kneel 
ing, as it was only about 36 to 40 inches in height where the two 


pieces were in battery. The serviceable piece was run across the — 


river road to allow the wheels to rest in the ditch, some 25 feet in rear 
of the levee, which caused less of the carriage to be seen from the 
river. . 


Lieutenant Bennett, after sending repeatedly to the officer in com- 


mand of the infantry for support, which, if it had been posted on — 
the right, left, and rear of his pieces, would have prevented what — 
followed, retired his remaining detachment below or to the right — 
of the ee and went himself to the officer commanding the in- ~ 


fantry detailed to support him to request such support as would 
prevent the enemy from landing, and while with this officer it appears 
the enemy succeeded in dragging the gun and carriage over the levee 
onto one of the gun-boats. They soon afterward moved up the river 
and disappeared. It was then discovered that the gun had been 
taken away with 36 cartridges. 

I reached Simsport on the afternoon of the same day and ordered 
the disabled gun and allthe implements and ammunition withdrawn, 
which was done last night, the battery encamping at Norwood’s plan- 
tation, on the Bayou De Glaize road. The casualties are 1 man 
killed, 1 slightly wounded, and 1 missing. Having witnessed in ac- 
tion the conduct of Lieutenant Bennett and all of his men, I am sat- 
isfied that he and they stood at their posts as long as cannoneers 
under such circumstances could remain, and when his serviceable 
gun was run a few feet to the rear it was not his intention to cease 
firing, but to prevent the gun from being injured until he could get 
such support as would enable him to work the gun without the risk 
of being charged by the enemy when they landed, armed with small- 
arms, which he saw plainly was their intention ; and I have no doubt 
the enemy was encouraged to make the attempt, seeing his infantry 
and only support at such a distance from the pieces. I inclose his 
report, with the details of the affair. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ae ee FARIKS, 
Lajor and Chief of Artillery. 
Maj. J. C. Moncurs, : | ey 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Infantry Division. 


eee NOS oe epee = 
Report of Lieut. Maunsel Bennett, Boone’s Louisiana Battery. 


ack HEADQUARTERS BOoNE’s BATTERY, 
*— Simsport, La., June 8, 1864. 
_ Masor: I have the honor to report an engagement this mornin; 
between this battery and two of the enemy’s turreted iron-elads ane 
_ the tin-clad gun-boat No. 13. The latter boat, however, remained 
at the point, over 2 miles above, during the engagement, I opened 
‘on the iron-clads at 8.30 a. m.,about 1 mile distant, and continued 
' firing until some time after they took a position near the left bank 
_ of the Atchafalaya River, about 600 yards distant. We struck them 
with several shot, one of which passed through the wheel-house, but 
without seeming to inflict much damage or impede their progress. 
The aooeet support, stationed at first ohind the levee within about 
50 yards of the upper piece, withdrew at the commencement of the 
engagement, ig eo position behind a point of woods from the 
boats and in a dry bayou about 300 yards from.the battery. One of 
the 30-pounder Parrott guns recently captured from the enemy’s gun- 
boats burst at the third discharge, slightly wounding 1 man. ~ It 
seemed to have been caused by the re-enforce not fitting the gun 
tightly, as the latter opened about one-quarter of an inch with- 
out damaging the former. Seeing that the gun was totally disabled, 
I ordered Sergeant Tanner to move his detachment up to Bayou De 
Glaize near the infantry. I fired principally solid shot, those that 
struck hitting obliquely and glancing off. I fired 4 percussion shell, 
1 of which exploded on striking a boat. We were replied to by the 
enemy with 8-inch and 11-inch guns and 100-pounder Parrott guns, 
firing shot and shell with tolerable accuracy. The smooth-bore guns 
of the enemy fired shell and shrapnel, which as a general thing burst 
either in our rear or too far in front to cause us much damage. 
After firing several rounds from the position they had taken their 
range became more accurate, some of the shells passing very near, 
though bursting with no better effect than at first. Seeing that our 
remaining gun must be dismounted if such an unequal contest was 
long continued, I ordered it run back 20 to 25 feet, allowing the 
wheels to rest in a shallow ditch. I at the same time dispatched for 
the infantry to come to our support, and ordered Sergeant North to 
move his detachment about 25 or 30 yards below, to a position where 
they would be less exposed and which I subsequently endeavored to 
get the infantry to occupy. Iremained myself just above the pieces 
with Sergeant-Major Jones, who I take pleasure in reporting as a 
gallant and brave soldier. 

The gun-boats now commenced approaching the right bank of the 
river, and as they got near, thinking they would probably try to land, 
I sent a second dispatch by Sergeant Jones asking for support, which 
failing to come, and seeing the boats evidently intended to land, I 
went up to where the infantry were and endeavored to get a support, 
which might have been sent down by one of the two bayous, both 
of which ran to the river near where the pieces were posted. Ser- 
geant North seeing their design to land moved his detachment about 
200 yards down the river. 

About fifteen minutes from the time I went to ask for ig I 
saw about 20 men of the enemy on and over the levee, and being 
fired upon by the detachment of infantry posted near the mouth of 
Bayou De Glaize they retired in a few minutes to their boats, but 
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not supported, is 1 30-pounder Parrott gun with carriage, 36 30- 
ounder cartridges, and 6 muskets belonging to the detachment of © 
escent Artillery. I fired in all 14 solid shot and 4 percussion shell, — 
the effect of which has been reported. Casualties, Private R. May- — 
eux, killed; Private C. Hetherwick, slightly wounded; Private J. — 
Daly, Crescent Artillery, missing. 5; 
Very respectfully, 

M. BENNETT, 

First Lieutenant, Commanding Boone’s Battery. 


Maj. T. A. Faris, ates 
Chief of Artillery, Second Infantry Division. 


JUNE 8-19, 1864.—Scout on the Osage and in its vicinity. 


Report of First Sergt. Carmi B. Vaughan, Company L, Second Col- 
orado Cavalry, commanding scout. 


HARRISONVILLE, Mo., June 20, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report my recent scout on the Osage and 
vicinity, as follows: June 8, I was ordered by Capt. E. W. Kings- 
bury to take 40 men from Companies I and L, a 6-mule team, and 
ten days’ rations, and scout the Osage River until I was relieved by 
another scout or ordered in. I marched the same evening and 
camped on the South Deep Water, 6 miles from Johnstown. My 
force consisted of a corporal, 17 men, and a citizen guide from Com- 
pany I; 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, 17 men, and 1 teamster from Com- 
pany L, making an aggregate of 41 men. June 9, marched to Pleas- 
ant Gap, on the head of Camp Branch. Scouted about the town and 
discovered sign of bushwhackers ; found fresh horse tracks where 
one had struck out from the road into the brush, but were unable to 
find him, Marched from Pleasant Gap 8 miles south to a ford on 
the Osage 2 miles east of Papinsville, and secreted the men and horses 
inside a hedge at the Widow Barrow’s place. About 2 p.m. of same 
day my lookout from the house top reported 6 mounted men coming 
down the river bottom past Papinsville. I had a few men saddle up, 
and taking advantage of the ground took them within carbine range 
of the party before they discovered us. They proved to be bush- 
whackers, and a running fight ensued to the timber at Papinsville, 
where 3 of them escaped in the brush, we being unable to follow 
their trail farther. We killed 2 of the gang and wounded 2 others, 
lof whom must have sunk ina deep slough we ran them through, 
as his horse left it without him. We captured 1 horse (wounded so 
as to be unserviceable), $250 in Confederate money, some clothing, 


nt men on fresh horses after them, who, taking the frailt folowal ea 
ches. They eee oe 
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Cg 
ae of Potter’s gang who have been plundering in Kansas recently. 
hey were well armed, splendidly mounted, and fought desperately. 
None of my men or horses were hit, though the bushwhackers 
_ fired some 40 shots at us. Our carbines proved worse than useless, 
nearly all of them missing fire. 

_ June 10, sent 10 men and team back to Johnstown for corn. 
‘Took 7 men and crossed the Osage at Papinsville and scouted the 
Little Osage to Balltown, 15 miles; returned to Barrow’s place 
at night without seeing any bushwhackers. Left Sergeant Hutch- 
ins with the balance of the command at Barrow’s place to watch 
the ford and bury the dead bushwhackers. He reports that several 
mounted men came in sight during the day, and just at night 6 
came to where yesterday’s fight took place; 2 of them stood 

icket while the other 4 searched. Sergeant Hutchins had the 

orses saddled to go after them, but could not get out without being 
seen, and waited for me to make my appearance from the timber in 
rear of the bushwhackers. A few minutes after they disappeared 
around a point of timber we galloped up from the ford to camp. 
By the time I got to camp it was dusk, and I did not go after the 
pert. June 11, kept secreted inside hedges, rested horses, and 

ept a sharp lookout for bushwhackers, but did not see any. Team 
arrived in the evening with corn from Johnstown; saw no bush- 
whackers on the road. June 12, made a scout across the Osage and 
down the south side, 8 miles, through the timber with 6men. Found 
the green-headed flies so thick that it was impossible to stay there 
any length of time with our horses. Returning to the ford by a dif- 
ferent road, discovered fresh trail of 2 bushwhackers, who had evi- 
dently seen us and turned back. Followed them in the brush until 
near night, when we recrossed the river and returned to camp. At 
night the sentinels reported seeing men prowling around on foot ; 
had the men under arms a short time to repel an attack, but received 
none. June 13, took 7? men and made a scout to Balltown, on the 
Little Osage; arranged signals to work in conjunction with Ball- 
town troops (Third Wisconsin Cavalry). June 14, sent 10 men with 
team to Balltown for corn ; took 15 men and scouted the Marais des 
Cygnes to the Double Branches, where we struck a fresh trail and 
followed it through the brush nearly all day; found a recently de- 
serted camp (apparently of 20 or more men) near Stumptown ; fol- 
lowed the trail from there to Hog Skin Prairie, where it scattered, 
and we were unable to follow them farther; returned to camp, hay- 
ing traveled some 30 miles. June 15, sent a small scout across the 
Osage to look for fresh signs, who reported that they saw none, 
Messrs. Porter and Debiney came down from Germantown and re- 
ported that 60 bushwhackers were at Butler the 12th; it was thought 
they were locating at the island in the Marais des Cygnes, just above 
the mouth of the Miami. June 16, sent a scout of 1 sergeant, 1 
corporal, and 8 men to Balltown to arrange with Wisconsin troops 
to scout the island; they returned at night with a guide to take me 


about lla. m. -Lieutenant Ellis sent 5 men to inform me that, owing 
to a call for men to scout below, he was unable to assist me. After 
ets the horses I concluded to make the scout alone, and crossed 


onto the island ; found it an ugly place, but scouted one side of : 
without finding any fresh sign of bushwhackers. Crossed the rive 
into the main Marais des Cygnes timber and scouted up it several 
miles ; then struck across for the Miami in the direction of Butler. 
On the Miami we struck a trail and followed it half an hour; 
came on to a small bushwhacker’s ams One of my men exposed — 
his horse to view before the dismounted me a 
the bushwhackers escaped on their horses. One came riding into — 
the ravine a moment after reading a book, and was fired on, but the 
greater portion of the carbines missed fire as usual and he escaped, 
though wounded. The leaves of the book he was reading were ~ 
pornk led with blood. We found six coats, a euchre deck dealt out, — 
some flour, meal, cooking utensils, &c., all of which we destroyed 
or brought away. We pursued the fugitives until near dark, when 
we found they had scattered out across Hog Skin Prairie. Marched 


n got in range, and 5 of — 


from there to Gilbreth’s, on Panther Creek, where we arrived about — 
midnight, having marched over 50 miles since morning. June18, 


quartered the men on the settlers for rations and forage, having been 
_ without either since the morning of the 17th. Marched to German- 
town, 8 miles, and, being unable to procure rations and forage, 
moved to Johnstown, and quartered the men on the citizens in that 
_ vicinity. Privates Thomas Ward and Myron Tuttle, Company L, 
left for Harrisonville without orders. June 19, marched to Harri- 
sonville without seeing a fresh bushwhacker sign along the route, 
where we arrived about 5 p. m., having been out of rations three 
days. During the scout we traveled about 260 miles, broke up two 
camps of bushwhackers, killed 3 of them, wounded 2, and gave them 
all a scare they will not soon forget. Except 1 man, who was acci- 
dentally wounded at Germantown, I have no casualties to report of 
either men or horses. The behavior of the men was excellent 
_ throughout. 

In closing I would respectfully suggest that pack animals would 
be much better than a wagon for a few days’ scout. It takes half 
of a small command to protect a wagon while the other half are 
scouting, and then it is not always safe 60 miles from any support. 
IT would also urge that measures be taken to arm us with some re- 
liable carbines. My experience with those we now have is that they 
are almost sure never to go when they ought to. I am not sure but 
a part of the fault lies in the ammunition, which is inferior, espe- 
cially the caps, to that we used to get for the Springfield rified 
musket. 

With much respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 
C. B. VAUGHAN, 
First Sergt. Company L, Second Colo. Cav., Comdg. Scout, 
Capt. Epwarp D. Boyp, 
Commanding Post, Harrisonville. 


‘scoUT 


Lieut. Col. Andrew J. Swain, Sixty-fifth Missouri Enrolled 


Militia. 


att 


don 
E. E. 


7 


Re), CHILLICOTHE, June 9, 1864, 

_ Two of my men have just arrived. My men arrived in the Wel- 
. = oxen about 1 0’clock this a.m. Five of them went to 

: eldon’s and 5 to Widow Weldon’s, the mother of the escaped 

prisoner. They crept up close to the house, placed a man on guard, 

and the balance secreted themselves behind a fence to watch for the 

expected party. About daylight this morning horsemen were heard 


coming, and when they were in proper distance were hailed by the 
_ guard; the party paid no attention to the challenge but fired on the 


guard; the guard returned the fire and ran to his comrades. ana 
ed, 


_ eral engagement then ensued ; 2 of my men were slightly woun 


Cap 


rivens, of the Caldwell County Enrolled Missouri Militia, 
was killed, and 2 more of the citizens badly wounded. - 
A. J. SWAIN, 


Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Capt. GzorcE A. HoLLoway, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Joseph, Mo. 


JUNE 9-14, 1864.—Scout from Cassville, Mo,, to Cross Hollow, Ark. 
Report of Maj. Jeremiah Hackett, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


CASSVILLE, Mo., June 15, 1864. 


CoLonEL: I have the honor to submit the following report: 
Leaving Cassville on the 9th instant, I proceeded secretly in the 
direction of~ Cross Hollow. About 12 miles from Cassville I 
encamped. Nothing occurred during the march or halt worthy of 
note. June 10, I continued the march to within 5 miles of Cross 
Hollow, and encamped. Here 2 bushwhackers were seen by my 

ickets and fired upon. June 11, continued the march as far as 

itzgerald Mound, where the telegraph was entirely destroyed for 
more than one-half mile. At Cross Hollow also it was cut in several 

laces, to which place (Cross Hollow) I returned and encamped. 

une 12, Sete ont as far as Sugar Creek, where the wire was de- 
stroyed for more than one-quarter mile, poles dug up and insulators 
broken up. I encamped here. June 13, I made with the cavalry of 
my command a scout to the east of the road as far as Packet’s Mills, 
on Prairie Creek. Saw 4 men, well mounted and armed, who on 
sight of my command scattered and escaped. Crops are looking fine 
in this vicinity. I returned and intersected the Wire road at Pea 
Ridge ; overtook the infantry at the head of Little Sugar Creek, 
where I encamped, catching 2 women, Mrs. and Miss Gibson, 
engaged in an attempt to break the telegraph wire near the forks of 
the Bentonville road. I brought the women with me, prisoners. I 
received no reliable information except what has already been com- 
municated. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient 


servant, t 
JEREMIAH HACKETT, 
Major, Second Arkansas Cavalry. 
Lieut. Col. HucH Cameron, Comdg. Post, Cassville, 
63 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


TUNE 10, 1864.—Affair near Saint James, Me 
Report of Brig. Gen. Odon Guitar, Missouri State Militia 
a seats Rona, Mo., June 11, 1864. 
~ Mason: About 4 p. m. yesterday Captain Herring and Lieutenant 
Roberts, Third ee Missouri State Militia, stationed at Saint. 
James, riding out near their camp, encountered a gang of 25 rebels _ 


in the act of crossing the railroad, dressed in Federal uniform. They 
were fired upon and Captain Herring seriously wounded.* - The ~ 


eee 


ot 


gang was pursued and scattered. Five came back to Dillon and set. BS: 


fire to two box-cars, and were in the act of firing the tank when — 
scouts returning from here came upon them, drove them off, captur- 


ing 3 of their horses, one being a horse me kate by them ;from 
ee Roberts. No other damage was 
I can learn. O. GUITAR, 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE, sd nip. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JUNE 10-15, 1864.—Scout from Sedalia to Renick’s Farm, Mo, 


Report of Capt. Wilson L. Parker, Fourth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


CAMP NEAR SEDALIA, Mo., June 16, 1864. 


CoLoNEL : I have the honor to report to you that I started on the 
10th instant on a scout with seven days’ rations. I left Sedalia at 12 
m. with 42 men ; proceeded via Georgetown to Longwood. The first; 
7 miles rough and rocky; 10 miles good road. Plenty of water and 
wood ; forage scarce. Camped 2 miles north of northeast on Hess: 
Creek ; good camping ground. Sent out 12 men and 3 non-commis- 
sioned officers with instructions to guard some cross-roads. Dis- 
tance marched, 17 miles. Morning of the 11th, received orders by 
courier to proceed to Marshall and investigate the report of bush- 
whackers being at the enick farm, 12 miles northwest of Mar- 
shall, attack and destroy them if possible. I broke camp at 5.30 a. 
m., marched north of northwest to Marshall. Road good ; plenty 
of timber and water; forage scarce. Arrived at Marshall at 11 
o'clock a. m.; distance marched, 18 miles. Left Marshall at 11 
o’clock at night ; marched with muffled sabers ; arrived at Renick’s, 
farm shortly after daylight the 12th. Could not find an enemy or 
the sign of one. Fed and got breakfast ; went to Mr. Ney’s (a good 
Union man, who lives in sight) to learn the facts in the case. He 
told me there had been. none at the Renick farm. Camped near: 
the river in thick brush; marched 18 miles. Sent Lieutenant, 
Brown with a squad of men on foot down the river in the timber to. 


one the road as far as: 


watch the roads and the Pinnacles, At night I sent two non-com- — 


missioned officers with 12 men to guard crossings; saw no enemy. 
Marched 17 miles. 13th, broke camp at 5 a. m.; moved through 
the timber to the Pinnacles. Sent Lieutenant Brown with 30 men 
with instructions to divide his men and scour the hills thoroughly. 


Sergeant Sapp was in command of one squad. He found a trail; 


= 


* Died of wound, 


~~ “So a eee 


f] 
wy 


took the mail horses, gor 


,; two Misses 


rs. a 
vhad fed fed. ushwhackers Side would 3 


kers; left Mrs. Haney’s; | 


a lin Macthel = lent, it wood, water, and forage ; road good. Ls 
Demat at Marshall a night. Distance marched, ie sath, 


15th, 
broke camp at 5.30 a. m.; marched for Sedalia; road good, plenty of 
wood and water; forage scarce. Arrived at t Sedalia 0 pe 
distance marched, 35 bi Whole distance, 109 miles. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. PARKER, 
Capt. Company C, 4th Cav., M. S. M., Comdg. Scout. 


Col. Gzorer H. HAL, 
Fourth Cav., M.S. M., Comdg. 1st and 2d Sub-Districts, 


JUNE 10-23, 1864.—Operations in the District of Central Missouri. 


Reports of Brig. de Egbert B. Brown, U. S. Army, commanding 
strict of Central Missouri.* 
WARRENSBURG, Mo., June 21, 1864. 


We have had several successful affairs with the guerrillas on the 
borders of Jackson and La Fayette in the past ten days, killing Col. 


Dick ees 3h who, with others, led the guerrillas when we lost 12 


men near ingsville and 8 men with the train near Lexington. 
EK. 


B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Freee Adjutant-General. 


W ARRENSBURG, Mo., June 23, 1864. 

I have the honor to report a skirmish west a Lexington with 
about 70 guerrillas—3 killed and 5 wounded. We had 23 men in 
this affair, and only lost 2 horses. Two skirmishes on the 21st on the 
line of Jackson County by Captain Burris—nothing. Colonel Ford 

reports this evening numerous small bands on the border, but no 
eons Sarees learned of. Balance of the district reported quiet, 
except a small band on Grand River. 

EK. B. BROWN, 


Brigadier-General, 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
_ Assistant Adjutant- -General. 


+See also Wyckoff’s r report of skirmish near Kingsville, Mo., , p. 1001. 


ley aha, way 
Te APE Pe dF a 


at 3.30 D. iies 


‘the information of the 


Oo ee a See ee Se JL 
_ [have the honor to transmit for the information | 
- general commanding a tabular statement of the reports of scouts 
and skirmishes as a part of the regular tri-monthly supplementary 
report from the 10th to 19th of June, 1864, being the summary of — 
thirty-two reports, in which there were ten affairs with the enemy, — 
es Ii wirich they lost in killed and mortally wounded 27 men, 7 horses, 
: and by capture 6 stand of small-arms. Our loss was 23 men killed 
and Sroiided: 1 horse and 2 revolvers, 2 wagons burned, and 12 mules 
_~ killed. The scouts have marched 3,810 miles (a part of which was 
5. 
: 


on foot) in the tendays. I set this down as one of our dark seasons, 
the guerrillas having ambuscaded one small scouting party and one 
escort party, by which we lost 21 men, but as they are the only cases 
that have occurred in several months, and as our troops have suc- 
cessfully surprised the guerrillas in numerous instances, it takes 
away in a measure the mortification of these two successes on their 
4 art. ; 

: I regret to say that in one instance the loss was in a great meas- 

ure due to the negligence of the corporal who was in command, 

through which the lives of the men intrusted to his charge have 

been wantonly sacrificed. The escort and guard duty is very large, 

as forage has to be hauled from 35 to 50 miles for one-half of the 

command and in’consequence of the numberof depots for stores and 

prisoners. 

Iam, very truly, your obedient servant, 
EK. B. BROWN, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


Consolidated report of scouts, skirmishes, and marches in the District of Central 
Missouri, from the 10th day of June to the 20th day of June, 1864, inclusive. 


Enemy’s losses. 


: Station and scouting 
Date. Commanding officer. diveetica: 


Horses killed and 
wounded. 
Accouterments cap- 
tured. 


Arms captured. 


June 10 | Henry Neill, major, command- | Mound Prairie Church, 

ing First Cavalry, Missouri iN 

State Militia. 

12 | J. H, Henry, sergeant, First | Warrensburg, NW. 

Cavalry, Missouri State S. SE. 

Militia. 

12 | F. A, Spencer, first lieutenant, | Harrisonville, SW.SE.!)......]..... 

Second Colorado Cavalry. 

13 | Alfred Walters, captain,Com- | New California 

pany F, Fourth Cavalry, 

Missouri State Militia. 

13 | E. D. Boyd, captain, Second | Harrisonville 2 
| _ Colorado Cavalry. 

13 | S.M. Williams, lieutenant and | Clinton 
| _ assistant provost-marshal., 

14 | John Wyckoff, captain Com- | Holden, W.SE 

pany D, First Cavalry, Mis- 

| gouri State Militia, 


<P Sais rofewedoefvatee eed sane es wel weneiles? | elb-smaie 


es 8 &§ BSB 


8 


a Revolver. 


J. Peak, captain Com 
Seventh a een Ebel 
State Militia. 


* osepaig Raley 

pitt nt ‘0! v. is 

uri State Militia. 

G. W. W. Calvin lieutenant, Com- 
peer , Seventh Cavalry, 

R. L. Fi whee) mn Com- 

Ronn Cavalry, 

I Walhers: captais (Con 

rs, Cap mpany 
¥,, Fourth Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 
J. M. Ce oe captain Com- 
Seventh Cavalry, 
fencer State Militia. 

J.W. a “pl eae Com- 
pany rst Cava ‘y, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 

W. Kessinger, lieutenant, 
Company G, First Cavalry, 
2 gee State Militia. 

W. Meredith, captain Com- 
pany H, First Coyanry, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 

J. McFerran, colonel, com- 
manding First Cavalry, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 

H. J. Coy, sergeant, Company 
BE, Seeond Yolorado Cavalry. 

H.!. Peery, captain Company 
K, First Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

R. G. Houston, 
Fourth Cavalry, 
State Militia. 

G. P. Chiles, second lieutenant 
Company A, Seventh Cavy- 
alry, Missouri State Militia. 

John yb in captain Com- 
pany D, First Cavalry, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 

J. M. Turley, captain Com- 

ny D, ‘venth Missouri 
tate Militia. 

C. B. Vaughan, first sergeant 
Company L, Second Colo- 
rado Cavalry. 


lieutenant, 
Missouri 


tent ecee 


Warrensburg, SW. E. 
NW. 


Wing seld, Mill, NE, |... . 


Warrensburg, W. NW. 
NE. 


+ 


Warrensburg, SW.N. 
SE.N. 


ee rs 


sae erelee oe 


tee e tees 


ees Perens ra steno 


Sedaliash, SE, Ns..53-]..asedlasexcalieeds'cxslinveea berate ces 


A peat E. §&. 
SW.E.N.SE.NW. 


LaFayette County, EB: |... <5] -.0« sear ccacdlsssnseectan temeeD 
NW.S. 


La Fayette County, S. 
NW. NE. 
Warrensburg......... 


panes City, E.S. SE. 
Germantown, SE. W. 
NE. 


Sedalia,S.SE.NW... 
Warrensburg,S.N . 
Holden, 8.SW.N.NE. 
Waunire, W, 


Harrisonville, SW.S. 
SW.E. NE. 


b Four revolvers and 1 carbine, 


c Five revolvers and 1 carbine, 


Henry Neill, major, command- Moen esa Church, ise oaftes ce sties com locure ee oor (a) 
o aNe ‘ i ‘ 


First Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. ; 
J. H. Henry, sergeant, First 
Cavalry, Missouri State 
tia, 


F. A. Spencer, first lieutenant 
Second Colorado Cavalry. 
Alfred Walters, captain Com- 

ny F, Fourth Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

E. D. Boyd, captain, Second 
Colorado Cavalry. 

S. M. Williams, lieutenant and 
assistant provost-marshal. 
John yh ee a oy 

‘y , a irs' valry ’ 1S- 
our State Militia. 

Henry Neill, major, command- 
ing First Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

S.M. Williams, lieutenant and 
assistant provost-marshal. 
E. D. Boyd, captain, Second 

Colorado Cavalry. 

H.F. Peery, captain Company 
K, First Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

J. T. Kerr, lieutenant, Com- 
pny A, Fourth Cavalry, 

issouri State Militia. 

Henry Neill, major, command- 
ing First Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

W. L. Parker, captain Com- 
ny C, Fourth Cavalry, 
issouri State Militia. 

J. Peak, captain Company A, 
Seventh Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

R. G. Houston, lieutenant, 
Company L, Fourth Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

G. W. Calvin, lieutenant, Com- 
pany I, Seventh Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

R.L. very son, captain Com- 
pany B, Seventh Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

A. Walters, captain Company 
F, Fourth Cavalry, Missouri 
State Militia. 

J. M. Turley, captain Com- 
pany D, Seventh Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

J.W. Barkley, sergeant, Com- 
pany E, First Cavalry, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 

W. Kessinger, lieutenant, 
Company G, First Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia. 

W. Meredith, captain Com- 
pany H, First Cavalry, Mis- 
souri State Militia, 

J. MeFerran, colonel, com- 
manding First Cavalry, Mis- 
souri State Militia. 


a Not reported. 


Warrensburg, NW. |......|....-.]--+ yd ee Ba es 88 
8. SE, 

Harrisonville, SW.SE.}...... } i Benne penned eonnn 70 

New. California....5ie.-|ac ascts s ccan tases eres eee (a) 

Harrisonville «vo. 5s ashi so.<llteeatee erecta ee ete ete ees (a) 

QlintOnescpcasicacas So's 4 | cba oa leet =a eee eel (a) 

Holden, W. SE........ Pot era cellaeezesl s Saat yoees 15 

Mound Prairie Church.|>.....| ...-.]....2.Jeeeeee[ees e-| (a) 

CHNUON Tre irae pak pee Wee tea ke ous |Solccies [are Mond case Pome (a) 

Harrisonvitle, Ba WS.|ogtes nova cae pone eee (a) 

Germantown, E.S.W.}......[....00).ce0e-| aeceefeceees 860, 
N. 

Sedalia, NEV. NCW aos ee toast bee oeedne een 135: 

E. 

Mound Prairie Church. 8 AMEND) AT, ces Manag 210: 

Sedalia, NEL NUN Woo. le oc ancrr]ee- chi} seeeekl enmaee 109 

Warrensburg,SW.E. |...... WP, i SR Dee ier ess 35 
NW. 
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Warrensburg, SWiNi tas co taoearnlice ct ett sane icen 90 
SE.N. 

Sedalia, BUSECN 5520}. 2 duel bane een eel ete 168: 

Warrensburg E08. eo. cclhde snl Pe cee eee ey tae 94 
SW. E.N. SE. NW. 

LaFayette County, B.|......] .....4....:c{oscsecfescues 70: 
NW.S. 

Lexington, W.S 2.02. [5.2 wlees ees 1 re ER OM 96: 

La Fayette County/S.|.5..0.]..00ssJecsccs[eees cufecseme 73: 
NW.NE. 

Warrensburg... 255; 10 Rela el ed ese (a), 


bTwo wagons burned and 12 mules shot by the guerrillas, 


e Two revolvers, — 


es fond 


Warrensburg,S.N....|...... 
John Wyckott captain Com. | Holden, S.SW.N.NE |......| 
ae ptain | olden,S.SW.N.NE||......|.. 
J. M. Turley, m- as = 
pan NW. 
C. ate mia. first 4 
. B. Vaughan, sergeant | Harrisonville, SW.S. |......J.....2}/.-.-s[eseeeefeesees 190° 3 
Com Second Colo-| SW.E.NE, . 
apes 


bree ato Seelipiees SoS oes oo | 38) | @i.... 204 
| | “3 
Miles, 
ECR ct eH Comte eit PMT ot he et ie ty ane ou y+ <b i8 SNier, whe a 2,804 
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TSU oc al PERE TR Re Oe eae 3,810 : 
- ‘ E. B. BROWN g 
— Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding, & 
2 
JUNE 11, 1864,—Skirmish at Ridgeley;’ Mo. 4 
‘REPORTS. * 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S. “Army, commanding District of North 3 
Missouri. Mg 
No. 2.—Capt. William J. Fitzgerald, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. S.. Army, commanding 
District of North Missouri. 


Saint JosEePH, Mo., June 12, 1864. 


A detachment of militia were attacked by a band of guerrillas yes- 
terday at Ridgeley, in Platte County, and a desperate little fight en- 
sued. Captain Hoberson [Overson], late of the rebel army, now re- 
cruiting under Col. Calhoun Thornton, C.S. Army, and leader of the 

ang, was killed outright, and his lieutenant, William Felland [Old- 
am|,son of a planter in this county, was wounded and taken pris- 
oner. He was shot to-day. His confession will be valuable to us in 


ee 1 villains in 
captured several fine horses and revolvers. We lost 1 
a oe others were slightly wounded. The brigands were the sa 
” party that committed the murders at Arnoldsville. Eleven of them 
‘were on the muster-rolls of a militia company in this county, and they — 
- earried a Federal musket all winter. Iam pushing after the villains : 
- day and night, and my limited force of reliable troops are nearly worn — 
out. I can get hel From General Curtis, who has kindly hoe es 
¥ 
5 


* 


it to-day, but I dislike to have the Kansas troops come over here if 
- it can possibly be avoided. Ishall go to Platte County again to-— 
morrow if able to Eide. es captiret. 2 papre of our escaped pris-_ 
:0-da cConly and Briggs; the latter was killed. 
eis : ee CLINTON B. FISK, 
Brigadier- General. 
Major-General ROSECRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Missourv. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. William J. Fitzgerald, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry. — 


RIDGELEY, Mo., Jeune 12, 1864—7 a. m. 
DEAR Sir: We were attacked here yesterday by bushwhackers, 
‘ about 20 in number, at about 11 o’clock, under the command of 
Captain Overson and Lieutenant Oldham. Overson is from Kan- 
sas formerly. We killed Overson and wounded Oldham. We will 
shoot him in one hour from this time. I captured some papers of 
importance and Major Curtis’ hat. They killed 1 of our men and 
wounded 4. We drove them off ; captured 3 horses, 3 revolvers, and 
$110 in Confederate money. They murdered Thomas H, Bailey, of 
my company, who was furloughed, the same day that I left the fort, 
about 5 miles from Weston. We are in a bad fix here. Can’t get 
away without assistance. We have no ammunition, and can’t get it. 
Send men to relieve us, if possible. Ican’t go away ; we are prepar- 
ing to defend ourselves the best we can. I could.[not] get any one 
to carry you a dispatch yesterday. — - 
WM. J. FITZGERALD, 
Captain Company E, Sixteenth Kansas Vol. Cav. 
Major-General CurTIs. 


JUNE 12, 1864.—Affair at Montevallo, Mo. 
Report of Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


Fort Scort, June 13, 1864. 

A party of my command, under Lieut. C. B. Willsey, Third Wis- 
consin Cavalry, ran into 30 bushwhackers yesterday morning at 
Montevallo, Mo., 35 miles east of here, and scattered them into the 
brush, killed 1 man, and captured several horses. A party of 150 
rebels went through Montevallo last Wednesday, going north, on the 
old Boonville road, the usual route. Train just in from Fort Smith 
with about 1,000 refugees. No special news. 


ase C. W. BLAIR. 
srigadier-General McKBAn. 


& JUNE 12, 1864.—Raid on Calhoun, Mo. : 


Brig. Gen. Egbert B. Brown, U. 8. Army, commandi 
District of Central Missouri, 
prea _ Warrenspure, Mo., June 15, 1864. 
__ Major: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the __ 
2th instant a panty’ of 20 raebalias made a dash into Calhoun, 5 
burnt one church, one tavern, two dwelling-houses, and robbed two 
_ stores. The leader, Dr. Beck, a notorious character, was killed by 
ent Sallee, of the citizens guard; 3 of the guards were 
ounded. 


Iam, very truly, your obedient servant, 


Maj. O. D. GREENE, . 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Saint Lowis, Mo. 


w eC 
f 
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KE. B. BROWN. 


JUNE 12, 1864,—Skirmish near Kingsville, Mo. 


_ Report of Capt. John Wyckoff, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. Detacu. First Cav., Missourrt State MILITIA, 
Holden, Mo., June 14, 1864. 


Sir: In obedience to orders I would submit the following report : 
You will observe by my report of June 9, 1864, that Sergeant George, 
Company M, who was at that time ona scout to Kingsville and south 
and southwest of Kingsville, has returned to camp, having marched 
about 30 miles; made no discoveries. June 10, 1864, Sergeant Mill- 
irons and 20 men of Company D, on scout and foraging expedition 
to Kingsville and west of that place, returned to camp on same day, 
having marched about 20 miles. Sergeant Key and 10 men of Com- 
pany D at Kingsville, remained all night and returned to camp on 
the morning of June 11, 1864. Sergeant Triplett and Corporal Par- 
man’s scout will be given in detail. 

On the morning of June 11, 1864, in obedience to orders, I ordered 
Captain Eads, Company M, to detail from his command 1 non-com- 
missioned officer and 14 privates of his company for a scout north of 
Kingsville, who marched at 9 a. m. of said day under the following 
order : 

Hpers. DETACHMENT First CAVALRY, MissourrI STATE MILITIA, 
Holden, Mo., June 11, 1864. 


Corporal Parman and 14 men of Company M will proceed to scout the country 
north of Kingsville and along Crawford Fork, and return to camp at 12 m. of the 
12th of June, 1864, Provide your men with one day’s rations. 


By order : 
JOHN WYCKOFF, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 


The following is the report of Corporal Parman : 


Hogrs. Co. M, First Cav., Mo. State MILITIA, 
Holden, Mo., June 14, 1864. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report to you, in pursuance of your request, move- 
ments of the men belonging to Company M, which I had on the scout under my com- 
mand on the 11th and 12th instant : [ moved with my command from camp on Satur- 
day, the 11th instant, at 9 a. m., and proceeded west on the north side of the railroad, 


some 


only. D 
, arating. 
+ one-half mile north ¢ 


not fall short of 80 men, and probably 100. The enemy were all dressed in full 
Federal uniform and had the regular badges worn by our men on their hats and 
caps ; small part of them were wearing Federal overcoats. 


learn that the party was commanded by Colonel Yeager, of the rebel army, 


assisted by Bill Anderson, who is a captain of a guerrilla band. Yeager informed 
the citizens that he asked no quarter and would give none. I lost in this unfortu- 
‘nate affair 12 of my Seis oe only 2 escaping. The men, after being killed, were 
stripped of all their outer clothing and everything valuable was taken from their Se 
sons, and the enemy scalped 1 man after they had killed and stripped him. The 
enemy marched from the north during the night, returning toward the Sni Hills 
after the engagement. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH V. PARMAN, 
Corporal, Company M, First Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


Capt. JOHN WYCKOFF, 
Company D, First Cav., M. S. M., Comdg. Station, Holden, Mo. 


Aside from the eth. of Corporal Parman, I have followed and 
crossed the trail of the party at a number of points between where 


the slaughter occurred and the Sni Hills sufficient to enable me to 


know that it came from the north and returned to the north as soon 
as it had done its work of crime. The point of attack is about 8 
miles from this camp. On the arrival of Corporal Parman at 
Kingsville, at which point I had 11 of my company under Sergeant 
Triplett, Captain Duncan mounted his horse and came to this place 
immediately. We were engaged at inspection of arms when we re- 
ceived the intelligence. Timmediately ordered my company to saddle 
and mount ; in twenty minutes had 50 of my company in the saddle 
and on the march, Captain Eads had marched. on receipt of the news 
with 20 of Company M, who were mounted for a two days’ scout at 
the time of the arrival of Captain Duncan. I came up with Captain 
Kads at Kingsville, where I found Sergeant Triplett and his squad 
mounted and in line. He informed me that the enemy came in 
sight of Kingsville in such force, and the information received from 
Corporal Parman was such as to make him think. best to keep pos- 
session of the buildings at that place until he could get assistance 
from this place. He joined me and we moved to the place of the 
massacre, where I found the men that had been killed strewn alon 

for about one-half mile, 5 dead on the ground where they toeied 
their line, the others near the brush and in the brush in’ front of 
them, where I am informed they were met by another party that 
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was in ambush and cut them off from the brush. My opinion is, 
from the fact of the men being shot in the eyes, that about 4 of the _ 
men surrendered and were afterward shot and stripped of every- 
_ thing valuable and Corporal Ireland scalped. 
ae immediatel ordered a sufficient number of carts from section 
114 of Pacific Railroad Company to convey the dead to camp, which. 
- Was the best and only conveyance to be had in a reasonable time. 
_ They were promptly furnished, the dead gathered and sent to Hol- 
$ den, under ieutenant Cobb, with orders to give them the best burial 
_ inhis power, which was done. The dead being gathered, and my 
scouts called in which I had out to ascertain the course the enemy 
_ had taken, in which they had been unsuccessful, I started with 58 
- enlisted men of my company and 18 of Company M, Captain Eads 
_ and Lieutenant Triplett, in a southern course about 2 miles; came 
_ ona trail of about 80 or 100 men bearing southwest, which I followed 
about 2 miles and ascertained it to be the trail in which they had 
come in. I then turned north and bore around to the east about 5 
miles, where we struck the trail going in the direction of Chapel 
Hill, which soon became [fainter] as when going down, and soon 
began to seatter and bear west. The trad we followed struck 
into the Sni Hills, about 3 miles west of the Widow Hill’s, where 
- Lewis’ Spainhowers has lived since early spring. Here we had a 
short skirmish with them, in which 1 of them was severely if not 
mortally wounded, instantly falling from his horse. They fired rap- 
idly from the brush. I instantly dismounted 40 men, and deployed 
them as skirmishers and searched the brush, but they were gone ; 
they had moved in a direction a little north of Lone Jack. It was 
now night, but as the men were good we marched on, having been 
joined ie about 40 of the Colorado troops, with whom my pickets 
ad a skirmish; but hearing of their fire, and having a knowledge 
of their being in the country, and getting in a position where I could 
see their commander, gave the signal and soon had things all right ; 
no damage done to either party. We remained together until the 
moon set. Being within 3 miles of Pleasant Hill we marched there 
and remained there until morning, my men having had nothing to 
eat since the morning before, but were treated very kindly by the 
soldiers and officers at that place and furnished with breakfast and 
forage. June 13, breakfast over, I marched from Pleasant Hill 
north of east, crossing a number of small streams, the most of the way 
through brush and woods, very thick, 5 miles south of Lone Jack. 
‘Started some guerrillas from an old house in the brush; did not get 
loser than 400 yards ; did not see but 2, though there were more in the 
party ; they ran east. We continued in an easterly direction until 
we arrived north of the point where the men had been killed-on the 
previous day, turned south, examined the ground and brush with 
care, and am prepared to give my opinion of the affair at any proper 
time. Having no rations with us, and none at camp, we returned at 
4p. m. of the 13th of June. At near 11 o’clock received a dispatch 
from you to send out a scout; at 12 o’clock 25 of Company D and 
25 of Company M left this camp under Lieutenants Cobb and Trip- 
lett; they a Aura out, aa BEA 
ich is respectfully submitted to you. 
renee Pane ae JOHN WYCKOFF, 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 


ASol. JAMES MCFERRAN. 


ay LO, eet Fort. ! : rth, | ; Mies 
Report of Maj. Robert H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry. 
Fort Leavenwortu, Kans., June 16, 
Str: Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 42, dated headquarters 
trict of North Kansas, June 13, 1864, I have the honor to state th 
as directed, I proceeded to Platte County, via Leavenworth Ci 
When near Farley, distant 7 miles from-Leavenworth, I was 
formed that the guerrillas had started toward Platte-City, in which 
direction I went. I had proceeded only about half a mile when IT 
was informed by a resident that some 8 men, aga to be bush- 2 
whackers, had returned to Farley. I immediately countermarched — 
and directed the advance: under Lieutenant Gunther, of the Six-— 
teenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, to double-quick into town and — 
charge upon the party alluded to. At the same time a pare: under | 
command of Mr. Losee, of Leavenworth City, charged into town — 
from the east, thereby cutting off retreat; but to the disappointment — 
of the command the supposed enemy turned out to be a , 
friends, they being a party of militia from Platte City. While at — 
Farley I learned that the guerrillas and the town militia fought des- _ 
perately, the citizens having saved their lives and property: by the 
aid of ‘‘rifle whisky.” ; 

Believing the place impregnable, we directed our course toward » 
Platte City, keeping the main road for a few miles, when we took to 
the brush, hoping to find the trail. Here Mr. Losee, taking 4 men 
as a guard and with the militia, started for Platte City. Our ener- — 
getic David Causort, the scout, soon found where the enemy had 
passed. We followed as speedily as possible, and soon crossed the 
Platte, where we hadtoswim. We trailed them some miles farther, 
but night coming on we lost all trace of them. We went into Platte 
City, hoping to receive some tangible information, but were disap- 
pointed. We concluded to put up for the night, and, to the credit 
of Major Clark, who is in command of the county, and the citizens, 
we were provided with a good supper. The major seems to bea 
very clever officer, and acknowledges that a change of policy is nec- 
essary in order to suppress bushwhacking. Some of the citizens 
seemed to be very glad to see us over there, although there were 
some remarks made about the Kansas radicals (for which the major 
apologized), which exasperated some of the men. In the morning 
early we started toward a little town called Smithville, a distance of 
14 miles from Platte City, where we took breakfast; had some horse- 
shoeing done; talked with the people ; glad to see us. They are all 
Union people, every one. Major Clark accompanied us to the place, 
from which, I believe, he returned. We_ proceeded to Ridgeley, 
some 6 miles, were we learned Captain Fitzgerald was guerrilla- 
bound. We found the captain and the citizens under arms ; glad to 
see us. There are some true Union men there. Lieutenant Pierce 
and 16 men of Captain Poe’s company opportunely arrived there 
about an hour and a half before the guerrillas. Captain Overson 
and Lieutenant Feelan [Oldham] made the raid, they not knowing of 
the aforesaid arrival. Some of the men fought well, but 7 of them 
ranaway, 3 of whom did not return. 

» Soon after our arrival there I-was informed that some troops were 
approaching. Our command was disposed of in such manner that 
in the event they were rebels we could take them in, but to our dis- 


a 


appointment they were 18 good soldiers, commanded by a “ser- 
ean: of the Ninth Missouri. We remained in fone until dark, 
elieving that the guerrillas were between the Goose Neck co 

and V Ve ston. We started, taking a circuitous route of some 8 miles 

to gain 2, so that the inhabitants should not know where we were — 

ge a We marched altogether through the brush, principally in 
single file. We crossed the Platte River and halted, throwing out 

pickets, hoping to entrap somebody. At 20’clock in the morning 
‘e started to the Hes were we learned the rebels were encamped. 
aptain Fitzgerald, Sixteenth Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, conducted 


us through the most intricate paths, avoiding roads. At every cross- 
toad we found the most unmistakable signs of their sentinels, who 
fled at our approach. Seven miles from Weston, at the house of a 
‘man named Fulton, our advance espied a mounted guerrilla, but he 
gotaway. Wesaw the old man, who denied having any knowledge 
of bushwhackers. He was ordered to proceed with us in order to 
show us the camp but he stubbornly refused, whereupon he was 
handled pretty roughly. At the moment a daughter of Fulton 
‘made her appearance, and aimed a revolver at Sergeant Gill and 
David Causort, our scout; the latter, however, disarmed the fair dam- 
sel ; he also took from her a bowie-knife and flask of powder, all of 
~which said scout has in his possession asa love token. We searched 
‘the premises for arms and ammunition, but found none ;' however, 
from the conduct of the woman, I have reason to believe that arms 
are concealed there. We took the old man, the commanding officer 
promising the family to save his life, and scouted around the 
country until we concluded the rebels had scattered, knowing our 
presence. 

When within 5 miles of Weston we stopped and took breakfast. 
The Saint Joseph troops, who accompanied us to this point, returned, 
The aforesaid old man was taken out by some of the men and hung 
a little cee requested that his body should be returned to his wife), 
but the boys knowing the promise of the commanding officer let him 
go, where he is now doubtless feeding his friends. The whole family 
are plucky, and the guerrillas find them valuable auxiliaries. 

After breakfast we went out into the Weston road at the black- 
smith’s shop, where Private Bailey was taken by 3 or 4 guerrillas 
and killed. This occurred one day last week. We searched for his 
body, but could not findit. When we came to the shop the smith, 
Thomas Newnham, was absent, but we sent for him. In the interim 
we conversed with his amiable wife, who said her husband had done 
no work for several weeks, adding that he had no coal. We went 
into the shop and found fire on the forge and that work had been 
done there only a few hours before, which led us to believe that Mrs, 
Blacksmith departed from the truth. The husband arrived, but he 
knew nothing of the murder of Bailey; did not know that he shod 
the horses of bushwhackers. He remembered the circumstance of 
the shoeing of horses and of having seen Private Bailey passing. 
We then returned to Weston, where we were treated to lager by our 
true friends, the Dutch, and from thence home. We saw but oue 
rebel family in the whole country, according to them ; so what was 
to be done? Weare, however, of the opinion that there are about 
300 organized guerrillas in the counties of Platte, Clay, and Buch- 
anan, under the command of Colonel Thornton, brother-in-law to 
Colonel Doniphan, of Weston, Mo, 


tak 
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‘possession, and we: h 


oa eno dou 
See o 


wr we haven that ou 
lay Counties prevented the threatened calamity for D: 
There was 1 small black horse found in the road, and we 
--_him over to Major Clark in Platte City. No other property ; 
* taken. The men and officers behaved well, and returned very much 


: disappointed in not having a brush with the guerrillas. = 
= I ae the honor sir, to be, very respectfully, your obedi 


ee , | R. H. HUNT, _ 
Major, Fifteenth Kansas Vol. Cav., Comdg. Expedition. 


Brigadier-General DAvIEs, 
Commanding District of North Kansas, 


+. 
of 


JUNE 14, 1864.—Raid on Melville, Mo. 
REPORTS. & 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army. : 
No. 2.—Capt. Calvin S. Moore, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., June 14, 1864. 
Melville, in Dade County, was entered this morning by a force of | 
the enemy, estimated at 400, and mostly burned. The enemy came ~ 
from the northwest and moved off in the same direction. Our troops 
are following them. I respectfully request permission to come to | 
Saint Louis for a conference with the general commanding as soon 
as the condition here will allow me to leave. 
JOHN B. SANBORN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. Calvin S. eg Sixth Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenfield, Mo., June 14, 1864. 

GENERAL: Melville was attacked this morning about sunrise by 
about 75 bushwhackers ; they succeeded in burning the town and 
killing several men, mostly citizens. I think there were only a few 
militia there and I think they were completely surprised. Major 
Morgan, with most of the men there, was on a scout in the Horse — 
Creek country. The rebels came in from a northwest direction ; 
were commanded by Pete Roberts, The rebels left there about 8 


rned 
that 


eS es 


fter them. I will call in the citizens to-night; enough men here to” 
defend this place. I think the commanding officer at Melville is. 
to blame for not informing me sooner than he did of the affair, and 
direction the bushwhackers went. aS 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. C. S. MOORE, a 
Captain, Commanding. 


At r 
We W 
Pre 


Brig. Gen. J. S. Sanporn, 
_ Comdg. Dist. 8S. W. Mo., Springfield, Mo. 


— 

_P. S.—Major King, inspector, arrived here last evening. He will — i 

_ probably remain until the 16th instant. # “ 

“4 C. Ss. M. " 

4 JUNE 14, 1864,—Skirmish near Lexington, Mo. 2 

; REPORTS. 

No. 1.—Col, James McFerran, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 
No, 2.—Capt. Milton Burris, First Missouri State Militia Cavalry, 

| No-1. : 

Report of Col. James ae Missouri State Militia Cav- 
alry. 


Hpgrs. Frrst CavaLry, MissouRI STATE MILITIA, 
Warrensburg, Mo., June 19, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that a detachment of Companies 
F and I, of my regiment, numbering 35 men, on the 13th of June, 
1864, were ordered to Lexington, Mo., for rations. While returnin 
on the 14th of June, 1864, 12 miles from Lexington, were atbaoked 
by 100 guerrillas, and after a hard fight lost 8 men killed of the 
detachment and 2 wounded, of which the following is a list.* 

The guerrillas fought with valor, discipline, and skill. The de- 
tachment fought with equp! valor, discipline, and judgment, and 
repulsed the enemy in three different charges, but finally, being 
attacked on both flanks and in rear, they were compelled to retreat 
before the superior force of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES McFERRAN, 
Oolonel, Commanding the Regiment, 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAs, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


* Nominal list omitted, 


Report of Capt. Milion Burris, First Misso 


aes x 3 


Hpgrs. Detacu. First Cav., Missourt State MIL., 


In the Field, La Fayette County, Mo., June 14, 1864, 


ay ‘SIR : It becomes my painful duty to inform you of a terrible dis- 


ter amongst the troops under my command. — I sent yesterday to 
Cingioh or rations for Companies F and I, with escort of 30 men, 


under command of Sergeant Shackelford, Comey I, and on their 


return to-day they were attacked at William ° hitsit’s by about 100° 
guerrillas. ‘Sergeant Shackelford dismounted his men and drove 
them back, and then attempted to move his train, when the guer- — 
rillas made a charge and nearly surrounded Shackelford, and cut — 
him off from the brush, and his only chance was retreat. He lost 8 ~ 
men killed and one mortally wounded, also lost all the rations, 2 
wagons, 15 mules. The mules were killed. He lost several. horses, 
the exact number not yet known. From what I can learn Shackel- 
ford had his men in good order and was using great caution. I have 


not been able to learn who was in command of the guerrillas, Tam | : 


left with only one team and am out of rations. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MILTON BURRIS, . 
Captain Co. I, First Cavalry, Mo. State Militia, Comdg. 
Col. JaMES McFERRAN, 
Comdg. First Cav., Mo. S. Mil., Warrensburg, Mo. 


» 


JUNE 14-16, 1864.—Scouts from Pleasant Hill, Mo. 


Reports of Col. James H. Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry. 


PLEASANT Huu, Mo., June 15, 1864. 

Left here yesterday at daylight. Sent Captain Moses with 50 men, 
mounted, north, along the line of La Fayette County, to co-operate 
with Major Neill. I took 100 men and moved north [to] Snibar ; 
thence west through Sni Hills and Blue brush, avoiding all roads, 
to Raytown. About midway between Independence and Hickman’s 
Mills found Major Pritchard there with 120 men. This mornin 
sent Captain Kingsbury with 70 men direct through Sni Hills an 
Blue and Oak Hollow, with directions to follow down line of La 
Fayette about 6 miles below Lone Jack and then come in here. In- 
structed Major Pritchard to scout from Kansas line to Blue Mills ; 
also sent scouts up Little Blue to head of Grand and down Grand 
till opposite here, and then come in, We gave thema busy stirrin 
up and broke up several camps from 10 to 30 each. Foot scouts ha 
skirmish this morning about daylight. They got several, sure. No 
concentration of guerrillas in my sub-district, but many bands of 
from 10 to 50. If [had five companies more, so as to keep more men 
out on foot, I could beat them bad at theirown game. All Pleasant 
Hill troops will be in to-morrow. Shall I order Major Pritchard and 
command back to their stations ? 

J. H. FORD, 


. Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. J. H. STEGER, 


Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Central Missouri, 


brush and over rocky hills and. ravines. Found a very few f 


ee 


E-Starbod with all the woll counted men of Come 


hed Captain Moses, with his company (M), to the right, with 


rs to scout toward the La Fayette County line. Reached Snibar 


iene, but saw no guerrillas until within 4 miles of Raytown, A 
small party detached to the right gave chase to 2 bushwhackers, but — 

failed to overtake them. Reached Raytown about 5 p.m. After 
_ dark I sent out a foot scout of 25 men, under a sergeant. He came 


in about 6 a. m., 16th instant, and reported having fired into a party 
of 6 or 8, killing, as he thinks, 3 of them. This was just at day- 


light. Soon after they discovered a party of 15 at a house, but as 


they were crawling up toward the house a railroad employé saw 
them and gave notice to the guerrillas, who immediately left; this 
was near the crossing by the railroad of the Little Blue. The dis- 
tance traveled by them, 15 miles. I also sent out another foot scout 
of 20 men, in a different direction, who ran into a party of 10 or 12 
guerrillas; fired into and wounded 1 or 2 of them. They traveled 
10 miles. 

June 16.—Started for Pleasant Hill about 6.30 a. m., having first 
sent Captain Kingsbury, with Companies D and I, to scout the 
country toward and through Burr Oak Hollow. Reached Pleas- 
ant Hill, without seeing any guerrillas, about 2 p. m. Captain 
Kingsbury came in about 9 p. m., and reported no guerrillas where 
he had been. The distance traveled by him, after leaving the main 
command, 40 miles. Captain Moses, with his company, reached 
Pleasant Hill the next morning, having scouted through the eastern 
edge of Jackson County, reaching Independence on the night of the 
6th without seeing any bushwhackers. He traveled about 90 miles. 
Distance traveled by the main command, 70 miles. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES H. FORD, 
Colonel Second Colorado Cavalry. 


Capt. James H. SteceEr, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JUNE 15, 1864.—Skirmish near White Hare, Mo. 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding District of South- 
west Missouri. 
No. 2.—Capt, Calvin 8. Moore, Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of Southwest Missourt. 
SPRINGFIELD, Mo., June 17, 1864. 
Mayor: Major Mitchell, Seventh Provisional Regiment, with a 
portion of Company E, Sixth Missouri State Militia, and a portion 
64 R R—VOL XXXIV, PT I 


and M (about 150 in all), from Pleasant Hill, about 4 a.m. 


Station about 10 a.m. After resting the men and horses half an 
hour, took a westerly course toward Raytown, through very ss — 
A 
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No, 2.. 


Report of Capt. Calvin 8. Moore, Sixth Missouri State Militia — 
a Cavalry. 5 


HEADQUARTERS Post, = 
Greenfield, Mo., June 16, 1864. ~ 


left here on the 14th instant in pursuit of the bushwhackers that — 
burned Melville, Mo., on the 14th instant, formed a junction with — 
a portion of Enrolled Missouri Militia and citizens from Melville — 
and vicinity about 4 o’clock on the same day they left here. Struck — 
the trail of the rebels at 4 o’clock, and followed it until dark, — 
when the rebels scattered. The command then went 15 miles in — 
the direction of Lamar, to try to strike the trail of rebels. Camped ~ 
on Horse Creek about midnight. Started in BS again on the 
morning of the 15th and came on the rebels in camp about 12 
o'clock, 15th. The rebels were selling off at auction to one another — 
the goods they had stolen at Melville before they burned the town. 
They were taken somewhat by surprise. Our men immediately | 
charged them and routed them, killing 7 rebels and wounding a, 
number more, and capturing almost all the goods they had stole 
together without about 15 horses. Our troops all did well. The 
rebels scattered. Our men were too much fatigued to pursue them, 

A large portion of the captured property was turned over on the 
spot to the citizens at Melville that claimed them. A portion of 
it is in the hands of the Enrolled Missouri Militia that participated 
in the fight. A portion of it my men brought off, consisting of dry 
goods, &c., which I have taken possession of and will turn over to 
legal owners upon their identifying the same. Our loss was none 
killed, 1 or 2 Enrolled Missouri Militia slightly wounded. 

C. 8. MOORE, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


JUNE 17, 1864. 

On yesterday I sent Lieutenant Murphy with 40 men to the Horse — 
Creek country, to try to ascertain, if he could, whether the rebels 
were still in the country. He returned this morning, stating that he 
thinks they have left the country. 

C. S. MOORE, 


Captain Company EH, Siath Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. SANBORN, 
Springfield, Mo. 


a A is 


Se 


cling brig ES ee 


Hogs. First Bric., First Div., 13tH Army Corps, _ 

oe SS CF*Rennersville, Lo., June 22186 am 

_ Magsor: Being left in command of the U.S. forces at Pass C 

_ vallo, Tex., by order of Brig. Gen. B. 8. Roberts, I have the hon 

_ of making the following report to you of the evacuation of tha 

‘place: After having see most of the valuable lumber, by re- 
erron, to Brazos, and a conde E 


— quest of Major-General 

_ yratus, I made a final evacuation on the 15th day of June, A. 

1864, bringing away all valuables, together with the heavy guns — 
_ captured on Fort Esperanza. I burnt everything combustible, ex- 

an the private dwelling of Colonel Forrester, and blew up the — 

orts. wa . 

Tam, major, with much respect, ie obedient servant, — % 

GEO, W. K. BAILEY, 3 

Colonel, Commanding. 4 

Maj. Grorce B. DRAKE, — 

Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of the Gulf. = 


JUNE 15-16, 1864.—Capture of the steamer J. R. Williams, Arkansas 
River, and skirmish at San Bois Creek, Ind. Ter. 


REPORTS. 


No. Brig: Gen. Douglas H. Cooper, C. S. Army, commanding Indian Division. 
No. 2.—Col. Stand Watie, commanding First Indian Brigade. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooper, C. S. Army, commanding 
Indian Division. 


HEADQUARTERS INDIAN DIVISION, 
Limestone Prairie, June 17, 1864. 


CapTAIN : [have the pleasure to announce the capture of a steam- 
boat, loaded with commissary stores principally, at Pheasant Bluff, 
on the 15th instant, by Col. Stand Watie. A few prisoners were 
taken, others escaping to the north side of the river. All transporta- 
tion, except a bare sufficiency to move the troops, having been sent 
back to Boggy Depot for supplies, the creeks being up and the roads 
almost impassable, I am unable at present to send a train to the boat, 
but have sent the Chickasaw regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Reynolds, to re-enforce Colonel Watie. Have also ordered McCur- 
tain to send a heavy scout toward Fort Smith to attract notice, and 
shall send Colonel Walker forward toward Scullyville to intercept 
any cavalry who may attempt to go up to the bluff by the south side 
of the river. I have also sent Captain Desmukes and John Melvin, 


Liat Ta V 
n urgent necessity ari 
espectfully, 


D. H. COOPER, _ 
_ Brigadier-General. 


SS 


Capt. T. M. Scorr, : 
Asse Adjt. Gen., Dist. of Ind. Ter., Fort Towson. 


ae N. B.—The boat was fired into by the light howitzer vee under 
~ Lieutenant Forrester, killing 2 men and wounding several. The 


not injure the hull. She surrendered and came over to the south 
= side, — : 


——___—_ 


No. 2. 


; Reports of Col. Stand Watie, commanding First Indian Brigade. 


PHEASANT BLUFF, June 17, 1864. 

I send by Lieutenant Forrester, of Lee’s light battery, 6 men, pris- 
oners. They were taken on board the steam-boat Williams, cap- 
tured on the 15th, of which you was apprised by a dispatch sent by 
A. Worford. The boat, after she was fired on, run onto the other 
shore. The men escaped into the woods on the other side ; 2 were 
killed on board and 2 after they had left the boat. With the boat 
was captured 150 barrels of flour, 16,000 pounds of bacon, and con- 
siderable quantity of store goods, which was very acceptable to the 
boys, but has turned out to be [a] disadvantage to the command, as 
greater portions of the Creeks and Seminoles immediately broke off 
to carry their booty home. I am left here with only a few men. 
The enemy is now on the opposite side of the river. Commenced 
firing on us about 12 yesterday. We have only a portion of flour 
and bacon brought up on the bluff. The river rose great deal last 
night and washed off several barrels of flour. If I can get wagons 
I would move the flour and bacon to Kribbs’, otherwise I shall be 
compelled to leave it. The roads are in a wretched condition. The 
scout under Major Gillett has not yet returned, Colonel Adair is 
stil on the other side of Canadian ; not fordable. Lieutenant For- 
rester will give particulars. The negro woman I send is to be re- 
tained. I would like for her to be returned to me as a cook when- 
ever I rejoin the train. She says her master’s name is, I think, - 
Thompson. If he is a Federal she will, of course, be confiscated. I 
will keep you apprised of all I shall be able to learn of the enemy. 

Yours, truly, 
STAND WATIE, 
Colonel, Commanding Troops on Arkansas River. 
[General D. H. Coopmr. | 


P. §.—With regard to the black woman I am informed by Mr. 
Akins that she belongs, or did three years ago, to James Latty.” Was 
raised by old Mr. Latty, near Evansville. — 

WATIE. 


shot passed through the chimney and upper works of the boat ; did = 


cae Undorsement.] A pe ey ao 


Reaves  Heapguarters INDIAN DIVISION, 
se ieee os : _ June 19, 1864, 
_ Respectfully forwarded for General Maxey’s information. 

Re-enforcements were sent to Colonel Watie day before yesterday. 
_ Shall send a heavy scout toward Scullyville to prevent Federal cay- 


_ alry from getting in his rear. 
. D. H. COOPER, ; 
Brigadier-General. — 


HeaDQuarTers First INDIAN BRIGADE, 
Camp, Limestone Prairie, June 27, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
movements of my command up to this date: On the 10th of May Col. 
W. P. Adair was. ordered to the neighborhood of Arkansas River, 
from which the movements of the enemy were watched on both sides 
; by means of scouting parties. On the 5th of this month, hearing that 
. the Arkansas was rising rapidly, I started with two pieces of cannon 
‘ in that direction. Lieutenant Forrester, of the battery, followed 
with the third piece. The battery was consolidated on the Canadian, 
near Kribbs’, and Lieutenant Forrester ordered to take position with 
it at Pheasant Bluff, which he did. On the 15th June a boat contain- 
ing commissary supplies and quartermaster’s stores, en route from 
Fort Smith to Fort Gibson, was pe at this point. A great many 
of the men left to secure the plunder captured, thus leaving me 
without a sufficient force to secure the battery from even a small 
arty. 
3 In this condition I learned that a detachment of Federals of superior 
strength was approaching up the Arkansas on the south side, and I 
was compelled to burn the commissary stores captured, as I could not 
defend them successfully with the force I had, and the Canadian River 
being so high re-enforcements from Colonel Adair was impossible, 
After retreating 12 miles I met the Chickasaws, who had been ordered 
to support me. I ordered a party of 150, under Major Campbell, 
to the iron bridge on San Bois, which they reached about daylight 
or a little after. 

The Federals soon made their appearance and a skirmish ensued. 
The enemy brought up and commenced using his artillery, when the 
detachment fell back. The skirmish served to check the enemy, 
who precipitately retreated from this point toward Fort Smith, as 
was learned by a scout afterward. 

In the mean time and before the capture of the boat, Major Gillett 
was ordered with a scouting party to the neighborhood of Fort 
Smith. I have not received any report from him. The Cherokee 
force is now collected here, having all been ordered in to facilitate 
the reorganization of the regiments and companies. The Creeks are 
at present doing scouting duty. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
STAND WATIE, 
Colonel, Commanding First Indian Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper. 


vo. Tere eh: “PRE SOARED 
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_ lay at Tunica Landing, 3 miles above. On her approach my guns 
were withdrawn. The Bragg still holding her position, I determined 


‘G@exeraL: I have the honor to submit the following facts: Hav- 


“ing nage: trip to the Mississippi River at a point above this, 


on General Buckner’s arrival here I accompanied him on the 12th — 
with two of my regiments and five guns to Tunica, the point where 
he desired to cross the river, arriving the next day. On the 14th, I 
made a reconnaissance and sent in under cover of night two 12- 


~ pounder howitzers and 3-inch rifle to Ratliff’s Landing, and my two 
e SE avcyer guns to Comog about 3 miles above. At the former landing ~ 
~ T encountered the No, 53 tin-clad, which was so seriously injured that 
~ [have since learned she was grounded on Cat Island Bar. Their 
- best tin-clad (the Bragg) held Como-Landing, she lying near enough 
to the bank for the use of sharpshooters, who were very effectual in 


dns abst st 


keeping her men from her principal guns, which were fore and aft 
on deck, and was only relieved from destruction by a monitor which — 


on the next day to concentrate all my guns against her, which was 
effectually done without their knowledge. -At 1 a. m. I opened on 
her, firing 42 shots, 32 of which took effect, so completely disabling 
her that she had to be towed off by the monitor, who came again to her | 
relief. During the engagement she succeeded in firing but 3 shots. 

My ammunition for the rifled gun having nearly given out, I sent 
two 12-pounder howitzers and two Napoleons to Magnolia Landing, 
about 7 miles above Port Hudson, where we arrived at night. Soon 
after my guns were placed in position, the Landis, a Government 
transport, came steaming down within 100 yards of the shore. In 
consequence of inferior quality of friction primers the guns failed 
to fire in battery. Some 7 shots, however, were fired, during which 
time the boat signaled her distress, and two gun-boats dropped 
down from Bayou Sara, 3 miles above. Having only smooth-bores, 
my guns withdrew. On my march the next day down the Baton 
Rouge road, at Mrs. Newport’s cross-roads, within 7 miles of Port 
Hudson, a force of infantry and cavalry from that place was most 
handsomely repulsed by Major Ogden. 

From my experience since here I have but little hesitation in say- 
ing that with guns of a proper caliber gun-boats can be made very 
scarce, particularly tin-clads. My 9-pounder Napoleon guns I con- 
sider a complete failure, and but tittle or no service, the carriages 
being too light. During the time I was operating above I had Col- 
onel Powers in the neighborhood of Baton Rouge for the purpose of 
occupying the enemy, who are in large force, and at the same time 
to sack some few Government plantations in that vicinity. In con- 
sequence of the high waters of the Comite nothing could be effected. 
With the exception of a few slight wounds, I have sustained no in- 
jury during the different engagements. 


oe ee UE a ee idl ala tl By Bad 


J. 8. SCOTT, Colonel. 
Brig. Gen. Wirt ADAms, Comdg. Cav. Div., Jackson. 


*For Union naval reports, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, Decem- 
yer 5, 1864. . 


pe - | JUNE 16, 1864,—Affair on Big North Fork Creek, near Preston, Mo. 
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REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


No. 2.—Sergt. Reuben W. Smith, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 


ee eae 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


Fort Scort, KAns., June 16, 1864, 


About noon to-day a party of 30 men of Company C, Third Wis- 
consin Cavalry, were attacked in the brush 40 miles south of here, 
on the Carthage road, as they returned from a scout. There were 
100 of the enemy visible that were counted. The firing was pretty 
brisk for a few minutes, 1 of our men being killed, 2 of theirs were 


‘killed, and 3 rode off hanging down on the side of their saddles, and 


are badly, if not mortally, wounded. Sergeant Smith, who was in 
command, and who is a cool and observant man, drew his men out 
on the prairie to have a fair chance. The enemy declined to follow, 
but as the woods seemed to be full of the enemy, our troops slowly 
retired. Shall start a scout of 100 men immediately to try to find 
them, but as they are so far off have but little hope. 
C. W. BLAIR, 
Colonel. 


General McKREAN. 


No. 2. 
Report of Sergt. Reuben W. Smith, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 


Hpers. Company C, THIRD WISCONSIN CaAvV., 
Dry Wood, Mo., June 16, 1864. 
Col. C. W. BLAIR, 
Commanding First Brigade, South Kansas: 

CoLoNEL: Orderly Smith has made his report, which is inclosed, 
of the sad casualty to our company to-day. The body undoubtedly 
lies there, and I would like permission to go down with a body of 
men sufficient to obtain it and to make such endeavor as would be 

srudent to obtain the cattle. My first duty is to put my company 
in fighting trim. We need forty carbines, twenty-five pistols, and at 
least forty saddles. We have the horses, but no saddles. From every 
indication these rebels were well mounted and armed with guns of 


er OOTY 


__ Sir: Agreeably to your order of the 13th instant, I proceeded to 
Carthage, Mo., with 30 men of this company, for the purpose ¢ 
' bringing out cattle for use of the Government trains. Iwas delay 

- two days after my arrival at Carthage on the 13th instant, and started 


CAPT any 


--Hpgrs. Company C, THirpD Wisconsin Cav. VOLS.,  — 
a : Dry Wood, Mo., June 16, 1864. 


for Fort Scott on the 16th instant at daybreak. All was quiet on th 
road until after we had crossed the lower ford, on Big North Fork, 
near Preston, Mo., where 46 rebels came out a short distance from 


the timber and kept a continuous advance and firing upon us while — 
we were so badly scattered as to afford no possible time for us to form — 
line. I immediately ordered a retreat and formed line about 100~ 
yards from where we were first attacked and across a ravine, where — 
the rebels came to a halt but continued firing. After exchanging a — 
_ few rounds the rebels withdrew and fell back into the timber, where 
I had previously discovered another body.of men, and this attack — 


being so close to the timber, it was impossible to follow them with- 


= 


out running into three times our number. I ordered 2 men to the — 3 


right about one-half mile to an eminence on the prairie, where all 
that surrounded us was visible to them, and made a discovery of 
about 30 rebels on the opposite side of the point of timber from where - 
we were attacked, but none of them from either side offered us an 
engagement on the prairie. The loss on our side was 1 killed—Eu- 
gene Hunt, a private. This was done before the men had all got 
together. Three of the enemy wounded and 1 mortally. The cattle 
ran into the timber about 200 yards from the rebel camp, leaving no 
opportunity of recapturing them without great sacrifice. Iwas con- 
sequently obliged to leave them and slowly retreat to camp on Dry 
Wood to-night. 

Iam, colonel, your obedient servant, 

R. W. SMITH, 
First Sergeant Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. 
Col. C. W. Buarr, 
Commanding Post, Fort Scott, Kans. 


JUNE 16-17, 1864.—Expedition from Fort Leavenworth, Kans, to Farley, 
&c., Mo. 


feport of Maj. Robert H. Hunt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


Fort LEAVENWORTH, June 17, 1864. 

Sir: Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 44, dated headquarters Dis- 
trict of North Kansas, June 16, 1864, I have the honor briefly to 
report the result of the expedition. As directed, the command left 
this post at 7 p.m. and crossed the ferry at Leavenworth City at 
about 9 p.m. I directed Captain Hughes, as per order, to take a 
position on the boat for the purpose of covering a retreat and there 
to remain till oun return, The general’s scout, David Causort, and 


his son, a youn 
who represent 


_ over to arrest any one who could communicate information, That 
_ performed, we proceeded to the ferry-boat, avery small craft, capable 
_ of carrying only 10 men and horses at a time. We consumed about 
half an hour in crossing and on we went, hoping every little while 
_ tocome in contact with the enemy, all eager for a brush, but no 
enemy. At just before enone we halted at the house of a Union =~ 
man, who seemed to be alarmed that we had ventured out so far = 
with so small a force. He added that there were at least 500 guer- 
5 rillas within 10 miles. At this point we had traveled at least 25 
miles. At daylight we breakfasted, dividing our forces for the pur- 
pose. Having found no enemy and our limits being fixed, we re- 
turned, taking a circuitous route, crossing the Platte at Gordon’s 
Ford, 2 miles below Platte City. Wemet but one man on our re- 
turn trip until we came to the Missouri River, where I expected to 
find Captain Hughes, who was instructed to await the return of the 
command. I presume he was relieved by proper authority. No 
calamity on the trip; no incident worth relating but has been noted. 
The command returned about 11 a. m. to this post. 
I have the honor, sir, to be, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
R. H. HUNT, 
Major, Fifteenth Kansas Vol. Cav., Comdg. Haxpedition. 
Lieut. Davip J. CRAIGIE, . 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JUNE 16-20, 1864.—Expedition from Kansas into Missouri. 
RHPORTS.* 
No. 1.--Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 


Kansas. 
No. 2.—-Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean, U.S. Army, commanding District of South 


Kansas. 
No. 3.—Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, commanding expedi- 

tion. 
No. 4.—Lieut., Col. George H. Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry. 

No. 1. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, U. S. Army, commanding 
Department of Kansas. 
Fort LEAVENWORTH, KANS., June 18, 1864, 
GENERAL: After your dispatch, giving intelligence of rebels on 

Sni Hills, General McKean concentrated cavalry at Aubrey, and after 


* See also report of Col. James H. Ford, of scout from Kansas City, Mo., p. 1082. 


a S See miles southeast of Fort Scott. 
rebels 2, besides 3 that got off wounded. Wi 
General McKean’s report. a 


* 


- Major-General RosEcRANS. 


Fort LEAVENWORTH, June 22, 1864. — 


~ General McKean reports expedition returned from Sni Hills ; acted — 

in concert with your troops, under Colonel Ford; found only small” 

bands of bushwhackers, that scattered in all directions. ae 

. : Resets Pure Cr Rt Ly 

ee rae ~- Major-General. 
General RosEGRANS, — = 

: Commanding Department of Missourr. 


~~ ——_——-.. 


No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. McKean, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of South Kansas. =. 

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH KANSAS, 
Paola, Kans., June 17, 1864. 


GENERAL: About midnight, between the 13th and 14th instant, I 
received your dispatch giving information received from headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri that rebels were reported to be 
concentrating in the Sni Hills of Missouri. Iimmediately commenced 
concentrating at Aubrey a force from the Second Brigade of my 
command (scattered over a distance of about 70 miles), and by day- 
light on the morning of the 14th, had at Aubrey a sufficient force for 
defense against any number that could probably be brought against 
that point by the enemy. While waiting the arrival of the balance 
of our troops scouts.were engaged in searching for the enemy in 
Jackson and Cass Counties, Mo. 

On the morning of the 15th instant our troops had all arrived at 
Aubrey, were rationed and foraged, but no satisfactory intelligence 
concerning the enemy was received until the evening of that day, 
when reports indicated that they were concentrating or endeavoring 
to concentrate on the line between Jackson and La Fayette Counties, 
Mo. On the 16th instant our troops, under command of Colonel 
Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, moved without baggage into 
Missouri in two detachments of four squadrons each ; one under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry. to scour the 


1€ : mn te CO’ 3 
, to scour the Grand River timber, the two to meet 
sevening (17th). Colonel Moonlight was to reach | 
night (16th) and confer with Colonel Ford, Second 
teers, commanding sub-division of the adjoining dis- 
Missouri, and make arrangements for co-operation. Colonel 
ight had not been able previously to communicate directh 
Colonel Ford, and I had refrained from communicatin wit 
al Brown, commanding the district in Missouri, lest rebel ex- _ 
erts should tap the telegraph and get information of our intended 
movements, and concluded to leave the arrangements for co-opera- 
ion, under authority of General Rosecrans’ instructions to General ae 
Brown, to the immediate commanders in the field. General Brown = 
will probably feel hurt until he hears the explanation. To replace $f 
n some degree the companies removed from their stations along the 
line, the proper officers of the militia were requested to call into 
active service details from the several Topunenis along the border, 
arrangements eee: prey oueD been made with these officers, under 
authority from the Governor, for action in case of such emergency, 
and 300 men of each regiment notified in advance to meet any such 

call. Although it is a very busy time with farmers, the call was 
‘promptly responded to in most cases. In Linn County, however, 
“owing to some misunderstanding in regard to the organization of 
the regiment, or some other cause not yet fully understood by me, 

the number desired did not turn out, but as I only expected to em- 

loy these men at present to watch the country in the absence of our 
roops, | can probably arrange to do so without the other company 
that I see se in that county until the return of the expedition, 
unless we are pressed by parties of the enemy yet moving up from 
below. There are parties of them moving up north, as reports from 
Colonel Blair show. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. J. McKEAN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding District. 


Maj. Gen. S. R. Curtis, 
Comdg. Dept. of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth. 


No. 3. 


Report of Col. Thomas Moonlight, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, com- 
manding expedition. 


Hpers. Second BricaDE, District oF SouTH KANSAS, 
Mound City, Kans., June 26, 1864. 


In obedience to the following dispatch by messenger, marked A, 
and also one by telegraph, marked B, I proceeded as directed, by 
stage, to Paola at 12 m., 14th instant, from thence by special con- 
veyance same night to Olathe, where I arrived at midnight, and 
made the proper arrangements with the commissary and quar- 
termaster i Lieutenant Nichols, Fifteenth Kansas, in 
charge. Next morning I proceeded to Aubrey, where I found the 
following concentration of troops: Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, Fif- 
teenth Kansas Cavalry, in command ; Companies A and D, Eleventh 
Kansas Cavalry, in their proper encampment, Aubrey being their 


Cavalry, from he; Compa s Band y Pa = 
—_alry, facia Coldwater Grove and Rockville, and Company L, F 
_ Kansas Cavalry, from Camp Clayton. During the day pee oe 
‘Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, arrived from Potosi; mee oe 3, San 
regiment, from this place, making ee marches, and Compan: 
‘same regiment, from Lawrence, making in all twelve companies, wi 
_ four mountain howitzers. As it was necessary to communicate, 
possible, with Colonel Ford, commanding sub-distriet of Misso 
where the bushwhackers were reported, I detached Company - 
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Captain Allen commanding, with insti 
tions to proceed to Raytown and deliver my message to Colonel For 
reported there. I may here say, en passant, that at 10 a. m, 15th, 
commenced raining, continuing twenty-four hours. Captain Allen 
returned at 3 a.m. 16th, having marched about 36 miles without 
meeting Colonel Ford, as he had on the 15th marched to Pleasant 
Hill, Mo., where I determined to join him early the next day. As 
suggested by the general commanding this district, to insure safety 
on the border during my absence with the command, the followmg 
companies were left: A and D, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, at Aubrey, 
Captain Kunkel, Eleventh Kansas, commanding ; two howitzers with 
Company A; Company E, Eleventh, at Oxford with two howitzers, 
Captain Walker commanding; Company L, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, 
at Camp Clayton, Lieutenant Hadley commanding. These com- 
panies had instructions to scout thoroughly the country into Mis- 
souri. At noon on the 16th, the command marched in two columns 
as follows: Companies B, C, F, and G, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt, with instructions to 
join Major Pritchard at Raytown and scour the timbered hilis of 
the Blue. (See report of Colonel, Hoyt regarding his part of the ex- 
pedition, herewith inclosed.) Companies B, F, I, and K, of the 
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, under my own command, struck the head- 
waters of the north fork of Grand River and scoured that country 
thoroughly, part of the command crossing at Morristown and part 
some 8 miles below. A portion of the command went through Har- 
risonville and scouted the timber of Big Creek up to Pleasant Hill, 
while the other portion went farther north, all arriving at Pleasant 
Hill by noon, 17th, a distance of about 50 miles. So thoroughly was 
the country scouted between Pleasant Hill and Kansas, yet without 
seeing the sign of an enemy, that I am convinced no force has been 
there since growing of grass. 

I met Colonel Ford, Second Colorado Cavalry, commanding sub- 
district, at Pleasant Hill. My command was warmly received, and 
their wants promptly attended to. General Brown, commanding 
district in which we then were, directed Colonel Ford to send me 
with my command to Hickman Mills, and Colonel Hoyt with his 
to Little Santa Fé, on the line. Colonel Ford tried to open commu- 
nication with Colonel Hoyt, but failed, so that he was permitted 
thereby to give the brush such a raking as it never got before, 

wwe That night Captain Joy, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, with his com- 
pany (1), started east to the line of Johnson and Cass Counties, and 
scouted south as far as east of Harrisonville, returning next day up 
the timber to Hickman Mills. This scout was to prevent a move- 
ment of the enemy into Kansas without my ‘eneatiedes during my 
absence. Companies F and K, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, marched 


VE] EXPEDITION FROM KANSAS INTO MISSOURL ‘102 
x Hickman Mills next morning to await my ‘return. At 2 in 


eo eerning (18th) Colonel Ford, with about 100 Second Colorado 
avalry, a few footmen, and Company B, Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, 
| Lieutenant Taber commanding, started for the purpose of intercept — 
| ing the enemy likely to be driven out by Colonel Hoyt. I accom. 
nied Colonel Ford at his request. We reached Lone Jack at day- 
ght, and proceeded to give the Sni Hills a general inspection. But 
sw_bushwhackers were seen, as it was evident they were leaving for 
Fayette and Johnson Counties. We struck a ang of 15 some 5 
niles in La Fayette County. A skirmish ensued, without damage 
mm either side. About an hour afterward a gang of 50 was run into 
by our flanking party; the enemy broke and ran. Company B, 
Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, on the south flank, captured 2 U.S. mules 
and a U.S. horse, which was proven by Colonel Ford as one of Com- 
ny M’s horses, Second Colorado. He was accordingly given up. 
The 2 mules are still in the possession of Lieutenant Taber, and will 
be sent up to the provost-marshal first opportunity. 
_ Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt joined us that night with his command 
at Mr. Robinson’s, some 5 miles from Sibley, which is on the Mis- 
souri River. During that day we marched about 55 miles. From 
every sign and signal we were all convinced that the bushwhackers 
were concentrating on Black Water, in Johnson County, and as the 
border tier of counties were once more-freed from their sway, I 
deemed it prudent and right to return as rapidly as possible, which 
was done, the entire command recrossing the border about noon on 
the 20th. I remained at Aubrey that night, making the proper dis- 
position of the troops, and returned here on the evening of the 21st. 
- The entire command started with only five days’ hard bread in 
their saddle-bags, a blanket and overcoat apiece on their horses. 
This includes the officers from myself down, and while the weather 
was oppressively warm and the marches long, hazardous, and rough, 
not a single complaint ever reached my ears. Officers and soldiers 
seemed to strive and vie with each other in the line of duty. Where 
all exhibited in a marked degree patriotism, endurance, and gal- 
lantry, it is difficult to particularize. To Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt 
is due much credit for his promptitude and gallantry during the 
entire expedition, and to his adjutant, Lieutenant Goble, Fifteenth 
Kansas Cavalry, who assisted me prior to the division of the com- 
mand (I had no staff officers). Lieutenant Nichols, Fifteenth Kan- 
sas Cavalry, quartermaster and commissary at Olathe, is deserving 
of special mention for the deep interest he took in the welfare of 
the command. I had nearly forgotten to say that Assistant Sur- 
geon Erickson, Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, accompanied me on the 
expedition, heroically enduring every trial and hardship like a true 
soldier. His instruments and medicines were strapped on a mule, 
‘clept ambulance, and the doctor was at all times on hand admin- 
istering to the wants of the men, several of whom, had he not been 
present, would have suffered. He volunteered for the trip and is 
entitled to more than ordinary credit. The expedition throughout 
reflects credit on the troops, District and Department of Kansas, and 
I think the moral effect it had on the bushwhackers will be greater 
than anything heretofore done. They now feel that we will cross 
into Missouri when danger threatens our border, and that we will 
not wait until Kansas is invaded before we strike at them. I would 
also state that I was cordially supported through your headquarters 
by the commissary and quartermaster depot at Paola, 


i 


8 ! 
ters or from W own the bord: 
say a breadth of 15 or 20 miles, there are but few settlers ex 
around Hickman Mills. If a raid is made into Kansas, so far_as 
border extends, I think it will be by a concentration on Black Wa 
timber, in Johnson County, and making the march from there du 
the night, between Harrisonville and Pleasant Hill. =e 


Respectfully submitted. ; me : 
T. MOONLIGHT, < 


= Colonel Eleventh Kansas Cavalry, Commanding. — 
— _ Capt. GEoRGE §. Hampton, PES 
EB Assistant Adjutant-General, Paola, 2 

< HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT oF SOUTH KANSAS, 
Z Paola, June 13, 1864—12 p. m. 
= Colonel Moonuiant, F 


Commanding Brigade, Mownd City: ; 
The enemy reported 500 strong near Sni Hills, Mo. Proceed to 
Aubrey, where troops will be concentrated, and take command. 
Have Colonel Snoddy call the militia. 
By order of Brigadier-General McKean : 
GEO. 8. HAMPTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


B. 


Paoua, June 14, 1864. 
Colonel MoonuiaHt : 

Messenger was sent last night instructing you to goto Aubrey and 
take command of troops concentrating there. If you can come by 
stage to-day a conveyance will be ready here for Olathe. 

T. J. McKEAN, 
Brigadier-General, 


No, 4. 
Report of Lieut. Col. George H. Hoyt, Fifteenth Kansas Cavalry. 


OLATHE, Kans., June 21, 1864. 
COLONEL: In obedience to the following telegram, received June 
14, 1864, 1.45 a, m., I ordered the troops under my command, con- 
sisting of Companies F and G, Fifteenth Regiment, stationed at 
Olathe; Company B, Sixteenth, stationed at Shawnee; Company I, 


n, and Company K, Eleventh f 
, at which place soon after daylig 


Hovr: Ze K oe ee z ee 14, 1864. z 
Enemy reported 500 strong near Sni Hills. Concentrate at or near Aubrey, and — 
By order of Brigadier-General McKean : = arr 


GEORGE S. HAMPTON, _ 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


__ The command was further augmented by the arrival earlyinthe 
day of Company B, Fifteenth Regiment, stationed at Coldwater 
Grove, and ee oe C, Fifteenth Regiment, at Rockville. Com- 
_ panies A and D, Eleventh Regiment, which had been foralong time 
stationed at Aubrey, were also in readiness; also a sectionof mount- 
ain howitzers, attached to Eleventh Regiment, and commanded by ¥ 
Lieut. C. T. Slane, Company A, Eleventh, with a detachment of that 
company. According to verbal instructions from you to march at 
noon of the 16th instant and form a junction with the battalion of 

Second Colorado troops, commanded by Major Pritchard, I moved 

at 12 o'clock precisely, with Companies B, C, F, and G, Fifteenth 

Regiment, toward Raytown, Mo., at which point I arrived at sunset, 
joining the command above referred to. It gives me pleasure to 

report that Major Pritchard and his officers received my command 

with the utmost cordiality. It was deemed on consultation advisable 

to scour the country of the Little Blue thoroughly ; scouts for sev- 

eral days prior, by Second Colorado, having betrayed the presence 
__ there of bodies of guerrillas. 

Early the (following) morning of 17th, accompanied by Major 
Pritchard’s command, I moved 6 miles above Raytown, to the Little 
Blue, and scattered the command in small parties, penetrating every 
yart of the infested section. My troops scaled the cliffs, ‘ raking 
down” the brush and thickets in every direction, frequently dismount- 
ing squads in order to reach points inaccessible to cavalry. This 
was continued until night, when by preconcert, having reacheda point 
below Blue Springs, the command concentrated and camped at Mas- 
sey’s farm. Although ordered by you, if possible, to Join you at 
Stonestreet’s, 7 miles below, I deemed it necessary to camp here and 
“finish” the Blue timber next day. This was accomplished by Com- 
panies B, C, and F, Fifteenth Regiment, while Company G, with a 
portion of Second Colorado, under command of Captain Wagoner, 
scouted a portion of the Sni Hills, with instructions to scout thor- 
oughly that portion which I believed your command farther east 
would not reach. The command concentrated in the afternoon at 
Snibar Station, formerly known as Mason’s farm, and marched thence 
to Robinson’s place, north of Pink Hill, where I reported to you. 

I found no guerrillas on Little Blue, with the exception of a small 
squad of 7%, who were seen by citizens some hours before my arrival, 

A deserted camp was found by Captain Simpson, Company C, Fif- 
teenth Regiment, in Hickory Grove, which apparently had been un- 
occupied for three or four weeks. Two U. 5. horses and 1 contra- 
band horse, found tied to the fence in the brush, and having convine- 
ing signs of having been abandoned by the enemy, were found by 
Captain Curtis, Company F, Fifteenth Regimont. The branded 
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tude, and zeal. In this connection allow me again to refer to the 
manly and earnest co-operation of Major Pritchard, who was heartily — 
seconded in his efforts by Captains Greene and Wagoner, Second — 
Colorado Volunteers. = 
~ Your obedient servant, “ <3 
GEO. H. HOYT, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fifteenth Kansas Vol. Cav., Comdg. 
Col. THos. MoonLiGcHt, eS 
Comdg. Second Brigade, District of South Kansas. 
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JUNE 17, 1864.—Skirmish near Columbia, Mo. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Douglass, Enrolled Missouri Militia. 


Hpagrs. 8TH Mit. Dist., ENROLLED MIssouRI MILITIA, 
Columbia, Mo., June 17, 1864, 

GENERAL: I wrote to General Gray last night that the delay on 
the North Missouri Railroad in getting up the guns I feared would 
prove fatal, and I regret now to inform you that my worst fears have 
been realized. Major Evans left Centralia early this morning with 
fifty shotguns and an escort of 5 soldiers (all that he could get), and 
had got within 2 miles of Columbia, when they were fired on from 
the brush by a band of armed rebels. The first fire wounded 2 sol- 
diers very badly and killed the horse of the third. He immediately 
started the wagon and team ahead, but they were followed some 2 
miles, where a second encounter took place, in which the major with 
only 2 men were overpowered and the wagon and arms were cap- 
tured by the rebels. Thus all our hopes for the time being are 
blasted. I had a meeting of the citizens to-night, and some 50 
pledged themselves to help defend the town, and unless we can get 
arms or can have soldiers sent here, we will have to abandon our 
homes _and seek safety in some other quarter. Isend this by Maj. 
R. G. Lyell, a true and good man. I also wish to get a duplicate of 
arms and ammunition for this post for those lost to-day. These arms 
cannot now be gotten here from the North Missouri Railroad, and I 
have directed Major Lyell to come by way of Jefferson City, and I 
hope you will order the post commander at Jefferson City to furnish 


ee ver, and it will require ene: 

rere aes ee aA ae be eS at the earliest 
re ould be no temporizi ut speedy pun- 
; should be inflicted on these marauders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ i ee 
ea Ae JB DOUGLASS, 
[aj. Gen. W. S. RosEcRANS, UA nea 
_ Commanding Department of the Missouri. 
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_ JUNE 17, 1864.—Skirmish on the Monticello road, near Pine Bluff, Ark. 
_ Report of Col. Powell Clayton, Fifth Kansas Cavalry. 


CATS r 
. Prine Buiurr, June 17, 1864. 
About 12 o’clock yesterday three of the scouting parties returned, 
“Two of them reported a brigade of cavalry (rebel) at Conners- 
ville, and that all the roads in the direction of Monticello are pick- 
_eted and patrolled daily. The other party went in the direction of 
_ Jenkins’ Ferry, and report all quiet. About 1.30 o'clock the pickets 
on the upper Monticello road were driven by a large force of the 
-enemy’s cavalry. After skirmishing with them for some time, Lieu- 
_ tenant-Colonel Jenkins, Fifth Kansas Cavalry, succeeded in driving 
them and pursued them as far as was safe, killing and woundin 
~ several of them. Our casualties are 2 or 3 slightly wounded. 
_ dispatch bearer and his dispatch was captured and brought in yes- 
_ terday morning. The following is a copy of the rebel dispatch : 


OFFICE Post COMMANDANT, 
Warren, June 12, 1864 
Capt. C. C. WOLFE, 
: Commanding Picket Post, Mount Elba Road : 


Captain: I have just received your note, and in reply will state that we have 
pickets on the Warren, Princeton, and Tulip roads, and in fact on every road lead- 
ing from this place. I am glad you are aware of the necessity of reporting any 
advance of the enemy. Lee is in his fortifications at Richmond. Grant is in 7 
miles of him, yet do not feel discouraged. That is Lee, Davis, Beauregard, John- 
ston’s. and Bragg’s plan. Johnston has given Sherman a severe whipping, taking 
16,000 prisoners; no doubt of this. Everything is bright and buoyant. I shall be 
pleased to hear from you again. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, &c., 
CHARLES G. NEWMAN, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


*A scout of 200 men was sent out yesterday morning in the direc- 
tion of the Wautscha Bayou. I arrived last night about 10 o’clock, 
POWELL CLAYTON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Capt. C. H. Dy&r, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

PINE BLuFF, ARK. 
Lieutenant Grove, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, has just returned 
with his scout of 20 men, and reports that the forces which attacked 
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_ JUNE 18-19, 1864.—Descent on Laclede, Mo., and Pursuit of the Raid 
: -\ Sag mpomges: © ee 
‘No. 1.—Brig. Gon Clinton B. Fisk, U. 8. hea commanding District of North1 
No. $2Capt Eli J. Crandall, Linn County, Missouri, Enrolled Militia. 
No. 8.—Lieut. Joseph M. Brown, Eighteenth Missouri Infantry. 
No. 1. 3 Se 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, U. 8. Army, ‘commanding 
= = District of North Missouri. — ee 


=z : Saint J OsEPH, Mo., June 21, 1864. Ee 
: A gang of guerrillas from Chariton County dashed into Laclede — 
on Saturday and killed 2 citizens and plundered others. Troops — 
from Brookfield, under Captain Crandall, were ordered in pursuit. — 
Three of the guerrillas have been killed, and the stolen property 


mostly recovered. 
CLINTON B. FISK, : 
Brigadier-General. 


Major-General RosmcRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Missouri. 


: No. 2. 


Reports of Capt. Hli J. Crane, Linn County, Missouri, Enrolled 
witia. 


BROOKFIELD, June 19, 1864, 


GENERAL: I find that 16 bushwhackers, under command, it is said, 
of Captain Holtzclaw, came into Laclede last night about 5 p. m., 
and arrested the citizens who could be readily found. One man by 
name of Crowder shot 1 of them, and was instantly killed him- 
self. They also shot a man by name of Jones, a good, loyal man. 
Our boys were mounted, and went from here, and some went on an 
engine and drove them out of town in a hurry. Lieutenant Lewis 
ran them with 25 men until after dark ; he then returned to Laclede, 
and has again left Laclede ; at daylight he run them into the timber; 
a portion, some 4 in number, pressed the mail hack, and put their 
man who was wounded in it, and also a lot of plunder taken from 
stores, which our men captured again. The men on the engine shot 


' them was shot fro 
ber. They found the 


could not find the man, ‘They will loo it 
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| aes 2: Se -E. J. CRANDALL,~ 
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_. General Fisk. : kes 


ee yo te BROOKFIELD, June 20, 1864. 

_ GeyeErAL: I had my whole force out yesterday after those bush- . 
whackers. Lieutenant Lewis, with 40 men, is now after them. They 

_ came into Laclede about 5 o’clock in the afternoon and took the 
town. I think they had at least 50 or 60 prisoners while in town. 

_ They then went into the stores of some men and took all the money 

_ they could get and what other things they could conveniently 

- earry off. I have the amount, or nearly so;‘shall have the exact 

~ account of all goods, &c., taken sworn to by each of the losers, and 
’ shall be ready to make the assessment on their sympathizing friends 

' who feed and harbor them. This will stop bushwhacking. Shall I 

_ go ahead with the assessment ? I will make full statement to you 

_ of losses, and also of assessments, giving the names of all the vic- 

_ tims. 

A 


We captured 3 horses from the bushwhackers. One of them we 
killed was a brother of the man who killed Brock; the other was 
_-a bad egg by name of Callahan. I have the names of more of them 
_ who were in the gang ; they live in this and Chariton Counties. We 
shot the face most off one who got away. He will not live. 
K. J. CRANDALL, 
. - Captain. 
General Fisk, 


BROOKFIELD, June 20, 1864. 


GENERAL: Lieutenant Lewis with his men were heard from this 
morning, still running the bushwhackers; he run into their camp 
last night and routed them. They had a log house for rendezvous, 
with bacon and other stores for living, in a place near the forks of 
Yellow Creek and Grand River. Lieutenant Lewis burned the es- 
tablishment, provisions, and other plunder, and arrested 2 or 3 men 
who used to be bushwhacking in 1861, but have since taken the oath. 
One says he was with the bushwhackers and helped-to bushwhack a 
company of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry at Hurricane Creek, Car- 
roll County, in 1861, They had any amount of bacon and meat and 
bread, some corn, which had been furnished by Seek ete He could 
not find anybody who had been furnishing either forcibly or yolun- 
tarily. Lieutenant Lewis sent the prisoners back and he is still run- 


ning them south. 
E. J. CRANDALL, 
Captain. 


General Fisk. 
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Genera: On the 18th of this month a band of rebel bus 
ers came into the town of Laclede, Linn County, and robbed sev 
cof our Union citizens and shot 2 of them. There were 16 of the | 
“pbushwhackers, commanded by Holtzclaw, of Howard County. The — 
greater portion of the men com osing his company were known to 
our citizens. They came into the town from the west, and arrested 
the citizens as they came to them and marched them to the public 
square. One man (an esteemed soldier) by name of Crowder, shot 1 
of the devils through from a window, and the same man turned and 
shot him (Crowder) dead, through the window, after he was wounded — 
by Crowder. About this time one of the citizens started to run (a Mr. — 
Jones) and was immediately shot by some of the bushwhackers. On 
their first appearance in town a cee started immediately for 
Brookfield and informed Lieutenant Billings, who detailed as many 
men as he could mount and started with them, and also sent a few 
soldiers on an engine, with such railroad employés as were at hand ~ 
to volunteer. They ran the engine to Laclede, and the bushwhack-. 
ers had loaded their wounded men into the hack that carries the — 
mail from Laclede to Linneus, and had gone west toward Locust — 
Bottoms. Our men who were on the engine followed up the hack, — 
which had some distance to go by the side of the track before they — 
could turn off. When they came within shooting distance they — 
commenced a running fight. The wounded man (James Nave) was 
killed. The other man in the hack and the driver: were both 
wounded, and the 2 escorts riding on horseback were mortally 
wounded, 1 of them since killed. The driver was taken back to 
Laclede, as he was pressed with the hack. The other 2 wounded 
men have not as yet been found. One had his leg broken and the 
other had one side of his face torn all to pieces by two charges of 
buckshot. Lieutenant Lewis has been after them ever since and has 
returned to-night, after riding some 60 miles in pursuit, and to our 
surprise they were at 4 p. m. last night within 24 miles of Laclede 
again. This trip has again proven to me the perfect folly of chasin 
bushwhackers while the country is full of law-abiding citizens to 
harbor and feed them. Lieutenant Lewis heard of them from place 
to place, and from rebels that they had just gone on such a road 
but a short time before, but after riding in that direction 8 or 10 
miles, would hear of them in another direction, but in no instance 
could he hear who fed them or their horses. . Lieutenant Lewis fol- 
lowed the trail of 8 or 10 men across Grand River and stopped ata 
rebel’s house for breakfast, and, after some considerable argument, 
prevailed upon them to get some, and while they were at this house 
some one of the men picked upacopy of the New York Day-Book, and 
noticing some article not particularly pleasing he tore up the copy 
he had and all the other copies of the same paper found in the room; 
that was the extent of damage done at that place. At the next 
place they stopped to inquire for the bushwhackers, and could find 
out nothing. The same soldier who tore up the Day-Book at the other 
place saw a copy at this house, and that had to be destroyed. A 
young man living there said something insulting to one of the 
soldiers as they were moving off, and the soldier dismounted and 
knocked the said rebel down, and then mounted and followed his 
company. This Lieutenant Lewis did not know of at the time. At 
this house our boys found two loaded guns, and as they knew the 


m: ey broke the guns. Our boys then went to the house of a 
Union man in the neighborhood, ane a young lady ran out and mee 
-bhom, and told Lieutenant Lewis that she had just left a house near 
y, not over a quarter of a mile off, where I think a Bolon lives, and 
that 6 aeeege men were there when she left. Lewis immediately — 
went to the house and every person had left the house; it was entirely 
alone. He could find nothing of them. He looked about and found 
a revolver, some caps and lead, and 3 or 4 pounds of powder, all of 
which he has brought in, : 
___He had also got track of another bad man by name of Wingate. 
_ He knew from Union wo what kind of a man he was, and | 
~ Lewis also learned that ingate had bought a new revolver and that . * — 
he was a dangerous man. This Wingate, on seeing our forces com- 
' ing, took his revolver and put for the brush. Lewis did not know 
this, but on coming Bp Se the house, he asked for the revolver and 
_ Mrs. Wingate said she knew nothing of it. Lewis told her she must 
produce the revolver and show them where Wingate was or they 
would burn the establishment out. They found a man at this place 
by name of McDonald, and the lieutenant asked him about rebels, 
and about where ee ae could be found. The man was very inso- 
lent and refused to tell anything. The lieutenant gave orders for a 
rope to be procured and if this man would not tell about where Win- 
gate was he should be hung. This frightened him so badly that he 
told them that Wingate had gone, with his revolver, to the brush, 
which is just as it was. They searched for arms at this place and 
found three old rifles and one new U.S. musket, semi oie. with 
cartridges, boxes, belts, and all this property was taken and turned 
overtome. Lieutenant Lewis and men say this is the extent of dam- 
age done, and that no plundering has been allowed on the part of any 
Of the men. I instructed him to go out and catch those bushwhack- 
ers, if possible, and to feed his horses and men on rebels and sympa- 
thizers, as they were the cause of the present trouble, and must now 
come into Abraham’s bosom, and help to stand the saya of put- 
ting down the rebellion and clearing the country of these despera- 
does. 
I am anxiously waiting to assess the damages on these rebels to 
pay for the losses of our loyal people at Laclede. I have their bills 
made out, and their affidavit attached certifying as to their respect- 
ive losses. Some men, unless they are helped, will be broken up 
entirely, as they took over $1,000 from one man; and the man 
Crowder, who was killed, leaves a wife and several children de- 
pendent entirely upon charity. The other lady is in rather better 
circumstances. On one of the bushwhackers found next day they 
found some $514.80; this was divided before I arrived at Laclede 
between the ladies who had lost their husbands, by vote of sol- 
diers and citizens. Those same men are prowling about in this 
county, and we cannot catch them while they are so well supplied 
with friends who feed them and keep them posted. I knowmany who 
do this, but the evidence is not reliable in Missouri as it comes through 
a negro source, Those men which our men visited in the edge of Liv- 
ingston were all noted rebels, and Lieutenant-Colonel Swain knows 
them to be so, although he regards them as law-abiding citizens. I 
have expected that his friends might be treated in a way not pleas- 
ing to peace they have been so long protected by the Government 
and have tried to make themselves obnoxious to Union men, fall- 
ing back on their Paw Paw certificates of enrollment, or their oath 
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not only the Government but o 

has oo to be a virtue, and the s 
them without gloves, and not use any super is. I think 
we must let archon know that we appreciate them in the com 
~ munity and treat them as rebels. You will not find a rebel in th 


country who is not armed with from~one to two navy revolvers, 


How will it answer for me to disarm all rebels in this county ? I 
would like to do so. When I send my men out I tell them to dis 
arm all bad men. No plundering of private property has bee: 
allowed by any of our men. This I am assured by reliable an 
responsible men who were on this scout. My men would not hav 
gone out of the county had they not been deceived by rebels. The 
men they came near running into, in the edge of Livingston County, 
were not the men who visited Laclede in the late raid. 

I have organized the people of Bucklin, Saint Catherine, and 
Laclede into companies for self protection, and I have also organ- 


ized my old original company (Company G) of the Thirty-eighth — 
Regiment, under Lieutenant Woothly, who hold themselves in ~ 
readiness to come out at any time. I have sent a scout through — 


Chariton County to-day to guard Mr. Corman, sheriff of that county, 


and other Union men who have been here for some days. They — 


dare not go home unless they can keep organized and on a war foot- 
ing. They havearms and ammunition for putting themselves partly 
on a war footing. Rebels are perfectly safe, and in many instances 


heaping insult upon injury on our men and friends. I am satisfied 


that those of us who are in the service are occupying very delicate 
positions, as there are so many copperhead politicians in the com- 
munity who exaggerate every attempt on our part to restore peace 
and put down bushwhacking. Rebels that I know tell my men I 
dare not send to them for forage, as they have friends who will see 
them through; they meaning copperhead Union men, who are so 
ready to take up their case in their behalf. 

Our men, many of them, have left their homes from fear, to fight 
for their country, leaving their crops planted and going to ruin, as 
they know they cannot remain at home safe. Then when they go 
through the country scouting and find the country full of bush- 
whackers, and at the same time find rebels attending their farms, 
enjoying the blessing of their homes and protected by the Govern- 
ment, and they through fear of offending somebody go hungry while 
they have every reason to believe that this class of men are feeding 
our enemies and we, through their acts, liable to be killed at any 
moment, I only wonder that more devilment is not committed by 
them. 

General Fisk, I trust you will excuse this long, uninteresting docu- 
ment, but I felt it my duty to give you an idea of the feelings of our 
truly loyal men of this section. While none of us would molest and 
injure the innocent, and in all cases look upon the ignorant with a 
great deal of charity, yet we can but look upon those who still 
insist that they are rebel sympathizers with scorn and contempt. 
We know that it is this class who are now drawing the life blood out 
of our glorious Union. There are now 40 Union refugees in town 
who have left their homes and have been dodging from one place to 
another to save their lives, ready and willing to take their guns if 
they can do anything, while their rebel neighbors are at home at 
peace and making money. Some of the best men of this county 
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ake the rebel sympathizers help to do it, b 
‘that I regard them as rebels and not as constitu 
_ Lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

Tae fee Pe aS Mal. CRANDALL SS 

be ares Captain, Commanding. — 
neral Crinton B. Fisk, Comdg. District of North Missouri. 


; 


a 7 No. 3. ae 

_ Report of Lieut. Joseph M. Brown, Eighteenth Missouri Infantry. 

st LACLEDE, Mo., June 22, 1864. =. 
_ Genera: I send you this report by Col. I. V. Pratt, being here 

_ on recruiting service by the order of Major-General Sherman. I * — 
- was in the town on the 18th day of this month when the bush- 
_ whackers sacked this place. I was in the town hall at the time of 
attack ; marched out upon the public See where all the citizens 
_ were under guard. The bushwhackers killed 2 of the best citizens 
of this place, Jonathan H. Jones, an attorney in this town, and 
David M. Crowder, a discharged soldier of the First Missouri State 
Militia, one of the best of citizens. The losses of our merchants are, 
as near as can be ascertained, as follows: John F. Pershing, $811 in 
money and goods; Praty & Clarkson, $1,277 in money and goods; 
Thomas Spencer, $587, mostly all money ; J. J. Friend, $445, watches 
and jewelry ; John A. Riggen, $220, a fine mare, revolver, &c. ; L. 
Seymore, $110, money and merchandise ; J..L. Reynolds, groceries, 
$24; Samuel Moore, $100, groceries and liquors; J. M. Brown, fine 
silver watch, $40; Preston O’Neil, a fine mare, saddle, and bridle, 
$200. 

This is all that I know of at this time. David M. Crowder shot 
and mortally wounded 1 bushwhacker, by the name of Jim Nave, 
whom the captain of the thieves sent westward in a hack, but did 
not make his escape, for a train coming in from Brookfield with 
some soldiers, they ran the engine, with a few men upon the tender, 
and overtook the hack, fired upon it, killing Nave and wounding 4 
others, 1 of whom was overtaken and shot, making 2 of the gang 
that lost their lives and 2 more wounded. The man that was presse 
to drive the hack was shot through the lungs. The captain is said 
to be Holtzclaw, of Howard County, in this State, and he made the 
citizens a short speech in which he said that he visited Laclede for 
the purpose of hanging some abolitionists, and that if any of his 
Southern friends were abused, or that any of his men were hurt or 
killed, or that he was pursued, he would deal with them severely, 
killing two for one. He also said that he was well posted and knew 
all that was going on in town and around the country, Now every 
man in this community has taken the oath and professes that he is 
loyal to the core, yet this same band is not far from this place at this 
time, as 1 or 2 are seen at atime every day; but by the time one gets 
to where they were seen ee cannot be found. I have organized the 
citizens into a company for home defense, but they want ammunition 
and arms to make any such ee has benefit the community. 

‘olonel Pratt will give you the details if necessary. 
ries ae JOSEPH M. BROWN, 
First Lieut., Highteenth Infantry, Missouri Veteran Vols, 
Maj. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans, Comdg. Dept. of the Missouri. 
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the exception of Captain Moses, who I directed with his company 
M) from this place to go to the east and visit a suspicious locality. 


e scouted on for a number of miles without seeing many signs, 


until, on emerging at the foot of Round Prairie, the advance ran 
into 1 or 2 guerrillas at a house; while chasing them, another party 
of 12 or 15 came down the prairie-toward thick brush. Captain 
Moses coming up at this time with his company, fought them just 
as they were getting into the edge of the timber, and thinks several 
must have been wounded. None of our men or horses were hurt. 


After resting our horses some little time, we still continued in a: 


northerly direction, when, coming through thick timber and brush 
to the edge of a prairie, and thinking that men were visible at a 
certain house, I sent Captain Moses with his company around to the 
right, and Lieutenant Rizer with his company (18 men) to the left. 
Lieutenant Rizer ran into and completely surprised a party of about 
40, chasing them to the timber, but was not strong enough to pursue 
them farther. He thinks he must have wounded some. Soon after 
the Kansas company came in and reported they had seen about 25 
guerrillas, but at a great distance, and they immediately left. We 
continued scouting during the whole day, several times detaching 
parties to the right and left. We stopped to rest and grazed the 
horses twice during the day, and a little before sundown reached 
Gauley Robinson’s place, about 25 miles east-northeast from Inde- 
pendence. Distance traveled from Pleasant Hill about 50 miles. 
Lieutenant Stanton joined the main command about 5 p. m., but had 
seen nothing. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Hoyt and Major Pritchard came in with their 
command about dusk. They reported having scouted the Little Blue 
country most thoroughly, but had seen scarcely any signs at all. 
June 19, this morning I sent Colonel Moonlight and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hoyt with the Kansas troops through the brush to Hickman 
Mills. They started about 5 a.m. Lieutenant Stanton, with Com- 
pany K, I sent at the same time to Pleasant Hill with instructions to 


“reach Pleasant Hill that night. 
guerrillas in,that section of cot ntry. TE: 
nant Riess ore company (I) to Kansas City same eve 
), went to Raytown with Company I and 20 men of Com 
ting the Big Blue. June 21, sta for Pleasant Hill thro 
ittle Blue country; reached there 3p. m. The distance travel 
ain command, 130 miles. ie 
Tam, sepia very respectfully, sone obedient servant, 
er Win AMES H. SH. FORD, 
ae _ Colonel second Colorade walry 
Beak: James H. Beeken ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Disteier Central 
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JUNE 19, 1864.—Affair at Bayou Grossetete, La. 


Report of erie Gen. William H. Emory, U. S. Army, commanding ~ 
Nineteenth Army Corps, ke. 


igane NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS AND U. S. ForcEs, 
: - Morganza, La., June 19, 1864. 
Captain : Colonel Crebs has just returned ; captured 5 prisoners, 
and also captured Richard McCall, one of the parties he was sent ’ 
after. Drove in about 100 head of cattle and a few horses and mules. 
I send General Grover with the force to operate on the other side of 


the river. 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 
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Capt. DeWitt CLINTON, 
Acting Asst, Adjt. Gen., Div. West Mississippi. 


JUNE 19, 1864.—Affair at Eagle Pass, Tex. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Charles L. Pyron, Second Texas Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Capt. James A. Ware, First Texas Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Col. Charles L. Pyron, Second Texas Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
San Antonio, Tex., June 22, 1864. 
Str: Yesterday evening I received Sidemation of an attack by 
the renegades on Eagle Pass on the morning of the 19th instant. I 
have the honor to inclose herewith copy of Captain Ware’s report 


fe 


of their sympathizing neighbors. ° : - 3a 
~. Lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
: Gs Py RON < 
_ Colonel Second Regiment Texas Cavalry, Comdg. Post. 
Col. A. C. JONES, | : SS p- Soe 
Chief of Staff, Houston. 
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No. 2. 
Reports of Capt. James A. Ware, First Texas Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS, ForT DUNCAN, June 20, 1864. 


Sir: I have to report that for some two or three days past I have 
received instructions that a strong body of renegades. would cross 
to this side of the Rio Grande and make an attack on this post. On 
the morning of yesterday, 19th instant, at 1 a. m., a force of rene- 
gades, of about 40 in number, attempted to cross the river at a point 

: 3 miles above this place; finding, however, this ford impracticable, 
they subsequently effected a crossing about 5 miles higher up and 
immediately commenced a march on this place, receiving a check 
from the pickets. They retired to a position 6 miles from here 
and unfurling the United States flag received a considerable aug- 
mentation to their numbers from the Mexican side of the river 
during the day. Having at my disposal for the defense of the post 
but 34 men, and about half of them unprovided with arms, I called 
into service for the occasion Captain Stone’s home guard company, 
commanded by Lieutenant Burke, receiving thus a re-enforcement 
in numbers, but badly armed, having but about twenty-five arms in 
the company of all kinds. I placed in the hospital building of the 
post a detachment of Captain Pickerell’s company of 25 men, a de- 
tachment of 6 men well armed in the quartermaster’s store-house, a 
portion of which had been used as a small-pox hospital. Captain 
Stone’s company I placed to guard the custom-house and business 
houses of the city, placing pickets north of the city, and_a strong 
guard, under the command of Captain McFadden, in the direction 


1 I ordered all men to sleep at 11 
a. m. the attack was ma a fore 


ig, 0 tion at my di 
| the in J k 
mM pe led 
y that is f 
_ wounded. 
iggiers of the garrison and made preparations to defend the quar-_ 
: aster’s building. The enemy, however, marched to the attack of 
z town and were repulsed, the streets having been barricaded with 
_ cotton, and the attack pone weakened in spirit by the desperate — — 

_ resistance at the hospital. The enemy, after stripping their prison- 

_ ers of arms and valuables, retired. I cannot commend too Wiphty ee 
the gallantry displayed by Captain Pickerell and his company inthe 
defense of the hospital and subsequent conduct in connection with ~ 

_ the home-guard company. ce ene 

a In attempting to communicate with the forces in the town, I, in 
company with Mr. Woodward, aclerk of Major Russell, after the re- 
pulse in town, fell into the hands of the enemy, from whom I sue- 
ceeded in making my escape. They released the balance of the 

' prisoners upon retiring. They are still receiving re-enforcements 

and threaten us yet more seriously, and I regret to have to state that 
the conduct of the Mexican officers has been decidedly unfriendly in. 

this rialant uae k They have permitted this force to form on their 
territory, and have rejected my request for the loan of a few stand 

- of arms torepel them. They have refused to let our citizens and 

' friends in Piedras Negras cross the river to come to our assistance, 
I have represented to headquarters frequently the necessity of plac- 
ing a proper garrison at this post, and must conclude that they have 
not the troops to furnish, or some attention would have been paid to 
my request. During the period of a few hours of my separation 
from the command, consequent upon my capture, Captain McFad- 
den made more efficient arrangements, aided by General E. B. Nichols 
and other citizens, to provide against any further ill consequences of 
another attack. 

In haste and with respect, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. WARE, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


Lieut. Bart J. DEW1rT, 
Post Adjutant, San Antonio. 


EAGLE Pass, June 24, 1864, 

DEAR COLONEL: On Sunday night last I was attacked by about 
80 renegades. Having previously been told that knowing the weak- 
ness of my garrison they would make the attack, I had called out 
the home guard for duty in the town and made them ree on their 
arms. I posted Pickerell’s company in the hospital building and 
ordered ms to sleep on their arms. I sent a patrol of 15 men, 
with instructions to patrol the country in the direction of the enemy 
at a distance of not over 1 to 2 miles from the town, <A patrol was 


: him out without being for a moment checked by his fire, which v 


started with 4 men, who were with me, to Pickerell’s assistance, bu 


: had be rmed t at the | number | fe n 35 t 
- They eluded the vigilance of my patrol, passing by them, and Ir 
; Gs net in ork they Seat the garrison I am satisfied th 
_ they were led into it by a traitor. They made an immediate atta 


- on Pickerell without ‘halting a moment to reconnoiter, and droy 


reserved until they were close up. When the first shot was fire 


the house was carried so quickly that it was impossible to rende 


him assistance. I called in the guard from the guard-house and 3 
collected several of the stragglers and placed them in the commis- ~ 


sary building, and sent orders for the home guard to engage them 


from the arroya. Awaiting their attack, or the further attack of the a 
enemy on the garrison, I heard a few shots fired from the town and ~ 


then much shouting, but whether from the enemy or from our own 
men I could not tell, and sent again to learn the reason of my not 
being supported and what had occurred. Neither of my couriers 
returning, | grew uneasy about what was transpiring in town, and 
determined to ascertain in person, and for that purpose took with 
me young Woodward and attempted a reconnaissance of the enemy’s 
position and operations, and near the hospital, deceived by the voice 
of one of the enemy, was captured by the guard they had left at the 
hospital. Learning there from several of our own men, who had been 
taken prisoners, that they had taken the town without a shot in its 


2 
x 


defense, and seeing an opportunity of escape, I availed myself of it — 


and reached the little garrison at the commissary. Here I waited 
an attack until just before daylight, when learning nothing to con- 


tradict the statement that they had taken the town, and considering ~ 


a useless sacrifice of my small detachment to await an attack by day- 
light, as I was out of the reach of any re-enforcements, I withdrew 
my men from the garrison, and sent across to Piedras Negras for the 
purpose of collecting refugees from the town and garrison. Ina 
short time I learned that the town was still held by the home guard, 
and jafter a slight demonstration the enemy had returned without 
doing any injury to property or burning any cotton, 

It was the intention of the enemy to collect a large force of rene- 
gades under U. 8. officers in the vicinity of this point last Thurs- 
day. This plan has been made for months. They expected to 
assemble from 700 to 800 men, but succeeded only in getting together 
150, and I think have now abandoned the attempt. 

After the attack on Sunday night they received accession of num- 
bers from Mexico, The citizens from both sides of the river rallied 
to the defense of the place and the cotton, and on Tuesday night the 
enemy made another demonstration against the town, not, however, 
numbering over 50 men. We had some skirmishing without results 
on the outskirts of the town. Hudson’s mounted company haying 
come in in the night, I sent them, with all the men I could mount, 
to pursue them. They were about 4 miles behind them when last 
heard from. 

The larger portion of the renegade force was organized and 
marched from the Mexican side of the river. The authorities have 
taken no effective means of arresting re-enforcements to the rene- 
gades, but have stopped our citizens from crossing to our assistance. 
My garrison in the hospital building was badly armed, many of the 


cone ed an etundo 

| emy 1 was killed and 6 wounded. I r 
ice, though T could not have made arrangements, in 
yof my numbers and information, to have avoided a surpri 
efficient than those adopted. If I had—cannot flatter mye 
the result would have been different—and had my instructions - 
1 strictly executed we might have gained earlier intelligence of 
approach. I have constantly notified the authorities at head- 
ters that my force was entirely inadequate for the protection of _ 


the post. 
___ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


4 : i JAMES A, WARE. 
Col. Joun S. Forp. = : 


JUNE 19, 1864,—Skirmish at Hahn's Farm, near Waldron, Ark. = 


: ‘ REPORTS. ~ s eae 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, U. 8. Army, commanding District of the . 
: Frontier. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Charles S. Clark, Ninth Kansas Cavalry. 
No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Thayer, U. S. Army, commanding Dis- 
trict of the Frontier. 


, Hogrs. Dist. oF THE FRONTIER, DEPT. OF ARK., 
4 . Fort Snvith, June 22, 1864. 


: CoLONEL: In obedience to instructions by telegraph, directing me 
to send outa cavalry force to co-operate with a similar force from 
Little Rock to be sent into Polk County, Ark., I have the honor to 
report that on the 17th instant I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Clark, 
Ninth Kansas, with 250 cavalry. Colonel Clark proceeded some 
distance southwest of Waldron, where he met Wells’ battalion of 
Texas cavalry (numbering about 500), surprised the rebel forge, 
routed them, killing several, capturing 5 prisoners, 40 horses, 80 
muskets, and over 100 saddles. His horses giving out from the fact 
that they are in a bad condition, quite weak, having had no grain, 
and his men having lost nearly all their subsistence while charging 
the enemy, he returned to this place on the 21st instant, having 
failed to make a junction with forces sent out)from Little Rock. 


| A ieaabia JOHN M. THAYER 
Brigadier- General. 


* 
p4 
f 
¢ 


Lieut. Col. W. D. GREEN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Little Rock, Ark. 


No. 2. 
Reportof Lneut, Col. Charles S. Clark, Ninth Kansas Cavalry. 
HEADQUARTERS NINTH KANSAS CAVALRY, 
Camp Thayer, Ark., June 22, 1864. 
Masor: In compliance with instructions from the general com- 
manding, I have the honor to submit the following report: Pursuant 


‘arm, sou 


—dron, in Scott County, the last being on our line of march,-and no 
_ willing to leave the rebels at Hahn’s farm undisturbed, the comman 
was turned off the road to Waldron to the Lookout. Gap road 
After marching within 4 miles of Hahn’s farm we camped for the 
night. At 9a. m. of the 19th, being in charging distance, the detach- — 
~ ments were ordered as follows: The Sixth to take the advance, under 
Lieut. John M. Defriese, and charge the pickets, run them to camp, — 
and charge that also. The Ninth, under Captains Coleman and 
Flesher, to follow the Sixth and finish the work the Sixth would | 
begin. The Fourteenth was held in reserve under Capt. William N. 
Bixby. _ Right well did each perform his duty. The Sixth charged 
in fine style, followed by Captains Coleman and Flesher, striking the _ 
rebel line about center, scattering the rebels in every direction. ‘The 
camp was cleared so quick I could hardly tell how it was done. A 
few rebels tried to make a stand, but they were pressed so close they _ 
could not. It wasa perfect stampede. After chasing them 2} miles, — 
the troops were recalled, and we were left in quiet possession of 5 — 
dead rebels, 3 prisoners, 40 horses, saddles, &e., about 80 stand of — 
arms, consisting of shotguns, Enfield rifles, &c., and their camp — 
equipage and subsistence and books and papers. The arms, saddles, 
and camp equipage were destroyed. No casualties on our side. 
After inspecting the horses I found them quite exhausted, and not 
in condition to go farther. I decided to return to camp at Fort 


ce SOSH el Sd Re ar HP Ra 
4 


Smith, where we arrived on the 21st instant. . 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. S. CLARK, 


Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Maj. T. J. ANDERSON, Assistant Adjutunt-General. 


JUNE 19-25, 1864.—Scout from Mount Vernon, Mo. 


Report of Col. John D, Allen, Seventh Provisional Missouri En- 
= rolled Militia. 


Hpagrs. 7TH Prov. REGT., ENROLLED Missourt Mruittia, 
Mount Vernon, Mo., June 26, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I had been constantly receiving communications 
from different officers and persons in regard to the number of rebels 
southwest, west, and northwest, estimating them to be in consider- 
able force in all that section of country. Not believing them to be 
in such force as represented, I started on the 19th instant to ascertain 
their numbers and also their whereabouts. On* the 20th. I left 
Marionville with 18 men from Company H, scouted the country to 
Newtonia, and found no trace of the enemy. On the 21st, left New- 
tonia for Carthage with 30 more men from Companies G and K, 


in front. 

Ihad just entered the brush when some 8 or 10 made their ap- 
pearance in our rear. The scouts reporting that the enemy was 
surrounding us, I withdrew from the brush and rejoined Carpenter, 
when we ascertained that it was only to draw us off. I then turned 
my course for the brush again, but by this time they were all gone, 
and it dark, so we had to withdraw from the chase.. We camped on 
the prairie and next morning we could not find a rebel in the coun- 
try. We had been out of rations for twenty-four hours; we each 
started for quarters. 

I found nothing more on my route to Greenfield, at which place 
I arrived at 5 p. m. of the 24th instant, at which place, through the 
kindness of Captain Moore, of the Sixth Missouri State Militia, I 
got plenty of commissaries for men, which was thankfully received. 
I pe had the 18 men of Company H with me. I had aie the 
day sent the others to their respective commands. I arrived at head- 
quarters at Mount Vernon on the evening of the 25th, all well, but 
men and horses very tired. 

Lam, lieutenant, your obedient servant, 
JOHN D. ALLEN, 
Col., Comdg. Seventh Prov. Regt., Enrolled Missourt Militia, 


Lieut. W. D. HUBBARD, 
Act, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Springfield, Mo. 


the papier feeding poser haere also se oe ae ot “ 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Capt. A. H. Dyzr, . 


_ Assistant Adjutant-General. : : ‘ 

: Rar Ge Se = 
JUNE 20-24, 1864.—Scout from Cassville, Mo., to Cross Hollow, &c., Ark. 

ESRD ae REPORTS. —_ ; 
No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
No. 2.—Capt. James L. Powell, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 
No. 1. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Hugh Cameron, Second Arkansas Cavalry 
(Union). 


HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Cassville, June 26, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to send herewith report of James L. 
Powell, captain Company F, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and the fol- 
lowing report: On the evening of the 23d, I was informed by citizens 
that the Todd family was making a demonstration in the neighbor- 
hood below, near the edge of Stone County, on Flat Creek... I sent 
with the citizens 4 enlisted men of Company I, Second Arkansas Cay- 
alry (Benjamin F. Lee, John B. Jones, Alexander L. Harris, and An- 
drew J. Chanceller), with instructions to take the Todds, it being 
represented that there were only 2 of them, deserters from the First 
Arkansas Cavalry. My men arrived some time before daylight, 
June 24, and waited for the Todds to come to their breakfast, con- 
cealing themselves in the brush near the house. The Todds came 
and gained the house before my boys could arrest them. They, 
however, divided into two squads, 4 soldiers in one and 1 soldier and 
3 citizens in the other, the entire force being made up of 4 of the 
Second Arkansas Cavalry, 1 of the First Arkansas Cavalry, and 3 
citizens, and moved up on different sides of the house. My men 
were refused admittance and fired upon from the house. The 
returned the fire promptly through the cracks. Result: Killed, Alex- 
ander L. Harris, private Company I, Second Arkansas Cavalry, and 
wounded, the 3 Todds, father and 2 sons. The case was promptl 
reported, and IT sent an ambulance after the dead and wounded, with 
proper escort. In the mean time Lieutenant Garner, Company B, 


Norristown. They captured a so-called Union man who has been in 


~ 
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HUGH CAMERON, 


— __—- Leutenant-Colonel Second Arkansas Caw., Comdg. Post. 
Brig. Gen. J. B. Sanzorn, 
4 Commanding District of Southwest Missouri, 


ee No. 2. 
_ Report of Capt. James L. Powell, Second Arkansas Cavalry (Union). 


_CASSVILLE, Mo., June 25, 1864. 

CoLoNnEL: In pursuance to Orders, No. 13, dated June 20, 1864, 
headquarters Post Cassville, Cassville, Mo., I proceeded with the men 

_ under my command as far as 4 miles beyond Sugar Creek, where I 

_ found a guard of 8 rebels. I proceeded on to Cross Hollow, where I 

' discovered a trail of the rebels, supposed to be about 30 strong, IT 

paenght it best to go on to Fayetteville, Ark., on account of safety 

' for the train, then taking my squad of cavalry and marching in 

_ direction of Bentonville, Ark., 12 miles. During the night I learned 
that the rebel Captain Ingraham had been waylaying the road for 
the train that had paced the day before, aiming to take it, but 

_ found them too strong for him; he reported them 100 strong and the 
telegraph repairer along with the train. 

The morning of the 23d, I went to try to catch Charles Nail, a 
deserter from my company, who was started through with a dis- 
patch for Major Hackett, but carried it to Major Brown, of the rebel 
army, in Benton County, Ark. I saw his wife. She did not deny 
his going to Brown. Then perusing the country through the woods, 
I found a camp of 3 or 4 rebels; ‘killed 1 of them. Then turning 
toward the train on the Wire road, finding more or less signs on the 
roads and through the woods at Dickens’ Mill, on Osage Creek, I took 
1 prisoner. On arriving near Walnut Springs, seeing a great deal 
of sign of rebels, on making inquiry of the prisoner I learned there 
was to be a collection of Brown’s men there that day. I dismounted 
my men and attacked them (though they would not fight us), wound- 
ing 2 or 3 and 2 or 8 horses, and taking 2 horses, 1 gun, some 
Federal overcoats and blankets, and their provisions. Then J 
marched in direction of Little Sugar Creek, on the Wire road, by the 
way of Osage Springs, near Bentonville, where I learned that Cap- 
tain Ingraham was watching all the trains that passed the road, and 
says he intends to take one of those trains. Then I made my way 
to the train where it was camped. There I remained until morn- 
ing without any interruption. I then moved out with the train to 
Cassville, finding the telegraph wire cut near Elk Horn. Arrived 
at Cassville on the evening of the 24th June, 1864. 

JAMES L. POWELL, 
Captain, Commanding Scout. 
Lieut. Col. H. CAMERON, 
Commanding Post, Cassville. 
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~ 99, 1864.—Skirmish at White River Station. 
_ 24, 1864.—Capture of the U. S. Steamer Queen City. — 
- 24-25, 1864. Engagement between U.S. Steamers Fawn, Naw 


eag, and Tyle 


a. z “and Shelby’s forces. pea 
= 26-28, 1864,—Skirmish near Clarendon (26th) and pursuit of Confederates: 
ee Bayou De View. Be ee a 
REPORTS.* Sees 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. 8. Army, commanding Department of Ar 
kansas. : 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. 8. Army, commanding District of East- 
ern Arkansas. i 
No. 3.—Capt. Joseph R. C. Hunter, Twelfth Iowa Infantry. 
No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U.S. Army. : g 
No. 5.—Lieut. Col. Ezra M. Beardsley, One hundred and twenty-sixth Illinois In- 
ro fantry. : 2 
No. 6.—Lieut. Commander S. Ledyard Phelps, U.S. Navy. 
No. 7.—Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, commanding forces of Northern — 
Arkansas, of operations June 19-30.+} : 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele, U. S. Army, commanding 
Department of Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS, = 
Little Rock, June 28, 1864. 


GENERAL: The rebelsarenot threatening Missouri. Shelby, joined 
by McCray, surprised gun-boat No. 26 and captured it at Clarendon ~ 
3 a,m.on the 24th instant. Captain Bache, with the Tyler and — 
another gun-boat from Devall’s Bluff, attacked Shelby, and in half — 
an hour drove him back, recapturing the guns, ammunition, wounded ~ 
men, clothing, &c. I sent General Carr, with something over 3,000 
infantry and cavalry and a battery,in pursuit of Shelby. He landed 
his command at Clarendon without interruption, and came upon the 
rebel pickets soon. The last heard from Carr, on the 25th, p. m., he 
was skirmishing with the enemy, having lost 12 men wounded. 
Shelby had two 12-pounder smooth-bore and two 10-pounder rifled 
guns. His force had not been fully developed. I proposed in due 
time to A. J. Smith and Washburn to co-operate with me against 
Shelby on the north side of White River, but they declined, for 
reasons stated. We could have captured his entire force. By send- 
ing a force in behind him from Augusta, he might now be cut off, 
but Iam threatened by a large force in front, and cannot weaken the 
line of the Arkansas any further with safety. Information derived ° 
from various sources makes it almost certain that the enemy is mak- ~ 
ing a forward movement in large force. It is reported that Kirby 
Smith is advancing with from 35,000 to 40,000 troops to attack Little 


* For reports of Lieut. Commander George M. Bache, Acting Masters John R. - 
Grace and John Rogers, and Actg. Asst. Surg. Lewis Westfall, U, S. Navy, see An- 
ps nual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864. 
{ See also Shelby’s report, pp. 928-930. 


: slic ing at Pine Bluff 
e thinks they will invest that place. Another plan 
s attacking our communications will draw off the 


troops from Little Rock so that it can be taken. If reports be true — 
they have forces enough to threaten both places, while they throw 

_ troops across the Arkansas and destroy th 

_ They certainly intend a decisive movement. Cooper is reported 
~ moving toward Dardanelle with 5,000 men, with orders to make a 
4 ates with Shelby. I have not sufficient force to hold the line of 


e Arkansas and at the same time operate against those detachments 
of the sears The re-enforcements ordered to report to me have 
beendiverted. Several regiments were sopped at Memphis, and one 


_ I believe is at Port Hudson. One-tenth of the troops in this depart- 


ment aresick. Transportation is being fitted up rapidly. The mules 
sent from Saint Louis are reported mostly under two years old and 


- unfit for service. Mules can be had from the plantations on the Mis- 
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sissippi in about twenty days. We havesupplies of all kinds for two 
or three months. I sent you statement of subsistence stores. You 
will see from return the number of troops; they are necessarily seat- 
tered, it being required to hold certain points. We must have the 
pontoon bridge before moving south. 
Very respectfully, 
F. STEELE, 
. ' Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. CAnBy, inn= Sa 
Commanding Division of the West Mississippi. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Napoleon B. Buford, U. S. Army, command- 
ing District of Hastern Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., June 27, 1864. 


GENERAL: On the 22d instant the little garrison of 50 men, com- 
manded by Capt. J. R. C. Hunter, of the Twelfth Iowa Infantry, at 
the mouth of White River was attacked by the enemy, 300 strong, 
about daybreak, who had crossed the Arkansas River in small boats 
in the night, and, after an action of thirty minutes, was handsomely 
repulsed, with a loss to us of 1 killed and 4 wounded. The enemy’s 
loss was about 30 killed and wounded ; A of the latter, 1 an officer, 
falling into our hands. The little garrison was slightly intrenched 
in a hastily erected stockade. The gun-boat appa igi was the 
only one present. She opened fire on the enemy in the woods after 
the repulse, Our force was too small to pursue, and as there was 
but one gun-boat, the orders of her commander forbade her leaving 
the station and preventing the enemy retreating across the Arkansas 
River. Captain Hunter and his little garrison deserve the highest 
credit. As soon as 1 was informed of the above facts, Capt. 5. L. 


* Acting Ensign Henry Booby, U. S, Navy, commanding. 


e railroad and depots. — : 


© cond him, Cap 


the banks of t. 


ae aE ve the h to b bedient servant 
onor to be, your obedien : 
— : N. B. BUFORD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. F. STEELE, 
Commanding Department of Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF EASTERN ARKANSAS, 
Helena, Ark., June 29, 1864. 

Str: General Shelby, C. S. Army, is in force at Clarendon, 51 
miles from here, on the east side of White River. 

On the 24th instant he captured the gun-boat No. 26 (Queen City), 
commanded by Captain Hickey, and after removing her nine guns 
and all her ammunition and stores, destroyed her. He is:now forti- 
fying Clarendon, and has successfully blockaded White River, and 
cut General Steele’s line of communication both by land and water. 
Col. A. 8. Dobbin, commanding a cavalry brigade, variously esti- 
mated at from 1,000 to 2,000 men, is west of Big Creek, a deep and 
narrow stream, 18 miles from here, on the Clarendon road. He has 
20 seamen, captured from the Queen City, whom he offered to ex- 
change with me. Shelby’s force is estimated at from 2,500 to 3,000. 
All the country is hostile. The conscription will take every able- 
bodied man in the district. I have but 289 cavalry for the field. I 
have no light artillery. I have two guns without caissons, manned 
by black troops. On the 22d instant the enemy, 300 strong, attacked 
my little garrison of 50 men, commanded by Capt. J. R. C. Hunter, 
of the Twelfth Iowa Volunteers, in a stockade at the mouth of White 
River, He killed and wounded 30 of their men, taking 5 of their 
wounded prisoners, and gallantly repulsed the attack with a loss of 
1 killed and 4 wounded. On this information, and that Marmaduke’s 


force was near by, on the south side of the Arkansas River, I tooka - 


force of 800 men, and, in co-operation with Capt. S. L. Phelps, U. 8. 
Navy, with one gun-boat, proceeded to the mouth of White River, 
and up the Arkansas 30 miles, where we learned that Marmaduke, 
with sixteen pieces of artillery and a considerable force, estimated 


at 6,000, was within 10 miles of us, on Red Fork Bayou. Not being © 


* Similar report to Canby, 


y messenger has just re 
artillery (which is for me 


r oe yut offers me one regiment of 100-days’ men 


a 


I have sent all the information I have to General Canby, but 
he has fae to New Orleans, and perhaps to communicate with 
ral Farragut near Mobile. My dispatches cannot go forward to 
neral Steele. I therefore judge best to communicate all of th 
above facts to you. Captain Phelps, U. S. Navy, passed up to ; 
to obtain an iron-clad to reopen White River, and I have no 4 res 
he will pepmuniaie most of the above facts to the Navy Depart- 
_ ment in advance of this letter. ee gets 
| as I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, == 
= 3 _N. B, BUFORD, © 


Ee - Brigadier-General, ¢ ee 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, oe eit rte Compares 
Secretary of War. . 


\ No. 3. E 
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_ Reports of Capt. Joseph R. C. Hunter, Twelfth Iowa Infantry. “a 

HEADQUARTERS, a 

= Mouth of White River, June 22, 1864. 2 
4 - GENERAL: The enemy this morning, 300 strong, attacked us, but S 
_ we are not theirs. Five of their killed and wounded fell into our : 
_ hands. One of my men was killed and 3 severely wounded. The , 


: : , : : 
_ enemy consisted of the Tenth Missouri Cavalry and was commanded 


_ by Colonel Lawther. They crossed the Arkansas-River about mid- 
- night, leaving their horses on the opposite side, and marched here in 

the night, arriving about 4 a.m, They were apparently panic- 
' stricken when they retreated, but I had no men to send in pursuit, 
_ It is my candid opinion that we killed and wounded fully as man 
' of the enemy as I have men. We do not know that they have left 

the island, but are prepared for them should they make another at- 
_ tack. You willsee the necessity of sending re-enforcements immedi- 

ately. Two hundred cavalry is the least number that will secure our 
- safety. I do not know that they carried off any of the negroes, as 

_was their evident design. They killed 1. The wounded are being 

taken care of by the naval surgeon. 

Hoping that you will take prompt action in sending re-enforce- 
ments, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. R. C. HUNTER, 
Captain, Commanding Post, 


>, Ae ha sede “ree 
on <a ee fk ee et eee ee | 


P. S.—Since writing the above a scout has come in pha the 
enemy coming across the Arkansas River in force. I shall do my 
very best and leave the island as a last resort. The gun-boat did 
good execution after the rebs left. 

J. R. C. HUNTER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 


refuges that was TSphifel” yovonlay ts 
were 600 stron 


norts that the enemy were 600 strong, and that their loss wa 
killed Suet ed, nel ding 1 lieutenant, who is now in our han 


Thad but 48 effective men inthe engagement. The rebels thought ~ 
we were 1,000 strong. It is nyt formant’s impression that they — 
intend to attack again soon. e must have re-enforcements imme- — 
diately or leave the island. ; PAS 
Yours, &c., 


J.R.C.HUNTER, 
Captain, Commanding. — 


: Brigadier-General BurorD, 
Commanding at Helena. 


No. 4. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Eugene A. Carr, U. S. Army. 


. CLARENDON, June 26, 1864. 


We did not reach this place till 9 o’clock this morning, owing to ~ 
Captain Grace reporting the battery still here, and an accident to the — 
Tyler, ‘which’ partially disabled her. Found only a squad in Clar- — 
endon, but upon throwing out pickets found the enemy in the direc- — 
tion of Pikeville, a small place 14 miles from Clarendon, where the 
Helena and Cotton Plant roads fork. Advanced and drove him awa 
and now occupy Pikeville, the enemy in the woods beyond, and Col- 
onel Graves has just reported that his skirmishers cannot drive him 
out, and that his battery is there, but I expect as soon as we advance 
again he will leave as before. 

The men are very much exhausted, being unused to skirmishing 
and the heat being very oppressive, and after fixing the enemy on 
the Cotton Plant road, I ordered a halt to rest, reorganize the skir- 
mish line, and write this report. 

I propose to move on this afternoon and push him with all my 
force, but can plainly see that he is practicing his old tricks, and 
that only some favorable accident will enable me to take his guns. 
He has four guns, but how strong he is in number of men I can- 
not say. I would be glad to have a force sent to Augusta to march 
out and cut him off. There are two battalions of cavalry at Devall’s 
Bluff. My own force is 1,000 less than I anticipated. I have only 
750 mounted men and the footmen are unused to skirmishing or 
marching. I will order Colonel Mizner to issue the 100 horses now 
on the Kate Hart to dismounted men of Colonel Geigér’s regiment 
and send them to Clarendon by first boat, to follow and join me. 
They can bring any order the general may wish to send, andI need 
them very much. Please make it right with the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, The news from Bayou Bartholomew will be given you 
by Captain Bache. I have no other. From what is said by passen- 
gers on the Kate Hart, General A. J. Smith appears to have left Mem- 
phis with the intention of opening the road to Corinth, which will 
occupy all his force. General Buford appears to have gone onto the 
island at the mouth of White River to defend it. This is from the 
captain of the Kate Hart, who is confident of its truth. Lieutenant- 


ans; Bleventh Missouri Cavalry, was sunstruck 
‘mishing was commencing. y lo 

l seriously. — ops a ia ne 

ites Bricnition Gono ea 

eg ter- ding< 
wD Gaza, _ Brigadier-General, Commanding. _ 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of Arkansas. 


HEADQUARTERS CLARENDON EXPEDITION, 
Camp near Bayou De View Bridge, June 28, 1864. 
Shelby is still going north. He made a turn toward the bridge, —_ 
crossed Caney, and at first made me believe he had crossed, but my —_ 
_ cavalry has followed him 8 miles above the bridge, and he is still go- 

_ ing and gaining on us. It is impossible to catch him with infantry, 

and TI have only 750 cavalry. He has about 1,500 men and 4 guns. 

I have captured 2 guns, one of them navy; wounded about 60, 
killed about 12, and captured 2. Colonel Shanks, First Missouri 
Eerel) Cavalry, has his leg amputated. My loss, 1 killed, 16 

wounded. My infantry has not touched him since the first day, 
7 
: 


though I have pressed them to the utmost. Many are reported sun- 
struck ; their shoes are many of them soaked to pieces going through 
mud and swamps, and some of them left their rations on the first 
battle-field. Neither my cavalry nor artillery horses have had a 
feed of grain since we started, and some of the artillery are unshod. 
Finding it impossible to catch him, and fearing to be drawn too far 
north, | have determined to return, and expect to be at Clarendon 
to-morrow, 29th, before noon. Please send boats for the troops with 
rations and forage. 

2.15 p. m.—Shelby may cross the bayou still farther up, and may 
go on north; in any case, he should be attacked from Missouri. My 
cavalry will keep up the gare as long as they will let them, prob- 
ably all day to-day, and then come in to Clarendon. 

KE. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Col. W. D. GREEN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of Arkansas. 


DEVALL’s BLUFF, ARK., 
June 29, 1864—8.20 p. m. 
CoLONEL: I have just arrived. My troops are en route and will 
arrive here in the course of the night, as the boats can get in. Do 
ou wish any of my troops to come to Little Rock ; if so, what part? 
lease answer this to-night, as they are loading the cars with stores. 
My cavalry left a point 8 miles above Bayou De View bridge last night 
at 12 o'clock. Shelby passed there yesterday morning; had aban- 
doned a wagon, sponge staff, and some harness. That point is fully 
40 miles from Clarendon: His artillery had not yet crossed the 
bayou, but some of his troopshad. Tyler, Platte Valley, and Gladi- 
ator, with bearer of dispatches, left Clarendon at 5 o’clock this morn- 
ing for down river. Emma No, 2 is to leave here for Memphis in an 


hour. What news? z 
EK. A. CARR, 
Brigadier-General, 


Col. W. D. GREEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


 gtath Ilinots Infantry. ~~ : 
Hpgrs. 126TH Reet. ILLINoIs VOL, INFANTRY, 
5 PS ae See ae ae Devall’s Bluff, Ark., July 10, 1864. 

- Sr: I have the honor to make the following report of the partici- 
ation of the battalion of the One hundred twenty-sixth Regiment of 
[linois Infantry Volunteers, composed of Companies. A, | B, D, E 
_F,G,H, and I, which I commanded, in the skirmish at Clarendon, 

Ark., Sunday, June 26, 1864, while accompanying the ex edition of 
Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr, to dislodge a rebel force under Shelby: The — 
battalion debarked from the transport Platte Valley at Clarendon, 
Ark. (on White River), at 8.30 a. m., June 26, which I immediately — 
formed, and after waiting a short time (apparently for the debar- — 
kation of the light battery), upon receiving orders from Colonel — 
Graves, chief of infantry, I marched it by the left flank, preceded — 
by the battalion of the Fifty-fourth Regiment Illinois Veteran In- ~ 
fantry Volunteers, and immediately succeeded by the six-gun battery — 
(D), Second Regiment Missouri Artillery Volunteers, and after mov- — 
ing in a northeasterly direction about three-fourths of a mile again 
came into line of battle in the same relative order, within supporting 
distance of a force of cavalry engaging the enemy’s skirmishers, which 
had previously been advanced and deployed as skirmishers to ascer- 
. tain and feel his position. Upon receiving orders, | immediately 
= deployed Company E, Capt. L. W. Beal commanding, covering the. 
| front of the battalion in reserve, which was promptly advanced to 
relieve the cavalry skirmishers of the Eleventh Missoust Volunteers in 
our front, who then repaired to form upon the left flank, which rested 
upon the swamp enmargining Bayou Cache (which seemed to reg- 
ulate the movement). At 10a.m., or after Company E had been 
engaged about twenty minutes, Company D was deployed and ad- 
vanced to re-enforce them upon the skirmish line, when a general 
advance was ordered of the supporting line, the battalion moving 
simultaneously, halting at intermitting intervals to successively keep 
in sustaining distance and give the skirmishers an opportunity to 
dislodge and force back the enemy. Soon afterward the enemy 
opened upon our line with a battery of artillery nearly confronting 
our (central) position, thereby indicating a resolution of arresting 
our further advance ; but our skirmishers, not thus diverted or intim- 
idated, but stimulated with increased vigilance and activity, pressed 
steadily onward, sustained by a long line of equally gallant and 
energetic companies among the several battalions and detachments, 
seconded by a brisk reponse from Captain Schaerft’s Battery (D), 
Second Missouri Artillery, soon convinced our adversaries their 
attempt to withstand our advance might jeopardize their position or 
forces, so he seemed thenceforward to contest the position with as 
much persistence as practicable, with his available skirmish force 
gradually retiring. At nearly 12 m., upon theright platoon of Com- 
pany D rejoining the reserve line, I immediately tonlayen Company 
A, Lieut. Allen H. Morgan commanding, and advanced it to replace 
the skirmishers returned and sustain those engaged ; but soon after 


“ 


meas Mi lass wo lsia a ie ie of FRE Ne, 
unre iis S, ‘ * ph git Se Payee 


it had arrived upon and re-enforced the skirmish line, the rebel com- 
mander, having preon withdrawn most of his baggage, made 
& precipitate withdrawal of his forces from the front of our skir- 


under the fire, driving ition 


_ where we en the 


eral) force had to approach them through the open and nearly level 
elds which thus gave the assailants th segleetion.* seats 
* * * * ok * ” * 
E. M. BEARDSLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


Capt. C. H. DyEr, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., District of Little Rock. 


i 
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No. 6. 
Report of Lieut. Commander S. Ledyard Phelps, U. S. Navy.t 


U. S. Gun-BoaT HASTINGS, 
Mouth of White River, June 28, 1864. 

GENERAL: I wrote to you a very hasty line last night to send up 
by the New Missouri. My informant in regard to the affair at Clar- 
endon states that on Friday rebel pickets occupied his premises ; 
that the soldiers stated that at early daylight they fired upon the 
Queen City at close quarters, disabling her ; that while taking off 
her guns, of which they had removed three, with some ammunition, 
the gun-boats from Devall’s Bluff came down and forced them to 
burn the Queen City. My informant heard the firing at daylight ; 
also when the gun-boats came down from above ; also much of that 
day, and considerable firing occurred on Saturday and Sunday. 

There are'three of the light gun-boats at the Bluff. Now, not one 
of them has been below Clarendon since the 24th, when the Queen 
City was captured. 

I buried a sailor found floating in the river. Put these facts 
together and the case looks bad, especially when we remember Mar- 
maduke’s movements, and I have considered it my duty to present 
the case to you as I see it, believing that thus far the enemy has held 
good the blockade of the river. There is but one other supposition, 
which is, that he has made so much of a demonstration against De- 
vall’s Bluff that the gun-boats are absolutely required for its defense. 


* List of casualties (omitted) reports 4 wounded. 
+ See also Phelps’ report to Rear-Admiral Porter, Annual Report of the Sccretary 
of the Navy, December 5, 1864. 


ed | 
the way. Two transports 
I get positive information 


+ 


S.’L. PHELPS,: 


‘Brig. Gen. N. B. BUFORD, 
Commanding District of Helena. 


~ 


No. 7%. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, C. S. Army, commanding 
forces of Northern Arkansas, of operations June 19-30. 


Hpagrs. CONFED. FoRcES OF NORTHERN ARKANSAS, 
June 24, 1864. 


CoLONEL: Since my last communication, under date of the 13th 
instant, nothing of particular interest has transpired until to-day. 

On the 19th, I moved from my camp on White River, 7 miles be- 
low Augusta, and crossed Cache River by 10 o’clock next day. After 
lying in my camp near that stream until 1 o’clock on the morning 
of the 20th, I moved as rapidly as the nature of the roads would 
permit in the direction of Clarendon. I arrived within 2 miles of 
that place yesterday about 2 p.m. Here I ascertained that there 
was a gun-boat stationed at Clarendon, guarding the river from that 
point up to Devall’s Bluff. I succeeded in keeping my movements 
concealed from the enemy, and about 12 0’clock last night moved my 
brigade into town and took position on the bank of the river a dis- 
tance of about 200 yards from the boat. I remained quietly in this 
position until 4 o’clock this morning, when I commenced the attack. 
The boat stationed at this point was the Queen City (gun-boat No. 
26), mounting nine guns and manned by a crew of 65 men. She 
was clad with iron one and a quarter inches in thickness. After 
a sharp cannonade of about twenty minutes’ duration I was gratified 
by the sight of a white flag. I ordered them to bring her ashore, 
which was immediately done with our assistance, as she was so dis- 
abled that she could not obey the order without aid from us. Her 
armament was as follows: Four 32-pounders, four 24-pounders, and 
one 12-pounder, We removed one 24-pounder and one 12-pounder, 
when we scuttled and burned her. ; 

In a short time three more gun-boats made their appearance, which 
we immediately engaged. Two of them succeeded in passing, while 
the other remained above our battery, and thus subjected us toa 
cross-fire, which was very harassing. After an engagement of an 


hour and a half I withdrew my forces to my former camp, some 2 . 


miles from town, After my withdrawal from the river the enemy, 


with their usual spirit of vandalism, took revenge for the loss of 
their boat by burning all the private and public buildings in Claren- 


don which were not protected by my sharpshooters. I purpose 
moving into town to-night and throwing up temporary earth-works. 


Lieutenant-Commander. — . 


ight or ten days longer and 
this river. I shall keep 


T am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee EA 32 Areas 
. ter-Gener uma - 
Lieut. Col. J. F. Beiron, ve 3s tase es a 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas. 


Ot 


Hpqgrs. ConFeD. Forces or NORTHERN ARKANSAS, 
June 29, 1864, 

GENERAL: On the 19th instant [ took up the line of march for 
Clarendon and proceeded as rapidly as the nature of the roads would 
permit until I arrived within 2 miles of that point. Here I learned 
that the U. 8. steamer Queen City (gun-boat No. 26) was stationed 
there, protecting transports in the navigation of White River to 
Devall’s Bluff. I immediately threw out my pickets and remained 
there until midnight of the 23d instant, when I moved my whole 
command into town and took position on the river bank about 100 

ards from the boat. About 4 a.m. on the 24th, I opened fire on 

er and notified her commander of my approach and intentions, 
After a sharp engagement of about twenty minutes she struck her 
colors and surrendered with all on board. She was clad with iron 
14 inches thick, and was manned by acrew of 65 men. Her arma- 
ment was as follows: Four 32, four 24, and one 12 pounder. I re- 
moved one 24 and one 12 pounder, besides some fifty stand of small- 
arms, a large amount of ammunition and commissary supplies, then 
scuttled and burned her. In a short time three more gun-boats 
made their appearance, which we immediately engaged. After a 
fierce cannonade of an hour and a half two of them succeeded in 
passing below our battery, while the other remained above, thus 
subjecting us to a cross-fire, which was very harassing. Finding 
that I could do them no more damage, I withdrew my command a 
distance of about 2 miles. Desultory firing continued all day be- 
tween the gun-boats and my sharpshooters. The Tyler, the most 
formidable boat in the White River fleet, was so much injured that 
she was compelled to return to Devali’s Bluff that night, and another 
(the No. 30) was towed off by her comrade (the No. 36), being 
unable to get off without assistance. Early the next morning they 
sent down a force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery numbering 
about 4,000 men. I engaged them at once and succeeded in punish- 
ing them severely ; but finding they were too strong for me, I with- 


: foe Ds View. aited their attack, which was soo 
made, and I succeeded in checking them. They fell back an 
~ allowed me to quietly cross the bayou. My horses are in a jaded 
condition, and I am now in camp at De Gray’s, resting and recruit- — 
A Ss tfully - obedient servant 3 gots 
‘ee ‘er , your obedien . a 
ee JO, 0, SHELBY, =. 4 
‘ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 4s 
Acting Brigadier-General ADAMS, _ 
Commanding Northern Sub-District of Arkansas. 


Hpers. ConFED. Forces oF NORTHERN ARKANSAS, 
June 30, 1864. 


CoLoNEL: My last communication of June 24 had scarcely been 
started to you, and my men had scarcely thrown up a dozen rifle- ~~ 

its, when eleven transports, convoyed by four gun-boats, landed at 

larendon and put on shore 4,000 troops of all arms and hurried for- __ 
ward to engage mé. I immediately took position just without gun- 
boat range and fought them stubbornly for three hours. Three 
times they were driven back to the river, and three times they came 
back again heavily re-enforced. I was unwilling to a a con-. 
test at odds so great, and gradually withdrew from the field where 
my men had exhibited such high and heroic courage. They followed 
Siiday long, not furiously as I have seen them, but steadily and 
tenaciously. I fought them every 100 yards for 10 miles, and en- 
camped at dark 16 miles from Clarendon. My ever-tried and trusty 
scouts soon brought me intelligence that a large body of cavalry 
had landed at Rock Roe Ferry, on White River, 10 miles below 
Clarendon, and was marching up a road that immediately gained 
my rear. I started from camp immediately and passed this road 
before the Federals got to my line of retreat, thus leaving their whole 
force behind me, where I could bid them a stern defiance. About 9 
a.m, of the 27th, they attacked me again vigorously and followed 
me5dor 6 miles. I got tired very soon of their continued onsets, and 
forming my brigade in a strong position I charged them in turn 
with two regiments, and drove them back 3 miles in great confusion, 
they leaving guns, hats, clothing, and other evidences of a panic 
scattered all along their route. They followed me no longer, and I 
quietly crossed Bayou De View, and am now resting my tired and 
terribly jaded horses. 

In the heavy and continuous fighting of three days my brigade has 
lost some of its best and bravest men, who have borne the rugged 
scars of three wounds—men who would follow me booted and spurred 
mto eternity. The loss of the Federals in the two days’ fighting I 
can safely put down at 250 killed and wounded ; 30 will cover my 
entire loss, but the most of these can never be replaced in this world. 
eed _my wounded I am sorry to mention the brave Col. D. 
Shanks.* 

In the engagement with the three gun-boats—the Tyler, No. 36, 
and the [No. ] 30—the Tyler had to go back for repairs, and the | No. ] 


* Some irrelevant matter here omitted. 
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ieut. Col. J. F. Beiron, Rent aaee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Arkansas. _ 


me JUNE 24, 1864,—Affair near Fayetteville, Ark. ee 
g Report of Col. M. La Rue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry 
ae ee (Union). es 


ree 


i = . 4 > 


— OnFriday, 24th instant, Buck Brown, with over 200 men, madea _ 
raid on our mule herd, which was grazing 3 miles north of town, a 
scattering the guard, killing 2 soldiers, 1 negro; capturing 1 man, 
with whole herd, about 240 mules. The moment the alarm was ~ 
given two columns were started in pursuit, but being mostly dis- — ~ 
mounted, could not overtake him. e marched 40 miles after cap- 
turing the herd, and is reported to be near Maysville. Major Gallo- 
way was sent out six days ago to operate with some Indians nearthe | 
line in driving Brown from the country; Brown took advantage of 

his absence with most of our mounted [force] and ran around him, 
— coming back this way and capturing the mules. 

5 M. LA RUE HARRISON, 
iz Colonel, Commanding. 
Brigadier-General SANBORN. . - 


JUNE 25, 1864.—Skirmish at Rancho Las Rinas, Tex. 
REPORTS. 


; No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Francis J. Herron, U. 8. Army, commanding forces on the Rio 
Grande. 


No, 2.—Col. John S. Ford, Second Texas Cavalry, commanding expeditionary 
forces. 


No. 1, 


Reports of Maj. Gen, Francis J. Herron, U. S. Army, commanding 
forces on the Rio Grande. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEX., June 26, 1864—1 p. m. 
GENERAL: My picket on the river 30 miles above this place was 
attacked by 250 rebels last evening and driven in. Our loss is from 
15 to 20 killed and wounded; rebel loss about the same. Captain 
Temple, First Texas Cavalry, is among the wounded, It seems to 


about 1,800 


cks is about 1,8 
San Antonio state tha 


Brig. 7 Gen. W1LLIAM DWIGHT, 
Chief of Staff, New Orleans. 


Hpgrs. U. 8S. ForcEs ON THE Rio GRANDE, 
Brownsville, Tex., July 2, 1864. - 


GENERAL: Just before the sailing of the last steamer I telegraphed 


you of the attack upon my pickets by General Ford’s advance. Our — 
oss in the affair will amount to 30, of whom 2 were killed, 5 wounded, 
and the balance captured. The rebel loss was 1 captain (Dunn) and 
4 men killed, 1 heutenant and 11-men wounded. After dispers- 
ing this picket Ford pushed forward to within 5 miles of Browns- 
ville, nl then attempted to cut off communication with Brazos. 
This I had provided against, and he failed. After remaining one 
day he fell back and is now at Edinburg, his pickets being 30 miles 
above this on the river. His force was well mounted, but indiffer- 
ently armed, Their intention is to remain at Ringgold Barracks 
and Edinburg until re-enforcements now on the way arrive. I have 
just received information that McManus, who has been operating 
for me at Pedras Negras, organized a company of refugees and cap- 
tured Eagle Pass. He destroyed a considerable amount of cotton 
and goods going in, and captured several prominent rebels who have 
been foremost in hunting down and killing Union men on their way 
out. When last heard from, he was still holding Eagle Pass, and 
had started a small force to Fort Inge to capture the small garrison 
at that place and destroy a large train going in with goods. Ford 
will undoubtedly send sufficient force to compel him to fall back into 
Mexico. Nothing specially new from the interior of Texas. Refu- 
gees coming out report large amounts of cotton on the way to Mex- 
ico. The health of the troops at this point is quite good. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
F. J. HERRON, 
: Major-General. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DwiIGHr, 
Chief of Staff. 


No, 2. 
Report of Col. John 8. Ford, Second Texas Cavalry, commanding 
expeditionary forces. 
LINGGOLD BARRACKS, July 2, 1864. 
GENERAL : I have the honor to report that from Young’s Rancho 
: N & . 7 : ] 
I moved to Charles Saltman’s Ranch, of Santa Rosa, via Tampacuas, 


titlo, thence to Como se Llama to form a junction — 

b Lieutenant-Colonel Showalter. We remained at that’ point a 

lay to dry beef, and selected the best horses, sending the others to 

_ Edinburg under Captain Davis. We then moved to the Paso del 

Gigante, on the Arroyo Colorado, and thence to the road from Rio 

Grande ee Brownsville, striking it between the Carricitos and 

_ the Rucias Ranches, 24 miles from Brownsville, about 10 a. m. on — 

_ the 25th day June. Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher was sent with a small 

_ party to reconnoiter the Carricitos Ranch. Meantime some Mexi-— 

cans were captured, and previous information of the locality of the 

enemy verified. I immediately moved upon the rancho of Las Ru- 

_ cias by an obscure trail through the chaparral, and arrived within 

a few hundred yards of the enemy without being discovered. They 

had no pickets on the Brownsville end of the road. Captain Dunn 

was sent forward with a small party to feel of the enemy, and found 

them much nearer than was anticipated. A brisk fire was opened, 

and Captain Dunn charged upon largely superior numbers. e fell 

_ yery soon. Capt. Cristoval enact had his horse killed under 

him, Lieutenant Gardiner, of the artillery, also; Sergeant Cockerel, 

_ of Showalter’s command, and Hijenio Sanchez, of Benavides’ bat- 

- talion, were killed. Colonel Showalter promptly gs ices the ad- 

~ yance, and carried his men into action gallantly. The Yankees oc- 

' cupied the jacals (Mexican houses), a large brick building, and 
fought from the cover of a large pile of bricks. They also had the 
advantage of heavy fences. Very soon after Showalter engaged, 
Cater’s and Benavides’ battalions were led in, and the Yankees were 
driven from all their covers. They fell back to the bank of a large 
laguna, and maintained a heavy fire, which was replied to, but with 
little effect. I directed Capt. Refugio Benavides to lead his battalion 
behind a fence to the bank of the laguna and turn the right flank 
of the enemy and command the ground in rear of the houses. He 
misunderstood the order, and moved to the extreme right and at- 
tempted to turn their left flank by two charges on horse, which were 
not effective, because he could not enter the laguna, Showalter and 
Cater charged them in front on foot, and was joined by Benavides, 
whose command dismounted. Thirty-six of the enemy surrendered, 

A good many escaped across the laguna, many of them wounded. 
Some of them crossed the Rio Grande and secreted themselves in 
the cane. The force of the enemy was over 100, and consisted of 
Companies A and C of Davis’ renegade cavalry, commanded by 
Captain Temple. We had the advantage in numbers, having about 
250 engaged out of 400, but they had it greatly in arms and position. 
Their loss was some 20 killed, 10 or 12 wounded, and 36 prisoners. 
Those wounded in the laguna were drowned. Lieutenant Zoeller is 
said by the prisoners to have beenkilled. Captain Temple left early, 
The prisoners are nearly all renegades, and had been made to believe 
they would receive no quarter, and hence their desperate resistance. 

Our loss was 3 killed and 4 wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel Show- 
alter, Capt. Refugio Benavides, and Captain Cater acted well. 
Capt. Cristoval Benavides, Captain Ferrill, and Lieutenant Gardiner 
deserve credit for gallant conduct. Lieutenant Coulter, of Capt. 
Theodore Anderson’s company, Cater’s battalion, was wounded in 
the last charge in front of the line. All acted well. Gidding’s bat- 
talion did not reach the scene of action until the skirmish had almost 
closed. They were formed and led in, but found but little to do. 

We captured 2 wagons and teams complete, 28. horses, which were 


a oe 


~ destruction of private property. 


~ Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher, Major Blucher, Ca tain Fry, assistant = 
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Duggan acted on my staff, and ~ 


Garcia evinces considerable demoralization among the renegades. — 
Six companies of Davis’ regiment have embarked for New Orleans. 
The letter of Captain Temple shows the insubordination produced 
by the order to leave Texas. : 

I should have remained on the Arroyo Colorado could I have sub- 
sisted the men and horses. Between the Arroyo and Brownsville 
there is no grass. I shall move below within a few days. 

I should do injustice to the dead were I to close-this report with- 
out paying a tribute to the worth and memory of a gallant soldier. 
Capt. James Dunn was one of Jack Hays’ rangers, and served his 


country long and faithfully. In every position he occupied he did ~ 


his duty. He was brave, efficient, and reliable, and died nobly at 
the post of honor, in front of a headlong charge. The accompany- 
ing map was drawn by Major Blucher. His accurate inowlenes of 
the country enabled him to render invaluable aid in determining the 
line of march. The intention to maneuver and get between the 
pickets and Brownsville was carried out: 
I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 
JOHN 8S. FORD, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. J. EK. SLAUGHTER, 
Chief of Staff, Houston, Tex. 


JUNE 26, 1864.—Affair near the Sedalia and Marshall Road, Mo. 


Report of Col. George H. Hall, Fourth Missouri State Militia 
Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST AND SECOND SuB-DIsTRICTS, 
Sedalia, Mo., June 26, 1864, 
CapTaIn: Capt. Joseph Parke, Company BE, Fourth Cavalry, 
Missouri State Militia, found 7 bushwhackers, wearing the red badge 
on their hats, in the heavy brush, about 14 miles east of the road 
leading from Sedalia to Marshall, while he was with his men dis- 
mounted scouring the brush. It was north of the Blackwater. He 


) musket, 


vusket, and 1 revol | 
~The brush Captain Par 
on Greg 


GEORGE H. HALL, 


Col. Fourth Cav., Mo. 8S. M., Comdg 1st and 2d Sub-Dists. 
_ Capt. James H. Sreczr, ‘ “3 
P Assistant Adjutant-General, Warrensburg, Mo. ee 


‘ JUNE ; 27-28, 1864.— Affairs near Dunksburg, Mo. _ 
_ Report of Capt. William B. Ballew, Seventh Missouri State Militia 


; Hpgrs. Co. K, SEVENTH Missourr Strate MiuitiA Cav., 
Warrensburg, Mo., July 2, 1864. 

CoLonsL: I have the honor to report the result of my scout, which 
returned to camp on the 1st July, 1864. On the evening of the 27th 
June, I received an order to take command of 50 men and proceed 
to Kirkpatrick’s Mill, near the La Fayette County line, and when 
I arrived at Knobnoster I learned that there had been a squad of 
guerrillas near Dunksburg in the morning of that day, and some of 
the citizens had engaged them in fight, which resulted in the death 
of 2 citizens, to wit, McGuire and Bales. The rebels from Dunks- 
burg left in a southward direction. I came on their trail about 3 
miles south of Dunksburg, and trailed them through the timber, 
brush, and prairie for some 18 miles, and came on them about 3 P. m. 
on the evening of the 28th June. Had a sharp fight with them, 
which routed the guerrillas, and they broke for the headwaters of 
Big Muddy. William H. Crawford, a private of Company K, 
Seventh Cavalry, Missouri State Militia, when I ordered a charge 
upon the enemy, he being mounted on a swift horse, ran ahead of 
my command and shot 1 rebel dead, and then aimed to change his 
position and ran in front and into the rebels, and lost his life, As 
the rebels retreated they passed a widowed lady’s house by the name 
of Cooper, and as they ran through the lane they shot 2 of her sons, 
killing 1 and wounding mortally, as I suppose, another. I ran them 
for about 2 miles across a prairie until they struck Muddy Creek 
timber. I then dismounted my command and deployed them as 
skirmishers, and followed them for some distance, capturing frag- 
ments of horse equipments, overcoats, letters, pictures of their 
friends, &c. In this connection it is proper to mention the coolness, 
bravery. and valuable service rendered my scout by my guide, Will- 
iam E. Chester, citizen of Knobnoster, and also Those Foster. I 
then returned to the battle-ground in search of my soldier who was 
killed, and after search of several hours concluded he was captured. 

I then struck the trail again, and followed them to the west prong 
of Post Oak Creek, and lost the trail and gave up the chase, and 
returned to camp at Warrensburg, Mo., on the Ist July, 1864. Dis- 
tance traveled, 150 miles, 
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= ne eihat they would feed no Black Republicans ; but said they — 


place. M outs all conducted themselves well, and Lieutenant — 
aie of Pepany B, Seventh Missouri State Militia Cavalry, ren- — 
dered me valuable assistance bole on the march me in pe fig - ~< 
Pts the honor, colonel, to remain, your obedient servant, ~ 
wea ta -’ WILLIAM B. BALLEW,- — 
Capt. Co. K, Seventh Mo. State Militia Cav., Comdg. Scout. _ 
Col. J. PHYELIRS eee ee ; 
Seventh Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 


DO rua OY cota Pashia tk Coyle 


JUNE 27-29, 1864.—Scout from Brownsville, Ark. 
Report of Col. Oliver Wood, Twenty-second Ohio Infantry. 


BROWNSVILLE, June 29, 1864—7.30 p. m. 

Captain Miller has just returned from a scout in the vicinity of 
Saint Charles, and reports the country full of bushwhackers and 
Confederate soldiers; did not discover more than 40 in‘ any one band, 
There does not seem to be any organized force between the rivers, 
but if the men were organized in a body they could give us some 
trouble while so many of our forces are away. Fagan was reported 
at Monticello on Sunday, Marmaduke on Red Fork, and Cabell 15 
miles from Monticello, toward the Arkansas River. All of their 
commands were preparing to move at that time ; destination said to 
be Pine Bluff. Have sent scouts this evening toward Searcy, Peach 
Orchard Gap, and Springfield. 

O. WOOD, 


Colonel. 
Capt. C. H. Dysr, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Little Rock. 


a Soon Tnion Troops, Colored, 6th (7th t) Regimen 4 
a fissouri Troops Union, 7th Regimen’, Provisional 
zs “Enrolled Mili At ogy ocd ee 
Allen’ fbiisu's (B. TP. etn (See Tomegene Confederate, 17 
* Paadexson's (Honry P.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Unio t 5 

_ Appleton’s (Edward L.) Artillery, See Union Troops, Regdlars, ‘Ast LBEE Bat- 


—sotery ‘L a 
P Arkansas Third Infantry, A.D. See Union Troops, Colored, 56th Regiment. z ‘ 
Arkansas Fourth Infantry, A.D. See Union Troops, Colored, 57th Regiment. ia 


Armmim’s (Franz W.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Baddeau’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Baddeau. 
Badger’s (Algernon 8.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 
_ Bagby’s (Arthur P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment. 
_Baldwin’s (Homer H.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Bat- aa 
tery G. 
Baldwin’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 83d Regiment. 
Ballew’s (William B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, State Mi- 
litia. 
Barnes’ (Ebenezer J.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Barnes’ (James) Artillery. See New York Troops, 21st Battery. 
Barnes’ (John IT, Mason) Artillery. See Oliver J. Semmes’ Artillery, post. 
Barris’ (Sampson P.) Infantry. See Missowri Troops, Union, 24th Regiment. 
Bass’ (Thomas C.) Cavalry. See Jexas Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment. 
Bassford’s (Abraham) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Battle’s (N. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment. 
Baumer’s (William) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 
' Baylor’s (George Wythe) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, 
Arizona Brigade. 
Beal’s (George L.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 29th Regiment. 
Beardsley’s (Ezra M.) Infantry. Sce Illinois Troops, 126th Regiment. 
Bechand’s (Adolph) Cavalry. See /Ilinois Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Becht’s (John C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Beebe’s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Jilinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Benavides’ (Cristoval) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 
Benavides’ (Refugio) Cavalry. See Teras Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment, 
Benjamin’s (Joseph) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 
Bennett's (Maunsel) Artillery. See I’. M. Boone’s Artillery, post. 
Benton’s (Thomas H., jr.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 29th Regiment. 
Benton’s (Thomas 0.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 
Bering’s (Jobn a, ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 48th Regiment. 


* References, unless otherwise it indics ated, are to index: following. 
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ar D.) Artillery. Sint ory Cann me 
Bery’s (Adolph) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, U 
‘Black’s (Thomas G.) Cavalry.. See Missouri Troops, Tnion, 3 ae 
Blair’s (William D.) Cavalry. ‘See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, ‘State Mi 
‘Blanchard’s (Justus W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 162d Eyinmt = 
- Blinn’s (Charles D.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 13th Regiment. — 
z: Blocher's (William D.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Cone Ue 
Blunt's Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See 
 Boone’s (R. M.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate.” 
- Booth’s (Lionel F.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops, CSiored: 6th (7th) Regiment. 
 Breese’s (Sidney A.) Cavalry.. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 3 rt 
~ Brooks’ (Iverson L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 
Brown’s (Albert H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 96th Regiment. 
-Brown’s (Alexander Don) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 
Brown’s (George R.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 9th Battery. 
Brown’s (John G.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Brown's (Lyman W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment, 
Brown’s (R.R.) Cavalry. See Texas Tr oops, Confederate. : 
Buchanan's Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Buckapaie 
Buchel's (A.) Cavalry, See Texas ‘Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 
Buehler’s (Theodore E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 67th Regiment. 
Burbridge’s (John Q.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Burch’s (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment; State AGG. 
Burdett’s (John A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 77th Regiment. 
Burdsal’s (Caleb S.) Artillery. See William D. McLain’s Artillery, post. 
Burford’s (N.M.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 
Burris’ (Milton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 
Bush’s (Louis) Cavalrys See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment. 
Byrne’s (James J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 18th Regiment. 
Caldwell’s Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion (State). 
Caldwell’s (Joseph W.) Cavalry. See Jowa Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Callahan’s (Charles M.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. : 
Calloway’s (William ©.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment. = 
Cameron’s (Hugh) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Campbell’s (Albert H.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Campbell’s (Alexander J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. 
Campbell's (L. A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment (Greene’s). 
Campbell's (William T.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Carey’s (Asa B.) Cavalry.* See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Carmichael’s (Eagleton) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Carr’s (Gouverneur) Infantry. See New York Troops, 165th Regiment. 
Carroll's (J. A.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 29th Regiment. 
Cassairt’s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 
Cassidy’s (James) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 
Casteel’s (T.C.) Cavalry, See A. 8. Dobbin’s Cavalry, post. 
Castle’s (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 
Cater’s (T.A.) Cavalry. (Official designation not of roeon, ) See ZT. A. Cater. 
Chadwick's (John C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 92d Regiment. 
Chapman’s (G. W.) Cavalry. See Tetras Tr oops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 
Chicago Mercantile Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley’s Artillery, post. 
Chisum’ 8 8 (Isham) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, € onfederate, 2d Hegimont, Partisan. 


t “‘Tempors arily comm anding g. 


E " Cockefair's (James M.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 3d Battery. <8 
_ Cole's (Elisha) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Baler =A: 


an OOP W's brettpte AP 


A Bes ao York pe Od Boyiment (Veteran) . 
Clark’s (George W. ) try. See Towa Troops, 34th Ranneak Sea ae ee 
_ Cobb's (John H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment g ers! 


Coleman’s (Charles F.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Coleman’s (W.0.) Partisans. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 


Collins’ (Richard A. ) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 


Cone’s (Pinckney S.) Artillery, See Charles G. Cooley’s Artillery, post. 

Connell’s (John) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Conrady’s (Howard C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 173d Regiment. 

Cook's (Joseph J.) Heavy Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Evga 

Cooley’s (Charles G.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops. 

Copeland’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See —— — Copeland. 

Cornay’s (Florian O. ) Artillery. See Saint Mary’s Cannoneers, post. 

a d@’ Afrique, Third Engineers. See Union Troops, Colored, 97th Regiment, In- 
antry. 

oe @’ Afrique, Fifth Engineers. See Union Troops, Colored, 99th Regiment, In- 
antry. 

Corps d’ Afrique, First Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 73d Regiment, 

Corps d'Afrique, Third Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 75th Regiment. 

Corps d’Afrique, Twelfth Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 84th Regiment. 

Corps d’ Afrique, Twentieth Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 91st Regiment. 

Corps d'Afrique, Twenty-second Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 92d Regi- 
ment. » 

Corrin’s (James H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 84th Regiment. 

Cortright’s (J.S.) Artillery. See W. M. Hughey’s Artillery, post. 

Cosgrove’s (John) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 

Cowan’s (John) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 19th Regiment. 

Cowdrey’s (Samuel) Infantry. See New York Troops, 162d Regiment. 

Crabtree’s (Benjamin F,) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment 
(Greene's). 

Crandall’s (Eli J.) Infantry. See Linn County Enrolled Militia, post. 

Crane’s (Leroy A.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Craven's (Hervey) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 89th Regiment. 

Crawford’s (Samuel J.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment, Colored. 

Crawford's (William A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Crebs’ (John M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Creitz’s (William F.) Artillery.* See William I. Creitz. 


. Crescent Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 


Crescent Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Creuzbaur’s (Edmund) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Crocker’s (Benjamin F'.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Cumming’s (P. W. H.) Infantry. See Missowri Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment 
( Lewis’). 

Cummins’ (William T.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 19th Regiment. 

Curran’s (Sterrit M.) Cavalry. - See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Currie’s (Leonard D. H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 133d Regiment. 

Curtis’ (Oscar H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Daly’s (Andrew) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Daniel’s (James M.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 7 

Davidson’s (George B.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Davie's (James M.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 36th Regiment. 

Davis’ Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See - Davis. 


* Improvised, 


sb et (William) Cavalry See New York Dione 
Dawson’ 8 (C. L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment, 
‘Dawson's (William) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia 
‘Debray’s (X. B.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 
De Camp’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 130th Regiment. 
De Hart’s (William M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 46th Regiment. 
De Morse’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 29th Fes inets 
Dengler’s (Adolph) Infantry. See Illinois Trvops, 43d Regiment. 
Dillon’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Zowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 
- Dobbin’s (A.S.) Cavalry. ‘See drkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Dockery’s (Thomas P.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 19th Brerix 
Dodd's (Theodore H.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Doran’s (Felix W.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 35th Regiment. 
Downing’s (Jacob) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. S 
Drake’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 36th Regiment. : % 
Draper’s (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 9th Regiment, State Militia. SS 


oglu iy 


~~ Duncan’s (William M.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 18th Regiment. PS Pains 2 
4 Dunn’s (Clark) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. _ : S 
‘ Dunscomb’s (Leander 8S.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d ee . s 
Dyer’s (Isaac) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 15th Regiment. “2 
Eads’ (James D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia, : : 
Hayre’s (George 8.) Artillery. See William D. McLain’s Artillery, post. 2 


Eberhart’s (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Lowa Troops, 32d Regiment. 
' Edgar’s (William) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Elliott’s (Benjamin) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion. 

Bilis’ (Asa A.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Ellison’s (Jesse) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment (Kitchen’s). 

Emerson’s (Charles 8.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Espey’s (Hugh) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery. 

Etter’s (Chambers B.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Evans’ (G. W.) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See G. W. Evans. 

Everett's (Charles) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Ewing’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 

Faries’ (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Pelican Artillery, post. 

Faulkner’s (A. W.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment (Har- 
rison’s). 

Payth’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment (Gor- 
don’s). 

Pessenden’s (Francis) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Pischer’s (Waldemar) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 5th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Pisk’s (Julius G.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Piske's (William 0.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Pitzgerald’s (William J.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Pitzhugh’s (William) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment. 

Planders’ (George A.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Flournoy's (George) Infantry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment. 

Folsom’s (Simpson W.) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Choe- 
taw, 

Fontaine's (Henry B.) Artillery. See M. V. McMahan’s Artillery, post. 

Ford's (James H.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 


CONN ary 


_ eee (Elbert HL.) mee Bae Masse seltte bat 31st Reaimonts 


Up (John A.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d ees: Hone 


a (Henry) Artillery. See Rosweli W. Lee's Artillery, post. 

Foster’s (Everett W.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Regiment. oc ae 

Foster's (Jacob T.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Battery. — = 

‘Poster’s (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 128th Regiment. 

sees (Melville U.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, ‘State 

ilitia. 

Foust’s (Joseph) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, lst Regiment, Battery F. 

Fox’s (George W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 26th Battery. 

pag (Richard W,) Cavalry. See Headquarters Troops, Department of the Gulf, 
pos 

Freeman’s (Thomas R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Frisbie’s (Henry N.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 92d Regiment. 

Fristoe’s (E.T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Puller’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 75th Regiment. 

Fyan’s (Robert W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 24th Regiment. 

Gaither’s (B.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment. 

Gallagher’s (Andrew P.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Galloway’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Gano’s (Frank M.) Cavalry. See William G. Welch’s Cavalry, post. 

Garrett’s (John A.) Infantry. See Lowa Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Garrison’s (James H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Gaudet’s (Oscar) Artillery. See Pelican Artillery, post. 

Gauen’s (Jacob E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Gaul’s (Edward L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 159th Regiment. 

Geiger’s (Washington F.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Gibbons’ (William C.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment, Colored. 

Gibson’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Gibson. 

Gibson's (Hiram D.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 33d Regiment. 

Giddings’ (D. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 21st Regiment. 

Giddings’ (George H.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Gilbert’s (James I.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Gillett’s (L. E.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Ginn’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 3d Battery. 

Good's (Tilghman H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 47th Regiment. 

Gordon's (A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Gordon’s (B. Frank) Cavalry. * See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 

Gould’s (N. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 23d Regiment. 

Gravely’s (Joseph J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State 
Militia. 

Gray’s (Edmund B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Green’s (William A.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Greene’s (Colton) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Greene’s (Joseph E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Grinder’s (Eli D.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Grinsted’s (H. L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 

Gunning’s Cavalry. (Official designation not ofrecord.) See Major Gunning. 

Gunter’s (Thomas M.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Hackett’s (Jeremiah) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Haines’ (William W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery. 

Haldeman’s (Horace) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Hall’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State Militia, 

Hamilton's (Augustus H.) Infantry. See owa Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Hancock’s (Bradford) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Hardeman’s (W.P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, Ath Kegiment. 


pascere (William H. ) artiery. fee Ohio Tr roops, Od Baitery. pee Te 
- arrell’s (John M. ) Cavalry. ‘See Arkansas Troops, “Confederate. = as : 
- Harris’ (Simon) } Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Con, ifederate, 10th Regiment ( foore’ 
- Harris’ (8.8. ) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 3 
_ Harrison’s (M. La Rue) Cavalry. “See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st fepionena = 
- _Haskin’s (William L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Ast Regiment, Battery 
Hayes’ (Josiah E.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 12th Regiment. : =: 
Head's (J. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. Ba 
Headlee’s (Samuel W.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, Gth Begiuent; Provis- 

ional Enrolled Militia. . 
Headquarters Troops, Department of the Gulf, Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, ~— 


Union. es 2 
Healy’s (Robert W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 58th Regiment. : a 
Heath's (William H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment. + 
Hebard’s (George T.) Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 1st Battery. x 
Henderson's (Robert) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. — ~ 
Henry’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 89th Regiment. = 
Herbert's (P.T.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment. yy 
Hesseltine’s (Frank 8.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 13th Regiment. ee 


Hicks’ (William) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment. 

Higdon’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Higgenbotham’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 26th Regiment, 
Enrolled Militia. 

Hildreth's (James M.) Infantry. See Indiana Tr oops, 16th Regiment. 

Hill’s (John F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment. 

Hiller’s (Hiram M.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 

Minkle’s (Anthony) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Hinkle’s (William S.) Heavy Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Hodsdon’s (Alfred) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Howard's (George W.) Infantry. See Lowa Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Hoyt’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Hoyt’s (James J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 156th Regiment. 

Hubbard’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 30th Regiment. 

Hudson’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Hudson. 

Hughes’ (Eli) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia. 

Hughey's (W.M.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Huiskamp’s (Herman J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Human’s (William C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Mi- 
litia. 

Hume's (P.G.) Artillery. See Valverde Artillery, post. 

Humphrey’s (Benjamin T.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 

Humphrey's (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 95th Regiment. 

Hunter's (De Witt C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Hunter's (Joseph R.C.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Hutton’s (T. H.) Artillery. See Crescent Artillery, ante. 

Inwood’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See New York Tr oops, 165th Regiment. 

Irwin’s (Albert A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Re giment. 

Jacobs’ (Ferd. R.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Home Guards. 

Jacoby’s (Lawrence) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 1st Battery. 

Jeffers’ (William L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment, 

Jefferson's (John W. ) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Jenkins’ (Wilton A.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 


3 


_ Johns’ (Abijah) 


Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia. = 


_ Jones’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 78th Regiment. 


Jones’ (Warren C.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 14th Regiment. ieee 

Jumper’s (John) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Seminole. 

Kauffman’s (Albert B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

— (Solomon) Artillery. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home 
go =) 

Keeler’s (William B.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 35th Regiment. 


_ Kehoe’s (Miles) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 


Keigwin's (James) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Kelly’s (John H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Kelso’s (John R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 

Kershner’s (Philip) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 16th Regiment. 

King’s (E. T.) Artillery. See Siege Artillery, post. 

King’s (Ezra) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Kinney’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 119th Regiment. 

Kinsey’s (William B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 161st Regiment. 

Kirby’s (Byron) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Kirby’s (William A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 

Kitchen’s (Solomon G.) Cavalry. Seo Missouri Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment. 

Kittredge’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Klauss’ (Martin) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 1st Battery. 

Krez’s (Conrad) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Krumbhaar’s (W. Butler) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Land’s (George W.) Infantry. See /llinois Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Lane’s (J. L.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 

Lane’s (W.P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Partisans. 

Lawler’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Lawther’s (Robert R.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment. 

Lee’s (Roswell W.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Lennon’s (John A.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Leonard's (Joseph) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 96th Regiment. 

Lesueur’s (A. A.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis’ (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 176th Regiment. 

Likens’ (J. B.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 35th Regiment. 

Lindsey's (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 48th Regiment, 

Linn County Enrolled Militia. See Missouri Jroops, Union. 

Little’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Little. 

Little’s (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Mi- 
litia. 

Lockhart’s (John 0.) Artillery. See Samuel T. Ruffner’s Artillery, post. 

Looscan’s (Michael) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

Louisiana Seventh Infantry, A.D. See Union Troops, Colored, 64th Regiment. 

Love's (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 116th Regiment. 

Love's (Joseph B.) Cavalry. See Thomas R. Freeman’s Cavalry, ante. 

Lovejoy’s (George F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Luckett’s (P. N.) Infantry... See Texas Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Lynch’s (James R.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 48th Regiment. 

Lynde’s (Edward) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Lyne’s (W. H.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 6th Battery, 

Lyon’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See — Lyon. 

McCabe's (Francis) Cavalry. See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment, 

McCaleb’s (Hubert A.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored 5th (6th) Reg- 
iment. 


*Howitzer battery attached to. 


MoFerran’s (James) Cavalry A 
= litia, =4 : 
_ McIntyre’s (David C.) Gaveiny “Ske Towa aroone 1st Regiment. 
- Mackey’s (Cyrus H.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 33d Regiment. 
- Mcliain’s (William D.) Artillery. See Colorado Troops. — 
McLaughlin’s (John A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 47th oe 
McMahan’s (M. V.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 
McMurtrey’s (E.L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
McNeill’s (A.J.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 
McNeill’s (H.C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. . 
McNelly’s (L.H.) Cavalry. (Official designation not ofrecord.) See L. H. McNelly, 
McPhaill’s (H. A.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. : 
Madison’s (George T,) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment, Arizona Re 
Brigade. 
- Majors’ (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Nebraska Troops, 1st Regiment. 
= Manring’s (Maschil) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 56th Regiment. 
Mansfield’s (Carlos M.G.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Marks’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 18th Regiment. 
Marr’s (James) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 
Marsh’s (Benjamin F., jr.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Martin’s (L.M) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment, Pariloane. 
Mason’s (William B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 77th Regiment. 
Matthews’ (Luther J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 
Mattson’s (Hans) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Mayo’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Mayo. 
Melton’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Mercantile Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley’s Artillery, ante. 
Merriam’s (Jonathan) Infantry. See Jllinois Troops, 117th Regiment. 
Merrill’s Horse. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Cavalry. 
Milks’ (Henry B,) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia. 
Miller’s (Crill) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Partisan. 
Miller's (W. A.) Artillery. See W. M. Hughey’s Artillery, ante. 
Mississippi Second Heavy Artillery, A.D. ‘See Union Troops, Colored, 5th (6th) 
Regiment. 
s Mitchell’s (Barnett B.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Mitohell’s (Charles 8.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 
Mitchell’s (William B.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, Pro- 
visional Enrolled Militia. 
Molineux’s (Edward L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 159th Regiment. 
Monroe’s (George W.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 22d Regiment. 
Monroe’s (James C,) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 1st Legiment, 
Trans- Mississippi Department. 
Montgomery’s (Bacon) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 
Montgomery’s (William C.F.) Artillery. See Missouri Phen Union, 2d Regiment, 
Battery H. 
Moonlight’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 11th Regiment; also Kansas 
Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Moore’s (Calvin 8.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Militia, 
Moore’s (Ilenry) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Moore's (Henry D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, State Militia. 
Moore’s (James B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Taton: Ist Regiment, State Militia. 
Moore’s (William M.) Infantry. See Missouri Tr oops, Confederate, 10th Regiment. 


yiment. 
Dcateiry See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 2d Ragiment 
enry B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 114th Regiment. 
5 (William G.) Artillery. See Teras Troops, Confederate. eerie 
en’s (John W.) Kavaky. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Arizona 


Pantin of (Alexander W.) Cavalry. See Missouri aay, Union, 1st Regiment, State 
a. E 
he (George W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union; 6th “Regiment, “State 
ilitia. 
as s (Richard) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Untan: 5th Regiment, State Mi- 
Uta. 
-Murray’s (Charles D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 89th Regiment. 
ries (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 11th Regiment 
W : 
_ Musser’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment. 
_ Myers’ (J.J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 
= Nale’s (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 41st Regiment. — 
Nettles’ (T.D.) Artillery. See Valverde Artillery, post. ; 
Newbold’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Jowa Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Newlan’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 58th Regiment. 
New Orleans Second Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, Union. 
Wields’ (Benjamin) Artillery. See Delaware Troops, 1st Battery. 
Nims’ (Ormand F.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d (B) Battery. 
_ Norris’ (Hardman P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 
Norris’ (Wesley W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 43d Regiment. 
O’Brien’s (Martin E.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
O’Connell’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Ohr’s (Simon P.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 61st Regiment. 
Orr’s (William F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Owen’s (Julian D.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Pace’s (Lewis C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 
Parker’s (Wilson L.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 4th Regiment, State 
Militia. 
Parkhurst’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Patterson’s (William F.) Engineers. See Kentucky Troops, Union. 
Pearsall’s (Uri B.) Fifth Engineers, A.D. See Union Troops, Colored, 99th Regiment, 
Infantry. 
Pearsall’s (Uri B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 99th Regiment. 
Peck’s (Lewis M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 173d Regiment. 
Peetz’s (Charles) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery E. 
Pelican Artillery. Sce Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 
Perkins’ (Hiram E.)Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 73d Regiment. 
Perry’s (Oran) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 69th Regiment. 
Pettus’ (Allen T.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 
Pfeiffer's (Albert H.) Cavalry. See New Mexico Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Phelps’ (John E,) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Phillips’ (Charles E.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Phillips’ (Lazarus J.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Baitery Ty 
Phillips’ (Maxwell) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, Home Guards. 
Phillips’ (Richard L.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, Gth Regiment. 
Pickerell’s Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Pickerell. 
Pindall’s (L. A.) Sharpshooters. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 9th Battalion, 
Poe’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Poe, 
Poe's (James T.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 


\ See REY 


-) federa aE . 5 
ae (E. E., jt.) eae See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 24th Regi ent. 
 Potter’s Guerrillas. ((fficial designation not of record.) See — gee 
Potts’ (George) Artillery. See New York Troops, Q1st Battery. 
-Powell’s (James L.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d ion 
Pratt’s (J. H.) Artillery. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 
Prentice’s (William R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 161st Regiment. 
Preston’s (William J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, Ath Regiment 
(Burbridge’s). 
Preuitt’s (Valentine) Cavalry. Seé Missouri Tr oops, Union, 1st Regiment. 
Pritchard's (Jesse L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Pulver’s (Martin M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 91st Regiment. 
Pyron’s (Charles L.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, 
Rabb’s (John W.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 2d Battery. 3 
Rawles’ (Jacob B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery | G. ¥ 
Raynor’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 56th Regiment. 
Redfield’s (James H.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 16th Regiment. 
Reid’s (John B,) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 130th Regiment. 
Reves’ (Timothy) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. i 
Reynolds’ (Lemuel M, ) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Chick. 
asaw. 
Rice’s (Edward) Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 1st Battery. 
Richardson’s (James P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 38th Regiment. 
Richardson’s (S. J.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Riley’s (James) Indians. See Indian Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Choctaw and 
Chickasaw. 
Roberts’ (Dennis W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Robinson's (George D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 97th Regiment. 
Robinson’s (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 130th Regiment. 
Robinson's (John W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 56th Regiment. 
Rodgers’ (John I.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery C. 
Roe’s (Henry) Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley’s Artillery, ante. 
Rogers’ (Andrew W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 81st Regiment. 
Rogers’ (John B.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, State Militia. 
Ross’ (Edward) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Ruark’s (Ozias) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment, Slate Militia. 
Ruffner’s (Samuel T.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate. 
Rust’s (Henry, jr.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Rutherford’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment 
(Morgan’s), 
Ryan's (Abraham H.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 3a Regiment. 
Saint Martin's Siege Artillery. See Siege (King’s) Artillery, post. 
Saint Mary’s Cannoneers Artillery. See Louisiana Tr oops, Confederate. 
Salomon’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Sanborn’s (George L.) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Sargent’s (Lorenzo D. ) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Saufley’s (W.P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Partisan, 
Sayles’ (Frank) Cavalry. See Headquarters Tr oops, Department of the Gulf, ante. 
Scanland’s (John) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 
Schaerff’s (Charles) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery D, 
Scott’s (John) Infantry. See Iowa Tr oops, 32d Regiment. 


we 


i it a as | ee 


‘Searle’s (Elhanon J.) Infantry. See ae 

| Sears’ (Francis A.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 67th Regiment. a 

_ Semmes’ (Oliver J.) Artillery. Sco Confederate Troops, Regulars. “Se 

| Shanks’ (David) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment. 
_Shaver’s (R.G.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 27th and 38th Regiments. 
_ Shumate’s (Daniel) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 


rtt’s (Z. Confederate, 384 Regiment, yee 
Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 


Siege Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Simpson’s (J.) Infantry. See New Orleans Second Infantry, ante. 

Slemons’ (W.F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Smart's (John C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 90th Regiment. 

Smith’s (Dennis) Cavalry. See Missowri Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment (Bur- 
bridge’s). - 

Smith’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 128th Regiment. 

Smith’s (J. Nelson) Cavalry. See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Smith's (Lyndsey J.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Smith’s (M. W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 11th Regiment. 

Smith’s (Reuben W.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Smith's (William C.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Snyder’s (Henry) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Southworth’s (Irving D,) Artillery. See New York Troops, 25th Battery. 

Spaight’s (A. W.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Spellman’s (Henry P.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 

Stange’s (Gustave) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Battery HE. 

Stark’s (Denton D.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 1st Battery. 

Stephenson’s (Marshall L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Henry H.) Infantry. See California Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Stewart's (W.A.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate. 

Stierlin’s (Charles) Artillery. Seo Missouri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

Stone’s Home Guards. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Storer’s (Newman W.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 7th (@) Battery. 

Stuart’s (James) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Swain’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 65th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Tabor’s (Solomon M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Tarleton’s (John B.) Artillery. See Saint Mary’s Cannoneers, ante. 

Tate’s (William) Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See William Tate. 

Taylor's (Franck E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

Taylor’s (R.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 

Taylor’s (Samuel E.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 119th Regiment. 

Tebbs’(O. B.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment (Slemons’). 

Teed’s (William J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 

Temple’s (Philip G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Terrell’s (A. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Tevis’ (C. Carroll) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Charles W.) Artillery. See Thomas I’, Vaughn’s Artillery, post. 

Thomson's (Thomas D.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment. 

Thorp’s (Tucker) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion ( £lliott’s). 

Tidball’s (Thomas T.) Infantry. See California Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Tiemeyer’s (John H.) Artillery. See Missowri Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Battery M. 

Tracy’s (J. H.) Cavalry. See H. T. Fristoe’s Cavalry, ante. 

Trader’s (William H.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Tullis’ (James) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Turner's (Samuel E.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 6th Regiment, State Mi- 
litia. 

Utt’s (Josephus) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment, 


nfantry. 
3 -Vaughan’s (Carmi B. ) Cavalry: -See Colorado Troops, 2d Regiment. = 
-Vaughn’s: (Thomas F.) Artillery. See I Uinois Troops. 
_ Vincent’s (W. G.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. - 
- Virgin’s (Horatio H. PREC Y: See Wisconsin Troops, 33d Regiment. 7 
--Woegele’ s (Martin) Artillery.* See Martin Voegele. ee 
_ ‘Walker’s (Anson J.) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 6th Regiment. - ; 
- Waller's (Edward, jr.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 13th Battalion. a 
_ - ‘Ward’s (Richard G.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment, Colored. — 
_ ‘Ward's (Samuel J.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment (Jef- 
ers’ : 
eats (James A.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 
Waterhouse’s (Richard) Infantry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 
Wattles’ (Stephen H.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, Home 


Guards. 
Waugh’s (Gideon M.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 23 
Webb's (Lysander R.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 77th Regiment. ‘saa 


Weber’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Missowi Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Webhler’s (Edward) Infantry. See New York Troops, 178th Regiment. 

Welch’s (William G.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

Wells’ (J. W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate. 

‘Wells’ (Samuel T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 50thRegiment. 

West's (J. A. A.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate, 6th Battery. 

White’s (Patrick H.) Artillery. See Charles G. Cooley's Artillery, ante. 

Whitlock’s (James H.) Infantry. See California Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Willetts’ (Charles) Cavalry. See Kansas Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Williams’ (H. G. P.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment 
(Dockery’s). 

Williams’ (James M.) Infantry. See Kansas Troops, 1st Regiment, Colored. 

Williamson's Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See 

: son. 

: Willis’ (Edward B.) Infantry. See California Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Wilson’s (Bartholomew W.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Wilson’s (James) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, State Militia. 

Wilson’s (John W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, Partisan. 

Winfrey’s (William C.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery K. 

Wood's (Oliver) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Wood's (Robert C.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 14th Battalion. 

Wood's (William D.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment. 

Woods’ (P. C.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 32d (36th) Regiment. 

Woothly’s (John R.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 38th Regiment, Enrolled 
Militia. 

Wright's (Edward) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Wright’s (John C.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, Confederate. 

Wright’s (Moses B, C.) Infantry. See Indian Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Home 
Guards. 

Wyckoff’s (John) Cavalry. See Missouri Tr oops, Union, 1st Regiment, State Militia. 

Yager’s (W. O.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 

Yoist’s (John) Artillery. See Louisiana Tr oops, Confederate, 6th Battery. 

Zimmerman’ s (J. V. ) Artillery. See William D. Blocher’ "8 Artillery, ¢ ante, 


William- 
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May 22, 1864, 
Abbe, John D. Mentioned... 
_ Abert, William S. “ 4 
_ Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Badkatrc2 on ere x 
_ Mentioned 


Adams, ‘8-8o* 
Engagement with, June 02, 1864, See Mississippi River. Greene’s operations 


S on the west bank “of the, May 24—June 4, 1864. Report of Greene, p. 
fone 952; Record of events, BE 953. : 
ION ere cra Fan a pees conn $n gs¥osuee os cen-tene enaese 952, 953 
! - Adams, Captain. Mentioned............---. “ey OP ete 64, 139, 651 
_ Adams, A.L. Mentioned...---.---.--------- +--+ +2) e-e-e seen ee eres teense 600, 601 
Adams, Charles W. (Confederate.) Mentioned ..... a eager Sop 925, 1051 
_ Adams, Charles W. (Union.) Mentioned.......--...-..-.-----. 658, 691, 698, 757 
MLE Tt MON CLONCU. <0 gon ow cn cln cen nna sano eke ene tees =,s=5u-<serensaeee 794 
SIME aONIICEy NCUMONOO sone c-<iee tite owen anesens ons onde wna genre caceeen 789 
Beene ey | St. MON TONG es cecanaccnarcne pr enen ss cawan= soon e<e >> seemeeeecar 850 
Adams, R.H. Mentioned ...........------+-----+ eee -2e eee ee eee eee ee eee 839 
Adams, Wirt. Mentioned...--....---.--- PIECE OORT TO 877 
edison, Jonn W. Mentioned. csi. ste nece tana ene open eee nes nose denenns 106 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
Correspondence with James H, Carleton ..-.-..-----+----+- +-+-++e2-+ --0- 69 


Orders, General, series 1864: No. 211, 406. 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A. Orders, General, series 
1864: No. 64, 637, 850, 


Adriatic, Steamer. Mentioned -.--..------.------+------+---++ Pe Fe 379, 386 
Aguirre, Julian, Mentioned ..----..---. .----+ +++ eee - eee eee eee eee e et eee eee 123 
Aguirre, William. Meni Onell ic oe se en ches awe came haley sre roe & eee ee 123 
Airey, Thomas L. Mentioned....-..-.--- +--+ +---++ ----++-eeeee eee een ee eens 524 
Akins, On AES lege Fas se ee oe ee ee EE 1012 


Alexandria, La. Skirmishes about, April 26-May 13, 1864. See Red River, 
La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. Reports of 
Baylor, George Wythe, Smith, E. Kirby, Taylor, Richard. 


Smith, Andrew J, 
(1071) 


aa 


a Allman, Thomas. odo cua cone Oe eae SE ES eS eee 
American Ranch, Colo. Scout from. 


eer eee 


See Cedar Bluffs, Colo. Sout from re 


American Ranch to, May 9-10, 1864. — mae: 
[Ames?] Eames, Clara, Steamer. Mentioned ....---.-..----+-+-+-+----+ 049, 95 
Ames, Henry, Steamer. Mentioned ..-.--.-.--..----.-- ine aac Sao em eee 953 
Ammen, Jacob. Mentioned. ....-.----------- +--+ 2-2 eon e ee ee eee eee eee ones 390 
mnie, Calsisk2aMentioned .>.2-----.ssers .nn-ee aoe saatene \ ehispeme weeees 739,741 — 
Anderson, ~ Mentioned oo. 2 occ. ood ns nnie ainsi oct ote eee ee 152 
Anderson, Captain. Mentioned.......---.... w mee rine SoS Sea eee ee Pa 136 . 
Anderson, Bil. Montipncd: Scenic Wo ois aioe ic alae ae ree eeseee-- 1002 : 
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See Seo oer en ens, oon entre ace See een 657, 659 


Anderson, HenryP. SN = -- 
Mentioned <5. oocereseeer ee eno See Seen eae aere nak cake 136,137 
Report of skirmishes near Madisonville, La., Feb. 1, 186452. oS ace neoa eee 

Andeesonmetennye S-. wen Oned --.on cnet seven q sane res pe wee eee e me 888, 889, 915 

Anderson, Jesse L. Mentioned....-.-......---- SSE SRE Sar 3% 739 

manderson; J. VEa= Menton el mcs 00.5 - consists ee inca airing ask Soe Rees ee ee oe 

Anderson, S.L. Mentioned ...-....-.-..---. Rete a oe a Sas 848 

Ame@ersom7S7-S.-- Menthoned i occas so aint oe oa cee Eee 479, 511, 531 

For correspondence as A, A.G., see L. Kirby Smith. 

Re derntu: Thomas J.>“MentionG@ soo. ee cean ses aise seh eee eer eee. 138, 740 

Anderson, William L. Mentioned ..--- Re Smee are ie EE oss 450 

Anding- William. Mentioned =>. -~ 2 iaebucce-wonete neaneeon eae ae ene 742 

Andres; Willian HC; —Mentioneds.. cc as- se wcceewage cee kee Se eee 452 

Andrew, Jamies! i> Mentioned s-a.. = are eisae eee coat ato eee ee eens 380 

Andrews, Christopher C. 

Correspondence with Joseph Ri West --. 2-2 5-2. .ccces ce cnce coucewccecceee 667 
MentlOneds cea ees: seis os can sede one tte 666, 667, 776, 867, 868, 899, 900 
Reports of 
Cotton Plant, Cache ah Ark, Affair at, April 21, 1864 -........22. 698 
Fitzhugh’s Woods, near Augusta, Ark. Action at, Apeit 1 Bie de 2: See 863 
Andrews, George L. 
Correspondence with 
Barnes, Jamesicaetass os chase see oe esaneee act Se eee ssecee - 879 
Fond a;-J obi Qe oes ae ice ee oon ove Oneseey RES ae ee eee 879 
Reports of skirmishes near Port Hudson, La., April 7, 1864 ....-........ 877, 878 

Andrews, RCs Mentioned. svs--s-< ss eee eee ee ee ee eee 843 

Andrews, William: © Mentionetious...-.. o. ><. cet a aac Poe 388 

Anna Perret, Steamer. “Mentioneds... 1.22. ce. ce ceck ep encs cc cece cavessnal 502 

Annie Daie; Schooner. - Mentioned = 55-2 .ue's-... > snncdaneeotec en. ee 99 


~ Salomon, Charles E. Wells, Samuel T. 


; Pareandake Jobn S, Shelby, Joseph O. : 
also Itineraries of 3d Div., 7th Army Corps, p. 693; 1st Bee 3d Div., a 
7th Army Corps, p. 699. “ee ales 
2B ee Edward L. 
é Mentioned ...... Sa ve ne ane atiaes eae eee 


wee wee ee 


*Marcly 0, 2a0% wert ste eee ee eo =e 

March 29, 1864. See Camden, Ark, Expedition, re ta 3 i. 
Report of Price, p.779. 

April 1,1864. See Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. 


Reports of Marmaduke, p. 831; Shelby, p. 837. 
Skirmish near, March 31,1864. See Paes Ark., Expedition, March 23- 


May 3, 1864. Report of Marmaduke, p. 831, Ef 

Arkansas. - “j 
Scout from Houston, Mo., into, with skirmishes, Feb. 5-17, 1864. Report of % y 
So ee ae 128 Pet 
Union sentiment in. See report of Holland, p. 89. e 
Arkansas, Army of. (Confederate.) Samuel B. Maxey relieved from dutyin. 845 4 
_ Arkansas, Department of (7th Army Corps). (Union.) oa 
SES Ty ea a ne 1* * 
: Kimball, Nathan, assigned to command of, north of the Arkansas River, “ 
~~ Wiaprolt Pe LOCA rises atk a wae e oper hace ee ene ae 14 = 

; Orders, General, series 1864: No. 23, 672. 

ee. Steele, Frederick, assumes command of ........---.2-+-----+--e-ee eee eee 2 
Union troopsin. Organization, strength, etc., March 31, 1864 .....----.. 657-659 i 
_ Arkansas, District of. (Confederate. ) : 


Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc., April 20, 1864...... 784-786 
Holmes, Theophilus H., relieved from command of...-..----.-------------- 3 
Price, Sterling, assigned to command of, March 16, 1861...--..--.-------- 3 
Arkansas, Northeastern. See Northeastern Arkansas. 
Arkansas, Northern. See Northern Arkansas. 
Arkansas, Northwestern. See Northwestern Arkansas. 
Arkansas River. 
Shelby’s operations north of the, May 13-31, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on return of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 


7 


7th Army Corps, for May, 1864....-....-----------+ «+ ---0 ---- ee 932 
Communications from 
Ryan, Abraham H....-. .---------+ -- +320 --- 2-22 ee cee ee ene e ne eee 931 
West, Joseph BR ...- .-- 20. cece ene eens eee cee ce eee eee eee 931 
Reports of 
Ryan, Abraham H.....-. ..---- ++ +200 0-2 ee eee eee nee tees cern ee 933 
Shelby, Joseph O ...-...----+ 2-0 ------ = eee cree cere eee eee 923, 924, 926 
West, Joseph We eS oo as enn s - overs eden sa tenes n= sem 930 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 
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2 Santeths John Be SS cgiieeae a orbs eer pra cone At a Ree ieee Be 
= erases ‘Troops. Mentioned.~ (Confederate. ) f : a 

_ Artillery, Light—Batteries : Blocher’s, 784, 821, 823, 831, 832 ; Etter’ 8, 566; 
Hughey’s, 785, 791, 794, 795, 798, 799,819, 822, 823, 832, 841, 842, 952, 984, 

985. =~ 

Cavalry—Battalions : Gunter’s, 784, 787,791, 793, 798; Harrell's, 797 ; Mc- ag 
Murtrey’s, 784,791,819, 820; Poe's, 784,799. Regiments: 1st Trans- 
Mississippi Department, 784, 787, 791, 793, 796, 797, 822, 823, 832; 2d 
(Morgan’s), 784, 787, 791-793, 796, 797, 855, 864, 865 ; 2d (Slemons’), 784, 799 ; 
4th (Gordon’s), 784, 787,791, 793, 797, 798, 822; 7th (Hills), 784, 787, 791, 
793,794; Crawford's, 784,791, 799 ; Dobbin’s, 126; Wright's, 784,791, 
799. 

Infantry—Batta/ions: 12th Sharpshooters, 784; Pettus’ (State), 793; 
Trader's (State), 791. Regiments: 18th, 784; 19th (Dawson’s), 785, 787, 
01-803; 19th (Dockery’s), 784, 807, 808; 20th, 784; 24th, 785, 787, 801- | 
803; 26th, 785; 27th, 785, 787, 801, 802, 804, 805 ; 32d, 785; 33d, 785; 784,24 
801-804 ; 36th, 785, 806 ; 38th, 785, 787, 801, 802, 804, 805, eS 

Arkansas Trash: Mag sical: (Union.) 

Artillery, Light—8atteriea; Ist, 658. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 86-93, 132, 876, 877, 904, 1040, 1053; 2d, 86-94, 96, 
640, 650, 851, 855, 856, 859, 871, 889-892, 908, 909, 939, 940, 993, 1040, 1041; 3d, 
90-92, 103, 659, 764, 853, 933, 1040; 4th, 858, 859. 

Infantry—Regiments: 1st, 658, 690, 726, 743; 2d, 658, 743, 891; 4th, 192, 138, 


135, 851. 
rAxmant, Leapold ta-s Mentioned: 3. 22 Geacs cp cheep eases es eSieighe caoteaneee 476, 564 
Armies of the United States. Operations of, March, 1864—-May, 1865, Re- 
portsof.0,§, Grant. 2 oscacnesacenssege oes uae Seba a eae eee 8 
Armistead, H. Buford. Mentioned......-......--- ..--.. Sovic an eee eames 815 
Armstrong, A.J. Mentioned ......-....-...-. Liecienvcoe Pep cesisenee einesaat 753, 755 


Army Corps, 7th. Itineraries. 
Edwards, John (1st Brigade, Frontier Division). Camden, Ark., Expedi- ; 
tion, March Qa<May 3)Te64-2Ssiug coc 2s eve ce. bs adeeb oor eea ee 743 


Engelmann, Adolph (3d Brigade, 3d Division), Camden, Ark., Expedition, 
March: 03-May-3)-1864-— <<<. .cce sss suinvecenchs ss cee eet eee ae 727 
Rice, Samuel A, (1st Brigade, 3d Division), Camden, Ark., Expedition, 
March 23-May 3,°1864 0-22. 2 c-csee spas eeeee eee 699 
Salomon, Frederick (3d Division). Camden, Ark., Expedition, Marck 23- 
May. 3, 18642 ssa snc cco en eee ae eee Tyee eceee 693 


See also Arkansas (7th Army Corps), 
Army Corps, 13th. 


Itineraries. ; 
Arnold, Richard (Artillery Brigade), Red Riyer, La., Campaign, 
March 10<May 22, 1864. .. cc. caceet vonedaunakentoababre caeneaee 279 
Bringhurst, Thomas H. (ist Brigade, 3d Division). Red River, La., 
Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 -......- 22. ese ee cee e ec eee 234 
Landram, William J. (4th Division). Red River, La., Campaign, March 
10=May 22, pa eek einn- = 5s Vcd anetee een. = ohn ae nn 294 
Lawler, Michael K. (2d Brigade, 1st Division), Red River, La., Cam- 
paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ........._: es reer 281 
McClernand, John A., resumes command of ........ 2.2. ..e-0- +--+ eee eee 3 
Organization discontinued, June 11, 1864-..-.-........-. voce OS Sg 7 


ib art ore (2d Brigade, Ist Division). “Red River et 
paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ................--..------ 
_ Lynch, William F. (1st Brigade, 3d Division). Red River, La 


paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ..............--2.. em 
Shaw, William T. (2d Brigade, 3d Division). Red River, Ia, Cam- 
paign, March 10-May 22, 1864...-.. 2... .-.-.2.---2.--- soe 
Ordnance and ordnance stores captured by, in Red Biver, te Campaign, — 
Marely10--May 22; 1864s ee awit ae ese ons --- ~~ ace oe ae 
ces ote lak ‘Te04 by, in Red River, als Campaign, March 10-May 22, 
¥ oie RAL 9 apelin = 


Lrmy | “17th. : 
oe: ga stores captured by, i in Red River, La., WBie, ae: 
Pe MRr eH Nee My 20) 1S oe tae ee aw BIS 

Prisoners captured by, in Red Biyey, La., Campalgns 10-May 22,1864 314 © 
Army Corps, 19th. ec ad a 


Emory, William H., assigned to command of, May 2, 1564. mg A ee. 5,162 «= 
Franklin, William B., relieved from command of, May 2, 1864...-......--. 5,162 — - 
Itineraries. ee, 
Blanchard, Justus W. (3d Brigade, 1st Division). Red River, La., ae 
: Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. ........---. 2... .22-2. 2-22. 427 a 
, Closson, Henry W. (Artillery Reserve). Red River, La., Campaign, , ae 
momen anen 40 May 061864 25550 2o5 66sec. - sees esse eee ee eee 407-8 
Dwight, William (1st Brigade, lst Division). Red River, La., Cam- a 
paign, Marek £0-May 22, 1864... 0. 2.20.52. - eo. . 2 event ewnsitecs 425 . 
. Emory, William H. (1st Division). Red River, La., Campaign, March 
E BIGOM area ABOS Sree a ocho sa cotckens -5 ore ak meee ogee wc dass 420 = 
é. McMillan, James W. (2d Brigade, 1st Division). Red River, La., Cam- * 
- paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 )...... css seede seed eceonssasseas 426 == 
5 Nickerson, Frank §. (1st Brigade, 2d Division). Red River, La,, Cam- 2 
e paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ...-.....--- 222+ ee ee eee e ec ee een 4430 
1 Army Transportation. See Munitions of War. . 
Arnauld, Louis. Mentioned ....-....--..---------- Ut Sa es Bees 159 “3 
Arnim, Franz W. Mentioned..........---.-20e eee ei SEA re ee sosse- 659 am 
Arnold, Richard. 5 
Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks.....-.-....---+ +--+ --++-++------ 270 
Itinerary of Artillery Brigade, 13th Army Corps. Red River, Tas Cam- Z 
paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 .-...-...----.-.-----------+e0ee 279 & 
Mentioned. ..---..-- 168, 175, 207, 278, 394, 396, 409, 412, 414, 419, 446, 447, 461, 467, 469 3 
Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ......--.. 460,461 
Arnoldsville, Mo. Skirmish near, and raid on New Market, June 1, 1864. a 
Reports of Clinton B, Fisk... ~.-..----- ----++ e022 00 5 e+e ee anne 965 - 
Arrington, J. A. Mentioned... --. ----2--eeeee cece e cece ee cee ee tees towne ee 792 : 
Arroyas, Juan. Mentioned c& 10 is webs gudaes s bteenceyooneds dee MSs Siete 123: ‘ 
Asbreuft, Matias Sco aie c ws de tetas vere ted bel aang henee 887 
As-calt-chu-ash. Mentioned ..---. --.. 0222-2 cewcee coon ne cern cece we cen n nee 920° 
Ashton, La. Skirmish at, May 1, 1864*.... 22.22. ---. 0200-22 -ee eee e ee eee eee 5 
Ashwood Landing, La. Skirmishes at. 
May 1, 1864” ......---.-+. seaceee TPE TIT ETI : 5 
May 4, 1864* .. 2-2 22-2 esses cece es cee ene ce eee ee eee wen eee ee cen ee eeee 5 


*No circumstantial re ports on file. 
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, Lieutenant. Moitoned 5-5 s2a<css- casescs ts Sasa sess sae eume saeye 85 
‘Attkisson, Horace N. Montioned ogc ro -ge5- sac een eae <--ose stoners spermnie: 700. 
Augusta, Ark. = eae 


Action at Fitzhugh’s Woods, near. See Fitzhugh’s Woods, near Auausta, Ark, 


Action at, April 1, 1864. pte 
_ Expedition from Jacksonport to, and skirmish near J. Sksoere, April 22 
24, 1864. Reports of = ; 
Livingston, Rebert R re = Seren re eer Ter ee eer errr no. 
Weber; George Wa. wos cndeedaisseenc,cs-ee See Par hee ain eS 901 
“Wood, William D .. 222... - 20 en ween oe e+ coon ne nee ese APOE oe 900 
wutocrat, Steamer. Mentioned <2 2. 5 ono ccn ene nee owe we wen ensins aoe nens 377 
Averell, William W. Mentioned .-..-. 222-2. 02-220 eee e en ee ene e ee ween ee ---- 20525 =e 
Mivery “Oran A. Mentioned ...-.. ....5.. 2-2: .-se0=nas =aggle eee 472,473 


Avoyelles, or Marksville, Prairie, La. Skirmish at, May 15, 1864, See Red 
River, La., Campaign, March 10—May 22, 1864. Reports of 


: Baylor, George Wythe. Steele, William. Taylor, Richard, 
= Smith, Andrew J. ey 
See also Itinerary of Cav. Div., p,447, 
Ayres, Henry P. Mentioned ...-....-. Ay Sore ee 267, 293, 299, 300, 303 
Ayres, Romeyn B. Mentioned .......-..------ 2-2-2 renee cone cee e eee eee 52. 
Babbablawiey. Mentioned... .o5 6. n see do ames s bomewene ace becmne a tees 931 
Bache, George M. Mentioned ...-...--.---------+ eeee cone eee eee eee ee 1042, 1046 
Bacon, Lizzie, Schooner. Mentioned .......-------+- s2ccce cneeeeeceenen cee 135 
Baddeau, ———. Mentioned....-....-.....--------.-- PR ee ea ee 106 
Badger, Algernon S. Mentioned ....--...---------2--2 see-0- ueee 171, 175, 450, 454 
Bagby, Arthur'P. Mentioned .--.-- 2-0... 505-02 stern owen se e--= 397, 518, 520, 524, 
530, 563-565, 567, 570, 571, 580, 583, 585, 587, 589-593, 611, 613, 615, 617, 623 
Bailey, - Mentioned «2 2. 6.0 5s 5 cane ceeeiscms esis semecetiareae euceseictne 136, 137 
Bailey; Surgeon: «Mentioned <i s2as wcsinssivenntee sar une eelslnweisiee eer nee 912 
Bailey, George W. 
Correspondence with William H. Emory... -. 2... 6.2220 .-cs secees cons ceneee 242 
Mentionedsinett seer ose w ewe Janes Sik. Aenehineea ble ers om ae wea one 394 
Bailey, George W.K. Report of Union evacuation of Pass Cavallo, Tex., 
JUNC Gaya OO4 cada cmidan diesen olalcinindtina an ase pane oa a ee eee 1011 
Bailey; John-C.a: Mentioned =o cesscccaucemeo scene Sab hisiae Barete SEiSe™ te 891, 892, 939 
Bailey, Joseph. 
Mentioned.......-. 32, 193, 206, 207, 209, 212, 219-223, 250, 251, 253-256, 399, 404, 406 
Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864........... 402, 404 
Resolution of thanks of U.S. Congress to .......--0-..-2002 ceecnee- eee ee 406 
Bailey, Lumford 'Y..,= Mentioned: 5.~- 5.52 ene weldese nse Se ee 243 


Bailey, Thomas H.—Mentioned<.. 22.55. sssoseee danas ee ee Gee 1000, 1005 
Bailey’s, on Crooked Creek, Ark. Affair at, Jan. 23,1864. See Northwestern 


Arkansas. Operations in, Jan, 16-Feb, 15, 1864. Report of Hol- 
land, p. 88. 


Baird, A.J. Mentionedicnacencsaeepena ms conn best oa eerste ces eee area 884 
Baird; William T. Mentionedieose snr chtasdnsccetueoasiee wer waa oni 712, 739, 741 
Baker, Henry C. Mentioneil gittememenninnicsinns <2 «nts sume SERED bw coe 369 


Baker, J. Mentioned 


2 or einer CeO ae EC Been nee PG 169, 173,266,267 
; t of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864... 
Balerio, Cecilio. Mentioned ................-..---.-- aoe 
sy oalerio, Juan. Mentioned -.:.....-:..2.--<:----2-025 
F Ballance, C.-W.- Mentioned ©. : 2. yiicc diane eee ee 
: Spalew, William B. Report of affairs near Dunksburg, Mo., June 27-28, 
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ee: Mentioned ......... OPE RA PRE EO ED pene 
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enolet Richard =... ..2 ste cette cee e ee ee eee sees eee ees aT 
Ganeen Robert A-2--3 0 der see tetee Sie ae aR EOE TT Se = oe 7 
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CN Ga a ia tale er 126 324 
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Were TRG OnE STIp | Vly s Maree Ae a ee a Sa Ane er gee 194 
no ATE 6 SOA eR eR rl pM 11, 31-33, 136, 167, 169, 
, ’ 172, 178, 186, 189, 194, 196, 214, 216, 218-221, 223, 227, 229-240, 242, 243, 245, 
.. 250-252, 255, 256, 265, 266, 270-274, 279, 290, 291, 293, 303, 304, 306, 307, 309- 
* 312, 320, 323-325, 331, 333, 343, 354, 356, 358, 359, 365, 380, 381, 384, 397, 399, 
p 400, 403, 404, 445, 451-453, 455, 457, 458, 465, 474, 476-491, 493, 497-500, 504, 
507-509, 519, 521-523, 525-528, 530-534, 538, 541, 542, 546-548, 551, 552, 554, 
555, 507-560, 565, 566, 570-573, 575, 578-581, 586, 588, 590-592, 594, 595, 597, 
607, 609-613, 615, 633-635, 659-663, 665, 666, 668, 671, 672, 676, 735, 736, 822 
Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.--.-.-.-... 177— 
179, 181, 186, 187, 189, 192-194 
Bare, Robert C. Mentioned ....-.-.-----.----- ---- ----+++-++ -- 22-2 ee eee 741 : 
Barfield, W.J. Mentioned .....--...------++----+ eee cerns cere ee cee eee eee 843 ; 
Barker, Mentioned .......---------- ---- --- 22+ ene 2 en eens nee oe ee ee 142 : F 
Barker, Edgar A. Mentioned ...---.---. .--------+-----+ ---+++----+-+-+--- Od ‘Ss 
Barker, Henry L. Mentioned........------------+---- +222 +++ 2--eeee cere ee 1024 
Barkley, John W. Mentioned...-.---.---------------++++--+---- 856-858, 997, 998 
Barnard, Charles. Mentioned...-....---..----+ -2-- 222-24 cree e222 eee eee 880 
Barnard, Jacob S. Mentioned...-...-.--.---------------- Sante dwaaess sate 850 
Barnes, Ebenezer J. Mentioned ...--...---------+ +--+ eee eens nee 776, 771, 773 
Barnes, James. 
Correspondence with George L. Andrews.....--. -.----+++ +-00+ +--+ -+2++- 879 
Report of skirmishes at Port Hudson, La., April 7, 1564......--...--.+---- 79 
Barnes, John T.M. Mentioned-.....---..-----------+----+ s+++---+- 597, 630, 631 
Barr, George. Mentioned..--.-....-----------+- +++ rere renee etc setreeneee 712 


Barr, Joseph W. Mentioned.......--.-----+--0++-+-00 sees TARA eae 


Barton, parrede: Mentioned <5. ae . 
Basham, Oliver. Mentioned-o. ssn coer s seas cers toe Jee cecees cee nne cee eee = 


Bassett, Chauncey J. Mentioned ..--.-. aan Sapte ree ETI See 
‘Bassett, Owen A. Mentioned......<. 2-2. 220.222 22eeee eee eee cere e+ 657, 658, 759 
Bassford, Abraham. Mentioned....-....-..----.-.--------- er pee Ty 448; 470 
: Bates, Joseph. Report of capture and ronaptace: of the schooner Soar cs cs) See 
a Brazos, Tex., May 22, 1864 ..... Siege es eee ea ees 943 : 
~ Bates, Uriah. Mentioned dude a calsavbee ues cay insets cee piemes eens sian ot 115 : 
- Batesville, Ark. = . = 
= Capture of wagon train at Waugh's Farm, near. See Waugh’s Farm, near 3 
oS Batesville, drk. Capture of wagon train at, Feb. 19, 1864. Ss 


Be cpodiniee from, Jan. 30-Feb. 3, 1864. See Searcy Landing, Ark. Expedi- 
tion from Batesville to near, Jan. 30-Feb. 3, 1864. 
Expedition from, after Freeman’s command, Feb. 12-20, 1864. Report of : 


‘William Baumer -....$.. 22.2 cnn se ceeoees cones eee eee 130 323 
Expedition from Rolla, Mo., to, Feb. 29-March 13, 1864. Report of William apeete 
DSW.00d ... os. 2. does ec eke we eee ee eee 1583258 


Expedition from Rolling Prairie to, with skirmishes, Marek 19=April 4, 
1864. Report of James A. Melton....-----..------------------- 650 

Expedition to Coon Creek, Devil’s Fork of Red River, etc., from, March 
24-31, 1864, and skirmish (27th) near Cross-Roads. Report of Al- . 


bert B. Kauffman....... Bas Sets creeeees eras Sime abd eee 852 
Scout from. See Fairview, Ark. Scout from Batesville to, March 25-26, 

1864. 
Scout to West Point, Grand Glaize, Searcy Landing, etc., from. March 

15-21, 1864. Report of Lewis C. Pace...........-.. patie oe see ae 640 


Baton Rouge, La. Skirmishes near. 
March 3, 1864. See Jackson, La. Skirmishes at, and near Baton Rouge, 
March 3, 1864. 
March 8, 1864"... 05 Aa ete aa pa scan eee eee 3 
April 15, 1864. Report of Philip St. George Cooke .........-...2.-..2.--. 888 
May 3, 1864. See Redwood and Olive Branch Bayous, near Baton Rouge, La. 
Skirmish, between, May 3, 1864. 


Battle, Major. Mentlonett 2.2 [55-2 2o. nck aewnace deucesudensdeL Sela eee 539 

Battle, NOW... Mentioned... eet eee 785, 848, 860 

Batler, Jacob. -: Mentioned nc eos. eak cece code adoe ik aban Sawer 

Baumer, William. 

Correspondence with Robert R. Livingston................22..---.------ 63 

Mentioned Sos ccc ene ceea eee een eee 59, 61-63, 68, 93, 1382, 894, 897, 900 

Reports of 

Batesville, Ark. Expedition from, after Freeman’s command, Feb. 

12-20, “1864 Saaie ca. sicc even eeda aed eee eae Sala Anata Sat 139 

Jacksonporé, Ark. Attack on, April 2051864 2.255. 5. 2.0. o sec eee ee ee 895 


Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, including skirmishes at Lu- 


nenburg and Sylamore, and on Sylamone Creek, Jan. 1-30, 1864.. 63 
Baxter, Blisha. Mentioned 


a Semeninan'ss o'ss sone Jnnas aa ene Rese pes Coaeee 60, 132, 924 

Bay, Jacob. Mentioned: c-se sete c ove ss ok coc cae ne ee 122 

Baylies, Ripley. -Mentioned camseewieess tah. tase cca geeee SEE oe eee 698 
Baylor, George Wythe. Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 

22, 1864. 25 iba see te ene ee ool aL ees eS 616. 

Baylor, John R. Me ntioned one LAER EN ERES wins os = ae SCT EMS 112 


*No cir cine reports on file. 


4 “Bayou Seatscnis Road, La. Skirmish on, May 29, 1864, site S 
Communication from William H, Emory.......-----ccsceccece-cscceens 956° 
966 


Pema. Mill), n near pea bee Skirmish at, April 

8, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. 
Report of Banks, p. 181 ; i nsrarte of Ath Div., 13th Army Corps, 

p. 294; Cav. Div., p. 445, 2g 

Bayou De View, ‘Ark. Pursuit of Confederates ca June 26-28, 1864. See 

‘ cee River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20=29, 1864. Reports — 
* . 0. 


N Beardsley, Ezra M. Cate, Bagene A. Shelby, Joseph 0. 


_ Report of Morgan H. Chrysler... octseteeete cere sees eeeene cee 


2 “Bayou Grossetete,La. = Steere 


Affair at, June 19, 1864, Report of William Hi, Bow. eee 1038 4 
Skirmish at, April 2, 1864" ...... pe rans PF fy oe ee 


Bayou Lacendcts: La. Skirmishes at. 
May 6-7, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10=May 22, 1864. Re- 
ports of Craven, p. 351; Taylor, p. 588; Itinerary of 3d Brig., 1st 

Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 330. 


EE et pine moran = curr sess -a00---- cacutneee anaes 163em 
Bayou Pierre, La. Skirmishes at, May 2-3, 1864" ....-...........----..2-5- 163 
Bayou Rapides, La. Skirmish at, March 20, 1864" .....-...---.-22.222..... 162 


Bayou Rapides Bridge, near McNutt’s Hill, La. Skirmish at, April 26, 
1864. See Red River, La,, Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864, Re- 
port of Taylor, p. 583. 


_ Bayou Robert, La.’ Skirmish at, May 8, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, 


March 10-May 22, 1864. Report of Taylor, p. 589. 


‘Bayou Saline, La. Skirmish at, April 14, 1864*.........-.-.-.....-------. ss aoe 
Bazier, Jackson. Mentioned .-.... PE BE TR NEI EE ES ye 882 
Beach, Melancthon. Mentioned. -. 22. oc. ee nen cnc ence nae ee ss. = BBL 
Beal, George L. Mentioned....:.....-.-..-.--.- ote Rae oes 170, 174, 419, 424 
OTS WV ONIIONCO. <a ans oa areein sme ne ons at wnam snc ns ene=ne 1048, 1049 
Bealer’s Ferry, on Little Red River, Ark. Skirmish at, June 6, 1864. Re- 

port of Washington F. Geiger ...---..-. Peacenqei tess) sas 985 _ 

Beard,James H. Mentioned...-... > rsenshn, 292 SSO Se eee er eet Poe eirr 476, 564 
Beardsley, Ezra M. Reports of 

Devall’s Bluff, Ark. Affair near, May 22, 1864.......---s.-2.222.280-2225- 944 
White River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20=29, 1864. ...-:....:+.------ 1048 

Beasley, William A. Mentioned ..--.-. EE POE EE IO 299, 300 
Beauregard, Steamer. Mentioned ...---...---.-.----0 -----+ -252+-25te teens 502 
Beauregard, G. T. Mentioned ..-.....-...---- sn0. o-- eee cece ene i] 19; 948, 1025 
Beaver Creek, Kans. Expedition from Camp Sanborn, Colo., to, April 14=18, 

1864. “Reportof Clark Dunn... .--.-.----.----- ---+-es0s0-ces 887 

Bechand, Adolph. Mentioned ........- 1 OT NY ee 659 
Becht, John C. 

ie eens dea aveinades oa-c-e -- coc nne cosers annine 171, 176, 974, 975 
Reports of 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. En gagement on, June 6,1864.. 975 
Red ‘River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864-2. on. os ans ooemne 323 


: No circumsté antial re ports on file. 
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© Correspondence with . 


- Smith, E. Kirby ..... een ene cone coeens ceccee see See 612,614 
W hartoi; JOM? Acc n<+ sccasgnecyamh snes) eae emantdes sap. -sas =e eee 615 
qMentioned ...-...------- 20 - -cce cnns cop ees = eee=s° 207, 277, 397, 469, 518, , 520, 523, 


524, 563-565, 567-569, 571, 579-581, 583, 587, oe, 590, 611, 618, 619, bce 
- Reports of 


Caney Bayou, Tex. Affair at the meutht of, Feb. 7, ‘1864 Sere 199 ; 


Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864... ......------.-- 606,610 


Beebe, Thomas J. Mentioned | .... .--..--. 222. -n2 ee. eens eee ces ons ones 658 
Beebe, William S. Mentioned.....-...---..-.-.----.------ 2-22 +--+: . 207,210, 440 
Bee Creek, Mo. Affair on, May 2,1864. Report of Jacob Cassairt.....-.--- 906 
Beeks, William L. Mentioned .....-...--------- ---- ---- ---- ene none ceenes 995 
Belding, Albert. Mentioned - -... ...- e..- ---2.-+ ensc cncstentines ence shee enone 
fee clara, Steamer. Mentionéd._....--- <=... -cqssn5 <aneeaseeen 217,379, 381, 382 
Bell, Hamilton, Steamer. Mentioned........-..... Se Seis sraneimiets wien Easideae 143. 
Bell, Henry C. Mentioned............ Sea See eee ee Veh 


Bell, M..L,... Mentionedianssacin5 aispedinpan-o ve Nang Seumenec sha <a n = 3-290, ie 
Bellefonte, Ark. Scouts from, March 28-April 1, 1864. Report of James A. 


Melton... senneucbesteees sence ASSOC ROE tases ere k aneer aoe 

Belle Prairie, La. See Mansura, La. 
Belton, J. F. Mentioned. -..-...-....... isis eine AS pis ees ana Rae eee Re 783 
Benavides, Cristoval. Mentioned -.... Pe RR ere ye Cre ee 1055 
Menavides, Hefurio. Mentioned... ccctsnacdciacucnswecnacce actos Stees 649, 1055 
Benavides, Santos. Reports of attack on Laredo, Tex., March 19, 1864.-.. 647,648 
Benedict, Brastus.D. “Mentioned... 07 5-3. cnn wnedd'g- seen seee Reeee eee 911 
Benedict; George R. = Mentioned. 2... 205 ees een cence en eee 759 
Benedict, Lewis. - Mentioned. 2.2 5..e ccnp cance poeee a eee 170, 
182-184, 200, 201, 229, 230, 258, 260, 350, 391-393, 400, 412,416,431, 432, 436-438 
Benefit, Sieamer. Mentioned .2>~ «... ine 2a. osac eeaen ee eee eee 634 
Benham, Henry W. Mentioned.......... beaks nieminte ower Geese eee 49 
Bonner, Milton. Mention éd = sss ss>- aalss node cn cee Sele eee 246 
Bennett; Granville Ga; Mentioned: sons. sek. coon 22s Se einen ee eee 1024 
Bennett, G. W.C. Mentioned....... SR, aS snebiasivin kui selns Clossinein ss COM BNEI Ea 

Bennett, Maunsel. 

MOENTIONGOsS Sets a Sone coe Se oie oe oho Se oe Eee De Seen an 630, 988 
Report of engagement at Simsport, La., June 8, 1864..... BT ACE IS ae 989 


Bennett’s Bayou, Ark. Skirmish at, March 2, 1864. See Northern Arkansas. 
Scout from Springfield, Mo., into, Feb. 23-March 9, 1864, and skir- 
mishes near Buffalo City (March 1) and at Bennett’s Bayou (March 


2). 
Benton, U. 'S.-8.. Mentioned -.25. 520.5 eee ee 378, 948, 952 
Benton, Ark. Scout from Little Rock to, March 27-31, 1864. Report of E. H. 
VANGe casecign shicwncn ce (ash pees atu ee ieee ae 858 


Benton Road, Ark. Skirmishes on the, March 23-24; See Camden, Ark., Ex- 
pedition, March 23-May 3, 1864, Report of Ritter, p. 764. 
Benton, Thomas H., jr. 
Montioned>. .....3.. Skene Se eee 658, 684, 693, 696, 698, 734 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 2% 3-May 3, 18Giis.ebe sank. se 700 
Benton, Thomas O. Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 


1864 occ ccccnis Une CBwe no wneoe cone endbusupensed aectan 6382 


a 


we ee wee tee ee tee Pew ens owns cee cee 


y Joseph. Mentioned os omg Ps Seana AE Oe eo aly ee 
Berry, Alfred N. Mentioned.................. 
Berry, H.-W. Mentioned: 52-222 2s Fenn eee a tee 
_ Berry, Robert C. Mentioned ...... 


Bertram, Henry. 


ee w ees eons scenes +-- 


PRA pre es yj <a eg 


Correspondence with Francis J. Herron ait na See ao =s Sane 
gE ee nee ee, 2 
/ relat La. 
Affair at, May 1, 1364. Report of Nicholas W. a 
ae Skirmish at, Aprit-26, 1964" 5.25.0 05. cosine ee ice weno ee nnns seu <= - 
f;* Berwiolkk, Oscar D= Mentioned .2. <<... 3.32 sc... 55/002 2 ee soweeae 
Bory, Adolph, ~ Mentioned a. sare eee eee ee... 106, 136-138 
_ Bevans, Corydon D. Mentioned.............--.--.- Geeappage a 
__‘ Bevins, . Mentioned..... Are A er So-a eeeoeeeeee 939° 8 
Sewioknell,George FP. Mentioned . <2... -2..2 0.2.0. .2+.0-.2200s200s eee 4172. 
3 Big Bushes, near Smoky Hill, Kans. Action at, May 16, 1864. Reports of Gian 
Pa MMM OU SE Gs os wwe CES TGs woe See sane ee nce -n-- pci 9385 
¥ TUBES SE TP Sia a Rr 934.-— =u 
‘: Big Creek, Ark. Pursuit of Confederates to. See Mount Elba, Ark. Action Bo, 
at, and pursuit of Confederates to, March 30, 1864. ; 
__ Big North Fork, near Preston, Mo. Affair on, June 16, 1864. “q 
; Communication from Marshall M. Eble ........--....----- Bey =” 1015 ae 
3 Reports of a a 
; Blair, Charles w aes od aeanebewoasccces Seana eng panne eee ne ate dere 1015 : 
P ° Prt mie Dale Wleree eaulok oo oe naw ss cone mann cons cecnpakenaah on ee 1016 a 
aes, Ligutenant, Montioned .. ~~... 52... << a0> «2 cenncomnns omenee na=aene 1023: > 
; erteeT I AVIAT FPeMLONULONOG: «0 0'. non canscccmes tasenecneces cmapnccoupneas 75, 80, 120 
. Birge, Henry W. 74 
‘ Correspondence with William H. Emory........-..-----------+++--+e--- 397 % 
‘ fh STREET US aie EP pe oe iy Se ee a ey 174, 190, 207, 208, a 
. 233, 243-246, 250, 262, 275, 394-396, 406, 407, 415, 428, 433, 438, 439, 461,469 ~ E 
Report of skirmish between Redwood and Olive Branch Bayous, near Baton : Z 
Rouge, La.,-May 3, 1864... 2.2 ---- .f2 02 2-2 one ne tone ooo enn ne 906 9 
Birnbaum, Charles. Mentioned......--..---..----+-----+ 0+ enee eee ee ree eee 12 
Birney, David B. Mentioned .........--...-----.--- See ax aon 28, 50, 51 > 
Biser, Benjamin F. Mentioned ....-..--.---.-----+---- +--+ ---- +22 eeee cree 974 ‘ 
Bishop, Gustavus. Mentioned ...........-.--------- +--+ 2-22 ---- 2222 eeee--- BTL > 
Bishop, Peter. Mentioned .....----..---.---0+ 2-2 2-22 cece ee nent cere e teense 80 “ 
Bisland, Fort, La. See Fort Bisland, La. 
Bixby, William N. Mentioned .....----.-----+++ 222-20 ceeeee cneeee eens cone 1038 
Black Bayou, La. Skirmish at, March 19, 1864” ..........--.----.---------- 162 “ 
Black, Cyrus. Mentioned....-....-.. ------ ---- 2-2 eee eee ene eee nee eee 910 
Black Hawk, U.8.S. Mentioned........-.....-....-.--- 250, 377, 380-382, 388, 389 
Black, John Charles. Mentioned .......-....---- -2---- -2-0-- ---- - 20 eee 82 
Black Kettle. Mentioned .... 2... 22-220 .2- 205 cece ne ce enn one n ne ene ens encwes 934 
Black, Peter. Mentioned..............2--- secon 0 wenn - enn ee cee nnn nnn 632, 850 
Black, Thomas G. Mentioned........:.--.--------+----+-0-+--2-ceeeee eee 96 
Black's Mill, Ark. Skirmish at, r te LOCOS = nc nak edea nan ohn bunnecsassad 3 


® No miveimatenti al re aes on n file, 


Report of William D. ‘Blatt as cass nee ec ents cceeeeteenenencees tees, saeos 
Blair, Charles W. Sees ; Ss 
a _ Correspondence with — ; ee 
Eble, Marshall M...... ence ve eens ceeeee cewn ea encnes pec tbe ccceec cesses - 


McKean, Thomas J ...--..----- ---002 soeeee veenee Sree scree 
Mentioned ae gaa <theaseanned ag oe O35, 1019 
Reports of - “Saad 
Big North Fork, near Preston, Mo. “Affair on, June 16, 1864 ere 1015 - 
- Drywood Creek, Mo. Skirmish near, May 16, 1864 ........-.-+---- Peete Fi 


Hudson’s Crossing, Neosho River, Ind. T. Affair at, June 4, 1864. 3 ade RSS 
Lamar, Mo. Skirmish at, May 20, 1864 ....2.------s2:0----00-------- 942 


Montevallo, Mo. Affair at, June 12, 1864-.......s2.------.- Sesh os MES 1000 ; 
Ee Blair, Tames A. Mentioned. -2s.s5-: son daetscans fees fasaad 5822+. aceereauemOse 
a= Blair, ees a Report of scout from Sedalia to the Blackwater River, 
BeJune 3-5, 1864... scaacaincascecss kote eae eee 967 


- Blair's (or aoe Hill) Landing, La. Engagement at, April 12-13, 1864, = 
See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10~May 22, 1864, Reports of es 
Banks, Nathaniel P. | Humphrey, Thomas W. Smith, Thomas Kilby. 
Hinkle, WilliamS. | Rogera, Andrew W. Tiemeyer, John H. 
Blake, John W. Mentioned....-....... .-.. Eel a AAS Se POS Pa > 283 
Blanchard, Justus W. ; 
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 19th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864..... Sa rir es ec 427 — 

MomtaGuedeet ras. scat ance Cassel a ass shale oebecs Ueees ‘170, 174, 431, 433=435, 440 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.--.-. Sinscse ese erlas 
Bledsoe, Mentioned Secns ssincon nose eas bas sesians eo eoabes eae ene 652, 862 
Blinn, Charles D. Mentioned...-....--....... Pea Ress Pet genes 170,174 
Blocki, Anton. Mentioned...................2----- Aen eRe Ree 691, 730, 735 


Bloomfield, Mo. 
Affair near, April 1, 1864. Report of Hiram M. Hiller..................... 868 


Scout from, May 6, 1864. Report of Hiram M. Hiller ................-.--- 911 
Bloomfield and Pilot Knob, Mo. Expedition from Patterson to, May 16-25, 
1864... Report.of William A. {Kirby 3-.8sasarc—ccc naneseeseeee 938 
Blucher, Feliz A. ~Mentidned=2 a. css cava seu cp uaene soa ocak ote bo eee 1056 
Blue River, Mo. Affair on the, May 21, 1864. Report of Thomas Moses, jr... 943 
Blunt, Mentioned ss. saaescduic Gace taLmes Teco ea tee 85, 151, 862 
Blunt;-James:G. Mentioned aiaicccscescncmassvae oleh oon tes eee 888 
Hockee, Jacob: 8, eMentioneds s2 mesa ca eee oe eee 393 
Boeuf, Bayou, La. See Bayou Boeuf, La. 
Boggs, William R. Mentioned .................----- 479, 503, 504, 512, 522, 534, 537 
For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see H. Kirby Smith. 
Bolin, John. -. Mentioned2.c5 = =... wceeuocten Seen ee ons 124 
Bollinger County, Mo. Skirmish in, Jan. 14, 1864*...... Siisleae mn Pept SSS 1 
Bolon, Mentioned iinsnns odcdcakcbelohed eae eee ee SUL ee Deen te eee 1029 
Bon, Lewis W. — Mentioned Encus. a .ctc socatcncobdee eee ee a ee 248, 249 
Bond, Neleon F. : Montiongé oe eca Gc nds en nak cceahU eee Ghee: ok eee baa 466 
Booby, Henry.. Montionedigcccoavescosercts «dee ee ree 1043 
Booth, Lionel F, .-Mentioned Aviccieendecinssea occlbdas Eee ene Cae 31 
Borden, J..C..-Mentioned=.c. ssacateenn se ceca sheWiee SOMOR ewe e wk 607 
Botobfuhr, Hugo C. C, ..Mentionedussouesss ou. coc oe ee 90 
Boudreaux, Etienne.. Mentioned se ccewwuebass cnc sche gan anes lay 630 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


Bo yd, E. D. Nig ogsaee raamsbeensericnesessuusas nase aveaces eee 
oyd, William L. Mentioned wee nee e ce ee ne cnc n nes saseee aceeeeene oncene 
insti Cyrus B. . Mentioned 3.522 5 Ae eae 
Boyington, Amos J. Mentioned... . OT PPS A ee Eee Se 
Brackman, Albert. Report of raid on New Frankfork, Mo., J une.7, 1864... 98; 
‘Bradley, A.S._ Montioned7. «a2, 2s -2s2- fn Shee SDoe TEN ev eee ODE 
c , Centenary B. SER TEE SEO oataee 287,289 
Bragg, eeaskat vUz.S. ‘8. : Mentioned street reeeeeceetes ceenee teewereeenne 1014 oe 
Bragg,Braxton. — # 
Correspondence with Stephen D. Leeueelsaers : aewess seceee FIER ig 


Mentioned ee ee bwwwee ina etes ew cle cmt anna teal seeeee “— 


Branchville, Ark. = 
iS Affair at, March 27, 1864*..... IE te 2 3 nef saptecteee Pane = = 653 


Z Skirmish at, Jan 19, 1864. pene of oe 
t an il an acnecnbicecs nansa> +s inuceaeal 97 
ss Humphrey, Benjamin T ein ee ake. ce ee eee eb se clea dese - UO 
_ Brandly, John G. Mentioned ......... ad Se ky dr ea eT a bar ose, 004 
_ Brashear City, La. Expedition from, Feb. 3-6, 1864. $ 
Communication from Edward L. Molineux...........-....---------.---+- 125 4 
OPOTIOL DIONO AR Wier DAV weiel winiihinvs wows tbe es sec accien-55s oo kee OMe Les 
4 Bray, Nathan. Report of destruction of Lamar, Mo., May 28, 1864..........- 954 
: Brazos, Tex. Capture and recapture of the schooner Stingaree off. See Stin- 
; ~garee, Schooner. Capture and recapture of the, off Brazos, Tex., : a 
.* May 22, 1864. “% 
_ Breckinridge, Mo. Affair near, June 9, 1864. Repost of Andrew J. Swain .. 993 “es 
| Breckinridge, John C. Mentioned ............ 2-20: eoee ences eee ant 17,89 3 
Breese, K. Randolph. a 
RE ee er caniveinigoriec cece Ss seve ousenstece D cakas osmandes Aue a 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......--...... 474 F 
Breese, Sidney A. Mentioned .... 2.220. .-2 22. cece ne cece ee teen we cee eee enee 171 ‘ 
Brent, J. L. i 
DAG HIAOTOAY Jug tat Wiatce onielsewene Cysts oes saee 506, 529, 562, 567, 569, 583, 616, 632 a 
Statement of ordnance and ordnance stores lost at Fort De Russy, La-.-.. 578 e- 
Brewer, J. A. Mentioned .... 2.22.22. .20n n ee coe w ee cone cece se cecese seccen 148 a 
Bridgman, Eliot. Correspondence with P 
Pulver, Martin. Sree cee acco desc tne ccc ccc nens vecece n00s tienen empaen 869 z 
Reynolds, Joseph J... 2-220 cones cone cone ween ne nnn ne ce wenn cence cewnns 869 : 
Brigdon, John W. Mentioned .......-.. 22.22.2226 oe ee ee nee ene e eee ee eee 280 
Briggs, Mentioned cpus dewetonts sd stscseti asoce ieveesaes aye 


Bringhurst, Thomas H. 
Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 13th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


Campaign, March 10—May 22, 1864 ...--. ..---..---++------------ 284 

Vn ea a nner ry ryt err mrp S 
Bringier, Amedée. Mentioned....-...-..---.------------2+ -0++ ceaeee nee 504, 508 
Brinker, Isaac. Mentioned --. 2... 22.2.2. 202 oes nnd den ce nstemasmecassccs | 100 
Britewell, Montioneites >... .-...----- -----«sneumeeep epee teases es O08 
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Congratulatory Orders. Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22) ee 
L864 oe os Sain win mi bcm a os SS we Ge OR a 
Correspondence with David D. Porter... ..-.-... 22. --.. soe. ---- ---- ------ ~ 222 


Mentioned. . ..33,35, 36, 43, 45, 46, 48, 57, 58, 193, 212, 312, 397, 487, 550, 595, 1044, 1045 
Cane and Red Rivers, La. = Bugengment at junction of the, April 26-27, ? 
1864" eae: See eee ee Pa ater et exe tania mes sie soe 162 
Cane River Crossing, La. ipasament at, April 23, 1864. See Monct(s Ferry, 
or Cane Liver Crossing, La. Engagement at, April 23, 1864. 
Caney Bayou, Tex. 


Affair at the mouth of, Feb. 7,1864. Report of Hamilton P. Bee........-. 129 . 
Bombardment of Confederate works at the mouth of, Jan. 8-9,1864, Re- 
POTGOLA, DUGHOL. = os niccciesar = annais= spss semanas Sane eee 80 
Canfield; Mercer::. Mentioned 5220-2023 benassi cesar os seas oo ase e eee eeeanee 564 
Cannon, Amount, «Mentioned « -2n).2.. snc mculge ee a ine een ee 252 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. Skirmish near, Feb,5,1864* ..... Sasteephiawreeme esos 2 
Capers, R. L. ‘ 
, Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell .......... asidvagssiae tse anos aaresm 508 

Moritioned <2 12am oeenp eon ane fae ee ee ae ae eee ee eee 508 


Captured Property. See Abandoned and Captured Property. 
Carey, Asa B. 


Mentioned seis auias So eeae henge a sssbc se eee eee ee 71, 73-75, 77, 119, 120 
Reports of 
Navajo Indians. Expedition against, Jan. 6-21, 1864 ........2........ 78, 80 
New Mexico and Arizona. Operations in, Feb. 1-March 7, 1864 ..... 117, 118 
Carey, James. Mentioned .......--.. phic sean eu Shwe eadica sweatin a uist Remtaeans 339 
Carillo, Mentioned:c. cssscarcseencstas bs i.e ChE eS Ran eS 69,70 
Carleton, James H. 
Correspondence with Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A........-....------- 69 
Montioneds s2-sececeasie ccem seals. sean eee 70, 72, 73, 75, 76, 79, 117, 118, 122 
Report of expedition against Navajo Indians, Jan. 6-21, 1864 ...........2.. 71 
Carlton,: C.-H. = Mentioned Soc soe. sts ee op scene ena cube aaa a ceee ee ee 149 
Carlton; Herman “Men tionedtse: os. chanics oe eee ee ee 792, 795 


Carmichael, Hagleton. Report-of expedition from Helena up the White River, 
Ark., Feb, 20-26, 1864 


Syisin ooie win +0 2 =n nee Oe eE Nn eE SECU E eC Ree ee 148 
Carmon, Robert. Mentioned s.ce vamwas «oes = 6oa cen padeee Eee See ee 1030 
Carney, Thomas. -« Mentioned sce svueessc-e-- seuss. -cveveene el hewe cnenn sees - 1019 
Carondelet, U. 8. 8... Mentioned sseeetacesson-c. sicccc vec ene 210, 254, 255, 948 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 


es 


eee 657, 659, 667, 669, 671, 686, 687, 695, 697,760, 765,766, 38 980, 1042, ¢ 


Reports of 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864...-..-........... 76 
4 White River, Ark. Operations on ae: June 20-29, 1864 .... 2.2. Ti 
| Carr, George P. Mentioned .... .. 2202.22... 2.--. ones - ee wcowee 1040 
& Carr, Gouvernetir, ~Moentiotied -.- 25. -- 02-2. ese cn cece cece Pe eee 170,430 
_ Carrington, Duncan C. Mentioned .............--.----.- antes. ae eee - 618, 625 © 
Carrington, R. B. Mentioned. 2-22-22 -00 02+ coe neen-ne os op Soee eee O20; 623; 625. 2 
Carroll, J. A. Mentioned . ime 785, 846,848 
Carroll, John H. Mentioned..----..2-20 v-2e-seeene sees ee 792,795 
Carrollton, Ark. Skirmish at, March 13, 1864* ............. a Ss 
Carson, Christopher. ; 
& EORUONOG ce aide:s Seaie cas. scaueepaceee eet aee se escs 3 toast Te “71, 78, 118, 119 
Reports of expedition against Navajo Indians, Jan. 6-21, 1864....-........ 72,75 
Sueesuaeer, Captain, Mentioned ----....-.....-..............--.; sevens 806,807 
@  Catter, Ben. Mentioned... ...-...- 2. 2. oe. 0-22 nese eee eee nen ew eees 114 
Searareer Ce re” Mentioned 62-4 a2. wo ce ooo - oe eecces penn ee coos eceas send 587,628. 
MOTT Ot. GOPtAC.. MENTONOG cow ass ceccenanecesener odes snc Sess +e eccwestcem 953 
Carthage, Mo. Scout near. See Neosho and Carthage, Mo. Scouts near, May > 
a 18-23, 1864. Ss 
: §. - Caruth, Walter. Mentioned .........--..... (ot oy Ares eer eres 625. 
: Carvill, Owen. Mentioned -..... acter ESS 5 eRe 113 
: Cassairt, Jacob. Reports of 
‘ Bee Creek, Mo. Affair on, May 2, 1864 ......--. 2-222 cece cee ceeeeceeeees 906 
2 Forsyth, Mo. Scout from, through Ozark and Douglas Counties, June 
i LS 5 geppapate tf a, Pat OT os te ce 970 
PA Casselberry, Isaac. 
e. Mentioned ...-- Sonwawa vsvewe sshasnncersweccs casnes sanetseredecnpncsnuawe 715 
F Report of Camden, Ark, Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .....---..---. 772 
‘ Cassidy, James. Mentioned SALAS GLARE OLE LF TITLE COLI LS 500 
3 Cassville, Mo. Scoutsfrom. See Cross Hollow, Ark. 
Casteel,M.M. Mentioned -......-----.----- ---- ---+ 22+ 20+ cone eee ene eee eee 149 
k Castle, William. Mentioned .......--.---.--------- 60, 62, 63; 103-105, 132, 147, 852 
Casualtiesin Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. 
Catcher, White. Mentioned......-..--..-------- +--+ ------ --++ e222 eee ee 888 
Cater, T. A. Mentioned ...--..---------- Be wre cen nee sn scne aenscecsce 638, 639, 1055 


Caudle, J.H. Mentioned ......-+-.sereveveee re ccce teers cevers 


Causort, David. 
1004, 1005, 1016 


Mentioned... - .-.- .- noe enn ee cn ene cee en ens ene cane cece ee eens 
Report of scouts from Rolla, Mo., Feb. 1-March 1, 1864 ..-....----...---- 113 
Cavalry Division, Army of the Gulf. Itinerary. Albert L. Lee, Red 
River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.-....-.-..----.-- 444 
Cayce, H. P, Mentioned..... DRRRUEeU was ener ecasssivecrersscrsres ence wewem 944. 
Cedar Bluffs, Colo, 
Scout from American Ranch to, May 9-10, 1864. Report of Jacob Down- 
LUGE cn ree cone cee nn ne cnc n ne cee r ne ce rere rence nnn sesnee cone sans = 916 
Skirmish at, May 3, 1864. Reports of Jacob Downing FL PE PCT TPE Oy Tee 907 


*No 0 circumstantial reports on file. 


Ghadwick; John Or 2 ee So ee 


Mentioned ....-. ---- --- 202-2 - ree cone tee nee ee cen n cern we ceeeeeeceneeeeee 443 
_ Report. of Red River, La., Gamates. March 10-May 22, LoGkaacaecas eee 444 
- Chamberlain, John N. Mentioned...... Seaeceee tee w ee nen ee cence soc seusens 251 
Chambers, B. Mentioned.----..--- netecese eee a Soy anise Sar esos Soe & 
- Chambers, Josiah. Mentioned.. eee onc eee ese eee trees teense eee en see cee eee 5¢9 <4 
- Champlin, Ezra T. Mentioned........--- ee eres eee Seaunat toa > nn (Oa 
~ Chanceller, Andrew J. Mentioned ......2. ..eeceseeeeee corer eeceeeesrees-- 1040 © 
Chandler, John G. . 2 
= Mentioned ...-.-seie se ee eee e eee cee eee Gea een 248, 459, 465 
: Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......---..-. 236 
Chapman, Augustus W. Mentioned See ee ee wees ee ne ee eae 258 
Chapman, Henry. Mentioned -...--.-.----------------- +-------+++-++ +++ 623, 625 $ 
Chariton County, Mo. Affair in, April 11, 1864. Report of Daniel M. Dra- ‘ 
POP soe. eee oe ne coe nes bone ceeeee care recs cree tsecces coer nose shse 882 E 
Charleston, Mo. = 
Affair near, Feb. 15, 1864. Report of James A. Ewing ...---.--.---0.---- 144 
Skirmishes near, April 19-20, 1864. Report of John B. Rogers....-- srereee 8920 
Charlestown, Ark. Skirmish at, April 4, 1864* pen cnn wee tee wes enen were eens 443 
Charlton, L. B. Mentioned .......- Sees OS AcHBo sen os ca Sar aoe 638 
Chase, George H. Mentioned........... Soo moengneecwasscien 883, 884, 887,916 ~~ 
Chase, Hazard D. Mentioned...........--..---- AS App Pa Boer 148-150 
Cheek, Steamer. ~ Mentioned....-. 2-0... -2-.--- ee sees Sie neee ese uae 148° 


Cherokee Bay, Ark. 
Scout from Patterson, Mo., to, Jan, 23-27, 1864. Report of William T. Leeper 102 
Skirmish at, May 8, 1864. See Patterson, Mo. Scout from, and skirmish 
(8th) at Cherokee Bay, Ark., May 6-11, 1864. 


Chester, William EH. Mentioned ........ ARS n reac Sh Sara 1057 
Chiles; George P. Mentioned... 5 tnenss sseseneseusssinaen iene rae 997, 999 
Chillicothe, sU.S.:8, = Mentioned <2 .ccnc asap cams ciesbeinatceee sean tee 254, 379, 987 
Chilton, : Fu. Baa. Men troneds og een ow een ag neesaneane aaee tee ee 616 
Chilton, George W. Mentioned -...---.-.2 2-2 0-0. eee nes eee ne songs ---2 609, 612 
Chipley;.S.- bua Mentioned 22 2- sence onpecieemsac Secinysinemeis an peti eee 482 
Chisum, Isham. Mentioned......-..-....2.. Sena Nice oo Oe Ee eee 618-620 
Chitty, Frederick J. P.~ Mentioned... scocscs -ecs ce eas 424 
Chitwood, “William “P.=- Mentioned 2. sv eececansc acess -neek caseeaee 146, 644, 645 
Choctaw Nation, Council of the. Correspondence with William A. Phillips 110 
Chonteau, Steamer, = Mentioned = so-so. 5, eect R cee cee ee ee 443 
Christensén,.Charles.= Mentioned. =... >. smeeeeaeeees= ee sb eee Soa 321 
Christensen, Christain T. Mentioned.................-. Fe Ao 223 
Christian, Montioned =~ <seenth ena inwamviakns Senses Sales ce 965 
Christian, James... Mentioned, .s.c.sevecnusevadusacesaest ee 691 
Christie, Jacob R. Mentioned... - cv. ccspavcacnvccesunckacedae cee 739, 741 
Chrysler, Morgan H. 

Mentioned. -~.25.-2-<- 171, 175, 396, 407, 419, 460, 461, 467, 469, 470, 956, 961, 963, 964 


Report of skirmish on Bayou Fordoche Road, La., May 29, 1864 
Churchill, Thomas J. 

Mentioned tu, --acsengnaeeameibteescisest 230, 231, 453, 477, 480, 482, 485, 513, 519, 
20, 523, 526-529, 531, 533, 534, 537, 538, 541, 544-547, 552-557, 563, 565-568, 
72, 601, 602, 604, 606, 608, 781-783, 785, 787, 801, 802, 806, 807, 809-814, 816 
Report of OC: len Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864......-.-....-.- 799 


ar 956 


ee 
5 
5 


“No circumstantial reports on file, 


aoe 
es wee em e wae see aoe 5 
Clara Eames [or Ames?], Steamer. Mentioned.......--..-----.--------- 949,§ 
Clara Eames [or Ames ?] and Lebanon, Steamers. Capture of, May 25, : 
1864. See Mississippi River. Greene's operations on the west bank : 

; = of the, May 24-June 4, 1864, Report of Greene, p. 249-5 ae 

“ Skirmish at, March IB, 1864* ae RRS ee Dee es 0: + one 3 <5 gee 
sacra (26th), and pursuit of Confederates to Bayou De View, June: 
26-28, 1864.. See White River, Ark, Operations on the, June 20-29, — 

1864, Reports of 


<~eust 


Beardsley, EzraM. “Carr, ‘Bogen s. eee 10. 
Clark, Charles S. 2 
MEOHIONOG Soc. Scent saesct as ce shew cnner crc cueocriors a <1ce ee seeeord 1037 
Report of skirmish at Hahn’s Farm, near Waldron, Ark., June 19, 1864... 103%) 
ELITE Me MOTION GC oo oi oe poe men sawwn sien sens ano cp elena 2 ante 
Se ECL ATED WE, MONTIONCA .. «one nnn nines oa0 nnn enn cease duece caneucerante 899° 
Clark, Elisha P. Mentioned ..........- FE a Sc a el ree err 466 
Clark, George W. Mentioned ...................-.-. Re ye oo ee 173 
eS SITS i ae 800 
Clark, John B., jr. il 
Mentioned...-... eeees--+- 537,568, 602, 603, 783, 786, 787, 806, 809-811, 813, 814,874. 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864......---..---. ell 2 
Clark, Johu M. Mentioned .... .-.-.. 2... 222-522 ce nninennes enone cons 1004,1006 
ERS TY ot ee MONWOROL 0 calania is o's sa aee-- a a= tan© enone meee wean ae ciel 257 % 
Tawa an EALY. MeCNIONCU. . - <2 <o0ss osc-ina bcc ces=nnanns naskee enna wngoee 103eneae 
Clarkson; Thaddeus S. Mentioned... 0.2 fc. coon ee cece ccc ns cocceauarase 933 
Clarksville, Ark. 
Affair near, April 3, 1864. Report of Gideon M. Waugh ....--....--..----. 871 Be 
f MnteraipienG, (Ma yelS, /LOG4® og os on das os ince gecw= ts ensvas onncenns mesameees 6 : 
Clayton, Powell. 3 
ps Correspondence with Frederick Steele ....--...---.------+----- 660, 664, 665, 767 
WIUETOTION he chet dra nniod notte a ne sania wie a 657, 659, 664, 666, 667, 773, 775-778, 1043 
- Reports of 
Branchville, Ark. Skirmish at, Jan. 19, 1864 ...........--..----- eee 97 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .....----- 767, 768, 771, 772 


Monticello, Ark. Scout from Pine Bluff to, Jan, 13-14, 1864..-,....... 84 
Monticello Road, near Pine Bluff, Ark. Skirmish on the, June 17,1864. 1025 
Clear Creek and Tomahawk, Ark. Skirmishes at, Jan. 22, 1864. See North- 
western Arkansas. Operations in, Jan. 16-Feb. 15, 1864. Teports of 


Galloway, Charles. Human, William C. Phelps, John FE. 
Clement, Nathan. Mentioned ...--..----. 222+ ---+----0 e0e-+ eee e eee e ee eens 127 
Clevenger, Lewis B. Mentioned.........--..----- Ape ane daa oe Oke mace 1007 
Clift, George W. Mentioned .......------- -- +--+ ---- eee eee cere ee eee cee 604 
Clingenpeel, Harvey J. Mentioned........---. ---------+-+-0+--+-e0ee0e- +> 712 
Clinton, Ark. Scout from. See Huntersville and Clinton, Ark, Scouts from, 
June 4-17, 1864, 
Clinton, La. Skirmish at, May 1, 1864" .....-----+-----+-- tO ied ode taal 5 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 


3 = apart: of Red River, TE: se Se Maret 10-May 99, 1864. season eceseecs 

Clothing *Gainp: and Garrison Equipage. See Munitions of War. 

‘Cloud, George. Mentioned ......---.-----2ceeeeeeeee cece ee teeee sees ae 

~ Cloutierville, La. t= 

: _ Skirmishes about. See Moneti’s Ferry and Cloutierville, La. “Shirmishes 
about, March 29-30, 1864. 

Skirmishes at and near, April”22-24, 1864. See Red Bleer, La., Camneigh 
March 10-May 22, 1864. Reports of 


Banks, Nathaniel P. Smith, Andrew J. Steele, William. : 
Baylor, George Wythe. Smith, E. Kirby. Taylor, Richard. . 
Emory, William H. ~ Smith, Thomas Kilby. 


See also Harris to Marston, p. 244; Itinerary of 3d Brig., 1st Div., 16th 
Army Corps, p. 330. 
Coats, pill, Mentioned .- 22-22. cece no cene ence = ene enmm selene 
Cobb, Howell. Mentioned 
- Cobb, John H. Mentioned 


Cobb, Seymour H. Mentioned.......----. RS eee ee ee eee ae 1003 
Cochise. Mentioned .......----.-2-+ 2200 sone cere enee cree neee er eens eres cease 123 | 
Cochran, Milton B. Mentioned...... SCROSEE EAA Serene eer acacs cate 714,715 
Cocke, J.B. Mentioned .... 0.2.0. snes cone cee ccc eet eee cect cccctecewccesn- 764 
Cockefair, James M. 2 


Momtighetl 2.2 -- <<. --ce cos- sec esas ccscencetass andes 179,170, 010, g00;0 Taam 


Reports of 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on, June 6,1864.. 972 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ...-...2.----.... 370, 371 

Cocker, dames, Mentioned.>.. 2 sc ie -o- ke ncn- = Se eete hee teenie eee eee 939 
Cockerel, Mentionéd: a. < s-a.sammmisnciocm ase Seimei esa 1055 
Cody, John.“ Mentioned. - o.oo. ca ceemne ebiences het een ee ee 644 
Coffee, John T. Mentioned... 2.020 elie. eee cane cece connec seenes 925, 928, 969, 970 
Cogswell, H.C.) * Mentioned: 7. on. . succc cs ee oe eve seca WER tenn eee 604 
Colbert, Winchester. 

Correspondence with William A. Phillips .... 2.2. 2... .2202 cece nee ene eee 109 

MeonhiOned oe (Somer cacaee ctenn someon ccguns sees aes Se ee eee 109 
Coles Plisha..- MontioneGs.-<--..).-.ctee ntsc oe ataoeee Jeowe cise in oesiee 169, 173, 280 
Cole, William. = Mentioned —.. ccc -f<ceaes caus cove Ustoaevecececctctcs Jule aoe eee 
Coleman, Charles F. 

Mentioned 2202s. css pts sae; shots echoes aes eee ie eee eee 1038 

Report of scout in the Sni Hills, Mo., Feb, 6-10, 1864...........----....--. 128 
Coleman, Charlés J.-> Mentioned: .-.. 5... sa. aevauewobbpecemsudoteeenecn 753, 754 
Coleman, Robert: G. = Mentioned’. 3.3. «ea. pasa soe ete: See one 829 
Coleman; W..O>=-Méntioned 5. <2 5-7, cocoet som cken ecectten acts ean eee 133 
Coles, Mentioned: oc seestese Sevebusessatah acct et oe 683 
Coles, Susan..> Méntionéd <2 22 ihc ce teens tee ccd ee Ree 721 
Collier, James‘M. ~ Mentioned’. 2. s..cb: och ee ceee tence ne ee 640, 897 
Collins; Richard: Ax “Mentioned teri sce 1s see ee 785, 824, 836-839 


Colonel Cowles, Steamer. Mentioned .......... .cccc. ceeeucceecceeeces-e-. 380 
Colorado Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—8atteries : McLain’s, 881, 934, 935. 
Cavalry—Regiments ; 1st, 881, 883-885, 887, #88, 907, 908,916; 2d, 902-904, 
990-992, 1008, 1009, 1021, 1023, 1032, 1033. 
Colson, Archibald. Mentioned i; . ieee ebees J ccc bolas 856-858 


5 on gunboats at, . June. i 
us. Z ee on Union gunboats at Ratlif’s (15th), n0 
(5th and 16th), and Magnolia Landings (16th), and skirmish (17th) 
ee at signee Cross- Roads, June 15~17, 1864, 


ee ee ee 


: Pinckney S. Mentioned...- cottctee tees teemee sees sees ane- 169,266, 


estopanl-s, 8.) Mentioned =. =. eee ee ene 5 eee 
‘onfederate Troops. - ec ae 
Cusualties. Returns of. _ ge EF 
- Caleasieu Pass, La. Operations in, ier 6-10, 1864, <a 
- Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ...... 746, 786-788, 839, 844 


Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May. 22, 1864 ee aie 604 
Mentioned. (Regulars.) . oe 
Artillery, Light—8atteries : ‘Semmes’, 570 D, 80, 584, 58 
For Volunteers, see respective Stale 


Organization, strength, etc,, of District of Arkansas.................--. 784+786 
Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from 
RAT AN ee tn ign Stoo line Sco ce wan nas.ey nena an0cte Soe 647 
Ne Ess nce cess onlnd cc cwd eden pte 646 
Johnsov, Waldo P....... ee RMS a's im x.'n' es CE EEE <inckhoiee ek 
5 Sm GD VETNOW Olde she ccs olsipsnis bniedaedibeesr'ca- celeb <inans + -aeepiemlaies : 
_ Congress, C. 8S. Resolution of thanks of, to Richard Taylor and the officers 2 
Pane an ten Ss COMMA —-bemdet cae beet =n n ase os + --- nen sacnein 597 : 
Congress, U.S. Resolution of thanks of, to Joseph Bailey wos en sangeet 406 some 
Connecticut Troops. Mentioned. 2 
Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 174,443; 13th, 170, 174, 402, 434. Z 
Connell, John. Mentioned...--..- POPE hp EE a Mot 169, 274, 285, 286, 288 ‘ 
: Se AS MMOD Geo piisisiininais ss n01n as c6hanena bat pid asanees nareee 850 : 
me Gonraay, Howard C.. Mentioned on... s een ness dees ant ce acnonevans coas.ccar 174, 434 x 
é Cook, Pranklin. Mentioned....-.....2....-.s---+- AES et ay Oe a 7 4 
S Seamietiterry fo) MeniOned.. os .0.-.. cesmancsbinns paws aksendpassiceanscneee 148 re 
; Cooke, Augustus P.. Mentioned ............-. Sci tenieaberabaengwacrae ale eas 886 
x Cooke, Philip St. George. * 
: Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks...--.- 22. ..-20) -sn--- ene se enee lit’ ta 
7 Report of skirmish near Baton Rouge, La., April 15, 1864......---..-.---- 888 
; Coon Creek, Ark. Expedition to. See Batesville, Ark. Expedition to Coon 
‘ Creek, etc., from, March 24-31, 1864. 
‘ Cooper, MOON GH Sones cee ce ica amqan Spee o pall bens meer 871, 890, 8S1 
; Cooper, Captain. MIONEONOO s n:.2k << Skee meee le eae e ae b 2d hao gna oe 910 
Cooper, Mrs. Mentioned .----.....---.<+--+ 222 see eens cae n ne sees te ee cee tees 1057 
; Cooper, Sergeant. Mei ET OU OC. ccacaa wwieiew\bri-e5 (ce was ka cade ine Rn ae 132 


Cooper, Douglas H. 
Correspondence with Samuel B. Maxey.-...-----+---9-+ se---+ese---ee---- 1018 


Montioneds se sie cas - nd ot eee see Nee rene =e neaass sod 112, 661, 715, 1043 
Report of capture of the steamer J. R. Williams, Arkansas River, and skir- 

mish at San Bois Creek, Ind. T., June 15-16, 1864 ..........---. 1011 

Cooper, MiltonJ. Mentioned .......----..----- -----++++-eee ce ree eee eres 708, 712 

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned....-....-. ------ -----+ +20 e scene eee cee nee 476 

Cooper, Thomas. Mentioned .....-.--------+++ ---- +2025 scenes ene ens ceeeee 628 


*No eirowmetantis il reports on file, 


"Cordele, Captain. “Montrotiedstee: Sova gu. Fccceea chen Bere seeeee 
 Cordwell, ———. Mentioned .....--..-.-..-2+.se22ee eee nee cence eee eres ceee 859 
Cornay, Florian O. Mentioned ...... cece neces ee neces conn et eee ee ee etree 583 
- Cornell, Norman R. Mentioned. ..---.---- +. .22 20+ eneeee eee een eens eee ee rae 14 : 
Corpus Chrsti, Tex. Affairs at. — “ =< eS 
March 17, 1864. Report of Mat. Nolan.........---. s------2esseeeeeeeenee 643 
March 29, 1864. Report of John A. McClernand.....-.-..-----------+ +--+ — 653 
_ Corrin, James H. Moantionedc..c.< sce cost ccoee ce aera Fae re eee 171, 1% 
= Cortina: Juan N. > Mentioned *:ces.. osnea sen See dee oe ee eocieiteeae OL848 
-Cortright, J.S. Mentioned ........ BS oe Sie See 5 Frlesce rss tte cee 985. 
~ Cosgrove, John. 
MontiOned 5. <2 <s¥s mace ne eee Pea eae ea eaee Sus tes see Se eee 941 
Report of scout from Springfield, Mo., toward Fayetteville, Ark., April 28- . 
May’7, 1864 22-2 Ds ae ee 904 
Cotile Landing, La. Skirmish at, April 25, 1864* ...-.....-.-- ROE Senora: aoe 162 


Cotton. Capture of. See report of Banks, p. 213. 
Cotton Plant, Cache River, Ark. Affairs at. ; 
April 21, 1864. - Report of Christopher C. eres: Sia SeeUR tare roreees sas O08 


Apri] 22, 1864. Report of William J. Teed...-..> SS ee ee 899 
Couch, James Ei. “Mentioned 22 one cece es ee Se ce see ees vere 85, 902, 903 
Coulter—bieutenant, Mentioned 2.222 acc os nso tucatank 2d ss So Saco ee 1055 
Countess, Steamer. Mentioned..............2,-.-.22 2222 hee eee eee 576, 578, 597 
Court of Inquiry. Findings and sentence of, in case ot Lewis M. Peck...-- ere ES 


Covington, U.S. 5S. 
Destruction of. See David's Ferry, La. Engagement at, destruction of U. S. 
S. Covington, and capture of U. S. S. Signal and steamer Warner, 
May 4-5, 1864. 


Menhioned *.. .<.: oases skeen cee eee ee ee eee 211, 222, 475, 589, 622, 623, 863 
Cowan, John. -Mentioned:.... 22.225 Sice cic. ceed caceccedueseasce 169,267, 291,292 
Cowdrey,; Samuel: ~ Mentioned. eo Fog eee ee ee ee 174 
Cowles, Colonel, Steameras..cee «sen Cec tesenc us eee eee eee 380 
Cowskin Bottom, Newton County, Mo. Affair at, Jan. 23, 1864. Report of 

Milton-Boreh so. = Seis c wots cava once hope oe ee Si.uben 101 
Coz, Powell Hox Montionede.-t. oon ae cide eee ee ee 917 
Coy, -HonryiJ:=-Mentionedae . so. soccns oo eke cc ne eae ee 997, 999 
Crabtree; BenjaminaF. = Mentionedi yenccacccc- sss cokes ne oleate eee 950 
Craft, Captain: — Mentioned =. 5... :enie. deuce Sach gcaetaw eet pe eae tae cee 968 
Craighead and Lawrence Counties, Ark. Scout in, May 5-9,1864. Report 

of George: W. Weber... 52. antarctic a eee a cel ee 910 
Crandall, Bli J. 

Mentioneds..i isk te su spec ve catys ouatect pence SE ey Onc ORe ann 1026 

Reports of descent on Laclede, Mo., and pursuit of the raiders, June 18-19, 

1864 Sssbeteenes = tants cote Se Une ea amnene ae ee eee 1026-1028 
Crane, Leroy A. 
Mentioned: ix (sch seeeterese win aot ck sous Se eee 357 


Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 
Craven, Hervey. 

Mentioned 2. 3.22500 poset See eek bs see 321, 342, 347, 349 

Reports of Red Riv er, r, La. , Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 Pawo esi asece 351 


*N ° circumstantial reports on file. 
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 Creps, S.S. Mentioned.......-.--.-.- SER ee eee Weve... 2dss 


Mentioned... mee TAD, 770, 780, 781, 724, 786, 788, 791, 792, 819, 820, 8 
____ Report of cee Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 . 
‘rawford, William H. Monhionod «<-> >-s-1<+:r eee FE ane > 
s, John M. Mentioned . phe passe 


Ce . 
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etiam pe Manhinniod = ee ne ac naan 
_ Crismon, Stephen. — Mahe 34 5 onsen 252 sos- ca pM 5 
_ Crocker, Benjamin F. Mentioned . settee eer tec ees tee cena eeeee ae ees saan . 956, 957 


Crockett, R.H. Mentioned .......... bie mince nama wang e i 
Crook, George. Mentioned...........ce-0+se-le-- 7550 FE 
Crooked Creek, Ark. 
Affair on. See Bailey's, on Crooked Creek, Ark. Affair at, Jan. 23, 1864. 
Skirmish on, Feb, 5, 1864. See Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Jan. 


16-Feb, 15, 1864. Reports of 


Galloway, Charles. Holland, Colly B. Phelps, John E. 
pene Poa ee MONGIDNCO Saag dana non delcola cee nnasnneone cennes wwcaed 17068 
mre a ee MO UGIONON sear amees sant ce awe sac Skee cere nace een oees cece 884 
(eee p foyer pesivhif cis ail Mye\n C0004 bees eee A 9 2 a es er 475 
Cross Hollow,.Ark. Scouts from Cassville, Mo., to. 
June 9-14, 1864. Report of Jeremiah Hackett..........-..- Seeeeeeee a= ee 993 
June 20-24, 1864. Reports of 
(OFTHE Girl id Ne ee eee SPO i ees Ge 1040 
SEL oT Te a ee PS aM eee ie eee pee 7 1041 
Cross-Roads, Ark. Skirmish near. See Oil Trough Bottom, Ark. Skirmish 
(24th) at, and skirmish (27th) near Cross-Roads. Also Batesville, 
Ark, Expedition to Coon Creek, ete., from, March 24-31, 1864, and 
skirmish (27th) near Cross-Roads. 
erowiuer, David M.-Montioned. 22.505. occ nsec tene = emene= 1026, 1028, 1029, 1031 
Cramp, Ro P. Mentioned... --. .. a. - woo cee «5-2 eons woe eens oan ene enna 618 


Crump’s Hill, La. Skirmish at, April 2, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, 
March 10-May 22, 1864. Itinerary of Cav. Div., p. 445; report 
of Lee, p. 447. See also Taylor to Smith, p. 520. 


Cuba, Mo. Skirmish near, May 13, 1864. Report of Odon Guitar..--.....-.. 922 
Cuculler,S. Mentioned.......----. .----- ----2+ 224+ oo eee een e ee eee cee e one 156 
Cude, T. A. Mentioned: .......-.-2 222-222. peewee ence e cee e none cn enes ennens 807 
Cumberland, Department of the. Operations in. Communications from U. 
Deane ug. doa awa sade saline sop aan hago 5A a a’ a 45, 48 

Cumming, P. W. H. Mentioned...... 2.06. cece eee - se eeee cnee 786, 810, 814, 815 
Cummins, William T. 

Moertiogie tee oe cnn whan clea eae he wae lee sees - 2 = ~~ saan nose poowssie 173 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864........--.-- 297 
Cunningham, Edward. 

A, Pr re Pil: On oe CCE CORE eee 479, 502, 808 

Narrative of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.....-..--. 550 


For correspondence as A. D, C., see £. Kirby Smith. 
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‘Gurrie, Leonard D. b= “Mentioned. Sar to ace Aur ouee sk klar raw eae 
Curry, A. M. Maptioned sss. o csceexc Sew cess oe o-sxessaes sancehcnne shee 
Curtis, N. ‘Martin. ‘Mentioned. .-.-- nets eee cree cence cere e cece seseee nee 
Curtis, Orren A. Monfioned. --<ch.2snangav cts degncs vieese pantie eee 
Curtis, Oscar H. Mentioned .....--+++ sere cesses seneesssneneneeenen cere tees 
- Curtis, Samuel R. axe See 
5 Assumes command of Department of Kansas....---++++a--essee0+ Se 1 
Mentioned nt sent Sac wo oo cc eos See ee aes eaeeee eee $3,206 1000 


Reports of =a 
Drywood Creek, Mo. Skirmish near, May 16, 5 helay: epi Sa sare wae ao ae 
Missouri. Expedition from Kansas into, June 16-20, 1864 .....0+00 1017, 1018 

Cypress Creek, La. Skirmish at, March 8, 18641...--..------.-------+----- 3.3 
Cypress Creek, Perry County, Ark. Skirmish at, May 13, 1864, See Arkan- : 
sas River. Shelby’s operations north of the, Yay 13-31, 1864, a a 
a ports of Shelby, pp. 923, 927; Ryan, p. 933. ree = 
ai “Daily, Ambrose. Mentioned...-....-.....2---.--5--«--5---s cee ca cheestnate peas = 
: Dale, Annie, Schooner. Mentioned ..........--.---- See Sa 09 


Dallas, Ark. Skirmish at, Jan. 28, 18641... s2<- see: seems occ e cet ees anne cee ees 2 > s 
Daly, J. Mentioned soe cacta ees pote oS RST Los scaes wet ~o~ ofc-02 990 


Damron, John H. Mentioned .............--..-------- Siti paces SMe eke 
Dana, George H. Mentioned....-..............--- Cea re se Sa eS 100 
Dana, Napoleon J.T. Reports of : 
Indianola, Tex. Affair near, Feb. 22, 1864........-...22-.ee---ccee veces _ 150 
Matagorda Peninsula, Tex. Reconnaissance on, Jan. 21-25, 1864......... 98 
Daniela William, Mentioned . 32062 ..25-5 sn huss on cacao sane tasek ae ee 718 
Danville, Ark. Skirmish at, March 28, 1864|........... vee dtaee ee cecRe eee aes 4 
Dardanelle, Ark. 
fs Capture of, May 17, 1864. See Arkansas River. Shelby’s operations north of 
the, May 13-31, 1864. Report of Shelby, p. 927. 
Skirmish vat, -May-105 48641 33.305 355 sie ok oe ee eee 6 


Skirmish near, May 15, 1864. See Arkansas River. Shelby’s operations north 
of the, May 13-31, 1864. Report of Shelby, p. 927. 


Darline, Steamer: Mentioned: s< o.- - o5 «oes oe eee Soe eee 873 
Darnall, Marmaduke. H. Mentioned. ...~. .. 2.0 oc. < ct nc woccaecnscce seus 698, 708 
Darr, John. yMenhoned> 6.222. ass see Sater eee 127 
Daugherty; D On Mentioned ss. o2s2 50s uae sake babes eek sae eee 850 
Pavenport,-a, 3.4; Mon tioned... ..5- pecs cate demenen Said tenet mele eon eee 848 
David's Ferry, Red River, La. 
Capture of U. 8, Transport Emma at. See Emma, U. 8. Transport. Cap- 
ture of, at David's Ferry, Red River, May 1, 1864. 
Engagement at, destruction of U. 8. S. Covington, and capture of U. S. 
8. Signal and steamer Warner, May 4-5, 1864. See Red River, 
La,., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. Reports of 
Banks, Nathaniel P. Nickerson, Frank §S. Taylor, Richard. 
Baylor, George Wythe. Smith, E. Kirby Ullmann, Daniel. 
Davidson, George B. Report of affair on Lane’s Prairie, Maries County, Mo., 
May .26, 1864. .45 Son Se nak on vas « «02 sone Cee ee nee 953 
Davidson, Henry W. Mentioned SPemPainnne +=. vv cd sce en eee on oie oe 638 


*See Annual Reet of Secretary « of the Nav y; Dee. 5, 1864, 
t No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Meee Mentioned —- 2-2... ccs ..cn2. 175, 208, 247, 262, 396, 447, 460, 465-467, 469, 959-962 — 
Reports of Cocaitinn from Morganza to the Atchafalaya River, La., ante 
skirmishes near Livonia and Morganza, May 30-June 5, 1864.. 96: 
Davis, Edwin P. Pa 
Mentioned a i ee en eee sa cnee cnemee nance .. 170,17 


Campaign, Mani 10-May 22, 1864-257. ....---- 


woes ee ey 


2 ts mi: ieee ne c= 5 471, 472 ; =, 
eeeee---.. 200, 207 = 


Debray, X. B. Mentioned... ..397, 520, 523, 562, 563, 567, 580, 587, 593, 608, 611, 619, 630 
De Camp, Daniel. Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 


fo). Ce Pe ter ee -  ern e Pee e ee 299 
Deepwater Township, Mo. Affairin, March 27, 1864. Report of Joseph H. 
Littles. ceases ee fe, casunl sian phen he tee 856 
Defenses of New Orleans. See New Orleans, Defenses of. 
Defriese, John M. Mentioned......--....---.------ -----+ eee ene cerns eee 1038 
De Glaize Bayou, La. See Bayou De Glaize, La. 
De Hart, William M. Mentioned..-....-.--.------++-- eee-csenneee eneee 169, 283 


Delaware Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : Ast, 171, 174, 395, 406-408, 415. 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 


wee Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith...............-....-2-----e-e eee 535, 540° % 
“Mentioned. 34,58, 476, 478, 479, 482, 488, 535, 541, 542, 548, 550, 560, 597, 762, 928, 1025 
Pere etelwon- Cy 2 Mentone... sind vsee sens scveshen dn sayasmaseae ans costae 30 
Pree ON, —- Menbloned . 2... ovees oan nc meses caanercaccee Dnowes nak. ccermeee 
Wawis, izzie, Steamer. Mentioned 2... 2 cee asicroc ners nnnccs cecccs noeece 869, 870 
_ Davis, N. G. Mentioned .........- AE = Rep RRS ae atte mca sai acini ao al 625 
trict OUTST ee ON OUOU Gon once agar ce new ean os vnaon<erece senses ore Rae eoee 892 
Davis, Thomas J. Mentioned ..........-- Facadoercesie ne gaunes aaa eae TAL 
Davis, William. 
RETO eer en en ne naan b malenn dake eae aaa ARP ne SE 452, 459 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10—May 22, 1864 .....--...--.. 470 
Davis’ Bend; La: Skirmish at, June 29, 1864". 2. eco eec eae oe enn eee 8 
maw gon, Major, -. Montioned -..- 64. -0ce<0 2s acacnanveccccves soaesemereestacsss 143 
Dawson, William. Report of skirmish on Halcolm Island, Mo., Feb. 2, 1864. 124 
Day, John W. Mentioned ......- 22. 22-22 enee concer cee ee cee eee ce ceee cwenne 408 
Day, Nicholas W. Reports of 
Berwick, La. Affair at, May 1, 1864. -... 2... 122 n ne ne none pee n ne enn weneens 905 
Brashear City, La. Expedition from, Feb, 3-6, 1864 .......----.---------- 124 
Dayton, Mo. Skirmish at, April 27, 1864" ......-.--.-----.----------------- 5 
Dean, Christopher C. Mentioned.....-....---.---- s----+ «+--+ +e eee eee eee 135 
Debiney, Montioned.) 2a ee eninnemee cease anu $5.0 noncbe nema 991 


Besse - Benton, Thomas 0. ~ Cunningham, Edward. : 
De ‘Morse, Charles. : =o 
2 eS a rr = 744,785, 786, 


Report of Camden, ee Expedition; March eet 3, 1864-3. as a6 Sree 
‘Deneen, Samuel H. Mentioned....-.-..----.------+2 eee sees ye emnccore seers 
‘Dengler, Adolph. SS 

Moi tioHogie- oc. 25 Soo. on acetals ae ae ee eee eee ees "658, 687, 722, 724, 726, 731 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864-...520- 728, 729, 731 2 
_Denton; Ozias.— Mentioned ...-.....--<--. :-s=cegawec-ce -250 === Pascees 637, 850 — 


penver, Colo. Expedition from: See Reputean River, Kans. Expedition 
- from Denver, Colo., to the, April 8-23, 1864. 
De Paul Bayou, La. See Bayou De Paul, La. 


Derbys Nelson RR. Mentioned ess. +. .5 ccs sess oes cs once sec. boas Seas pe eaeee 31239 
De Russy, Fort. See Fort De Russy. = 
Des Moines, Steamer. Mentioned ..........-----. --2- oon e wenn won ate 
=: Desmukes, Captain. Mentioned .... 2-2... 2-2. caceecacene eneeere===aseeeeee p11 
. Devall’s Bluff, Ark. Affair near, May 22, 1864. Report of Ezra M. Beardsley. 944 — 
Devereux, John C. Mentioned ...-.........--.....- Be PP som OE TR at 
De View Bayou, Ark. See Bayou De Vine: Ark. 
Devil’s Fork of Red River, Ark. Expedition to. See Batesville, Ark. 
Expedition to Devils Fork of Red River, ete., from, March 24-31, 
1864, 
: Devine, John. Mentioned................ CS PG dence 
= Woviny, captam,~ Mentioned 22: 0!5... 32.5 2 So oes sce S one oe ee 857 
Devoe, William R.~ Mentioned 0. css .e cs ices ccc wen cce conctucece 155, 489, 573 
Dexter, Charies, Mentioned s..o2s2- 6 cos aS so seals os So ew Seana 880° 
Diadem, Steamer. Mentioned .....-...222.- .ccnes cence ecce eee Wea ae see 379, 386 
Diaria; Steamer. - Mentioned... 0 22s oo ese be coo ene eee 377, 948, 951 
Dickey, Cyrus E. Mentioned~.--.- 22.2.5 -2 2 ce. 222 nce ence ee eenees 266, 267, 300, 302 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Thomas E. G. Ransom. 
Dickey, William H. 
Mentioned ss vas ate eee ewes 167, 168, 171, 175, 177, 179, 199, 201, 235, 254, 278, 487 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ...........-. 443 
Dickson, Washington T.. Mentioned <.-. 5... .ccdessccecs cuocesdcneesccunee 804 
Dilda; Charles A. Mentioned <5 22h. 5.222 cS oae cee een eee 871 
Diligent; Steamer, = Mentioned css >... . eka wane Mse sees Sel ee 129 
Dill, -W illiam,*=Menvioneds-2s< = 2223 << 22 cece sceosts bee ee 978 
Dillon, Thomas. Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22,1864 287 
Dimmitt,“Wilbur-C;-—Mentioned.-. = ee ne eee 274 
Dings, “William, -Mentioned=-2s, Saas ace ee ee eee ee 637 
Dioux; Louis. - Mentioned =< 2 sees eee. ee Zhakentan tenes 69 
Ditch Bayou, Ark. See Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark, 
Diz, Clark. “Mentioned, 2-2-2: 5 saat oo eee eee 243 
Dixie, Steamer,- : Mentioned: .. 225 25s. isc s thee 576, 578 
Dobbin, Archibald S. -Mentioned....... 2.2... cc ccce ce ncce ccclee 925, 928, 980, 1044 
Dockery, Thomas P. Mentioned................---..---ce-e--ee 556, 660, 661,714, 
715, 743, 770, 775, 779-781, 783, 784, 787-789, 793-797, 799, 800, 808, 824, 838 
Dodd, Theodore Hi=‘Mentionedsas--s <=... ee ee 903, 904 
Dodson, W. H. » Mentioned 2.yeseate sss... . - ee  ae 850 
Dolan, Christopher. Mentioned 1.222. cue -----eecccccoceccsncceccccecece 469 
Donaldsonville, La. _ Skirmish OU MER LEGS” o.. acs. cease cece eee 2 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 
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, John. nee ee 2 J 
2, William G. IBDN oc es eras sae °c ee - 98 


=} TF. MONONCH > Sooo F isos te set cies os ace Secss oe Oo 
n, Felix W. Report of engagement on Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, ea 
Axles, June 618642. o-sae cn oee = eevee Be ee eens - Wt 
Remy aoa foo Mantioned | s.205 22. ic cs oases oe Eo ce. 288 


Doubtful Cafion, N. Mex. Skirmish in, May 4, 1864. Abstract from ae 2. 
of events on return of the District of Arizona for May, 1864.... 909 


mougherty, William B. Mentioned ...........--2-- ---<cecess -dbece c--- ence 274. - : 


_ Douglas and Ozark Counties, Mo. Scout from Forsyth through. See For-— 
syth, Mo. Scout from, through Ozark and Douglas Counties, June 


5-12, 1864. 
- Douglas, Bea: 
Correspondence with Richard Taylor. ...... Be SPO pL Pay 575, 576 
: ET I cic Oc aa a SS 155, 489, 496, 499, 502, 505, 506, 575, 800 
_ Douglass, Joseph B. Report of skirmish near Columbia, Mo., June 17,1864. 1024 
Dove, Steamer. Mentioned.........---.-- ae Ra ae 132, 863, 867 
Dover, Ark. Skirmish at, March 25, i Geer rere tats eer a ee 4 
Dow, Charles W. W. Mentioned <-.s 0202 - <suenoesee a pe 711, 712 
Downing, Jacob. 
PERERA ct po =- ~~ pace s- nn oA RS ris ge Peccees sosens Sexe 
Reports of Cedar Bluffs, Colo. 
Scout from American Ranch to, May 9-10, 1864 ............. oeale bebe Soe 
Perna Ai eRe ST UA. a amectes t=. ahepcns siawaaca ventwanstancns 907 
Doxey, Charles T. Mentioned ....-...... OE OCR TEL 4G4 
Drake, Francis M. 
Mentioned sa etagiaw-< -<ingo< > 668, 686, 688, 698, 705, 706, 709, 717, 781, 795, 797, 798 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864....--.. 710, 712, 715 
Drake, George B. Correspondence with 
Herrmann, Charles J. von...--.----..---- tape dhcr pecans eases sencees--- 210 
Le Duc, Alphonse .....52.-.-.- wn-. ~-seees vecee wi euees on ng -koeenpnsesuacee 270 
ROPE OALION Piste nee 1 airs dopa lawer sins = ood e'gen> tse 0=rinsg osm caret 246, 271 
Simpson, William .....- Sein rdeeeee oo se nase ese enone onc aeuaet ene 272 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Nathaniel P. Banks. 
Drapeau, Blanc. Mentioned....-...-.--.----------- ---- 2+ e-- ene eee eee nee ene 78 
Drapeau, Lous. Mentioned ....-..-....-------------------++------++---++-+- 78 
Draper, Daniel M. Report of affair in Chariton County, Mo., April 11, 1864.. 882 
Drewry, ThomasM. Mentioned..-.----------.----- ----------+--+++++----- 808 
Drywood Creek, Mo. Skirmish near, May 16, 1864. Reports of 
Blair, Charles W ....---.---- 2-2-2 -- +--+ enone nee enn e ern ee eee ee eee ee 936 
Curtis, Samuel R.--.-. ---- ------ ee ne coon ee eee e eee eee rer ene ee cree te ceee 935 
Duces, Mentioned. 22. osc sn cteda eben pced ever spocse nes en) -orntpeeee 7 
Dudley, Captain. Mentioned ...........--.--+------+ --- +--+ renee eee cee eeee 179 
Dudley, Lieutenant. Mentioned-.......-.....-+-- +--+ -----+-2-- e022 ree eee 623 
Dudley, Nathan A.M. Mentioned ........--.------------------ rete ae Te 171, 
226, 227, 261, 264, 266, 444-449, 451-453, 455, 456, 458, 459, 471 
Duff, James. Mentioned ...--. .----.------ en ee cee n ne cee eee ee cere teen neeeee £8 
Duffy, R. J. Mentioned ....-...--2. 1-21-2220 eee eee tere eens eee ees 792, 795 
Duggan, Lieutenant. Mentioned ........---.------. ---------0 eee tee reer eee 1056 
Duncan, Captain. Mentioned ...-.......--.---------+-----+ tere reer cree eee 1002 
Duncan, Lawson A. Mentioned.......-.--.----- ---- +--+ --++++ereeere-e- 698, 725 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 


Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 
Dunham, Alonzo. ee a ee a 
Dunham, Robert T. Mentioned ....-.-.---------s- ++ ,oee----- 192, 206, 665, 666, 
Dunksburg, Mo. Affairs near, June 27-28, 1864. Report of William B. Bal- 


lew weoerecrcreweerrrerre PSSA Se Sieg aes n sis 6 se= seman, eoree: 
Dunlap, W. ww. Mentioned wore core ces 5 See leeeeos ager. Sh Lees a 
Dunn, Clark. sae 2 
Mentioned ....-..--+----2+ eee cere re teee en ees cence eeee cence sees = Sons ,908 
: Reports of — 
= Beaver Creek, Kans. Expedition from Sees Sanbare Colo., to, April 
14-18, 1864.22. fcc ee nee oe nee coe nee ee ee ce ene cone eee ee 


Fremont’s Orchard, Colo. 
Dunn, James. Mentioned .......--.--.----- ---- +--+ --- + ++ 222 eee eee 
Dunn, Lawrence. Mentioned.....-..---.-----------.-----+----+ ---0----- = 
Dunn; Matthew. Mentioned --......-. 22. 22-522 ee-- ooo -essiesse eese Smee ee 
Dunn. Melville S. Mentionéd ..... 2.2... 2k case eee eee = ele 
Dunn's Bayou, La. Engagement at, May 5, 1864, See Red River, La.,Campaign, 
March 10-May 22, 1864. Reports of Nickerson, p. 442; Ullmann, 
p. 474, For full -Teports, see Report ‘of Secretary of the Navy, 


1864. = : 

Dunscomb, Leander S. - Mentioned ........---.----2+ sees eeeee- 62, 63, 103, 104, 132 

Dutch Mills, Ark. Skirmish at, April 14, 1864" ........ ae eee 654 

= Dutton, Georeew Monvioned .2 cc. sos on can ase rieces sane sees ssecaecen seca 917-920 — 
: Dirvaheor Par MOntlOned |, 2... <5 soe wienes sos teeta cen Ss poess Creh taewas DeuSeaee 789 
wieht, Charies:C,,. Mentioned: soc. cxesese cece anes see oe iice come ee 221 
Dwight, D. A. Mentioned ...-...... odes > ang ca epee moots dee eee eee 424 


Dwight, William. 
Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 19th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864... ---2 2.2... eee. wee 425 
Mentioned: <<. tal sa anesecss Sesaeioseseaeeeees 170, 182-184, 200, 201, 230-233, 258, 
260, 308, 311, 354, 355, 391-393, 395, 397, 398, 404, 410, 411, 416, 417, 425, 426 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.....-.....-.. 420 
For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Nathaniel P. Banks. 
Dwinal; Francis E.: “Mentioned. =o sso sees ae oe eee es Soe eee Sse 435 
Dyer, Clarence. Mentioned .--. os. pc vases s wen tnt eee eee Sac Cee 
Dyer, isanC. op MOumOUCU. we oves to e-awiecaweneses < ames et ie a= as eee eee 170, 174 
Dyer, James- Cra MON UONOU sc cence. soe sgn ae eho peta ee ee eee 637 
tlads*Janies-D:-. Montioned:.. ss cc .eenbous cep eee sae aes 945, 946, 1001-1003 
Eagle Pass, Tex. Affairat, June 19, 1864. Reports of 
Pyron, Charles: =<. coo: ecsppina cay sea Ree ees ee re en eee 1033 
Ware, Janes Ao. a<e 2esacs 5 -2s gence eageem tes Swene Spain aoe ae eee 1034, 1035 
Hagler, Charles J." Mentioned <2. .2..2-.~. .eseesn sn serspcacepuaneues 706, 713, 715. 
Bames [or Ames ?], Clara, Steamer. Mentioned.........-...........--.. 949, 951 
Marly, Jubal A. -Montioned.<.. iss. ..- «+ stenceeaee una ae eee 25, 27, 28, 47 


Easley, Robert. Mentioned 
Eastport, U.S.S. 


Destruction of. nee Deloach’s Bluff, La. Engagement at, and destruction of 
the U. S. S. Eastport, April 26, 1864, 


Mentioned <>. ba. .otces eee 126, 190, 206, 209, 219, 403, 477, 558, 585, 589 
on 6 ee ORE kd oes Obs ons ces 2 ae 604 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


sauce eisuccesens tu wredeeeeedsecne Glas bssk oe = awe 383 


Smoky Hill, Ree slion ct ee 16, 1864 


blic een ,Kans. Expedition from Denver, Colo., to the, April — 
8-23, <i ee 
Gustavus A. 


~ Old River ‘Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark, icigagements on, June 6, 1864. 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.... sespee = 


. ‘Edgar, William. Mesiousd ae 


Be SAaiiadeon, Dawid-—Montionedir: societies anni ag aes oes . 2 seed 


| Edwards res Mentioned .....---2+ --20---es+2+ sevens eceeeseeneeeeseee 


“Bawards, J. F. Mentioned......-.--.. corer ne te cree er ewes seseee cee 


Edwards, John. ix, oe eee 
Itinerary of 1st Brigade, Frontier Divisions Canidant Ark,, Expedition, 

March 23-May 3, 1864 ........- PEG CSeSde aa Socks danas eae -- 43° = 
RR et ae ela ce Selena man wcrne saetersdercs ccoess «ose 7 tn == 658 
EET OUTIONOO ire. ae eros t nce een cu wens bat ccd senses ccs degmecmensees 569 
meee See NIOTITLONOCH . occisc seven c oes env es ss ncee «-. acd duemaeeeeemoene 156 
Ehle, Marshall M. Correspondence with Charles W. Blair ........... Re ter 1015 
Bider, ENC S SOUR ial fase ha rad Delt ok abe anton e sieeve SeRSED 900° 
Bis, Anton. Mentioned ........--.... ee ree Dawe She ~ sata woe -. Sse 


iilgee; Charios 16:0), = Montloned <2. oo. o sec cnvalen se voce nae «254: 0kedpaneneDNIy abe: 


PERS ABORT, Set Gee MCI OU ota elec wavige a Vag oe + on woe Sov cee cctavtetes cote 843 = 
Elkin’s Ferry, Little Missouri River, Ark. Engagement at, April 3-4, 1864. 
Seo Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. Reports of 
‘ Caldwell, Joseph W. Marmaduke, John 8. Rice, Samuel A. 
Drake, Francis M. Norris, Wesley W. Salomon, Frederick. 
Engelmann, Adolph. Peetz, Charles. Steele, Frederick. 
Kittredge, Charles W. Price, Sterling. Wheeler, Junius B. 


McLean, William EF. 
See also Itinerary of 1st Brig., 3d Div., 7th Army Corps, p. 699. 


Ella Morse, Steamer. Mentioned......-.--- ..---. .----+ 6---- 20+ noo - cones 912, 914 
Bllet, Alfred W. Mentioned .... .... 22. --0- 00 eee eee scene ee neers ceeeee 197, 203 
Elliott, Benjamin. ; 
SOR AM ee a ore is we ann Same arise 4S = 5 785, 835, 837, 839, 927, 1051 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864..-..----.-.---- 840 
Ellis, Asa A. Mentioned..-....--.-..----- --- +--+ + eee ener ee tee teen eee 70 
Ellis, James C. Mentioned....---....---.------ ------ + 22+ e+ eee v eee reese 992 
Bilison, B. F. Mentioned ..........-- ---- 2. ee nn eee ee ee eee cee ene teenies 620 
Ellison, Jesse. Mentioned -......--..--. OE EE 831, 833, 834, 984, 985 
Blrod, George. Mentioned..-.....---.--.- 2-2 ----- eee e eee ene nee cere tenes 858 
Blrod, Jane. Mentioned..--.. -...-.-.-------2 see ee eee teen cere reese 859 
Emerald, Steamer. Mentioned .......-..-.--------------- 126, 379, 381, 382, 384, 388 . 
Emerson, Charles S. Mentioned..........--..--------------+---- 174, 221, 404, 405 
Emerson, Frank. Mentioned -........ 169, 227, 259, 265, 267, 290-292, 294, 298, 299, 302 
Emery, Frederick W. Mentioned ....-....------------+-+-++-+---+-- 464, 470, 471 
Emery, Nelson W. Mentioned ......--...----------+ +++ eee eerste reste res 415 


Emily, Schooner. Mentioned ....---.-+000:--ree cerrercecereraerre sees dtas ope 
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Baylor, P. 621, = - 


“Emma, No. 2, Steamer. ‘Mentioned ees cot Sapereg PREe oeee se eete reece 1047 
Emory, WilliamH. ey Sh ee 
Assignment to command ye res Tiss te ee + Sa cageasiar sess: = 162 


- Congratulatory Orders. Red River, ee eyes March ar 1864 398 


Peranbeiedst eee re < cece cece 240,475,621 


Correspondence with Sa 
Bailey, George W.... 22.2.2 --2- cc ec ences com enn ence nn cecees con wes ones “942 = 
Banks, Nathaniel P .........--....-.- siddeasiechschseebe pals meseeemtet aoe 
Binge, Honry-Waeeeece eres ote esues- oe SS SSon SBS Serer Assess 397 
Franklin, William: Bic... - cce3css <0 FESS Sen bese aoe srance 413, 461 
IGLATIC, OSs creme acerca eras tease er eee Oe erania seein eas cine soe p ae wa-Beamie 400 

‘Itinerary of 1st Division, 19th Army Corps. Red River, La.,Campaign, 
Marchal 0—May- 22,1864 25. 3. 5...Ss i wc cecelen Someta = 9e eens 420 


Mentioned -...167, 168, 170, 174, 177, 182, 199-202, 207, 212, 228-230, 232-236, 238, 252, 
256-258, 260-263, 274, 277, 308, 317, 354, 355, 357, 358, 389-391, 393, 397-400, 
406-414, 418-421, 423, 424, 433, 435, 436, 439, 441, 457, 460, 469, 579, 607, 960 


Reports of 
Atchafalaya River, oo ‘Expedition from ‘Morgana to the, and ene 
mishes near Livonia and Morganza, May | 30-June 5, 1864...... 958-960 
Bayou Grossetete, La. Affair at, June 19,1864 ....-.-.--2.222--.2--.. 1083 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22,1864 -........ 389, 393, 394, 397 - 
Engel wv tlneun. Men tloned . oon. oc onie sores aciecav nc eces ciccewemowswee 138 


Engelmann, Adolph. 
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 3d Division, 7th Army Corps. Camden, Ark., 


Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864..-.......-..-22-..----------. 727 
MOM GIONCU nse oo. sou ce cos se eos sale Sees SoS wean Sea See 658, 669, 671, 674, 
684, 685, 687-690, 693-695, 697, 702, 707, 716, 721, 731, 732, 736, 738, 740, 742 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ......-. 720, 722, 723 
Singland, Orin O. “ Mentioned — 23°02. 2 oe secs eae ven eeeeoedeesenenaoe 328, 329 
English, Thomas W.~° Mentioned. .... 2-222 eso co ce cece cae cos cous coun 617 
Eppstein, Joseph A. Correspondence with William S. Rosecrans............ 117 
dirickson;: James Po= Mentioned... oye wcsa see cscs bin suc ese et eee 1021 
Hriey,-W . = MONvONCU «naa. os oSSsenwesersls-Sounas eens eee ee 127 
Erwin; Captain... Mentioned. ae~ josces ss esccse sos sve scant ee aeee ccs een 863 
ape y,, Slueil =< MenwiOned -.~ 2-4 stmecisc~ obec wacececst ean te asus sea 658 
EBSCO, Un; O-  MONtONON.o =o. os ap scoses cae ccs seen ea UE een ee ene 306 
Fistes, J. C.> Mentioned ..-s... 2.2022 ee eee ek So ee 604 
Histis; Blisha:~“Mentioned’s 3. 2a. oo  ee e 939 
Hstrella, U.8.S.* Mentioned. te oe no a ee ee eee 885, 886 
Btris, A.-K. Mentioned o> correo cea eae ae fence ee eee 808 
Eudora Church, Ark, Skirmish at, May 9, 1864*........-....-...--..--- eee 6 
Evans, Captain. (Confederate.) Mentioned..............222. +22. --ee cecnce 65 
Evans, Captain. (Union.) ~ Mentioned... 02.55.2261. cecw cons ceccee vend cacece 125 
Evans, Prank D. Mentioned .......2....2......-- eae oe astewsyonewees 1024 
Evans, G. W. 
Correspondence with A. W. Roberts... . 2.2... cc. cee coe cnen seccee coceee 647 
Mentioned: - 25 lenge as Pema secs cis Co eee 113, 642, 645, €47 
Everett, Charles. Mentioned-......... Spas ees swewce Sueaten ee eeeeotes cose 175 
Ewell, R. S. _ Mentioned see ne eee PauneMaenb es oes os + cc cue Se ee BOME Godse s 15 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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‘Thomas, jr. Correspondence with Henry B. Milks ...- 
g, William L., Steamer. Mentioned .........--2.. 022+ 
ange, U.S. S. : 
Engagement with, June 1, 1864. See Mississippi River. Greene's pir aere 
pe 3 He Ax west bank of the, May PEED, 1864. Report of Sree 
MMe oned een Ef Ge scene eer... wer 952 as 
- ‘Ezell, J. J. Mentioned ..--.. --..-----+.-200e coe eee eee cece ee ene rene se pena WOES 
Fackler, Wiley B. Mentioned wees te ecee conte ec cere tee eee cece coos ~ 686,711, 823 
aeneccor, James. Mentioned +.-+ .z-.> 0. ssccetencemenaticaniiwlss+--.--- 002 - 18 
- Pagan, James F. 


Mentioned ........-.-.--- ete en a sal, oo OS: 555-587, e 
559, 664, 665, 668-676, 680, 683, 688, 713-715, 717, 718, 764, 779-781, 783,784, 
“ 786, 787, 790, 793, 794, 818, 820, 824-826, 831, 834-836, 839, 840, 842, 843, 1058 = 
be Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864_......... 2... 788 a 
ees emith, Montioned .....................-... --»- «sean 405, 424 ey 
ee ratroniid, Stephen A. Mentioned..............-..--2-----e0e-enceeece vee 861 3 
_ Fairview, Ark. Scout from Batesville to, March 25-26, 1864, Report of Kd- a 
4 Ren Te ina SE Tinea reer GME oso vine ence ns 2s so ncee OOD 
_ Fall, B.¥F. Mentioned ............- wenienmn orange tebe nen nee oon nnn one censenis 789 | 
_ Falls City, Steamer. Mentioned ...........-- 380, 385, 388, 504, 522-524, 530, 536, 582 = 
_ Faries, Thomas A. a 
RGEC IP en ee eee Re oy ng ems nssin weve seuss eases 156, 158, 529 % 
Reports of 
’ Ouachita River, La. Operations on the, March 1-4, 1864, including ile 
actions at Trinity and Harrisonburg.....-.--.-...-.--------- 158-160 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ..-.....-.-.-..-- 629, 631 
Simsport, La. Engagement at, June 8, 1864.....-.--.-.-...--------- 987 
Farley, etc., Mo. Expedition from Fort Leavenworth, Kans., to, June 16-17, 
1864. Report of Robert H. Hunt ....-.-.----.----------------- 1016 
Farnan, Captain. Mentioned..-...---.------------.-------------+---------- 892 
Farragut, David G. Mentioned.-...--..-.------------------------- 11, 33, 211, 1045 
Farrar, Bernard G. Mentioned --...--.-. -------------+-----+ ++++ +++ +++ 129, 130 
Farris, C. M. Mentioned .....----. .----- -----+ 022-2 eee ee eee eee eee 638 
Fauntleroy, T. K. Mentioned.....-------------+----. ----------++-+-- 479, 535, 634 


Fawn, U.S.S. 
Engagement between Shelby’s forces and the, June 24-25, 1864. See White 
River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20-29, 1864. Reports of Steele, 
p. 1042; Shelby, p. 1050. 

MPauTONOd’ -o6 - cade cana ee ne eons Scene soe cee ncoces samt es = = nee 929 
Fay, WilliamE. Mentioned -.........---.---------+ sere er cree cee ceee sees 726 
Fayetteville, Ark. 

Affair near, June 24, 1864. Report of M. La Rue Harrison.....--.---.--.. 1053 

Scout from Springfield, Mo., toward, April 28-May 7, 1864. Report of John 

COSZIOVE .- 220. cene cee e cee e eee ce cert cee e cee eee ceewweteeeee 904 

Skirmish at, May 19, 1864" ea ee wens nena ee eee e ns sarees ene soscnsance senens 6 


*No circumstanti: il reports on file, 
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Field, B. J.. Mentioned .-.--- ------------- cece eee cere e cece seen cece er seen 
_ Figueira, Marijenia._ Mentioned .... ---------+-seeeee coer er teens cee serene 
_ Pillebrown, Charles B. Mentioned .....---+------ 2-2-2 -202 cee eens cere tree 
Finley, Charles. Mentioned ..-.. Sage bea chee CR Eee wees Spare. = so 
Fischer, Waldemar. : 
Mont ono ee este ses oc Scare awe Soe tee we tations wa at wake Secanerers 116, 6 3 
Report of affair near ihe California House, Mo., Feb. 12, 1864 .-- 2... 523s 138 — 
Fish Bayou, Ark. See Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. a : 
Fisher, Lieutenant. Mentioned.........--...---. --- 22 eo eon wn ee ns Mere oe ot! 


Fisher, Lioutenant-Colonel. Mentioned... .... +++. .+--2+2secees cores eres 1055, 1056 : 
Fisk, Clinton B. : RES 


Mentioned Se ee raboperrewecesst Saye 1030 
Reports of — 3 
Arnoldsville, Mo. ~ Skirmish near, ae raid on New Market, ‘June 1, 

Ro UY er EO SANS A hee es SB onC abe Seana see 965 
Laclede, Mo. Descent on, aa pursuit of the raiders, June 18-19, 1864. 1026. 
Ridgeley, Mo. Skirmish at, June 11, 1864..............22- Passe erties 999 
Eask, Julius G. Mentioned - 2... oo. sss ecn cw nks scence Sake ee oe 658 
Pus “William -O;.-- Men honed oes anos causa sett one aoene a pee 170, 174 
PiLChebizka-— NI ONUOUC ===. cdc ceiemesaacessta< Wale ous 6 asain einen ne aie ea 91,146 
Fitzgerald, William J. 
Mentioned: 2 << 5.032 jis Seccs hon Spee eee Se eee 1004, 1005 
7 Report of skirmish at Ridgeley, Mo., June 11, 1834 ........-....---...-... 1000 
Fitzgeraldine, Ramund.. Mentioned 5.35 2 wate oo eee eee ee eee 69 
Fitzhugh’s Woods, near Augusta, Ark. Action at, April 1, 1864. Resor 
of 
Andrews, Christopher: Okt. sssconoatecetace~ cneeoe nice see nen saan cot een 863 
Foster, Biverett Wisse oor oes cag oeone seco ee eee ne eed eee 866 
Plags. Inscription of names of engagements on, authorized: .22. o> seat eeeee 401 
sianders, Benjamin: F— Mentioned %~. =. s.thn<. sae ouita= > sean eS eee 214 
Pilanders,-Georze A. Mentioned =. 3251p. cs sep eemase stele se ee eee VFL V6 
Flanders, John-O.ne Mentioned). <2 acto cces pene ai eemceeaee oe eee ee 407 
Fleming, Mentioned: ccc eeshannemeeeicne ee aaa ay nee 137 
Flesher, Henry. Mentioned..... rn cobs es heme enreee ekeeaes CI ee aa - 1038 
Flint Creek, Ark. Skirmish at, March 6, 1864" 22.22. 2.52: 5. -csctececce-ecce 3 
Flory, Aaron M. Mentioned....--.............-. 169, 228, 259, 273, 274, 282, 283, 286 
Flynn, John, Mentioned... 5... sn... coscveencdnsegene obese eh Cee 69 
Folsom, Simpson ‘W.— Mentioned...:......- nes eslaeenccsn ne. cae ecnneemee TOOMeG 
Fonda, John G. 
Correspondence with George L. Andrews ...-.. 0.20. ccee cece cceceee ceceee 879 
Mentioned ..... <.5 i pease eeeeincael sss. < ag Sa ee eLeeeS See 879 
Fontaine, Henry B. Mantioaen SeeRGED Sab sss =2* cs cas ee Ec eeeEmeee 611, 613, 619, 620 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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eh US Le a aa ec eg ea pe ~oinnanie 647, 1054 
: Report of skirmish at Rancho Las ae Whod Tex., June 25, 1864 prea. 2a aoe a 
Fordham, Elbert H. ee 


‘3 Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, “1864 SE CPE én aoe = 
_ Foreman, John A. Mentioned .............2.2..-.---- oes > <n oe “407, LIS 
_ Forrest, NathanB. Mentioned -...........-....--- .-+--+ 10,31, 32, 34, 37, 38, 57, 58 
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r ~~ 1864. Report of Jacob Cassairt.......... ....--.-- PTs on nnange Tite 
Fort Bisland, La. Skirmish at, April 12, 1864*..-.....--....---..----. .----- 5 
Port De Russy, La. Capture of, March 14, 1864. See Red River, La., Cam- : 
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Banks, Nathaniel P. Humphrey, Thomas W. Shaw, William T, Lj 
Becht, John C. Kinney, Thomas J. Smith, Andrew J. 4 
Cockefair, James M, Lynch, William F. Smith, E. Kirby. = 
Cooke, Philip St.George. Mower, Joseph A. Smith, Thomas Kilby. ; 
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Gilbert, James I. 
See also Itineraries of 3d Brig., 1st Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 330; Ist Brig., ; 
3d Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 343; 2d Brig., 3d Div., 16th Army e 
Corps, p.358. Also Sketch, p. 224. ., 
Fort Gibson, Ind. T. Skirmish near, April 3, 1864* ..... pie te pee, 4 3 
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Expedition from. See Farley, etc., Mo. Expedition from Fort Leavenworth, 
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Foster, Everett W. 
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Foster,James P. Mentioned .....----. .----- ---20+ 2200 ee ee erence seen ee eens 174 
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* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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= Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, $8640. 256, 261, 262. 
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: EL G SLOOd” 2 onc wee co eme sh bese serene Beane aes oe ewe an aoa aoe 3 
e iim eaters... .o< ous en oda snes eee ceeenen ite 5 
' Indian Brigade. Itinerary of, Feb. 1-29, 1864...-....----- +2220 2-2 eee ee eee 111 
Indian Territory. ; FN 
Maxey, Samuel B., resumes command of, May 9, 1864.....--.-- ca ceeeceeeee 6 
Operations in the. eee ; = 
Feb, 1-24, 1864. =) - , 
Communications four William A. Phillips SeeroeSecectedes .---- 108-111 x 
Itinerary of the Indian Brigade, Feb. 1-29, 1864 ..............2-+ 111 
Reports of a 
Dbiliips,“WillianyA..2c.: .fecdses cies suea bee sobs saa 106,108 
‘Wright,Moses B, C252. 3o0oe sos eet ea ee eee 112 : 


April 15-20, 1864. Report of William A. Phillips.............0...---- 888 
indian Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 
Cherokee—Regiments : Ist, 107; 2d, 107, 905, 922. 
Chickasaw—Battalions: 1st, 1011, 1013. 
Choctaw—Regiments : 1st, 107; 2d, 107, 785, 786, 849. 
Choctaw and Chickasaw—Regiments : 1st, 785, 786, 849. 
Creek—Regiments: 24, 107. - 
Seminole—&atta/ions : 1st, 107. 
Indian Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st Home Guards, 111,112; 24 Home Guards, Tr 
112; 3d Home Guards, 111, 112. 
Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavyy—Regiments: 1st, 171, 175, 406, 408, 409, 415. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries; Ist, 169,173, 259, 266, 267, 279, 285, 293; 2d, 658, 
719, 743, 744, 746, 748, 751, 752, 755-757 ; 3d, 172,176, 224, 313, 316, 317, 319, 2 
320, 322, 328, 336, 338-340, 344, 348, 352, 353, 357, 361, 364, 367, 368, 370-373, 
972,973, 980; Oth, 172,176, 225, 303, 315, 317-321, 326, 327, 335, 339-342, 344, 
345, 347-349, 357, 361, ; 367, 368, 372, 373. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 97, 98, 659, 712, 769, 770, 772,773; 4th, 175. 
Infantry—Regiments: 5th[?], 903; 11th, 169, 173, 405 ; 16th, 171, 175, 260, 
290, 302, 307, 315, 316, 335, 448, 449, 459, 459, 463,464; 24th, 169, 173, 247, 
405; 27th, 404, 405; 34th, 169,173,405; 43d, 658, 685, 686, 692, 705, 707— 
710, 712-714, 717, 735; 46th, 169, 173, 259, 273, 282, 283, 405; 47th, 173, 405; 
49th, 173; 50th, 65 8, 684, 685, 689, 690, 692-694, 696-701, 703, 704, 730, 734, 
735, 757, 758; 52d, 313; 60th, 169, 173; 67th, 169, 173, 259, 266, 267, 291, 


292, 295-297, "405 ; 69th, 173; 89th, 172, 176, 230, 303, 313, 315, 317, 319, 328, 
336, 339-342, 344- 362, 413, AM. 


Tipe oi 


; SS Ee 
*No circumstantial reports on file, 


ee eee ee, oa a ae , 


= 


ee ice Savas 


_ Inks, Lieutenant. ROUIIOBEM 2. secs sca se Piao =e 


Intercourse. See Trade and Intercourse. 

Inwood, Henry C. Mentioned..............--..-.-- 

Iowa Troops. Mentioned. ‘ 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 2d, 322. 


we eee ween 


Cayalry—Regiments : 1st, 659, 663, 668, 709, 710, 712, 716, 765-767 ; 3a, 6595 = ue 


9th, 944, 969, 936. 

Infantry—Regiments : 3d, 172, 176, 383; 8th, 171, 176, 313, 329, 976; 12th, 
171, 176, 313, 329, 976, 1045; 14th, 172, 176, 230, 313, 352-357, 359-362, 964 Se 
367, 973, 980-983; 18th, 658, 743-746, 748-751, 753, 755-757 ; 22d, 23d, 281; - ~ 
24th, 169, 173, 258, 259, 273, 285-288, 404, 405; 27th, 172, 176, 230, 313, 348, 
352-354, 356, 357, 360, 362-364, 366, 367, 980-982 ; 28th, 169,173, 259,273, | 
285-289, 405; 29th, 658, 670, 684, 686, 689, 690, 692-697, , 706,709, 
726, 734 ; 32d, 172, 176, 230, 309, 313, 352-354, 356, 357, 360, 364-368, 980-983 ; 
33d, 658, 684, 685, 689, 692-698, 701-703, 724-726, 730, 735, 736, 740; 34th, 
173, 281; 35th, 171, 176, 230, 313, 316, 319, 320, 324, 326-329, 332-334, 338, 
976-978 ; 36th, 658, 686, 692, 696, 705-714, 716, 717,735 ; 40th, 658, 692, 698, 
720, 722-728, 730, 735, 737, 738, 740,741. 


eae Care 1) me MeNtONed =) 5 i 5. oes ~teecee pe enn ena wnee aetads Sone 1003 
arOn BHage, ds Li aokirmMisl at, June. 19,1864"%. ooo. eek eee eee 8 
Irvin, Frank A. 
- Correspondence with Frank W. Marston ..........--...------2s0s seen, 243, 247 

etd el ee eee a a ee ean ome Semin cc ods «00cse to tereseesonsen vcs ap 246 
Irwin, Albert A. 

UE CCEA eel ae oe ls On lye Ein eine wale oe wine aie meinen 91, 651 

Report of skirmish near White River, Ark., March 25, 1864 ..-.-.........- R55 
Irwin, Richard B. For correspondence as A. A. G.,see Nathaniel P. Banks. 
Perpre ariel best MOUmONOG =. laos ena nities - = <n ---~ <a> os == -nene aes 908 


Itineraries. See Operations in the Indian Territory, Feb. 1-24, 1864; Red River, 
La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864; Camden, Ark., Expedition, 
March 23-May 3, 1864. Also Army Corps. 


Bere Aan eMGU ONG. 20. 2a Fs pin angio natn one werner cnecss inset = ssnsgen 648 
ere Ce FI. MONUIONCO soo nos bee awe oer e veer -n-- 92 one ose rt nnn a anee 606, 802 
Jackaway, UNIGE ELIE STC sa cre ete ae ae ar ae ae oS SIP AC of 1040 
Jackman, Sidney D. Mentioned..--.......---.-.--«-.---- 908-910, 925, 928, 939, 970 


Jackson, La. Skirmishes at, and near Baton Rouge, March 3, 1864. Abstract 
from record of events on return of the 2d Brigade, Cavalry Di- 


vision, Department of the Gulf, for the month of March, 1864... 161 
Jackson, Andrew. Mentioned........---...---+ +--+ +----+ +++ 2-2 eee eee 652 
Jackson, Samuel H. Mentioned...-.....--.----.--------+--- - 90a a ee 387 
Jackson, W.L. Mentioned.-...-.--..--.-.---.-----+ ---+ eee eee eee ee tees 850 
Jackson County, Miss. Scouts in, Jan. 15-17, 1864, Report of James Me- 

poy Op int Ane a en ae pir aes 85 
Jackson and La Fayette Counties, Mo. Scouts in, with skirmishes, March 

20-30,1864. Report of Milton Burris --.-.--.------------------ 657. 


*No circumstantial reports on file, 
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Wood, W: ina Dic weg tes Last 3 ee ee 
‘Expeditio ) from. ‘See Augusta, Ark, Expedition from Fackoonort to id 
skirmish near Jacksonport, April 22-24, 1864. eRe : SS 
"Skirmish near. “See Augusta, Ark. Expedition from ee t r= 
mish near Jacksonport, April 22-24, 1864. : 
: Jacobs, Joby WW: = Mentioned .-5::-<-7--9 see eee eee ee 1, 
Jacobson, Gustavus. Mentioned ....-...-.- Paso Fer 69 


_ Jacoby, Lawrence. Mentioned....-....--..-.-+-+-- REtss Sees steer eeceer ee 173 
_ J.D. Swaim, Steamer. Mentioned ......-..----+-+----- ---- tee ees seee--e- 869,870 
Jeans, Beall. Mentioned-....--....--.--- poste e ae eR eek Sear Set sep tey(75)) 10 | 


PACHOLS.W lian gis == MontOneds.cccsc e-ciecs aU sec. - uss ook eee ee ee sees 785, 829, 830 
Wettorson, John. W; .Mewtioned 2c sac. seb se cicets o-oo 378 te ene aes tye vised 171, 176 


_ Jenkins, Henry. Mentioned ..............-.. See 948 
Jenkins, Wilton A. oe 
Bi NOG) 20 ee recr ines rs 659, 769-771, 773, 1025 — 
e Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .........-....- 17 


Jenkins’ ony Ark. Engagement at, April 30, 1864. See Camden, ithe Ba 


| pedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. Reporls of ae 
Burns, Simon P. Hardy, William R. Gal@mon® Fradeuigi: 4 
Churchill, Thomas J. Henry, Charles A. Shaver, R. G. Be: 
Clark, John B., jr. Lesueur, A. A. Steele, Frederick. aa 
Crawford, Samuel J. Lockhart, John O. Tappan, James C, 
Dengler, Adolph. Mackey, Cyrus H. ‘Thomson, Thomas D, 3 
Engelmann, Adolpk. ~ Marmaduke, John S. Waul, Thomas N. y 
Garrett, John A. Parsons, Mosby M. Wheeler, Junius B. : 
Gause, Lucien C. Price, Sterling. Williams, H. G. P. ‘ 
Greene, Colton. Rice, Samuel A. 3 


See also Andrews to West, p. 667. Also Itineraries of 3d Div., 7th Army Corps, : % 
p. 693; 1st Brig., 3d Div., 7th Army Corps, p. 699; 3d Brig., 3d 
Div., 7th Army Corps, p. 727; 1st Brig., Frontier Div., p. 437, 
Jennings, Elbert EH. Mentioned... .....-......., Aaoee cease Ser ese, Se anieeiee 600 
Jerome, A. Brainard. 
Correspondence with 
Hallett, Joseph L .....-.. 


Marston, Seratike Woes occca se conte Ses! da coon sec ee eee 245, 246 
Momntionediee. secs ccset sunt e chao Sian cag oie 241, 242, 244, 245 
32H: Lacy, Steamer, “Mentioned .-~... <2... .ae<s Jinenl wap ehe ceeweeesuaece ee ii: 
J. M.-Brown, Steamer. Mentioned -s.2.c.5-cpeeamettecieeet cae eee atcine pen ee 
Jobe, G."W..,Mentionéd 22. 22. .2 vn neuwc ap eencens see aoe =. Re ee 939 
John, Abraham. - Mentioned: 225. -os Gada cede tee cae ee eee 977 
John Raine, Steamer, “Mentioned: .... 525. a2. «sco es mach basse cea oeeee eee 377 


Johns, Abijah. 


Mentioned. >. seca as eee fo fes test es Shee 102, 921, 938 
Reports of 
Patterson, Mo, Scout from, and skirmish (8th) at Cherokee Bay, Ark., 
May 6-11, ISGG ma tavew nna). sn»... canine Bae enee eae aes 915 
Poplar Bluff, Mo, Affair near, Feb. 27, 1864 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 


ee en 


Pitdant Calon. FE ee Sandie as 
‘Charles. oo 


ohnso: Tr. L. Newtons AoE er gre OE Pg a 
Ds otnison: Mraldo-f-elentioned 222 os osc. sosscce. =. eee 
Johnson County, Mo. Skirmishes in, April 28-30, 1864. Reports of e— 

Brown, Egbert B : 


ttre ene wwe wee cee wee ewe coe cows wees sosepedees eeee woes 


MoWerran, James... :. 05 0ic asks sb0c ene ceee tea ee ws SS 

Pritchard, Jesse L 2... 6... sse0iecoeee Seen eo SRR 
Johnston, Captain. «Mentioned... - 2.02.2 5... sccnceece cccece eeeecees PPro) 
Johnston, Lieutenant. Montioned. case tas a es ee dl = song ed gaia 


Johnston, Joseph H. Mentioned ......... 10, 13,29, 30, 45, 48, 50, 54, 56, 57, 948, 1025 


Johnston, Miscal. LS a eee eee Speers 36 seas outed - 61,62 


of es Warner, Steamer. — 3 


Capture of. ‘See David's Ferry, La. Engagement at, destruction of U. 8. S. 
Covington, and oe of U. 8. S. Bok and steamer Warner, May 


4-5, 1864. Sp kaer 
Mentioned.....+.... seceesessesecssaecescneee 211, 240, 380, 382, 389, 442, 475, 623 
Jones, Mentioned .2 52. etree es oe Sadie se eee Cad ore tla e gis ine ae OO 
SERED LRIN.* MONTIONOH 7. soc cc voce cons succes cevcenscea besten renee ae 
TOO GOU OT ies 5 sea cipe ew can onn ocwwas sonceneccanccnennnese te 856 
Pomcemanongninin i. Mentioned... -- snc. cosnnee-+-seenssnuews pee ee ea 
Jones, Benjamin G. Mentioned ............ -2-..ssee0 woe piciean S hese aera 154 
DPE Reem ON GIOUOU oo ccic beast uns nc no ioneeccnavecauscecce> nssenases - 502,505 
Benen ABU a a ean LONONCU ets ss ap esha sciesinwaeewS wee owe Vere cece ep ncne eens 5 
MOLES pia we MODINE tracers cred pec cccslncncse pesieos cect cons sassihew eee eed 
Jones, John B. Mentioned.........--..---.---- Se eee ee 1040 
Jones, Jonathan HM. Mentioned... 2... 12. eee ene e ene saaeade 1026, 1028, 1031 
Jones, Samuel B. Mentioned..-....----...-.----- nie'entein Maaeams weak ae tc 
Jones, Warren C. 
Mention dicey ooo cece ce eee ene cans cone cnnnce cesses cums osinncs 176, 359, 360, 980 
Reports of 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on, June 6, 1564. 981 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ...-......-.-----0s 360 
Jordan, David C. Mentioned .......-.. 0222 +--+ 2-2-2 cece ee cone os cone woes 741 
Josey, John H. Mentioned....-.-...---- +--+. +--+ -- 222+ eee ee cree eee eee e eee 144 
Joslin, Captain. Mentioned ...--. ----.--200 +--+ 2202 ee ee ee nee eee es ceceee 853 
Joy, Lewis D. Mentioned-....----.-------------+ +--+ 2+ eee erence eee e ee 1020, 1€24 


J. R. Williams, Steamer. Capture of the, Arkansas River, and skirmish at 
San Bois Creek, Ind. T., June 15-16, 1864. Reports of 


Cooper, Douglas H..--.- ---- ---- +--+ 2+ eens ee ee eee eee ere rene cee cere ceee 1011 

Watie, Stand ...--. .--- . +--+ -- enn wee ene ee nee ene eee eee eee ene 1012, 1013 
Juarez, Benito Pablo. Mentioned oon nc noc woemwsin ong den scan ae ae 82, 84 
Judd, Mentioned... .....--- Sieibinmslangaw ae aaah a Rem SEES on need 
Judson, William R. 

Won tioned. 2.o<<ktoase>u nccc.qnkenn eudermcsndanasaees shancanuesspes ven anal 876 


Reports of 
ome Eprings, Ark. Scout from Waldron to, and skirmish, Jan, 21- 


5p [BGS oo nap eeagae sewn ne nin nnas pacnins's pe cop raa-wamee aun 


Weaina Ark. ‘ Skicntihes ae: Marc h 29 and April 4-5, 184 atta 860, 861 
Jumper, John. 
Correspondence with William A. Phillips -------+----+++--00+ e+--eeeeeee 111 


Mentioned ..-. cove cope cece ee corner cree cercne ee reeeee ence ceewescauersennn 


oa 
vena 


Kansas, Demarennen oss aS ee 
Curtis, Samuel R., assumes commend yee se Jian Shee. < Seana ecw eae 
Re-established cede escecececeee nantes cencee eens ents seer cece sees secant cree 
Kansas Troops. Mentioned. 
- Cayalry—Regiments : 2d, 101, 658, 688, 743, 744, 746-749, 782, 755 7; 5th, Sen 
97, 98, 659, 713, 769, 770, 772, 773, 777, 778, 1020, 1023, 1024 ; 6th, 101, 658, 688, — 
689, 723, 743, 744, 746, 748, 749, 752, 755, 759, 760, 828, 834, 1038; 9th, 128, 861, 
1038; 11th, 1019-1021, 1023, 1024, 1032; 14th, 108, 109, 111, 112, 658, 698, 
743, 744, 746, 749, 750, 1038; 15th, 1020, "1022-1024; 16th, 1000, 1022. 
Infantry—Regiments : ist (Colored), 658, 734, 743-746, 748, 751-753, 754-756; 
2d (Colored), 658, 669, 689, 690, 697, 698, 725, 726, 737, 757-759; 12th, 658, 


a 690, 697, 698, 741. 
_ Kate Hart, Steamer. Mentioned ........-...-.-.---- Bgpin eine cs wigio's sane es eee 
Kauffman, Albert B. a 
Beetroned <.. 5... s.02- cca enuvonne. we <nee ote ceeeee 62, 63, 104, 105, 132, 851,897 * 


_ Reports of ae 
Batesville, Ark. Expedition to Coon Creek, Devil’s Fork of Red River, Sees 
ete., from, March 24-31, 1864, and abinnict: (27th) near Gress = 


Roads erase eset Fe ee as ore ris ert Petras clean we ale wets ou cts 852 
Searcy Landing, Ark. Expedition from Batesville to near, Jan. 30- 
YS) es ya! Rul g Sorry stioerra Cie ROC sac PhS Sn Er Or a ep hort 102 

Kaufman, Solomon: Mentioned. 5.52. 25.2255 ss 22 sosecs cose ecccesteeese 111, 889 
Kautz, August V. Mentioned........-.-.....----0----+-----s. 16, 17, 19, 23, 28, 29 < 
Kavenaugh, D. Mentioned ..... SPE SoA Seigess'e¥ weveraceseeune sees 784 ; 
Keeler, William B. ; 

MGI AONCO Garren sea a sitats rate ete ee iene nea ee eae ee 171, 176, 328, 330, 976 ; 

Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 -......... (332, 333 y 
Kelioe- Miles.--Mentioned i:- -. 2c. ss. seene-e oes ose ee 659,761 : 
Keigwin; James. Mentioned 2250250. 25 ccectocscestvecces cece eens 173, 276-278 
Kelim William: Mentioned. 2. coe. se ccoo veces > saceincecieae eae ies eee cee 144 
Kelley, Benjamin F.~ Mentioned 25. <2: <..22. Gene ccesen sso cee sees a eee 25 
Kellogg, Homer-P:- Mentioned soc. sen cnccaces Gucuite seg ecto see eee 895 
Kelly, Francis “Ni-“Mentioned=s ca estoe anes ce one ote cnet Races assets 902 
Belly, J. He~-Moentionedos. 5 = sec aor oye e'tn coach wees Geena eos gene 603, 810 
Kelly,-John H. =Mention6d << 2: Soe - tere cb sene terkeesaacenetoas tee neers 173 
Kelly, -Thomas,-e Mentioned +2325 scsecs vosv.ccrclisceceus « way eoneh eteneeeaee 875 
Kelso, John R. 

Mentioned : 2 o5. soe ~ cds cons cased 2ose bee See ees ee eee 922, 966 

Report of skirmishes on Mill and Honey Creeks, Mo., May 30-31, 1864. ...: 957 
Kemp, Montionéd ..- 75.5525 2t-t25 2.73 cee aay wee eee 852 
Kemp, William Mentioned - «oes Sea ac co eee a ee ee 638, 850 
Kenedy, Captain."=Mentioned!’.= 2.-- < esac ance cease es ees ase ee eS eee 915 
Kennedy, Oliver H.-S. “Mentioned =—..<-.. gins ctwascene on deanteueeneeaaken 738 
Kennedy, Vincent B. Mentioned.................-- TESA nese wevewede Cate 325 
Kenner, D.F. 

Correspondence with Richard Taylor .--... 2... 0.0. ecccos eneces cece coccee 519 

Montionéd ..23<. sc Soeaeepeeeeeesestss oo. S.. . os ee 512,517,519 


Kent, Loren. Mentionoae == sev PURER cuss bass w= = oo eee Se 129 
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned, 
Engineers— Companies: Patterson's, 173. 
Infantry—Regiments : 7th, 173; 19th, 169, 173, 259, 266, 291-293, 295-298, 
300, 302, 404, 405; 22d, 173, O47, 


: West ‘and Tortugas, ‘District of. Attached ti to Dafonses of New Orleans re 


- April 29, 1864......... HAE lst ep eee 
" Kiaaer, Cc. EB. Mentioned ...-..--....---.----2-22---202++- 


: ; Hines ona Wounded: See Confederate Trompe and Union Troops. Returns \ 


- 


ye 
‘ 


sv | =e” Tt Sree x 
a 


Casualties. 
bins pears Bere yy So Mentinned ne estat rane odes. =.» <9 see 


Kimbrough, 5 Mentioned ceeset scence cee ene Betas 
King, Adolph. Mentioned ............-. ap eS ees Pe at — enone 
King, Austin A., jr. Mentioned ............-.. See eee aki 
Mane senjamin, Mentioned --2. -22 522-22. wnn5 cen ens cocees ooo cee 
Repeat iOg Eee MONTIONC( .. < --.- 2. o-oo n veces son nne peepee one ones aan 
King, E.T. Mentioned.......... Ce TTC ian vensee 
King, Ezra. 
TR AMEE eee eee ast hts. ia enna ptm arg sche none s0* a= ened ee OU 
Report of expedition from Helena up the White River, Ark Feb. 20-26, 


UOT hs SEA Oy Se a eee sn Fs 150 


Pt COOP RG ee OINMON OMe cacy nic anne dn cpeenecceesccnes+ yosuemigsedseeas 625 
Mane on. e(Caprain.)= Mentioned .-......-..---> .-cces cannes conaes snclae 792, 795. 
Snes seen. « (Private, )= Mentioned .... .....- +--+ ---004 sqanencen=-+--ahenee 850 


fing, miohard M, Mentioned... ... 200. -.. ce. --cocnetesaneseu nese spse<p aaa 3 


ey te Zia VV, 7 MON TlONOM sian. an - nc 5-2 ep shasenenhenkage=snns 990, 1008 
Bemaenernry, fracly.- MCnhHODEO 2. . cva<cbedcnscysc wach ualvanspocex inet eee 1009. 
King’s River, Ark, Skirmishes at. a 

0 ER ee a a ia a EEE ETRE Bp ts 

April 19,1864. Report of John B. Sanborn........-.2--.+--0+-----+ +++ 892 : 

Puie ssOlin, ~MontiOned .22..- ss-c0< ncanza:<<+n> s0-ns>><a0nnet neuen 604. 
Kingsville, Mo. skirmish near, June 12, 1864. ; 

Communications from cA 
Parvman, Josephs Vsceaiins 5oacbs cae a<ncreses- sav © o1sa000cepaeanree 1001 
Wyckoff, John ....-. 2-22-2220. nos co ce once wenn cen cece tee nne cone cone 1001 

Report of John Wyckoff...- ..--.-..- 22. -s-- eee cece ee nee ce ener cen nne nnne 1001 

Kinney, Thomas J. 

MPNTLOTION «+. .-a0aoceencs kc eaec ache cesdeecrashece suenitoy il U.ce eg eee 
Reports of Red Bivgrak 2; Campaign: March 10-May 22, 1864... .... 344, 345, 347 
Kinsey, William B. Mentioned --.-.-..--. 170, 174, 200, 221, 390, 392, 393, 404, 405,424 

Kirby, Byron. Mentioned...-....-.--------------22e eee - ne eee ee cen wees 175 
Kirby, George B. Mentioned ...-...-....-.-------------+++---+ e---2+ ------ 850 

Kirby, William A. Report of expedition from Patterson to Bloomfield and 

Pilot Knob, Mo:, May 16-25, 1864. ..-. .- 22... een 22-200 on cn none 938 
Kirk, Montioned .-aiescceas~ -- 2 = on nnn weno n enn wne ne encn eens 940 
Kirkley, Mentioned ...-.....-.. PEEP PO POE PEO 621 
Kister, Prank. i og {o's «2 5's ona mhsrrnasehsaissemene hanes 758 


*No eircumstanti: il re ports | on 1 file, 


Ark., Exp 


¢ ee eee eee apeiew seeeeeveeeee 16D, 206 


‘ 2 aaa ne seree scene cednee tener cetcer sees 
‘Knight, Beertys w. “Mentioned icine cms nnea nines Ula 
‘Knight, John N. Mentioned sci sccalesos Sem cena eee .° 
~ Knowles, Cassander. Mentioned ...-..-0.22+ 2222 22e-eeeeeeeececeee sete sees 


3 Knox, Patrick. Mentioned --.......- See set eeeene eres “pee teseeceer seeees 7 
3 - Koch, Hugo. Mentioned...... some ree west eee ere nese eee eee case ren n cnee cence ee 
= - Kohlhaus, Bernhard. Mentioned .. ed ae woes cee t weer weeeee cece ecee eng Z 


‘Krez, Conrad. 
Sead eee ee _.-+ 658, 685, 720 


Report of Camden, Ark., Se March 23-May 3, 1864...--.-.------. 742 4 
- Krumbhaar, W. Butler. Mentioned......--.--....----.----- 785, 841, 843, 846-848 3 
' Kunkel, Jerome. Mentioned ...-.......-....20--- +200 eee ass 7 hO28; 


3 Labadie, Lorenzo. Mentioned.-........--...--- casas a SS AS eee ibe. - 69,70 
a Lacey, Joni Fs Mentioned... --.-s0.000.00s5snncianeeniaatis Seuengeaan menGeemie marae 
*) Lackey, William. Mentioned 1. s..0)..2200-nnenenncmans oqemess-aemnnesaten 000 

Laclede, Mo. Descent on, and eusinee sebe ue June 18-19, 1864. Re- 


ports of , 
Brown, Joseph M...... sarsawaaticneabe cas Woewaawtceais shee cohe Snclea saci ae 1031 
Crandall; lid poattunncass same-s eases ee smicss MR RA eisce ier or eee 1026-1028 
isk; ClintencB -<.. Scesss. 55. dine sehen eRe SoM eee eases 1026 
WHOY; 0. F1., steamer, Mentioned . wc. < sac c wine acesc. cans eer eke eae ees 379 
La Fayette County,Mo. Scoutin. See Jackson and La Fayette Ccnen thea; Mo., 
scouts in: ete., Maron 20-30, 1864 occ es osc aus ese eerie 651 


Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on. See Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. 
Engagement on, June 6, 1864. 


iako, uizzie, Steamer. -Mentioneds...o.crscccnn ccwadaewn cats a: tee eeoes 99 
Lake Village, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. = 1864. a ceetan eo eee 2 
Lamar, Mo. 
Destruction of, May 28, 1864, Report of Nathan Bray...........-.....-.- 954 
Skirmish at, May 20, 1864. Reports of 
Blair,:Charles: Wi -s.s.-su ct ona Son ee 942 
Sanborn; John=B = ch. cs ssuess Gest ee eee ee 941 
Lamar, Tex. Descent upon, Feb. 11, 1864. Report of E.P. Upton........... 135 
quam; Lieutenant... Mentioned s.:.<..sisse = oon eas es eee 128 
Riamb;, William Montionéds + .< oss ess. beac ee 114 


Lamourie Bayou, La. See Bayou Lamourie, La. 
ance, William. ~ Mentioned <-~.32.- 2 4. css... ann su eb es oo ee 


Land, George Ws Mentioned... tsa sca ee Le 175 
Haridis, Steamer, Mentioned .2,-. oce.caccabeweucisertac sale de eee 1014, 1015 
Handrant, John -:Moutioned.) osc. ns jcsstach ae ee 267, 293 
Landram, William J. 
Correspondence with Thomas E.G. Ransom ...... 2... ..ee-e veeens ceeeee 265, 290 
Itinerary of 4th Division, 13th Army Corps. Red River, La., Campaign, 
Mareh’ 10—MavapeebsOmrr a 0..c s-s': Lox . 2 <a Nee eee 294 
Mentioned:2..-:..-s-<. ee pe ors 99, 167-169, 173, 177, 181, 199, 227, 


237, 259, 264-268, 272-274, 276, 277, 279, 287-289, 297, 300, 397, 445, 450, 456 
Report of Red River, La. , Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 


* eer circumstantial reports on file. 


aes eat oie a. one woce en rer, steer te eee 


liam. Mentioned. 22. .22-ce rec sess «sos canes 
ane, WP. Mentioned... 564, 587, 61 
% SRS eo orp gp ap 8 620, 
_ Lane's Prairie, Maries County, Mo. Affair on, May 26, 1864. Report ‘of. = 
George B. Pavidtod<<.-. <a sees tees 


Langhorne, M.M. Mentioned ..............-..-22. 2220 ih 
: Langthorne, Amos R. Mentioned..................-2. ..-- oe = 2 10, 255, 
@ Lappelia, John H. Mentioned....-.-..2.225-2.-2)- 2 ae ee 
Laredo, Tex. Attack ou, March 19, 1864, Soe ine oF Santos Beiayidee = Be 648 
_ armour, ge MORTIONGN A a ate nee ere es.) 2... “bear 
Lasiter, R. F. Mentioned............ Pee : 
= Latty, ——. pice ioned See a ei ae ae < 
_ Eatty, James. 1 one cone neces cnesneeees cen a A 
: CAR SEIS a A aE eete Bes. ca= 0 oa eUtS =a 
Laughlin, Rankin G. Mentioned .........22..2220-ceeee0se0eceeeeeee cee 83 - ow 
Laurel Hill, Steamer. Mentioned... sett eeseeee eee Bernese Fy 
Lawler, Bdward. ~~“ CIS : eae seengrennaes seen 
z ee —E————————— 141 S 
~ Reports of *$ 
- Fairview, Ark. Scout from Batesville to, March 25-26, 1864.......... BEB E 
Wild Haws, Strawberry Creek, etc., Ark. Expedition from Batesville 3 
us TE SD a i a EE 161 - 
Lawler, Michael K. 
Correspondence with 
ANID Pee an dens nape rs cme tace mac used. a= ce eee esas 
Pe EERE el OE hens Ge carn wen nes\b anaes ans oar on neuen eagle Gee 247 
Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 13th Army Corps. Red River, La., —— 
Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ........-....--.-----.------. 281 : 
Mentioned...... Es, OPPS SRS ee 168, 173, 235, 281, 588, 959, §60, 962-964 : 
Reports of 
Atchafalaya River, La. Expedition from Morganza to the, and skir- 
mishes near Livonia and Morganza, May 30-June 5, 1864........ 960 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864..-...-...-.-...-. 275, 276 
Lawrence County; Ark. Scout in. See Craighead and Lawrence Counties, 
Ark. Scout in, May 5-9, 1864, 
Lawrence, William Hudson. Mentioned......-..---.--------++- +--+ ------ 31 
Lawrence, W.M. Mentioned .....---------- OPTS SPE Aes 569 
Lawther, Robert R. Mentioned...---.-------------+-----+----------+ +--+ 97, 


660, 781, 785, 824, 825, 630, 831, 950-952, 985, 1044, 1045 

Leavenworth, Fort, Kans. See Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 
Leavy, James R. Mentioned ....-...---------------+ +++ 2+ tere tee nre eee ee 961 
Lebanon, Steamer. Mentioned .......--.------ -----+ -----+ +++ +--+ 2222 ee ee- 951 
Lebanon and Clara Eames [or Ames?], Steamers. Capture of, May 25, 30, 

1864. See Mississippi River. Greene's operations on the west bank 

of the, May 24—June 4, 1864, Report of Greene, p. 949. 
Lebanon, Mo. Scout into Northern Arkansas from, and skirmishes, March 


17-April 1,1864. Report of Joseph J. Gravely...<-0>s<a0++antene 644 
Le Duc, Alphonse. 
Correspondence with George B. Drake .....---------+++-+--+e2errr ener 2. eae 


MRRIEIOTIO[ oo < non ncwmeMhae bea owan coc ces cree es cannes sses socces sens ceehecasas 269 


97-200, 226, 227, 236238. 20, ‘248, 256, 257, 260, 264-268, 285, 288, 290, 
04, 296, 298, 303, 306, 315, 324, 420, 436, 444-446, 449, 452, 453 8 


Ss Benjamin ee Mentioned ....+.00++ s-2+---e00+ SSeS : 

“4 ‘Lee, Panny. Mentioned eseeee weccos veeeve 6 eves eeeeee eveweccees 2.00.2 2A8 5.2, 
- Lee, Robert E. ae 

-* Correspondence with U. S. Grant... ee es oe aes ee eee 54-56 


Mentioned ....-...- Se csse--. 10-14, a8, 18-20, 25, 43, 48, 50, 51, 53-57, 926, 948, 1025 


- Lee, Stephen D. 
—__. Correspondence with 


BpAC eS; BrAxtOnao= =a. sew pase aeciete = apie See en tae EEA S 548 
Prdidetie Stes) ohn Re. or. acs sGb= oni > oe ak eee Sule eae Se Sia 548 | 
= -Polignac, Camille J... .... 2.2.2. aecs sere se e-ten oe: «=e eee 

Smith, FE. Kirby ~..~ 22 ccc oon omc ieene ec on ee £48 

“Taylor, Richard . weeteret cess terseces ween. 548 


Walker, John EET ence bene cence nee ee ee cen eee eee cece ee ceeece eee ees SAB . 
Mentioned. -aajjgemein car eens ekg ge Sane a. Spat Sages ess 487 


Lee’s Creek, Ark. Skirmish at, May 1, 1864".......>...--....---.-----.---- 5 
‘Leeper, William T. Report of scout from Patterson to Cherokee Bay, Mo, 
PRM ed ot ACOD cra atin Sete era ccm Ses epee che ad aoa mone Ree Eee 102. 
Lemmon, Lieutenant. Mentioned......-.2. 122-2. eo cae c en ene enee eeees 939 
MICIHOMNG; 0 dss oO D UID NOG oe wricals o's a ligc io nip skip Sears Mayen ne hig e eee ee eee 631 
Lemiwin “Peter.- Mentionet.-s os. a a asa ae ee ear eee 416 
Lennon. JOnN=A... Mentioned sooo ne cee os see ha oa ee ate ee 659, 
Leonard, Joseph. Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 
1864-55 oa aeee oo Sint eee eee ee caebat pans Sera cesses ee a eeesUL 
Leonard, William H. Mentioned.........-.....-...- aero eS eee Pac ee 325 
Lester, Horace P., Mrs, Mentioned..............2 A ee Rea oe ae 474 
Lesueur, A, A. 
Mentioned” ssapine vac.) Saat aoe ae ee ge ee ee 786, 815 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864....-....---.-- 816 
Levy, William M. Mentioned ................-....--- sincera ig: aie Saateiaeapex Se 569 
Lewis, Montioned c=. ccc svaes seas ee eee = ehh 
Lewis, Colonel. Mentioned = 4 os. scone ooo oe eae eee 887 
Lewis, Lientenant-o Men tioned... 2. 3s. ose ots hs. ee 798 
Lewis,;-Charlog=—Mentioueds. = sean se ee oe eee _ 174 
hewis,; David: M._. Mentioned: case ee eee 1026 
Lewis, James M.: Mentioned ..¢,...3.5.-..ed one sabe ese. De 776 
Lewis, J. L.° “Mentioned2: sae ee eee 798 
Lewis, John, Mentioned 22. 32s. 8. ee ee ee 947 
diewis,;J.W: Mentioned j..-2.--- -c. .. cases ote ee ee 783 
Lewis; WH. Mentioned. 3.2.5. b<s.. -. see ena a eee 843 
Lewis, William H. (Captain.) Mentioned ....-.. 022. -22. cece -ceecce cuccee 71 
Lewis, William H. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned ...........c. cceces ceeeee 1026-1029 
Lewisburg, Ark. 
Scouts from, June 20-23, 1864. Report of Abraham H. 2S oe ea 1040 


Skirmishes at. 
Jan. 17, 1864* 
June 10, 1864" - 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


ee Ae ay ee ag 


from, March {58 1 1864, Be egu= 
‘Communication from Egbert B. Brown. aaa 
z Report of Alexander W. Mullin ...... 2... ..22..ceeececn nese eeecen soe 
Skirmish at, Feb, 22, ASOT Soest sosekees 
Skirmish near, . Pie 14, 1864. Reports of 


Pee ee ne tw ewww es eee ees ome eww 


UES eMTCOM ete see ect ns ee PPC Rewer ae 
MEPOMati, .) AiNOSsa. cress .rs sos ee weet eee cee e enn seen eee cee | 


Liberty, Steamer. Mentioned .......2.2204.-c-co2 cee csee-csercee se is oS 
_ Liberty Post-Office, Ark. Skirmish at, April 16, 1864" 
 liddell, St. John R. 


wee ewe eee ecw ewes saee 


Correspondence with 
IN so we hea ag OSS ame « wn w nce sieges 508 
S RN a on on on, wn ac cae von nc enigeggeiean lanes camOee 
~ eee LN fe boa at 1 anes gg a eR, ea 535 
Taylor, TiChard ooo ncaa emerges eis na ---- 508, 023, bee 


Mentioned.......-... 205, 382, 383, 453, 468, 484, 488, 490, 491, 503-507, 515, 518, 522- 
524, 530, 533, 535, 551, 552, 555, 566, 570, 571, 574, 575, 579, 582-586, 588, 629 4 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.....ce0.eee-- 633  — 
Lieber, G. Norman. 3 


Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks........-2..- 2020 ne scee ence cnene- 269 
A Doe Es nina oa = wae ini n 3 vol inne on eee concumneeret 266, 269, 270, 300 
a i UCT DS Se ee ee 81, 583 
Ra BAS ies WE PLO occa alo alin Sieh ev ninibien cwidjewn sense e-- sas ewe o nv atte 
Limestone Valley, Ark. Skirmish in, April 17, 1864. Reports of ; 
EOE GhaIT ee 1D 2 is De Se ea Ee ae a en ee Be ek puter a 
IE RR EIT eae ain ins nia' sine a's > 2S s,nsie on dn <= neaemin bose =ahs 891 2 
Lincoln, Abraham. Mentioned...-.......---- 57, 107, 110, 111, 180, 196, 406, 433, 487 og 
Tanoyoomp, games, Mentioned . 5.6... ae acne sane fan tne wens nr ane pnmnsiscenay 850 
unter eeaCte MGNUOUOE 72-0 Senin sa cinpe'asndcie cnaanecn udebng't bun coking gedn=ae eee 
Lindsey, Joseph W. Mentioned .......-..-..-..--..--------- 169, 267, 291, 292, 299 
Linzy, J Sein {aya TG ae eply t SR cc  age k L RR oll PORT EAE EE 5 .Ct 967 
Lisenby, John W. Mentioned ......-... ..2--. 22-20 enone s woes maw ones sewee 899 
Patter itiander. Mentioned... 2.25. 2-0 encom wacees ocdten +360 —nvgane eee 
Littell, Porter. Mentioned .-....-....----. .----- -- 2-2 ne ow en enn none wee 144 


Little; Captain... Mentioned .-......-.-..---.. =.--.---- oop 'ne eto Sol US ee nae 
Little, Joseph H. Report of affair in Daeawoter he ehie Mo., March 27, 
§ESE tog Sa ee SE er es Aer ere ee 856 
Little Missouri River, Ark. Skirmish at the, April 6, 1864. See Camden, 
Ark,, Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. Reports of 
Marmaduke, John 8. Steele, Frederick. Wheeler, Junius B. 
Shelby, Joseph O. 
Little Missouri River and at Sulphur Springs, Ark. Skirmishes on the, 
Jan. 25, 1864" ..-.-. -.- 2-2-2 eee nee cee oe wees co wmens ae 2 
Little Red River, Ark. Skirmish on. See Bealer’s Ferry, on Little Red River, 
Ark. Skirmish at, June 6, 1864. 
Little River, near Osceola, Ark. Skirmish in the swamps of. See New Madrid, 
Mo. Expedition from, and skirmishes in the swamps of Little River, 
near Dace and on Pemiscot payem, Ark., April 5-9, 1864. 


*No Sedarabtantial reports on file, 


ween ee 


Reports of Sa. 
_ Augusta, Ark. Espeiition from Saku to, and Eacineiabe near 
Jacksobpert, April 22-24,-1864 222-0. 282 a2. os devs wes teen eee 

Jacksonport, Ark. Attack on, April 20, 1864 -..........-..... scale 
Morgan’s Mill, Spring River, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. 9, 1864.......... 1 
Northeastern Arkansas. Operations in, including skirmishes at Lu- 
nenburg and Sylamore, and on Sylamore Creek, Jan. 1-30, 1864- 59, 6 2 
Oil Trough Bottom, Ark, Skirmish Costh. ab, Ang. abirmish 7th) n near. 


Livonia, La. Skirmish near, See dichafalas ya River, La, Expedition iis 
Morganza to the, and skirmishes near Livonia and Morganza, May 
30-June 5, 1864. 


© 


Lizzie Bacon, Schooner. Mentioned...........--2....-20.-ee0e Sia camesteseeS 
Lizzie Davis, Steamer. Mentioned ........-..-....--.... Maia se Ss coke cae 869, 870 
Lizzie Lake, Steamer. Mentioned................... ee ee 
Lockhart, John O. ; 
Mentioned... \~ .-seeccnsass Uaioe ban So Lelpenea nae haaeae wigwenaty Aon 812 
Report of Camden, Ark, , Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864... +.s0-5-00-<-- 612 am 
Logan, George H. Mentioned So On eee ects eee sweat eget 360,361 2s 
Logan,:- Hardy... Mentioned asco ores sie ee ees ua oe aa eee ; 
ogan,: John A.:: Mentioned . 2.5 fiz dieencs sat ucv shes 1nancssiesdvens see ee 
Goean, -L..B. Mentioned. 22.02.25 sen an sis sigmene € oben Res AveacSues 850° 3g 
Logan,-Thomas, -; Mentioned ia ..i1csho0e eos adept ada cee eae 16L 
Logue, Hdward-- Mentioned... =... -. .sses. sscece ost ae 473 
Long; Captain, --Montioned:.«. 2 ...2000s.05005< kde shsantucs Soecdieeloeene 642 
Loneino: Mentioned x. 5. .cst cn ccds~s0ecek oeekg tea ee ee 920 


Long View, Ark. 
Expedition to. See Mount Elba and Long View, Ark. Expedition from Pine 
Bluff to, March 27-31, 1864. 
Skirmish at, March 29, 1864* ........... P 


ne deans sin.s Saw ann anne s<sisinn a pase CUE 
Looscan, Michael. . Mentioned ....... 22. ...000. ce voce cnnscccacceecace ee-- 785,848 
Lopez, Alvino. .Mentlened sc. ..3<-<c2apc>ecad an uabe ase ee 84 
Hiord, George P,.> Mengione@ihice <= wan oo s.0«-=:4.00 cle deneRaes eee en ee 863 
ering; Prank: W.. -Meanilds.. =... .-0.s..<.. - Gapeeee anes ae 394, 397 
Losee; Isaac G. . Metitionetemeee. ics... .-..-..... 6. ee 1004 
Los Patricios, Tex. Skirmish at, March 13, 1864, Report of Mat. Nolan. .... 638 
Losses in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops, Returns of Casu- 

alties. 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


BS nant tone caw ene settee essen 


at ‘Troops. Mentioned. (Confed rate.) 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments ; 1st, ici : pee ee 
Artillery, AAght— Batteries: -Benton’s, 583, 587, 632; BoakeE, oti é 
3 Crescent, 601, 990; Pelican, 155, 156, 158-160, 580; Siege 
(King’s), 314, 601; Gaint Mary’s Cannoneers, 563, 583, 584, 630-632 ae 
6th, 567, 571, 580, 585, 587, 621-623, 626, 628. ee 
Coniics—Bottahane: ist (State), 619; McNeill's, 629,633. tainnice « 
Benjamin’s, 569; Cassidy’s, 314; Btewaitn 498,503. Regiments: 2d, 
179, 225, 303, 307, 314, 315, 449, 463, 497, 498, 501, 504, 506, 509, 511, 512,518, 
530, 542, 551, 552, 561, 562, 571, 594,599, 614, 616, 627, 911; 3d (Harrison’s), ; 
314, 600; 4th, 449; 7th, 504,520, 530, 539, 571. 
Infantry—Regiments : 18th, 564; 28th, 630; Crescent, 314, 564. 
Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. atoa 
_ Cavalry—Companies : Headquarters Troops, Department of the Gulf, 
169, 172. Regiments : 1st, 171, 175, 226,261, 450, 454,96 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 170, 174, EEE 2d, 171, AES 220 226, 260, 448, 449, 
463; 2d New Orleans, 914. = peice Ee 
Tseslvlnises West. See West Louisiana, eee i 
Louisville, U.S. S. Mentioned....-.. a eT i oa ie 952 


Love, DMIOUINGUGL «aap ccatawcss SLE CTS e Cae cot mae cc os loose te Saeed EDS, 
@evencaptain. Mentioned .....................----. SIE 93, 640, 859, 886, 939 
meveniroorre Wh Mentioned 2. .<. 1... -2.222--2- 2-00. ww eece 170, 174, 221, 407, 419 
Love, Joseph B. Mentioned...........-. 88, 89, 93, 96, 132, 133, 640, 642, 651, 893, 894 
Pemeior ereOree £.) MOntOned «orc 1-562 ceca ope cee cscens cancce cael cnaten 659 
Rees PES ee DUT ONO ee. eke See ea a cial ss a's ones pe ce cone wanes 939 
Zovenskiold, Colonel. Mentioned... .... 12.2. nccne 20s woes enon nn PR ra tS 
OWE 7 IOUT Ieee MOTIIOUCU 20 alate dn ine nsehan vac ests sore seeees eanbss snes 141 
Lubbock, H.S. Mentioned .........-.-. anion RT ot or 913 
Lucas, Thomas J. | 
Mentivned..... pg PR OLET LG EP CRUSE LP URED a TOTP OES 171, 175, 179, 198, 225, 
227-229, 252, 260, 262, 266, 314, 315, 399, 415, 444-454, 456, 458,459, 464,470 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864...-......--. 463 
Lucy Gwin, Steamer. Mortionsl Spe aoe eta vas seas cas CAR deo tomate ctpe 99 
Luminary, Steamer. Mentioned ........-. --------------+2-2+- s--- ence eee 178,179 
Luna Landing, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb, 22, 1864*...........----..----..----. 3 


Lunenburg, Ark. Skirmish at. See Northeastern Arkansas. Operations im, in- 
cluding skirmishes at Lunenburg and Sylamore, and on Sylamore 
Creek, Jan. 1-30, 1864. 


Lyell, R.G. Mentioned ......-.-..----------- ----ee eee ee cee ee teen ee cee eee 1024 
Lyman, Joseph. Mentioned......----..---------- -+--0+ +2220 ree sees eee 701 
Lynch, James R. 
MPEG. . =o eck crt ead tno e ete temas. bien st dewdcoveence orns oh aaa 173, 294 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1964.....-----.--.- 299 
Lynch, JohnA. Mentioned.....-....-.---------+++-eer ---2 rere cere sees 418, 419 
Lynch, Thomas. Mentioned...--....--..----------+ -eecee ceeces teeeee een ees 832 


Lynch, William F. 
Itinerary of Ist Brigade, 34 Division, 16th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


fee March 10-May 22, 1864. .......-.-----------+-+------ 343 
172, 176, 183, 224, 


Mentioned .. iocvs oe. carers 
231, ‘232, 305 Dy + 309, 312, 31d; 316-318, 3 20, “321, "339, 342, 343, 345-348, 350-352 
Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10- May 22, 1864 wecececeee # 338, 340 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


>. Mention: oseeee 
. cyan, David. For correspondence as aA, D. cs see William B. =k 
. Lyon, JamesJ. Mentioned.----.----- wt eee cee cece ee cence ee seme ence eeeneeeees | 
- Lyons, Henry M. Mentioned... .-.- .-+-----2+ ---+-202 cone eee cee ereeee 
- McAdo, Olivia. Mentioned .. ae 
_ McBride, Robert B. Mentional a ee = jo8 seseeeeecte PE = 
_ McBride,S.B. Mentioned...... shoes (aaneneasa dr ae eee en ges Smee ee 
McCabe Francis. : 
Montionedees sec. is sc sece ne scot ee vowel See A ee EE 118, 119 
ae Report of operations in New Mexico and Arizona, Feb. 1-March 7, 1864 ...-° 11 
2 McCabe, John D. Mentioned... ...--....-+. senses conn seco eerees ceeseeceee © 
McCabe, William P. Mentioned ..........2...---+ eeeeee eens cece ee eee- 
McCaleb, Hubert A. Report of skirmish ae Vidalia, La., Feb. 7, 1864 ...--.- 
McCaleb, Jesse. Mentioned..........--..----- -----) 22+ + eee ee ee eee nee 
McCall, Richard. Mentioned ...... 2.22. 22-22 222 cone ceo nee ten ins teen cone 
McCarle, Mentioned. ss. 2 ss scee meee eee PP sete Set 203 
McCarthey, Charles. Mentioned ....--..-....-----..---------+---------- 
McCarty, Joseph. Mentioned .............--- ey Se ees . 3 
McCauley, Mark. Mentioned...-... cic aaeraalas nninet ie seerreer aee--+ 712-715, 772 Ss 
McClanahan, Charles. Mentioned. ..-.....---. 2.0. .-2222 lee eee ee cone eee 652 - 
McClellan, William. Mentioned 22 oe. con cs cen wce wane cower gsenns vecsseecss 907 
McClernand, John A. ; : 


Correspondence with Michael K. Lawler ..........---- 2-5 2-2-2. eee0----- 247 
MebntioneGcee. ccaen ss ssn ert chew escees 168, 173, 192, 211, 247, 276, 518, 586, 607, 885 
Reports of : : 
Corpus Christi, Tex. Affair at, March 22, 1864.....scess seccsseccecnes 6593 
Matagorda Bay, Tex. Expedition up, April 12-13, 1864 ............. -- 885 : 
Resumes command of 13th Army Corps ..-.-......----.-+---+eee- Rien 3a 
McCloskey, Captain. Mentioned 2.2... ...c06..-2s+ snes conccsssccessdenee -- 944 9 
McCloskey, James. Mentioned ................. 499, 502, 504, 505, 522-524, 570, 581 
McClung;:John.-.Mentioned:s....a. ssosccss sce cbenncccse eae een eee 283 
McClure, John D. Mentioned ..... 020.02... csc oe ccc cece ee ceee 171, 176, 317, 974 
McConly, Mentioned 22. ccs. stae enc cU ares, ee ee ee eee 1000 
McCook, Alexander McD. Mentioned...-...........2...-222. 22-2. eee eee 3l 
McCormick, Albert-U; = Mentioned 2 2 oa. ee eee 711 
McCormick, Andrew J. Mentioned......... 2.0... .222--. 2-2 eee eee e ees 712,715 
Mo Cormick I)-Di=Mentioned:s=tossscas0 cacentcnesne sn eee ee aa ements 604 
McCoy, pa MentiONAd 2c ae oe ccte 1 ss Crete ae ae Se ee eee 940 
MoCoy;-Malachi..- Mentionéd <-.2iecses a socke eee 700 
MoCray,;T..H. -Mentioned =... 3) 5s. eee ee ee 925, 928, 1042 
McCullough, Moentioned-S>2..5 asc ae ee sess ee 88 
McCullough, David. =Mentioned*s.7 2, . <2. ees. ee ee 805 
McCurtain, J. Mentioned: oo os. ca ss Socan pemobune tease Ueeee eee 1011 
McDaniel; ‘Wash. Mentioned <>... << 5. 2scccaee sence deyooscusn La eee 839 
McDonald Mentioned. 2-22 - ses Soja ee 1029 
McElhanon, Andrew C.C. Mentioned ...............-....-2-.---. ---e eee 906 
McElwee, W.B.. Mentioned -..-........ 2.2... 2.22. 0. ee eee bs 850 
McFadden, Captain. Mentioned........-... 22. cece ccceecveceescecces 1034, 1035 
McFarland, Captain. Mentioned ....-. 22.22. 22. Joe cence cond cone ceccee cece 799 


McFarland, James. Mentioned..-..... 
McFarland, Parker M. Mentioned 


‘son County, Miss, Scouts Va 15-17, 16 ee 


_ Johnson County, Mo. Skirmishes in, April 28-305 1864.......... 902 
‘Lexington,Mo. Skirmish near, June 14, 1864...-......2...22...2..2.. 1007 


‘Shanghai, Mo. Skirmish near, May 27, 1864 ....- Sawa ans <--. ee 
Warrensburg, Mo. Scout from, May 23-25, 1864 ..... + eee eS 
‘McGee, Siguels> Mentioned... 0. eee Juve eeeas..... see 
puicGee, Tieutenant. Mentioned......-2..22..:-22.2.c-2 ee Sees: <ouaoees 957, 958 


eee ee em ww es ne ee wes wee eee wees tee wes coe 


f - McGrew, John S. Mentioned ........... Bee eg ea eee : 
_ McGuffin, Captain. Mentioned..... a Aeg aye noe pee ccae ee ae ETS see wea 851 
_ McGuire, Washington L. G. C. Mentioned..-.....2.2...2.2. .:esncede ae, 1058 
- McIntosh, Una. Mentioned....- i 5! paca, 2 Me Ae eee - 109 
macintyre, David C. :. Mentioned ..... 0c. sawedpomsueous aeennne=-o<<0+. 710, 765, 766 
McIver, James T. Mentioned.......-.----s--++----+-+----- a a aia Sara ODO 
McKay, J.P. Mentioned ......... cGeuslenennn cane eh eee E RUE CBers sects +. O86 
McKean, Thomas J. , 
Correspondence with 
RTA NGS sas po mw hmmm waiein a wiac ss once cnn0cenaecnse bass coon 915 : 
NOTE NG oS oab bn oe nsec nbivevs encecs --5+ 5 asgeeeeae - 1028 = 
NS) a SS Se Se ee oes /) 
Mentioned - 22. 222. 22. . 152 - o ne een enone -- eee ------ oe 935, 1017, 1018, 1020 
Report of expedition from Kansas into Missouri, June 16-20, 1864....._._- 1018 
McKee, Reuben W. Mentioned ..-....--. AA EEE 624, 625 
Wiis Fad to yt CHIQUOG cin net ecm ee oa wnoe oo ss oan nes ves e wears sevens 888 a 
McKelvey, P. B. Mentioned...-....... seared we Tade-s os casa eee 563, 565, 569 
Mackenzie, Ranald S. Mentioned.......-.. aes Sipe EP 4 hele 51, 52, 56 
Mackey, Cyrus H. 
RRP OC eee et ale deel aie gleaty ain Sanne, «eave ese d onan Sasa 691, 697, 698, 702, 740 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 38, 1864 .............. 702 
Mackey, T. J. Mentioned ......--.. 22-2. 252-022 eo oe cee eee cee ee con's eae 783 
McKinney, George H. Mentioned --......-...---..----- OF IO ees 294 
McLaughlin, John A. Mentioned...-.....-...-.--.-.-+---- +2 we 202 22220 173 
Maclean, L.A. Mentioned ..-.......-. Ade cde Sou oat petesscce reds als Oe 603, 810 
McLean, William E. 
MPHLIONCG .<ax-n- 2 oe vee wee conn 658, 664, 665, 684-659, 693, 696-698, 710-712, 719, 775 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ....... 2 — 105;706 
McMahan, Captain. Mentioned.-.......---..-----+---------+----+-----+-+--- 854 
McMahan, M. V. Mentioned .--.-.---..----.-------+--++---+ +--+ +++ 2-2 eee 617 
McMahon, Miss. Mentioned ---..----.--------------- --++ +--+ +--+ ++ 2- +o 2 644 
McMahon, Mrs. Mentioned..----.----.-----------------+ +++ 2s eee eee eee eee 644 
McMahon, Michael. Mentioned..-...-..----------++ -----+ +++ 220+ -eeeee eee 639 
McMannis, J. A. Mentioned: ..- 2.02206 ee 148 
McManus, T. P. Mentioned ....+...--2+ ---- +e --e eee tenet ee eee eee eee 1054 


McMillan, James W. . 
Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 19th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


Campaign, March 10-May 22, TOGO ak vc ct aek soc gat vena nee eee 426 
(SS, A re eee ia a 170, 174, 182, 183, 
200, 201, 230-233, 260, 354, 354, 392, 393, 395-397, 418, 420, 426, 429, 431, 432 


Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ........... 416,418 
McMillen, William H. Mentioned .......---+-+--0+2----++5- a ee ee 361 


- McNeill, A. J. Mentioned ... 
= “McNelly, L Sey Se WontiONDAoe s2s5 Gee S esc2 . =~ oie \oee - oetw Sees ve agkacse 597, 
& ‘McNutt’s Hill, La. Skirmish n near. See Bayou Rapides Bridge, near r MeNuile Pee 
ay ‘Hill, La, Skirmish at, April 26, 1864. : , ai = . 
Macon, Mo. Skirmish at, Fob; 12, 1064. e ev eco setae ee es Q 
Macon, Willis. Mentioned «os. :2225s «sods enghee oe ae eee 148 
McPhaill, H. A. Mentioned -...-..- +++ sess ceseerer sree cseeceecttnee sees 512, 515 
301 


eS McPheeters, W.M. Mentioned.......--...-------- 2-225 +2222 2 eee eee eee °° 


McPherson, Edward. Mentioned ........--.------- ---+ ----+-+--+ +--+ +2--- 197-3 
McPherson, James B. Mentioned -..-.------. Pe Pe es 29--30)-32; 181, 2038, 586 
“McRae, Dandridge. Mentioned... -..... 2... 22.12 ee cee eee woes eee eee nee 60-62, . 
96, 102, 103, 126, 132, 641, 651, 851, 859, 863, 864, 867, 894, 896, 899, 969 + 
McRae, William. Mentioned ......-.-. 0... :2---- +--+ 02-220 -------------- 853, 893. 
Moreynolds, Felix C.. Mentioned... -. 0.0.0. cieece te. pee esse 913. 
McWade, Mentioned..........ceesecces cosa ee cene edema ts onan =n 
Macy, Eberle Q. Mentioned ...-.. ..---.-..----- +s c00 225 - +22 5 - oe ene 752 753 : 


“Madison, George T. Mentioned..........--..--+s. oi oes 611, 613, 616-624, 963, 964 
Madisonville, La. ‘ i 
Expedition from. See Franklinton, La. Expedition oR Madisonville to, 
and vicinity, Feb. 1-3, 1864. 

Skirmishes near, Feb. 11, 1864. Report of Henry P. Anderson ............ 136 
Magill, William S. Mentioned ........---.--------.--------.---. 664, 706, 714, 715 
Magnolia Landing, La. Attack on Union gunboats at, June 15, 1864. See 

Navy, U. 8. Attacks on Union gunboats at Ratliff’s (15th), Como 
(15th and 16th), and Magnolia Landings (16th), and skirmish (17th) 
at Newport Cross-Roads, June 15-17, 1864. 


Magoffin, EH. Mentioned .........--. .eecee cence Se yy oe ee 815 
Magruder, John B. 
Correspondence with E. Kirby Smith...............--222-22...0--. 494, 496, 579 
Mentioned : =.= vs:-< scence r Serie bo = ewe en en oes eee eee eee 99; 


129, 186, 196, 476, 479, 483, 404, 488, 493, 494, 496, 498-500, 514, 517, 518, 586 
Maine Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 12th, 174, 443; 13th, 100, 170, 174, 229-231, 260, 390, 
391, 401, 416-418; 15th, 170, 174, 229-231, 260, 363, 390,391, 401, 416-418; 
29th, 170, 174, 221, 229-232, 254, 260, 390, 391, 401, 404, 405, 421, 422, 424, 425; 
30th, 170, 174, 230, 260, 341, 346, 390, 391, 401, 425, 429-432, 434-442, 
Major, James P. Mentioned... 397, 398, 469, 496, 507, 520, 521, 523, 524, 563-565, 567, 
568, 571, 580, 583, 585, 587, 588, 590-593, 610-615, 617-619, 622, 624, 627, 636 


Majors, Thomas J. Mentioned..................-... 59, 60, 62, 131-135, 139-141, 901 
Malmroa, Oscar. - Mentioned <2. ccc nce dace dee Cue Dente Os yareee ne eee ee ee 326 
Manesy, Henry. Mentioned ..-.... 2.22. ..2.. 0.000 Were hes h cate nee ee 638 
Mangas, Colorado. Mentioned ............... Sn Diciaw's <a. behs 5s COU ROASE 122, 123 


Mann;-Josiah:Ji<-Mentioned-in.s sampeleds scgee dine ee bscny cum e nee 267, 292 
Manting: Maschil. 


Correspondence with Daniel Ullmann -... 2... 2... .22220 ceceee cnncee vecece 475 
Mentioned -... Sica Gentian: Susu ve va. «0. 2/0 ae ee ee. ee 169, 285, 475 
Report of Red Rivet La,, Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 .............. "989 
Mansfield, Carlos M. G. Mentioned Psat aoa. 2 awed See EMMER aa oble cok 172,176 


Mansfield, La. Battle of. See Sabine Cross-Roads, or Battle of Mansfield or 


Pleasant Grove, April 8, 1864. 
ae 2. 3 
* No circumstantial reports on file, 


S See. William H. 
— r, Ge g Faries, Thomas A. ith, 
‘ Becht, John C. ~ Lawler, Michael K. _ Taylor, Richard. 
See also Itineraries of 2d Brig., 1st Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 322; 3d Brig., 1 
Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 330; 2d Brig., 3d Div., 16th Army Corps, 
p- 359; lst Brig., 1st Div. , 19th Army Corps, p. 425; 2d Brig., 1st — 
Div., loth Army Corps, p. 426; 3d Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army Corpe; 
pe! 428; Ist Brig., 2d Div., 19th Army Torps, p. 443; Cav, a Pe 
457. Also Sketches, pp. 234, 230. eee 
Pagurer,Lrancis Mentioned: v.- 2-221. <<< ueccs se uve code wee Pe 
For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Frederick Steele. 
_ Maps and Sketches. See Sketches, _ 
_ March, Charles R. REE DOMOGN sr es28 0's 8 550 awen yp ore>n nk sac ae eis aa 


¥ 


Marchbanks, ——. Mentioned............ mo ES ee ee 2 

Market, William. Mentioned areal sreeeercnercs cannon sanenerncner cece cue ae 

Marks, Samuel B, | eee 
Mentioned...... swesed sJcaue Sateen seep eene eee eee ID, 700-77 1, 775,977, oe 


Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ........... 773,774 
Marks’ Mills, Ark. 
Action at, April 25, 1864. See Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 
1864. Leports of 


Cabell, William L. Gunter, Thomas M. Price, Sterling. 
Clayton, Powell. Henry, Charles A. Salomon, Frederick. 
Dengler, Adolph. Monroe, James C. Shelby, Joseph O. 
Drake, Francis M. Morgan, T. J. Steele, Frederick. 
Gordon, A. Peetz, Charles. Wheeler, Junius B. 


See also Itinerary of 3d Div., 7th Army Corps, p. 693. Also inclosures in report 
of Steele, pp. 664-666. 


EOMAB aE APU S, 1O04 «0 coos ons sce pnnans sence! annennmaemr a anaes eed 654 
Marksville Prairie, La. Skirmishes at. : 
MA RROHKN ty) AOS” cos ariel w wine nin ne ona Hols osWemdin tan wend snnnedwneme cr, 162 


May 15, 1864. See Avoyelles, or Marksville Prairie, La. 
Marmaduke, John S. 
AEFI IES oa au on 8a cine el ain Sap tom 5 9 ~ sao shiee vias <a shee cig - 61, 453, 
481, 482, 486, 487, 532, 533, 552, 555, 660, 661, 665, 666, 674, 679, 682, 686, 696, 
705, 706, 711, 760, 762, 763, 766, 775, 779-733, 785, 788, 790, 791, 815, 816, 819- 
821, 831, 832, 834, 836-839, 841-844, 847, 942, 946,971, 975, 1044, 1049, 1058 


Reports of 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ....--....-.-- 818, 820, 821 
Mississippi River. Greene’s operations on the west bank of the, May 
A JUNO 4, MOOS ia oo nec o newer ve rnns sarernn tm sissies 946 
Mars, Steamer. Mentioned....~--...---- ---+ seeeee seer ee coer en reer ee ene 379 
Marsh, Benjamin F., jr. Mentioned ....-..---------+++++--e0+---- 171, 175, 449, 465 


Marston, Frank W. 
Correspondence with 


Harris, William A. 2... scccwe wens cones cone ee conn ee sac ewe sora cecens 244, 247 

Irvin, Frank A... 22. 20-200 coe e ne tere ne ence nee cen e owen enn nee 243, 247 
WeVOMe, A. DYGIDATOssem serene deo. 0 acon ons wancmcncee sans cesecn cose 245, 246 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ............. 241 
Martin, Werner tte | oo ae nn ko cece fo qccawmeegcors tancen 141 


*No circumstantial reports on file, 


“Mary ‘Hill, Steamer. ; 
Maryland Troops. Mentioned. — . 


_ Mason, Captain. Mentioned ...........---+ see-ee cree core renee nec eee ern eee : 
Sete EE - Mentioned... .-2. <-..25&--t23 vseneee teense ners ssze sa, 563, BOB, 5 


-Mason, John W. Mentioned......---.--------- ostamoee eee ae 
-Mason, Joseph T. Mentioned..-.. eacsees.ce we cence ete tens teeree sewers cerrne : 
~ Mason, William B. 2 eae 
io Mom onietl Soe ioc one won easton ane vase ces oa eR Eee Se 658, 705, 712 


Mentioned... ween cree ceceee ence tens ence seeees cage ree 


Cavalry—Regiments : 3d, 106, 136-138, 171, 175, 955, 963, 964, . 


Mason, Eddy D. For correspondence as A. A.G.,see Nathan Kimball. =e 
Mason, James M. Mentioned..-...--.---.--------------- oe Se = 


Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March ee 0, (L864 2222 sear emat 
Massachusetts Troops. Mantiones: 

Artillery, Light—#atteries: 2d (B), 171, 175, 208, 227, 261, 265, 266, 293, 296, 
298, 374, 444, 446, 451-453, 456, 458, 459, 462, 463, 619, 620; 7th (G), 170, 174, 
964; 12th, 934. 

Gacalry-—Aeaimena 3d, 171, 175, 227, 261, 451, 456, 963. i ee 

Infantry—Regiments: 30th, 170, Lie; 31st,t 171, 5, 261, 451, 456, 465-467, oes 
963; 38th, 170, 174, 402. 


Matagorda,:Steamer:. Mentioned ~~ .piveos tc gh oanta + Sosae besa es ati. See 652,653 — 
Matagorda Bay, Tex. Expedition up, Apel 12-13, 1864. Report of John A. 
MeaGHornand.. ost. : J. at as see ee as ope nee see eee ee eee 885 
Matagorda Peninsula, Tex. Reconnaissance on, Jan. 21-25, 1864. Reports of 
Dant=Napoleon: heb: 3... Saneeaas WeGiesunceseat aan aes See at eee 98 
UAC OTR OM ASS Lier ons oka se crs eeaen On iele eneacs aw aieinl gadis sii sina ~. 99 


Matamoras, Mexico. Affair at, Jan,12-13, 1864. 
Communications from 


bertram, HOnty 52a caches ans casme sos be heais esis nee eo —= 83 

Herron, Francis: J:25. cnsacosce+cahs eppasuse Neswdels Gn Sn eo 82, 83 

Matamoras, Mexico,.U.8, Consul at... 2... 22s sauces ecce Suomen ene ee 81 

Tamaulipas,-Mexico, Governor of... 25..s<ss- so: sons ss eines 82 

Report of Francis): Herrotic.2 502 ses tasked sane es owas ae 81 
Matamoras, Mexico, U. S. Consul at. Correspondence with Francis J 

Herr oniee se sin arg ets 5 eta a ke aie os Sear eee eee 81 

Matthews, James.2Mentionet-— 3. 20:...- sank sec Soul mac cape eek cee 294 

Matthews; Luther. J > Mentioned 3.2... --:--> -o-n->ssa ances cae 863, 864 

Matthews; Oliver.= Mentioned :-<2ccs. teScceas- seston ee 424 

Mattson; Hans.:* Mentioned .3.. 5. .2'..0 5 oper ge eee 898 

Mauran, Edward: C:Mentioned:: 225.5. anes. Ge es 472 


Maxey, Samuel B. 


Congratulatory Orders. Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. 844 
Correspondence with 


Cooper, Douglas Fm. 22. -/<cnas+-sesacee oe nase eee ee 1013 
Smith, By Kirby reacts n wanes <e-> oneeni acne be ane: Eee 845 
Mentioned: v2.3. . eeeetass< sc... eee 107, 109, 112, 481, 482, 484, 546, 
547, 552, 555, €61, 743, 780, 781, 783, 785, 786, 791, 819, 820, 826, 841-846, 1013 

Relieved from duty in the Army of Arkansas............-...-2.-+------e- 845 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-M: LY: 3; SL OGAS eee eS 841 
Resumes ¢ nian of the Indian Territory, May 9, 1864 ss ee Spee 6 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 
7 Sometimes called 6th Cavalry. 


“Maximilian. eee seseer er 
ae Corzespondence mirilichardisyi&t 2250 coer 503,512 
a a. ete e d's Se Sew ale ows oe 6 ew ees e we www sc bbcwe olcwasceee tee eee 501, 569, 577 : 

yas _ For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Richard Taylor. 

Mayeux, R.. MDNR Aiea — Spore (des we. nee den 
s Mayo, ——. Sia ie ae eee 126 


Mayo, William. Mentioned ..2..........022202020 e000 enese ee eee 967- 
Maysville, Ark. Skirmish near, May 8, 1864. Report of William A. Phillips. 915 
_ Meade, George G. 2 
Correspondence with U.S, Grant...22. .cc0cesecccscscenes secces sceceee <<. & = 
MGWORGd cc twee ioc. Aww cunts 9-14, 16, 1, 19, 21, 23, 26-29, 48-50, 52-55, 58 


Meagher, Patrick. - Mentioned ......22.... 220. scl oo. 2. conn csteleuesesl. 02 OME 
Means, Austin. Ra spore = spam 943 


PO SHOG.-Gt,/ Frees Montioned -52,-socoec vo nw Hone oeentn oo enccawees » aqeseuaiee 843 
Beanery. I. - Mentioned -2. <2 ..icsec+iczccedewwen See Ane Sie pee 609, 612 
meek, simon; ~ Mentioned: <1 swe oe ee ees oa Ses ek oe 871 


Meem, John G., jr. For cormaeponaian as A.D. C., see HE. Kirby Smith. 
Meffleton Lodge, Ark. Affair at, June 29, 1864*...........00.-----e-0-- eee 8 
Melton, James A. 


EU RMTRR ee oss ie SR Ce CER a ceee ce ceucoe cev= ccCCCCE 91, 93, 890-892 
Reports of 
Batesville, Ark. Expedition from Rolling Prairie to, with skirmishes, 
PEM EML AAMT PLOOL San do ooo cbs 60's 6s ease eve coua's sence stay 650 
Bellefonte, Ark. anisitn from, March 29-April 1, 1864 -......2...2222. 859 
Whiteley’s Mills, Ark. Skirmish at, April 5, 1864 .... ...--.......----. 871 
Melville, Mo. Raid on, June 14, 1864. Reports of 
Moore; Calvitt 8-022. 2. 22s Je Siieceetedee SOE ee ee ot Re 1006 
PO Eten eee eee oleae ines stn ad carne coon ss scesen coos cet bwdacks 1006 
Molin, WORN. Mentioned. oo ec cece rece ee cet este stan eawe sion ence cece 1011 
PISTOL AME, DICUGIONCU s fae cone code o kes docket ten ne tbnce cee votes stewes tan 567 
EBITC ELOUCHGH. | MONDIONGG* sey ou boinc tee we wie bee ease et rece cebecurceecs 342 
Meredith, William. Mentioned.....-..-.. Rages eek s esac cee kseet cote s kare 997, 998 
Merriam, Jonathan. 
TERIOR eh eared o kee atubet csaccnectoss aus levuht sees 172,176 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 -.-...----.--- 375 
Merritt, Wesley. Mentioned.......----.--..--2----- ++ +--+ +220 ee eee e ene nee 17 
Metcalf, John T. Mentioned .....-.---.2-2 p20 1+ -2+ ++ eee ee eee ee eee 418, 419 
Meteor, Steamer. Mentioned .....-...---..-------------- 178, 179, 380-382, 388, 389 
Meyers, Henry. Mentioned .....--.-.---+--+----- ------ ++--++ +--+ 2+ +----- 719 
Mhoon, John; Mentioned .....--..-.--+----+ --- 0+ -- 220s eee ee eee cee teen ee 947 
Miami, U.S.S. Mentioned .... 2+. -...---+ 22-222 eens ee eee eee eee eee eens 17 


Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Regiments : 1st (Batteries), G, 173. 
Infantry—Regiments: 12th, 930, 932. 


Miles, Joseph B. Mentioned ---- ----.----- ---- +--+ e000 0+ eee rece eee ee nnee 974 
Miles, Nelson A. Mentioned ......---. ------------ -+-- eo eee e ner ene ene e cous 53 
Military Complications. Communications from 
Cunningham, Edward....--.---- DiS see WeW ce cew elise ce csecsnscntunwewsee 550 
Smith, E, Kirby .-.------------+ ---+ +--+ - ++ 0-02 eee eee 517, 535, 538, 540, 543, 545 
Taylor, Richard ..--.. -.---«----+----------------0 00205 cereee 519, 541, 543, 546 


Military Division of the Mississippi. See Mississippi, Military Division of the. 
* No circumstantial reports on file, 
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sets Amos B. “Mentioned! Sots see 
- Miller, Crill. Mentioned.........---- - - 
~ Miller, Sarah. Mentioned..------------- BS Sec eds hoor ABE 


‘Miller, W. A. Mentioned ......----------- ae ceeeteecee cece ee bees Coe ES 

= Miller, William C. Mentioned...-....--..----------- Sree os 

__ Millirons, William. Mentioned......--.----- a joes ewes ces Setece as secece ners 
Mills, —— Mentioned..--...------ Regge Sree eS ert ees fea ee wae 
Millsap, JESES OMONTLONCU -s-. hoccee echo at cacce dens Sess seeee nr ceseteee as 


- Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 
~ Infantry—Regiments : 3d, 863, 866-868, 898; Sth, 171, 176, 313, See 2 


976. 
> Misener, David. Mentioned ....--.2-.------ --2++- see oS eee Sots 
Misenheimer, Munson A. Mentioned......---.-.--.!------ SRS ci 
Biiseiseippt, Mili toa Dasasion of the... sCperatiouss in, st ze ctmmuntestions 
earn See 
Grant, U8 2. oo. cater eee ate eee eras ere cere oc Scie DE Se RSSee aS eeES 3 
Shermans Walia mas sear sommenteene nae te eee ans tena eer te con weiss one 
Mississippi River. Greene’s operations on the west bank of the, May 24-June 
4, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on return of Military Division of West 
Mississippi for June; 1864 <2 Scat yon note nas ce ye saeeepeese 93 
Reports of ; 
Greene, Colton. 5.2 <isaneednnse coe cceepeeas we teen eens eens eee 947, 949, 950 3 
Marmaduke, Johni8-2... io. ce nceee eee aee eae ee ee eee “946 3 
Missouri, Steamer. (Confederate. ) Mentioned Sara tasee Pesan ecies sae ner 499 
Missouri, Steamer. (Union.) Mentioned....-.....--.....-2-.---2--2---c- 953 
Missouri. 
Expedition from Kansas into, June 11-20, 1864. 
Communications from Thomas J. McKean...-........-....---..-- 1022, 1023 
Reports of : 
Curtis, Bamiel Reson. scenes. cee s anaes Wianisle sales cent 1017, 1018 
Hoyt Genre Las. isce.cn super cobecuc-Coee sese see ee Eee 1022 4 
MoKean, sDhomas Jccinces nse centicne ss cmllt aonee ee 1018 
Moonhpht,-Thomas=: 25. -.ccccrasoreee ep Sea eeaeee Sone te eee 1019 
Impressments in. Communication from Governor of Missouri...-......-.. 645 
Recruitment, organization, etc., of troops in. Communications from 
Hivans, GoW. ene se seccnreswsks tacscs uso ne ae Soo e eee 647 
Hull, Edward Be taiinnccs~++.us aoc cosupepey Sree ten faite oat eae ane 646 
Johnson, -Walde- Papo. ~-< cinevassesscusseewaene val tes cae ee eae 646 
Missouri, Governor.0f 2. <-- + 0swne sen Jb ane See nae ae a ee 645 
Missouri, Central, District of. 
Consolidated report of scouts, skirmishes, and marches in the, June 10-20 
1964. .....<. 0. SoS eee bas ce=.. +... oe ae 996 
Operations in the, June 10-23, 1864. Reports of Egbert B. Brown...... 995, 996 
Missouri, Department of the. 
Embraced in Military Division of West Mississippi, May 27, 1864 ......... 6 
Rosecrans, William §., assigned to command of ...... 2.22.2... .....---e 7 9 


Schofield, John M. , relieved from command of 


Anon - send civeuslsGiereoewenee 2 


Orders, Military, Special, series 1863: No. 12, 645. 
Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Collins’, 785, 823, 824, 837-839; Hanis’, 785, 
819, 828, 829, 833, 834, 984; Lesueur’s, 781, 782, 786, 788, 809, 810, 812, 815, 
816, 830, "850; Ruffner’s, 782, 786, 787, 809, 810, 812, 813. 

Cavalry— Battalions : Ast (Elliott’s), 127, 765, 785, 787, 823, 835, 837, 839- 
841; 14th ( Wood's), 779, 780, 784, 819, 820, 824. 826, 827, 829, 834, 843. Com- 
panies: Reves', 921. Regiments: 3d (Greene’s), 785, 786,788, 824, 828- 
834, 950-952, 984, 985; 4th ( Burbridge’s), 785, 786, 788, 823, 828-834, 949, 
951, 984, 985; 5th (Gordon’s), 785, 787, 835-837, 839; 7th (Kitchen’s), 762, 
785, 828, 831, 832, 834, 949, 951, 984, 985; Sth (Jeffers’), 628, 629, 633, 785, 
828, 829, 831, 833, 834, 949, 951, 984, 985 ; 10th (Lawther’s), 781, 785, 822, 825, 
830, 631, 833, 834, 951, 952, 984, 985, 1045; 11th (Smith’s), 785, 787, 836, 
839; 12th (Shanks’), 785, 787, 835, 839; Coleman’s Partisans, 131; Free- 
man’s, 60-63, 65, 88, 90, 128, 131, 132, 139, 141, 146, 645; Fristoe’s, 152; 
Hunter’s, 785, 787, 836, 839. 

Infantry—B8attalions: 9th Sharpshooters (Pindall’s), 638, 786, 788, 805, 
814, 850. Regiments: 8th (Mitchell’s), 604, 637, 786, 787, 812, 850; 9th 
(Musser’s), 336, 604, 637, 786, 787,812, 850; 1LOth (Moore’s), 336, 604, 637, 
786, 787, 810, 850; 11th ( Burns’), 336, 604, 638, 786, 787, 810, 814,850; 12th 
(Ponder’s), 604, 638, 786, 787, 850; 16th ( Lewis’), 604, 638, 786, 788, 810, 814, 
850. 

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Artillery, Light—Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 169, 173, 279-282 ; B, B, 173; 
F, 99, 173 ; K, 930, 932; I:, 88, 89,96 ; M, 172, 176, 320, 321, 337, 370, 381, 383- 
335, 388; 24 (Batteries), D, 1048; B, 658, 685-688, 692, 695, 696, 702, 705- 
707, 709-712, 714, 716-719, 836; H, I, 872,873; K, 872. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 659, 872, 874, 875; Ist State Militia, 85, 649- 
652, 856-858, 862, 902, 903, 945, 946, 954, 969, 970, 1001-1003, 1007, 1008; 24, 
659, 764; 2d State Militia, 124, 144, 145, 868, 892, 911; 3d, 96, 659, 766, 
767; 3d State Militia, 153, 642, 643, 875, 915; 4th State Militia, 967, 
968, 994, 995, 1056, 1057; 5th State Militia, 128, 138; 6th, 171, 175, 208, 
226, 260, 298, 446, 448-454, 456-459, 463, 921, 938; 6th State Militia, 
63-68, 88-90, 93, 95, 96, 152, 640, 1006, 1007, 1009, 1010 ; 7th, 97, 98, 659, 712, 
713, 769, 772, 778, 1027; 7th State Militia, 954, 1057, 1058; 8th, 263, 866, 
867, 898, 899, 931, 932, 986, 1046 ; 8th State Militia, 66, 63, 86, 88-96, 101, 
102, 138, 146, 644, 645, 904-906, 921, 922, 957, 958, 966, 967, 970, 971; 9th 
State Militia, 882, 1905; 11th, 62, 63, 65, 89, 90, 92, 95, 96, 102, 103, 131- 
135, 139, 153, 154, 640, 641, 851-856, 894, 896-902, 910, 911, 924, 1048; 15th 
State Militia, 922. 

Infantry—Regiments: 6th Prov. E. M., 96, 640; 7th Prov. E. M., 96, 940, 
941, 1010, 1038, 1039 ; 11th, 171, 176,313, 322, 329,976; 21st, 172,313, 343, 
356; 24th, 172,176, 224, 230, 313,316, 352-357, 364, 367-370, 672, 980, 981, 
983: 26th EB. M., 1007; 334d, 171, 176, 230, 312, 317, 319, 320, 326-329, 333- 
338, 370, 976-979; 38th BE. M., 1030; 65th BE. M., 993; Linn County 
Enrolled Militia, 1026-1031. 

Mitchell, Barnett B. 


Mentioned .... .--- 2+ oc 2 one oc cee wee connec cone conn ee rene ne cece ewes 742, 744, 752 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .............. 747 
Mitchell, C.H. Mentioned.-....-..----.------+-e0+ e+ +02 ++ 2 eee eee ere eee- R02 
Mitchell, Charles. Mentioned -.....--------------- ----0+--0-e+eeee cere eeeee 606 
Mitchell, Charles S. Mentioned .....----- -----+--++-+---00 e200 ree ere cere 786, 812 


Mitchell, H. A. Mentioned........ ces sind aaeunasl suadee sided #8 stale eae 1034 


acre Jolin Se Mentions: . 
_ Mobile, Ala. Joseph J. Reynolds. ss to Smad of. ieeaicaeris 2 = 


poe “Against .... --- nner emeeenee cere nee nee ener ne cceene tere ce se eeees | 8 
“Mock, B: Pr _ Mentioned....-.. sac ece wens scemeneecesecess- eeecet ence corneas - 850 

- Mockabee, - ‘Wontianad®. 2:5 acncornbemeaticn apan-ntabnnsint oboe seaee eas 
Mobr, Gaceme coin cee se eeiccentnecinces cece semens een eieee Siennn ages 
~ Molineux, Edward L. si Be 
~- Correspondence with Nathaniel P. Banks ...---- BS ean eases 125 

Mentioned .... ---. 02-2 ene. coon ee vere ee tone eee Sakis cis ees Sain c.deiees speed 170, 174 

“ = Wronaroh, U.S. S. Mentioned... Soo sRav oe S San cebeeeer OeGeees aeee ata) Oe 

“Wonoure, J;.C.. Mentioned: -......02-2-- sesdrdencacachenee qfeaesbaaseee een 631, 632 


-Monett’s Ferry and Cloutierville, La. ‘Skirmishes ads; ee 29-30, 1864. 
s See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. Itinerary 
_ of Cav. Div., p. 445. 
-Monett’s Ferry, or Cane River Crossing,La. Engagement at, April 23, 1864, 
See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. Reports 
of 
Arnold; Richard. . Closson, Henry W. _ Jerome, A. Brainard. — “as 
Banks, Nathaniel P. . Emory, William. H. = McMillan,JamesW. 
Baylor, George Wythe. Franklin, William Bo. Smith, Andrew J. 
Bee, Hamilton P. Gooding, Oliver P. ~~ $mith, E. Kirby. 
Blanchard, Justus W. Hebard, George T. Steele, William. 
Cameron, Robert A. Hubbard, Thomas H. Taylor, Richard. 
See also Itineraries of 1st Brig., 3d Div., 13th Army Corps, p. 284; 4th Diw., 
18th Army Corps, p. 294; 2d Brig., 1st Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 
323 ; 2d Brig., 3d Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 358; Artillery Reserve, 
19th Army Corps, p. 408; 1st Div., 19th Army Corps, p. 420; 2d 
Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army Corps, p. 426; 3d Brig., 1st Div., 19th 
Army Corps, p. 428; Cav. Div., p.446. Also Sketches, pp. 233, 395. 
See also Bee to Smith, p. 612; Smith to Bee, p. 614; Wharton to Bee, p. 615. 


Monkin, Captain. Mentioned oo 2: oon saw boo boe once ecienon ee Sarees 132 
Monroe; Georee-W.- Mentioned... ct co senneck cae ceseevisiee == eee eee 173 
Monroe, James C. 

Méntioneds- +> cance sco uee nese s 784, 789, 792, 794, 797, 798, 822, 823, 947, 952 

Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ....-......-.. 796 
Monroe, Thomas. -Mentioned=._.--..-2.5--.--- oe. -s aces en fierce pee e eee eee 603 
Montell, Co Mii Mentioned Scie ncn - a5 supe toae-<tm neeaceeecet toe seen ee eee 807 
Montevallo, Mo. Affair at, June 12, 1864. Report of Charles W. Blair...... 1000 
Montgomery; Bacon... Mentioned |... Saas ccpoe scan petisiens aaeee eee seemaee 175 
Montgomery, William C. F. Mentioned .....-.....2-. -2-. 220 eee eee 872, 873 
Monticello, Ark. 

Scout from Pine Bluff to, Jan. 13-14, 1864. Report of Powell Clayton... -.. 84 


Skirmish at MTC Ss 1s68t . oecowcay coo sean ces cae oc cee eee 4 
Monticello Road, Ark. Skirmish on. See Pine Bluff, Ark. Skirmish on the 
Monticello Road, near, June 17, 1864: 


Moody, J. P.; Menti0ued gepeeace --+-+---.>.----- ss shen aan one ane 798 
Moonlight, Thomas. 
Correspondence with Thomas J. McKean .... 22.2.2... cece ene nce cocuce cee 1022 
Mentioned. |. <j So occ. sees SS... ot ee 108, 1018, 1019, 1032 
Report iat a from Kansas into Missouri, June 16-20, 1864......... 1019 


a 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 


ville, Mo. Raid on, vane 14, BORER ia Fes 
__ White Hare, Mo. Skirmish near, June 15, 1864 ......... 


~ ih David. 


_ Mentioned . lee ee) i a a a gees 
pS Beportof- siseseoent on Old River Lake, or Lake Chios, Ark, June 


‘in J. “Mentioned... ..---- Reesor tants » os iaataeee 


5 y - ru ed RETA  wawe wees cee wee Howe ce ceee cons “ 
Moore, Henry D. Report of skirmish near Neosho, Mo., 3, 1864... ce iG 
Moore, JamesB. aire eee agit 


, Mentioned <<... 2202. ssonccsaereee RS 652, 861, 954 
4 Report of affair near Greenton, Mo., March 30, 1864 .... 2.2. 222. .-2. 2-22. 
Na Sesto dour C.- Mentioned... . 1k scica oo. weiee ec oe cave Coce ceew eee ; 
‘Moore, Jonathan B. Mentioned ...... eee eT | 172,176, 379, 380, 383-385, 
‘Moore, Risdon M. S 
a Mentioned .... .....--.~.+.--+.-+-- 172,176, 230-232, 305, 309,313, 317, 318, 340, 374 
¥ Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ............. 373 a 
MMOOTes Samuel. MONtTODOG y cmwscle ese e Cane were wn enincwe es connie nw arcemiies 1031 & 
E Moore, Stephen W. Mentioned..........--..-- EO 132,141 __ 
x Moore, William F. -Mentioned ~........ sow-siee-oeseewove enwe weneeneeee ess | O25 
: Moore, William M. Mentioned...........--. 2-2-2. c-00 sees eee eens eee eee 786, 815 — 
is ROUSSE) MORN OREN «on ain omesn a csicacn bi vnitseneriedeaetaxs spe vkud tenet 619 
$s Moore's Plantation. See Governor Moore's Plantation. = 
Moran, James M. Mentioned... ....-.2--.--- 2+ ----+-ensiene ile aae peta 863 ES. 
: Moreauville, La. Action near, May 17, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, VB 
March 10—May 22, 1864. Reports of = 
Banks, Nathaniel P. Dickey, William H. Smith, Thomas Kilby. a 
Chadwick, John C. Fordham, Elbert H. ‘Taylor, Richard. B= 
Cunningham, Edward. ag 
See also Itinerary of Cav. Div., p. 447. rap 
Morey, Benjamin F. Mentioned.......-~--. ..---- --------+ +--+ e+-e-- 461, 469, 470 
Morgan, Major. Mentioned ........---------- ence nee eon - een ewen ene eee woes 1006 
Morgan, Allen H. Mentioned --..-~.--.---e-0-e- ---002- ee ee cee cree eeee cere 1048 


Morgan, John H. Mentioned ....-.-.--+----+-----e eee nwe cone ne eres seer ee ee 32 
Morgan, Thomas W. 


Mon tioned .o occ e ona one et ccc cte ieee one nce ewe soe eivcwecancse oss 172: 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.-.......----. 374 
Morgan, T. J. 
Mentioned... 2. 22-2 nn cone co mewe cane one e eens cone ae cone ee coe nes 784, 792, 794, 796 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864...-...-...---- 796 
Morgan’s Mill, Spring River, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. 9, 1864, 
Reports of 
Livingston, Robert R ....-... ---- ----------0-+ e-e ene nee cen eee cence 131 
Stephens, John W....-...--- ---------- eee0 ceee ere n ene scene cee ene eens 133 


Returns of District of Northeastern Arkansas, Feb. 2-27, 1864.........-.-- «12 


Be 1864. RES os 
< Moro Bottom, Ark. Skirmishes in, April 25-26, 1864*....-....---.-.--- wecee 64 
- Morris, John BE. Mentioned..... Serre a= 2 etaceoueenes Beeeceeereee see-e- . 850) 
*tMotrison, R. T.. Mentioned :cs--..-c.s- --2---n> --meracuncenua osene=seseeheanu dou 
- Morrison, Samuel M. Mentioned ....--...- idowanbeareacoeeomaee SPE pe i) 
Morrison, William. Mentioned........... een aed usscaee cane Smee SHS 797 
Morrison, William H. Mentioned..........-..2-.-------e-+-0-- 251, 252, 404, 405 
Morse, Blla, Steamer. Mentioned -.......-..--------------- ++ --++---- 2202 912,914 
Morse, Henry B. Mentioned ....-......--.-----.------ -----+ +--+ --2 2-2-2: 
Morton, Marcus W. Mentioned..........--.------------ +--+ ---+ o--+ sen eee 
Mosby;.00niterie Mentioned... ........ 1. -.5-- sen oso sscepaeebneeets <a eases = 
Moscow, Ark. Action at, April 13, 1864. Bee. eee chet epediden, 
March 23-May 3, 1864. "Reporte of 
Campbell, William T. — Price, Seritar ~_ Wheeler, Junius B. 
Gibson, Hiram D. Steele, Frederick. 
See also Itinerary of 1st Brig., Frontier Div., p.743. 
Moseley, William G. Mentioned .......2.. 02022. 2.2 e ee cee ee eee een eee ones 628 
Moses, Thomas, jr. 
MGHtIONOG: << <0 osu ete ee oh ceecne ba - =e ose nen caoa onesies 1008, 1009, 1032, 1033 
Report of affair on the Blue River, Mo., May 21, 1864...............-...-. 943 
Mosley; John-P.- Mentioned ... . h. . e525 sen ie siguwmcn coma eo ane seen ee 759 | 
Moulton, John A. Mentioned .-.. 2... 222.222 202 0 oe cece ne ween ee enc eee ween 934 
Mound City, U.8.S. Mentioned...-..........22-2 0222-22-22 2-- Poco 210, 255 


Expedition’ from Morganza_ 
eer Morganza, May oteveue 5, 1864. 

Sas near. ates 
May 24, 1864"... So vane ware Sea Sr reece ESR Hee = 
- May 30, 1864. See Micka julaya River, La. Expedition from Morganza 
to the, and skirmishes near Livonia and Morganza, = =e 5 


Mountain Fork, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. 4, 1864* 
Mount Elba, Ark. 
Action at, and pursuit of Confederates to Big Creek, March 30, 1864. See 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. Report of Clay- 
ton, p. 770. 
Skirmish at, March. 28,-1864"...... sc etiss osncsacenebancneee ceeds. Sete ean 
Mount Elba and Long View, Ark. Expedition from Pine Bluff to, March 
27-31, 1864. See Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. 


Rovers of : : 
Casselberry, Isaac. Gray, Edmund B. Marks, Samuel B. 
Clayton, Powell. - Greathouse, frank M. Price, Sterling. 
Creitz, William F. Humphrey, Benjamin T. Smith, Lyndsey J. 
Fagan, James F. Jenkins, Wilton A. Young, Grover. 


Mount Pleasant Landing, La. Attack on, and pursuit of the Confederates, 
May 15, 1864. Report of Daniel Ullmann............22........ 933 
Mount Vernon, Mo. Scout from, June 19-25, 1864. Report of John D. Allen. 1038 
Mouton, Alfred. - Mentioneiauns: -----.---.------Seseeun sons teeces ck oeinee 183, 
185, 196, 201, 227-230, 292, 436, 442, 445, 447, 448, 476, 477, 480, 485, 491, 
492, 495, 516, 526, 527, 542, 549, 551, 553, 562-565, 574, 578, 599, 600, 617 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 


‘ 


Mentioned ................2....-. 168, 171, 172, 176, 177, 181, 183, 193, 197, 198, 202, 
217, 224, 225, 231, 235, 271, 275, 303-308, 311-314, 319, 321-396, 329, 330,333, 


334, 336, 340, 343, 347, 351, 353, 359, 364, 367, 368, 370, 372, 375, 377,378,384, 


391, 399, 400, 408, 410, 411, 415-418, 430, 437, 445, 447, 468, 466, 467, 476, 484, — 
487, 498-500, 553, 566, 568, 579, 588, 592, 594, 596,971, 973-977, 980-982, 984 
Reports of Ee 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on, June 6,1864.. 971 


Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 _.... 25 See 315-318, 320 
Mudd, John J. Mentioned.-.._........... gitoapeaes raat ak =o a= icone aren 
Mullen, Miss. Mentioned ..............-.-. te i ee <-+-0 oa 
Mullen, John W. Mentioned -.......-. penton cosene ores ene en-0-5 G1e-e0, bee-bee 


Mullings, Hosea G. Mentioned... . <.<.. ccc cco. cocece ce ncenctsnne ose nae BOY, 
Mullins, Alexander W. 


Correspondence with Egbert B. Brown....-.......--. aacace 152. 4seuee ose 
oa oe nce san s'eewe vin ns cnnena ancosetpt erase osname eS ale 
Report of scout from Lexington, Mo., March 19-22, 1864 ..............---- 649 
Munitionsof War. See reports of Chandler, p. 236; Steele, p. 668; Henry, p. 678. 
Munks, William. Mentioned....... Sve Galde aa 210s eco Te ce econ ° 98: 
Murphy, George W. Mentioned.........-..-.....-. a 88, 96, 859, 886. 
MMiarphy, James M. Mentioned... 22. roo. ree ce enna os once Sone 1010 
Murphy, John P. Mentioned ...... nie cannes a aca eda s wae 132, 141, 893 
rmomemavrrence Cr. Montioned. ......---cereccscevece eee peenicaen eens 75 
Murphy, Richard. 
eR ie Pee ante Das wena sachs’ reause tot avs adunts>s- auuneem 113 
Report of scout from Houston, Mo., into Arkansas, with skirmishes, Feb. 
Bel 7 1 GGAeee wckela sense en nt Se 128 
Mustay, Cuaties'D. Mentioned .. ~ <6 22sec cise n cess aeenes 172, 176, 317, 342, 344 
MEER ERY gts LCCC eee ONUIOUOU terigede'atn oan ces ansics~<-sicev ane agentes bensue 494, 439 
Benrray, Pnomag Ft. Mentioned. 2. cos 1-s<5- cencuanenaneanes 604, 786, 810, 814, 815. 
eee ST rl ae LON HIONOG ia 5 - <'s1s 39's ano ond sun vma.c ede eee ene n = ae 638 
Merierel rer asiice = MOnTIONOH «9. woes occa csc <taneotasnenk Seen unee wan n.gemode 916 
Murry, John H. Mentioned...........-....-..---- atl addi en ancien nae a 871 
Musser, Richard H. Mentioned .... <2 02-022 20-2 ne eae noe cme e cons edsemnen 786, 812 
Myer, Albert J. Mentioned ............---- 2-0. --0e ee enne one eons newes 241 
Peay CUAtTION, P= MentlONOd -.. 0c. 5-5 ccanon qqcacnccsaccessrsens~nes-ensienae 1041 
Nale, JohnH. Mentioned......---..-----.--------- +--+ --+0-+ 2-5 172, 176, 378, 383 
Wall, R.C. Mentioned .....-...---+ 2-2-6 ee - 22 ene e eee eee eee ee aseniaas 143, 144 
Napoleonville, La. Raid on, May 6, 1864. Report of Nelson Shaurman. .... 91L 


Watchitoches, La. 
Skirmishes about, April 20-21,1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 
10-May 22, 1864. Report of Steele, p. 625; Itinerary of lst Brig., 3d 
Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 343. 
Skirmishes at. 
March 31, 1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. 
Itinerary of Cav, Div., p. 445. 
April 5,1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10—May 22, 1864. 
Report of Chandler, p. 237. 
May 5, 1864" ...-22 sewae coenneconneecoceescernee ravens necerenecs Seer 


Naumkeag, U.S.5. Sy 
Engagement between Shelby’s forces and the, June 24-25, 1864, See White 
River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20-29, 1864. Reports of Steele, 

p. 1042; Shelby, p. 1050. 
MAPRaTIAG . ./- udp eeeentees cance * 775" 42 aR ees ae ange ees ececne rene § 


& 


. Soe ete nares ser eer nese cece nee Vs 
* 


Samo Cian earn Lo 25 ae 


ion James. Tas ee a ee ae aesgeuse eaese “1028, a 
eas = is foster 


_ Attacks on Union wanb outs at Ratliff 1s ( 15th), Como (15th and 16th), and 


Magnolia Landings (16th), and skirmish (17th) at ‘Newport Cross- 3 
Roads, La., June 15-17, 1864. Reports of John §. Scott. ....- 1014, 1015 a 
Co-operation of, with Sey: See report of Banks, pp. 214, 215. : S 
Navy Department, U.S. : Sey a 
Congratulations. Red River, La.,Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 irs ep 223 
Correspondence with David D. Porter..---. PES eS eo oa eerie eee 219, 222 
Mentioned = Sac ve Se eee eee ett ee oes phe S955. 


Nebraska Troops. Mentioned. 
- Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 62-65, 67, 68, 90, 93, 95, 103, 131-134, 139-143, 161, 
855, 856, 893-897, 899-901, 924, 957. 


Neeby, ———. Mentioned ..-....--..-. 2. 622-2. 222 2 oe ene eee nee - Sees ; ae 
Neel, D. P. Mentioned ........ este pate ae eae ee 638,850 
Neill, Henry. Mentioned -~.:......-............ neecere stesso cere sees 996-998, 1008 
Nelson, Jack, “Montene. sss- soew eee aoa e Sac aps unas cows io Sece esa eses 913 
Nelson, Mortimer W. Mentioned .-......-- ns a ee Soe ae ee Sas o ete 741 
Neosho, leS:8sMontioned sin ceeds os eee essa ce 220, 254, 381,.382, 987 
Neosho, Mo. Skirmish near, June 3, 1864. Reports of : 

MOOrO CIOMD Vos 2.25. sta. wicclets ow ns= sage Cocnie co sieecas Gekis \age ee Sees 966 

Ruatk Osage. cose coc =v oie ie = oe Soa wing ok ee eee ee oe a eee 966 
Neosho and Carthage, Mo. Scouts near, May 18-23, 1864. Report of John 

De Alent oe ae a ee ore oe ee Ree cee ers o 940 

Wettles, to." “Mentioned. soa. sae coe cope bec mesisceeieeee aeee toa oe 567 
Weun; George... Mentioned 2225 Saeco cn eee eee eee eee eee ee 729 
Wevitt; dames F. Mentioned: 22.025 2c se woe wee cen ecs sueeiescUn ee TUES 
Newbold, Charles. Mentioned -.... 2... o0.. cece seen cone cccces ence cscs cuss 69, 70 
Newbold, Joseph H. 

Mentioned: cosas ace ee en ee ee ee 172, 353, 356, 361 

Report of Red River, 1a., Campaign, March 10-May 22,1864 ...........- soy Ooo 


New Falls City,Steamer. Mentioned ....... 380,385, 388, 504, 522-524, 530, 536, 532 
New Frankfort, Mo. Raid on, June 7,1864. Report of Albert Brackman... 987 
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—Regiments : 8th,* 171, 175, 226, 261, 451, 963. 
Newlan, Thomas. 

Mentioned: 3. oo. cos oo. Sateen ost c= oe ee ae eee 172, 176,342, 344 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 .............. 349 
Wew London, U.S. 8. -Mentioned, -2s2.- 2. 20s. . couse cca e seen Cece Oe 
New Madrid, Mo. Expedition from, and skirmishes in the swamps of Little 

River, near Osceola, and on Pemiscot Bayou, Ark., April 5-9, 1864, 


Reports of 
Pronitt, Valentines <iagec-0sd>eesaes ccceace oc dceee ene ek eee 874 
Rabb, John “W Soa ee eo aes a so dn ee ae ae 872 
Newman, Alexander. Mentioned. .--... 2... 0... 200. ne eece cece ecceccttee. 127 
Newman, Charles G. Correspondence with C.(C. Wolfe ...........----.-.-. 1025 


New Market, Mo. Raidon. See Arnoldsville, Mo. Skirmish near, and raid 
on New Market, June 1, 1864. 


* Sometimes called Ist and 2d Cav alry. 


‘New Mexico.and Arizona. Operations in, Feb. 1-March 7, 1864. Reporte of - See 


ee ene aCe As eee Re Os Se 18 

ues McCabe, Francis RTL 2ST ODIs be NSC o a SSeS SS Se 5 TSSS BoE oe ee 

eperegink James H «<i 5.0 2..5 tcc vdaen$e! casnecssifes ce ee 

~~ Willis, Edward B .....22-...... SIDE TaES a ose Tat a OPE ana eae 

New Mexico Troops. Mentioned. - 2 
Cavalry—Regiments: Ast, 73,74, 76-80, 118-121. 


New Missouri, Steamer. Mentioned. ....-... 2... 222. -222 cone ececceee-e---- 1049 


Wewnham, Thomas. Mentioned 
New Orleans. Defenses of. 
Districts of Baton Rouge and La Fourche attached to 4 
Districts of West Florida and of Key West and Tortugas attached to...... 5 
Reynolds, Joseph J., assumes conimand of...........-... 2. iene eae ra ote 1 
Sherman, Thomas W., assumes command of ....-.....-.-.---.-+---. --0-+- 8 
Newport Cross-Roads, La. Skirmish at, June 17,1864. See Navy, U.S. At- 
_ tacks on Union gunboats at Ratliff’s (15th), Como (15th and 16th), 
and Magnolia Landings (16th), and skirmish (17th) at Newport 
Cross-Roads, June 15-17, 1864. - ; 
New River, La. Skirmish at, Feb.9,1864*.......... ae 2 
mowsome, Eamund. Mentioned :....-csssssctastoteedtere snes acs ccéemansicn 386 
Wew York Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—B8atteries : 21st, 877-880 ; 25th, 170, 174, 230, 260, 354, 355, 
360, 369, 391, 392, 406, 410, 415; 26th, 170, 174. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 2d ( Veteran), 171,175, 261, 293,396, 415, 460, 467-471, 
963 ; 14th, 171, 226, 260, 448, 449, 452,459,470; 18th, 171, 175,261, 452, 459, 
467-471. 
Infantry—Regiments: 9Oth, 170, 174; 110th, 254; 114th, 170, 174, 229- 
232, 260, 390, 391, 401, 421-424; 116th, 170, 174, 221, 229-232, 260, 390, 391, 
396, 401, 407, 419, 421-425; 128th, 170, 174, 402; 131st, 170, 174; 1334, 
174, 221; 153d, 170, 174, 230-232, 260, 263, 391, 401, 419, 421, 423-426; 
156th, 159th, 170,174; 160th, 170, 174, 229-231, 260, 390, 391, 401, 416- 
418; 161st, 170, 174, 200, 201, 221, 230-232, 254, 260, 390-392, 421, 422, 424, 
425; 162d, 170, 174, 230, 250, 390, 391, 401, 429-432, 434, 485, 437, 440; 
165th, 170, 174, 230,260, 390, 391, 401, 429-432, 434,435; 173d, 170, 174, 
230, 260, 390, 391, 401, 429-432, 434, 435, 437, 440; 175th, 170, 174; 176th, 
174, 443; 178th, 172, 176, 230, 313, 317, 319, 340-342, 373-376. 


Ney, » Mentioned . 6... 222 ne coe ene tne wsenn ce cone econ een ee cennceneee 994 
Nicholas, Major. Mentioned ....-...---..------+--+-- ------ -----+ -+-------- 939 
Nichols, Mer pion6 ac we ct cniws od reeviewec-o--- ee ctet wore ot eee 88 
Nichols, E. B. Mentioned ...-....---..----------- ------ ++ 22-2 eee ee eee 1035 
Nichols, Stuteley S. Mentioned ........----------------++---+ -----+-- 1019, 1021 


Nickerson, Frank S. 
Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 19th Army Corps. Red River, La., 


Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......---.------+----++----:- 443 

Mentioned -.---.-+---+ ------ --- 20+ 9 - oe ee enn sree ee nese cerns 174, 441-443 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.--.....-.-... 442 
Nields, Benjamin. 

Mentioned... .--. --------- owen cone eee eee nee ence reece 171, 174, 406, 412, 414 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......---..--. 408 
Nims, Ormand F. 

Mentioned .-.--- ------ ---+-- +--+ ---------- +--+ ween e ce eee eee cens seen 171, 175 


Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ............- 462 


! No circumstantial reports on file. 


TOPO ETT EOS OO ET CHEE TEE OES CCE ROD EHS SETS HH 1005 e 


ae oe ~ Mentioned...-... Secite le eeae See cb asec wes cece Sacer os ee cece pecee: © 
Reportsof E 
Corpus Christi, 1 Tex. ‘Affair at, March. 17, 1964....-. sneeseea=2 

_. Los Patricios, Tex. Skirmish at, March 13, 186 dg en oe soe 

= Norris, Hardman P. Mentioned......-.-...-.- Sapa Se see ee seseee 


mS Norris, Wesley W. eS SS 
/ Montionedeuresenmo. . oo. - 25 cesses es aee ate Pe Ete sce 658, 705, 706, 7 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, Mareh 23-May | 3, 1864....- a 


Norristown, Ark. Skirmish near, May 19, 1864. See drkansas River. Shel- — 
by's operations north of the, May 13-31, 1864. Report of Shelby, p 
927. 
Mott Levi, Men tiotied..s... -.-S-cutsteties a bccse resect che ane ans seihae 989, 990 3 
North Blackwater River, Mo. Scout from Warrensburg to the, June 5-9, — 
1864. Report of Daniel Shumate......----..------ 2-2 -----2-. — 90% 
North Carolina, Department of. (Union.) Operations in. Communication : 
from U.S. Grant ..---..----- ------ ---- 0+ conn ee cone ne ene -eeeee He 
2 Northeastern Arkansas, Operations i in, including skirmishes at. Lunenburg = 
E and Sylamore, and on Sylamore Creek, Jan. 1-30, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on return of District of Northeastern Ar- 
dcansas forced an G1 B642 aon ss Sea gao at eee cece ate ee ea eae 
Communication from Robert R. Livingston --....-.-.--------------.----- 
Reports of 
Baumer; Wiha m oq. 5-22 <.s-.ecocc ceca sige <oeeinne cine eRe ce eres 63 
Livingston, Robert R....-- SaWece Sopecs ssias pune secede: so cecms wero ee 
APOE OP SAMO! Bisa. ps sees enn n ss cose ades ewan see ae ae ee 67 
y Northern Arkansas. S ee 
| Scout from Springfield, Mo., into, Feb. 23-March 9, 1864, and skirmishes “ 
near Buffalo City (March 1), and at Bennett’s Bayou (March 2). 
Report of Eli Hughes .~ ooo... os. ence oe Chee eee ees 152 


Scout in, May 17-22, 1864. Report of Hugh Cameron ...........-...----- 939 
Northern Virginia. See Virginia, Northern. 
Northern Virginia, Army of. Surrender of.* Communications from 
Grant -Us8 sacar eee chap as Te eee  eeee~ pee neeeee eee 54-56 
Lee; Robert: Bree se. bv Sols Sone a See 54-56 
Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Jan. 16-Feb. 15, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on returns of Distriet of Southwest Mis- 
souri for Jan. and Feb., Loe oping oS Ro ea eens Sits staan 95 
Reports of 
Brown;. Lyman W:.s:---cscas coves eee ee sin mnisintsinlames RURaicre ee 95 
Galloway, Charles... 52. 0caa  ccacntn cous costae abe peenUe URES naE 89 
Holland, Colly! Bvccse iti. nonce ncceeee one oe eee eee 87 
Human, Willistt Ces iocs See ee ae eee ee BS So, = 94 
Phelps, John. Bi 252-5. 2 Soy ncce a's ceive REO RRR O ee LS 
Sanborn, JOM: Bocca akcociese ane Soe wa Cee eee &6 
Worton, Galen G. Mentioned... ...-. <2... 2... coc lendlenuedsdaecee. . Seu 857 
Norton, Orloff. “Mentioned sassaneo~- veel. s---. 22 ee ee 936 
Nugent, R. J... Montioned.s. cesuubaesoWe se... «~ . Coen eee 76 
Nunn, D.-A.- Mentioned. <_.-coscee eee ee SO eee 627 
O' Bannon, iL. w. Mentioned -./\ mire om-.---~-. 2.5 sce eee Ra 


*See Vol. XLVI. _ 


as ae Martin B. Mentioned ee ee oS - Ee | ; = 
fect Thomas P. Mentioned ......- CE ee ee og 22 
Charles. Reports of ess 


_ White River, Ark. Expedition from Helena up the, Feb. 4-8, 1864 ....... ~126 


ell, Menomen. Mentioned ........ SN op av Acmabeg ene aoa ceTe oC ieelee Bee 

en, Captain. Mentioned ...... ienaeeacsccssedsespeasbec-.: ucek| leon 

Ogden, Prank N. Mentioned .............. 22.2222 .ee wiped eee ee. 1014 
Ohio Troops. Mentioned. . 


Artillery, Light—Batteries : 2d, 169,173,279; 16th, 17th, 173. 
Infantry—Regiments: 16th, 173,404,405; 22d, 940,1058; 23d, 404; 424, 
173; 48th, 169, 173, 259, 266, 267, 291, 292, 295, 299, 300, 405; 56th, 169, 173, 
211, 259, 273, 285-287, 289, 405, 474, 475; 77th, 658, 685, 692, 705, 707, 712-717, 
720, 735,742 ; 83d, 169, 173, 259, 266, 291, 293, 295, 300-302, 405; 96th, 169, 
; are 266, 291, 293, 295, 301-303, 405; 114th, 173; 120th, 173, 211, 475, 
pur, Simon P- “Mentionen ..-ssesaesemandeperpnebeeweerin ules .-..ce-~ -0-: 898 
Oil Trough Bottom, Ark. Skirmish (24th) at, and skirmish (7th) near 
Cross-Roads. Report of Robert R. Livingston .....-.......... 851 
ses, MONGONE .. 2. cc. 00 pa0% seca d SUE TORT RERSO RESETS » cpenaaaibadl 69,70 
Seer sonun.. Mentioned ... <2... 2-2. ns. cee cee ccue coee wens ccas o COT 342 
Okolona, Ark. Skirmishes at, April 2-3,1864. See Camden, Ark., Campaign, 
March 23-May 3, 1864. Reports of 
Caldwell, Joseph W. Garrett, John A. Salomon, Frederick. 


, Carr, Eugene A. Krez, Conrad. Shelby, Joseph O. 
Dengler, Adolph. Rice, Samuel A. Wheeler, Junius B. 
Engelmann, Adolph. 
Oldham, William. Mentioned ........:.....-.-.- eee ee may ae 999, 1000, 1004 


Old Oaks, La. See Yellow Bayou, La. 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on, June 6, 1864. 


Reports of 
CE LGN Ty CREA ee ae Pee et al nies lew intel gia gt ai ie Re acs ee 975 
Campbell, Alexander J .... 222-2. 22-2 n een n ne cere ne ene ces cee cen nereee-nee 979 
Cockefair, James M .......22200 een ae nee cones cnn e tne n eens eee cenee 972 
AGED pe CLS W onc wien ainicninm ohn oecccces OES PET OREM Re, 977 
Eberhart, Gustavus A ..--.2 22... 2-2-2 -- 22 eee ee eee ene ence ne eee n nese eens 982 
Fyan, Robert W ...--- .--------+ --- 2+ 022-2 + cece een ee cece cree ne cere ees 983 
Gilbert, James I...---....-- age eT Fr = 980 
Greene, Colton ...--. 2220+ cece cen e nee e ne eee e een e een eee cect e er eees 984 
Howard, George W .... ..--2. ---- e222 cnn cee ene ween ee ene eee ent teens 982 
Hubbard, Lucius F ........---. 222-22. 222+ -- 20 eee eee e erence teen eee 973 
Jones, Warren C ....-. ---. -- = cece en ne enn en eee nee nee ener ne cnn erence 981 
Moore, David ..--.. ..---- ------ ence ence eens scenes teen ne nen ns wars ccnnee 79 
Mower, Joseph A......---- --- 220 eon cen n ne cnn en teres testes cers ereees 971 
Van Beek, George W...-.- .----- e222 cnn een ee reece renee sees resnee re 976 
Olive Branch Bayou, La. See Redwood and Olive Branch Bayous, near Baton 
Rouge, La. Skirmish between, May 3, 1864. 
Oliver, S.C. Mentioned ....... ----.-------000 eee e cere cere ce crores cree cnee 618, 624 
Olsen, Thron. Mentioned ...-...-- ee ane J lecus saniles ages weld =e 742 
O'Neil, J. M. Mentionéd........---.---- ----- ese n ne cree ee rere renee sn eces 792, 795 
O’Neil, Preston. Mentioned........-.--------------- ssc rerrre ener ste ceee 1031 
O'Neill, H. B. Mentioned..... Geune rene conc cocces scenes csevesenee coos serene 946 
Ord, Edward O. C. 
Correspondence with U. 8, Grant.....--------++++eer errr cert renee see 48 


Montioned ...--. 2-22. oe one e noone conn ns cone cnne wens ewes sore 


_ Saint Francis River, Ark. Expedition from Helena up the, Feb. 13-14, 1864, 143 : 


; ~ Union ‘Troops..----- soprc hes ey Soe 
Orr, William F.- sched 5s eee age 92, 640, 
_ Ortiz,~ ‘Clemente P. “Mon HOnSdes isbeeeee e wass eSen ss 
~ Osage, U.S. 8. Mentioned.......-.....----+. 155, 158-160, 
Osage Branch of King’s River, Ark. Affair on the, oa ‘16, S 1864. 
“¢ ‘ports of 3 eas om ag 
: Phelps, John E wee tence cerns cece sec ene Caen ee tere ehie wise © iene aes 
Roberts, Dennis W.... ..-------- -----+ +22 --2 scene cen cree cence sete sens | 
Osage ere. Scout on the, and in its vicinity, June 8-19, 1864. Report of — 


. Carmi B. Vaughan.........-...---- A ee EE STE pe Re ISO 

Osband, Embury De “Mentioned: co- se ssc cc tae wn nne wae aco e oes e eo sece sees 

Osier, Charles. Mentioned ........--..--2- +--+ -2----- +--+ - 22 eee ook 
2 Otey,James T. Mentioned ..---..---------------+------- +--+ seteee ceceee 
; Ouachita, U..6.8. Mentioned... 2.02205... 05-2 gece see pees 


. Ouachita River, Ark. Skirmish at the, April 29, 1864. See Camden, Ark., 

Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864, Report of Marmaduke, p. 827. 

Ouachita River, La. Operations on the, “March” 144, 1864, ‘including actions | 
at Trinity and Harrisonburg. =a 


Congratulatory Orders. Taylor =. <<. 32). sececcwcees «n= se eeecnceeneres 158 

Reports of 2 a 

Parga homes 24 a sccnstcs icin cee See eee he eeee Soe Scaccce 158-160 

x Polignac; Camille J-...- 2... ....22c-- ccden gins cw aeean Seen 2... 155,157 
= Overdear, John-= Mentioneds: 5.22. sce ccae eee ss ee ea sees ee 754 
Overman, John M. Mentioned .......--2 22.2 .0-. 22. oe eee eee eS arse 152, 
Overson, Captain. Mentioned ..........-...--.-..0---.------------ 999, 1000, 1004. 
Overton; RB. Meritioned .. ste nosed vaca mesaacte tnene ss pieee aeons 604 

Owen, Major. Mentioned 2225... D5. sew sce nc cettnn oes seeeneeseeeeae 586. 

Owen, Elias. K.  Mentionéd 2.425 os. ts. ecb cactendes seh eee eee 946° 

Owen, Julian D. “Mentioned... .-. ysl. canta o eniene eee eee eee 659, 771 


Ozark and Douglas Counties, Mo. Scout from Forsyth through. See For- 
syth, Mo. Scout from, through Ozark and Douglas Counties, June 


5-12, 1864. 
Pace, Charles W. Méntionéd—_. 2. so. <..-- acisupecesuuacg= ease ceeeemeeeee 897 
Pace, Lewis C. 
MONtLONCU. Saeiss cies = leanne o Secicie cae nis wesc eck ones oe eee 886, 897, 901 
Report of scout from Batesville to West Point, Grand Glaize, Searey Land- 
ing, ete., Ark., March 15-21-1604. oe oe coca us oes e ee 640 
Page, Lieutenant... Mentionéd: 2... ose come a atenetes ace aees a cneeee eee 857 
Palfrey; John C.~ “Metitioned. 22. oo. so.= ono nena, cocaine ae eee 209, 250 
Palmer, John M.> Mentioned: Soe. 2 sac cee eon oo case ee eee 43 
Palmer, Warren ‘W.> Mentioned -..- 1c... sche cause oe -cenceean ened eda 
Palmer, ‘William J. “Mentioned .3.s2 5). 22~ Abceeeuces kel on eees Bene 38 
Palmerton, Anderson. Mentioned... -. 2... <..y2 cn ucecnues cues enue GLb sea 
Pannes, Johh Bs Mentionod-sis- 2. sess. coca echt eee ee ae 306, 312 
Park, William. Mentioned -.........-.-2..2...-2......-2-- paw ae oe 850 
Parke, John G. ‘Mentionedwareas.-0--..<_.-- coe sece bebe nee Ue 49-53 
Parke, Joseph. Mentioned ...32.....20 2... 22... 2c. cece cece a Rahte S's pire 1056, 1057 
Parker, Job°R. “Mefitidned <j poeaaperess.-.--..... ccac COUee EIU oe nee 
Parker, Peter.’' Mentioned... se meeeemivins» «~~ oo soc ccaubenenes nana 643 


Parker, Thomas S. Mentioned .... Jil. coceconeeccene cece ccccucea eon cuuwens S0ae 


Parkhurst, Charles H. 


RamOnHONOD --. oso n5. <-c- wee note cee een ere omen cree come cneesennee 175,470 


_ Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.......... ~saoepaee 
Joseph V. ae 
Correspondence with John Wyckoff...... Fr S215 oct ereiecemeemmccenence 1001 
MGMBIOROUR 6 Pn 0 Sen's PSL Se ee ee Pah o weseee ash ‘1001, 1002 
Parsons, Daniel P. . Mentioned -......... ieee eee SEER a 897 
Parsons, Mosby M. ee 
LACE Citi SS ge ar a a a ---- 85, 230, 231, 336, 477, 480, 482, 


521, 527, 533, 534,537, 538, 541, 545-547, 552-557, 563, 565-568, 571,572, 580, 
583, 587, 597,604,605, 625-628, 781-783, 786-788, 800, 802, 805, 80, 813-815 


» Reports of 
Camden Ark., Eivped ition, March 23-May OM wena wn oaee OOF 
Red River, La,, Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. Seine naSine sine moe it) 8 
Pass Cavallo, Tex. Union evacuation of, June 15, ‘1964, Baupes of George 
W. K. Walley /-0-5. Seo sst eee Ao <5 1011 
STITT MONTIONCT ©. 2. coset caccccswenesicccse. o> secewt hae Pete! 
Patterson, Mo. 


Expedition from. See Bloomfield and Pilot Knob, Mo. Expedition from 
Patterson to, May 16-25, 1364. 
Scout from. See Cherokee Bay, Ark. Scout from Patterson to, Jan, 23-27, 


1864. 
Scout from, and skirmish (8th) at Cherokee Bay, Ark., May 6-11, 1864. 
OV OREOtA DAD ODDS oan save marae’ cowiasabepor =. cempeennee 915 

EET EROTT HODGE be Men tOnEG see eons -- oo - neon mne re wny eovenbecun tors 701 
Patterson, Samuel J. Mentioned.......-..-...---..-----. goer oee 987 
matterson, William FP. Mentioned. ..... 2. --ec- ac ccee enn e cone eeweee none 173 
REELOLEOI Ve. Lar MONTONOG: «<= 5 - hon weenie nn weccee cwanncew cnneieseeenerss 639 
BEELASON, SAMOS. Mentioned ie. - ose we cee e'ee enn cnn ween en an ces oon be he par 843 
Patton, Mentioned «oo. ases = ser ence nercssqs monn nave onan -nvetaons 871 
Patton, Henry. Mentioned ...-.-.. 2... -. ---- 20. enone ooo eos enone wee wwe 995 
Patty, Obed W. Mentioned ...-....---. .2-02------- ++ 0-22 eee e+ 2-22 eee 871 
Paul, Benjamin G. Mentioned --..-.--.----.------ e--0-- See ea 961 
Pauline, Steamer. Mentioned ...--...----.---- Reg ape pap i a ome ele 502 
Payne, Cyrus. Mentioned .......--.---..--------+ -----+- +202 e202 -2 22 eon eee 468 
Payne, Daniel C. Mentioned -..-..---. Retell ee ee aeow ache toe oe 424 
Payton, Captain. Mentioned ..-....--.--.----+---+ 202 eo 2-2 + eee ene wees oes 642 
Peak, ERD 2 Lo cog stca rocee lla ouaetam™= > Mike yaeeine iaaaa ae 1058 
Peak, Joseph. Mentioned ......---..------------ ----++ +---++ -----+ -+---- 997, 998 
Peal, George M. Mentioned. .-.-.-..-------------------+------ ---+ -+---+ +++ 130 
Pearce, Edgar P. Mentioned ..-.-------------------------+--+---+------ 681, 684, 706 
Pearl River, La., Expedition, April 1-10, 1864. 

Communication from Eliot Bridgman .... ..---- «2-5 -- 22 e-- een eee eee oe nee 869 

Report of Martin M. Pulver... --.+-e-+ ee0+ eee eee cere ene e ene s nee nee ene 869 
Pearsall, Uri B. 

OO ee er ea 169, 172, 221, 250-253, 404, 405 

Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 18647 wala ap 253 
Pearson, Benjamin F. Me »ntioned Rye a na co mnne dnween cena on ees tein aoa 712 
Peck, Allen F. Mentioned..--.--..-------- -----+ -+--re eres creer st tee ene eee 7 
Peck, Burr. Mentioned.---...----. ..---+ ---+ seer ener etree ert teees as baie 700 


Deck, John EB, Mentioned .ovece coves coos cers sererssevcesaeapersscsrecvess — O62 


< odionate wart ewe woe epee were www e Se : ; ae 997 yes 

wwe esc ewe wees eee ewes sore eeee 

_ Report of scout from Sedalia to Renick’s Farm, Mo., June 10-15, 1864 _... "994 

eee. Mentioned, 2 2.5 soni < neice nnpwncecoae cs 906 
wee e ewer spones 4 Sao 


: 


ees SS 


eS 


* Pemiscot Bayou, Ark. Skirmishon. See New Madrid, Mo. FExpeditionfrom, — 


STanbaalietion nan Tenis .3 H. Carleton - Sad ccc aar ee ease ee 
Report of Henry D. Wallen... ..---. ---- «++ --00-+ seeees eee ceeree 


_ Peebles, Hubert F. Montioned .o-2e.0> cohen cas ctases> Se wauee 
Peery, Henry F. Mentioned ...... 02-20 - ceeere cone ooo co neee one meceee 
Peetz, — 
Manitoned (oot. s -ca ees onsets ars . 658, 688, 705, 706, 710-712, "4-7 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ....... ---- 716 
Pelton, William H. Mentioned eS ee ee 


and skirmishes in the swamps of Little River, near Osceola, and on 

Pemiscot Bayou, Ark., April 5-9, 1864. 
Seeaniayiyatiia Troops. Mentioned. 

Infantry—Regiments : 47th, 170, 174, 229, 230, 260, 390, 391, 401, 416-418. 

Pepper Captain. Mentioned ........-------22- -feccweopaes own es eeaee ease 

Perkins, Hiram E. Mentioned...-.....--.-...-..---------- arte Soe Ses 171, 


Perret, Anna, Steamer. Mentioned .----. waned Sep creeaeeee: sprit seweniectoe: 50: 
~ Perry, Orane Montion0t tian enews are sea tnecene soe ounesctercese -pitapats Sr 
Perry, Raymond H. Mentioned ....-..---- HSS sect a5 eeteee---- 468, 470-473 
Pershing, John. F’.. Mentioned ‘ico... csc. acess ce > oo - ons nce enenesene 31 


Pest-House, opposite Port Hudson, La. Attack on, May 28, 1864. Rapert 

of Damel- Ullmann ss secg so cece oe cine ce eren ees SS ces . 
Pettibone, Heman-_D:*" Mentioned. 20. 2s oo aw esecumet ne oan ne See ee 868. 
Pettus, Allen T.. Mentioned -- - 2. ooo nce ene werneoweeres nea | 104, 104, 1908 798, 
Pfeiffer, Albert H. 


RSTO NEC as osetia Senetnrn cinta loca sae arate fees cece s nn eee ween tone 71, 73, 78 
Report of expedition against Navajo Indians, Jan. 6-21, 1864 ............. 16 
Phelps, John..-Mentioned<-s.--- scercc oe peetecsleesuncnss tee eee Stesesee ‘ 910 
Phelps, John E. a 
Méntioned .=s---cssseenens ose eteee SSA ISSUE See Seta 86, 88, 90, 91, 96 
Reports of 
Limestone Valley, Ark. Skirmish in, April 17, 1864 ...........2...... 890 
Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Jan. 16-Feb. 15, 1864 ......... 91 
Osage Branch of King’s River, Ark. Affair on the, April 16, 1864 ..... 889 
Richland Creek, Ark. 
Skirmishes at and near, April 13, 1864... 2.222.220. 2.02 22. eee 886 


Skirmishes near mouth of, May 3 and 5, 1864 ........2........-... 908 
Phelps, S. Ledyard. 


Mentioned) oo esas => cesses ote pee ot ete eer ene eee 1044, 1045, 1049 

Report of operations on 1 the White River, Ark.,'June 20-29, 1864 .......... 1049 
Philliber, Thomas M. “Mentioned °>. -- 20-222 2. 5-22 soc ccs voamec scan ChUe Coenen 
Phillips, Alfred. ~ Mentioned. ......°,.5< 22. ca-wor eee --cuncpaleenesueseeeeee 142 
Phillips, Charles B. Mentioned... . 3-5 isscms sus en enceneeeaes eee nen 881 
Phillips, James P. Mentioned... 22.2.2. ee lec ecee wemnbwats Ge nmees 939 
Phillips, Lazarus Ji iMentioned ...-....-.-. scien een se ceneeendere: cae 873 


Phillips, Maxwell. Mentioned 
Phillips, Richard L. 
Mentioned... ave shen peERMMEs <=. ooo sec se eae 743, 759 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ............... 748 


Choctaw Sais Conneil of fig 2: Se nia wo = 
2 Colbert, wee eee 
Jumper, John...-- O on Sewn eowec (oswns sant norrneteneos twin bosteuece-< EiE 

SUMO FURIE MA a ia ay Sor dae ctioes saw cusewoneae tones < venience 


Mentioned .----------.2.--------seeeereoes ceeces svereranscessecosteess 108,915 
Reports of a 


Indian Territory. Operations in the. : = 

Feb. 1-24, 1864 ..-- 1... ..---+o--sseeeeoonscncanansesecancnnsies 10G) 108 eS 

April 15-904864— 23. ob ae SE nt 4 tance pee vas SoS 

Maysville, Ark. Skirmish near, May 8, 1864................ sossasineae Solo 

_ Phinney, Stewart W. Mentioned ....... a le Per eee 

PICHSSeM OaPtait, - MONtIONOE =o. os ics oes oc convpacwsocdbpee thsc caccen 1034-1037 
Pierce, Lieutenant. Mentioned .......... 2.2. .2020. 22 seceee oo-e- eee eenecees- 1004 
_ Pierce, Charles. Mentioned .......... Wing ian newark ahaa te eesep ei aerTeDeT 
perc, CIO Ward Grr e MONUIONCE » 225i csc elntinestewek fms ened acaces cece ee 769 


Pierce, Ephraim. Mentioned te ee tm we te eee ewe wwe ee tee wees ween ee 867 
Pierce, Leonard, jr. Mentioned .......... Sen cok eS «++... 81-84 
For correspondence, etc., see Matamoras, Mexico, U. S. Consul at. 

Pierre Bayou, La. See Bayou Pierre, La. 

Seeman, William A. Mentioned ...... ...........-- 222 ----00 eens cone one 241, 261 
Pitiow,———.._ Mentioned... .-. 02... cecenc ence cece voce cocwesicts Fe ohare 143 
Pilot Knob, Mo. 

Expedition to. See Bloomfield and Pilot Knob, Mo. Expedition from Pat- 
terson to, May 16-25, 1864. 
Scout from. See Gainesville, Ark. Scout from Pilot Knob, Mo., to, May 10- 
25, 1864. 
Scout to the Arkansas line from, and skirmishes, March 16-25, 1864. Report 
« of James WV LBOW wa aieneeclaaa sacs dae ana casieSs anelanas pes eo <inclee eae 
Pindgall, 3. A. ..Moentioned ... .. -...0:2--0.000-0+ cassia Wace deepen ie 602, 786, 814, 815 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Expedition from, March 27, 1864. See Mount Elba and Long View, Ark. 


: Expedition from Pine Bluff to, March 27-31, 1864. 
Scout from. See Monticello, drk. Scout from Pine Bluff to, Jan. 13-14, 
1864. 
Skirmishes at. 
May 1, 1864* aseeee PPUTUTIIO TIE eee 5 
May 21, 1864" .-... ee ee EY en a ainakis yi nates aes nal see eeineee 6 


Skirmish on the Monticello road, near, June 17, 1864, 
Communication from Charles G. Newman ...-....--..--.-..--.-------- 1025 
Report of Powell Clayton... -..-.---++---+----2+ ee ee cere ee cere ee cere 1025 
Pineville, La. Skirmish at, April 24, 1864".........------------+ +--+ ------+- 5 
Piney Mountain, Ark. Skirmish’ at;A pril 6, 1664"... 2c... 3. seenessueseapeee 4 
Piney River, Mo. Affair near headwaters of the, Feb. 18, 1864, Reports of 
Gravely, Joseph J.....----- +--+ -2-+--e02 ce cere ee eunopedastgasmnet paaeE 146 
Sanborn, John B.......----+ -eeeee seeeee reece es cert eter teeter er cceceenene 146 
Pinos Altos, Ariz. Skirmish at, Feb. 27, 1864"... ..----++---+-- eee -eee eee 3 
Pinnell, EB. A. Mentioned ....-..----- -----+ +--+ 0-225 terre ete rene ee ceee 850 
Platte Valley, Steamer. Mentioned ....-..-----+---0- -+++-+++ ++ 20+ 2+ 1047, 1048 
Pleasant Grove, La. Battle of. See Sabine Cross-Roads, or Battle of Mansfield 
or Pleasant Grove, April 8, 1864. 


*No circumstantial reports 0 on file. 


 ¥Fyan, ; 
= Banks, sh = Gihers Jameo.L. 
Baylor, George Wythe. Hebard, George T. 


See Becht, John C. — - Hill, Sylvester G. 
eS ~ Bee, Hamilton P- _ Hubbard, Lucias F. Scott, John. — 
ss Chandler, John G. Hubbard, Thomas H. Shaw, William 


Cockefair, James M. Jones, WarrenC. —‘ Smith, . 
Cunningham, Edward. Keeler, William B. — Smith, E. Kirby. ; 


‘Davis, Edwin P. Kinney, Thomas J. Tappan, James C. — 
Davis, George R. Lee, Albert L, Taylor, Franck E. 
Dwight, William. Lynch, William F. ‘Taylor, Richard. - 


Emory, William H. MeMillan, James W. Van Beek, George W.. 
Fessenden, Francis. Merriam, Jonathan. Webler, Bdward. 
Franklin, William B. Moore, Risdon M. 
See also Itineraries of 3d Brig., 1st Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 331; 1st Brig., 
3d Div., 16th Army Corps, p. 343; 2d Brig., 3d Div., 16th Army 
Corps, p. 358; Artillery Reserve, 19th Army Corps, p. 408; lst Div., “ 
19th Army Sonne p. 420; 24 Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army Corps, p. 
426; °3d Brig., 1st Div., 19th: Army Corre, Es 428 ; peas Div. aS Pe 
445. Also Sketches, pp. pele ad 308, : 1. 
Skirmish at, April-7, 1864, See ion, near - Pleasant Hilt, La. 
Skirmish at, April-7, 1864. Sa 
Pleasant Hill Landing, La. Engagement at. See Blair’s (or Pleasant Hill) 
Landing. Engagement at, April 12-13, 1864. 
Pleasant Hill, Mo. 


Scouts from, June 14-16,1864. Reports of James‘H. Ford ............ 1008, 1009 _ 

Skirmish at, May 25,1064" 0. Ss. coe cee nese as se ee eT eee Sane ene oes 6 
Pocahontas, Steamer. Mentioned ..-.........-.--2.-----+---0- Peeeen ae 60,62 — 
Pocahontas, Mo. Skirmish at, Feb. 10, 1864" ....-. cree eters cece e eee cage ese 2 P 
Poe; Benjamin FP. Mentioned .--.- 2-16. oe earns owweencuaceeepecssee 1004 0m 
Poe, James T. Mentioned ..........---.---..-- Seino welnee= siasn's cance eee 784 
Poe, Jim Mentoneds. eo. e cc coves cas twecle vc esewec- cep oak tess eee 96 
Point Pleasant, La. Affair at, June 25, 1864*...--.- 2.2.2 ee eee eee a 


Poison Spring, Ark. Engagement at, April 18, 1864. See Camden, Ark., Ex- 
pedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. Reports of 
Cabell, William L. Haines, William W. ‘Price, Sterling, 
Campbell, William T. Henry, Charles A. Ross, Edward. — 
Crawford, William A. Marmaduke, John S. Utt, Josephus. 


De Morse, Charles. Mitchell, Barnett B. | -Walker, Anson J. 
Dengler, Adolph. Maxey, Samuel B. Walker, Tandy. 
Duncan, William M. Peetz, Charles. Ward, Richard G. 
Gibbons, William C. Phillips, Richard L. Williams, James M. 


Greene, Colton. 
See also Green to Sherman, p. 666; Itinerary of 1st Brig., Frontier Div., p. 743. 
Polignac, Camille J. 
Correspondence with 


V7@6S Stee le vetana ses checc ce cn o 08 tem eee cone mene cone pace saanes cece 548 
Taylor, RichaPaivssc..-... ..--<... 220. vs ndemenenle Cle maseiron ees nae 573 
Mentioned.< oo .weeweroeess 158, 159, 212, 227-230, 417, 442, 445, 447, 480, 488, 491- 


493, 496, 531-534, 536, 538, 542, 543, 546, 548, 551, 553-555, 558, 560, 564, 565, 

567, 568, 572-575, 577-580, 584, 548-594, 600, 608, 610, 612, 618, 632, 636, 959 
Reports of operations on the Ouachita River, La., March 1- 4, 1864, in- 
cluding actions at Trinity and Harrisonburg oe one CER en vere 155, 157 


* No circumstantial reports on file, 
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wee een ewes SOT! ee ewes wee weme eens == sesr==° worsens 


ie ~ Poole, Pe tavink Ri. Mentioned 2a2. .<-02--s 05 wn <tdwegeaean? «+ naseie 
- Pope, John. Mentioned................... tein aa Tee eee was nae CSS 


_ Poplar Bluff, Mo. Affair near, Feb. 27, 1864, aan of Abijah Johns... as 
a ; ox, ==, (Citizen, ) — Mentioned: 22-0222. cancee ewes once min -pgeernise 
_ Porter, ———. (Confederate.) Mentioned ........-..---20---0---+---+- SoA 


_ (Union.) Mentioned.... Cw wees wees cewwes cewee: seceetesenees S- y 


an ae aac : <s 


“Canby, Edward R, 8 enews enewanee tee eerest aren capone BAe eee cons enen 222 =A 
Navy Doperimenks U.S eee: evcerece ww cewnee setteceeeseeeee ee eecccs 219, 222 


MORON acne a's = oe; ona gina vatanaeeaee ESE i 32, 39-41, 43, 
Pe 44,179, 180, 185, 186, 195, “205, 206, 210, 214-219, 223, 237, 241, 245, 256, 304, 
e 305, 307, 310, 377-380, 382, 402-404, 406, 186, 547, 548, 554, 557, 590, 594,1049 
Seewotter, Henry T. Mentioned ..............-.--...-------«-sepesese sitet . 263. oa 
PERT EOE ROO.2 MONDIONCE. ~ one c= owns occ enesenn-gecenccvscancusvccecs cece 35> 
Ze Porter, James W. Mentioned...-...---.. ETE Ne Ree dibnanast mies 824,832,984 
_ Porter, John M. Mentioned..... --.- Se eee sMWestiziaa os sansa week ome 711,712. = 
_ Porter, Leonard G. Mentioned ......- en ratwiias a a aes a 386. aes 


erie Romigm eR Mentioned... onaseeccenccoe- occereseeceendecedangune 174, 407 
- Port Hudson, La. 
a. Attack on pest-house opposite. See Pest-House, opposite Port Hudson, La, 
Attack on, May 28, 1864. 


is Skirmishes near, April 7, 1864. 2 
K3 Communications from ea 
; Andrews, George L .-.-.--. pantie eter a akan casa san cy iene te ie 879 3 
Fonda, John G...--. ..---+ eeweseeres --0 wonw cc ceesevescewsaeusen 10 : 
Reports of ’ en 
Andrews, George L ...--. +--+ +02 +----- asuwee scaceseccccsccnde Chip bay 2 
Barnes, James ..---.--- savenause EET POP LOPE HP eBoy 879 29 
Portis, W. N. Mentioned ...-....---. +--+ 0-0 --+ eee e ee eee eee eee ee eee 792, 794 z 
Portlock, E. E,, jr. Mentioned ....-..----- aOR AR ge aE A Epes Wig apn y 843 ' 
Potter, . Mentioned .... 2... sec cee cones coeece neue Sigugevcs eeu 991 
Potter, Moses. Mentioned ..-.--...--- avewsas tient auekee anacse iaaae sree 880 
Potts, George. Mentioned ......----.----+ ee--ne eee ne ene e eee eee eee eee 878, 879 
Potts, John C. Mentioned...-...----------+ +++ +20 ++ e+e eee ener enn e eee 65, 139, 161 
Pounds, Lewis. Mentioned......s.eeseeeeececeereecces serene cone verecs cree 638 
Powell, James L. 
Mentioned ....---.-+++- 6 kB eesebandad Clg ctveucdgeleWuewwin a newine wees ate 1040 
Report of scout from Cassville, Mo., to Cross Saliow: etc., Ark., June 20- 
24, 1864.. Jncn Jot sbct eee apdaennate 600s Conde pedaesoe wes cnmaee ean 
Powell, Joseph B. Mentioned .0.< cecccs coc cnc voce ence conc ecrces seven ccnnce 760 
Power, Brockholst L. Mentioned -.....--..-- +--+ +--+ +----++--+-+ e020 e002 468 
Powers, Prank P. Mentioned...... Paiwe osocececwhenyna dene Fwnkade 877, 934, 1014 
Powers, James. Mentioned ....... Seeug vove speudesuoceldepvasVesuneatacha - 639 
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~ Dengler, ‘Kieiphs : ] 
Ta _ Engelmann, Adolph. Set ~ Peetz, Charles. 
Garrett, John A. - Price, Sterling. 
Giineer ire sae Rice, Sammnel Avs Bees 


Prairie Du Rocher, Til. ‘Affair. at, April 6, 1864. é 
- Communication from Thomas Ewing, jr .-.-...---- bdapgew onsets sc oSeEEe 
Report of Henry Bi Milks 22. .s6 232-8 aie seoe see Seeker eee se pee E 
_ Prairie Grove, Ark. Skirmish near. See Arkansas River. Skirmishes on the, 
ae and near Prairie Grove, Ark., April 6-7, 1864. 

Pratt, H. P. For correspondence as A. A.G., see E. Kirby Smith. 
_ Pratt, Isaac V. Mentioned..-.-. Dacweeconss Matec tence ce cice © = no eee 
SPrattJedt. Mentioned .. 26.02 sca ee aece cocweceees Ree sare 479, 947, 950, 952 


Praty & Clarkson. Mentioned ..........2-.. -20s.--e-e eee soees eee aceetoea OSUm 


Prentice, William R. Mentioned ...... 2... cece cose cece cose eevee sodeeeee 
President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis. : 
President, U.S. See Abraham Lincoln. Eee <<. ose eg 
Presidio del Norte, N. Mex, Beg ee. ee Sa i a ae as 
Skirmish at, April 15, 1864. - See Spencer's Ranch; near Presidio del Norte, 
; N. Mex. Skirmish at, April 15, 1864. - 
Skirmishes near, April 7 and 15, 1864.- See were Bonito, N. Mex. Shir- 
mishes at the foot of the, etc., April 7 and 15, 1864, 
Preston, Mo. Affair near.. See Big ‘North Fork, near Preston, Mo. Affair on, 
June 16, 1864. * ' 


Preston, William J. Mentioned..--.....-. J ecdscaces ee CoS Eee 785, 823, 828-832 . 


Pretter,; Joseph. Mentioned 9.6 ss. cos. ces ccs sec scs secs tveweeedealens UeeeeeeDEneana 
Preuitt, Valentine. ; 
Méntioned 3225-5 <s> ccce wena eee e ne ccc ees cone nsec ee nme ee cece sane ceeene 872, 2,874 
Report of expedition from New Madrid, Mo., and skirmishes in me swamps 
of Little River, near Osceola, anil on Pemiscot Bayou, Ark., 
April..5-9; 18640. oo. Sea al es see Sans Pe ee ee he ee 874 
Price, Celsus. Mentioned ............ Ssoses tech veawer ning = onc sees Ceee eae 783, 784 
Price; Ms A=- Mentioned... .ctcecesseuvevs vervcrey Ueeduusvcecetocs ea OTST EEEGaS 
Price, Sterling. 


Assignment to command.... See Comes OOOO O8 CA OOES OEE t EERE Ss meee eens wane 3 
Correspondence with KE. Kirby Smith -... 2.2222... 0200-2 eee cle cee 532, 533 
Montidnedssessesha pose ent sae se ebec ass eet omcalton eee 33, 34, 38, 48, 59, 61, 62, 185, 


196, 198, 276, 448, 453, 476, 478-481, 483-485, 487, 494-497, 500, 505, 508-511, 
513, 514, 516, 517, 521, 522, 531-534, 538, 541, 542, 544, 546, 552, 555, 572, 661, 
663, 667, 668, 670, 675-677, 680, 682, 734, 744, 753, 762, 779, 784, 809-811, 814, 
817-819, 821, 824, 825, 829, 834, 835, 839, 841, 845, 898, 925, 926, 959, 1043 


Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ..........-... 779 
Price, William M. hantioned quest seusue ee eens itn vecbet we wis oe Gunl eeeBny 820, 947 
Prichett, James M. Mentioned .2.. 2.2 .c 2.5 cee lec lee cece cece cle cee 126, 127 
Prince, Hdward. . Mentioned... - 22. 2... 220. i eee eee "209 


Princeton, Ark. Skirmish near, April 28, 1864. See Camden, Ark., Expedi- 
tion, March 23-May 3, 1864. Reports of Dengler, p. 729; Elliott, 
p. 840. 

Prisoners of War. Statement of number captured in Red River, La., Cam- 
paign, March 10-May 22, 1864 2... 225.0022. cece cnecce ceccce- 314 


é 


MME, satis oes ooane =~ 20 ot dae sae ecureaee 1008, 1029, 1023, 1024, 1032, 1 

Report of skirmishes in Johnson County, Mo., April 28-30, 1864. .......... 903 
Private Property. Action touching. See report of Banks, p. 213. 
Pruitt, James. Montioned . 2... 20.2... 5 c0ccecccceces csecceneccecesccdeee.. Ge 
Pulver, Martin M. 

Correspondence with Eliot Bridgman...........2.-. .---- waeae Secs s2=s Se 

(OE ep ES a8 i eo ST ee eee 

Report of Pearl River, La., Expedition, April 1-10, 1004 noes .- 2. ass eee 
Putnam, Douglas. Mentioned ease tacwna st see se saeaeeeoeeoe. SeccetsceSanene= eee 
Pyron, Charles L. Report of affair at Eagle Pass, Tex., June 19, 1864. ..-.. - 1033 
Quantrill, William C. Mentioned ............. 222 ceeee ene 888, 889, 902, 945, 966 
Queen City, U.S.S. 

Capture of the, June 24, 1864. See White River, Ark. Operations on the, 

June 20-29, 1864. Reports of 


Buford, Napoleon B. Shelby, Joseph O. Steele, Frederick. 


Phelps, E, Ledyard. : 

Mentioned...-... weer amet e eee tone cone emowes weet were enee 929, 1042, 1044, 1049-1051 
Cy o.  MONTONOT .. <2 os sercen ahh ine mena eal Bern == pene cecsteacs 798 
Quitman, Ark. Skirmish near, March 26, 1864" ........ ovcece see 4 


Rabb, John W. Report of expedition from New Madrid, Mo., "aot skirmishes 

in the swamps of Little River, near Osceola, pate on Pemiscot 

Dip yGre ATs, ADIL 5-9; 1004... 100 cope creenceeanes «ads aaecens amen 
Raine, John, Steamer. Mentioned ..........2...---.---- --22 cree cece ecenees 877 
Rainsford, James. Report of capture of wagon train at Salem, Ark., May 29, 


ee a ot peers Remain aes corun pies tiabuaninn athe SO 

Pempurneer CC Me MODTONO’ 2 5. can eoceeasdeh sucssan0cs os dngeletmedien cea ea aie 

Ramey, Thomas B. Mentioned....-.. SO SAREE ECE C TT Ep, ale Os 638 

Ramsay, Francis M. Mentioned ..... -.....-0< .----+ coe - eee rns cone wees wos 155, 987 
Rancho Las Rinas, Tex. Skirmish at, June 25, 1864. Reports of 

Nc cgay cccupn ns sancesindbendsas <embed 1054 

Herron, Francis J.-.....-------+---- seceee wan tscomapeeenres -saeege 1053, 1054 


Randal, Horace. Mentioned ...- 2... 2-0-- + secs seen tees tees senens coneee 227d, 228, 
447, 477, 492, 531, 537, 549, 551, 556, 557, 564, 565, 568, 597, 607, 785, $17, 818 


Randall, Edward. Mentioned .... ..---.- 2-2-2 .----+ ee ecee ernces seewes occ 818 
Randall, George W. Mentioned.........------0e eens cere cecere cece ssrecee- 438 
Randle, John G. Mentioned......... peuesaaddeust sarc sa° sk aan ««--- 155, 157, 488 


Ransom, Thomas E. G, 
Correspondence with 
Franklin, William B .... 2-00. e-e- eee eee eee cree ener cee e cere eens 264, 290 


Landram, William J .....--- ------ eee 0e eo 2 eee ne ene ners cee eee 265, 290 
Rs oe oh on onaus soe averse esse eon 98, 99, 167, 169, 179, 181, 182, 


184, 196, 199, 200, 202, 227, 236-238, 244, 256-259, 264, 272, 274, 290-293, 300- 
302, 446, 451, 452, 456, 457, 459, 470, 476, 485, 487, 527, 528, 551, 553, 565, 596 


Reports of é 
Matagorda Peninsula, Tex. Reconnaissance on, Jan. 21-25, 1864 ..... 99 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864....----+-~-+++- ie wend OO 
Rapides Bayou, La. See Bayou Rapides, La. 
Rapley, William F. Mentioned.....---------+++e++-er+ cere eres tere ecere- 72 
Rapp, George H. Mentioned .2.. 200 pen nen con. cc coe nns we ccns cons cases oa; aS 
Ratcliffe, Captain. Mentioned ...-- J caneme socccs onde on- seconsepcees saunas 963, 965 
Ratliff, Mentioned... ..-.--. 1-2-2 2 eee ene cen n ee wees cee wne corner eeneee oF 
Ratliff, W.B. Mentioned........--..-----------++rr-rrceeces ese sere sense - 5 


*No circumstantial reports on file, 


John. Mentioned .....- | Se eee 

Rawles, Tact Ess Mashoned Sees as Se eee %, 
Rawlins, John A. For correspondence as Chict of Stat, see v. S. Grant. pee co 
‘Raynor, ‘William H. — = 
S-. Mention@ihcscas. ---- oe-- se s-se hers eee Soocemes te 169, 173, 228 258, 250, 273, 2 


--. Report of Red River, La., Campaige March 10-May 22, 1864.......--.00+ 
_ Read, John M. Mend. Seen wece coos seeeee 386, 387, 389 


Read, Theodore. Mentioned.... ...-..--2.secces cece ese ceceesteeecceeeces 4 “= 
Records of Events. See Itineraries. - bee. = = 
~ Recruitment, Organization, etc. See Confederate Troops; also respective 
States. Z : 
Red Chief, Steamer. Mentioned....-....------+- =p SSE 124, 125, 185, 209 
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Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ........-..... 385 
Rogers, Harper N. Mentioned ....-....----+ ---------+ +e+2-rre eree eeee cere 293 
Rogers,J.H. Mentioned ....--.-...- ---------+--2 0 neee cece ne cece resets neees 148 
Rogers,John. (U.S.Army.) Mentioned ...-..-.------+++--00+ +++ 200+ e000 689 
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* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Expedition from. See Batesville, Ark. opin jm olla Mo. = to, Ri 
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Scouts from, Feb. Maron 1, 1864. 


Communication from J Geoph A. Eppstein .-.....--.----0. 2-2-2 enone 
Reports of . 
Causort, David ..02.5....2.-22cet--sesestsresseersennenmne weer ere 
Paral". L, ... a= cesscstasceaisecss Gee Re pre sera 
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Expedition from, to Batesville, with skirmishes. See Batesville, Ark. Eax- . 
pedition from, etc., March 19-April 4, 1864. 
Skininish at, Web.4; 1864" 9 0. ot. eb cake cisse nian Ubon ocpee eae eee eee 
Skirmish on, Jan. 23, 1864. See Northwestern Arkansas, Operations in, Jan. — 
16—Feb. 15, 1864. Reports of . : 
Brown, Lyman W. Holland, Colly B B. Phelps, John E. - a 
s Romeo, U.S.S. Mentioned .........-- 2. .---2+-e2eeeeeeene ceeeee eens ese ees 948,951 
-_ _Ronaldson, Matthew. Mentioned..............--- Dosa he 2 oe eee wes eee 710,711 
Rosecrans, William S. 3 
Assignment to command ..............-..- sneie. co nape cana chinensis 24 
Correspondence with Joseph A. Eppstein... ........-.-..-2.se0cee--------- 117 
Moen tionedi25s3siuxw 5 sites sen ee inane 33, 34, 38, 211, 478, 649, 996, 1006, 1019 


Roseville, Ark. Skirmishes at. 
March 29 and April 4-5, 1864. Reports of William R. Judson... ........ 860, 861 


Aprits S864" stews paca cnpedusdgedae aaeascnes vice eneie: sa Lae 5 
' Roseville Creek, Ark. Skirmish at, March 20, 1864*.........-..-.--.--.---- 4 
Ross, Charlesicc Mentioned oc eccecnccke sevecvens aces scenieee eae 69 
Ross, Edward. ; 
Mentigned 2a. <<. 0 cana: 0.05 0.5055. secre cal eee a en Fe 743, 744 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864....-......... 748 
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Ross’ Landing, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. 14, 1864*........---2. 22-2 eee cee P 
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Rouch, Peter: Ba= Mentioned, ss <oos.. sess: - -- .- sceee eee 132, 134, 139 
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Rouse, John D. Mentioned ......... Ria Meiesna> + 2 - .0.ch eens 294 


Rousseau, Lovell H. Mentioned.........-..----- 


*No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Rutherford, George W. Mentioned ............. 182, 641, 851, 852, 867, £93. 925, 928 
Mutheriord, digi. Menbioned” 2 coca tenes reenact batsaaeeeeeeee ce-.-.-... 60 


Rutter, E. D. Mentioned ...... pare cree Cee oe rtre PieWe Or uie 1 ke vs wi uae sig ee 
Ryan, Abraham H. 
Correspondence with Joseph R. West..........-2-- --- 2-2 ee eens mene ee eene 931 
SN eS hids oo wren pot ae cds 931, 932 
Reports of 
Arkansas River. Shelby’s operations north of the, May 13-31, 1864... 933 
Lewisburg, Ark. Sconts from, June 20-23, 1664 ........--..-------.- 1040 
Sabine Cross-Roads, or Battle of Mansfield or Pleasant Grove, April 8, 
1864. See Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864. 
Reports of 
Baldwin, William H. Dillon, Thomas. McMillan, James W. 
Banks, Nathaniel P. Dwight, William. Manring, Maschil. 
Baylor, George Wythe. Emory, William H. Nims, Ormand F. 
Bee, Hamilton P. Fessenden, Francis. Ransom, Thomas E. G. 
Burdett, John A. Franklin, William B. Raynor, William H. 
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Chandler, John G. Hancock, Bradford. Sears, Francis A. 
Cummins, William T. Hubbard, Thomas H. Smith, Andrew J. 
Cunningham, Edward. Landram, WilliamJ. Smith, E. Kirby. 
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Davis, William. Leonard, Joseph. Whittier, Francis E. 
De Camp, Daniel. Lynch, James R. Wright, Edward. 
See also Itineraries of 1st Brig., 3d Div., 13th Army Corps, p. 284; 4th Div., 13th 
Army Corps, p. 294; lst Div., 19th Army Corps, p. 420; 2d Brig., 
1st Div., 19th Army Corps, p. 426; 3d Brig., 1st Div., 19th Army 
Corps, p. 428; Cav. Div., p. 445. Also Taylor to Smith, pp. 527, 
528, Also Sketches, pp. 227-229, 390. 
Saddler, MontiOn0d .-- cs cco ccc ccc es occ oe connie cn vines sone eone sans 911 
Sagendorph, Hdward W. Mentioned.-.....-----------------++eereeee--o- 405 
Saint Clair, U. 8.8. Mentioned.........---------++ -------- sree tere rete 441 
Saint Francis River, Ark. Expedition from Helena up the, Feb. 13-14, 1864. 
Report of Charles O’Connell....--- -------------+++++ 07000020" 143 
Saint James, Mo. Affair near, June 10, 1964. Report of Odon Guitar ...... 994 
Sale, William F. Mentioned ..........-.-------------2 sere creer terre sees 802 
Salem, Ark. Capture of wagon train at, May 29, 1864, Report of James 
956 
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Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. = 
‘Salomon, Frederick. % 
Itinerary of 3d Division, 7th Army Corps. Camden, Ark., Expedition, 2 
March 23-May 3, 1864.....-.-.-..- a Cuisses[oeca ca eee eEe - 
WMerttioned over coe soso so ene Cae ete eSoe sens sony ens ee clanne meen aes 
658, 669, 671, 692, 703, 705, 707, 712, 716-719, 722-726, 731, 736, 737, 776, 7 
Reports of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864. ...-.- 684, 686 Bi 
Sammons, Stephen. Mentioned eee nec ds eeccce deewcnccccs= ee 
Sample, James B. Mentioned .. 316,321, 322, 328-330, 342, 349, 354, 357, 358, 37 
Samuels, Joseph B. Mentioned .....-.....- 2202. -2 cee eee e ce coe weno ee eee : 
P San Andres Mountains, N. Mex. Affair in ee Jan. 26, 1864. Abstract: = 
a from record of events on return of. Department of New Mexico — 
es for Jan., 1864 ...... ey Pe pot PEAS Se en oer ee een eee 


San Bois Creek, Ind. T. Skirmish at. See J. R. Williams, Steamer. Capture — : 
of the, Arkansas River, and skirmish at San Bois Creek, Ind. T., 


June 15-16, 1864. 
Sanborn, George L. Reports of skirmish near Fremont’s Orchard, Colo., 
Apriltt 1G64 cic pote cvscasorecss coe eeceetne eae ces voor 883, 884 
Sanborn, John B. : a! 
i Mentioned ....-...---.-.-... ceneceease: ‘side he eee wea 63, 90, 95, 1 
= Reports of 
Arkansas River. Skirmishes on the, and near Prairie Grove, Ark., ; 
Aptil 6-7; 186402 = 3.5 sons Gace ccwenlesciessaee eee See ee 876 
King’s River, Ark, Skirmish on, April 19, 1864 pig kedene sec qs=— sense 
Lamar, Mo. Skirmish at, May 20, 1864 ....... aodiencteseone See 941 
Melville, Mo. Raid on, June 14, 1864 wanda e te ence ¥ cee eae ee 1006 
Northwestern Arkansas. Operations in, Jan 16-Feb. 15, 1864......... 86. 
Piney River, Mo. Affair near headwaters of the, Feb. 18, 1864........ 146 
White Hare, Mo. Skirmish near, June 15, 1864 ............-.....-.-- 1009 
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Sargent, Charles S. 
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For correspondence as A. D. C., see Nathaniel P. Banks 
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* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Scott, John. 
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Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864........... 364, 365 


Scott, John S. Reports of 
Attacks on Union gunboats at Ratliff’s (15th), Como (15th and 16th), and 
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Skirmish at, June 3, 1864"..-.-...----------+ ----+------- +--+ anemeyeccs 7 


Searcy Landing, Ark. 
Expedition from Batesville to near, Jan. 30-Feb, 3, 1864. 


Communication from John W. Stephens ..---.---...-----.----- tee te 
Report of Albert B. Kauffman .-.------------ osancte u«=nceeeeeeeeeed 102 
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Seymour, Alexander T. Mentioned Peccieeeeses Se eee SSesepies ae ; 
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Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ....-......... 804 
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Shaw, Joseph. Mentioned ..... 2... 20. 00 cece cove cove coccee tocccs cesses 877-879 
Shaw, William T. 
Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 16th Army Corps. Red River, La., 
Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ..................--------.-- 358 
Mentioned...........-... 172, 176, 183, 224, 230, 232, 305, 303-310, 312, 313, 316, 317, 
320, 321, 340, 347, 348, 358, 362, 364, 369, 372, 375, 377, 378, 391, 423, 973, 982 
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Montioned= 2522... obs owed codes esa ede Se Cea ee 660, 664, 665, 674, 685, 
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787-790, 793-795, 820-827, 833, 931, 932, 969, 970, 986, 1042-1044, 1047, 1048 
Reports of 
Arkansas River. Shelby’s operations north of the, May 13-31, 1864 -.. 923, 


: 924, 926 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .........-..-...-.- 835, 836 
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Simms Thomas H. Mentioned --....-,.-.- 220. nnn seo one ncceeruneres Pe Ress! 
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IE tus cad nad SRPEREEE Tess = 3 <0e ence tasedenvsc consna damp vonn eLiseak 
Simsport, La. Engagement at, June 8, 1864. Reports of 

eteeEG. DA ATINBGl en ee EN oo «00 oa 0 bane chine cocceeaces comes papal, Boaes 989 


Faries, Thomas Avwhdast@ak eas Pree ret eee Cee Kee wen ewes amen 98" 
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wee ew wee wes cee eee ewes cone oe cee ees wee eeeeee eece wees eeeere 


Wilson’s Plantation, La. Skirmish at, April 7, 1864.......-......-----.-- 
Skid-na-ha. Men tioned 2c case ne ee eae oes Seana cass vo can seaen 919, 920 es 
~ Skillman, Captain. Mentioned ...-......------ ssene- 222 nena ee oe eres ene e ee ‘ 
Skipp, John H. Mentioned........-......----- ---- .--2++ ceee seccee enee coe 
Giack, Charles B. Mentioned.....-.....--. ----2<-02-0s sone -ss ene eeeneees 
Slack, James R. Mentioned .........--..--- ------ ---+ -- 22 ee ene tone ee enes 
Slane, Collin T. Mentioned tare cere cece sense cere reer ceeenstacens secneewere 
; Slaughter, James EB. = ere Ea : 
x Mentioned 1. ~ 2.0 socee-oeeaet eer ea asses sores Ss = Rohe . 1034, 1054 — 
8 Report of operations in Calcasieu Pass, La., May 6-10, 1864.............- 912 — 

: For correspondence as Chief ot Staff, see John B. Magruder. 2 
BERD YL ey One ONiMONO. . 4 59-5 cecinscion vie cim mas vin rie + ebsites wean see eaieeeer 937 A 
Blocuni, renry > Vv... Mentioned 2.55 25a Secu neta ges cue eee ae meteee eee 35,45 
Smallwood, William H. Mentioned...................--..--2+------+-+-- 754. 
Smart, John C. Mentioned 3 
Smiley, Mentioned 

on Smith, ———.. (Citizen.) Mentioned ........2-2. 2228. cee eee net ee eee cone 140 — 

: Smith, (Scout.) “Mentioned. 22. . c cc.cerescacceu sts Uaaeeet ace eee 
Smith, Lieutenant. (Confederate.) Mentioned...... ........ 22..----22 ooo 1034 — 
Smith, Lieutenant. (Union.) Mentioned ....-...-22. 222.2222 le eee e eee 747 
Smith, Andrew J. 

Correspondence with Thomas Kilby Smith............ ..2.....2.-...---- 379 
MMGNFIOUCT Soo. oo snes de eo cape os cetee ts woe eee 31-33, 37, 38, 43, 45,57, 168, 171, 
176, 177, 179-181, 183, 185-187, 191, 197-199, 201-203, 208, 212, 216, 217, 231, 

234, 235, 237-240, 243, 246, 252, 258, 262, 263, 277, 278, 303, 304, 311, 314-316, 

318, 323-325, 330, 331, 342, 347, 352, 354, 355, 358, 359, 367, 374, 376-379, 382, 

391-393, 410, 411, 423, 431, 432, 435, 437, 439, 441, 444, 446, 447, 453, 463, 467, 
472, 473, 484, 486, 487, 498, 509, 551-553, 600, 949, 953, 972, 984, 1042, 1046 

Report of Red River, La,, Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1964 <piedaid oes 303, 304 
Smith, C..H. Mentioned... 32 )5.see5-cmecelcedoe sess ee a ee eee 820 
Smith, Charles W. Mentioned -......22. 220. ee. cons oe ween cree cece cane 129, 130 


Smith, Dennis. Mentioned 
Smith, E. Kirby. 
Addresses of, to soldiers of the Trans-Mississippi Department. Red River, 


La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 -......222. cee. cece eee 549, 550 
Congratulatory Orders. 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .........-..---e.---. 845 


ween eee 


f Mentioned. Se POSE Py oe ee ce eae 
58, 185-188, 479, 482, 488, 490, 491, 494-496, 500-502, 2,50, 5 
613,516, 518, 519, 521, 525, 526, 529, 532, 534-537, a ae oe, 558 
79, 


"rank, ae ce , 
2 — - ‘heer wee we eww CeO we ewe eee ea 


a y ‘Smith, Green 


, James. Mentioned....... os ee 
mows. Mentioned... 2.202.202. ae 


Suraiioisonu,. Mentioned ..............--..--.--..----- «-0-s0: =a 904 a 
atti don  MenbOued 5. 2a. oye. sane. 4--.-- 256 scenes eee ee e 
REO ete pe RLENTLOU OU ss 7 no ee cons cameo onsig--plsrn> aan ean ones 248, 249, 251, 252 © 
rete OHIAT = MODMONOM., oacgincnsd ony rabwawims ons a-++-0+sss sage 621 — 

“Smith, John T. Mentioned ......-.--- 02-0 2eee cece ee eee eee teres ceeees 966, 967 
Smith, Lyndsey J. ce 
MON CONGO Seri aay « cee waciner se vesrienes cnaninese seve sangeees 771, 773-775, 778 

Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .--.........2.. 7747 “2 
mith, MW, Mentioned... 22, icewwessimouee pene eenese enasee ccernse’s 785,839 
Smith, Reuben W. : 

EE ego nin eS tare Sch nw eae ps sane vier ats 22 =e bateges oaeman stele 

Report of affair on Big North Fork, near Preston, Mo., June 16, 1864 ...-.. 1016 
mith, Robert, Mentioned ..-..- 2. ~~~. - 22 --e oe ee nae bees enn gaee eres 939 
Smith, S.A. - Mentioned .--... ..-- -.------- ++ +02 oe ea eens oo Sone een eee 488,519 
Smith,S.C Mentioned ...-.-..-.--.------------+-- ---+ 2-2 + eens ee ee eee ee eee 638 


Smith, Sherman G. Mentioned -......-...-.....-------+----+2----se0--- 733,739 


Smith, Thomas Kilby. 


Correspondence with 
Banks, Nathaniel Penis oc concen man nee Sonoma sees ewe e oo ee 
Smith, Andrew Joo. 2 ieee cnwe vances co ens secens sesens opoameaaeeeg 379 
MGUONOU 52s oan ene nee nnn ene nn cotnenn sonsnesesser eae hee 168, 172, 176, 
184, 197-199, 202-205, 208, 215, 217, 235, 304-307, 309, 310, 312, 325, 343, 379, 
380, 400, 427, 447, 476, 484, 487, 499, 551,553, 566, 568, 579, 588, 589, 592, 984 


Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1664... .-.. 376, 379, 383 
Semen Wy iltiam CC.) Mentioned —. 22 - Sr i Ste ecen nro nnw saes = ener eae 744,750 
Menith William F.. Mentioned . 252. -< 2-28 icecassen eS aess cceee~ 12, 17-19, 21, 22 
Smith's Plantation, La. See Mansura, La. 

Smith’s Station, Nebr. Skirmish at, May 12, 1864" .-....-.-..-.-.-....-... 6 
EEO cord 5.x DLONUONCH eb eia ns wre vows == eon nee so 82 2 no sinew e 30% oonces 807 


Smithville, Ark. Skirmish on Spring River, near, See Spring River, near 
Smithville, Ark. Skirmish on, April 13, 1864, 


———_-— = 


* No cirenmsts antial reports. on file. 
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Snow, Warren K.” “Mentioned re Pease pee ao ; 
- Snyder, Henry. Mantiqned:-<2icrecas5- st sonst eeoee seston aces ae 
‘Snyder Samuel. Mentioned 02... 2. sev wcie- ve cttw musa ese see st -- Pera 

-Sokalski, George O. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Frederick Steele. 

Molard. Licutenant... Mentioned: o---.c- ese -sesenn see ceed eons Ses ese oclg we 
So Mammen, Frederick.-Mentioned .:.... <..-. 2... seesensaenss.- eo aienonbees 
South;dames. Mentioned ...... -.-.22-- /o- So- +. ones seer eae ae 
Peeescuitboertand. sb. Mentioned -_....- 20 3 oes So oceewege Sees ee Sacemeee 
_. Southfield, U.S.S. Mentioned vonretinres.ons sist cnbisis sega eas anaes oe 
Southwester, Steamer D. Mention =~ sinanae Denes Se 3 


Southworth, Irving D. D. Men 


Fidiinhpocests Lewis. Mentioned : 
me Spake, JACO,  MONMONCG 20 ol. ii ose ts sen bene oo oe ene se teres oa Seeman 
--- Spavinaw, Ark. Skirmish at, May 13,1864. Report of Milton Burch.-...... 
ae Sypeea-erederic, - Mentioned <_< (si. 22. S20 sees ceaeae neeses Seseeea ee ee 
Bpelent. uv. Ww. Mentioned-S2o 22000. usc eae eee ween es oan 
Spellman; Henry P.'— Mentioned 2222-25 2552: vanoe ee soeca nc see eee 659,713,771 — 
Spencer, Mentioned: = 35.325 2 eee eee 1058 — 
Spencer, Frederick A..: Mentioned. 2. sce - 2 e0-. 0 seeeecuons 903, 904,996,998 
ppencer, Thomas,:* Mentioned: 2.25.4 sett. salon ancuiba secon eee a eee 1031 
Spencer’s Ranch, near Presidio del Norte, N. Mex. Skirmish at. See % 
Sierra Bonita, N. Mex. Skirmishes at the foot of the, and at Spen- : 
cer’s Ranch, near Presidio del Norte, April 7 and 15, 1864. 
Spiegel; Marcus“ Mee Mentioned: . seca pie Sse sc eo se eae saa oe 
Spirit Lake, Minn. Affair at, May 16,1864. Report of Henry H. Sibley -... 
Sprague; George. -Mentioned=<2.2- 50s. caste e- see soe ss eee ee 
Sprague; Jvames.M.: Mentioned :....-3 ous vos oc ss oS oes hae en ee eee 
Spring Creek, Ark. Affair on, March 18, 1864* 
Springfield, Mo. Scouts from. 
Feb. 23, 1864, See Northern Arkansas. Scout from Springfield, Mo., into, 
Feb. 23-March 9, 1864, and skirmishes near Buffalo City (March 1) 
and at Bennet’s Bayou (March 2). 
April 28, 1864. See Fayetteville, Ark. Scout from Springfield, Mo., toward, 
April 28-May 7, 1864, 
Spring River, near Smithville, Ark. Skirmish on, April 13, 1864. Report 


of-Rebert R; Livingston... 2... Sosepeawc bape epee DE 886 
Standish, A.M. Mentioned ............. wa cos cae eee COU eee Seis See 603 
Stange, Gustave. “Mentioned 2... 2.2... soc. bo eects cae 658, 687, 691, 695, 717 
Stanley, David: S:--Mentioned -suseseeteue........-. soe 36 
Stanley, J.P. Mentioned=...5 -.ciseememeeiees <--. ...0 os OSU 807 
Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned. ...-..ueaeess----- ......20csceeuecububeaune 401 


For correspondence, ete., see War Department, U.S. 


*No circumstantial reports on file, 


mes. ae of Peas of Reeatiase «(ith hoe Cc 
ee anieiorys Orders. Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23- 


Clayton, Powell ; eS 


wt eee ee esanee SF arene = =<: 


Henry, Charles A ............ peo ee aries eee 
Mentioned..............-.. ceshos-peun.%+----.-- 11, 33,50 ae eee 
189, 192, 194-196, 202-206, 216, 218, 276, 453,476, 477, 479-487, 494, 500, 

514,516, 517, 521, 522, 525, 526, 530-534, 536, 541, 542, 545-548, 551,552, 554- > 
_ 556, 558-560, 572, 657, 659, 660, 664-667, 672-681, 683, 684, 686; 638, 690, 693, 


* ern n9 731, 732, 734-737, 759, 760, 765, 767, 768, 772, 776, 779, 781, 
783,809, 821, 823 RS SE OSL a BP, 096; 1044, ate 
Reports of : : 
Camden, Ark., Bxpeiition; March 23-May 3, 1 
_ White River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20-29, 1864 ale wnatcencs® eee 
SET] ee MODGIONCG . 22. 65. one on ne enn ns ecw eee oven ooo eee enna 858 
_ Steele, William. <t 
re ne EE 580, 585, 587, 590-592, 597, 612, 822 
Report of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......-.... 625,628 
PePINONY (Ey co NONIONOG 6. vem 5inn a0 cece <n ce ence nsinws -acn~ves sv ase ae 804 
Se eT SM GNEIONOU tem oc coe sncslent © nore aces ours ane s= _ptans ses mengee 605 
‘Steen, Se Martian Gil: .wssu uc. cescae che vox sn cce- konc4gh eee ee 
MPELOITT DES IMs a MONTIONO 5.525. < eae ads ore coos cone ne cose ens nerevees 900 
mtericrcoree WW. Mentioned .- 2c. --- . ios own enon erase cnn wwe seen serene 404, 405 
Stemminegs, Colonel. Mentioned ...-..-.-....----.------2- Avena yaar eee 1026 
: Stephani, Charles. Mentioned --....--- PER es SP up 
«Stephens, Alexander H. Mentioned ...--.--..---~-----++++--+eeeeee sense 58 
: Stephens, John W. 
RN Oe tree corsa. ct. Sed ne awe ea ate asa to ae ine nse ani’ gee oe 63, 131, 132, 1047 
: Report of skirmish at Morgan’s Mill, Spring River, Ark., Feb. 9, 1864..... 133 
Stephenson, Loyed T. Mentioned....-..---.-.--.----- ---+----2+ e+0---0--- 850 
Stephenson, Marshall L. Mentioned .........-.--.---.-----------++-+----- 658 
mrerinan, William, Mentioned -... ..-.--.. .0+. ---- 0-21 ooo nec awevescumes 858 
Stevens, Mentioned.....---.- A irtig Seana eS an = Se ae ee 920 


Stevens, Henry H. Mentioned ...............-.----..-------+--- 909, 917, 918; 920 
Btevens, W. Mentioned .... ...--. 22... 2 eens ccne eon were teen eons cnec wens UE 


Stevenson, John M. Mentioned ......--. 22-22-00 222s vos noc ascesns nese 136, 137 
Stewart, William. Mentioned.........-.--...----- ----se-s0s -ena ces ---= LA5pIaA 
Stewart, William H. Mentioned....-.-..-.-.-.-..--.---- +--+ ---- see --e-e 388 
Stierlin, Charles. Mentioned ..--.--.-...---------- +--+ +--+ +---++-----+---- 88, 89 
Stiles, H. B. Mentioned..---.-.--.-----.----------+ -----+ --+0 e202 e222 eee 850 


Stingaree, Schooner. 
Capture and recapture of the, off Brazos, Tex., May 22, 1864. Report of 
Joseph Bates 20. 0225 2 -oe ne eens nnn ee nn teens woe enn wows 943 
ENR oy 2 ol A yas wes as =< se sn(svne onan qetsin~ > cmace tare 944 
Stone, Lieutenant. Mentioned..........-.--------- +--+ +--+ -- 22+ eeee eee 60 
Stone, Charles. Mentioned........---- +++ ------0+ eee ere eee ee cence tenes 718 


ine 
kirmish at, =o 20, 1364" . : 


‘Strain: Miccander= fee RN ne ee De a eee ee Se = 
ee ceny. Creek, Ark. Expedition to. See Wild Haws, Santen ry Creek, 

ES etc., Ark Expedition from Batesville to, March 10-12, 1864, 

_ Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strength, ete. 

‘Stringer, Alexander. Mentioned 

© Strong: Colin G-7 Mentioned... .- 6.500. sascehavccteemuceetans 
* Strong, Frank. Mentioned ....... Se Ses 
Strong, Joseph G. Mentioned 


‘Stuart, James. Se ee 
VEGI OMG Cee os in a a ae as ee cee we een a eee es se Pee hee nee Bees 
Report of scouts from Huntersville and Clinton, Ark., June 4-17, 1864. eet 


Sturgis, Samuel D. Mentioned..............----....-- pepe emeevac ate? As S135 

Subsistence Stores. See Munitions of War. ete 

Sulphur Springs, Ark. Skirmish at. See Little Missouri River and at Sulphur 
Springs, Ark. Skirmishes on the, Jan. 25, 1864. 


Sully, Alfred. Mentioned.......--..--......--- REA Seen Pee Ey 
Summer, Hawin V., jr. Mentioned: -<- 2-2... ccscc, ces snes ee oe -; 49/71 
Sunnyside Landing, Ark. Skirmish at, June 7, 1864*.................. 2... 7. 
Buperior, steamer. Mentioned:-2- << 50.5 acer ves ciewe os eee eee 473 
Suieet, b= Mentioned. .oi2 20. ne voce ete oes eee 502, 508, 512, 524, 5 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Richard Taylor. 

Suydam, Isaao:S:;= Mentioned 2. foes cco te oo eae So ee 245 ~ 
Swaim, J. D., Steamer. Mentioned ......--.. 2... c20e sees oe. see--------- 869, 870 
Swain, Andrew J. 22 

Mention6ds. 32. Saa2 escent ee ees ee ee 1029, 

Report of affair near Breckinridge, Mo:, June 9, 1864............-....--.. 993 = 
Swan, Joseph:H. Mentioned -... 25-2. oe ence eee cece cent ee SS es 867 = 
Swan Lake; Ark...-Affairat, April23,:1864* 2. ces. succusincce tee sssh os. ee 654 < 
Swappord, William. Mentioned <.. cso sas eesece eee ee eee 
Sweeden, . Mentioned ....-...---. en ea Tae Pee 858 
Sweney;,: Georre. Mentioned ..st = reac ee coe lee eee 508,509 
Bwigart, Frank. --Mentioned:...... 25 sws~ wavs geucsadnouacesaene eae ee 283 ~ 
Swope, Major.--Mentioved...-.... sks dscns ee ee ee 648 : 


Sylamore Creek, Ark. Skirmish at. See Northeastern Arkansas. Operations 
in, including skirmishes at Lunenburg and Sylamore, and on Syla- 
more Creek, Jan. 1-30, 1864. 


waber, Ira I. Mentioned so gaseeteeaaencs...-.....c0eape, tee eee 1021 
Labor, Solomon M... Mentioned seecsmaeca-.--....... chwcs bene 658 
Tache, Mentioned: 253 acess eames -- ~~... re ee 78 
Taggart, John Mentioned c.co.go nme eames Mews esp boo! uo) Ue Se 945, 946 


*No ‘circumstantial reports. on n file, : 


vid A. Mentioned ee ee Re 

ne r, Stanley. Mentioned .................. EES LG E 

"Tappan, Amos. Mentioned -.-.-...200- 202-2 seesesesees ceesee vere cenane 
Tappan, James C. a 


Peedat cs ee ee Pn ke 30 
Reports of 2 2A A 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 .......- Sgr oe 


; Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864.........-.....--2-- 
© > Tarleton, John B. Mentioned........ ee es 630, : 
eeu eae dss MOnGionod <. n5->-- nes are nacavuncevscatigemeeets. ce. eee 


wate, William, Mentioned ....2...2..0222-05 -vin-s-0-- eee. ee 638,639 
peice adi TES ANY, Ca mee nk 954 
ete . (Confederate.) Mentioned........--- <a s Hs 2 nee 476 

Taylor, Cee (Union.) Mentioned eae ae nono 3 ce 5 a 
Taylor, Clay. Mentioned .............. a meee nneaee seers ececese es 783 
Taylos,:C.M.~ Mentioned ...2,.-; sacl ere bur aenees ROE ene cent 783 
Taylor, Franck E. 

(CE a i a 170, 174, 406 

Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ......---. 409, 410 
De EESCDEY os MODTIONCH o> -.---- -+--.-----.--- +00 +- 20's cp ema ae eee 936 
eae MOUTOUOU coc ccc cus oan nas conmse ones sence +-+-+: +--+ +=2 arench nn 
nC ne mert  MONTONGH % ~.-.s.0 == 2 nore nn emen arcsec coce --a20lce eandeeee 156 
Taylor, Richard. 


Congratulatory Orders. 
Ouachita River, La. Operations on the, March 1-4, 1864, inelnding 
actions at Trinity and Harrisonburg..........---.....2.--scess = 108 


Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864-........- eee 596 
Correspondence with 
BR LAR SN ean on sole ie aint name anna ceases satan neck AE Reon 575, 576 
PEELS PEL OY IO re ee ee ete wis is oil Sea nae ams oem aly <u Se an ee pee 576, 577 
ROPRTO Ne Dern. bacignes ace naatt a> se epee on «- x wakn=h< 2 =e eee 
CoP SUS 1 Oe ae ae ne ene es Pees a 548 
LE cP Lg SSA P SB A a ER a ee en PORE 9. 508, 523, 524 
thy pera tints = oe wisn annie = alanicwve cams erie sianes cols sas += nape 503, 512 
Polionac, Camille: ):.. 2. .<c2 00. enna ekwe sone donc oesie nos 55 "aan eee 573 
Smith, E. Kirby .. 488-491, 493, 495-502, 504-538, 541, 543, 545, 546, 560, 572, 575 
Vincent, William G ..-.-. .------ .2---- -- ++ 202 eee eee eee eee eee wee 511 
Walker, John G@ -- 22-2 22-2 220 -- eo rcenenns ease ces -ee= 492, 493, 574, 577, 578 
IES: a3 en 5o peep <== ona gee 32, 48, 58, 158, 178-180, 183, 227, 


229, 276, 306, 307, 314, 436, 446, 463, 476, 477, 479, 480, 482-487, 492-494, 502— 
505, 508, 511, 512, 522, 535, 540, 541, 543, 548, 550-553, 555, 557, 558, 560, 577, 
596-598, 600, 604, 606-609, 612, 614-616, 619, 625, 626, 634-636, 639, 955, 960 


Relieved from command of District of West Louisiana .----.-.--.---.---- 3 
Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864 ....-...... 560, 
579-583, 585-589, 591-595 

Resolution of thanks of C.8. Congress to ..---..--------- cas ada 4 dec 597 
Taylor, Samuel B. Mentioned......---..-----------+-----+- +++ +----+ 347, 349, 352 
Taylor, Thomas H.’ Manteananee 5. cee cont ctnetansitase saya 586 
Tebbs, Oliver B. Mentioned..... .....----------- ++ +--+ -++eee+reeere eee 784,799 


Teed, William J. Report of affair near Cotton Plant, Ark., April 22, 1864. 899 


! ane snare Fi ‘Smith 08 Thomas Kilby : 


Meters By SS ee ee 
» April 30, TSG ee os ca woe eee cea cen eR aea aScor eee +e 


‘Pennison, —. Mentioned ....-.- eee ee : wcrc tenner corset ennnes oe 
Terre Noir Creek, Ark. See Antoine, Ark. =a 
retell; Ae Wo Mentioned sess reer ot a oscar wrace syne eet ee arate emaiae Ses = 


SUorrepondence With Oe Sc GVal bree Sage hoe cae eee erincacs cine ae acl tam seeeeee 


=~ Mentioned... .-.--. ---. ---- 22-2 2-22 rene eo nn ve ene wee eee ene 
Terry, Joseph H. Mentioned ..-.....----.--.---------- ------ -------- seceee a 
Tevis, C. Carroll. Mentioned......---...----.----- ----2+ ----2+ 22-- +2 1--- = . 

©) Texas, Steamer. “Mentioned .......---..------- -- ssn» ceenas oreonsears 002, 00a; 
‘Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate-) SS 


Artillery, Heavy—Regiments Ist,912. — See 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Creuzbaur’s, 914; DanieP’s, 563, 566 ; Ragar’s, Bs 
179, 225, 307, 314, 315, 552, 561, 562 ; Praideman’s. 563, 567 ; Krmmbhaars. 

~ 785, 786, 819, 841, 843, 846-848; Lhee’s, 1013; McMahan’s, 562, 563, 571, 
580, 594, 611, 613, 617, 620; Moseley’s, 562, 567, 571, 580, 587, 626, 628 ; 
Pratt's, 528, 947, 948, 950, 952, 985: Valverde, 520, 563, 564, 567, 571, 580, 
583, 587, 628, 632. 

Devpley—Battalions : 13th, 563. Daly’s, 914; G. H. Giddings’, 1055; 
Gillett’s, 107; Head’s, 843; Morgan’s, 626, 627; Scanland’s, 107; 
Welch's, 785, "786, 848 ; . Wells’, 1037. Regiments: 1st, 452, 459, 520, 523, 
524, 563, 564, 567, 571, 593, 606, 608, 609, 614, 617, 624, 638; 1st Partisan, 
616, 617, 619-621, 624; 2d, 449, 638, 1034; 2d (Arizona Brigade), 616, 617, 
619, 620, 622-624 ; 2d Partisan, 616, 619,621-624,960 ; 3d (Arizona Brigade), — 
607, 611, 616, 619-621, 624, 959; 4th, 563, 566; Sth, 449, 515, 516, 518, 520, 
524, 562, 566, 627; Sth Partisan, 107; 7th, 449, 516, 518, 520,562; 12th, 
626, 627; 16th, 314, 447; 19th, 625-627; 20th, 107; 21st, 626, 627, 914; 
23d, 523, 524, 571, 606,614; 26th, 449, 493, 496, 518, 520,524, 562-564, 567, 
568, 571, 606-608, 611, 614, 617; 28th, 314; 29th, 107, 785, 786, 846, 848 ; 
30th, 785, 786, 848; 31st, 785, 786, 846, 848; 32d [36th], 523, 524, 571,606, 
611, 613, 614,619; 33d, 638, 639, 648, 1055 ; 35th, 81, 523, 524, 591, 606, 614 ; 
R.R. Brown’s,493; Terrell’s, 496, 523, 524, 563, 564, 566, 571, 606, 614, 624. 

Infantry—Battalions: Spaight’s, 914. Regiments: 3a,529; 8th, 11th, 
13th, 14th, 314; 15th, 370; 16th, 17th, 314, 447; 18th, 314; 19th, 314, 
447; 224,314. 

Miscellaneous—Companies: Stone’s Home Guards, 1034. 

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 1055, 1056. 


Thayer, John M. 
Correspondence with 
Phillips, Willidm:A->- Seen alsa «» >... oc Soames spinwine 108 
Steele; Frederick“... .. ss seeeentibe se-- ~~. . ooo a ne 108, 682 
Mentioned... li... Le ot 33, 484, 552 


657-661, 669, 671, 673-675, 679, 682, 685, 626, 689-691, 698, 707, 718. 719, 721, 
726, 732, 736, 743, 747, 759, 761, 780, 824, 825, 833, 843, 848, 849, 923, 924, 1037 
Report of skirmish at Hahn’s Farm, near Waldron, Ark., June 19, 1864.... 1037 


George H. eee 
Jorrespondence with U.S. eet SE EI ; 
SO a ae eee c= 44, 


Miethomas,Gorenz0. Mentioned... 351, 375, 376, 438, 441, 44 


For correspondence, ete., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U. 5.4. 2p ee 
‘Thomas, William H. Mentioned ...-.... see ae eee Cee ee age 516,540 
Thomas, W. P. Mentioned............-...--- AE aR ga 637 
eommas, Wyatt C. Mentioned....2...:.--...:....-----=---eecseue weeeeee 789,795 


Phonics, Zachariah B. MeO ReA on nnanennn nar mnscrer Re 1545 oes 
_ Thomas E. Tutt, Steamer. Mentioned ...... A a “3 SR 379, 384-386 


——. Mentioned......... Sr ee ee ~ 2 to eee 


“Thomason, B. PF. Mentioned ..............---.-----. 02-022 2e00---- Se Somes 148 
: Thompson, . Mentioned Te ne ne mee nw we ee wn eet wee enn 1012 2 


Thompson, Charles. Mentioned.... tee tw wens ween ene eeaepe me + aeaess oe 62 : 
Thompson. gon. - Mentioned. :-...:2-0602 0s tices sceeeMaeeT- .--.-.---- 118, 119 
Thompson, John L. Mentioned....-......-- iS EE Se - 1024 


RE VV oe Mentioned ......--.. 2. ---- ene woe ene os Poe eee 
rat iste. MentiOned ...... .... ~2----.- +22 «- «nese ons anes cus cape 


Mma DaOL eV iiliam G. = Mentioned .......--.-.---- .----0scsbes ene eee eneen 653 
MORDSOU EY iia ft. et. Mentioned .. <<. cc2.cene cent ee cee on nes wenn 708, 712 
Thomson, Thomas D. 

SRST IN eck er IIe tae A org eK nm ale so oaws <b on cap pen mas wee 802, 803 

Report of Camden, “Ark, , Expedition, March 23-—May 3, 1864 .....-...-..... 803 
Thorn, CAAA LEN ear I ein we nie Nici e's = pe omnes vs ae aeeegieeetian 125 
etOnCalnoun,) MeOnnOneG: . 2c <=). - 00 snc ones sone edrece nace cake 999, 1005 
BSL TIOICOT,- MORTIONO «0. ooo. ous oc lae nnn hus seeens-nipe nn sean nese £23, 837, 839 - 
SE IOUT Vas MONGONOM soo. cc acce ne cco tcccesonns conn secs eeseinsat see 642 
PECEIIROLPOLE Ce MONTONOO. <6 5 ones. Caen ewen tne on ee nn eine tenn saen see 99, 108, 293 
Tidball, Thomas T. Reportof Gila, Ariz.,, Expedition, May 9-June 3, 1864... 917 
Tiemeyer, John H. 

POET CIs pene a wien 0 sane ---- <= aacccesaeee- 172, 176,321) Bees 

Report of Red River, La, aon fiies ‘March 10- -May 22,1864 . << eee 384 
Tige, J.W. Mentioned .......-.. -..----- ---- eens eee eee eee ene eee cone 116 
Tinney, Thomas. Mentioned ........---..------------+ +--+ ---- «+--+ -+-2-- 644 
Tippin, USER E a Eee (Oe a ee gee ry rt 895 


Tobin, John. Mentioned .........---.------------------ +--+ ++ +--+ +202 ---- 342,350 


Todd, (Citizen.) Mentioned - ..- 2.2. c..2 ase. conn 222-2059 vanes LOAD TTUEE 
Todd, (Guerrilla.) Mentioned-. o cadsien ostn'< au apdiee ne 85 
Tomahawk, Ark. Skirmish at. See Clear “Creek and Tomahawk, Ark.  Skir- 


mishes at, Jan. 22, 1864. 
Tomahawk Gap, Ark. Skirmish at, Feb. 9, L864" = 2.2. < Sa. inne eee 
Toney, Harvey H. Mentioned......--.---------+------------++-+-+-2+--2-5 ML 
Toppass, John W. Mentioned...--..---- .--------------- +--+ reere: eee eee 667 
Topping, John. Mentioned ......-..--- ------ -----------+ +205 eee 2 eee eee 153,74 
Torbert, Alfred T. A. Mentioned --.--.-.-----.------ ------ +--+ --++-------- 17,26 
Towner, Lientenant. Mentioned.........-.------------+e-+-+--eeee-- oe -- 186 
Townsend, Hdward D. Mentioned......-.-------------- +--+ +--+ +e------ 352,406 
Townsend, Mandeville G. Mentioned -.-.-----.---. ------------ 698, 712, 715, 776 
Tracy, H.W. Mentioned.....--.-.-.---- ---- +++ eres eee cree ee cere cnet 603 
Tracy, J. H. ET... , pill REE APE ‘910, 939 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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a ee ee ee wee Se et teeter ee tee 


Taylors April 5, 158; aga 11, 596; Sapa 26, ‘506. “Wharton: 
_ May 24, 615. : 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Smith: No, 1, 845. 

ansportation, Army. See Munitions of War. 

pi nadway, Joseph D. Mentioned ...--...-.--.-.--.--- eee en RS Re tc 

rier Panel, Mentioned -2-ce. seers nae was coche en scoae + ue es een 823, 837 

Trinity, La. Action at. See Ouachita River, La, Operations on the, March 1- — 
4, 1864, including actions at Trinity and Harrisonburg. pes 

ferimiett, games C. Mentioned. ...--. 2-2-1 a2 = -2 oan eee ee 1001- 

SPrajillo,buceano. Mentioned ......-.... 00s one neee Sees eee eee 

_ Truman, Harry. Mentioned.... 


a 
sestteteser sees sc esse dees eteee Soltis 
—~— ag Pe x 2 ee 


Tucker, Robert. Mentioned -.. pais. Vine ease Aare gs eae 
Tugle, Henry. Mentioned ...---.---.-2-. Sass ae DSSS See re eps co any 
Publis, Jamess- Mon tioneds osen sese saree wan eine ec asst Soe IN ewe oe Lees 303 


Litnica-Bend,. baw sei ab, April 21,1864*s coe oc ccs. <a See 162 
murey, James M. —~Mentioned --.. .-2 22.5. --ns beoe ces spot son Soe seer ieee 


Persnull, Gad. Mentioned 2... 2... 2. 12) dewacn cue pnede Seah nuceer Dees 789. 
worvercamuaund P..- Mentioned 2 52252. ses sees aa oe dee oe ewes oe Rec 647° 
srititier rosie E’.~-Mentioned: a. cc cewee oc ace uaswes saeeese cena eee 405 
_ Turner, Samuel E. ee 
i: MOHEIOMBU Sa os sin c,con as dee SA Cee e eee 60, 64, 66, 85, 86, 95, 640, 886, 887 
Report of operations in Northeastern Arkansas, Jan, 16-Feb. 6, 1864, includ- — 

ing skirmish on: Sylamore. Creek o5--2cc- 2 s0nas coke ne See ye 
Tutt, Thomas EH., Steamer. Mentioned. .--:..2..:...-..--..--- ves cen 379, 384-386 
Tuttle, Myron. Mentioned. .-..--- fig Nswinds SSS nes, See oR een ee ee ee 992 
shite. ut. Mentioned. 2 ern pees toes s sae aoe See ee 934 


Tyler, U.S.S. 
Engagement between Shelby’s forces and the, June 24-25, 1864. See White 
River, Ark. Operations on the, June 20--29, 1864. Reports of Steele, 


p. 1042; Shelby, p. 1050. a 
ITS UTIL 4G Sopra meen ae a  agcatNe  S 929, 1042, 1046, 1047, 1051, 1002 
Tyler, John F. Report of scout from Pilot Knob, Mo., to Gainesville, Ark., ; 
May 10-25, 1864... s<c2 ccc noes Dee ee 991.2 am 
tyler; Martin $.-:Mentioned 2. 2ocs, « 2. eee sre ee ee eee 405 k 
ayree; William. “Mentioned... ..- se. savcetaceeneccess. See 850 
myUS, W.J.~ Mentioned cuts... 2. 8 Seat tae ee on 792, 795 
Ullmann, Daniel. 
Correspondence with Maschil Manring= 02 sei cewes ne an een 475 ; 
Mentioned ...2s2:.--slc-ek.e Riis nn a's = cues on's 5 Saat eee eee ee 907 


Reports of 
Mount Pleasant Landing, La. Attack on, and pursuit of the Confeder- 
ates, May 15, 1864~ SS aaeeeetie at os ~~... 933 
Pest-House, opposite Port Hudson, La. Attack on, May 28, 1864 ...... 955 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864......-...........-.. 474 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


oe We pecicnarts: 5th h (6th), Boris: ame 
Infantry—Regiments: 56th, 126, 143; 57th, 672; 64th, 130; 


933; 73d, 75th, 171, 175; 78th, 934; 4th, 171, 175; 
870; 924, 171, 175, 444; 97th, 169, a st 
aa __ 99th, 169, 172,248, 249, 251, 258-256, 404, 405. 
Artillery, Bie Ragimnnie: 1st. (Batteries), F, 163, 170, 175, 447, 
L, 170, 174, 230, 232, 260, 340-342, 391, 392, 406, 407, 409-414, 
ee C, 170, 174; Sth (Batteries) G, 171, _ 


446-448, 451-454, se 
_ eae asaremnent Obs roe Coe ETON ETRE CCCT oon a ae ce ee 657-650 
Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ........... eae eng” 746 <a 
Gulf, Department CS Sa 169-175, 159, 263, 264, 295, 398 — Sas 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864... ......--.. 167-176, 189 
Tennessee, Army of the .....-...-- ee go tna ss = wage me . 171,172, 1776 aoe 
. 73 Feioiverse, RAO AT MOIR OTN EES Uninc phe nan ep acings¥cen ness: -a35000% 380, 383, 389 ES: 
RII. 0 Et, MOON ONOU © orto ohare nne ones name n nen ion pina coh aeaeege 
Upton, E. P. Report of descent upon Lamar, Tex., Feb. 11, 1864 .......--... 
7 Ury, . Mentioned...... ee ia acls,cin = 2 6s n85's 0 2< 90. ee 
U.S. Gunboats. Attackson. See Navy, U.S. 
_—s«*Utt, Josephus. 
g es le ao dye dans ind nw or es non + <n <r and Map Oa 7. 
Report of Camden, Ark,, Expedition, Macoh Q2=May $,1864....— 2 eee 
Vail, Aaron S. Reports of sconts from Rolla, Mo., Feb, 1-March 1, 1864 .. 113,115 
Vallandingham, Richard. Mentioned...--........----.----+-------20++-- o-- 638 
Van Beek, George W. 
RRM aera a aie see pane sn sam an ona nsieninsecemsa 176, 328, 971, 972, 976, 978 * 
Reports of 
Old River Lake, or Lake Chicot, Ark. Engagement on, June6, 1864. 976 
Red River, La., Campaign, March 10—-May 22, 1864 .......-.--.-.-.-. 335, 337 
Van Buren, Ark. Skirmish at, April 12,1864t .---..-----..--------- -+-- cee 5 
i Van Buren County, Ark. Skirmish in, March 25, 1864t.-..-..-..-.----..... 4 
Vance, B.H. Report of scout from Little Rock to Benton, Ark., March 27-31, 
TRG Et, ck cdo en on ch cnwceninnn sce sent onuconinnn neler ee aes 858 
Vance, Joseph W. Mentioned ..--.. 169, 227, 259, 265-267, 291, 292, 294, 296, 299-302 
Van De Venter, Charles. Mentioned ....-. -..-.. --- se0006 -s00 2200 ---nce 756, 7A7 
Van Houten, Harry. Mentioned....-. 2-2. ----- 22-2 2-220 cone eee n none ane 92 
eterten John B. . Mentioned cai as%0c6n adss ec ssee ve nevi<scnee coupes 170, 174 
Memwttoe, William. Montioned prec rid- 00-60. + 's- enon once caen dscns Mdestas 80 
Vaughan, Carmi B. 
Rs Ee Fai o sew wo nae awd ewausigiee ineaices’ mend ais: 999 
Report of scout 01 on the Osage River, and in its vicinity, Jane 8- 19, 1864. 990 


F + Finally designated 11th U.S.C. T, (New). 
t No circumstantial reports on file. 


‘Vidalia,La. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1864. Report of Hubert A. McCslehs ee 
Vilas, Henry. Mentioned.......--..-- 2G Seen Roa EES 267, 29 
_Vilett, Safra. Mentioned .-....---..------- +--+ eee 22 cee concen ee eee eee 
eVilmire, Peter. Mentioned .:.--. ...- .--..-----00,00c0ce -=52= see 
_ Vincent, William G. As 


ksburg, Miss. Expedition from. Seo. Waterproof, La. Eepedition ‘from 
eS Vicksburg, Miss., to, and skirmishes, Jan, 29-Feb. 23, 18645. se 


eee oe ee ee Ce me ta wees ee eee te eee ee eee eee ewes eens 


Correspondence with Richard Taylor ....-..----..-- 


Mentioned ---.---.----- spree saps Tae seeeeeeeeeeee 
ze 611, 5 512,515, 516, 530, 5 61, 562, S64, 671, 5 , ORY 
= = ‘Witein, Horatio H. ‘Mentioned <o--o-.c--a ss (2 =~ 2 es Soc ons aes onsen 17, 176,3 
: -Virginia, Northern. Operations in. Commun igatibas from . 
- DUC, HOUTA E. «sod' sks cs ct tac onecitoeeec oon wean eee eee : 
Gian ner Swe ena ss sacs fons stn tes Ses ale cls eae See eee 20, 46, 48, 51, 58. 
Virginia, Northern, Army of. See Northern Virginia, Army of. ; 
Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. Operations in. Communica- 
tions from: U:8, Gran ts.22 5 <2 ow oes a pcslceee ee eee 
Vivian, Ace “Steamer. Mentioned <-.~ 2.7. ..-ceneesacntt <r o-oo 381,382 
-.. Voegele, Martin. Poe 
MONULOUCO sso a5. «cle se faseansas oes 658, 684, 687, 692-696, 698, 700, 701, 703, 704, 718 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ........-....- 704 
Mognt, Anton...“ Mentioned «2... 5. a. =. 2 seu asce escola eee 943 
Von Phn!, Pranois.~ Mentioned... - 02.5... -.s vsesse.sss0-s- = eccd dashes pee 
Waddill, Major... Mentioned .s.222c5 test <2 2 as ee oe ok ee ee 637 
Wade, James F. Mentioned........--- AR ee EE es Peto 4T4 
Wade; John J.- Mentioned... 2.25.2... aac somes ce ects Uae caee boa ee a 
. Wagenfuehr, Gustav. Mentioned ...........-. 222. .22222 0200 -eee cece cee 731, 737 | 
‘Wagoner, Seymour W. Mentioned .........2.. .---2---- cee - cece seeeee 1023, 1024 
Weanl- Henry. :-Méntioned.. oss -2c. ~ 2 Si a2-+ seca isle eee 719 
a Waitman, Mentioned . .. 3. nc cee See eee 957 
‘Wraldo,.J.- Mentioned .. 5... 5 <-.-.ciscnesiie pee steele tee Se ee es ae eee 812 


Waldron, Ark. 
Scout from. See Baker's Springs, Ark. Scout from Waldron to, and skir- 


mish, Jan, 21-25, 1864, a 
Skirmishat, Web. 1, (864¥. os... oe olds. cbc as eee ane a 2 
Skirmish near. See Hahn's Farm, near Waldron, Ark. Skirmish at, June 19, 
1864. 
Walker, Lientenant.. Mentioned. 2s... ...-.5.--:....c seeds eee 840 
Walker, Anson J. 
Mentioned... acs .cdec stash pec OES: os ee 744, 759 
Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ......-.-.--.- 749 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


; 1¢ to command 
- Correspondence with 


4 ETaylor, IG BIOs 20451 «see ale te eee ee “492, 493, 574 577,578. 
PE EIONE Oo on... ae ans oem secey wean ages vo +> «++ eo anee 17 By 1 

= 231, 305, 334, 377, 447, 448, 477, 481-483, 485, 486, 489, 491, 495-498, 500, 516, a 
526, 533-535, 537, 538, 541-543, 545-548, 551, 553-557, 561-568, 572, 573, 575—_ 
. 577, 581, 582, 592-595, 607, 617, 736, 782, 785, 800, 802, 804, 810, 814, 817, 959 
. Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1864... .- Pema 52) : 
MMMM! ee 
‘walker, Samuel. Mentioned... settee tee ey cere ee sees cece ee ee ee eee 770-772, 778 ae 


Bm Re a ee te we wwe = hee gre=esseoe-< . 


Walker, Tandy. : rn See E 
epee Montioned 225.22... -.25 2. Sacccees eaeeeraeee Se 786, 841-846, 1011 ~ ie 
; Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 ........-..... 849 ae 
ener ilans. Montioned ..-....-.....-...----- a... +++ ena=-s anes sane 564 505 
eee ation. 7. Mentioned......--...------.--. --+---sseteecspouweeee 954° Se 
SIDE le MONbIONCH <-c\.. 02-20-52 e ono n es on 0s socoddeseek esos acta 60459 
ee OHONe MONUONCO 2220 ¥— = oo os wee sana ne van ens --n-<secaseeee 849 
ERIC NIONGLON Oe sah meas Salas hon Sinn ae enim nin one pninaes sce «dan soa 24 
Smaitahan, George A... Mentioned <i. oo oe coon cccn es ener ce con nsewens te Sine ee 


Wallen, Henry D. 


i SP Fa coed as SALES Gs pee See ose e eo - oes acon ate ne ee a ; 
Report of skirmish on the Pecos River, near Fort Sumner, N. Mex., Jan. 5, : 
BO ecg ties pena phate edu ne> sae - on-~ or de arus stn 69 
Waller, H., jr. Mentioned.----..--.-.--....---..----- +--+ on PGmie = Cae eee 623, 624 
Rie wammos ft, Mentioned 2. -.----- 6+ ----- ao. wa 22 so we ee oh annie 862 
Walling, William H. Mentioned ....---...---..----..---2+ 2-00 --+---2--.-- 41 
Malis, William. Mentioned .-...... 02-22. 22-21-2220 Soon oo ne ene wens cane 342, 349 
mvalters, Alfred. Mentioned ...-......-. .----- -- ---- 22-022 20s eee ena 996-998 
vaiton, Thomas. Mentioned ...... 0-2-2 ---- 2 eens cos wenn ee ewwnenencsen 839, 840 
War Department, U.S. Correspondence with 
Heavies, Nathaniel P qn... co nan snes cone cee en oe tens cote enanes deca ands 194 
Butler, Bonjnmin F ... 22. 1.22 e - on cone enn ene ee nes see pacer ne soweene 16 
mard. dames W. Mentioned .-..-....2-...--4--2--2--25------- eae5 hore 739,740 
Ward, LymanM. Mentioned.......-......--..------ 172, 176, 379, 380, 383, 384, 386 
Ward, Richard G. 
Mentioned .- ~~ -2 2-2-2. 22 nnn een woo nee oe cee nnn ne nee nnn ne cere wenn 743, 745, 755 


Report of Camden, Ark., Expedition, March 23-May 3, 1864 -............. 761 
Ward, Samuel J. 


Mentioned ---. 22-22. 2-2 n- conn rere ee eee a rene cane ce nnn ewes ene an cone 524, 633 

Reports of Red River, La., Campaign, March 10-May 22, 1964 .......-.. 628, 629 
Ward, Thomas. MeTtIONDG cd pee iene dale nc chn ne owns e> ns acde knw el pee 
Ward, William A. Mentioned -.....-.-. 2.2. .---2+ cee eee eens cece ee cree ee 148 
Ware, James A. 

Mentioned - 222. 5 ooo ne ccc wn wae cen cnn ce wees senccs savas 639, 643, 10383, 1034 

Reports of affair at Eagle Pass, Tex., June 19, 1864..-...----.---. +--+ 1034, 1035 


Warmoth, Henry C. Mentioned......----.--. -----++-------+-+-- ----++--+- 886 


Pperations about, Feb, 22-24, 1864. Reports of Egbert B. Brown... 
- Seouts from. = esc 
May 23-25, 1864. Report of James McFerran --.....------------- 
June 5-9, 1864. See North Blackwater tine, Mo. Scout from Warrens-— 
nee burg to the. — ; > 

‘Skirmish at, May 28, 1864". 5c sce Sonat cenmencsiewes ence sence a Seb pas 


Warrington, John A. Mentioned .......--..------------------+-+ +--+ 00° 133-1 
Washburn, Cadwallader C. Mentioned .......-.. .-:----------+-++- 31, 1042, 104: 
Washburn, Peter F. Mentioned.....-..--.-.-..----. ------+----- rowers consis 


Washington, Ark. Skirmish at, May 28, 1864*.......------.---.-2-2---+--- a 
Washington, John M. Mentioned ....-. 2.22.2. .2s002 Sees oe one wenn on sera 
“Washita Cove, Ark. Skirmish at. See Scott's Farsi: Washiias ne Ark. 
Skirmish at, Feb. 14, (1864, Sass SS Ee 
‘Wasson, John M. “Mentioned Sauiooenie Ss eee S ; Ete Ser ae ee eS 
“Waterhouse, Jack. Mentioned .......... SORE SSS ARS ens SHE 619, 621, 624. 62 
Waterhouse,-Richard.--Mentioneds. 2< <5. c <i. cece cs voce sceciceovuese ween z 
Waterproof, La. 
Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to, and skirmishes, Jan. 29-Feb. 23, 
1864. See Vol. XXXII, Part I, p. 157. 


SkarmnishsatApril-20; 1864" sisson. cee bono eae Sowa acer ceas a a 
Waters-alohn=B. Mentioned <...-2..-.<ss c-icnasen ces bee 609, 612 
Watie, Stand. ee 

NROHGLON CU aa ato Saks S Sita ose se A ge See ee ee eee 101, 107, 1011, 1013 

Reports of capture of the steamer J. R. Williams, Arkansas River, and skir- 

mish at San Bois Creek, Ind. T., June 15-16, 1864...... 2.2... 1012,1013 _ 
Watkins, Captain. Mentioned...... ............ eo ee ee 886 2 
Wreatson;. J. Ri WMentioned 22s. .co. ons say cee eee 818 ~ 
Watson; William HB. - Mentioned .o. .... <2. sce secadeea- ee 342, 347,349 
Wattles; Stephen H.-- Mentioned . 2 oo ss~csccennccence aece tetas 107,111 — 
Watts; Josiah: C.Montioned.s: Gon. westesceermts oe soeneeee onsspcumes Ooaee 889, 890 
Waugh, Gideon M. Reports of ; 

Clarksville, Ark. Affair near, April 3, 1864... 2... cecees ceececcecece ccecce 71-3 

Limestone Valley, Ark. Skirmish in, April 17,1864..........2...-...._.- 891 : 
Waugh’s Parm, near Batesville, Ark. Capture of wagon train at, Feb. 19, 3 

1864. Report of Robert _R. Livingston..2......<-.c.ccese voeeee 147-49 
Waul, Thomas N. wg 

Mentioned =.....2.c<amena te eae 531, 537, 551, 556, 557, 564, 565, 568, 785, 805 810 . 

Report of Camden, Ark. px peatbinn: March 23-May 3, 1864.........5.-.-.- 816 . 
Wave, U..S.8-- Mentioned oc -.2 2 i vest ee eee eee eee 912-914 
Wayne County, Mo. Skirmish in, April 26, 1864* .................-0.--.-. 5 es 
Weatherby, ‘FA. Mentioned .o4 5c. 2-25-53... ode ee ee 144 © 
‘Weatherwax, Thomas J. Mentionéd..--.. ....-. <2... accace scence wccudeue 141. 
‘Weaver, Henry H. Mentioned sasgeeeeses~-.. ...... Janeane 288 
Webb, John T, Mentioned civ 2 ein a Rees s -- --. 2. cae ee 799 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 


sti _ Expedition fsom Jacksonport to, ge skim ; 
= Jacksonport, April 22-245 1864 = ee ee ae ; [ 
aighead and Lawrence Counties, Ark. Scout in, May5-9. 1864 .-1<22a-G3 
Max. Mentioned .--.. -4.04.- 2-220 -> ons Soe «as eg, 
tebe MOULONGE -- <  s<- = secesascas eek aen steno ~ + = scare - 
rt, Edward. eS 


PW eldon, Charity. Mentioned ..---+./<--5ee-1enieH0 +0snee sacnanneoees ences 993 


_ Weldon, Ebenezer E. Mentioned secnee eetets conse seeeees Bo csc 993 = x 
| Welles, Gideon. Mentioned....... 41, 214, 219, 222, 293, , 987, 1014, 1042, 1049 
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